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SPECIAL !JF9!? 

!11& P!R fR.O!UtW IN ZIOI tlATlOBAf. PARK 

• B. cDoug.all 
Regional. Sic:Jlogls\ 

P•rt.s of October 12 aad l.3 and all et Oet.ober u.. 1'41• were epent 
b7 the writer in ZiOJl lat1onal Park •king •ha.nations. on tb.\t ftpt.a
tioa and on the deer 1,n. Zion CQ1'0n. on OC\obtt 13, 1 coater:ncl with 
Superl.nt-enden\ Franke-. h&ist.ant .stJperiat.eJlldent- !foll.and. and Chier Bu
ffa., Jolley auci• lat.er> nth Park at.11ral.ist Untel"' who, although he •as 
on annul le-ave-, gMell'QuslJ" took time net e-nl.7 'to canter with• b~ to 
go into th C&lV'o.n with ae and po1nt. out eert.ain t.ea~ure pertiaent \o 
the dee.r-b.ro•s• probl.em. which Y&$ th• principi. bJect 0t tq s~udJ . 

'

1 

The eo-adlt.ioa ot the vep\ation 1a Ziea. Car>J'on !A becoming w-q 
&el'.ious . It ia exceoiYolt o..-el"-broweed. As is true .of most. ~aB3'0D&" 
mueb of the beaut,- and ebum of Zion ~e is due to the pl..u't.s th.at, 
gl!OYI in 1t. d OB its riu, Wf. most Of the pltLn\8 int.he bottO. .of the 
C&D,10B an at. pi-eaea\ 1n 1-iaent. danger of coJllplete d•~Netlo:n. Tb.e 
dam.ap to the vep\at.ioa troa overbrowaing is progreeaiYe.17 more ee•ere 
toward the upper part ot the 04n7on. Fro the Lodge to th lfarro•, 
the "bJ'OQ8- line'"" la glal"i.ngly o iou ad de:r-gt!OWth is exc-eedlngj,J' 
scant)'. 

\\ . 

the wild gre.pe ~ lri.dcll is o ot the st beautitul plant.a in the. 
e1;a.on., is ave:rJWhere bro•.sed a.a higb as the deel" ean reach and maft1' 
low vines. bav been com.pletel.J' killed. The elder, higb.e.:r plant& •"1 
beini weakened li>7 'tohle constant. o.-er-browaing and \here, is no J<•;prod
uc·t10n to repla-ce t.h• plants t-bat a.re being kUled. lilaflT eenie•berq 
plants baw be n killed and lll4llJ ot.bers hav-e been c severe17 OTer
b~ that. thp7 wUl.- probably Qi . wit.hia a ;year. Gambel oak_. aab, 
mantianita, maple,. and .Jven a.sh maple bave all be.en snerel1 ..--er-
bro .s up to the bl'QW'se l.tne. aad npred:ue\i.on of aq or thee• species 

- is ilJptesible and nollexiBt•nt. uadeJ' preae11t cond1t..1on • '' 

The deer in the cu.yen are· evidentl)'" V«J'1' much U!l~rnoui&h•d. 
ta cont.h.St in app&an.ne• tMtt.ireen thee:e deer and those on t.he du 
wi\h1n the pa.l'k, Of" those on \he Wbab Plateau,, 1-e moat sts-ildJlg. 
It .t.e so st.r.:Udng that ri..aitors trequ•ntl,y ask whe.tber they a.re t.he 
satae 11ldnd9 of deer. Those in the eanyon &N much smaller, thimler, 
aad less trsleeJt• looklng. 

1 



lo one bows b.ow rq deer there are in the canyon at. the pre ent. 
t•tt-t~,~~ver, "n Octo.ber l.4., •bile drivU.g fro.m one end of the can• 
7e~Jus~tore dark., I coU11t.ed U7 d•er. It seems ulikely that. I saw 
more than a t.hird of the aetual nwnher of deer in the ean70n. There
fore, I believe it is a goc:ui ,guess that t.here are between 300 d 400 ; 
deer in the eany&n. l think it is a.a equally good guess that, ed: r 
Pl'"e.sent eo.ndlt!one, the-re should be not mo,Fe than 100 deer in th can
yon, as ·a maximum., Therotore. I think that, if poisible;1 .minimnm 
Oct 200 d•.er -ohoulrl be removod tFOa the canyon this 'Id.at. r. l 

Trapping and . o•al of deer ttom Zion Ca.nycm ha 'been p~e ic d 
for s•v•ral years . I do not ha.•e availa:ble the n'Qllbers that vet been 
r~ed, ·but it. 1 Jiff W'.lderst.u.dlng that. the first year QX" than 100 
were re oved wfdl..s since· th tii-st. year t. 11Ulll>er has U$ ll;y be 
lea• than 50. Prob.ab}3 the n tural increase of' d r wit.hin the <:. 
ha.• b en eonaideT.ably more than 50 eaeb year. It, 1• aderst~dl 
lbat st ct the deer tra~d 4lU'il!lg th at 7 ar or two have bee 
7oang nimals. 

In other Qrda; the· deel"' that ha•• been i" otted are t w oa a 
that it would be d-esirahl.• to retain in the eaeyon Yihile tho oldt 
ae!"llbl>y an.Ulab that it woili be re 4 sirabl.e to get rid of e.re l.aft 
in t.h& .caayon. Pos.si,bl7 ome of those r ~e<l al"e an.lmale that. bau 
~at.ed into the C&n7011 Ir.. t.he rims . Howner, I aa told t.hat, no 
tagged d••r h e'f' r bee tnpPflii in th . c&a;70n. Theretore. it 1s 
evident tb. . t none of those moved e ret.umed to t.he caey-.on. it 
1• belS.eYed that dur1ttg tthe eoaaiag winter no a\te01pt . .should be mad• 
\o &•le.ct the deel"' that. aite to be re oved. The iate p~b 1a 
a dra8t.1c educ ion ia •umbers. Attoer the nuabere ve been redue d 
to the ca1'J'1'ing eapaelty of \he Cl:ifl1't>R, a•le,et.i Ye •'hoda ~ be . ~ 
int• pra~t.ie in ordet- to taiprQv• the qual1'·1 of the 4&eyoa h rd:. 

l>ul-1ag cent 1•ars on:lT small, aut.omatic traps have "en wre<l 
for ~rapptng th . deer. Just sou~b et the l.odg there. is a large cor
ral trap. l ·der. tand that when this lvg trap as in use it. was 

n etteetiue t.han tbe aatomat1c traps, but it t-•quins .co ta.ct 
wa\ohlng dud.rag the fnfing hours Of the deei- 1n order tltat the trap
d:oot' u7 be cl.Gsed after deer tun·e enter.ed t.he eorral. :tt le l"f#eom.
mead.ed that a CC<: j.ob be et up this winte~ s.ueh that CCC oy:s :r b 
llSed to work this lal"ga tFap sad that. botb this corral t:r ·P and the 
smaller allf;omatic \:rap& be maiie &e or. 

lt is t.llned \hat a m>n •ttect.i balt than that ued in the 
put eould: be us.ed to great advantap. Applea, which have been , 



commonl.T used, make a fairly d he.it b'Q.t it a bait. could. b uffd 
that would be re relished by t.he deer thaa afll\hing 6lse they could 
tint! in the .c~ and wbieh they would diligently seek, the \rapping 
program would be eoneiderabl;y sim.plltied. I do not know what. t.be l:>aU. 
should. be . t belieTe \bat in som• Qf the eaetern St~$ a ·rather in
expcmsive cake lllde or 1».olle. ee~ and cert.Ai& ott.ie.r plant product.a baa 
heea ll4Jed. auee afull)' with whitetail deer. ther th!.& •ould be \he 

beet \hing f <n"' us.e at. Zion, I do not kn w. I do not. have co 3.ete in
formation about these cakes but I ball.eve Pa.Pk a.t.urallst Grat•~ ean 
bu:-nlah sueh ittfo~~ion. ._ information OJ" sugp,stio.ns that anyoa. 
in th V:a.11hington tiee can give concerning a s-u1tabl.e bait !o~ use 
at Zion will be very grater Uy reoei ·vect. en a bait been ided 
up&n; it ahoul.4 be disp(>~d fr4Jel)" thin and in th vicinit-7 of t.be 
tii-aps tor a coup.le of wee-ko or so betore the tl'apping la actual]Jr 
st.eri,e~ 1n order that the tteer may f'om a habit of aeeld.ag this tJP9. 
ot food. · 

U t.he trapping pl<UUl as ·outl1 . 4 above should fail to re · 'ff t.be 
~d numbet- of deer tre the eaeyo.n, then I can $ee no other al\er
attve t.llan t.o ask the J'>il'ector to requ~fJt .Se.cretarlal. au.thorit.y to 
slaughter a &tated nUlllber .Qf dee!" in the oan,.on and gtve the meat to 
Iadi.&ns 1" done wit.fl surplus bu!'f alo in Cilri .in p rics• for it ie 
ea eUal that th s dee:r be dra.stieall:r redue-•d in nm$Sra in order 
to save th c.anyon vegeta~ion . 

Thera are two fence.« plot.<> in 'Zion 0a!V'M· One of t.h4tee, ~&J' 
the ea t bank ot t d.Yerr between the Lodge and t.he uppef' oampgro~, 
i& a.ot l plae.ed o far ae our pre$ent pr&bl is cencern•d and doe.e 
not. show ch. The ot.hel'., on t.he west sid ot the river below the 
w•..,t rillt trail# is 11e.17 well plaeed and show• • ;gre t dul. the con-
t~ut to :en the V&f'.1 dense veget..tic:m. lru1id:e1c wh1•b lnel'Qdee gr.epe 
as well as vari.ous of.her plants., and that. oateide is ve17 aarited. How
et'&I", with the propos d rem.oval of the surpl.ua dee:r we will b ve17 much 
io need ot a. tence.d plot . her ean eta.rt. from s'°l"a.t.eh d wa'teh the 
c.l•Yelopm at o.t the veptfat.i on inside as eompar-ed with t..h.a.t Oll\.lfid.• IA 
ordel' t.o determine whether ha"f• aceo.mpllshed the purpose of r:e.moving 
a utficieat ntWher ot eeer t.o pendt. a aonaal te:eoveq ot t e vep\a .... 
tion. 

It. is rec ended,, therefore., t)lat a new l'emed plot be e:onstl'Uet.ed 
in a euit.able place, p!"~f°enbl.7 :near t.his old one and where it will in
cl:ude ame grape . I bell.eve, the Park Naturalist ftuld be wiµing te 

SSUUI.$ r.apouaibil1t7 to'l'" maldng reBUlar · bservations C>D eueh a plot. 
U the fencing ot a new pl:ot is impossible. at t.bis time, this ol.d one 



ccmlil b4t •lll•d u,p l'OT' a. t.- •nth&, or unUl it baa be• b,....wsed <town 
to· the cond.itiolt ii>t th• s~M"ouad!ng YtJge\&tioJl.# and. t.hen ele>e.ed ap~, 
but lt •u¥ be m.tmh bia'tt•l'" \o· l•e.ve this old ~ as. it 1t-t tori ~otr 
,a.Pat.tu puf10a , and haw• n•• eae, cout.~ct~. 

' ' 

. l .. f.he · taUM in Z.lo . G'anTon is veq much ~ei-b'°"od and i11 1n 
,rave:~ 1',I fituotlion ual set. :iurpl~ 4e•~ a:n ~ Y'4 
•:00•1• 

i . 1; b l"ecoaaenrtn that • · · t 200 d-.., u rea~.a rn. t~ 

4. 

c.n,o. tcb.U· wint .• lo _ \bari ZOO ·wo'Qld be be:'t.it ~baJi t•"'1~ 

• 

.,,. •itbr't> ' -- to f'1nd a \~ or . 
*> .rt c.t,i ff tbaa app • 1fl l~.tng d11w ltifr<> 

$. J~ H· r• o . •d t.hat ec~ Job e\ :P at, AC• t~ CO s\~t. 
• te&ff ~lot.. fo't' •t~ tbe ~of ~•~ry •t t.ke •c-t 1'1~n1 

aftntl .. ~---- Cll'rll~/:#~~ 



Brft•• ... l~ on ~ ~" •~r t.b• llP,_r en4 ot ZioA C'tlnl••· j ,...-,..., 11 } 
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