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Memorandum
To: The Director
From: Regional Director, Region One

Subject: Proposed Establishment of Virgin Islands National Park

Enclosed, in dupliecate, is summary of the discussions of
the conference which Mr, Hubler and I had with you and members of
your staff March 15, 1956, on the proposed Virgin Islands National
Park. This summary reflects some further discussion Mr. Hubler had
with other members of your staff of the preliminary draft we pre-
pared in Washington March i5.

Mr. Hubler explains that his acreage figures are based on
a summation of recent surveys of the parcels which havs been purw
chased by or are being negotiated for by Jackson Hole Freserve for
inclusion in the Park and a planimetric computing of the balance of
the proposed Fark arza. It appears to us that this method should
produce the most nearly accurate figures possible at this time.
Future additional property surveys may call for some revision of
these estimates. Sinee it is susceptible to greater error than Mr.
Hubler's method, we have not considered it worthwhile to make a
planimetric computation of the area from our print of the revised
plan, even for comparative purposes. In connectlion with this matter
of extent of the area, I also invite your attention to Item 10 of
the Summary concerning our discussions of control of non-Park use
of waters in or adjacent to bays on the perimeter of the Island.
Likely the question already has been presented to the Solicitor's
Office for study,

The summary has been signed by Mr. Hubler and by me and
is recommended for your approval.

{Signed) Elbert Cox
Regional Director

Attachment

Copy to: Superintendent, San Juan NHS
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SUMMARY OF Ui ., g T
WEETING. OF DIRECTOR, MEMBERS OF HIS STAVF, ~
REGIONAL DIRECTOR, AND THE SUFERLVTENDENT REGARDING [Sne
RECOMMENDATTONS FOR VIRGIN ISLANDS RATIONAL PARK PROJECT Rl
March 15, 1956

The pma&bomwmagmaw is shown in grecn

on the atteched plan. An spproximate acveage of would 1
1mln§nd in this proposed bo Y. This acreage, in sddition %

284.5 acres; the amdunt in the cm, would mm acres.
These acreages vere deternined by planimeéter on thos aicl
bave not yet been surveyed. Ihe sreas surveyed ave those which haw
been purchesed or have been negotiated for by Jackeon Hole Preserve
for inclusion in the park. This estimated acresge is as accurste
88 Gen be determined without runuing & mrvuy of the entire perimeter
of the area.

The scquisition of Grass, Minge, lovengo end Congo Cays
would receive low purchase priority.

¥e eee no need for a development ares at Fish Bay. The
development dres shown at Mory Creek would serve no partienlar
purpose; instesd the development urea will bé at Estate Amnsberg
vhere perhops the most intervesting estote ruins exist,

III.

There 18 uo apparent present need for a boat tour by &
Netional Park Service concessioper. A majority of the boating evound
8t. John can be adequately handled by private entérprise. As &
matter of fact, there is a boat rental service at Red Hook at the

. present time. They row have three or four beats for hifrerand ex-

pect to increase this number as time goes on. It 1s also doubtful
that 1t will be necessary to set up & condession for transportation
between the ialands of St. Thomas and St. John in that this activity
will be provided also by privete wbewriw. There is in exietence
&t the present time a private boat cperetor who runs regularly
scheduled trips to St. John from St. Thomes dafly.



., Coneession bout operations way prove to be desirable for
speclel trips such as to the Marine Gerdens for which naturalist
service could bé provided.

Iv.

It was agreed that the Nationel Park Service ntility area
and service boat lending facilities should be coordinated with those
of the Caneel Bay Plantetion adjecent to what is commonly known a8
Hurricene Hole in the Crus Bay eves. Joint planning vith My, Lab rRe
of Mr, Rockefeller's staff will be necessary. Mr. LaFarge and Mr,
Rockefeller have indicsted that they would have no objestion to this
- goordination of sctivities.

As regards sdditional lands reguired, it is cur thought
that the supll porcel of public lend op the east end of the peYk
should be reserved for possible use.

V. Public Contact Statfon « 8t. Johy
. The use of the public contact station for park Administra

tion Building on Battery Point st Cruz Bay was discussed. This

would involve bullding quarters and officss for the docel edninistrator

elsevhere in the Crur Bay ares. Hubler will contect local offfciels

to Qiscuss this problen after which further studies for this 8avelop-

ment will be made, '

 Employee residences in the Crux Bay ares would be necessery.
These should be located on the hill Just uorth of Cruz Bay within
the proposed park in the region of 1dnd Point.,

VII. EKoads - 8t. John

We are of the opinion thab no feeilities of this type
ghould be constructed vithin the park since adequate gpace 18
aveileble outside and on the fsland of St. Thomas. Concession
velopnants at Caneel and Trunk Beysare to remein.

deve!
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Renger Station - St. John

A mngar station et Mary Creek is not needed. This area
convent r patrotled by boat fmm Cray Bay.

Park ooyesges includs only those lands sbove the water
1line, and there 18 no provision for contrel of non-park use of weters
in or aﬂsmem& to the bays on the perimeter of the island. Extensicn
of the boundarten to include weter beayond the shore 1ive would reduce
the a.creag&ﬁ allowed within the park end is therefore not considered
fensibvle. The Solicitor's office will be réquested 4o study this
guestion and advise us of measures or meand to #xércise copbtrol.

The land uq%mmm et this point are about 10 scres
located fmmediately ecross the bay from %Iag tubite dock, on which
there 18 now & gravel processing plant.

¥I. Heedguevters - S, Thomas

Hesdguarters for the Ceribbean units of the Hational Pexk
Service should be in Cherlotte Amslie. The preferred location for
hesdguarters is in 014 Fort @arw:,ism Por such en arrengenent,
however, Governor Gordon will most probebly insist that the 014
Fort be designated o Hational Bistoric Site. The Governor bss ine
dicated that he would have the Fort waceted end turned over to the
Kationnl Park Sevvice for use, extept for spuce within the Fort for
& puall. miseum to be operated by the locel Museum Speiety.

The Old Fort offers the most adebagnmxa Aocation for
~ york headgusrters. It cccupies a very prominent peint ¢eslly so-
cessible to the public, with adeguate park.tng, etc. Historical
trterpretation of the Fort structure would be handled by the

National Park Service.

Any arraagemnt for the use of the Fort for paxrk hemd-
@mm should include only the Fort proper, exeluding the adjecent




XII. Bervice Ewployee Residences ~ St. Thomss

There axe no eress within the town Jimits that would be
available or desireble. An aves adequate for guarters will be pur-
chosed on the réed to Red Hook from Charlotte Amalie. The location
would be outside, but close to the eity Limits. Water supply and
sewage disposal vould have to be provided regerdless of vhere
guarters are loceted. There is no sdequata city water supply.




