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To: Chief, 30DC
TràSctin9 Regional Director
Subject: Addition to T-tain Out« Boar,*, V&aiicrbiit Mansion
Shi« will r«?#r t© our previous 0Qn**J3psmA«K<* on <;h* m*toric 
Structure* Report; ffert I, oowerlag the feta Oat« Hwaa. la your 
me&ttrasdu* of January 25 you stated you wawt withholding your 
raaaaaendakiQft pealing further iaf#«»U»a ©a how th« rooa will 
be 4dde& to tba asi;»iiiag struct«*,.,,.
We appreciate having your euamnts on the preliwiaary dtewta#
co-'wring fchi i proposed wort a» promptly aa poaaifclo.
Thie project will he financed from the Quarter» Account and we would 
like to get it underway.

W )  J. Carlisle Crouch

la duplicate
Copy to: 3upt., Soceevelt - Vtmdarbilfc

CHRISTENSON: emh
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IN REPLY REFER TO:
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U N IT E D  STATES
D E P A R T M EN T  OF THE IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ROOSEVELT-VANDERBILT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITES 
■----------- HYDE PARK, N.Y.

April 24, 1962

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Five

From: Superintendent, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt

REGION FIVE

APR2 5 1962 1______

[initial
; ANO
i DATE

_ REO. DIRECTOR
J6ST. RES DIR. i* -------- Z V f t q
TIRANA n3N'"'t''

L
t f j

1 . Ft EC BÌ±. PLAN
1__ RANKER ACT'S
L------------------- 4------

Subject: Addition to Main Gate House - Vanderbilt Mansion NHS

More than a year ago, I proposed that an addition be made to 
the main gate house to provide bathroom facilities on the 
second floor. The proposal was supported with a historic 
structures report.

While I was in the Regional Office in January-February, I 
discussed this with several and I learned that it was considered 
in plan review after I left. I hope that the proposal has been 
approved and that we will be able to contract the work before 
the end of this fiscal year. If there is something that I 
can do to expedite the plans for this work, please let me know.

Robert H. Atkinson 
uperintendent

V +* ir- -Î r t  -

In duplicate
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The preliminary drawings for the addition are in EODC. 
George Palmer asked Bur to check the proposal with Bob 
a memorandum from them to support their recommendation 
Report, as the Director must approve. This was to be 
no construction funds are programmed.

I am presuming that 
Snith.-j^W do need 
of the Hist. Struc. 
an SBr project since





O PTIO NAL FORM N O . 10

U N IT E D  STATES G O V ER N M EN T

Memorandum
t o  : Dr. Nelligan d a t e : 3/1/62

FR O M  : F. Barnes

s u b j e c t : Historic Structures Report, Part I - Main Gate House, Vanderbilt 
Mansion

Mr. Coryell is to make additional studies, particularly cost 
of adding bedroom. Mr. Lee wants to be sure that any such 
addition as now contemplated will satisfy our foreseeable 
building needs —  for the next 20 years. Also is concerned 
how well done the job is will be.

Copy to: Mr. Coryell







GAP

Relative to Gate House - Vanderbilt. You will recall Mr. Lee thot it desirable 

that we get EODC's views on the addition of a bedroom and bath, and su'ggested 

that we call them. Do you want to call Bob or shall I?



pending further information on how the room would he added to the 
existing structure. In general we do not like modern additions made to 
an existing Historic Structure particularly if other means might be 
found to provide room for this added bathroom.

This building is not the principal structure within that Park; however, 
it is a part of the Vanderbilt complex and the first building to be 
seen by the visiting public.

Robert G. Hall 
Chief

Copy to: Assistant Director, Design and Construction (2) 
Supt., Roosevelt-Vanderbilt



H30

Region Five 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia 6» Pa.

January 19, 1962

Memorandum

To: Chief, 20DC

From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part X, Main Cate House, 
Vanderbilt Mansion NHS

Attached for your review and comment is a copy of the subject

In duplicate 

Attachment

Copy to: Supt., Roosevelt*Vanderbilt

cp
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Mr. Barnes

report*

CSgd.) Ronald f» U?

Regional Director
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U N IT E D  STATES
D E P A R T M E N T  OF THE IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ROOSEVELT-VANDERBILT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

HYDE PARK, N.Y.
September 23, 1960

REGION FIVE { initial

! AND
bLP23 1960 date

Memorandum 

To:

From: 

Subject:

K£>y D EC1
Vic
ßff ADM

R£C RES. PI. Jrt
RANGER ACTS

Regional Director, Region Five 

Superintendent, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt

Alterations and Additions to Building No. 6 Vanderbilt Mansion
ra--------  I I m  win.,-. ■ - 'I thank you for your memorandum of September 2 on this 

subject in which you stated that we can expect $1500 
from the Regional Quarters Operating Fund to be used 
to provide a second floor bathroom for Building No. 6, 
liain Gate House/

In compliance with your memorandum, I am submitting 
Part I of the Historic Structures Survey Report for this 
building.

TRjbbert H. Atkinson 
Superintendent

In duplicate

Attachments 
5- sets
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Director



HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY REPORT

PART I

for

M I N  GATE HOUSE 

(Building No. 6)

VANDERBILT MNSION NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Hyde Park, New York



A. Historic Structures Report - Part I

5. Administrative Data

a. Name and Number of Building

This building is known as the Main Gate House 

and is located at Coordinates F-5 on Drawing 

No. NHS-VM-2004 Revised (1957), Historical 

Base Map, Part of Master Plan of Vanderbilt 

Mansion National Historic Site.

b. Proposed Use of Structure and Justification for 
Use as Shown in MISSION 66 or the Master Plan 

Development Outline. This building is now used 

as employee quarters and under MISSION 66 and

the Master Plan Development Outline it is expected 

to be continued as quarters. The action requested 

is the addition of bathroom facilities on the 

second floor which will necessitate an exterior 

change by adding a small room over the kitchen 

portion of the building.

c. Provision for Operating the Structure/

Operated as quarters, the income from rental will 

provide for its maintenance.



d. Preliminary Estimate of Cost of Rehabilitating

the Structure.

The preliminary estimate of the cost of the 

addition is $2,000. Fifteen hundred dollars 

will be provided from Regional Quarters Operating 

Fund and $500. from Area Quarters Operation.



A  DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE MAIN (WEST) GATE HOUSE

AT

VANDERBILT MANSION NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

HYDE PARK, NEW YORK

Prepared by:

Edwin C. Dinneen, Historian 
September, I960



A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE MAIN (WEST) GATE HOUSE

On March 27, 1898 the newspapers announced that "Norcross Brothers

have contracted for the erection of three stone cottages on
I

the Vanderbilt Estate. Work will be started at once. One 

of these structures (at the Post Road Entrance) is the subject 
of this report.

An item in Braman's Scrap Book dated June 25, 1898 states "The

old undertaker house has been torn down and the cottage at

the entrance of Mr. Vanderbilt's estate where Mr. Monahan lived"1

will be moved to the grounds where the undertaking building 
2

stood". The area cleared by this process is the site of the 

Main Gate House.

On July 31, 1898 the papers stated "The gate houses were designed

by McKim, Meade & White, and the work performed by the contractors,
3

Norcross Brothers." This probably included the work on the 

gate houses.

In an interview with Construction Superintendent John B. Clermont

by Historian Charles W. Snell on October 13, 1954, Mr. Clermont

stated that "By contract, Nrocross Brothers completed all of the

mansion except some of the interior decoration in that building.

All the other buildings constructed by Norcross were finished to the
4

last detail and ready for habitation.V

1



On December 4, 1898 the papers stated that "Norcross Brothers

have completed their part of the work at Vanderbilt Mansion."

This building is a two-story house constructed of Indiana

limestone with a copper roof. There are five rooms and one

bath. In 1940, the building was heated by an open type,

gravity circulation, hand fired, coal burning, cast iron

boiler located in the basement. Domestic hot water was supplied

by a water-back in the coal fired kitchen range and in the

summer by an oil-fired heater located near the range. The

electrical wiring in the structure dated from 1898. There

was no telephone in the house. Water for domestic and protection

purposes was supplied to the gate house by the estate water

system. Drinking water was obtained from a well located by

the building. Sewage from the house was disposed of in a 
6

nearby cesspool.

After the acquisition of the estate in 1940 by the Government

as a National Historic Site, a P.W.A. grant of $9,550.00, enabled

the Park Service to modernize the heating, plumbing and electrical

systems, make roof repairs and adapt this building for employee
living quarters. These alterations were completed by the end 

7
of 1941.

5

2
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