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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
143 South Third Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Ph.215597-997 0

WE ARE PLEASED TO MAKE THIS ----———=—————=
MATERIAL AVAILABLE TO YOU

Ms . Lorett Treese Feb. 13, 1991
337 Paoli Woods
Paoli, Pa. 19301

Dear Ms. Treese:

Enclosed is a photocopy of the content;
of the folder: ™"HISTORICAL REPORT
VALLEY FORGE PROPOSED NATIONAL PARK
Prepared by

Roy Edgar Appleman

"Rfegional Historian

Second Regional Office

Bronxville, N.Y_."

Contents of the file have been stapled
together to reflect how they were Tfiled,
but 1 have put everything in chronologi
cal order with 1940 on top of the pile.

After we spoke, 1 looked more carefully
at Unrau®s Administrative History. He
does cite Appleman®s report correctly in
note 49, p. 251. Note 76 refers to Form
10-317 dated Jan. 6, 1937, not to the
Appleman report itself.

Good luck 1in your project. Let me know
if I can he of further help to you.

Clifford Tobias, Ph. D. Regional Histor

UVA:- fler. / Usieves

United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
143 SOOTH THIRD STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE THANKS YOU FOR
YOUR RECENT INQUIRY.

H THE ENCLOSED INFORMATION ISSUPPLIED
WITH OUR COMPLIMENTS.

O WE REGRET WE ARE UNABLE TO FURNISH
THE MATERIAL REQUESTED. OUR SUPPLY IS
EXHAUSTED.

O YOUR REQUEST IS FOR INFORMATION THE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE DOES NOT HAVE
AVAILABLE TO SEND YOU. EVEN SO, WE ARE
ENCLOSING MATERIAL WE HOPE WILL BE USEFUL.

O ATTACHED IS A LISTING OF PUBLICATIONS.

WE ARE PLEASED TO LEARN OF YOUR INTEREST
IN OUR ACTIVITIES.
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Name..Yalley.Jtarge..TrafiQnal . _Hia.torifal..Parfc,... P --—---

Location__Chester.-County,—Pennsylvania.

Owner..._1506-acres..S.tate-Qwned.;. ... oo ..... ..
30194 acres, privately owned.

¥ [0 | /= I

Sponsor

ADArESS. . . o e e e e e a e e e e maa e aa

Period RévoluWw War

Description and importance ._Iujrid® the winter 1.7.T7“1.7.78 the
Ctontineirtal_Army _ mder.S-QitE!'and”™
cafflEed..here™ _wMlc¢_the..Erttis_h.occupi_ed PMIMelpMa,”

Herfi . _dmring. .. tke. aMful .__¥int_er..mDBtL}5 , -faron.von

drille.d _tlL._e _.r_agge.d..md.half-"arvm.mn..___ 1"lai™ of__the
grEat. .B8Jes. .oX.-.early:.iaijerl.cn.Ms.tcery; .are _to_ .M. .fQund.
ainong. .. ti30s.e.wJiO-. 1Y ed.at...Y.alley. .EQrge. . that_winterr.......
Georga-Washington, . . Alexander.. Hami lton,-Had_Anthony._..
Wayna, -General --Stirling,-Pulaski,-.and- many. jQthers.— .The
historical .remains,-dnclnding-"—Ffine-old-colonial-Jiouse

and-a-school-house-4iated-J. "il4r-are-extensive-and-inter-

esting
Condition Goo.d.___ _ Care...St&te. . ParH...____.._._ .

Open topublic__.X%s ...— -~ — . —
NPS field report-iy.-R.E.. O NPS research report............. O

Appleman
HABS measurements. . O Supplementary material O
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References to maps

Comments I™...42Plei i..-.-Vjalley.iXege..unclOGu'htedly-Jiias...
the_criibre._reguirM_fQr___a_llav_io&dai_i,aEk™areal._ He
strorYx_r.ecom™d5_--tMi-.-9a _.at.t.eJBIBt._OU .sia,de._tQ..ilaY2-.this
site,_tra~ferrM,,.i*<bm_"e_._State_._to__.tlie_RatiQnal.-GQY£rn-
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COMMONWEALTH OF  PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICALR U

Valley Forge Park Commission,
Valley Forge, Pa.

January 9th, 1940.

Mr. Herbert E. Kahler, Supt.
Morristown National Historical Park,
Morristown, New Jersey.

Dear Mr. Kahler:

I regret that 1 was not able to contact you when you made your
recent visit to Valley Forge Park, particilarly as the personnel
at the Jockey Hollow reservation was so kind to me during a
visit at that site about two years ago.

With reference to your inquiry regarding the restored Revolutionary
Soldiers®™ Hut at Valley Forge, it occurs to me that the most
satisfactory assistance that we could render would be, Tfirst, to
give you 9 copy of the specifications on which our restoration

was based.

The hut at Valley Forge Park was donated by the Pennsylvania
Society Sons of the Revolution, altho the work was done by park
labor. As a result of considerable research Mr. D. Knickerbocker
Boyd, Architect, a member of that Society, provided the specifi-
cations under date of April 29t£, 1935 - the copy of which 1
refer is enclosed herewith.

It might be interesting as a guide if you knew exactly the costi
The park supplied the logs, other materials cost $100.09, and the
item of labor amounted to #379.65, making the total cash outlay
$439.74, which as | have indicated, does not include the cost of
the logs.

IT 1 have not covered all of the data you would like to have do
not hesitate to ask for additional information. Kind personal
regards and best wishes for 1940.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) Gilbert S. Jones

SECRETARY
VALLEY FORGE PARK COMMISSION

m



SPECIFICATIONS

received for . 3/\
LOG HUT L
JANH 1S 40 At April 29th, (JL935.

VALLEY FORGE.

Levels and Grades. The top of the south stone wall (and bottom of
first log) at the” road side front end (South) sha”1l occur at a level
six inches (6'Y) below the nail now driven In the stake at the South-
west corner of the site. The front and back lines of the hut shall
be moved back toward the North one foot (12°) from the position as
staked out on April 27th and the sides shall be moved one foot (12')
toward the West.

The top of the stone wails on the East and West sides shall be
down one log lower than the front wall. The top of stone wall on
the chimney end (North) shall be down one log lower than the side
walls.

The inside floor shall be of earth, puddled and tamped, with the
level flush with the top of the stone wall at South front.

The outside grade shall be determined after the stone work is
completed and in general shall be a fill of several inches at
the South front to perhaps a foot at the North end on each side.

Any sodding or seeding will be the subject of later discussion.

Excavation and Stone Work. Excavate trenches one foot six iInches

189 1n width by two feet (24'") deep below the existing grade.
These trenches to be fourteen feet (14* - 0") from East to West and
sixteen feet (16°- 0'") apart from North to South. The foundation
for the chimney to be six feet six inches (6°- 67 In width, pro-
jecting three feet six iInches (37 - 6').

Fill all trenches with local stone laid in hap-hazard manner iIn
mortar composed of one part Portland cement, three parts sand and
one quarter part lime. From the grade line up, the outside of

all walls are to batter in till they are approximately twelve
inches (12'") at the top with a rough 2" champher on the top out-
side edge. The facing stone are not to be built t a line and the
mortar 1s to be kent well back In some joints and i1s to be allowed
to ooze out iIn others. There shall be no pointing done and the
effect to be aimed at is to be that which would have been obtained
by soldiers laying stone work in a hurry in cold weather. The
mortar for the fireplace and the chimney shall be one part cement,
one part lime and six parts sand and the iInside of the fireplace
shall be dashed with mortar and roughly trowelled.

Form a throat to the fireplace using stone masonry till the flue
IS reached at which point use 18" x 18" fire clay flue lining
against which the chinking for logs of chimney will be built as
logs are laid.
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log side Walls, Door and Windows. Build the side walls of barked
logs, whole and sound, of local growth, exclusive of poplar, each
log to approximate ten inches (10”) iIn diameter at butt end and
elght inches (87) at narrowest end. Allow approximately 2'" space
between logs Iaylng with alternate thickest and thinnest diameters
adjacent to each other. The bottom of the first log in each case
IS to be squared off with axe or adze to present about four to
five iInches of flat surface to rest on top of stone wall - except
at ends which project beyond stone wall where the logs shall be
full round, projecting about fifteen iInches (15") to the extreme
of axe cut end. All logs to be blocked apart as laid with pieces
of well seasoned 2" x 2" cut about 3' long and spaced about one
foot (12”) apart and well nailed in place (These will later be
covered up with the mortar chinking). At frequent intervals
drive nails partly into the logs as additional support for the
mortar chinking.

The ends of all logs shall project from six inches (6”) to about
fifteen inches (15" with axe cuts of i1rregular shape and an
occasional sawed end or combination of saw and axe cut. Each log is
to be chamfered on the top and notched on the bottom to fit over
one another. Before each top log i1s placed in position the
chamfer on the log below Is to be heavily puttied with Pecora or
similar caulking compound. Before logs are laid at door and
windows, the jambs shall be set in place, the same to consist of
not less than 3' x 6" roughly hewn oak with rabbit cut out for the
door and the window sash. The sill to door to consist of stone
slabs like the steps leading down to same and the sills to two
windows are to consist of sloping cuts out of the logs with de-
pressed rabbit In the stone sill for door (which opens in) and
raised rabbit on the wood sills for window sash (which open out).
The wood jambs are to be cut down against these sills. The top
log of each side wall 1s to be approximately 6 ft. 6 In." to the
top from the floor and these two logs are to be long enough to
project two feet (24'") at front and back to receive barge logs

of gables.

Door. The door is to be of split wood with tight knots showing,
about 1| in thickness, with battens of the same on the inside,
to be hung on wooden hinges made similar to those In adjoining
guard houses, but heavier, and with a wooden latch and lift. The
head of door opening to be adzed out of the lintel log.

Windows. The sash shall be hand made i1n accordance with details
to be furnished. Each shall be hinged at the top with raw-hide
thongs and open out. The heads of window openings to be adzed
out of lintel logs. The sash are to be "‘glazed” with airplane
cloth, yellow in color.

Chinking of logs. Between all logs fTill the spaces with mortar
consisting of one part Portland cement, one part lime and six parts
yellow jersey gravel or yellow local bank sand. As the mortar is
placed insert small stones among the projecting nails and between
the wooden strips that keep the logs apart and thoroughly embed

the stones and wooden strips so that they do not show. Before the
mortar sets strike off the exposed surfaces inside and out with a
scooped shaped garden trowel to give the appearance of clay chink-



about 2-|n. The lower bunks to be four feet six iIinches (4* 6")
wide, the upper bunks three feet wide (3* 077), all six feet six
inches (6* 6) long. Above the supports, and to which they shall
be secured, place two thin logs from eave log to eave log, to
also act as collar beams. At all available places In side wall
logs inside the hut drill and drive In tapered wooden pegs as

iIf to hang clothing from.

Staining. Before any chinking is done give all surfaces of all
logs one good coat of creosote stain. Apply same stain to all
surfaces of fence rails before they are used as roofing. On
completion give all exposed surfaces of roof sheathing one coat of
oil stain, dark brown in color. Apply the same to all surfaces

of door, sash and jambs.

Furnish and do everything necessary to finish the hut In a manner
suitable to the spirit and intent of 1ts erection as a replica
of the huts constructed by the brave men who suffered the hard-
shgpslof the winter of 17/7-78. Leave the premises clean and
orderly.

Erect one tall thin tree, near roadway, as a flag pole. Secure

pulley at top and stanchion below with double length of suitable

woven cord for a flag to be furnished and infurled by the Penn-

sylvania Society of the Sons of the Revolution on completion of
e hut on or before June 18th 1935.

D. Knickerbocker Boyd, Architect
Architects” Building,
Philadelphia, Penna.



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR faj

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
STATE PARK DIVISION

. 72 w. Pondfield Road
Sr* Melvin B. Borgenson Bronxville, H.Y.
mRegional O fficer
State Park .G.W.,
72 #« Pondfield Load
Bronxville, K.Y.

Dear Mr# Borgenson:

Subjects Historical Report on Valley Forge
proposed Rational Park Area#
1* Historical Importance of the Site.

Valley Forge is a name that reaches back to the
birth of the /merican Ration. It was here in the winter of
1777-1778 that a small group of men, scarcely 3000 in number,
the remnant of Washingtonla array, displayed a fortitude and
courage that must have Ween inspiring to their leaders. It was
at Valley Forge that the American Colonial army was really bom,
for prior to this time there was little organization among the
colonial troups. At Valley Forge, during the awful winter
months, Baron von Steuben drilled the ragged and hall starved
men, until by spring the army, which had grown by recruits and
new enlistments to about 12,000, could face the British regu-
lars and manoeuver against them with skill.

liany of the great names of early Amorlean history are
to be found among those who lived at Valley Forge during that

cold and gloomy winter, George ashington, Lafayette, Baron von
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'4pftBben, lexandcr Hamilton, Mad Anthony Wayne, General Stirling,
Pulaski, and many others* Without Valley Porge there could have
he«a no Gettysburg, and without Gettysburg there could have been
no permanent union. Troopé]l]|E practleallj all the original
‘ilfclrteen states were represented at Valley Forge. .Descend
o f thase men are now scattered among the forty-eight states which
sake our nation, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, From Canada to
Kkkl co. Surely, if any spot has a deep seated and honorable claim
to National pride, It is Valley Forge. #

Valley Forge undoubtled has the calibre required for
a National Park area. Of all the sites in Pennsylvania which
have come to my attention, It ic best adapted and suitable fori
a national park area. The State i Pennsylvania now owns Valley
Forge, with an acreage of 1506 acres. Many desirable bits of
acreage are still privately owned, end for the proper develop-
ment of the area as a national park,i they should be purchased by
;Jtie government. ,The Vallsy Forge tate Park has been only
slightly developed due to a lack of funds. | The site is very
beautiful and at the present time is unspoiled by too many markers
and a general cluttering up of the old historic site. | strongly
recommend that an attempt be made to have this site transferred
from the State government of Penns lvanla to the National govern-
mente I

Historical Remains on Site.

®he historical remains in Valley Forge are extensive
and very interesting. A fine old colonial house, well preserved,
known as ashington*a headqu rters, stands along the banks of

Valley Creek. It has been provided with furniture ~ sundry
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articles typical to a nansion house of our early colonial
period, @&
- : 41 Several other buildings are included In the park /—¢.'u
area, among then being the old colonial bam, now used for the d
uperintendent*o office.”™ A museum building is close by the
Washington headquarters and the old bam. AIll these buildings M
have been preserved in their original appearance, ™a4.Q <
| Some distance from the above laentioned group of p jpl
buildings Is a quaint old one-roan school house, dated 1714,
This date was uncovered only recently, when a modern coating of
mortar of son* kind was removed from the walls to restore the
building to its original apperuanoe”yjBa the school house the
benches for the pupils extend along the walls on two sides of
the rood. Quaint fitting ;ivo the old school house on atuosjher<
that makes it one of the most Interesting things, culturally, to
be seen in the
w|s There are many miles of old earth works and trenches,
well defined, within the park area* There ere also many sunken
areas or pits which mark the spots where the cabins of the
soldiers stood. They are in rows or streets in military fashion.
ig] 5K>lfeconlc qualities of tuoa.
She scenic qualities of the area are superb. Free
the highest point in the park, Mt. Joy, panoramic views may he
had of the famous Chester Valley and the broad ancient thorough-
fare of the 3ehuyl2d.ll Valley. Jp

The topography of the landscape is rolling Mils,
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Jfp i fi th of hard d tm laiC th h t
p IISrlifnq ine g_l:>o_\<\; .Imo ar W(()é)l 5—.Wp|ji£1nqogal e cC e%pu r/(rees‘ggl
were killed off by a plight about 20 years ago). The grass

pl|$rowa a verdant greenRffr a heavy luxuriant carpet. 'Wide ex-
panse of awadows, well kept, set off the darker spots of forest
*Qmm & MsiNleasinipanner. tSTNsfr
4. Betailed Description of Scenery and T

am SNfe if Heeded

fret of Work Required to Develop .Area

| D fhe park is well kept and general labor would not /v
be greatly ift demand for additional development. In sorae in-
stances skilled worlcaen would be needed to undertake desirable
restoration. MFew, if any roads, are needed,” Some foot-trails
slight be constructed to advantage,galtho there are already some
foot and bridle paths in existence in the park. The park should
have v-ery few of these trail«® Relief labor could be used only
to a United degree la the further development of Valley Forge
Park, KAt is)2»| mlife

6. v]listorioal ork iccomolished. ecords. Despatch,

Considerable research of a practical kind has been
done thus far, in the restoration of certain buildings, especi-
ally the Headqu rters$lou:o,-and in locating the foundations of
the old Valley lorgo and Joy Forge.]::&-Very fine piece of work
has been done in restoring, in what appears to be a most authen-
tic fashion, a t, pical troop hut, on the site of one of the

sunken pits.
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In preparing the restoration of the Headquarters
House an inventory of the furnishings of the mansion was found
in the walls, relating back to the time it was owned by the
.Ip-hoa jlfciaiy, before the Continental troops occupied the area

»intakeamp ground. This inventory wa”used in restoring
the equipment of the house. The furnishings, described in the
old inventory, were bought of antique dealers in Philadelphia.

old school house has been restored in a most
fascinating manner, although it needs a little cleaning. An old
tin-plate stove stands in the center of the room, at the farther
end of the room is the raised platform and pulpit-like desk of jj
.JRK teacher, a little blackboard is in the back wall, the benches
and continuous narrow table run nearly the length of the two
side walls. A very unusual hand carved chair, cut out of a solid
block of wood, and evidently very old, stands Just below the
teacher*s platform,

The museum has been fitted out in a haphazard fashion
and could be much improved,| A great many of the articles there
displayed are not authentic to Valley Forge, but are general
items typical of the late 13th century. There is a good collec-
tion of old 'Zashington prints adorning the wall on one side of
the small museum. Much out of place, in sy opinion, are three
groups of photographs depicting the pageants and celebration In
1928 of the 150th anniversary of Valley Forge. The museum is
perhaps the most inadequate and disappointing part of Valley
Forge Park*

A soldiers hut, built exactly on the original founda-
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tlons, 14 feet x 16 feet, and reaching 8 feet to the ridge,
with a very low roof, Is one of the most fascinating and unique
restorations in the park. It was completed only In June of this
year. The restoration was financed by the Pennsylvania Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution. The floor of the hut
Is packed clay, two feet below the surface of the ground, |
was told by the Superintendent of the Park, Mr. Sheas, who
supervised the restoration, that the floofl wag found packed
hard, just as It now appears when debris and earth that filled
in the old site was rer.ioved to the two foot level.: Inside the
log” stoflte, and plaster hut are eight slab vessels, four below
and four above, arranged along the two sides of the hut, leav-
ing a wide passage way the length of the building. The lower
bunks each hold two persons, while the upper bunks sheltered
only one each. Thus the hut would provide qu ,rters for twelve
men* A narrow stone fireplace is at the end of the hut. VZen
the excavation was made for the restoration charcoal was found
in the exact spot where the hearth Is now located. The cooking
was done outside the huts, and many small depressions still
mark these spots. In one month since the restoration was
completed, 10,000 visitors have visited this old soldiers hut.
in 1928, by drilling test holes along and across
Valley stream and its adjacent banks for a considerable dis-
tance, the foundations and remains were found of old Joy Forge,
which dates back to 1742, and Valley Forge, from which the area
receives its name. Both these old historic forges, representa-
tive of the early colonial iron industry, were burned by the

British in 1777. The silt had covered the ruins of Joy Forge
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to a depth of 16 feet and Va ley Forge to a depth of 7 to 9 feet*
Both the sites have now been excavated to the foundations of the
old ruins and it is now possible to restore the old forges*

Ven the old water wheel pits, the water races, and the old

dam site have been found. The noney has not been forthcoming
for any further work, and the project remains as it stood in
1928. The scientific manner in which the above work has been
carried out, | believe to be very commendable*

There are no local records in the pork, although I
have been informed by the Park Superintendent that Mr* Myers,
Secretary of the Valley ¢orge Park Commission, has a considerable
private collection of letters, diaries, and documents relating
to Valley Forge*

7. Arohaeological Possibilities

archaeological possibilities of the site are
extraordinary if one includes the excavation of old sunken pits
to the foundations of old buildings that existed during the
winter of 1777-78. Hear the end of the winter there were almost
1000 soldier huts in the area, as well as various outposts and
officer quarters* Many of these sites are still easily located*
It is unlikely that excavation would yield anything of value
in material remains, as the army undoubtedly took everything of
importance when it left the winter quarters in the spring of 1778*
Old fortification lines oould be better established and marked

than they are at present. There are few markers in the park*
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8. Museum Possibilities*

The museum possibilities of the area needs no dis-
cussion, They are ver great and a museum properly established
and equipped could be made extremely fascinating.

9, Tradition and Legends,

Naturally, the historical records of Valley Forge,
are pretty full and accurate, nevertheless, legends attach to
the region. One of the earliest of which I know concerns the
naming of the two high confronting hills in the park vicinity,
one of which is in the Park area. The legend runs that William
Penn very early in the history of the colory visited the region
and climbed to the top of a hill which was surmounted by rough
loose stones and boulders, making walking very difficult. This
hill he called *Mt. Misery.” Crossing Valley Creek he mounted
the opposite hill, which was carpeted with grass amid a stately
growth of forest and from which he had his first view of the
beautiful upper Schuylkill Valley, Prom sheer delight he called
this elevation "Mt. Joy,” These names remain today*

1 1 0 ,Value of (rea Compared to Others.

There is only one Valley Forge in the United State. e
Trevelyan, the Knglish historian,has called it the most famous
military camp in the world. It cannot be compared in terms of
equality, for similar purposes, with any other area in the

United States ¢ &y * tAEsSM
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11, Relation of Hlstcrloal Site to Others
| Vicinity#

Valley Forge forms an important unit in any attempt
to preserve historic sites relating to the Revolutionary era.
Nearby is Brandywine and Germntown, Not far away are Trenton,
Princeton, the Delaware Crossing and many other famous spots of
military fame,

12, History of Project,
& The Valley Forge Park was created in 1893. It has

had a slow growth since that time. In 1903 it comprised only
225 acres. Small areas were added from time to time, the largest
additions coming in 1918-1919, The present area of the park is
1506 acres, A oo;mission only a few years ago recommended the
enlargement of the park to 5000 acres, and asked that an appro- <O
priation of '500,000 be made by the State legislature for this
purpose, -0 favorable action has been taken by the State legis-
lature, Within the park the lowest price paid for land to date h
has been (160 an acre, and the highest $24,000 for one acre. Forma
Governor Pennypaoker has been the park’s greatest benefactor and
friend. It vA3 his special interest, inee his death ->tate inters
has somewhat declined in developing the park possibilities = :,P.
Oberholtzer, the historian, is one of the men most interested ar
present in the development of Valley Forge Park.

Many desirable bits of acreage remain outside the park
H its, The old brrn, which stands only a hundred yards from
Washington’s Headquarters is privately owned, and the center of
commercial activity. The House with 1/3 of an acre of ground is

held for 0100,000, Outside the present park limits are the head-



t , Melvin B* Borgenson - 10 Valley forge

ON e netale *e*yn*e

Anthony W»yne, Stirling, and f] §

*6li knoTO oonmandore of the array that wintered at
i Valley

~PEflwprlatlon made by the State of Pennsylvania |
upkeep of the park le $25,000 annually* | This U not

N1 1 1lent to undertake axy extended work, and little more than

fer general maintenance of

TIMP~Ic has not been ruined, but on the contrary* is

very lovely Indeed. In my opinion, it compares to is own advan-

111 recent Jears one billon people have
annually visited Valley POrge.

oanon Placed around the park should be re-

i§>Ved* ** W “°8t InfltancOS 1 beli®ve they are not authentic to 1

JM M f Pbr£],] |valley Forge is a national heritage and should be |
a national park.

g, :0 ?B'MAn *xtQnded developcnent in the park might be the

iM A p » old fiAaiera* village with the well

|8]H Btreeta™H p”™Il to be patterned after the One *g| | | vas |
gently erected,

and which was described in the foregoing pages.
111

park needs markers and descriptive

legends very badly. | Foot 1
. jj8h * ~vantage along certain historic parts f e
of*the old casg> ground.

~*111(Q1PVrao- -owledge a deep debt for most of the

A"Ngolng p p 0:mation regarding the development of Valley l'orge if

§jIM ] | 8h Jeww» J, Sheas, for 26 years juperintendent of <
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= Valley Ptorge Parte, a*man who loves the historic spot, and

wbo gave ne freely end gladly of his time and knowledge. It
was a pleasure to view the memorable camp site in his presence.

Very truly yours

07 Edgar Appleman
Regional Historian e

CC/Washington <F. Lee
NMlnspector Stevenson hKh RM B H

» File r"?2T S?W /|
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False Artist,” this new-
est book of Mr. Pach’s is
o: .i[ddB sotjt not of a challengingly con-
Lli-' a* 3njo troversial nature. It will probab-
Fééll L]qE% ly not make any one in the art
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on the walls; the photogrt
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your father for a thouss
part of the price that a

portrait painter would cl
for one, * * * while a vi
any movie house will giv
all kinds of landscape, Sui
or Winter, native or exotic
with effects of light and i
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Morristown, New Jersey

Dece riber 30, 1936.

The Director, '?2'V V.

Rational TTarie Smelan» "|£c. I>:'W
Washington, D* C.

m or?V \%

Dear Ur* Director”* :

i 7?1 attach a copy of a letter reoeired today from ’ire gft
Samuel S. Ellie concerning the proposed W.P.A# project for
the restoration of Valley Forge. In the fifth paragraph
of hie letter he asks for a list of the regional and district
offices which was attached to Operating Prooe’ re 'To. 0-4.

I do not have an extra copy of this list and;J(f your office
oan send this IMjP”~a hijr. Ellis | will appreciate it.

Sincerely yours,

| Elbert Cox,
Superintendent



Federal v*pk
WORKS PROGRESS AEbIM IS THATION

?or _The N
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

John H« Rankin, Director 232*248 North Eleventh St.
Districts Nos. 4 and 5 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

December 28, 19»

-r. Elbert Cox, Superintendent, fl >
:iationai; Bark Servioe, P-
Morristown National Historical Bark,
Morristown, N. J. v,

Pear Mr. Coot VALLEY FORGE PROJECT

OrflpWmp | K((a:; INvIWil«re not had a rooly *o your instructive
letter of December 16 to ?Ir. D. Kniokerbaoker Boyd is because Mr. -
Boyd has Joft W.P.A., to resume private practice in the Architects
Building, 17th h Sansom Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Mr* Boyd has turned your letter over to zee to answer and to
request you to corwrmicate with ne in the future if you have any-
thing pertaining to Valley *orge that you think would help us
bring this proposed restoration to a successful conclusion.

;, X | «he photographs of the work you are doing in Morristown arrived

;1£jl*ly and will be of great assistance,||p|B”™"||ppraer whM]££0p
work ret“mdorway.

{M Iftaur suggestion about writing to the National Park S«rf8ibe |
about data on the construction of outer earthworks is good and I
have done so. V"

.In the seoond paragraph of Operating Procedure”,. ,9956 %-e- 04i|g]|
reads, in part - "A list of the regional and district offices —
is given in Appendix A attached hereto«* This was not attached.
Can you send it to met -

irfol« C. P. franklin, Mr* Xeyser and oos3ibly myself, will take *
advantage of your kind invitation to visit Morristown some time
in the near future and X shall let you know when to expect us.

In the meantime let ne thank you for the assistance you here
already given and if suggest anything else it will be 7
greatly appreciated by - g V fl ¢t o«

Yours sincerely.

U s« & AAMSs
srl. Kills.



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Morristown, New Jersey

Dec.? ber 16» Jp3&*

The Director» * 888: |8 w I rar
r‘ Jational Perk S«g]|| ce, Pep i Il
> tasbington, 0. C. N>/ v

Dear Mr. Director:

IgBafereno* is made to Mr. Lee’s letter of December t»
enclosing correspondonce relating to a proposed 3.P.A. project for
the Restoration of VSlley forge Hneam|SMM |] In accordance witlip
the instructions contained in this letter X visited the Offices
of the vorka Progress Adninistration in Philadelphia on edneeday,
December 9, en route to .;ashington for the historical conference.
I nee accompanied by Assistant Hibtoria4,Pelvin J§ .,eig of the
Bronxvilla Office »t00 m n riding with nme to Washington and who
I was glad to have in the conference. We went to the office of w
Mr. Boyti »too had invited Mr. Charles O« Keyser, Project ~nginec»
for landscape Projects; Colonel Clarence P, Franklin, Superintendent
in Charge of Medical Sanitation; and Mr. Samuel 3. iillis, to join
the conference. g

eeatleinsn above listed are endeavor!ngj|n prepare
project to restore the Valley Forge Encampment,¢including approximately
a mile end a half of outer barrack huts which
may have been used by the Pennsylvania Brigade*” At the present time p
they ere assimilating information from which such a project can be
prepared. Mr. Self and | explained to them the work of the idrtional
Park Service, with special emphasis on the difficulties of a complete
restoration, outlining the policy of sample restoration and describing
specific examples in which the policy has been followed. It ia ¥\
doubtfhj~if the S.F.A. officers were sufficiently impressed with our
explanation because their interest is primarily in writing projects
to provide work for tf.P.A.

The one specific question asked us »wWhat methd”~ould gf
have been used in building the trenches of the outer encampment»
IHIWtMr the dirt from the ditch would have been thrown outward o]g]|
inward - 1 could not answer, but suggested sources to itoich they mighj£fjj
turn for information on this point* f T« Ip p ., ] .



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Morristown, New Jersey

Dsesoiber U, 1*J6.

Mr. D. Knlekerbaokor Boyd, oV / /*/
,, dministratito bs!stunt, .;

Jork* Progress «dniaiatntiM, /777 v/m'< - ox/
»88 forth 11th street,
o/-'s Philadelphia, PMisylTaBU« /
Ds»r Up. Boyd: I'x /Em &\/*H"

la accordance with your request of last Wednesday
1 ts oaolooiiif a few photographs which are representative of tbs ;
Historical Paik.~ftey illustrate the idea of sasjple restoration |
which, »S | explained to you, Is the policy tbllowed by tlti/i
National Fash Lirvico in its restoration program il| Historical jj|j&
srsss. 1 sould like to ranso ay Invitation to you and Mr. Kaysajp -
to visit son* of the areas in which the National Farit Service hmh;
boon working to view at first hand tone of the projects Which hstw %
beon completed. -Tie preference for tho policy of T—plt rssterotione
is based on sowersl years of experience, which iniicates rath<Bp
conclusively that o complete restoration is net only «tore expansive
in tho initial construction but also burdensoma to waintein slip/
of no »creator value Per educational purponea. Xnight also mention /
tho importance and value of a thorough ureeological investigation
of s aite before even a sample restoration is begun* This method |p]|
has proved one of thepo. t fruitful in our efforts to secure infoasoa-
tioxi shout an area on which wo planned restoration projects.

With reference to iir. koyser's question of how tho
outer earthworks would have bean cmetr cteti, | confess that 1 SB
unable to ¢jiva you authentic information. It occurs to ne that
this information wight be found in a report of the engineer who was
responsible for the plan of works, or in the official orders or |
personal correspondence of those engaged in their conitr letion. |If
it is not possible to find this datun in the -oourflh | which X have
suggested, the National p-rk service night here Information in its
files that would throw sonme li“ht on the subject.



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harrisburg, Pa.
November 30, 1936

District Office, District B,
National Park Service,

72 Pondfield Road West,
Bronxville, New York.

Subject: Development of Valley
Forge State Park

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing herewith two newspaper clippings
in reference to the proposed development at Valley Forge
State Park, one clipping from the "Harrisburg Telegraph"
and the second from the "Philadelphia Inquirer".

It appears to me, as highly important, that the
Department of Forests and Waters definitely establish a
policy for the development of this area prior to making
application for assistance from a Federal Agency for
carrying out such development.

Very truljrjrours,

JCD:GEP
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Mowmtown National Historical Park
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE PARK DIVISION

SEP 91935

September 5, 1935

2nd REGIONAL OFFICE

Seoond Regional Offioer,
National Park Service, H'ST A(('J
72 if. Pondi*ield. Road, toft/CAk

Bronxville, New York

Subjeot: Historical Report
Valley Forge Proposed National Park
Dear Sir»

We have reoeived the report of Regional Historian
Appleman on Valley Forge State Park in Pennsylvania. It is
felt that the information submitted is oomplete so far as
our present needs are concerned, and that a great deal of
information of interest has been brought together in this
report. In this instance, as in that of the George Washington
Headquarters at Brandywine, we are pleased to have some back-
ground regarding the history of the projeot.

While no further aotion should be taken by the
Regional Historian, we are holding this report for further
consideration and for Sisoussion with the Chief Historian
should he wish information on this subjeot.

Sinoerely yours,

Conrad L. Wirth
Assistant Direotor

By (iL iai? . $<L
Ronald F.Lee

Historian
State Park Divisiéon

CCs Region 11
Lee
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UNITED STAUES
DEPARTMENT OE TES INTERIOR may ?" 1935
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
BRANCH OE PLANNING 2nd REGIONM- Of fICE
EXTENSION DIVISION
PROPOSED NATIONAL PARKS & MONUMENTS r-eceived
(Eorrn of report from Regional O fficers) MW 24 1935
To be typed throughout.
2Sa®IS3ZMWTON
netter of transmittal: To be attached (summary and recommendation)
Name of Project: ffcUAgr ftM fli M
Location - (state, county, distance and direction from known city)

of Pm&*gri'visdtt ctmtm a m #ao «lki f*w m IM alfki*«

Area - Total BtfiQQ Acres Square Miles.
Boundaries - (description, reference to maps to be attached)
Proposed:
Recommended:

Accessibility:

Railway:
Highway: HifJmy, Jtout® £3.
Airline:
Waterway:
Major characteristics - (indicate those which are outstanding and
attach additional information if necessary)
1. Scenic features - (topography, elevation, plant cover,

water, etc):

tfe* lit* hu* grmt aotafta qu»UtU»* It 1» of fmthUX mtmm9 rttk
TUX«? Qmik fountac thru «am#  ttmm mmanr Nf&nttfadi ftamm
«t ~«attmwmtmm luai 1» max foil«
2. Historical or prehistoric features:
aorta« U» rtattr of 17TM.72® m® Oa«Ua«akrt Aasjr *»a«r oarwsd of
Qmpi» «» Mast*» mamt tmm9 »MJU it» svttUfc mwsA#&.

fk* aU liiti tmtmm «f Ik* »way k n riyiiilli mm «1 tM r i —wws «dMc
3* Geological features: A*ptc>g Qfcfm



10053/3

4. Recreational possibilities (if compatible with project)

National:

Local:

Q portoniits for hiking, torto»«# riéiag#
ekUto. csuaptm, ftabito» toto™asito» «to «toting &* premi»

Estimated population within a radius oflgg n”llilteSZ\9 - pVito

200 t Y,
y /iy g,

5. Biological features:
Vegetative:

Very to«*y «to teswriato gamirto of gy*w» «ito boranood toms prm rfx»«
In «tom i«* *r «*»
W ildlife:

tra*t, «to vnrioto Im * «f i»U m*t *u«h «e retoit*

Need for conservation:

to* «*O» to to« «stato at XSO« aarm to already
e «tot« perte, «<to toemfor y«*to«tot* ftor* «*e «my plots to tato

nature elsewhere:

bm&gmrtara to bamanla kxthaay toys», sterling, f*ul**ki «to »torn«

of art« «to outslto to Itoli* to Ito par k at to« prmMft I1*a.

% r* to oaljr am «alley tor«« to our »»U r» tocatry# It to on*

to ito »ost to orto»» Motori* «m » to »to .«rolutiorutry tor portto to am

tuttofa It I* m m ttm Illy at Ito «alito* ritorto fan * *«ft«tol
Possible development - M ottoltok. tovto
Recreational facilities (if cSpatidle vnxh project) :

It 1* ocmbtful if It «amid to «<U* to opto »to pal tar

witoitl— | towtapwwx
U tilities "

Water supply:

ito *»t«n «to#ly u ttor mab
Parking spe,ce, capacity:

tto ftofettot «pumi 1« *4«to*to to ~awd*»  rtyamrtto to# to
Campground sites, capacity: «**toE i» tto fallirg,

tow« to* maat toto* «totoit* taa aamatma/m tf it to «Mirato* ttot top
Light and power facilities: fliMmdMI to f W «F'lirila

Tbora ara ?0**r 1la** is »to é/icinity at ttotan ton««*



100532

Sewerage disposal facilities:

ha»* to ho prvnGM for m mummom itiiopw K i#
Capacity for handling of visitors:

DaU®Ilt«&* % » e+ art gooa *07ao0 to ao#t part# of tfe* mxk «1 tbo
frqcMNK% ti®0*

Practicability of administration and protection:

*** paUfc© that of othor p*#Ub praottaal* Ho par*
tom boo» o<Mta|«UMi toy the »tot# of fn h ™~ v»4i for aoarly «0 yaara*

Other land uses -
Mining resources:

Agricultural resources:

¢hgrtaoltttj'ol portil*# fpttoaai m Imu mmwH atom of pofe*

Grazing:

@004 crteifif; ibw*

Cultivated crops:

taMN& so luné wtotio park liana*

Timber:
mooh of the ww@a 1« f&a jNHfti 1» woofloi* %» traao «.-a
har-dwooi* ebiefly #**«

Hunting & Fishing.uses:

Ifearo oto trout in fell«* ctwafc*

Power Resources:

A Italtoé oserait of not«w -=>« eaolft ho 4**alos?®4 M |
foiltgr Qr\M* «hitth U oorly y«or» promt* th» pomm» for two coiA«*i.-ot
ok rcoal bumia« froo ¢Vrsueaa*

Irrigation Resources:

imiOkUm not atodoi*.



100532

Ownership :
Railways;
State :
Municipalities;
Private;

Mining claims:
Grazing permits and withdrawals:
Power permits:
Total permit acreage

National forest lands:
Public domain:
Reclamation projects:
Indian lands:
Total public lands

Total acreage .
4 «iW 1m »

Land values:

History of project:
«ami mm a «tat« park is 139* «ttfc oaly « tm *#r«e*
ek Ota* to tin «Isox tiwraiitind hm o Ik
tk* U**#«* ddéitiiMio Wing, n il la 18101919, m til at tfeo pras&ai
tisn %h\v aro 1809 «sr « la ik* «tat» «<mo4 pwfc* 1*« ot«t« of «ttn*yivca&«
ttIM IikW tNk t» WHO* « turn «r 1800,999 altk «Molt ti fAMVA «Ht to*

Local attitude: 'knntorl«« «* tin put* m8 him* »w *J=*+*i ftU «(U

IM* mattar * « not Umntiflatai a# tko fi«wr«l public 4oc« not kao» ite*
ttaf* i* * mvmmwt uabar w| to tm * * National statoti«! fmtk in
mi* «@wm imp mm* I «* mi* t* i«*** u ** jw itn tti mop«# | mum»
Persons interested: M K tlr«ttt wom fet faftamhl* t* « tVAMTO» *t tip
aw« to tm | tlaatl QuwwmmtU

Itinerary (Sheet to pe attached) j , N TtariUky, *aca*| *tk,

- ) «4 «*# Orlvtm aroaai tm tntfc by m ptriftt«** >.&«o#
Bibliography:

List of photographs, maps and printed information submitted:
(Sheet to be attached)

Note: AIll maps which are specially prepared by the
Regional Offices should conform to one of the

following standard sizes:

Letter size - 18" x 24" - 24" x 36"
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Valley Forge

The camp ground of Washington’'s Army in
the winter of 1777-78, is held and administered
as a public park by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania through the Valley Forge Park
Commission.1 By successive enlargements the
reservation has come to embrace about 1500
acres, comprehending the major part of the
area occupied by the troops. Its name is hal-
lowed by the great anxiety which then, at the
most critical period in the history of the Revo-
lution, attended the American cause, and by the
physical distress endured by the soldiers while
they remained here.

On September 11, 1777, on the field of
Brandywine, Washington and his army had met
the British, who had landed from ships at the
head of the Chesapeake, in August, 1777, for
an advance on Philadelphia, the capital of the
Colonies which had declared their Indepen-
dence. Retreating from this disastrous field
another engagement, not more successful, had
been fought on October 4th, at Germantown,
whereupon General Howe, in command of the
“Redcoats,” a vanguard of whom, a few days
earlier, had entered Philadelphia, comfortably
settled down for the winter in that city.

Still watching the enemy, Washington mean-
time, about the first of November, went into
camp at Whitemarsh, six miles north of the
battlefield at Germantown. Hearing, probably
through General Anthony Wayne, whose home
was in the neighborhood, of the commanding
position of the hills at Valley Forge, the army,
after a halt of a few days at Gulph Mills, six
miles east, nearer Philadelphia, was removed
to this ground.

About 11,000 soldiers, nearly 3,000 of whom
far want of shoes, and for other reasons, were
unfit for duty, reached Valley Forge on or
about December 19, 1777, and, felling trees,
quickly raised several hundred huts of logs,
chinked with clay and thatched with twigs,
boughs, straw and tent cloth, put wooden bunks
within them, and here found winter shelter.

H owt well the ground surveyed the western
approaches of Philadelphia may be understood

1Created by Act of the General Assembly May 30, 1893,
“for the purpose of peipetuating and preserving the site on
which Washington’s army was encamped, December 19, 1777,
to June 19, 1778; to restore it as nearly as possible in its
original condition as a military camp, ahd maintain it forever
as a public place or park, for the enjoyment of the people
of the State.”

by a visit to the observatory on Mount Joy, or
to the sites of the redoubt now called Fort
Washington, which overlooks the Great Valley in
Chester County, and the old Star Redoubt, where
the eye may sweep the Schuylkill River on its
way to Philadelphia, as well as the roads beyond
in Montgomery County. Over the river, as
an aid to quicker movement in case of need,
General Sullivan built a temporary bridge of
logs, thrown across timbers which rested upon
piers set in the bed of the stream. The hill,
called Mount Joy, looking out over William
Penn’s Proprietary Manor of Mount Joy, a
gift by him to his daughter Letitia very
early in the history of Pennsylvania, sloping
down to the east, was the strength of the posi-
tion. A line of earth-works was thrown up on
the brow of the hill. This was a back line, or
inner line of defense, and behind it several bri-
gades were encamped. The bastions on this line
were the forts now distinguished as Fort Wash-
ington, Fort Huntington and the Star Redoubt.
Beyond, further east, was a similar, a front or
outer, line of breastworks. Distinct traces of
these entrenchments may still be seen and are
the most interesting features of the Park.

To raise the defenses and increase the shel-
ter which they might afford in case of assault,
tree trunks and stumps, fence rails, pointed
stakes, brush and other obstructions were add-
ed to, or laid in front of, the mounds of earth
and rock. These have long since disappeared.

The broad level space in the centre of the
Park was the “Grand Parade.” Here Baron
von Steuben, after he arrived, drilled the tat-
tered, unskilled soldiers, and increased their
fitness for service in the campaigns which were
to follow. On this ground, on May 6, 1778,
the troops were reviewed and, with many a
huzza and feu de joie, the news of the French
Alliance, the turning point of the war, was cele-
brated.

The officers quartered themselves 'in the
houses of the families, mostly Quakers, who
hereabouts gained meagre livelihoods by culti-
vating fields cleared for tillage in the aborigi-
nal forests. The most interesting of these head-
quarters buildings is Washington’s. This is the
house at the time owned by Isaac Potts, a young
preacher of the Society of Friends, who had a
grist mill the wheel of which was turned by
Valley Creek, flowing in front of the house,
near the point of its junction with the Schuyl-
kill.  Washington, who had been living under
a marquee or tent in the camp, came, on the

eve of Christmas Day, to this house which
the occupants vacated for his use. Within
these simple walls throughout the winter he
dwelt, conferred with his aides and his gen-
erals— Lafayette, Knox, Morgan, Wayne, Na-
thanael Greene, Alexander Hamilton, von
Steuben, de Kalb, Muhlenberg and the rest—
addressed his appeals to Congress and planned
his future campaigns. Martha Washington
came from Virginia and joined her husband at
the camp in February, 1778. An attempt has
been made to restore the house to the form
and aspect which it had at that day.

The Mount Joy, or Valley Forge, a small
iron manufactory where smithies worked at their
fires, which gave its name to the camp, was
situated a few hundred yards farther up the
creek. Burned by British raiders in September,
1777, it was not rebuilt until after the war.
Like the grist mill the forge drew its power
from a dam in the little stream. Most of the
other houses occupied as commanders’ head-
quarters (except General Varnum’s) are on
ground outside of, though adjacent to, the Park
and are not open to inspection.

The army at Valley Forge, upon the coming
of spring, began to reconnoitre the surround-
ing country. Immediately upon hearing of the
evacuation of Philadelphia, detachments of
“Continentals” entered that city; the main
body, with Washington in command, which had
begun to move out of the camp on June 18, 1778,
to flank the British and harry them as they
retired across the Jerseys, gave their rear lines
a vigorous blow at Monmouth.

While the army, upon its coming to the
camp, is said to have numbered about 11,000
men, as a result of privation (they were “naked
and starving” Washington wrote to Governor
Clinton in February, 1778) and the outbreak
of infectious diseases, so many died during the
winter and were invalided to improvised hospitals
in the neighborhood, that the command at one
time is thought to have included few more than
5,000 effective men.

Issued by the Valley Foi'ge Park Commission

Fred F. Hallowell James E. Fisher
Chairman  pr pavid H. Keller

Howard R'{:/?(?gdéhairman Mrs. Gustav Ketterer

Ellis Paxson ObeSrhoItzer George M. Kime

ecretary
Mrs. Bessie Dobson Albert Cook Myers

Altemus Curtis Sooy
Milton G. Baker Lewis E. Staley
Mrs.  Anthony Wayne Secretary of Forests
Cook . and Waters, ex-officio
Mrs. Sallie C. DeMois June 1, 1932
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T he New York T imbs Book Review, December 4, 1938.
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M & 'M#4i: wildes Thinks Its Importance:
n * .
= 5 s . .
VALLEY FORGE. Harry given to borrowing chickens and
Emerson Wildes. trated. i 'other provender as long as the

337+**»» PP- New York'. The
Macmillan Company. $3.50.

By R. L. DUFFV8

N the year 1742 three Pennl
sylvfl at Dutch descent

a forge on the

banks cif a small stream emp-
lying hito the Schuylkill River,
not far above Philadelphia, as we
now reckon distances. Later
John Potts took it over, using
Negro slaves and white redemp-
tioners and turning out "excellent
hardware, nails, hinges, latches
and small tools." Yet, for all this

forced labor, the place came to 7;its enemies.

be a symbol ot human freedom,
achieved under difficulties. It
was known as Valley Forge, and
to it, on Dec. 1», 1777, came
George Washington with 11,000
Continentals and militia, of whom
4,000 were sick or wounded.
Washington had been driven out
of New York and across the Jer-
j4AMgw~ The British General- Hhtoe
had taken Philadelphia The
Continentals had been lucky to
get away with their army intact
after the fighting at the Brandy-
wine and at Germantown, This
was, as Mr. Wildes says in this
simple, seemingly accurate and
Hp$j)*ry moving booi*~i*Mrest ebb
of the Revolution.

calls up pictures of bloody foot-
prints in the snow, of a general
saying his prayers behind-some
shrubbery, of a heroic people he-
Tho
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sources' oi supplies lasted. The
situation was quite hopeless, yet

~outof it came, in the Spring, an

unbeatable army.

Most of us may think of Val-
ley Forge as an ordeal of many
months. The worst of it was over

;by the middle of March, when
food had begun to come in, and
for a time the "unseasonable heat
revived the spirits of the troops/*
But for three months Washing-
ton's army was in a condition in
which it probably could not have
resisted a determined attack by

One marvels, in

~reading Mr. Wildes's unemotional
yet'singularly effective account,
how it held together at all.

It probably endured more than
any other citizen army in history,
without ac.tual fighting. The only
explanation of its persistence is
that it was a triumph of will
power—Ilargely the will power of
George Washington. This shy,
dignified Virginia planter, whose
portrait has come down to us
with a mouthful of false teeth,
had something in him that made
plain, ordinary, hard-swearing,
hard-drinking, undisciplined civil-
ian soldiers stick with him. Steu-
ben, that doughty Prussian vet-
eran, drilled them within an inch
of their lives after he took hold,
but it was Washington who made
them an army, and by sinking
sectional and State jealousies in a
common discipline made a nation.

From the Copley Print of a Painting by Edwin M. Abbey.

conducted and from careful at-
tention to his sources (though he
does not give a bibliography and
does not go in for footnotes), has
made the events of which the
Valley Forge encampment was
the center as real as yesterday’s
news. For him Washington’s sol-
diers are as much flesh and blood
as the men who fought at Gettys\
burg or in the Argonne Forest.
They are not the impossible crea-
tures of poetry and legend or pri-
mary school histories. They
fought well when well-led and ran
away when it seemed wise. They
grumbled when things went well

at Valley Forge

Emphasized

Steuben Drills the Troops.

were cold they took the farmers’
fence-rails for fires.

They were not kind to Tories
or to innkeepers who refused to
chalk up drinks on the house.
They suffered horribly for three
months and were stoical about it,
but yelled like hyenas when their
officers made them take ten-min-
tite baths in the icy Spring wa-
ters of the Schuylkill. They broke
loose when newB came of the
French alliance, and Washington
had to invent a “convenient in-
disposition” when they went
charging down toward his head-
quarters, a little too hilarious for

(From "Valley Forge.")

rick’'s Day, and order was only
restored when Washington gave
a general holiday on the ground
that March 17 was also the an-
niversary of the British evacua-
tion of Boston.

But they were entitled to high
spirits when opportunity came.
They had been through hell. The
shrieks of wounded men, operated
on without anesthetic, followed
every battle. Men marched in
rags, sometimes barefooted, and
did indeed leave blood on the
road. At Valley Forge they built
their huts in the snow, and Wash-
ington lived in a tent until all
his soldiers were under some kind
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given to borrowing chickens and
.other provender as long as the

ot supplies |asted. The
situation was quite hopeless, yet
*00&gpt it came, in the Spring, an

S8FW"tiW'y W*,,iT4X three Petm™J. unbeatable army.

I sylvanians of Dutch descent
JL established a forge on the
banks of a small stream emp-
tying ipto the Schuylkill River,
not far above Philadelphia, as we
now reckon distances. Later
John Potts took it over, using
Negro slaves and white redemp-
tioners and turning out “excellent
hardware, nails, hinges, latches
and small tools.” Yet, for all this
forced labor, the place came to
be a symbol 0$ human freedom,
achieved under difficulties. It
was known as Valley Forge, and
4M1 Dec. “IV,? 1777, came
George Washington with 11,000
Continentals and militia, of whom
4,000 were sick or wounded.
Washington had been driven out
of New York and across the Jer-
seys. The British General Howe
had taken Philadelphia. The
Continentals had been lucky to
get away with their army intact
after the fighting at the Brandy-
wine and at Germantown, This
was, as Mr. Wildes says in this
simple, seemingly accurate and
very moving book, the lowest ebb
of the Revolution.
To most of us Valley Forge
calls up pictures of bloody foot-
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Most of us may think of Val-
j~y Forge as an ordeal of many
> months. The worst of it was over
by the middle of March, when
food had begun to come in, and
for a time the “unseasonable heat
revived the spirits of the troops.”
But for three months Washing-
ton’s army was in a condition in
which it probably could not have
resisted a determined attack by
its enemies. One marvels, in
- reading Mr. Wildes’s unemotional
yet singularly effective account,
how it held together at all.

It probably endured more than
any othercitizen army in history,
without acjtual fighting. The only
explanation, of its persistence is
that it was a triumph of will
power—Ilargely the will power of
George Washington. This shy,
dignified Virginia planter, whose
portrait has come down to us
with a mouthful of false teeth,
had something in him that made
plain, ordinary, hard-swearing,
hard-drinking, undisciplined civil-
ian soldiers stick with him. Steu-
ben, that doughty Prussian vet-
eran, drilled them within an inch
of their lives after he took hold,
but it was Washington who made
them an armv. and bv Sinking

Importance-H#

Steuben Drills the Troop».

leen Sufficiently Emphasized

From the Copley Print of a Painting by Edwin M. Abbey. (From ! Valley Forge.“)

conducted and from careful at-
tention to his sources (though he
does net give a bibliography and
does not go in for footnotes), has
made the events of which the
Valley Forge encampment was
the center as real as yesterday’s
news. For him Washington’s sol-
diers are as much flesh and blood
as the men who fought at Gettysi
burg or in the Argonne Forest.V'
They are not the impossible crea-
tures of poetry and legend or pri-
mary school histories. They
fought well when well-led and ran

were cold they took the farmers’
fence-rails for fires.

They were not kind to Tories
or to innkeepers who refused to
chalk up drinks on the house.
They suffered horribly for three
months and were stoical about it,
but yelled like hyenas when their
officers made them take ten-min-
ute baths in the icy Spring wa-
ters of the Schuylkill. They broke
loose when news came of the
French alliance, and Washington
had to invent a “convenient in-
disposition” when they went

rick’'s Day, and order was only
restored when Washington gave
a general holiday on the ground
that March 17 was also the an-
niversary of the British evacua-
tion of Boston.

But they were entitled to higl
spirits when opportunity came
They had been through hell. Th<
shrieks of wounded men, operate«
on without anesthetic, follow»
every battle. Men marched ii
rags, sometimes barefooted, am
did indeed leave blood on th<
road. At Valley Forge they bull
their huts in the snow, and Wash
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Mr. Wildes says is this
seemingly accurate and
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' sources of supplies lasted. The
situation was quite hopeless, yet

- out of it came, in the Spring, an
unbeatable army.

, Most of us may think of Val-
ley Forge as an ordeal of many
® months. The worst of it was over

» by the middle of March, when
,food hod begun to come in, and
'for a time the “unseasonable heat
revived the spirits of the troops."”
But for three months Washing-

' Jon's army was in a condition in
which it probably could not have
resisted a determined attack by
its, enemies. One marvels, in
- reading Mr. Wildes’s unemotional
yet singularly effective account,
how it beki together at all.

It probably endured more than
any othercitiaen army in history,
without actual fighting. The only
explanation of its persistence is
that'it was a triumph of will
power—largely the will power of
George Washington. This shy,
dignified Virginia planter, whose
portrait has come down to us
with a mouthful of false teeth,
had something in him that made

’ ordinary, hard-swearing,
hard-drinking, undisciplined civil-
ian soldiers stick with him. Steu-
ben, that doughty Prussian vet-
eran, drilled them within an inch
of their lives after he took hold,
but it was Washington who made
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From ihe Copley Print o a Painting by EJwin M. Abbey.

conducted and from careful at-
tention to his sources (though he
does net give a bibliography and
does not go in for footnotes), has
made the events of which the
Valley Forge encampment was
the center as real as yesterday's
newa For him Washington's sol-
diers are as much flesh and blood
as the men who fought at Gettys\
burg or in the Argonne Forest.'
They are not the impossible crea-
tures of poetry and legend or pri-
mary school histories. They

l1é fe

at Valley Forg
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Steuben Drills the Troop*.

were cold they took the farmers’
fence-calls for fires.

They were not kind to Tories
or to innkeepers who refused to
chalk 'up drinks on the house.
They suffered horribly for three
~nontb4#nd were stoical about It,
buty M i likc hyenas when their
officers made them take ten-min-
ute baths in the icy Spring wa-
ters atthe Schuylkill. They broke
loose when news came of the
French idlianoe, and Washington
had to invent a “convenient In-
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riek’'s Day, and order was on!
restored when Washington gat
a general holiday on the grout
that March 17 was also the ai
niversary of the British evacui
tion of Boston.

But they were entitled to hi]
spirits when opportunity cam
They had been through hell. T1
shrieks of wounded men, operab
on without anesthetic, follow!
every battle. Men marched
rags, sometimes barefooted, ai
did Indeed leave blood on ti
road. At Valley Forge they hall



