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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Ph.215-597-9'9 7 0
WE ARE PLEASED TO MAKE THIS --------------
MATERIAL AVAILABLE TO YOU

Feb. 13, 1991M s . Lorett Treese 
337 Paoli Woods 
Paoli, Pa. 19301
Dear Ms. Treese:
Enclosed is a photocopy of the content; 
of the folder: "HISTORICAL REPORT 
VALLEY F ORGE PROPOSED NATIONAL PARK 

Prepared by 
Roy Edgar Appleman 
'Rfegional Historian 
Second Regional Office 

Bronxville, N.Y."
Contents of the file have been stapled 
together to reflect how they were filed, 
but I have put everything in chronologi 
cal order with 1940 on top of the pile.
After we spoke, I looked more carefully 
at Unrau's Administrative History. He 
does cite Appleman's report correctly in 
note 49, p. 251. Note 76 refers to Form 
10-317 dated Jan. 6, 1937, not to the
Appleman report itself.
Good luck in your project. Let me know 
if I can he of further help to you.

Clifford Tobias, Ph. D. Regional Histor .an

UVA:- f-1 er. / Usieves

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MID-ATLANTIC REGION 
143 SOOTH THIRD STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE THANKS YOU FOR 
YOUR RECENT INQUIRY.

H  THE ENCLOSED INFORMATION ISSUPPLIED 
WITH OUR COMPLIMENTS.

□  WE REGRET WE ARE UNABLE TO FURNISH 
THE MATERIAL REQUESTED. OUR SUPPLY IS 
EXHAUSTED.

□  YOUR REQUEST IS FOR INFORMATION THE 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE DOES NOT HAVE 
AVAILABLE TO SEND YOU. EVEN SO, WE ARE 
ENCLOSING MATERIAL WE HOPE WILL BE USEFUL.

□  ATTACHED IS A LISTING OF PUBLICATIONS.

WE ARE PLEASED TO LEARN OF YOUR INTEREST 
IN OUR ACTIVITIES.
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Name..Yalley.Jtarge..ïïa£iQnal..Hia.tori£al..Pârfc,... P -----

Location_Chester.-County,— Pennsylvania.__________  ___

Owner..._15û6-acres..S.ta±e-Qwned.;......... .....____ ...
3I194 acres, privately owned.

Address...................... .....................  ...

Sponsor______ ____ ____ ________ ___________ ______

Address........................ ........ ..........
Period RévoluW  War

Description and importance ._I?ujriĴ _ the. winter. 1.7.T7“1.7.78_ the 

Ctontineirtal__Army___mder.S-QitE!and^

cafflEed..here^__wMlç__the..Erttis_h.occupi_ed_PMlMelpMa,^ 

Herfi..dmring...tke._âMful._.¥int.er..mDBtLj5_,_.£aron.von 

drille.d__tL.e_.r_agge.d..md.half-^arvM.mn..___l'lai^_of _.the_

grÊat..B8Jæs..oX.-.early:.iai]erl.cm.Ms.tc>ry;_.are_.to_.M..fQund.

ainong...ti30s.e.wJiO-.l±Y.ed.at...Y.alley..EQrge..that__winterr.......

Georga-Washington,.. Alexander.. Hamilton,-Had_Anthony...

Wayna,-General --Stirling,-Pulaski,-.and- many.jQthers.— ..The

historical .remains,-dnclnding-^— fine-old-colonial-Jiouse

and-a-school-house-4iated-J.'il4r-are-extensive-and-inter-
estingCondition____Goo.d.______ __ Care ...St&te..ParH......... .

Open to public _._Xes_...-------------------------- ----------

NPS field report-iy.-R.E.. □  NPS research report....... ...... □
Appleman

HA B S  measurements.. ___□  Supplementary material   □
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Valley Forge Park Commission, 
Valley Forge, Pa.

January 9th, 1940.

H IS TO R IC A L R U

Mr. Herbert E. Kahler, Supt.
Morristown National Historical Park,
Morristown, New Jersey.

Dear Mr. Kahler:

I regret that I was not able to contact you when you made your 
recent visit to Valley Forge Park, particilarly as the personnel 
at the Jockey Hollow reservation was so kind to me during a 
visit at that site about two years ago.

With reference to your inquiry regarding the restored Revolutionary 
Soldiers' Hut at Valley Forge, it occurs to me that the most 
satisfactory assistance that we could render would be, first, to 
give you 9 copy of the specifications on which our restoration 
was based.

The hut at Valley Forge Park was donated by the Pennsylvania 
Society Sons of the Revolution, altho the work was done by park 
labor. As a result of considerable research Mr. D. Knickerbocker 
Boyd, Architect, a member of that Society, provided the specifi
cations under date of April 29t£, 1935 - the copy of which I 
refer is enclosed herewith.

It might be interesting as a guide if you knew exactly the costi 
The park supplied the logs, other materials cost $100.09, and the 
item of labor amounted to #379.65, making the total cash outlay 
$439.74, which as I have indicated, does not include the cost of 
the logs.

If I have not covered all of the data you would like to have do 
not hesitate to ask for additional information. Kind personal 
regards and best wishes for 1940.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) Gilbert S. Jones

SECRETARY
VALLEY FORGE PARK COMMISSION



S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

receîved
JAN H I S 40

for
LOG HUT 
at

VALLEY FORGE.

*■3^
April 29th, (JL935.

Levels and Grades. The top of the south stone wall (and bottom of 
first log) at the' road side front end (South) sha" 1 occur at a level 
six inches (6") below the nail now driven in the stake at the South
west corner of the site. The front and back lines of the hut shall 
be moved back toward the North one foot (12") from the position as 
staked out on April 27th and the sides shall be moved one foot (12") 
toward the West.
The top of the stone wails on the East and West sides shall be 
down one log lower than the front wall. The top of stone wall on 
the chimney end (North) shall be down one log lower than the side 
walls.
The inside floor shall be of earth, puddled and tamped, with the 
level flush with the top of the stone wall at South front.
The outside grade shall be determined after the stone work is 
completed and in general shall be a fill of several inches at 
the South front to perhaps a foot at the North end on each side.
Any sodding or seeding will be the subject of later discussion.
Excavation and Stone Work. Excavate trenches one foot six inches 
(18") in width by two feet (24") deep below the existing grade.
These trenches to be fourteen feet (14* - 0") from East to West and 
sixteen feet (16’- 0") apart from North to South. The foundation 
for the chimney to be six feet six inches (6’- 6") in width, pro
jecting three feet six inches (3’ - 6").
Fill all trenches with local stone laid in hap-hazard manner in 
mortar composed of one part Portland cement, three parts sand and 
one quarter part lime. From the grade line up, the outside of 
all walls are to batter in till they are approximately twelve 
inches (12") at the top with a rough 2" champher on the top out
side edge. The facing stone are not to be built to a line and the 
mortar is to be kent well back in some joints and is to be allowed 
to ooze out in others. There shall be no pointing done and the 
effect to be aimed at is to be that which would have been obtained 
by soldiers laying stone work in a hurry in cold weather. The 
mortar for the fireplace and the chimney shall be one part cement, 
one part lime and six parts sand and the inside of the fireplace 
shall be dashed with mortar and roughly trowelled.
Form a throat to the fireplace using stone masonry till the flue 
is reached at which point use 18" x 18" fire clay flue lining 
against which the chinking for logs of chimney will be built as 
logs are laid.
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log side Walls, Door and Windows. Build the side walls of barked 
logs, whole and sound, of local growth, exclusive of poplar, each 
log to approximate ten inches (10”) in diameter at butt end and 
eight inches (8”) at narrowest end. Allow approximately 2" space 
between logs laying with alternate thickest and thinnest diameters 
adjacent to each other. The bottom of the first log in each case 
is to be squared off with axe or adze to present about four to 
five inches of flat surface to rest on top of stone wall - except 
at ends which project beyond stone wall where the logs shall be 
full round, projecting about fifteen inches (15") to the extreme 
of axe cut end. All logs to be blocked apart as laid with pieces 
of well seasoned 2" x 2" cut about 3" long and spaced about one 
foot (12”) apart and well nailed in place (These will later be 
covered up with the mortar chinking). At frequent intervals 
drive nails partly into the logs as additional support for the 
mortar chinking.
The ends of all logs shall project from six inches (6”) to about 
fifteen inches (15") with axe cuts of irregular shape and an 
occasional sawed end or combination of saw and axe cut. Each log is 
to be chamfered on the top and notched on the bottom to fit over 
one another. Before each top log is placed in position the 
chamfer on the log below is to be heavily puttied with Pecora or 
similar caulking compound. Before logs are laid at door and 
windows, the jambs shall be set in place, the same to consist of 
not less than 3" x 6" roughly hewn oak with rabbit cut out for the 
door and the window sash. The sill to door to consist of stone 
slabs like the steps leading down to same and the sills to two 
windows are to consist of sloping cuts out of the logs with de
pressed rabbit in the stone sill for door (which opens in) and 
raised rabbit on the wood sills for window sash (which open out).
The wood jambs are to be cut down against these sills. The top 
log of each side wall is to be approximately 6 ft. 6 in.' to the 
top from the floor and these two logs are to be long enough to 
project two feet (24") at front and back to receive barge logs 
of gables.
Door. The door is to be of split wood with tight knots showing, 
about 1-|" in thickness, with battens of the same on the inside, 
to be hung on wooden hinges made similar to those in adjoining 
guard houses, but heavier, and with a wooden latch and lift. The 
head of door opening to be adzed out of the lintel log.
Windows. The sash shall be hand made in accordance with details 
to be furnished. Each shall be hinged at the top with raw-hide 
thongs and open out. The heads of window openings to be adzed 
out of lintel logs. The sash are to be "glazed" with airplane 
cloth, yellow in color.
Chinking of logs. Between all logs fill the spaces with mortar 
consisting of one part Portland cement, one part lime and six parts 
yellow jersey gravel or yellow local bank sand. As the mortar is 
placed insert small stones among the projecting nails and between 
the wooden strips that keep the logs apart and thoroughly embed 
the stones and wooden strips so that they do not show. Before the 
mortar sets strike off the exposed surfaces inside and out with a 
scooped shaped garden trowel to give the appearance of clay chink-



about 2-|n. The lower bunks to be four feet six inches (4* 6") 
wide, the upper bunks three feet wide (3* 0”), all six feet six 
inches (6* 6”) long. Above the supports, and to which they shall 
be secured, place two thin logs from eave log to eave log, to 
also act as collar beams. At all available places in side wall 
logs inside the hut drill and drive in tapered wooden pegs as 
if to hang clothing from.
Staining. Before any chinking is done give all surfaces of all 
logs one good coat of creosote stain. Apply same stain to all 
surfaces of fence rails before they are used as roofing. On 
completion give all exposed surfaces of roof sheathing one coat of 
oil stain, dark brown in color. Apply the same to all surfaces 
of door, sash and jambs.
Furnish and do everything necessary to finish the hut in a manner 
suitable to the spirit and intent of its erection as a replica 
of the huts constructed by the brave men who suffered the hard
ships of the winter of 1777-78. Leave the premises clean and 
orderly.
Erect one tall thin tree, near roadway, as a flag pole. Secure 
pulley at top and stanchion below with double length of suitable 
woven cord for a flag to be furnished and infurled by the Penn
sylvania Society of the Sons of the Revolution on completion of 
the hut on or before June 18th 1935.

D. Knickerbocker Boyd, Architect 
Architects’ Building, 
Philadelphia, Penna.



U N ITE D  STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR f a j  

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
STA TE  P A R K  D IV IS IO N

Sr* Melvin B. Borgenson 
■Regional O ffic e r  
State Park .G.W.,
72 #.« Pondfield Load 
B ronxville , K.Y.

Dear Mr# Borgenson:

Subjects H is to r ica l Report on V a lley  Forge 
proposed Rational Park Area#

1* H is to r ica l Importance o f the S ite .

V a lley  Forge is  a name that reaches back to the 

b irth  o f  the /merican Ration. I t  was here in  the winter o f 

1777-1778 that a small group o f men, scarcely 3000 in number, 

the remnant o f  Washington1 a array, displayed a fo rtitu d e  and 

courage that must have Ween insp iring to th e ir  leaders. I t  was 

a t Va lley  Forge that the American Colon ial army was r e a lly  bom, 

fo r  p rior to th is  time there was l i t t l e  organization among the 

co lon ia l troups. At Valley  Forge, during the awful winter 

months, Baron von Steuben d r il le d  the ragged and h a ll starved 

men, u n til by spring the army, which had grown by recru its  and 

new enlistments to about 12,000, could face the B ritish  regu

lars  and manoeuver against them with s k i l l .

liany o f the great names o f  early  Amor lean h istory  are 

to be found among those who liv ed  at Valley Forge during that 

cold and gloomy w inter, George ashington, Lafayette, Baron von

72 w. Pondfield Road 
B ronxville , H.Y.
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’4pftBben, lexandcr Hamilton, Mad Anthony Wayne, General S t ir l in g , 

Pulaski, and many others* Without Va lley  Porge there could have 

he«a no Gettysburg, and without Gettysburg there could have been 

no permanent union. Troopé|Ì||É p ra c t le a l l j  a l l  the o r ig in a l 

'¡Ifclrteen states were represented at Valley Forge. .Descend 

o f  thase men are now scattered among the fo r ty -e igh t states which 

sake our nation, from the A tlan tic  to the P a c if ic ,  From Canada to 

KkkI co. Surely, i f  any spot has a deep seated and honorable claim 

to National p ride, I t  is  Valley  Forge. #

Valley  Forge undoubtled has the ca lib re  required fo r  

a National Park area. Of a l l  the s ite s  in  Pennsylvania which 

have come to my atten tion , I t  ic  best adapted and suitab le f o r i  

a national park area. The State i  Pennsylvania now owns Valley 

Forge, w ith an acreage o f  1506 acres. Many desirab le b its  o f  

acreage are s t i l l  p r iva te ly  owned, end fo r  the proper develop

ment o f  the area as a national park,i they should be purchased by 

;|tie government. , The Vallsy  Forge tate Park has been only 

s l ig h t ly  developed due to a lack o f  funds. | The s it e  is  very 

beau tifu l and at the present time is  unspoiled by too many markers 

and a general c lu tte r in g  up o f  the old h is to r ic  s i t e .  I  strongly 

recommend that an attempt be made to have th is s i t e  transferred 

from the State government o f  Penns lvan la  to the National govern

ment • i

H is to r ica l Remains on S ite .

®he h is to r ic a l remains in  Valley  Forge are extensive 

and very in teres tin g . A f in e  o ld  co lon ia l house, w ell preserved, 

known as ashington*a headqu r te rs , stands along the banks o f 

V a lley  Creek. I t  has been provided with furniture ^  sundry
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a r t ic le s  typ ica l to a nans ion house o f our early  co lon ia l 

period, Q§

- : 4  I Several other buildings are included In  the park /'—¿.'u 

area, among then being the o ld  co lo n ia l bam, now used fo r  the d 

uperintendent*b o f f i c e .^  A museum build ing is  c lose by the 

Washington headquarters and the o ld  bam . A l l  these buildings M 

have been preserved in  th e ir  o r ig in a l appearance, ’̂ ¿a' 4.,Q. '<

| Some distance from the above laentioned group o f  p  jjp|

buildings Is  a quaint o ld  one-roan school house, dated 1714,

This date was uncovered only recen tly , when a modern coating o f  

mortar o f  son* kind was removed from the w alls to  restore the 

bu ild ing to i t s  o r ig in a l apperu’anoe^yjBa the school house the 

benches fo r  the pupils extend along the walls on two sides o f  

the rood. Quaint f i t t i n g  ;ivo the old school house on atuosjher< 

that makes i t  one o f  the most In teresting things, cu ltu ra lly , to 

be seen in  the

w|s There are many miles o f  old  earth works and trenches, 

w e ll defined, w ith in the park area* There ere  also many sunken 

areas or p its  which mark the spots where the cabins o f  the 

so ld iers  stood. They are in rows or streets in m ilita ry  fashion. 

ig| 5,K>lfeconlc qu a lities  o f  tu oa.

She scenic qu a lit ies  o f  the area are superb. F ree 

the highest point in  the park, Mt. Joy, panoramic views may he 

had o f  the famous Chester Valley  and the broad ancient thorough

fa re  o f  the 3ehuyl2d.ll V a lley . Jp

The topography o f  the landscape is  r o l l in g  M i ls ,
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J fp l lr i th  fin e  growth o f hardwood anM l t m la iC  the chestnut trees
’ |S||| m i T> -.'V . I m c S1 ¿'-.VW*11 p I j ¡pppg ;ŝ ' r ̂ ‘ §Silg|

were k il le d  o f f  by a p ligh t about 20 years ago). The grass 

p||$rowa a verdant greenRffr a heavy luxuriant carpet. 'Wide ex- 

panse o f  awadows, w e ll kept, se t o f f  the darker spots o f  fo res t

* Qmm & ^ s i^ le a s in ip a n n e r .  tS fjN s fr

4. B eta iled  Description o f  Scenery and T
a m S N f c i f  Heeded

f r e t  o f  Work Required to Develop .Area

| D !fhe park is  w e ll kept and general labor would not :^v

be g rea tly  ift demand fo r  add itional development. In sorae in

stances s k ille d  worlcaen would be needed to undertake desirable 

restora tion . M Few, i f  any roads, are needed,^ Some fo o t - t r a ils  

slight be constructed to advantage,galtho there are already some 

foo t and b rid le  paths in  existence in  the park. The park should 

have v-ery few o f these t r a i l « ® R e l i e f  labor could be used only 

to a U n ited  degree la  the further development o f  Va lley  Forge

Park, '<&> f i :s|2 »|  ■ ¡life
6 . v| Iis to r ioa l ork iccomolished. ecords. Despatch,

Considerable research o f  a p ra ctica l kind has been 

done thus fa r , in  the restora tion  o f  certa in  build ings, especi

a l ly  the Headqu rters$lou :: o,-and in  locating the foundations o f  

the old  Valley lorgo and Joy Forge.:|::&-Very fin e  piece o f  work 

has been done in restorin g, in  what appears to be a most authen

t ic  fashion, a t, p ica l troop hut, on the s ite  o f one o f  the 

sunken p its .
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In preparing the restora tion  o f the Headquarters 

House an inventory o f the furnishings o f  the mansion was found 

in  the w alls , re la tin g  back to the time i t  was owned by the 

.Ip-hoa jlfc ia iy , before the Continental troops occupied the area 

» in ta k e  amp ground. This inventory wa^used in  restoring 

the equipment o f  the house. The furnishings, described in  the 

o ld  inventory, were bought o f  antique dealers in  Philadelphia.

o ld  school house has been restored in  a most 

fascinating manner, although i t  needs a l i t t l e  cleaning. An old 

tin -p la te  stove stands in  the center o f  the room, a t the farther 

end o f  the room is  the raised platform  and p u lp it- lik e  desk o f  j| 

.|RK teacher, a l i t t l e  blackboard is  in  the back w a ll, the benches 

and continuous narrow tab le run nearly the length o f  the two 

side w a lls . A very unusual hand carved cha ir, cut out o f  a so lid  

block o f wood, and eviden tly  very o ld , stands Just below the 

teacher*s platform ,

The museum has been f i t t e d  out in a haphazard fashion 

and could be much improved,| A great many o f  the a r t ic le s  there 

displayed are not authentic to Valley  Forge, but are general 

items typ ica l o f  the la te  13th century. There is  a good co lle c 

tion  o f  o ld  '/ashington prints adorning the w a ll on one side o f 

the small museum. Much out o f  p lace, in  sy opinion, are three 

groups o f photographs depicting the pageants and celebration  In 

1928 o f the 150th anniversary o f  V a lley  Forge. The museum is  

perhaps the most inadequate and disappointing part o f  Va lley  

Forge Park*

A so ld iers  hut, b u ilt  exactly  on the o r ig in a l founda-
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tlon s , 14 fe e t  x 16 fe e t ,  and reaching 8 fe e t  to the r idge , 

w ith a very low roo f, Is one o f  the most fascinating and unique 

restorations in  the park. I t  was completed only In June o f th is  

year. The res to ra tion  was financed by the Pennsylvania Chapter 

o f  the Sons o f the American Revolution. The f lo o r  o f  the hut 

Is packed c lay , two fe e t  below the surface o f  the ground, I  

was to ld  by the Superintendent o f  the Park, Mr. Sheas, who 

supervised the restora tion , that the f lo o f l  wag found packed 

hard, just as I t  now appears when debris and earth that f i l l e d  

in the o ld  s i t e  was rer.ioved to the two fo o t  le v e l.: Inside the 

log^ stoflte, and p laster hut are e igh t slab vesse ls , four below 

and four above, arranged along the two sides o f  the hut, leav

ing a wide passage way the length o f  the building. The lower 

bunks each hold two persons, while the upper bunks sheltered 

only one each. Thus the hut would provide qu ,rters fo r  twelve 

men* A narrow stone firep la ce  is  at the end o f the hut. VZhen 

the excavation was made fo r  the restoration  charcoal was found 

in the exact spot where the hearth Is now located. The cooking 

was done outside the huts, and many small depressions s t i l l  

mark these spots. In one month since the restora tion  was 

completed, 10,000 v is ito rs  have v is ite d  th is old  so ld iers  hut.

in 1928, by d r i l l in g  te s t holes along and across 

Va lley  stream and it s  adjacent banks fo r  a considerable d is

tance, the foundations and remains were found o f o ld  Joy Forge, 

which dates back to 1742, and Va lley  Forge, from which the area 

receives it s  name. Both these o ld  h is to r ic  fo rges , representa

t iv e  o f  the ea rly  co lon ia l iron  industry, were burned by the 

B r it ish  in 1777. The s i l t  had covered the ruins o f  Joy Forge
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to a depth o f 16 fe e t  and Va ley  Forge to a depth o f  7 to 9 fee t*  

Both the s ites  have now been excavated to the foundations o f  the 

old  ruins and i t  is  now possible to restore the old  forges*

Ven the old  water wheel p its ,  the water races, and the old 

dam s ite  have been found. The noney has not been forthcoming 

fo r  any further work, and the p ro ject remains as i t  stood in  

1928. The s c ie n t if ic  manner in  which the above work has been 

carried  out, I  b e lieve  to be very commendable*

There are no lo c a l records in  the pork, although I  

have been informed by the Park Superintendent that Mr* Myers, 

Secretary o f  the Valley ¿orge Park Commission, has a considerable 

p rivate  co lle c t io n  o f  le t t e r s ,  d ia r ie s , and documents re la tin g  

to V a lley  Forge*

7. Arohaeological P o s s ib i l it ie s * 

archaeological p o s s ib il it ie s  o f  the s ite  are 

extraordinary i f  one includes the excavation o f  old  sunken p its  

to the foundations o f  old  buildings that existed during the 

winter o f  1777-78. Hear the end o f the winter there were almost 

1000 so ld ie r  huts in  the area, as w e ll as various outposts and 

o f f ic e r  quarters* Many o f  these s ite s  are s t i l l  e a s ily  located*

I t  is  un likely  that excavation would y ie ld  anything o f  value 

in m ateria l remains, as the army undoubtedly took everything o f 

importance when i t  l e f t  the winter quarters in  the spring o f  1778* 

Old fo r t i f ic a t io n  lin es oould be b e tter established and marked 

than they are at present. There are few markers in  the park*
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8 . Museum P o s s ib i l it ie s *

ïhe museum p o s s ib il it ie s  o f  the area needs no d is

cussion, They are ver great and a museum properly established 

and equipped could be made extremely fasc inating.

9, Tradition  and Legends,

Naturally, the h is to r ic a l records o f Valley  Forge, 

are p retty  f u l l  and accurate, nevertheless, legends attach to 

the region . One o f the e a r lie s t  o f  which I  know concerns the 

naming o f  the two high confronting h i l ls  in  the park v ic in ity ,  

one o f  which is  in  the Park area. The legend runs that William 

Penn very ea rly  in  the h istory  o f  the colory v is ited  the region 

and climbed to the top o f  a h i l l  which was surmounted by rough 

loose stones and boulders, making walking very d i f f i c u l t .  This 

h i l l  he ca lled  *Mt. M isery.” Crossing V a lley  Creek he mounted 

the opposite h i l l ,  which was carpeted with grass amid a s ta te ly  

growth o f fo re s t  and from which he had his f i r s t  view o f  the 

beau tifu l upper Schuylk ill V a lley , Prom sheer d e ligh t he ca lled  

th is e leva tion  ”Mt. Joy,” These names remain today*

I I I  1 0 , Value o f  ¿rea Compared to Others.

There is  only one Valley  Forge in  the United State. • 

Trevelyan, the Knglish historian,has ca lled  i t  the most famous 

m ilita ry  camp in  the world. I t  cannot be compared in terms o f 

equ a lity , fo r  s im ilar purposes, with any other area in  the 

United States ♦ vay. * tÆsM
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11, Relation o f  Hlstcr lo a l S ite  to Others

; I  V ic in ity #

V a lley  Forge forms an important unit in  any attempt 

to preserve h is to r ic  s ites  re la tin g  to the Revolutionary era.

Nearby is  Brandywine and Germntown, Not fa r  away are Trenton, 

Princeton, the Delaware Crossing and many other famous spots o f  

m ilita ry  fame,

12, H istory o f  P ro ject,

,& ‘The V a lley  Forge Park was created in 1893. I t  has 

had a slow growth since that time. In 1903 i t  comprised only 

225 acres. Small areas were added from time to time, the la rgest 

additions coming in  1918-1919, The present area o f the park is  

1506 acres, A oo;mission only a few years ago recommended the 

enlargement o f  the park to 5000 acres, and asked that an appro- <0 

p ria tion  o f  '500,000 be made by the State leg is la tu re  fo r  th is 

purpose, - o favorab le  action has been taken by the State le g is 

la tu re , Within the park the lowest price paid fo r  land to date h. 

has been ¿160 an acre, and the highest $24,000 fo r  one acre. Forma 

Governor Pennypaoker has been the park’ s greatest benefactor and 

fr ien d . I t  v/i 3 his special in te res t, inee his death ->tate in ters  

has somewhat declined in  developing the park p o s s ib ilit ie s  • :,P. 

Oberholtzer, the h isto rian , is  one o f  the men most in terested ar 

present in  the development o f  V a lley  Forge Park.

Many desirab le b its  o f  acreage remain outside the park 

H i t s , The o ld  brrn , which stands only a hundred yards from 

Washington’ s Headquarters is  p riva te ly  owned, and the center o f  

commercial a c t iv ity .  The 'House with 1/3 o f an acre o f  ground is  

held fo r  0100,000, Outside the present park lim its  are the head-
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0^ • ne^al• * • * » » * « • .  Anthony W»yne, S t ir l in g ,  and f| §  

* 6 li  knoTO oonmandore o f  the array that wintered at
i  Va lley

^PEflwprlatlon made by the State o f  Pennsylvania |  

upkeep o f  the park le  $25,000 annually * | This U  not 4 
^ ^ | | | le n t to undertake axy extended work, and l i t t l e  more than 

f ° r  general maintenance o f

T I^ P ^ lc  has not been ruined, but on the contrary* is  

very lo v e ly  Indeed. In my opinion, i t  compares to i s  own advan-

111 recent Jears one b i l l o n  people have 
annually v is it e d  Va lley  POrge.

oanon Placed around the park should be re-

i § >Ved* **  W  “ ° 8t lnfltanc0S 1  b e l i®ve they are not authentic to 1  

j M M f  Pbr£|,||valley Forge is  a national heritage and should be | 
a national park.

I g ,  :0 ? B '^ An * xtQnded developcnent in  the park might be the 

i M A p »  o ld  fiA a iera* v i l la g e  with the w ell

| § | IH  B t r e e t a ^ H p ^ l  to  be patterned a fte r  the One *g| | | vas | 

g e n t l y  erected, and which was described in  the foregoing pages. 

I l l  park needs markers and descrip tive  legends very badly. | Foot 1

♦  j j § h  *  ^vantage along certa in  h is to r ic  parts f e  
of^the o ld  casg> ground.

^*||| (||P )̂ ao - -owledge a deep debt fo r  most o f  the 

^ ^ g o ln g  p p ,o:mation regarding the development o f  Valley I'orge i f  

§ j| M | | § h  |ew w » J, Sheas, fo r  26 years juperintendent o f  <
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V a lley  Ptorge Parte, a*man who loves the h is to r ic  spot, and 

wbo gave me fr e e ly  end g lad ly  o f  h is time and knowledge. I t  

was a pleasure to view the memorable camp s ite  in  his presence.

CC /Wa shington • F. Lee 
^ In s p e c to r  Stevenson

»  F ile  r ^ ? T !S ? W  ^ I

Very tru ly  yours

07 Edgar Appleman 
Regional H istorian fcïsSw¡»K (0 w*

hKh R M B H
k w m m m

. RBAelBJk«i; , ' » ■ ' 7îr "*1£P>--. ¿Msfe:*■%*&#.&iwg<Mg
SÉ2
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OLD STONE BREASTWORK VALLEY FORGE STATE PARK

WASHINGTON HEADQUARTER »S HOUSE VALLEY FORGE STATE PARK

RESTORED SOLDIER H UT VALLEY FORGE STATE PARK
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QUEER THING, PA INTING . By 
Walter Pack. 33 Illustrations. 
335 pp. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. $4.

By EDW ARD ALDEN JEW ELL

UNLIKE “Ananias, or the 
False Artist,” this new
est book of Mr. Pach’s is 
not of a challengingly con

troversial nature. It will probab
ly not make any one in the art 
world see red. Queer thing any
how, in a way, seeing red over 
art issues, althousr’1 ° t  course 
when such is.°“es are vitally a

on the walls; the photogrt 
gives you a dozen likeness 
your father for a thouss 
part of the price that a 
portrait painter would cl 
for one, * * * while a vi 
any movie house will giv 
all kinds of landscape, Sui 
or Winter, native or exotic 
with effects of light and i

Professor
MODES OF THOUGHT. 1Txrt,S*~t* r
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U N ITED  STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

N A T IO N A L  P A R K  SERVICE  

MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

Morristown, New Jersey

The Director, ' ? ' v v.  m  o r? V  v
Rational TTarie Sm elan» '|£c. J>:'W
Washington, D* C.

Dear Ur* Director* :

i ?I attach a copy o f a le t te r  reoeired today from ’ir • g f t  
Samuel S. E llie  concerning the proposed W.P.A# project fo r  
the restoration o f V a lley  Forge. In the f i f t h  paragraph 
o f hie le t te r  he asks fo r a l i s t  o f the regional and d is tr ic t  
o ffic e s  which was attached to  Operating Prooe’ re 'To. 0-4.
I do not have an extra copy o f th is  l i s t  and;J(f your o ffic e  
oan send th is  lM jP ^ a  h-jr. E ll is  I w i l l  appreciate i t .

D e c e  riber 30, 1936.

Sincerely yours,

| E lbert Cox, 
Superintendent

.•jit i



Federal v*;pk
WORKS PROGRESS AEbi MIS THAT ION 

?or The ^  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

John H« Rankin, Director 
Districts Nos. 4 and 5

232*248 North Eleventh St. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

December 28, 1 9 »

-r. Elbert Cox, Superintendent, f l > 
:iationai; Bark Servioe, p- V 
Morristown National Historical Bark, 
Morristown, N. J. v;

Pear Mr. Coot: VALLEY FORGE PROJECT

OrflpW^■«p|K((a:;lll^vJW'i1«re not had a rooly *o your instructive 
letter of December 16 to ?lr. D. Kniokerbaoker Boyd is because Mr. - 
Boyd has Joft W.P.A., to resume private practice in the Architects 
Building, 17th h Sansom Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Mr* Boyd has turned your letter over to zae to answer and to 
request you to corwrmicate with me in the future i f  you have any
thing pertaining to Valley *orge that you think would help us 
bring this proposed restoration to a successful conclusion.

;,X|«he photographs of the work you are doing in Morristown arrived 
;|£j|*ly and w ill be of great assistance ,||p|B ^^||ppraer whM|££0p 
work ret^mdorway.

,{M Iftaur suggestion about writing to the National Park S«rf§ibe | 
about data on the construction of outer earthworks is good and I 
have done so. V"

.In  the seoond paragraph of Operating Procedure ,̂. ,9956 %•- 0-4i|g| 
reads, in part -  "A l is t  of the regional and district offices — , 
is given in Appendix A attached hereto«* This was not attached.
Can you send it  to met -

i^ fo l« C. P. franklin, Mr* Xeyser and oos3ibly myself, w ill take * 
advantage of your kind invitation to v is it  Morristown some time 
in the near future and X shall le t  you know when to expect us.

In the meantime let me thank you for the assistance you here 
already given and i f  suggest anything else it  w ill be ?:
greatly appreciated by - g V f l  ¿.' « V  I „

Yours sincerely.

tJ u« Oe AAAA
s r l .  Kills.

S. S. E llis



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
N A T IO N A L  P A R K  SERVICE  

MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

Morristown, New Jersey

U N IT E D  STATES

Dec.? ber 16» Jp3&*

The D irector» * §§§: ||§ w  I  r J r "

r  ‘ Jationa 1 Perk S«g|| ce, P « P I  || i
> tasbington, 0. C. ^ > / v i

Dear Mr. Director:

IgBafereno* is  made to Mr. Lee’ s le t te r  o f December t »  
enclosing correspondonce re lating  to a proposed 3.P.A. project fo r  
the Restoration o f  VSlley forge Hneam|SMM^ || In accordance w itlip  
the instructions contained in th is le t te r  X v is ited  the O ffices  
o f the vorka Progress Adninistration in Philadelphia on edneeday, 
December 9, en route to .¿ashington fo r the h isto rica l conference.
I  nee accompanied by Assistant Hibtoria4,Pe 1 vin J§ .,eig o f the 
Bronx v i l la  O ffice  »too m n  rid ing with me to Washington and who 
I  was glad to have in  the conference. We went to the o ffic e  o f  w  
Mr. Boyti »too had invited Mr. Charles 0« Keyser, Project ^nginec» 
fo r  landscape Pro jects; Colonel Clarence P, Franklin, Superintendent 
in Charge o f Medical Sanitation; and Mr. Samuel 3. i i l l i s ,  to join  
the conference. . / . ‘

••atleinsn above lis ted  are endeavor!ngj|n prepare 
project to restore the Valley Forge Encampment,¿Including approximately 
a mile end a h a lf  o f outer barrack huts which
may have been used by the Pennsylvania Brigade*^ At the present time p 
they ere assim ilating information from which such a project can be 
prepared. Mr. S e lf  and I  explained to them the work o f the i4rtional 
Park Service, with special emphasis on the d if f ic u lt ie s  of a complete 
restoration, outlining the policy o f sample restoration and describing 
spec ific  examples in which the policy has been followed. I t  ia  ■*;?\ 
doubtfh j^if the S.F.A. o ffic e rs  were su ffic ien tly  impressed with our 
explanation because th e ir interest is  prim arily in writing projects 
to provide work fo r  tf.P.A.

The one specific  question asked us »W h at m ethd^ou ld  g f  
have been used in building the trenches o f the outer encampment» 
lIlW tM r the d irt  from the ditch would have been thrown outward o|g| 
inward -  1 could not answer, but suggested sources to itoich they mighj£fjj 
turn fo r  information on this point* f ’ «  |p ' p , | ¡j$j| *

I



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
N A T IO N A L  P A R K  SERVICE  

MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

Morristown, New Jersey

U N IT E D  STATES

Dsesoiber U , 1*J6.

Mr. D. Knlekerbaokor Boyd, •• V /  :/ * ’/
, , dmini strati to .bs! stunt, . ;

Jork* Progress «dn ia iatn tiM , //// v/■'<.- • */
»88 forth 11th street,

•/-,'s Philadelphia, PMisylTaBU« /

Ds»r Up. Boyd: !'(* /£- '■ •'. v'**"'

la  accordance with your request o f last Wednesday 
1 tus oaolooiiif a few photographs which are representative of tbs ; 

« M g p U e  dona by tha ?' tional Park Service lijijpi 11 islS^|W» I I n i  $ 
Historical Paik.^ftey illustrate the idea of sasjple restoration | 
which, »S I  explained to you, Is  the policy tbllowed by tlti/i 
National Fash L irvico in its restoration program i1q|| Historical jj|&> 
srsss. 1 sou Id like to ran so ay Invitation to you and Mr. Kaysajp - 
to visit son* of the areas in which the National Farit Service hmh; 
boon working to view at first hand tone of the projects Which hstw % 
beon completed. -Tie preference for tho policy of T—plt rssterotione 
is based on sowersl years of experience, which iniicates rath<Bp 
conclusively that o complete restoration is net only «tore expansive 
in tho initial construction but also burden soma to waintein slip/ 
of no »creator value Per educational pur pone a. X night also mention /  
tho importance and value of a thorough ureeological investigation 
of s  aite before even a sample restoration is begun* This method |p| 
has proved one of thepo. t fruitful in our efforts to secure infoasoa- 
tioxi shout an area on which wo planned restoration projects.

With reference to iir. koyser's question of how tho 
outer earthworks would have bean cmetr cteti, I confess that 1 SB 
unable to ¿jiva you authentic information. It occurs to ne that 
this information wight be found in a report of the engineer who was 
responsible for the plan of works, or in the official orders or | 
personal correspondence of those engaged in their con itr letion. I f  
it  is not possible to find this da tun in the -oourflh | which X have 
suggested, the National P> rk S ervice night here Information in its 
files  that would throw some li^ht on the subject.



U N IT E D  STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harrisburg, Pa. 
November 30, 1936

D istric t O ffice, D istric t B,
National Park Service,
72 Pondfield Road West,
Bronxville, New York.

Subject: Development of Valley  
Forge State Park______

Dear S ir:

I  am enclosing herewith two newspaper clippings 
in reference to the proposed development at Valley Forge 
State Park, one clipping from the "Harrisburg Telegraph" 
and the second from the "Philadelphia Inquirer".

I t  appears to me, as highly important, that the 
Department of Forests and Waters d e fin ite ly  establish  a 
policy fo r the development o f th is  area p rio r to making 
application fo r  assistance from a Federal Agency fo r  
carrying out such development.

Very tru ljrjrours,

JCD:GEP

\
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U N ITED  STATES  
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR  

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
STA TE  P A R K  D IV IS IO N

SEP 9 1935
September 5 , 1935

Seoond Regional O ffioer,
National Park Service,

72 if. Pondi*ieId. Road,
Bronxville, New York

2nd REGIONAL OF FIC£ 

H'S T t
°ft/C

A(¿

Ak

Dear S ir»

Subjeot: H istorical Report
Valley Forge Proposed National Park

We have reoeived the report of Regional Historian  
Appleman on Valley Forge State Park in Pennsylvania. I t  is  
f e l t  that the information submitted is  oomplete so fa r  as 
our present needs are concerned, and that a great deal of 
information of interest has been brought together in this 
report. In this instance, as in that of the George Washington 
Headquarters at Brandywine, we are pleased to have some back
ground regarding the history of the projeot.

While no further aotion should be taken by the 
Regional H istorian, we are holding th is report fo r further 
consideration and fo r Sisoussion with the Chief Historian  
should he wish information on this subjeot.

Sinoerely yours,

Conrad L. Wirth 
Assistant Direotor

By ( íL iá í? .  $ < L  
Ronald F.Lee 
Historian
State Park División

CCs Region I I  
Lee
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UNITED STAUES
DEPARTMENT OE TES INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
BRANCH OE PLANNING 
EXTENSION DIVISION

r ' ?W Í

may ? "  1935

2nd REGIONM- Of f ICE

PROPOSED NATIONAL PARKS & MONUMENTS

(Eorrn o f report from Regional O f f ic e r s ) 
To be typed throughout.

received
MW 2 4  1935

?+4QSa®!S3Z^WTON

n e tte r  o f  tra n sm itta l: To be attached (summary and recommendation)
Name o f  P ro je c t :  ffcUAgr f t M f l  M l
Location  -  (s ta te , county, d istance and d ire c t io n  from known c it y )

of Pm&*gri'v*«s«tt ctm tm  a m # ao « l k i  f*w  m JM alfk i*«

Area - T o ta l BtfiQQ Acres Square M iles.

Boundaries -  (d esc r ip tion , re feren ce to maps to  be attached) 

Proposed:

Recommended:

A c c e s s ib il it y :
Railw ay:
Highway: H ifJ m y , Jtout® £3.
A i r l in e :
Waterway:

Major ch a ra c te r is t ic s  -  (in d ica te  those which are outstanding and
attach ad d ition a l in form ation i f  necessary)

1. Scenic fea tu res  -  (topography, e leva tion , p lan t cover,
water, e t c ) :

tfe* lit* hu* grm t aotafta qu »U tU »* I t  1» of fmthUX mtmm9 rttk 
TUX«? Qrmtk fountac thru «m # ttmm mm an r Nf&nttfaJi ft«mm  
« t  «at tlm wmtm m  luai 1» max fo i l «

2. H is to r ic a l or p re h is to r ic  fe a tu res :

aorta« U »  rtattr of 17TM.7?® m® Oa«Ua«akrt Aasjr *»a«r o«arw»d of 
Ommpi»  «• Mast*» mamt tmm9 »MJU it » svttUfc mwsA#&. 
fk* a U liit i  tmtmm  «f Ik* »way k n  r iy iiilli mm  «1 tM r  i —ww» «Mfc

3* G eo log ica l fe a tu re s : A*pt«>g Qfcfm
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4. R ecrea tion a l p o s s ib i l i t ie s  ( i f  compatible w ith p ro je c t ) 

N a tion a l:

Loca l:

Q portoni its  for hiking, torto»«# riéiag# 
•kUto. csuaptm, ft abito» toto^asito» «to «toting &*• prem i»

Estimated popu lation  w ith in  a radius o f 50
100
200

m iles :
it
it

v 9 -- pVlto
Jp
y /mfw m # «pp

5. B io lo g ic a l fe a tu res : 
V ege ta tiv e :

Very to«*y «to teswriato gamirto of gy*«»» «ito borawood toms prm rf»«
In « to m i«*  * r  «*»

W ild l i f e :

tra*t, «to vnrioto lm *  « f  i » U  m*t *u«h «•  retoit*

Need f o r  conservation :

to* «*©» to to« «stato at XS0« aarm to already 
• «tot« perte, «to toemfor y«*to«tot* ftor* «*• «my plots to tato

nature elsewhere:

bm&qmrtara to bamanla kxthaay toys», sterling, f*ul**ki «to »torn« 
of a»t« «to outslto to Itoli* to Ito par k at to« prmMft ll*a.
% r* to oaljr am «alley tor«« to our »»U r» tocatry# It to on*
to ito »ost to orto»» Motori* « m »  to »to .«rolutiorutry tor portto to am
tu tto fa  I t  I* m m t t m lly  at Ito «alito* r ito r to  fan * *«ft«tol
P oss ib le  development -  M o tto lto k . to v to

R ecreationa l f a c i l i t i e s  ( i f  c S p a t id  1 e vnxh p ro je c t )  :

It 1* ocmbtful i f  It ««mid to «U *  to opto »to p a l tar
w itoitl— I towtapw«»«

U t i l i t i e s  "
Water supply:

ito  *»t«n  «to#ly u  tto r mat»
Parking spe,ce, capac ity :

tto ftofettot «pumi 1« *4«to*to to a««d*» rtyamrtto to#  to
Campground s ite s ,  capac ity : « * * to É  i »  t t o  f a l l i r « ,

tow« to* maat toto* «totoit* taa aamatma/m t f  i t  to «Mirato* ttot to p
L igh t and power f a c i l i t i e s :  .fliMdMl t o  f  W « lf " l i » i l a

Tbora ara ?o**r 11a** is »to vicinity at ttotan ton««*2
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Sewerage d isposa l f a c i l i t i e s :

ha»* to  ho prvnGM  fo r m  mummom it iio p w K i#
Capacity fo r  handling o f v is i t o r s :

DaU®lt«&* % » •  a r t gooa *-o?ao to  ao#t part# o f tfe* mxk «1 tbo 
fr«MNK% ti® 0*

P r a c t ic a b i l i t y  o f adm in istration  and p ro te c tio n :

* * *  uaUfc© that of othor p*#Ub p raottaal* H o par*
tom boo» o<M ta|«U M i toy the »tot# o f f n h ^ v» 4 i  fo r  aoarly «0 yaara*

Other land uses -
Mining resources:

A g r icu ltu ra l resources:

¿hgrtaoltttj'ol p o rtil*#  fp tto aa i m  I mu mrmwHt atom o f pofe*

Grazing:

@004 crteifif; i i>w»*

C u ltiva ted  crops:

taMN& so luné w totio park liana*

Timber :

■ ooh of the «wr«a 1« f&a jNtffti 1» woofloi* %» traao «.-a 
har-dwooi* ebiefly #**«

Hunting & F ish ing .u ses :

Ifearo oto trout in fe ll«* ctwafc*

Power Resources:

A Italtoé oserait of not«» -=>«« eaolft ho 4«**alos?®4 M l  
foiltgr Qr*̂ M* «hitth U  oorly y «or» promt* th» pomm» for two coiA«*i.-ot 
ok rcoal bu mi a« froo ¿Vrsueaa*

I r r ig a t io n  Resources:

im ï0 k U m  not atodoi*.
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Ownership :
Railways;
State :
Muni c ip a l i  t i es ; 
P r iv a te ;

Mining claim s:
Grazing perm its and w ithdrawals:
Power perm its:

T o ta l perm it acreage

National fo r e s t  lands:
Pu b lic  domain:
Reclamation p ro je c ts :
Indian lands:

To ta l pu b lic  lands 

Tota l acreage

Land va lues:

« ¡ W i m »

H istory  o f  p ro je c t :

«mi m m  a «tat« park is 139* «ttfc oaly «  tm  *#r«e*
***** Ota* to tin «Iso« tiw* a iitlnd hm to Ik»

tk* U**#«* «idéitiiMio Wing, n i l  la 1810-1919, m til at tfeo pras&ai 
tisn %h\v aro 1809 «sr • la ik* «ta t» «mo4 pwfc* 1*« o t«t« of «ttn*yiv«a&« 
tft IM lik W tN k  t» WHO* «  turn «r 1800,999 altk «Molt ti ftWMA «Ht to*

Local a t t itu d e : 'kn n to r l « «  « *  t in  pu t* m §  h im *  * w * J * * i f t U « (U

1M* mattar * •  not U m ntiflatai a# tko fi«wr«l public 4o«« not kao» ite*  
ttaf* i*  * mvmmwt uabar w| to t m *  * National statoti««! fmtk in 
m i* «urn«* im p mm* I «* m i* t* i«*** u  ** iw it n t t i  mop«# I  m um »

Persons in te re s ted : M K tl»«ttt  W O M  fet fa ftam h l*  t *  •  tV A M fO » * t  t ip

It in e ra ry  (Sheet 

B ib liography:

aw« to tm  I  tlaa tl QwwmmtU
to be attached ) j  „ n  T ta riU k y, *a «a *|  * t k ,

« 4  «*# Orlvtm aroaai tm tntfc by m ptriftt«** >.&««»#

L is t  o f photographs, maps and p rin ted  in form ation submitted:
(Sheet to be attached)

Note: A l l  maps which are s p e c ia lly  prepared by the 
Regional O ffic e s  should conform to  one o f the 
fo llo w in g  standard s iz e s :

L e t te r  s iz e  -  18" x 24" -  24" x 36"

4
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Valley Forge
The camp ground of Washington’s Arm y in 

the winter of 1777-78, is held and administered 
as a public park by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania through the Valley Forge Park 
Commission.1 By successive enlargements the 
reservation has come to embrace about 1500 
acres, comprehending the major part of the 
area occupied by the troops. Its name is hal
lowed by the great anxiety which then, at the 
most critical period in the history of the Revo
lution, attended the American cause, and by the 
physical distress endured by the soldiers while 
they remained here.

On September 11, 1777, on the field of 
Brandywine, Washington and his army had met 
the British, who had landed from ships at the 
head of the Chesapeake, in August, 1777, for 
an advance on Philadelphia, the capital of the 
Colonies which had declared their Indepen
dence. Retreating from this disastrous field 
another engagement, not more successful, had 
been fought on October 4th, at Germantown, 
whereupon General Howe, in command of the 
“ Redcoats,”  a vanguard of whom, a few days 
earlier, had entered Philadelphia, comfortably 
settled down for the winter in that city.

Still watching the enemy, Washington mean
time, about the first of November, went into 
camp at Whitemarsh, six miles north of the 
battlefield at Germantown. Hearing, probably 
through General Anthony Wayne, whose home 
was in the neighborhood, of the commanding 
position of the hills at Valley Forge, the army, 
after a halt o f a few days at Gulph M ills, six 
miles east, nearer Philadelphia, was removed 
to this ground.

About 11,000 soldiers, nearly 3,000 of whom 
far want of shoes, and for other reasons, were 
unfit for duty, reached Valley Forge on or 
about December 19, 1777, and, felling trees, 
quickly raised several hundred huts of logs, 
chinked with clay and thatched with twigs, 
boughs, straw and tent cloth, put wooden bunks 
within them, and here found winter shelter.

H owt well the ground surveyed the western 
approaches of Philadelphia may be understood

1Created by Act of the General Assembly May 30, 1893, 
“ for the purpose of peipetuating and preserving the site on 
which Washington’s army was encamped, December 19, 1777, 
to June 19, 1778; to restore it as nearly as possible in its 
original condition as a military camp, ahd maintain it forever 
as a public place or park, for the enjoyment of the people 
of the State.”

by a visit to the observatory on Mount Joy, or 
to the sites of the redoubt now called Fort 
Washington, which overlooks the Great Valley in 
Chester County, and the old Star Redoubt, where 
the eye may sweep the Schuylkill R iver on its 
way to Philadelphia, as well as the roads beyond 
in Montgomery County. Over the river, as 
an aid to quicker movement in case of need, 
General Sullivan built a temporary bridge of 
logs, thrown across timbers which rested upon 
piers set in the bed of the stream. The hill, 
called Mount Joy, looking out over W illiam  
Penn’s Proprietary Manor of Mount Joy, a 
gift by him to his daughter Letitia very 
early in the history of Pennsylvania, sloping 
down to the east, was the strength o f the posi
tion. A  line of earth-works was thrown up on 
the brow of the hill. This was a back line, or 
inner line of defense, and behind it several bri
gades were encamped. The bastions on this line 
were the forts now distinguished as Fort Wash
ington, Fort Huntington and the Star Redoubt. 
Beyond, further east, was a similar, a front or 
outer, line of breastworks. Distinct traces of 
these entrenchments may still be seen and are 
the most interesting features of the Park.

T o  raise the defenses and increase the shel
ter which they might afford in case of assault, 
tree trunks and stumps, fence rails, pointed 
stakes, brush and other obstructions were add
ed to, or laid in front of, the mounds of earth 
and rock. These have long since disappeared.

The broad level space in the centre of the 
Park was the “ Grand Parade.”  Here Baron 
von Steuben, after he arrived, drilled the tat
tered, unskilled soldiers, and increased their 
fitness for service in the campaigns which were 
to follow. On this ground, on M ay 6, 1778, 
the troops were reviewed and, with many a 
huzza and feu de joie, the news of the French 
Alliance, the turning point of the war, was cele
brated.

The officers quartered themselves 'in the 
houses of the families, mostly Quakers, who 
hereabouts gained meagre livelihoods by culti
vating fields cleared for tillage in the aborigi
nal forests. The most interesting of these head
quarters buildings is Washington’s. This is the 
house at the time owned by Isaac Potts, a young 
preacher of the Society of Friends, who had a 
grist mill the wheel of which was turned by 
Valley Creek, flowing in front of the house, 
near the point o f its junction with the Schuyl
kill. Washington, who had been living under 
a marquee or tent in the camp, came, on the

eve of Christmas Day, to this house which 
the occupants vacated for his use. W ithin 
these simple walls throughout the winter he 
dwelt, conferred with his aides and his gen
erals— Lafayette, Knox, Morgan, Wayne, Na
thanael Greene, Alexander Hamilton, von 
Steuben, de Kalb, Muhlenberg and the rest—  
addressed his appeals to Congress and planned 
his future campaigns. Martha Washington 
came from Virginia and joined her husband at 
the camp in February, 1778. An attempt has 
been made to restore the house to the form 
and aspect which it had at that day.

The Mount Joy, or Valley Forge, a small 
iron manufactory where smithies worked at their 
fires, which gave its name to the camp, was 
situated a few hundred yards farther up the 
creek. Burned by British raiders in September, 
1777, it was not rebuilt until after the war. 
Like the grist mill the forge drew its power 
from a dam in the little stream. Most of the 
other houses occupied as commanders’ head
quarters (except General Varnum’s) are on 
ground outside of, though adjacent to, the Park 
and are not open to inspection.

The army at Valley Forge, upon the coming 
of spring, began to reconnoitre the surround
ing country. Immediately upon hearing of the 
evacuation of Philadelphia, detachments of 
“ Continentals”  entered that city; the main 
body, with Washington in command, which had 
begun to move out of the camp on June 18, 1778, 
to flank the British and harry them as they 
retired across the Jerseys, gave their rear lines 
a vigorous blow at Monmouth.

W hile the army, upon its coming to the 
camp, is said to have numbered about 11,000 
men, as a result of privation (they were “ naked 
and starving”  Washington wrote to Governor 
Clinton in February, 1778) and the outbreak 
of infectious diseases, so many died during the 
winter and were invalided to improvised hospitals 
in the neighborhood, that the command at one 
time is thought to have included few more than 
5,000 effective men.

Issued by the Valley Foi'ge Park Commission
Fred F. Hallowell

Chairman 
Howard Richards

Vice Chairman 
Ellis Paxson Oberholtzer 
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Mrs. Bessie Dobson 
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V A L L E Y  FORGE.
Emerson Wildes.
337+**»» PP- New York'. The 
Macmillan Company. $3.50.

By R. L. D U FFV 8  / ,  - 
N  the year 1742 three Pennl 
sylvfl
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ir± i .  W i l d e s  T h in k s  I t s  Im p o r ta n c e :
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Harry given to borrowing chickens and 

trated. i  ' other provender as long as the 
sources' o i supplies lasted. The 
situation was quite hopeless, yet 
out o f  it came, in the Spring, an 
unbeatable army.

at Dutch descent Most of us may think of Val- 
a forge on the ley Forge as an ordeal o f many 

banks cif a small stream emp- months. The worst of it was over 
lying hi to the Schuylkill River, ; by the middle of March, when 
not far above Philadelphia, as we food had begun to come in, and 
now reckon distances. Later for a  time the "unseasonable heat 
John Potts took it over, using’ revived the spirits of the troops/'
Negro slaves and white redemp- But for three months Washing- 
tioners and turning out "excellent ton's army was in a condition in 
hardware, nails, hinges, latches which it probably could not have 
and small tools." Yet, for all this resisted a determined attack by 
forced labor, the place came to ^¿its enemies. One marvels, in 
be a symbol o t  human freedom,  ̂reading Mr. Wildes's unemotional

at Valley Forge
E m p h a s i z e d

achieved under difficulties. It 
was known as Valley Forge, and 
to it, on Dec. 1», 1777, came 
George Washington with 11,000 
Continentals and militia, of whom 
4,000 were sick or wounded. 
Washington had been driven out 
o f New York and across the Jer- 

j4Mgw~ The British General- Hhtoe 
had taken Philadelphia The 
Continentals had been lucky to 
get away with their army intact 
after the fighting at the Brandy
wine and at Germantown, This 
was, as Mr. Wildes says in this 
simple, seemingly accurate and 

Hp$j)*ry moving booi^^ i^M rest ebb 
o f the Revolution. .

calls up pictures o f bloody foot
prints in the snow, of a general 
saying his prayers behind-some 
shrubbery, of a heroic people he-
«Ataallw aiiffAPincr T h o

y e t ' singularly effective account, 
how it  held together at all.

I t  probably endured more than 
any other citizen army in history, 
without ac.tual fighting. The only 
explanation of its persistence is 
that it was a triumph of will 
power—largely the will power of 
George Washington. This shy, 
dignified Virginia planter, whose 
portrait has come down to us 
with a mouthful of false teeth, 
had something in him that made 
plain, ordinary, hard-swearing, 
hard-drinking, undisciplined civil
ian soldiers stick with him. Steu
ben, that doughty Prussian vet
eran, drilled them within an inch 
of their lives after he took hold, 
but it was Washington who made 
them an army, and by sinking 
sectional and State jealousies in a 
common discipline made a nation.

Steuben Drills the Troops.

From the Copley Print of a Painting by Edwin M . Abbey. (From "Valley Forge.")

conducted and from careful at
tention to his sources (though he 
does not give a bibliography and 
does not go in for footnotes), has 
made the events of which the 
Valley Forge encampment was 
the center as real as yesterday’s 
news. For him Washington’s sol
diers are as much flesh and blood 
as the men who fought at Gettys\ 
burg or in the Argonne Forest.' 
They are not the impossible crea
tures of poetry and legend or pri
mary school histories. They 
fought well when well-led and ran 
away when it seemed wise. They 
grumbled when things went well

were cold they took the farmers’ 
fence-rails for fires.

They were not kind to Tories 
or to innkeepers who refused to 
chalk up drinks on the house. 
They suffered horribly for three 
months and were stoical about it, 
but yelled like hyenas when their 
officers made them take ten-min- 
tlte baths in the icy Spring wa
ters of the Schuylkill. They broke 
loose when newB came o f the 
French alliance, and Washington 
had to invent a “convenient in
disposition” when they went 
charging down toward his head
quarters, a little too hilarious for

rick’s Day, and order was only 
restored when Washington gave 
a general holiday on the ground 
that March 17 was also the an
niversary o f the British evacua
tion of Boston.

But they were entitled to high 
spirits when opportunity came. 
They had been through hell. Thè 
shrieks of wounded men, operated 
on without anesthetic, followed 
every battle. Men marched in 
rags, sometimes barefooted, and 
did indeed leave blood on the 
road. A t Valley Forge they built 
their huts in the snow, and Wash
ington lived in a tent until all 
his soldiers were under some kind

* T v f f .Æa A  I*)'
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VAULBY FORGE. By Barry  given to borrowing chickens and 
i. ' ¿SBaatra 'Emerson Wildes, illustrated:, .other provender as 

3 0 7 + * «  PP~ ot supplies
long as the 
lasted. TheMacmillan Company. $3.50. • .

'  _  f  i  situation was quite hopeless, yet
f ? t o D B t B R J . B *  j g *0O&gpt it came, in the Spring, an 
8FW '‘tiW'y|W*,,iT4X three Petm^J. unbeatable army.

I  sylvanians o f Dutch descent Most of us may think of Val- 
JL established a forge on the j^y Forge as an ordeal of many 

banks o f a small stream emp- > months. The worst of it was over 
tying ip to the Schuylkill River, by the middle of March, when 
not far above Philadelphia, as we food had begun to come in, and 
now reckon distances. Later for a time the “unseasonable heat
John Potts took it over, using 
Negro slaves and white redemp- 
tioners and turning out “ excellent 
hardware, nails, hinges, latches 
and small tools.”  Yet, for all this 
forced labor, the place came to 
be a symbol o$ human freedom, 
achieved under difficulties. It  
was known as Valley Forge, and 

4 Ml Dec. “IV,? 1777, came 
George Washington with 11,000 
Continentals and militia, of whom 
4,000 were sick or wounded. 
Washington had been driven out 
o f New York and across the Jer
seys. The British General Howe 
had taken Philadelphia. The 
Continentals had been lucky to 
get away with their army intact 
after the fighting at the Brandy
wine and at Germantown, This 
was, as Mr. Wildes says in this 
simple, seemingly accurate and 
very moving book, the lowest ebb 
of the Revolution.

To most o f us Valley Forge 
calls up pictures o f bloody foot-

H i ^ ^ 4* y R ^ l6 l'* * neral

revived the spirits o f the troops.” 
But for three months Washing
ton’s army was in a condition in 
which it probably could not have 
resisted a determined attack by 
its enemies. One marvels, in 

- reading Mr. Wildes’s unemotional 
yet singularly effective account, 
how it held together at all.

I t  probably endured more than 
any other citizen army in history, 
without acjtual fighting. The only 
explanation, o f its persistence is 
that it was a triumph of will 
power—largely the will power of 
George Washington. This shy, 
dignified Virginia planter, whose 
portrait has come down to us 
with a mouthful of false teeth, 
had something in him that made 
plain, ordinary, hard-swearing, 
hard-drinking, undisciplined civil
ian soldiers stick with him. Steu
ben, that doughty Prussian vet
eran, drilled them within an inch 
o f their lives after he took hold, 
but it was Washington who made 
them an armv. and bv Sinking

Steuben Drills the Troop».

From the Copley Print of a Painting by Edwin M . Abbey. (From  " Valley Forge.“ )

conducted and from careful at
tention to his sources (though he 
does net give a bibliography and 
does not go in for footnotes), has 
made the events of which the 
Valley Forge encampment was 
the center as real as yesterday’s 
news. For him Washington’s sol
diers are as much flesh and blood

were cold they took the farmers’ 
fence-rails for fires.

They were not kind to Tories 
or to innkeepers who refused to 
chalk up drinks on the house. 
They suffered horribly for three 
months and were stoical about it, 
but yelled like hyenas when their 
officers made them take ten-min-

as the men who fought at Gettysi ute baths in the icy Spring wa-
' ters of the Schuylkill. They broke 

loose when news came o f the
burg or in the Argonne Forest.v ' 
They are not the impossible crea
tures of poetry and legend or pri
mary school histories. They 
fought well when well-led and ran

French alliance, and Washington 
had to invent a “ convenient in
disposition” when they went

rick’s Day, and order was only 
restored when Washington gave 
a general holiday on the ground 
that March 17 was also the an
niversary of the British evacua
tion o f Boston.

But they were entitled to higl 
spirits when opportunity came 
They had been through hell. Th< 
shrieks of wounded men, operate« 
on without anesthetic, fo llow » 
every battle. Men marched ii 
rags, sometimes barefooted, am 
did indeed leave blood on th< 
road. A t Valley Forge they bull 
their huts in the snow, and Wash
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given to borrowing chickens and 
ether, provender as long as the 

' sources of supplies lasted. The 
situation was quite hopeless, yet

- out o f it came, in the Spring, an 
unbeatable army.
, Most o f us may think o f Val
ley Forge as an ordeal of many 
months. The worst of it was over 
by the middle of March, when

, food hod begun to come in, and 
' for a time the “unseasonable heat 
revived the spirits of the troops." 

sUvss and whit* redemp- But for three months Washing- 
and turning out “excellent ' Jon's army was in a condition in 

hinges, latches which it probably could not have 
resisted a determined attack by 
its, enemies. One marvels, in

- reading Mr. Wildes’s unemotional 
yet singularly effective account, 
how it  beki together at all.

I t  probably endured more than 
any other citiaen army in history, 
without actual fighting. The only 
explanation o f its persistence is 
that ‘ it was a triumph of will 
power— largely the will power of 
George Washington. This shy, 
dignified Virginia planter, whose 
portrait has come down to us 
with a mouthful of false teeth, 
had something in him that made 

ordinary, hard-swearing, 
hard-drinking, undisciplined civil
ian soldiers stick with him. Steu
ben, that doughty Prussian vet
eran, drilled them within an inch 
o f their lives after he took hold, 
but it was Washington who made

Tet, for all this 
labor, the place came to 

tymbol uS human freedom, 
under difficulties. I t  
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Washington with 11,000 
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From ihe Copley Print 0/  a  Painting by EJwin M . Abbey. (From  "Valley Forg'• " )

conducted and from careful at
tention to his sources (though he 
does net give a bibliography and 
does not go in for footnotes), has 
made the events of which the 
Valley Forge encampment was 
the center as real as yesterday's 
newa For him Washington's sol
diers are as much flesh and blood 
as the men who fought at Gettys\ 
burg or in the Argonne Forest.' 
They are not the impossible crea
tures of poetry and legend or pri
mary school histories. They

were cold they took the farmers’ 
fence-calls for fires.

They were not kind to Tories 
or to innkeepers who refused to 
chalk 'up drinks on the house. 
They suffered horribly for three 
^nontb4#nd were stoical about It, 
but y M i  likc hyenas when their 
officers made them take ten-min
ute baths in the icy Spring wa- 
ters a t the Schuylkill. They broke 
loose when news came o f the 
French idlianoe, and Washington 
had to invent a “ convenient ln- 

thev went

riek’s Day, and order was on! 
restored when Washington gat 
a general holiday on the grout 
that March 17 was also the ai 
niversary of the British evacui 
tion o f Boston.

But they were entitled to hi| 
spirits when opportunity cam 
They had been through hell. T1 
shrieks of wounded men, operab 
on without anesthetic, follow! 
every battle. Men marched 
rags, sometimes barefooted, ai 
did Indeed leave blood on ti 
road. A t Valley Forge they bail


