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Summary of documentary evidence on structures found at "FATLANDS FARM"
also known as Valley Forge National Historical Park Tract 101-68

Three structures were identified and studied, as follows:

1) S to n e  c o r r a l  ( c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  f i e l d s t o n e ,  a b o u t 3-V to  4 ' h ig h ,
about 250’ to 300' square) -- rebuilt by Peter J. Camiel, 
ca. 1950, perhaps from walls and attached stone corral of barn 
constructed by Samuel Wetherill, Jr., ca. 1825, or William 
Wetherill, ca. 1845. Existing primary source records do not 
document this structure.

2) Large garage (constructed with stone facade on one side, stucco
over cinderblock (?) on other three) -- rebuilt by Peter J. 
Camiel, ca. 1950, perhaps from an earlier, unidentified 
structure. Existing primary source records do not document 
this structure.

3) Springhouse (built into a bank and constructed of two different
types of stone) -- may be 18th century springhouse rebuilt 
by Peter J. Camiel, ca. 1950. 18th century springhouse is 
well documented by primary sources, but its location relative 
to other structures on the estate is unknown.

Reference may be made to the full report which follows.

Prepared and submitted by:

Mark Frazier Lloyd

The University of Pennsylvania

10 September 1985



"Fatlands Farm" had been a country estate for more than two hundred

years when the greater portion of it was acquired in March 1983 by the

United States of America for inclusion in the Valley Forge National 
1

Historical Park. "Fatlands" was owned and occupied by Philadelphian

James Vaux during the Revolutionary War and there is ample primary source

documentation of the activities of British and American troops on the
2

farm during the fall, winter and spring of 1777/8. Most of what is

known about "Fatlands," however, is derived from oral tradition and 20th
3

century secondary sources. This is apparently true, for example, even in

regard to the claimed visits of Generals George Washington and Sir William
4

Howe to the mansion house on the property. The subsequent history of 

"Fatlands" is rich with folklore of its well-known owners and visitors and 

its prominent buildings. Sorting the kernels of truth from the bushels of 

historical chaff will be a major, long-tenn project. Though the scope of 

the present report is limited to the grounds and historic structures of the 

purchase of 1983 (which did not include the mansion house itself), the 

author has begun the process of compiling primary source documentation on 

the entire estate.

James Vaux had acquired "Fatlands Farm" from James Morgan on 18 June 
5

1772. The farm consisted of 302 acres, 75 perches (160 square perches to 

an acre) with "messuage" or dwelling house and outbuildings. Morgan had 

assembled the total acreage from three separate purchases, one in 1746, one 

in 1748/9 and one in 1766. He had mortgaged the properties heavily and 

realized only 23 k from the sale to Vaux.

In his efforts to sell "Fatlands," Morgan advertised the farm in

Historical Documentation of "FATLANDS FARM," particularly that portion
known as Valley Forge National Historical Park Tract 101-68
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the Pennsylvania Gazette in 1771. The advertisement provides the earliest 

known description of the property's historic structures. While the buildings 

are not described in detail, they are listed as "a good stone dwelling house, 

spring house and brew-houses, with a large frame b a m  ... "

Karen E. Lee, in her article entitled "A History of Fatland and

Mill Grove," states that Thomas Morgan, father of James, "built a home on

the Fatland tract ... in 1738"; that James Morgan "inherited his father's

estate and one hundred acres of land in 1746"; and that after Vaux purchased

the property in 1772, "(t)he mansion house, after being enlarged and

remodeled in 1774, was often used by Vaux for the entertainment of many 
7

visitors."

A literal reading of the deed of 1772, however, contradicts Lee's 

statements. The 302 acre tract was composed in part of a unit of 100 acres 

which Morgan had purchased from his father, Thomas, in 1746, but this 

parcel of land contained no buildings or other improvements. The dwelling 

house of 1772 is described as located on that portion of the 302 acres 

which had been sold to Morgan in 1766 as a unit of 116% acres by the 

Pennsylvania Land Company in London. The deed of 1772, of course, only 

recited the sales of 1746, 1748/9 and 1766. Though the scope of the 

present study did not permit it, further research should be undertaken 

to examine the deeds of 1746, 1748/9 and 1766 and to chart the boundaries 

of those three parcels within the parameters of the 302 "Fatlands" tract.

The results of such research would be essential to settling the question 

surrounding the mansion house occupied by Vaux in 1777/8. Was it the 

Morgan family home, constructed in 1738 and enlarged in 1774, or did Vaux, 

a man of great wealth, build "new" in the first years after his purchase

6

of 1772?



There can be little doubt that Vaux transformed "Fatlands Farm" into

a country showplace. The Pennsylvania State Tax Returns for the 1780's and

1790's reveal an estate with servants and the unusual luxury of a "riding
8

chair." Unfortunately the tax assessments do not provide a detailed

description or even a list of the structures on the property. Not until

the U.S. Direct Tax of 1798 and a newspaper advertisement of 1803 are there

descriptions as full as that of 1771. By that time Vaux had sold the
9

property in 1794 to John Echlin Allen and Allen had, in turn, re-sold
10

"the same premises" in 1801 to James Sergeant Ewing.

The U.S. Direct Tax of 1798 records John E. Allen as both owner and
11

occupant of "Fatlands Farm," with the following acreage and improvements:

Valued } Cl house -- stone, two stories, eighteen windows, measuring 
at $1,200J \ 40' x 33'

( l  kitchen -- stone, one story, measuring 24' x 18'
\1 smokehouse -- stone, one story, measuring 15' x 18'

Valued 7 ( l  b a m  -- stone, measuring 50' x 35' 
at $6,62l) ^301 acres of land

While this gives some description of the primary buildings on the property,

several structures were apparently not ratable for tax purposes. Compare

the 1798 U.S. tax assessment with the following advertisement which appeared
12

in the Norristown Herald in August 1803:

A PLANTATION - - TO BE SOLD AT PUBLIC VENDUE

On the Premises; on Thursday the 13th of October 
at 10 o'clock A.M.

Situated in Montgomery county on the river Schuylkill,
19 miles from Philadelphia, 5 from Norristown and 5 
from the 14 mile stone on the Lancaster Turnpike road.
It contains 302^ acres, about 130 of which are very 
good Wood-land. The remainder is arable, naturally 
of an excellent quality, favourably exposed to South, 
and now in a high state of cultivation. The Dwelling- 
house is 45 by 35 feet, built of stone, in good repair 
with piazzas on each side, and commanding an extensive 
view of almost the whole Farm. The other buildings are, 
a Smith's house and shop, an Ice House, Spring house,



Poultry house, Smoke house, and an excellent large 
stone b a m ,  with stables sufficient to contain 
forty head of horses and cows. There are pumps of 
very good water at the House and Bam. The Orchard 
contains 160 Apple-trees of excellent fruit in their 
prime. The other Fruit trees, amount to about the 
same number. A good Grist and Saw-mill join the 
premises near the house. —  This Farm, being bounded 
on oneside by the Perkiomen creek, and by another by 
the Schuylkill, where there is a Shad fishery, and 
about 16 acres of Meadow part of which is watered; 
is, in point of situation, fertility and healthi
ness, not exceeded by any other in the State of 
Pennsylvania.

At the same time will be Sold the Farming Utensils 
and stock; containing of Work Horses, Oxen, Sheep, 
full Bred Mares with Colts from Arra Kooker Messenger, 
Shark, $c. Cows, Calves and a Bull of Bakewells 
English improved breed, Chinese and other Hogs about 
80 ton of excellent Timothy and Clover Hay, and 
about 20 head of Fat Cattle.

For farther particulars apply to Jacob S. Otto,
No. 139 Arch Street, Philadelphia; to Henry Pawling,
Esq., near the premises; or to James S. Ewing on 
the premises.

August 23d, 1803.

The advertiser, James Sergeant Ewing (1770 -- 1823), was the 

son of Reverend John Ewing, D.D., Provost of the University of Pennsyl

vania. The Ewing family enjoyed "Fatlands" as a summer home and it
13

was there that Provost Ewing died on 8 September 1802. It is not 

known if his death was related to the subsequent sale of "Fatlands" 

by James Sergeant Ewing.

The advertised auction was successful, for on 11 October 1803

Ewing sold "Fatlands" to William Bakewell, formerly of New Haven,
14

Connecticut. A year later the "Bakewell farm," as it came to be 

called, was visited by an English Quaker, Robert Sutcliff. His exten

sive travels in the United States and Canada were published in England
15 16

in 1811 and America in 1812 and contain a lengthy account of his
17

impression of William Bakewell's estate:



The next day, accompanied by my brother J.S. and
T.W., I paid a visit to a relation at his estate 
above Norristown, being about 20 miles from 
Philadelphia. This plantation consists of 300 
acres of good land, 200 of which are cleared and 
100 covered with wood. ... On the estate is a 
well finished square stone house, about 15 yards 
in length, with a wide boarded floor piazza, both 
in back and front. ... Besides the dwelling- 
house there is an excellent kitchen, and offices 
adjoining, with a large b a m  and stables suffi
cient to accommodate 40 horses and cows; all well 
built of stone.

The estate extends the whole breadth betwixt 
the Schuylkill and Perkiomen. On the former 
river there is a Shad Fishery which is of consid
erable value; ... The house is so situated 
that it commands one of the finest prospects in 
Pennsylvania, and, being on a rising ground, is 
dry and healthy.

This plantation was foimerly in the possession 
of a friend from London, of the name of Vaux, who 
built the house and made the improvements upon it.
When he resided there with his family during the 
American War, being in full view of the great 
American encampment at Valley Forge, and on the 
opposite side of the River Schuylkill, he had 
frequently the company of General Howe and the 
other British Commanders.

One day it happened that he had Howe to 
breakfast and Washington to tea; and being a 
friend who wished well to all men, he made no 
distinction between the contending parties, he 
left his house open to all.

(underlines added)

Bakewell did not prosper, however, and began to sell off portions 

of the estate. Lee quotes from an advertisement in the 7 August 1813 

issue of the Norristown Herald, "(t)he plant of William Bakewell, 5 miles 

from Norristown, contains upwards of 200 acres, one third very good 

woodland; house 45 by 35 ft., stone, with piazzas on each side, a two- 

story kitchen and wash house adjoining, a large stone b a m  with stables 

for 40 head of horses and cattle, two tenements, a threshing mill ... , 

stone hay house 56 feet long, a stone building for sheep 90 feet long, 

with two wings of 30 feet each, and an ice house. On the Schuylkill is



( 7)

a shad fishery. ... Is admirably calculated for keeping of sheep,

having kept between two hundred and three hundred for ten years without
18

having lost any by dogs. ...”

Though Bakewell's 1813 advertisement called for a sale on or before

24 September of that year, the estate was not sold. Bakewell did continue,
19

however, to sell off small parcels of the farm. Bakewell died in 1821

and a year later that portion of "Fatlands” which he retained at his

death -- the mansion house, farm buildings and just 196 and 3/4 acres --
20

was sold by his executrix to Samuel Wetherill, Jr. of Philadelphia.

The estate became part of Wetherill's large holdings in Upper and Lower 

Providence Townships -- some 940 acres total -- and in order to distinguish 

it from other nearby property was called "Bakewell farm" by the Wetherill 

family.

The purchase of "Fatlands" by the Wetherills signals the end of 

detailed newspaper advertisements of the property. From 1822 until the 

death of Samuel Wetherill, Jr.'s great-grandson, Henry E. Wetherill, M.D., 

in 1946, there is very little primary source documentation of the 

historic structures on the site. This is particularly unfortunate because 

the Wetherills made extensive changes, perhaps even demolishing the mansion 

house, outbuildings and b a m  and erecting all new structures. Much of 

the documentation which does exist is, by necessity, repeated in the report 

on "Walnut Hill Farm."

Samuel Wetherill, Jr. died in 1829. His will was signed on 25 April21
1829 and probated on 2 October 1829. His heirs numbered six: his widow, 

Rachel, and five grown children, Rebecca Gumbes (Mrs. Wm. H.), John Price 

Wetherill, Charles Wetherill, William Wetherill and Samuel Price Wetherill. 

Samuel Wetherill, Jr. bequeathed his Philadelphia house ("the messuage in



which I now reside") and also "my Farm called the Bakewell Farm in Mont

gomery County together with the appurtenances" to his widow. He further 

directed that "all the rest, residue and remainder of all my Estate 

whatsoever and wheresoever I give, devise and bequeath to my five children 

... to hold ... in equal parts as Tenants in Common . . . "  As a result of 

this and other clauses of the will, Samuel Wetherill's estate remained 

intact and was administered by the executors during the lifetime of his 

widow. No inventory of household goods, furniture or other personal 

property was taken. The executors prepared long, detailed accounts of 

the estate finances and filed them with the Philadelphia Register of Wills. 

None of these papers, however, furnish any information on the "Fatlands" 

or "Bakewell Farm" property.

Rachel (Price) Wetherill died in 1844. Her will was signed on
22

18 December 1843 and probated on 13 February 1844. She bequeathed all 

her property to her five children, each to receive an equal one-fifth 

part. The estate was inventoried and an extensive account was filed by 

the executors. There are two inventories of personal p r o p e r t y . The first 

is an incredible 48-page itemization of the contents of the Philadelphia 

Wetherill house. This is supplemented by a five page inventory of "Bakewell 

Farnn" household goods and personal effects. This inventory could prove 

e x tre m e ly  important in the interpretation of the mansion house when the 

Valley Forge National Historical Park eventually occupies it.

Rachel Price Wetherill's estate account includes references to 

other possible documentary resources. An entry dated "March 1844" lists 

as an asset "3 policies of perpetual insurance on property." The account 

summary, dated 18 January 1845, lists as assets the following:
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Insurance on dwelling, 419 Market Street ..........  $180.00
" " B a m ,  Montgomery County .............. 70.00
" " Property in City of Burlington, N.J. . 90.00
" " House ($90), B a m  ($40) at Clover Hill 130.00

Unfortunately the name of the insurance company(ies) is not provided. The

419 Market Street residence was her late husband's and her home. The

" B a m "  in Montgomery County seems likely to have been a structure built

new by her late husband during his lifetime or by herself at "Fatlands."

The "House" and " B a m "  at "Clover Hill" are unknown to the present writer.

The inventory and account of Rachel (Price) Wetherill together

suggest another significant development. The inventory' of household

goods and personal effects at "Bakewell Farm" affixed an estimated value

to each item. The total came to $194.74. The account listed as assets

two items as follows:

"March 1844 -- Amount of appraisement of Personal
property on Bakewell farm .....................  $194.74"

"June 1844 —  Amount of sales of personal property
in Montgomery County ................. $218.76

Less the amount of appraisement ...... 194.74
24.02"

The conclusion drawn from this must be that there was an auction of the

contents of the mansion house at "Fatlands" and that the house was

cleared. This has important implications for the following discussion.

The real estate of Samuel and Rachel (Price) Wetherill was formally

divided among their children in late 1844 or early 1845. Partition of the

land apparently required court approval, followed by the execution and

recording of a deed attesting to the court's action. On 7 November 1844,

James Wells, Sheriff of Montgomery County, sold "Bakewell farm" (i.e. 196
23

and 3/4 acres) to William Wetherill, M.D., son of Samuel and Rachel.
24

Oral tradition, cited by Lee in her article and found elsewhere also,

claims that William Wetherill, M.D. demolished the mansion house at "Fatlands"
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and had erected a new, even grander mansion on the foundations of the old 

structure. This tradition is supported by a datestone in the west wall

of the Greek Revival mansion now occupied by Peter J. Camiel. It reads:

J. Vaux 

1776 

Rebuilt 

bin. Wether ill 

1845

The observation, noted above, that the Vaux house was apparently cleared 

by auction after the death of Rachel (Price) Wetherill also lends credence 

to the tradition. When the Valley Forge National Historical Park 

purchases and occupies the mansion house itself, a careful study of the 

building fabric should answer the questions raised by the oral tradition 

and the datestone.

The additional claim, however, that the Greek Revival mansion of

1845 was designed for William Wetherill, M.D. by the architect John
26

Haviland is apparently false. The Haviland Papers - twenty-six manuscript

volumes of daybooks, letters, journals and essay books -- have been

deposited at the Special Collections department of the Van Pelt Library

at the University of Pennsylvania. In 1965 Matthew E. Baigell completed

his Ph.D. dissertation in the History of Art at the University. His

dissertation topic, "John Haviland," was based on the Haviland Papers

and includes a coup rehensive list of 124 designs and buildings executed

by Haviland during his thirty-four year career. There is no mention of

any work -- design or execution -- done for any member of the Wetherill
27

family in Montgomery County. This would seem to be definitive in 

rejecting the claim of a Haviland connection to "Fatlands."

25
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William Wetherill, M.D. made "Fatlands" his primary residence.

Given the fact that he substantially altered or entirely rebuilt the mansion 

house on the place, it would seem likely that he undertook major changes on 

the farm as well. If so, such alterations are not readily available in 

primary source documents. The same is true in regard to subsequent family 

owners, culminating in Henry E. Wetherill, M.D., an eccentric bachelor who 

left "Fatlands" in dramatically deteriorated condition at his death in 

1946. Between 1845 and 1945 very little seems well documented at "Fatlands." 

Though the historic structures remaining today may all have their origin 

in the period of Wetherill family ownership, it is easier to attribute them 

to structures of like function found in the descriptions of the Vaux/Allen/ 

Ewing/Bakewell farm.

William Wetherill, M.D. (1804 -- 1872) did not practice medicine,

but helped direct the family businesses with his older brother, John Price
29

Wetherill (1794 -- 1853). In the late 1840's he struggled through

well-publicized domestic turmoil and apparently separated permanentlv
30

from his wife and children. His will was signed on 3 April 1868 and
31

probated on 3 May 1872. Without naming them, the will directed that all

his property be equally divided among his children. The probate records

do not include an estate inventory or account. Records of the Orphans'

Court of Montgomery County, which probably give at least some account of

the division of his real estate among his children, were not available at
32

the time this report was prepared.

"Fatlands" was eventually awarded by court order to John Macomb
33

Wetherill (1828 -- 1895). This occurred in 1887, fifteen years after the

death of William Wetherill, M.D. Whether this lengthy delay was due to
3̂4

intra-family feuding or other reasons is not clear. In any case John

28
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I

Macomb Wetherill was a resident of Pottsville, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania

and apparently did not make "Fatlands" his home. He died in Pottsville in 
35

1895. His will was signed on 17 February 1892 (with a codicil signed
36

15 August 1894) and was probated on 22 May 1895. The will made various 

provisions for nine brothers and sisters by name and other siblings not 

specifically named. No provision was made which identified "Fatlands" as 

a legacy intended for an individual or individuals. The probate papers do 

not include an inventory of personal effects at "Fatlands" and do not include 

an account which mentions "Fatlands" in any way. The result was the common 

inheritance of the estate by approximately a dozen siblings of John Macomb 

Wetherill and their heirs, a number which soon reached several dozen family 

members.

It is not clear which member or members of the Wetherill family 

occupied "Fatlands" (if, in fact, it was occupied on a regular basis at all) 

between 1895 and 1927. The scope of this report did not permit careful 

investigation of the U.S. Census returns for 1900 and 1910, which, by process 

of elimination, should reveal family members at the "Fatlands" address in 

those years. The Wetherill most actively associated with managing family 

affairs in the area, however, during this period was William Henrv
37

Wetherill (1838 -- 1927), younger brother of John Macomb Wetherill. He

had inherited the "Mill Grove" estate on the Perkiomen Creek, apparently 
38

in 1892. It was he who managed the "Meadow Grove" farm and then sold it
39

in 1919 to local real estate developers. It would appear that he also
40

had control of "Fatlands" from about 1895 until his death in 1927.
41

Perhaps for some time before 1927 and certainlv after that date,
42

"Fatlands" was home to Henry Emerson Wetherill, M.D. (1871 -- 1946).

This man was trained as a surgeon and botanist, but spent his life as an



explorer and inventor. A few of his medical tools proved useful, but as
43

he grew older his inventions became increasingly bizarre. He apparently

built some summer cottages on the estate and advertised for the building 
44

of more:

Bungalow Sites, Apartments, and Rooms for Rent

Dr. H.E. Wetherill, Protectory Station, Penn
sylvania R.R., R.D. #1, Phoenixville, PA.

Along the Schuylkill river by Valley Forge and 
on the wooded banks of the Perkiomen creek are 
spots now taken for Summer homes. Some are for 
all the year. The plan is working well as a 
moderate priced outing for the family or club 
is available; and at small expense. Bungalows 
have been built, suitable for refined people, 
for $300 including everything. Near the 
station, road markets, fishing, sailing, etc. 
Out in the primeval forest at Fatland, nearby, 
good water and bathing. Pick out the site 
for your outings, have it staked, leased and 
next time you come out you can move into YOUR 
OWN HOME. Carpenters on the place for hire 
or you can build yourself. Only neat artistic 
cabins and good intelligent neighbors are 
allowed on this life estate. $50 an acre is 
charged in advance, a year and lease is given 
up to five years for the ground if paid in 
advance. This is between the improvements at 
Port Indian and Perkiomen Junction, on the 
Reading R.R. and is ideal for campers or those 
wishing a home at low cost and upkeep.

FATLAND MANSION has been fixed up and 
electricity installed and rooms are for rent, 
Summer or Winter, to desirable persons, at 
$10 a month per room in advance. If persons 
or visitors are undesirable rents terminate. 
This is an ideal location and supplies come 
to the door; although but 7 minutes to the 
station, it is ideal for quiet, elegance and 
a nice place for convalescents; or a fine 
country boarding house. The rooms are unfur
nished but have nice fire places for the cool 
days, and housekeeping is allowed in the 
various apartments. Stables on the place. 
Trolley at Jeffersonville.

The taxes are high. The owner has more 
houses and land than he can use, so as also 
to have agreeable company -- there is land 
to rent and rooms, and sometimes houses.



315 acres. Parts rented and farmed, cows for 
milk. Commuting is practical with Philadelphia, 
and the Old Gulph Road is best for automobiles 
to the city in an hour's run. Just north of 
Devon on the Main Line R.R., Norristown is 6 
miles east. Audubon Inn nearby sits a good table.
Laundry, butcher and country produce are at hand;
-- have a garden if you wish. It is a fine big 
estate and I cannot use it all, but others can 
enjoy it and partly pay the expenses in rents; 
that I may continue my medical and scientific 
researches and practice.

Dr. Henry Emerson Wetherill's Specialties 
R.D. 1, Phoenixville, PA. U.S.A.

While H.E. Wetherill sought to exploit his "Fatlands" holdings

for a greater income, the Valley Forge Park Commission was anxious not

to permit the commercial development of the north bank of the Schuylkill

River. In 1937 the Park Commission initiated condemnation proceedings

in order to acquire thirty-eight acres of "Fatlands," the entire

Schuylkill riverfront of the property. In October 1942 a Montgomery

County jurv made an award in the case, but not until an appeal was settled
45

in May 1943 did the land transfer to the Park.

Within the Wetherill family pressure grew to sell "Fatlands." In

April 1941 several dozen family members, the heirs of John Macomb Wetherill,

deeded their interests in the estate to the Real Estate Trust Company 
46

of Philadelphia. "Fatlands" had been reconstituted as 309.9 acres. This 

was soon to be reduced by the Valley Forge Park Commission's action, but 

represented for the time a return to the proportions of James Vaux's 

purchase of 1772. The boundaries of 1941 are useful to the historian for 

this comparison.
47

In late 1945 "Fatlands" was advertised for sale:

260 Acres: Old Colonial Estate

THE PROPERTY consists of a well preserved stone 
Colonial (1776) mansion house of 15 rooms, four
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(

other stone house* and two stone bams.
ABUNDANCE of broad meadow land, extensive water 

frontage (1235') on the Perkiomen Creek. Thirty 
acres of timber land. A stream flows through the 
property.

In December 1945 the Real Estate Trust Company of Philadelphia sold
48

"Fatlands" to John J. Shinners, Jr. for $26,000. H.E. Wetherill was

still alive at that time and by all accounts, still living in the mansion.

Though he died in March, 1946, also at the mansion, it is unclear what
49

arrangements he had with J.J. Shinners after the sale of 1945. In any

case "Fatlands" had gradually fallen into near-total disrepair. The

recent county history, Montgomery County: The Second Hundred Years, provides 
50

this comment:

One of the most successful Lower Providence farms 
in the late 1800s was Dr. (Henry Emerson) Wetherill's, 
which dated back to pre-Revolutionary days and was 
known as Fatland. (Dr. Wetherill, incidentally, 
accompanied Admiral Robert E. Peary to the North Pole 
in the early 1900's.) Gradually the entire farm 
became overrun by trees and underbrush. The roof of 
a huge b a m  fell in and its sides toppled, turning 
the remains of an old threshing machine and a huge 
treadle into a mass of cast-iron wheels and rotted 
wooden parts.

Shinners was a local realtor who sought to sub-divide the property

for re-sale. In 1946 advertisements appeared in local newspapers describing
51

"Fatlands" as follows:

WETHERILL MANSION (Also Known as "Fatland Farms")

Historic mansion house containing 20 spacious rooms, 
high ceilinged halls, 12 great Grecian columns and 
wide, broad piazzas on both front and rear.

The property has been ... last occupied by the late 
Dr. Henry E. Wetherill.

Also included in the Wetherill Estate is a 10-room 
stone house (known as "Locust Wood"), tenant house, 
carriage house and stable.

Shinners found a buyer in Peter J. Carniel, a Philadelphian, who



purchased 216.1 acres of "Fatlands" in December 1946. Camiel found

it necessary to demolish and clear some of the farm buildings, re-build

others and to restore the mansion house itself. When he finished in

1950, he installed a datestone to commemorate his work. It is similar
53

in appearance to the previous datestone. Thirty years later, during

the negotiations with the National Park Service for the inclusion of

"Fatlands" in Valley Forge National Historical Park, Camiel provided as

many details as he could remember in an interview concerning the historic
54

structures on the estate. These comments have proven useful in the 

discussion which follows.

The purchase of 145.03 acres of "Fatlands" in March 1983 by

the United States of America for the Valley Forge National Historical 
55

Park did not include the mansion house and fifteen acres of land 

imnediately surrounding it. The purchase did include all the farm which 

had not been sold off since 1946 for residential development. Though 

the 18th and 19th century descriptions of "Fatlands" cited above name 

many farm buildings, only three structures remain today. All three were 

built or re-built by Peter Camiel and may not, therefore, correspond to 

any of the structures known to have existed in the late 18th or early 19th 

century. The present writer inspected these structures on Monday,

12 August 1985 and notes taken at that time are introduced here.

Hie three structures are a stone corral, a large garage (used for 

storing farm equipment or vehicles) and a springhouse. The first is 

constructed of local fieldstone, about 5^' to 4' high (capped with a 

concrete wash), and about 250' to 300' square. It is free standing, 

with open sections in the walls at the middle of three sides of the 

rectangle and the land inside the walls is cultivated with m o d e m  farm

52
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machinery. Camiel remembers re-building the walls from ruins, portions 

of the walls being taller than they are now. The stone is very similar 

in appearance to that used in the stone b a m  at the "Walnut Hill" farm 

of the Wetherill/Janeway families. This structure is not documented 

in any of the primary sources cited above. Nor is it shown in any 

property atlases or fire insurance surveys which can be found. Despite 

this lack of evidence, it is the opinion of the present writer that this 

structure represents the remains of a huge stone b a m  built by the 

Wetherills, ca. 1822 -- ca. 1845, with an attached stone corral similar 

in configuration to that found at "Walnut Hill" farm. This was probably 

the b a m  described in Montgomery County: The Second Hundred Years, cited 

above. Camiel retained the walls of the stone corral and expanded it to 

include the base of the walls of the b a m ,  using the excess stone from 

the b a m  to fill in disintegrated areas where needed. It must be stressed, 

however, that this is just an educated guess which must be tested against 

the memories of Peter Camiel and others.

The large garage is a m o d e m  structure with a stone facade on that 

side with the doors and stuccoed walls on the other three sides. It was 

used to house large vehicles and/or machinery". The stone is the same as 

that of the corral described above. Again Camiel remembers re-building this 

structure from ruins. In this case, however, it is not possible for the 

present writer to offer even a conjecture as to the function of the historic 

structure which may have stood on this site. This building is not documented 

by primary sources consulted in this study.

The springhouse is about 12' x 20' (an estimate only) and built into 

a bank. It is constructed of stone, some of which does not match the rest.

As before, Camiel remembers this building in ruins at the time of his



purchase and had it re-built. It is unfortunate that the 1798 U.S. Direct 

Tax does not detail this property's springhouse, but rather its smokehouse. 

Each of the newspaper advertisements between 1771 and 1803 mentions a 

springhouse and the descriptions of 1804 and 1813 no doubt fail to mention 

this structure because it seemed so commonplace in comparison to the other 

improvements on the property. Though the re-construction of this building 

by Camiel is not architecturally sympathetic, it seems likely to the present 

writer that this is the historic springhouse on the property. As in the 

case of the stone corral, however, it must be stressed that this is just 

an educated guess. The precise location of the 18th century springhouse 

has not been documented by primary sources consulted in this study.



1) ftontgomery County Deed Book 4704.885 (24 March 1983; Peter J. Camiel and
Nina Camiel, his wife, to the United States of America; $897,600.00 
purchase price for 145.03 acres); copy of deed in the Administrative 
Offices of the Valley Forge National Historical Park.

2) See the primary sources cited by Jacqueline Thibaut at pp. 151 (n. 40)
and 152 (n. 42) of "The Valley Forge Report, Volume III: In the 
True Rustic Order." Thibaut buttresses these citations by references 
to the contemporary diaries of Elizabeth Drinker (at p. 150) and 
Ann Warder (at p. 152). A copy of Thibaut's report is available at 
the Administrative Offices of the Valley Forge National Historical 
Park.

3) Most of the narrative of Thibaut's short description of "Fatlands" is
based on Karen E. Lee, "A History of Fatland and Mill Grove," Bulletin 
of the Historical Society of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania 19 (Spring, 
1974): 127--154; and on W.H. Reed, "Audubon and Its History, Tradition 
and Reminiscences," Historical Sketches, A Collection of Papers 
Prepared for the Historical Society of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania 
4 (1910): 199--200. Neither Lee nor Reed based his work on a 
thorough review of primary source documentation. Both articles 
should be used with extreme caution.

4) Thibaut quotes Reed's "Audubon" (p. 201) on this question, as does Lee.
Reed, in turn, quotes a grandson of James Vaux. The grandson was 
repeating family oral tradition. Perhaps some primary source docu
mentation will be found in the future to confirm the oral tradition.

5) Philadelphia County Deed Book 1.12.54 (18 June 1772; James Morgan, "iron
master," of Durham Township, Bucks County, and Sarah, his wife, to 
James Vaux, "gentleman," of the City of Philadelphia; 23 -h purchase 
price, plus assumption of three mortgages totaling 1,300 £, for 
302 acres, 75 perches).

6) Issue of 28 February 1771.

7) Lee, "History," pp. 128-9.

8) Pennsylvania State Tax Returns, Assessors Ledgers for 1785, 1786, 1787,
1788, 1789, 1791 and 1793 (Ledgers for 1791 and 1793 missing). Note 
that by some error an entry for John E. Allen has been sewn into the 
1787 book, when in fact it must belong in the Ledger for a year 
after 1794. Montgomery County Historical Society. Norristown, Pa.
That Vaux was responsible for the grand proportions of this estate 
is proven by the comments of Robert Sutcliff, written in 1804 and 
published in 1811 and 1812. See n. 17, below.

9) Montgomery County Deed Book 7.899 (10 September 1794; James Vaux, of
Philadelphia, and Susanna, his wife, to John Echlin Allen, of 
Providence Township, Montgomery County; 3,950 L purchase price 
for "the same premises" as Vaux purchased in 1772, i.e. 302 acres,
75 perches).
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Endnotes (continued)

10) Montgomery County Deed Book 15.152 (15 October 1801; John Echlin Allen,
of Philadelphia, "gentleman," to James Sergeant Ewing, of Montgomery 
County, "physician;" 4,537 i, 10 S purchase price for "the same 
premises" as Allen purchased in 1794, i.e. 302 acres, 75 perches).

11) U.S. Direct Tax for 1798, Schedule A (p. 97) and Schedule B (at p. 283)
for Providence Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. Page 
numbers are those stamped by machine at the top of each frame of 
microfilm. Available at the Montgomery County Historical Society.

The valuation of the mansion house and outbuildings -- $1,200 -- 
was the highest in Providence Township; that of the farm buildings 
and land -- $6,621 -- was the third highest.

12) In the issue of Vol. 3, No. 47 (26 August 1803). Available at the
Montgomery County Historical Society.

13) See the "Alumni Record" biographical file on James Sergeant Ewing (A.B.
1787, A.M. 1790, Medical Department 1791, 1791-2, non-graduate), 
University Archives, University of Pennsylvania; see also, Lucy E. 
Lee Ewing, Dr. John Ewing and Some of His Noted Conncections (Phila
delphia: The John C. Winston Company, 1924 and 1930), p. 11.

14) Montgomery County Deed Book 17.184 (11 October 1803; James Sergeant
Ewing, late of Montgomery County, now of Trenton, New Jersey, and 
Catherine, his wife, to William Bakewell, of New Haven, Connecticut;
6,000 -fc purchase price for "the same premises" as Ewing purchased 
in 1801, i.e. 302 acres, 75 perches).

15) Robert Sutcliff, Travels in Some Parts of North America, in the Years
1S04, 1805, 8 1806 (Yorlc, England: Printed by C. Peacock, at the 
Courant-Office, for W. Alexander, 1811).

16) The American edition was identical in content: Robert Sutcliff, Travels
in Some Parts of North America, in the Years 1804, 1805, ^  1806 
"(Philadelphia: Published by B. § T. Kite, 1812).

17) Copies of both the English edition and the American edition are
available at the Special Collections department of Van Pelt Library, 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. See pp. 30-2 for the 
lengthy quotation presented here.

18) Lee, "History," pp. 134-5; copies of the Norristown Herald for 1813 are
available at the Montgomery County Historical Society.

19) See, for example, Bakewell's sale to Henry Kohlhauer in 1812 (Montgomery
County Deed Book 28.238) or Bakewell's sale to Jacob Francis, also 
in 1812 (Montgomery County Deed Book 29.458).

20) Montgomery County Deed Book 38.502 (20 August 1822; Sarah Bakewell,
of Louisville, Kentucky, "spinster" and "Acting Executrix" of 
William Bakewell, deceased, to Samuel Wetherill, Jr.; $11,717.04 
purchase price for 196 and 3/4 acres and 28 perches).



Endnotes (continued)
21) Philadelphia Register of Wills, #113, 1829.

22) Philadelphia Register of Wills, #36, 1844.

23) Montgomery County Deed Book 65.102.

24) Lee, "History," p. 136; see also 'Vaux Hill and Fatland Farm: The Vaux-
Bakewell-Wetherill Property," a scrapbook compiled by Herbert Harley. 
Found in the "Wetherill Papers Box -- #1," Montgomery County Historical 
Society.

25) A photocopy of a photograph of the datestone is in the "Fatlands" deed
file in the office of the Superintendent at the Administrative Offices 
of Valley Forge National Historical Park. Photocopy attached.

For unknown reasons Lee, in her "History," misreads the datestone 
and gives the date for Wetherill's rebuilding as 1843. This is 
clearly an error, as the "Fatlands" property was still owned and 
occupied by Rachel (Price) Wetherill in 1843. In any case, see 
the enclosed photocopy of the datestone. See Lee, "History," p. 136.

26) Made by Lee, in her "History," p. 136; picked up by Thibaut and repeated
in "The Valley Forge Report: Volume III," p. 153. The present author 
could find no earlier claim to Haviland for "Fatlands" than that of 
Lee. Haviland's name does not appear in any of the newspaper accounts 
and personal reminiscences of "Fatlands" which may be found at the 
Montgomery County Historical Society. Lee does not footnote her 
source.

27) Matthew Eli Baigell, "John Haviland," (Ph.D. dissertation, University
of Pennsylvania, 1965). Available at the Fine Arts Library.

It is interesting to note, however, that Haviland was known to 
the Wetherills -- and used by them also. Item #42 on Baigell's 
list of buildings is "Messrs. Wetherill and Seitzinger Houses, Pt, 
Carbon (Schuylkill County), Pa., 1830-31. Erected, not known if 
still standing." See pp. 168, 303.

28) As proven by his residence there in 1850 (see U.S. Census returns for
that year in Bulletin of the Historical Society of Montgomery County 
15 (No. 3), p. 75) a n d T y  his will of 1868, whicfPstates "I, William 
Wetherill, M.D., of the County of Montgomery ..."

29) See the "Alumni Record" biographical file on William Wetherill (TED.
1825) at the University Archives, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia for birth and death dates of W.W., as well as for a 
summary of his career. See also the complete business records of the 
"Store and White Lead Works founded by Samuel Wetherill in the late 
18th century (and continuing to 1899)" among the holdings of the 
Special Collections department of the Van Pelt Library at the 
University of Pennsylvania. A catalogue of the papers was prepared 
by Miriam Hussey and published as "The Wetherill Papers" (Philadel
phia: The Wharton School of Finance and Coimerce of the University 
of Pennsylvania, 1942).
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30) Edward W. Hocker, formerly of the Montgomery County Historical Society,
prepared typescript summaries of his research on this topic which 
may be found in the "Wetherill Papers Box -- #1," at the Library 
of the Society. These quote from a "pamphlet" at the "Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania" entitled "Memorial of Isabelle Wetherill 
to the Senate and House of Representatives of Pennsylvania" and 
from the "Journal of the (Pennsylvania) State Senate." These 
summaries state that serious domestic difficulties began in 1847, 
after the Wetherills had had fifteen (!) children; that a 
separation and settlement was agreed to about 1849 with the wife 
and children to receive $5,000 per annum; that in January 1850 
William Wetherill, M.D. petitioned the state legislature to grant 
a divorce, which was opposed by the wife; no divorce was granted. 
Photocopies of the Hocker summaries appended to this report.

31) Philadelphia Register of Wills, #319, 1872.

32) Montgomery County Department of Records was in the process of relocating
its offices during the summer of 1985. Records of the Register of 
Wills were available for search, but not the records of Orphans'
Court. At a future date, study should be made of William Wetherill,
OC 20894 (1872) file at the Department of Records.

33) Montgomery County Deed Book 322.177 (1887, day and month unknown; Henry
C. Kline, Sheriff of Montgomery County, to John Macomb Wetherill).

34) In the cases of Samuel Wetherill, Jr. (d. 1829) and John Price Wetherill
(d. 1853), real estate was not divided among the children until 
the widow had died (15 years and 24 years later, respectively). As 
the date of death of Isabelle (Macomb) Wetherill has not been found, 
it is unclear if that is the case here. Given the terrible family 
strains imposed by the separation of the father and mother, it is 
entirely likely that the children disagreed among themselves as to the 
division of the father's real estate. This could well have led to 
lengthy litigation. Further research could possibly shed more light 
on this question.

35) On 16 May 1895. See copy of will at Montgomery County Department of
Records. RW 19512.

36) Ibid.

37) See newspaper obituary entitled "Wm. H. Wetherill Dies After Stroke"
at the ,rWetherill Papers Box -- #1," Montgomery County Historical 
Society. Photocopy attached. See also, Montgomery County Department 
of Records. RW 42745 (1927).

38) Date of 1892 taken from Lee, "History," p. 147; her source, however,
is secondary and should be checked.

39) See John B. Dodd, "Classified Structure Field Inventory Report: Meadow
Grove Spring House," on file at the Administration Building, Valley 
Forge National Historical Park, Worksheet IB, where he cites 
Montgomery County Deed Book 801.30 (1 October 1919).

Endnotes (continued)



Endnotes (continued)
40) This seems especially likely when seen in light of subsequent events.

One son of William H . , Herbert J. Wetherill, took over "Mill Grove" 
after 1927; another, Dr. Henry E. Wetherill, took over "Fatlands;"
In 1935 the Franklin Survey Company's Atlas of Montgomery County 
(Vol. B) (Philadelphia: 1935), Plate 13 labels the "Mill Grove" 
property as owned by Herbert J. Wetherill and the "Fatlands" as 
owned by Dr. Henry E. Wetherill. See also, the Montgomery County 
Department of Records. William H. Wetherill. RW 42745 (1927).

41) The "Alumni Record" biographical file on Henry Emerson Wetherill (M.D.
1893) includes correspondence, official University forms, and 
several obituaries clipped from newspapers. The obituaries state 
that Wetherill had "lived alone on the estate ("Fatlands") for 
nearly a half century" (Philadelphia Inquirer, 9 March 1946; New 
York Times, 9 March 1946), but the University forms give his 
address as 3734 Walnut Street, Philadelphia in 1896. A publication 
entitled "With Drops of Blood" by HEW and dated 1910, gives the 
address as 3734 Walnut Street, but from 1923 all correspondence 
is headed "Fatlands Farms, Audubon, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania."

42) For birth and death dates and other pertinent biographical information,
see the "Alumni Record" file at the University Archives, University 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

43) A pamphlet entitled "My Little Book," dated 1923, includes pages
describing a quick printing fountain pen called a "typen," a musical 
instrument called a "trombone flute," a hand-operated calculator 
called "kalqlex," a folding field or opera glass called "C-R-O-G," 
a folding eye shade called "perimetric I-shade," a general utility 
scissors called "cizr-curjon," and others. Copy in the "Alumni 
Record" file.

44) From an undated pamphlet found in the "Alumni Record" file. Photocopy
attached.

45) As reported in "Award of $3,800 for Historic 38-Acre Wetherill Tract at
Fatland," in the Norristown Times Herald (28 October 1942). Copy at 
the Montgomery County Historical Society, Scrapbook Collection B8:3, 
p. 171. Photocopy attached. See also "$4,750 Awarded to Wetherill," 
in the Norristown Times Herald (20 May 1943). Copy at the Montgomery 
County Historical Society^ Photocopy attached.

46) Montgomery County Deed Book 1449.17 (8 April 1941; Henry E. Wetherill, et̂
al, by Deed of Trust, to the Real Estate Trust Company of Philadelphia; 
Jl.00 purchase price for 309.9 acres).

47) From an undated broadside at the Montgomery County Historical Society.
Date of 1945 assigned to the broadside based on internal evidence: 
Schuylkill River frontage shown as acquired by the Valley Forge Park 
Commission and no longer part of the estate; asking price of $25,000 
very close to price paid in December 1945, but well below price 
paid in December 1946. Photocopy attached.

48) Montgomery County Deed Book 1710.119 (22 December 1945; Real Estate Trust
Company of Philadelphia, under Henry E. Wetherill, et al, Deed of Trust,
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to John J. Shinners, Jr.; $26,000 purchase price for 309.9 acres 
with exceptions).

49) The obituaries of H.E. Wetherill printed in the Philadelphia Inquirer
(9 March 1946), the New York Times (9 March 1946), the Philadelphia 
Record (9 March 1946) and the 'PhiTadelphia Evening Bulletin (9 March 
1946) all state that Wetherill was found dead in his bedroom at 
"Fatlands," on 8 March 1946, after not appearing for several days.
His body was found by Frank Ivins, a tenant farmer on the estate.
The Montgomery County coroner estimated that Wetherill had been 
dead for about three days when his body was found and that he had 
died of natural causes. See the "Alumni Record" file.

50) Jean Barth Toll and Michael J. Schwager, eds., Montgomery County: The
Second Hundred Years, 2 vols. (Norristown, Pennsylvania: The Mont- 
gomery County Federation of Historical Societies, 1983), 1:389.

51) From an undated newspaper clipping at the Montgomery County Historical
Society. Date of 1946 annotated in hand on margin of clipping. 
Advertisement refers to the recent death of Dr. H.E. Wetherill and 
the $50,000 asking price is close to the $42,500 purchase price 
paid by Peter J. Camiel in December 1946. Photocopy attached.

52) Montgomery County Deed Book 1793.120 (7 December 1946; John J. Shinners,
Jr., and Isabel M . , his wife, of Eaglesville, Pennsylvania to Peter 
J. Camiel and Nina, his wife, of Philadelphia; purchase price of 
$42,500 for 216.1 acres and unspecified improvements).

53) See attached photocopy. Taken from the files of the Superintendent at
the Administrative Offices of Valley Forge National Historical Park. 
See n. 25 above.

54) Notes taken during interview available in the files of the office of
Joan Marshall-Dutcher, Research Historian, Valley Forge National 
Historical Park.

55) Montgomery County Deed Book 4704.885 (see n. 1 above). This is the
parcel of land known as Valley Forge National Historical Park 
Tract 101-68. It includes most of the farm of 1772 exclusive of 
the Schuylkill River frontage (about 38 acres) and all the land 
north of Pawling Road (an unknown acreage).

Endnotes (continued)



Brief of Title to "FATLANDS FARM," also known as Valley Forge National 

Historical Park Tract 101-68

24 March 1983

for $897,600.00

145.03 acres and improvements

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 4704.885

Peter J. Camiel 
and Nina, h/w

to

United States of America

Described as part of a larger tract of land which the grantors 
purchased in 1946. This part does not include the "Fatlands" 
mansion house and fifteen acres immediately surrounding it. 
Other exceptions noted.

1_ December 1946 

for $42,500.00

216.1 acres and improvements

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 1793.120

John J. Shinners, Jr. 
and Isabel M . , h/w

to

Peter J. Camiel

Described as part of a larger tract of land which the grantors 
purchased in 1945, but inclusive of "Fatlands" mansion house, 
farm buildings and other improvements. Exceptions noted.

22 December 1945 

for $26,000

309.9 acres and improvements

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 1710.119

Real Estate Trust 
Company of Philadelphia, 
Trustee under a Deed of 
Trust of Henry E. Wetherill, 
et al

to

John J. Shinners, Jr.

Described as the same premises which the grantor purchased in 1941, 
by Deed of Trust from Henry E. Wetherill, et al. Exceptions noted, 
including thirty-eight acre parcel condemned and purchased by the 
Valley Forge Park Commission of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Actual acreage of premises something less than 309.9; advertised 
for sale at 260 acres, photocopy attached.
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Brief of Title to "FATLANDS FARM" (continued)

8 April 1941 

for $1.00

309.9 acres and improvements

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 1449.17

Henry E. Wetherill, et al_ 
(heirs of John Macomb” 
Wetherill, deceased), by 
Deed of Trust

to

Real Estate Trust Company 
of Philadelphia

Described as part of several tracts of land awarded to John Macomb 
Wetherill by Montgomery County Sheriff in partition of estate of 
William Wetherill, M.D. (died 1872).

John Macomb Wetherill died on 16 May 1895. His will (Montgomery 
County Department of Records, RW 19512) directed that his estate 
be divided among his brothers and sisters and their heirs, share 
and share alike.

1887 (month and day unknown) 

for $1.00

Eight parcels of land with 
improvements, totaling 
321 acres, more or less

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 332.177

Henry C. Kline, Esquire, 
Sheriff (by Deed Poll)

to

John M. Wetherill, one 
of the children of 
William Wetherill, M.D., 
deceased

Described as estate of William Wetherill, M.D. (1804 -- 1872), 
consisting of land inherited by William Wetherill, M.D. from his 
father, Samuel Wetherill, Jr. and land purchased by William 
Wetherill, M.D. in his own lifetime.

William Wetherill, M.D. died on 28 April 1872. His will (Philadelphia 
Register of Wills #319, 1872) directed that his estate be divided 
equally among his children.

One of the parcels of land is described as the "Bakewell Farm," 
consisting of mansion house, farm buildings, other improvements 
and 196 acres of land.

1_ November 1844 

for $1.00

196 and 3/4 acres and improvements

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 65.102

James Wells, Esquire 
Sheriff

to

William Wetherill, M.D., 
one of the children of 
Samuel Wetherill, deceased
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t Brief of Title to "FATIANDS FARM" (continued)

1_ November 1844 (continued)

Described as part of the estate of Samuel Wetherill, Jr. (1764 --
•  1829). His will bequeathed his Philadelphia residence ("the

messuage in which I now reside") and his country residence
("and also my Farm called the Bakewell Farm in Montgomery County") 
to his wife, Rachel Wetherill. She continued to occupy both 
during her widowhood. All his other property, both real and 
personal, was bequeathed to his five children, share and share

•  alike. Rachel Wetherill agreed to bequeath her estate in the
same manner (Philadelphia Register of Wills, #36, 1844). As a 
result no partition of the real estate of Samuel Wetherill (Jr.) 
took place until after the death of his widow.

In 1844 the Estate of Samuel Wetherill (Jr.) was ordered divided.
•  William Wetherill, M.D. was awarded the "Bakewell Farm" tract

of 196 and 3/4 acres, being the same premises which Samuel 
Wetherill (Jr.) had purchased in 1822 from the executrix of 
V/illiam Bakewell, deceased, as below.

•  f 2£ August 1822

for $11,717.04

196 and 3/4 acres with 
improvements

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 38.502

Sarah Bakewell, of 
Louisville, Kentucky, 
"spinster" and "Acting 
Executrix" of William 
Bakewell, deceased

to

Samuel Wetherill, Jr.

Described as part of a larger tract of land which William Bakewell 
purchased in 1803. William Bakewell died in 1821.

11 October 1803 

for 6,000 L

•  302 acres, 75 perches

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 17.184

James Sergeant Ewing, 
late of Montgomery County, 
now of Trenton, New Jersey, 
and Catherine, h/w

to

William Bakewell, 
of New Haven, Connecticut

Described as same premises which the grantor purchased in 1801.

{\ 15 October 1801 

for 4,537 L

John Echlin Allen, 
of Philadelphia,

to



Brief of Title to "FATLANDS FARM'' (continued)

15 October 1801 (continued)

302 acres, 75 perches

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 15.152

James Sergeant Ewing, 
of Montgomery County

Described as the same premises which the grantor purchased in 1794.

10 September 1794

for 3,950 L

302 acres, 75 perches

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 7.899

James Vaux, of Philadelphia, 
"gentleman, and Susanna, h/w

to

John Echlin Allen

Described as the same premises which the grantor purchased in 1772.

18 June 1772

for 23 L (and assumption 
of three mortgages totaling 
1,300 L)

302 acres, 75 perches

Recorded in Philadelphia County 
Deed Book 1.12.54

James Morgan, of Durham 
Township, Bucks County, 
"ironmaster," and 
Sarah, h/w

to

James Vaux, of Philadelphia, 
"gentleman"

Described as premises consisting of three parcels of land, as follows:

1) 100 acres purchased by the grantor from Thomas Morgan, "yeoman,"
of New Providence Township, (then) Philadelphia County on 
9 May 1746 (Recorded in Philadelphia County Deed Book H.5.116).

2) 82 acres purchased by the grantor from Thomas Lewis, "yeoman,"
of New Providence Township, (then) Philadelphia County, and 
Catherine, h/w, on 18 March 1748/9 (citation not given)

3) 116% acres purchased by the grantor from the Trustees of the
Pennsylvania Land Company in London on 24 November 1766; this 
parcel of land included a "messuage or dwelling house." 
(citation not given)

A recent survey having been taken, these three parcels of land 
were shown to actually total 302 acres, 75 perches.



Brief of Title to "FATLANDS FARM11 (concluded)

18 June 1772 (concluded)

The premises sold were encumbered by three mortgages, as follows:

1) A mortgage of 300 L made by the grantor on 14 December 1761
(Recorded in Philadelphia County Mortgage Book X.6.295).

2) A mortgage of 200 L made by the grantor on 27 May 1767
(Recorded in Philadelphia County Mortgage Book X.12.S5).

3) A mortgage of 800 L made by the grantor on 22 April 1771
(Recorded in Philadelphia County Mortgage Book X.15.406).

Chain of title not pursued prior to 1772.



Attachment #1: Datestones found at "Fatlands" (see n. #25)
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Attachment #2: Edward W. Hocker summaries of Wetherill divorce case
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-Attachment *2: Edward w * Hocker summaries of Wetherill divorce case
(32)

W e t h e r i l l  D iv o rce—
J ourna l  o f  S t a t e  S e n a te ,  1?50—

9 , 1?50—^r.  Jones  p r e s e n t e d  the  p e t i t i o n  of  Wn. 
W e t h e r i l l  f o r  anulment of  marriage

J a n . 11— h r.  Jones prese n te d  p e - i t i o n  of  I s a b e l l  W e th e r i l l  
r e m o n s t r a t in g  a g a i n s t  Will iam W e t h e r i l l 1 s p e t i t i o n  o f  annulment.

Jan. 12— v r .  Jones p r e s e n t e d  a document in  r e l a t i o n  o f  L i l i a n  
W e t h e r i l l * s  p e t i t i o n .

Feb.?,— i-r. Crabb p r e s e n t e d  a copy of  c e r t a i n  correspondence  
between c o u n s e l  f o r  Wm.Wetherill  and c o u n se l  f o r  h i s  w i f e .

F o b . 19— Vr. S t r e e t e r ,  from committee on l u d i c l a r y ,  renorted  
t i l l  N o .3?9 ,  " f-° annul the  marriage  c o n t r a c t  between Wm. Wether! 11 
snd I s a b e l l a  W e th e r i l l  h i s  w i fe .* 1 B i l l  read f i r s t  t ime.

F e b . 20— Senate  as committee o f  the  whole c o n s id e r s  b i l l .
Committee r o s e .  Chairman r e p o r te d  b i l l  w ithout  amendment.

F o t . ^ 1 — B i l l  on sgcond r e a d in g .  Vr. King moves to  s t r i k e  out  
" l a t e  L'aconb o f  the s t a t e  o f  New J e r s e y .  " Agreed. Vote— Yp£p , ] 9; 
n a y s , ! ^ .  Determined in  n e g a t i v e .

r e b . 2 3 — 'rr. Crabb in tr o d u c e s  b i l l  "An a c t  to  annul the  marriage  
c o n t r a c t  between Will iam W e t h e r i l l , V . D . , of  Vontgomery County, and 
I s a b e l l a  h i s  w i f e ."

Parch 2~— Vr. ’Muhlenberg p r e s e n t s  th e  remonstrance o f  c i t i z e n s  o f  
Phi l a .  a g a i n s t  g r a n t in g  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i v e r c e s .

A p r i l  6— ,Fr. Jon^s p r e s e n t s  two r e n e n s t r a n c e s  from c i t i z e n s  o f  
Hontg.Co. a g a i n s t  W e th e r i l l  d iv o r c e  b i l l .

A pr!1 9— wr. Brooke p r e s e n t s  remonstrance o f  c o u n s e l  for  
^ r s .  W e t h e r i l l  a g a i n s t  d iv o r ce  b i l l ,  Laid on t a b l e .

A p r i l  25— Q uest ion  o f  order  Raised: Having been n e g a t iv e d  in  th e  
Sen a te ,  i s  i t  in  order  to  r e in t r o d u c e  the W e t h e r i l l  d iv o r c e  b i l l ,  ana 
c o n s id e r  i t .  Vote:  Yeas, 11; n a y e ,1 2 ,  i n c l u d i n g  speaker .  Setermined  
in  n e g a t i v e .  Q uest ion  r e c u s s i n g ,  jv o te :  Yeas,  l b ,  with  speaker; n a y e , l j  
15 . C arr ied .  T i t l e  c o n s id ered :  arninded to  cut  out "H.D., o f  1'ontgom- 
ery  C o u n ty ." *

A o r i l  29—hr. Jones p r e s e n t s / r e m o n s t r a n c e s  from c i t i z e n s  o f  
Hontg.Co. a g a i n s t  W e th e r i l l  d iv o r c e  b i l l .  Laid on t a b l e .

A ^ r i l  29— R e s o l u t i o n  adopted r e q u e s t i n g  House to  r e tu r n  Weth
e r i l l  d iv o r c e  b i l l  to  Senate .  Carried .

May 15— Mr. F r a i l e y  asked and o b ta in e d  l e a v e  to  withdraw p e t i 
t i o n  and do umente o f  Yfci. fte t h e r i 11 f o r  d i v o r c e .

W e t h e r i l l  d i v o r c e  b i l l  not  l i s t e d  among a c t s  p a s se d  in  IS50.
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Attachment #3: Newspaper obituary on William H. Wetherill (1838 -- 1927) (55)

WM. H. WETHERILL 
DIES ALTER STROKE

Head of White Lead Manufactur
ing Firm Had Not Recovered 

Fully from 2 Recent Falls

w m n e r w  - '  tEiTTSfiai*:
Ithe Roms of tic  Merciful Saviour and i  fV I n  w .t w m
1*2.000 to the Homs Missionary Society . , Wethe.ili. wto
■of Philcdelphin. -Four nephews, Bren- > <hed week,, was fatally
-ten. John L , Alexander hr i  Satnoel I stricken. I asked him about Bets?, 
VVftherill, are to share equally in-Mead-; Rosa- t ■ ■■ .  .
tew Grove Farm, Lower l ’rprideace, -Mr. Wether. * father and Bats? 
(Montgomery count? \- - i Ross were tha last to attend a meeting
£ 7 After making bequests of $X00 *n d!«f Free Quakers in the old .meeting 
{upwards to servants and a number-of house on Arch street, erected in 1 < v>. 
friends,'Mr, Wetherill wrote the bequest ' 
io  Miti McFarland, “who ha* cared for 
any late wife, for me and members of 
Ithe family for man? years.” ' - r
g' The residue is left to his eons. Her .
%ert J.. Abel P. 'Wetherill, the Rev, Hr. !

“When they departed.” said Mr. 
Wetherill, “my father locked the door, 
and he told me that was the last regu
lar religious service ever held there.” 

“Hid Betsy Ross make the first 
American flag?” 1 asked this man.

HE WAS 89 YEARS OLD WejhwUli and w^ ,^ J -in# jwhow father to c  her welh

W . H. W ether i l l

W illiam Henry Wetherill, head of the 
oldest white lead manufacturing firm in 

this country and a 
fcemmber of one of 
Pennsylvania’s old
est families, died 
yesterday afternoon 
in the University 
Hospital a fen- 
hours after he suf
fered a stroke. He 
was eighty-nine.

Mr. W etherill 
had never recovered 
fully from injuries 
suffered in a fall at 
his office in the 
plant of Wetherill 
& Brother. 32C 8. 

13th st., last November 27. He under
went a minor operation a few days ago 
and apparently had rallied.

Hespite his advanced age he insisted 
On going to his office daily, and it was 
while alone that he fell on the stairs. 
Ignoring the pain, he went to his home. 
3734 W alnut st., and refused to call a 
physician. A few days later he fell and 
broke his hip while making his way 
about the house with the aid of two 
canes, necessitating his removal to the 
hospital

The firm of Wetherill & Brother, of 
which Mr. Wetherill was president and 
treasurer, was founded by his great
grandfather, Samuel W etherill, who de
fied church and family and joined 
■Washington’s army. This act inspired 
Hr. S. W eir Mitchell to make him the 
hero of “Hugh Wynne, Free Quaker."

'Wethdrill; a sister. Mrs. Rebecca W. 
Hupman ;' danghtersin-la w, Mrs Mary 
J-t. Wetherill, Mrs. Sara R. Wetherill 
Send Mrs, Georgia V. Wetherill; and 
[grandsons, Reeves Wetherill and Proc- 
tint Wetherill. ----- .*_j a n i ,  - —

She undoubtedly did,” replied the 
old chemical manufacturer. “Nobody 
ever doubted it in her day. and for long 
afterwards. Only recently have the 
skeptic* raised the question.”

I should rely implicitly upon the 
evidence handed down directly from 
father to son in a case like this. It 
ia surely worth more than the cynical 
ravings of near-historians of our own 

! time.

Samuel Wetherill was the leader of 
the band of Free Quakers who erected 
the old meeting house on Arch s t ,  on 
the walls of which may still be seen the 
inscription: “Erected A. H. 1783, of 
the Empire 8.”

Mr. Wetherill succeeded his father. 
Hr. W illiam 'Wetherill, as president of 
the firm of Wetherill & Brother a feu- 
years after he returned from the Civil 
War, in which he served as a private. 
He was fond of outdoor sports and for 
manv years was president of the Phila
delphia Skating Club.

He also devoted much of his time 
to his 100-acre farm in the Perkiomen 
Valley, which was bought by his grand
father 123 years ago. When America 
entered the World War he directed the 
.raising of a crop of potatoes "ami onions 
■every times larger than the usual 
yield, ■_ v
1 • bevera! churches and charitable or
ganizations are given BUbstannaT- be 
que&fs. A 810,000 endowment fund ia 
granted to St.- A lary*-Protestant Epis
copal Church, W est Philadelphia, tbe 
income to be used for keeping the altar 
in good -condition. ' -
! The same cm onnt.is left for an en
dowment fund to the trustees of. Union 
(Church, adjoining the MUl Grove Farm, 
'Audubon* Pa., witirh Mr. Wetherill own
ed. S t  Paul’s Church, Oaks, Mont
gomery county, ir given. $1,000 for an 
endowment fund, and the Religious So
ciety of Free Quakers, this cuy»J.c given 
Jo.vQti for an eudii'vvzncptJfund..
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Attachment #4: Dt . W.E. Wetherill's advertisement published in pamphlet
form concerning the "Fatlands" estate

(

Bungalow Sites, 
Apartments,

and Rooms For Rent
. . .  }

D r .  H .  E .  W e t h e r i l l
Protectory Station, Penna. R. R. •*; 1
R. D. 1, Phoenixville, Pa., U. S. A. ’

A long  th e  S ch u y lk ill river by V a l
ley F orge  and  on the  wooded banks of 
the  P erk iom en  creek are spots now 
taken  for S um m er homes.

Some are for all the  year.

T he p lan  is w ork ing  well as a  mod- j
crate priced o u tin g  for the fam ily or 
c lub  is availab le; and  a t sm all expense. J.> j 
B ungalow s have been built, suitable 
for refined people, for $300 inc lud ing  
every th ing .

N ear th e  station , road markets, fish
ing, sailing , etc.

”, O u t in  the  prim eval forest a t F a t-  
land , nearby , good w ater and bathing.
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/*( Attachment #4: Dr. H.E. Wetherill's advertisement published in pamphlet
form concerning the "Fatlands" estate; pp. 2 and 3

P ick  ’ ou t the site  for yo u r o u t
ings, have staked , leased and  n ex t 

tim e you  come o u t you  can move in to  

YOUR OWN HOME. . ;

C arpen ters  pn th e  place for h ire  
o r you  can build  yourself.

O n ly  neat a r tis tic  cabins and 

good in te llig en t neighbors are  allowed 
on th is  life estate.

$50  an  acre is charged  in advance, 
a  y ea r and  lease is given up  to five 
years for th e  g ro u n d  if  paid in  ad 

vance. >i: -

T h is  is between th e  im prove
m ents a t P o r t  In d ia n  and  Perk io tncn  

Ju n c tio n , on th e  R ead ing  R , R, and  
is ideal for cam pers o r those w ishing 

a hom e a t low cost an d  upkeep.

FATLAND MANSION
■* • • i i • i ' • • • '
has been fixed up  and  electricity  in 
stalled  an d  roptns are for rent, S um 
m er o r W in te r, to desirable persons, a t 

$10  a  m onth  per room iu advance?

I f  persons o r visitors are undesirable 

ren ts  term inate. . -

T h is  is an  ideq.1 location and s u p 
p lies come to the  door; although  hq t 

7 m inutes to the  station, it is ideal for 

qu ie t, elegance and  a nice place for 

convalescents; o r a, fine country  board

in g  house, . : Ia '.T.

T h e  rooms are uufuru islied  b u th a v e 
nice fire places for the cooj days, and 
housekeeping  is allowed in tlie various 

apartm ents. ( *

S tables on the placei T rolley a t 
Jeffersonville. »k „ .v ;

i



Attachment #4: Dr. H.E. Wetherill's advertisement published in pamphlet
form concerning the "Fatlands" estate; p. 4.
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The taxes are high. The owner 
has more houses and land than he 
can use, so as also to have agreeable 
company—there is land to rent and 
rooms, and sometimes houses. 315 
acres. Parts rented and farmed, 
cows for milk.

Commuting is practical with Phila
delphia, and the Old Gulph Road is 
best for automobiles to the city in an 
hour’s run. Just north of Devon on 
the Main Line R. R., Norristown 6 
miles east.

Audubon Inn nearby sets a good 
table. Laundry, butcher and country 
produce are at hand;—have a garden 
if you wish.

- It is a fine big estate and I cannot 
use it all, but others can enjoy it and 
partly pay the expenses in rents; that 
I may continue my medical and scien
tific researches and practice.

Dr. Henry Emerson Wetherill’s Specialties
R. D. 1, Phoenixville, Pa., U. S. A.



*Wjui J tt-Mrs. Ellis T, Fox, Audubon, 
wlio a I 84. is believed to bo Ihfi 
oldest airplane spotter In the 
County. Jibe tokos In : regular 
turn at the Aircraft Obsorva- 
tion post, on the George Ritten- 
house Farm, just off Valley 
Force Road, near her home.

- .-.—.'A..
tr.

m  < 2

Award of $3,800 for H isto r ic  
38-Acre Wetlierill Tract at FatlandV *■ ._ >•

Site Near Mansion Where Owner Entertained American and 
British Generals— Agreement In Arleth Case 1

An award of ipIV̂ ftO for a t’S-acre tract of ground owned 
tiv Henry E. Wetherill and others, near the Philadelphia 
Protectory for Hoys, Fatland, has been made by a Mont
gomery County Jury of View as damages resulting from its 

j condemnation for Valley Forge Park extension purposes.
in ’ tin ’ report fll'xl by the J u ry ' Rebellion." It. adds. " I be ownoi 

of View com posed of A ttorney t en terta in ed  both  th e  A m erican  
T h o m a s F. D oran. C harles J- j G en era ls and th e  E n g lish  G en era ls  
H anse 11 and II. H. S m ith , co m m en t, w licn  1ll0 E nglish  were in  pu rsu it j 
th e  “W etherill m ansion  built a t a , or th(, A m ericans, th en  in C am p  
considerable d istan ce  from  the plot'; Qn lli)ls of v a lle y  Forge, 
of around in question h a s  an h is -1  ..Q n t , ,p sjlp jn qu estion  w hich  
torica! background. | th e  flom m ission  h as condem ned

"It w as in th is m ansion th a t,1 n,,,,.,, j,; .t .j.one m o n u m en t m nrk- 
the R evolutionary soldiers were . lh r  r'nf| ()f ( |lr  failUvan Bridge  
en terta in ed  during the Am erican w lli(.h spanned  th e  S ch u y lk ill R iv -  

C o n t i n u r d  o v  ’ 'a o c  F o u r  a pr< w hich had been erected  by

HISTORIC BUILDING DESTROYED Betzwood obser
ve Mnn post, located on the George RittcnhouseFSwtq. was built by 
the Betz tumll.v and once was used ns a blacksmlthshqp. Fire at 
8.40 this morning destroyed the building and William KS>«er and 
William Henderson, both of Oaks, on duty at the time of tf!>\flre. 
climbed down the ladder shown in the picture, as their in teriorly  
treat was cut off by flames. *

j General Sullivan, an Aide to Gen
eral Washington.”

'! As to the alleged value of the 
1 property for Its river frontage, the

jury said it was “well acquainted 
with tlie frontage along the 
Schuylkill ns sites tor bungalows 
or boat houses" but added "we also 
are acquainted with the fact that 
the Increasing deposit of coal silt 
in the Schuylkill River lias made 
(he liver frontage less desirable in 
(he locality.”

At the hearing experts for the 
petitioners fixed n value of $450 

i an acre on the property or a total 
I of $17,100 while experts for the 
' Commonwealth estimated Its value 
n.s between $2450 mid $11050.

An agreement has been reached 
in connection with the claim of 
John E. Arleth, Lower Providence, 
under which Arleth will be paid 
$2850 for a plot of ground 50 by 
320 on which is located a two 
story bungalow. The agreement 
was reported in a report filed by 
the same jury of view that hand
e d  the Wetherill ease.
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•R IST O W N  T IM E S  H E R A L D , T H U R S D A Y , '4 lA Y  20, 1943.

$4,750 AWARDED 
TO WETHERILL

Settlement of an appeal from 
an award of a jury of view was 
effected today .when a verdict for 

| $4,750 in favor of Henry E. Weth-

erlll, and others, against the Com
monwealth of Pennsylvania, was 
taken before Judge William F I  
Dannehower at a session of Civil 
Court.

The verdict is' $050 more than 
that awanied Wetherill by a 
Montgomery County Jury of View 
composed of Attorney Thomas F. 
Doran, Charles J. Hansell and H.

H. Smith.
The Wetherill tract, composed 

of 37 acres, was condemned by the 
Valley Forge Park Commission for 
park extension purposes. It is 
bounded by St. Joseph’s Protector
ate for Boys, the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, land of H. Espenship 
and the Schuylkill River.

After hearings, the1 Jury of View

made an award of $3,800 payable 
to the Real Estate Trust Com
pany, Philadelphia, trustee for 
Wetherill apd others.

The case was listed for trial in 
March and continued. It appeared 
first on 'th is week's list and when 
it was called for trial announce
ment was made that it had been 
settled. Later tire verdict for

$4,750 was taken. Attorney Ther- 
man P. Britt represented the 
claimants and Deputy Attorney 
General Paul P. Wlsler, the Com
monwealth.

When something is stolen among 
the Fijians the priest gazes into 
a crystal, and the thief's image 
appears there.



SALE 260 ACRES
OLD COLONIAL ESTATE

S H R I F l C ' !

LOCATED - Dipcctlv Opposite Valley Force (2 2  Miles From 
Philadelphia ) - East or the Junction or the Perkiomen
Creek & the Schuylkill River, in Lower Providence Town
ship, Montqomfry Co., Pcnna, One Mile to Port Kennedy 
Station of the Reading R. R. - Convenient to the Penna. 
R. R. Schuvlkill Division,
THE PROPERTY Consists or a Well Preserved Stone Colon - 
ial (1776) VUN8I0N House of 15 Rooms, Four Other Stone 
Houses and Two Stone Barns.
A8UN0ANCE o r  Broad Meadow Lano, Extensive Water Front -
AOE (12351) ON THE PERKIOMEN CREEK. THIRTY ACRE8 Or
Timber Land, A Stream Flows Through the Property,

TH IS  DESIRABLE PROPERTY ENJOYS A HIGH ELEVATION &

LONG RANGE VIEW OVER THE SCHUYLKILL VALLEY

P /v ld A  $  2  5 ,  D trD
0-1LO

V

Attachment #6: 
1945 broadside, advertising "Fatlands" for sale



Attachment #7: 1946 newspaper clipping, advertising "Fatlands" for sale
(40)

Historic mansion house containing 20 spacious rcoms, high ceilinged halls, 12 great 
Grecian columns and wide, broad piazzas on both front and rear.

Located on 200 acres w ith in  th e  triangle fau lted  by th e Junction of th e Perki- 
cm en  .Creek and th e  S ch u y lk ill River, overlooking Valley Forge Park at ••Sulli
va n ’s Crossing". Here, in 177:. Genera! W ashington, Com m ander of th e  American 
Army, and G eneral Howe, leader c f th e B ritish , were enterta ined w ith in  a 24- 
hour period by Jam es Vaux. th e owner, who was noted for h is endeavors to .
Improve farm in g m eth ods N ext owner was Dr. Jam es Sergeant Ewing, provost 
o f th e U niversity c f  P e n m  w ho died at Fatlands in  1802. B ought a yea: later 
by W illiam  B akew ell, w hose dau ghter Lucy m arried John Jam es Audubon, fam ed  
for h is s tu d ies c f  bird life  and  whose "M ill Grove Farm ” adjoined Fatlands.
R ebuilt by Dr. W illiam  W eib erill In 184? th e  l'u n slon  becam e far known for Its 

-v grandeur and th e  h o sp ita lity  o f its  owne r T hejpropertv has been in the W etherill 
fam ily ever since and was iast occupied by tn e  Late Dr. Henry E W etherill.

Also included in the Wetherill Estate is a lG-|oom stone house (known as “Locust 
Wood” ), tenant house, carriage house and stable.

O F F E R E D  A T  $50 ,000
Not bound 'ey restrictions and suitable for gentleman’s estate, historical sanctua-y, 
educations.! institution, sub-division, commercial exploitation or industrial site.

For full details cojusult-

;; ~ j o  u n
. ’ - -  U e a h ' j r
55 - Eest P tnn St., Norristown•' V' V ■ —  “ j -

i *
. £'

' . S
•i -

Phone 5400

I'/*-’

-
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• Summary of documentary evidence on structures found at ’'WALNUT HILL FARM"

also known as Valley Forge National Historical Park Tract 101-61

»
Six structures were identified and studied, as follows:

1) Wetherill/Janeway Mansion (perhaps incorporating earlier
Pawling Farm House/Commissary General's Quarters) -- documentary 
evidence supports the oral tradition that this structure is 
composed of two parts: a stone, Georgian farm house occupied 
by Henry Pawling (II) in 1777/8 which was converted to the rear 
wing of a brick, stone and stucco Greek Revival mansion added 
by John Price Wetherill. The traditional date of construction 
for the Pawling farm house -- 1743 -- was not confirmed, though 
the essential evidence for that date -- the house's datestone -- 
is available to research by an historical architect. The 
traditional date of construction for the Wetherill addition -- 
1836 -- was not confirmed and available evidence would point 
toward a date of ca. 1845. This structure was heavily damaged 
by fire in October, 1967 and has not since been reoccupied.

2) Gatehouse/Springhouse (a converted structure) -- this structure
may be the "springhouse" cited in the 1798 U.S. Direct Tax, 
subsequently reconstructed and enlarged by Samuel Wetherill, Jr., 
ca. 1826, and perhaps again altered by John Price Wetherill, 
ca. 1845. Other existing primary source records do not document 
this building. Since 1967 this structure has been occupied as 
a residence by the Boulware family.

3) Privy (in the open field adjacent to the Wetherill/Janeway Mansion)
-- this scored-stucco over field stone structure appears to 
have a construction history similar to the Gatehouse/Springhouse 
insofar as it matches the ca. 1826 and ca. 1845 architectural 
details. It is not documented by the 1798 U.S. Direct Tax, 
however, and no other existing primary source records contain 
descriptions of or references to it.

4) Stone B a m  (with attached stone corral and wood sheds) -- a portion
of this structure may be the "stone barn" cited in the 1798 U.S. 
Direct Tax, but its existence prior to 1826 can not be otherwise 
documented. A  datestone in the peak of the east gable of the 
b a m  states that it was built in two parts: the first by Samuel 
Wetherill in 1826; the second by John Price Wetherill in 1845.
The carpenter and mason cited by the datestone were both active 
in the Lower Providence Township area in 1826 and 1845. Other 
existing primary source records do not document this structure.

5) Tenant farmer1s house (with attached fieldstone bake oven) - - a
portion of this structure may be one of the dwelling houses of 
less than $100 value cited in the 1798 U.S. Direct fax, but the 
Gothic Revival architectural style points rather to a ca. 1850/ 
1870 date of construction. No tenant farmer on the property 
can be identified prior to 1883 and other existing primary source 
records do not document this structure.



Summary of documentary evidence (concluded)

6) Privy (brick, adjacent to tenant farmer's house) -- this
structure has been altered and is no longer used for its 
original purpose. It is built of m o d e m  brick and may 
therefore date to the late 19th or early 20th century. 
This structure is not documented by existing primary 
source records.

Reference may be made to the full report which follows.

Prepared and submitted by:

Mark Frazier Lloyd

The University of Pennsylvania

26 August 1985
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Historical Documentation of "WALNUT HILL FARM," particularly that portion 

known as Valley Forge National Historical Park Tract 101-61

Research by Jacqueline Thibaut and others has documented the

location of the Commissary Department of the American Army at the Henry

Pawling farm on the north side of the Schuylkill River during the winter 
1

of 1778. Oral tradition has claimed that the Henry Pawling farm house, 

which served as the headquarters of the Commissary Department, has been

preserved as the rear wing of the Wetherill/Janeway mansion, built ca.
2

1835 for John Price Wetherill. In December 1984 the United States of

America extended the boundaries of the Valley Forge National Historical

Park by the purchase of fifty-seven acres of land which includes the
3

Wetherill/Janeway mansion and five other structures. The present study 

was undertaken to document the historic structures on that tract of land 

and in so doing to test the oral tradition.

Henry Pawling of 1778 was the second of three generations of

Pawlings to own this land. His father, Henry Pawling (I), had purchased
4

five hundred acres on 15 September 1719 from one Edward Farmer. This

land was bounded by the Schuylkill River and the Perkiomen Creek on the

south, west and north and by a similar large tract of land which came to

be known as "Fatlands Farm" to the east. On the death of the father,

ca. 1740, Henry Pawling (II) took possession of the entire farm and bought
5

out the interests of his brothers and sisters. Over the course of his 

lifetime Henry Pawling (II) apparently increased the size of his holdings 

for when he sub-divided his land among three sons, he broke up a farm 

which totaled 680 contiguous acres. A map of this property is attached 

as Appendix #1.



Henry Pawling (II) began the distribution of his farm among his

sons in 1785. In that year he sold 166 acres to his eldest son John for
6

"love and affection" and five shillings. Seven years later he sold John
7

an additional 48 acres contiguous to the first parcel. The Pennsyl

vania State Tax Returns show that John Pawling was assessed for 150

acres from 1785 through 1787; 160 acres from 1788 through 1791; and 207 
8

acres in 1793. At the time of John Pawling’s death in 1815, his farm

totaled 233 acres. This is the acreage sold by his executors to Samuel
9

Wetherill, Jr. in 1825. The John Pawling farm is labeled A in the map 

found at Appendix #1.

Two issues concerning the John Pawling farm deserve the historian's 

attention. The deed of 1825, selling the property out of the Pawling 

family, contains the following clause:

Reserving nevertheless one square perch of 
land round the grave of Henry Pawling on 
said premises near the River Schuylkill with 
the privilege to enclose and repair the 
enclosure round said Grave forever.

It is not clear whether this is the grave of Henry Pawling (I) or Henry

Pawling (II) or possibly both. The U.S. Direct Tax of 1798 assessed
10

John Pawling for the following property and improvements:

The presence of the family burial ground in this parcel of the 

Henry Pawling (II) farm raises a serious question about the house and 

other improvements on this property. Was the house of John Pawling in 

1798 the house of his father in 1778? Or, put another way, was John 

Pawling's house the location of the Commissary Department of the

1 f
J  l

n r
7 6 J C

Valued t i l  b a m  -- stone, measuring 40' x 33' 
at $4,776)7199 acres of land
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•  American Army at Valley Forge?

John B. Dodd studied the historic structures on the John Pawling
11

farm for the Valley Forge National Historical Park in 1979. He found

•  that the 233 acre farm had remained intact until 1919, when the Wetherill 

family sold it to local real estate developers. In the 1920's streets 

were laid out and building lots advertised for sale. Dodd conducted

•  interviews with long-time local residents who remembered a stone farm 

house and accompanying b a m .  The house was destroyed by fire and removed 

ca. 1910. The b a m  was demolished shortly after 1945. Based on

•  descriptions of the house provided by the interviews, Dodd was willing 

to "suggest a late 18th or early 19th C. date" for the construction of 

the house. He did not know that the John Pawling farm had been split off

•  from the larger Pawling holdings in 1785 and 1792. If he had, he may have 

concluded that the house remembered by late 20th century residents of

the area was in fact built by John Pawling after his purchase of the land.

•  There is good evidence to show that this is the case. The site of the 

John Pawling house as determined by Dodd is shown on the map found at 

Appendix #1.

•  The will of Henry Pawling (II) was signed on 18 November 1791 (a12
codicil added on 29 August 1792) and probated on 3 November 1792.

In this document Henry Pawling (II) confirms his sales of land to his

•  eldest son, John, and sets forth several other legacies. To his third 

son, Nathan, he bequeathed 100 acres adjoining the land already "given

by Deed." To his second son, Henry (III), he bequeathed "all the rest of

•  my land including the Mansion House in which I now live, being between 

two hundred and three hundred acres." Three younger sons received cash 

legacies. One daughter received land outside (Lower) Providence Township

•  and the others received cash legacies.
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The language of Henry Pawling's bequest to his son Henry (III) is 

prima facie evidence that the house occupied by the Commissary Department 

in 1778 was neither on the land subsequently owned by John Pawling nor 

on the land subsequently owned by Nathan Pawling. The Nathan Pawling 

parcel, however, did stand on the Schuylkill River at the "Fatlands-ford" 

(just above Sullivan's Bridge) and historic structures on this site may 

have played an important role in the storage and transport of supplies 

across the Schuylkill.

The Pennsylvania State Tax Returns show that Nathan Pawling was
13 14

assessed for 187 acres in 1793. Two years later he died and in 1798
15

his widow sold the property to her brother-in-law, Henry Pawling (III).

The land was immediately let to a tenant farmer named George Widner. The

U.S. Direct Tax of 1798 assessed George Widner as occupant, Henry Pawling
16

(III) as owner for the following property and improvements:

Valued! C l house -- stone, one story, four windows, measuring 20' x 18'
at $300j /I kitchen -- log, one story, measuring 15' x 12'

'1 springhouse -- stone, one story, measuring 12' x 15'

Valued 
at $3

b a m  -- log, no dimensions given 
188 acres of land

One year later Henry Pawling (III) is advertising this property
17

for sale in The Norristown Gazette:

TO BE SOLD --

A valuable Plantation, situate on the river Schuylkill, 
adjoining Fatland-ford, in Providence township, Montgomery 
County; 22 miles from Philadelphia and 6 from Norristown; 
containing 154 acres, between 60 and 70 of which is good 
woodland, 20 of watered and bottom meadow, the residue 
conveniently divided into fields -- The soil is equal if 
not superior to any in the country, and esteemed by 
farmers to be of the first quality for wheat -- There 
are on the premises a convenient Stone IVelling house, 
with two rooms on a floor, a commodious Kitchen, a Stone 
Springhouse over a good spring of water, and a Log B a m  -- 
There are few situations better adapted for a farmer, 
the quality of the land, and the commodiousness of the
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iV

situation, render it an object worthy of 
there (sic) attention -- The terms of sale 
will be made easy, and may be known from the 
subscriber adjoining the premises, or from 
Levi Pawling in Norristown.

HENRY PAWLING

In 1801 Henry Pawling found a purchaser: 184 acres of the 187

were sold to Jacob Pennebacker (Pennypacker) and the land passed out
18

of the Pawling family altogether. The 184 acres remained intact
19

through sales in 1825, 1867, 1877 and 1881. In 1895 it was purchased
20

for the Philadelphia Protectory for Boys. That institution and its 

successor, St. Gabriel's, remains the owner of this land today, though 

the land has been cut through by the new County Line Expressway. It is 

not known whether any of the historic structures documented by the U.S. 

Direct Tax of 1798 survive. The Nathan Pawling farm is labeled D in 

the map found at Appendix #1.

Henry Pawling (III)'s portion of his father's estate was said to

total "between two hundred and three hundred acres." The Pennsylvania

State Tax Returns show that Henry Pawling (III) was assessed for 200

acres in 1793 and 208 acres in 1803. In 1813 he was assessed for 100
21

acres and his son, William, for an additional 100. The U.S. Direct

Tax of 1798 assessed Henry Pawling (III) for the following property and
22

improvements:

Valued? 
at $900)

1 house -- stone, two stories, nineteen windows, measuring 
45’ x 32'

1 springhouse -- stone, one story, measuring 15' x 15'

Valued ? >1 b a m  -- stone, measuring 40' x 33'
at $4,836) ) 2 dwelling houses -- "not exceeding $100 in value" (tenant houses) 

( 199 acres of land

The assessment on the house and springhouse was the fourth largest in the

township and on the b a m ,  tenant houses and land, the fifth largest. It



should be noted that though both John Pawling and Henry Pawling (III) owned

more than 200 acres of land, the tax assessor entered their holdings as an

identical 199 acres each. The Henry Pawling (III) farm comprised both B

and C in the map shown at Appendix #1.

The will of Henry Pawling (III) was signed on 25 July 1817 and
23

probated on 21 March 1823. It is a four page document, supplemented by

a four page inventory of personal estate. Henry Pawling (III) describes his

land as "supposed to contain 250 acres" and instructs his executors to

sell it at the highest prices obtainable, the proceeds to be divided

among several children. When the surveys were completed the land was

found to total 257 acres. In 1826 Levi Pawling and James Milnor, the

executors of the estate, sold a parcel of 157% acres to Samuel Wetherill,
24

Jr. That tract is represented by B in the map shown at Appendix #1.

In 1830 the executors sold a parcel of 99% acres to William Pawling, son
25

of Henry Pawling (III). This smaller tract is represented by C in 

the map at Appendix #1.

The search for the home of Henry Pawling (II) in 1778 is greatly 

aided by the deed transferring land to Samuel Wetherill, Jr. Ownership of 

the land is recited, including a clause describing the "mansion house and 

plantation" of Henry Pawling (II). The "mansion house" was contained in the 

land bequeathed to Henry Pawling (III) and is also contained in the parcel 

of land to be conveyed to Samuel Wetherill, Jr.

The sale of land by the executors of Henry Pawling (III) to 

William Pawling seems to have confirmed a long standing agreement. It was 

noted above that as early as 1813 the Pennsylvania State Tax Returns 

contained entries assessing Henry Pawling (III) for 100 acres and his son 

William for an additional 100. Montgomery County land records show that



William Pawling did not own any real estate in the county until his

purchase of 1830. The State Tax was apparently assessed upon occupants

of the land, not necessarily owners, and William Pawling occupied his

100-acre farm for at least seventeen years before he purchased it.

Samuel Wetherill, Jr. (1764-1829) was a Philadelphian whose
26

chemical manufacturing business was notably successful. His first

purchase of land in Lower Providence Township took place in 1813 when
27

he acquired a portion of the "Mill Grove" estate. The deed describes

the property as follows:

... Messuage or tenement (and) two water c o m  
or grist mills under one roof with two pair of 
stones and saw mill plantation and tract of land 
situate on the south east side of Perkioming 
Creek in New Providence Township (containing)
113 acres, 74 (square) perches (of land) ...

Another source states that Wetherill's interest in the property was
28

sparked by the presence of a lead mine. Whatever the cause or causes,

Wetherill liked what he saw in Lower Providence Township. By the summer

of 1826 he had bought up 715^ acres of land in Lower Providence and another
29

225^ acres just across the Perkiomen Creek in Upper Providence Township.

It was a country estate of historically significant proportions, land which

would remain largely in Wetherill family hands for the next 125 years.

Samuel Wetherill, Jr. died in 1829. His will was signed on 25 April
30

1829 and probated on 2 October 1829. His heirs numbered six: his widow, 

Rachel, and five grown children, Rebecca Gumbes (Mrs. Win. H.), John Price 

Wetherill, Charles Wetherill, William Wetherill and Samuel Price Wetherill. 

Samuel Wetherill, Jr. bequeathed his Philadelphia house ("the messuage in 

which I now reside") and also "my Farm called the Bakewell Farm in Mont

gomery County together with the appurtenances" to his widow. He further 

directed that "all the rest, residue and remainder of all my Estate
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whatsoever and wheresoever I give, devise and bequeath to my five children 

... to hold ... in equal parts as Tenants in Common ..." As a result of 

this and other clauses of the will, Samuel Wetherill's estate remained 

intact and was administered by the executors during the lifetime of his 

widow. No inventory of household goods, furniture or other personal 

property was taken. The executors prepared long, detailed accounts of 

the estate finances and filed them with the Philadelphia Register of Wills. 

None of these papers, however, furnish any information on the Lower Provi

dence Township properties.

Rachel (Price) Wetherill died in 1844. Her will was signed on
31

18 December 1843 and probated on 13 February 1844. She bequeathed all 

her property to her five children, each to receive an equal one-fifth part. 

The estate was inventoried and an extensive account was filed by the 

executors. There are two inventories of personal property. The first is 

an incredible 48-page itemization of the contents of the Philadelphia 

Wetherill house. This is supplemented by a five page inventory of "Bakewell 

Farm" household goods and personal effects. This latter will be discussed 

more fully in the section of this report which discusses "Fatlands Farm." 

There is no inventory of any other property.

Rachel Price Wetherill's estate account includes references to 

other possible documentary resources. An entry dated "March 1844" lists 

as an asset "3 policies of perpetual insurance on property." The account 

summary, dated 18 January 1845, lists as assets the following:

Insurance on dwelling, 419 Market Street ............  $180.00
” " B a m ,  Montgomery County ................  70.00
" " Property in City of Burlington, N.J. .. 90.00
" " House ($90), B a m  ($40) at Clover Hill 130.00

Unfortunately the name of the insurance company(ies) is not provided. The 

419 Market Street residence was her late husband's and her home. The
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•  " B a m "  in Montgomery County seems likely to have been a structure built 

new by her late husband during his lifetime or by herself at "Fatlands." 

The "House" and " Bam" at "Clover Hill" are tantalizing. Could this

•  be what is known today as "Walnut Hill"? Perhaps, but probably not. It

appears that Rachel (Price) Wetherill did not, at any time, hold title

to "Walnut Hill." It seems unlikely, therefore, that her estate would
32

•  have held insurance on the property.

The real estate of Samuel and Rachel (Price) Wetherill was formally 

divided among their children in late 1844 or early 1845. Partition of the

•  land apparently required court approval, followed by the execution and
' 33

recording of a deed attesting to the court's action. As part of his 

share of his parent's estate, John Price Wetherill was apparently awarded

•  the 157% acre parcel of land purchased by his father in 1826 from the

executors of the estate of Henry Pawling (III). The word 'apparently' is

used with caution for no record could be found of the award of the land
34

•  to John Price Wetherill. Nevertheless it is clear that he was the

acknowledged owner of record no later than 1845 as shall be outlined below.

William Pawling owned his small farm for just thirteen years. In
35

•  1843 he died, leaving a widow and three minor children. Two years later

the administrators of his estate and his widow jointly sold the 99% acre
36

parcel to John Price Wetherill. The deed describes Wetherill as the

•  adjoining land owner, this being the earliest reference found to John 

Price Wetherill's ownership of the farm purchased by his father. Only 

twenty-two years after Henry Pawling (III) died, his 257 acre farm was

•  re-consolidated by John Price Wetherill.

Like his father, John Price Wetherill enjoyed his country house in

Lower Providence Township for just a few years. He died in 1853,



at the age of 59. His will was signed on 21 July 1853 and probated on 
38

29 July 1853. His will names only his wife, Maria (Kane) Wetherill, and

two sons, Samuel Wetherill and John Price Wetherill, Jr. As soon to be

shown, however, his heirs also included at least four daughters: Elizabeth

K.K. Wetherill, Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway, Rachel Wetherill and

Rebecca Price (Wetherill) Wetherill. He willed "all my furniture, household

goods and my personal property generally in and about my dwelling house in

Dock Street and my country place at Perkiomen, to my wife, to be her's

absolutely." Though an inventory of his personal estate apparently was taken,
39

it is not now on file at the Philadelphia Register of Wills. The account

of the estate was filed in 1856. It listed, among other assets, "Stock in

farm in Montgomery County -- $4,317.58." There are no other references in

his will or probate papers to "Walnut Hill."

Maria (Kane) Wetherill appears to have maintained the two residences

during her lifetime. She did not die until 1877; it was not until then

that the real estate of John Price Wetherill was foimally divided among

their children. Her will was signed on 13 April 1876 and probated on
40

10 September 1877. The will names two daughters, Elizabeth K.K. Wetherill

and Rachel Wetherill, and one son, John Rrice Wetherill, Jr. Though the

others are not named, the will directs that the estate is to be divided

equally among "all" the children. The value of the estate was appraised,

but no inventory or account was filed with the probate papers.

The real estate of John Price and Maria (Kane) Wetherill was

formally divided by partition proceedings in Philadelphia Common Pleas 
41

Court. By order of the Court in June, 1878, Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway
42

was awarded the entire 157% acre "Walnut Hill" farm. Rebecca Price

37

(Wetherill) Wetherill (who had married her first cousin, Henry Mayer



(5 3 )

{ 43
•  Wetherill) was awarded the 99^ acre farm which John Price Wetherill had

44
purchased from the administrators of William Pawling. Though the land 

had been re-surveyed as part of the court proceedings, the boundaries of

•  the two parcels were almost identical to those used by the executors of
45

Henry Pawling (III) in the sales of 1826 and 1830. The map found at 

Appendix #1 continued to be applicable. Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway

•  inherited the property labeled B and Rebecca Price (Wetherill) Wetherill 

inherited the property labeled C.

Parcels B and C, joined in a single farm by Henry Pawling (III) and

•  later by John Price Wetherill, have not been re-joined since 1878. In
46

1894 Rebecca Price (Wetherill) Wetherill sold C to Daniel J. Gallagher. 

Gallagher, however, defaulted on the mortgage payments and the land was

•  sold at Sheriff's Sale in 1902 to the adjoining land owner, the Philadelphia
47

Protectory for Boys. In this manner parcels C and D were consolidated 

and have remained so to the present time (with the exception mentioned

•  above, that the land has been cut through by the County Line Expressway).

Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway was married to Reverend John Livingston
48

Janeway, a prominent Presbyterian clergyman. They and their six children

•  made "Walnut Hill" farm their home. Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway died,

however, in 1890. Her will was signed on 16 September 1890 and probated
49

on 30 September 1890. The will contained the following clause:

•  I direct my said Trustees to allow my house and
grounds adjacent, known as "Walnut Hill," exclusive 
of the farm, to remain as the same now is and to 
allow my husband to have the free use and enjoy
ment of the same for his natural life in common 
with my said two daughters, Maria K. and Rachel W . ,

•  who together in common with him their said father
are to have the like free use and enjoyment of the 
said "Walnut Hill" for their natural life or until 
either of them shall marry.
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•  Reverend John Livingston Janeway lived on at "Walnut Hill” until
50

his death in 1906 at the age of 91. Daughter Rachel W. Janeway married
51

Thomas L.J. Hodge shortly after her mother's death. A note in the

•  Montgomery County Historical Society quotes Hodge as saying that he lived
52

at "Walnut Hill” for seventeen years. Daughter Maria K. Janeway did
53

not marry and died in 1934, presumably at "Walnut Hill." No Janeway

•  family member lived at "Walnut Hill" for at least several years prior to
54

its sale in 1949.

The account of the estate of Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway gives

•  only a few clues to documenting the "Walnut Hill" property. Note is 

made of the lease of the farm to Isaac Houck in 1883. This is the 

first reference to a tenant farmer at "Walnut Hill," though the

•  tenant farmer's house would indicate the presence of a tenant farmer 

or caretaker from perhaps as early as the 1850's. Houck continues as 

tenant farmer during the early 1890's. The account also includes

•  references to two insurance policies, one held with the Mutual Fire 

Insurance Company of Montgomery County and the other with the Union Mutual 

Fire Insurance Company. Norristown city directories show that the Mutual

•  Fire Insurance Company of Montgomery County was dissolved by the policy 

holders about 1930. The Union Mutual was merged into the Frankford Union 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company in 1962/3, but the latter drops out of

•  city directories in 1968. Further investigation was not undertaken and 

the fire insurance policies, which could very well give detailed 

descriptions of "Walnut Hill," have not been shown to be extant. There

•  is no other documentary evidence on "Walnut Hill" contained in the 

probate papers of Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway.

In 1937 the Valley Forge Park Commission of the Commonwealth of
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•  Pennsylvania initiated the first step in the acquisition of "Walnut Hill"

for Valley Forge Park. As part of its program to extend Valley Forge Park

to the North side of the Schuylkill River, the Commission voted to condemn
55

•  forty-two river-front acres of "Walnut Hill." After several years of

litigation, the Janeway heirs received $5,125 for the forty-two acres and
56

the land passed into the Valley Forge Park in 1944. This parcel is labeled

•  A in the map at Appendix #2.

The rest of 'Walnut Hill's" 157^ acres was soon put up for sale.

In 1949 the Janeway heirs sold the mansion house, gatehouse/spring house,

•  b a m ,  tenant farmer's house and other outbuildings along with fifty-seven
57

acres of land to Lyle F. and Mary C. Boulware. The price was $15,000.

The parcel was bounded on the south by the river-front acreage acquired by

•  Valley Forge Park, on the north by Pawling Road, and on the east and west 

by the historical property lines of the 157^ tract. The Boulware parcel 

is labeled B in the map at Appendix #2. The portion of the tract north of

•  Pawling Road was subdivided for housing developments. Its history subse

quent to 1949 has not been pursued. It is labeled C in the map at Appendix 

# 2 .

•  The Boulware family rehabilitated the mansion house. They repeated

the oral tradition they had received from the Janeways for a newspaper 
58

reporter in 1955. The oldest section of the house was "a small stone

•  farm house built by Henry Pawling in 1743." During the Revolutionary 

War encampment at Valley Forge "the Pawling house was used as commissary 

headquarters by Washington's food buyer, Colonel Ephraim Blaine." The

•  Pawling farm was purchased in 1826 by Samuel Wetherill who built the 

stone b a m  in 1826. The Creek Revival mansion was built in 1836 by John 

Price Wetherill. He had "intended to build a separate house at the edge

•  of the plateau overlooking the Schuylkill, but his wife was afraid to live



in a place so far away from the other buildings, so the present house, with

its nine round columns and stately ballroom, was added to the side of the

original farmhouse." In an interview with John B. Dodd in 1979, Lyle Boul-

ware added that it was his understanding that the gatehouse/spring house,
59

like the stone b a m ,  was built in 1826.

The Boulware family, however, suffered the tragic misfortune of

losing the mansion house to fire. The Norristown Times Herald, for 21

October 1967, published a close-up photograph of the burning house (no
60

doubt taken from a helicopter) with the following caption:

VIEW OF BLAZE -- Shown is an aerial view of the fire 
that heavily damaged a pre-revolutionary mansion in 
an isolated section of Lower Providence Township 
Friday afternoon. The large dwelling was occupied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Lyle F. Boulware. Mr. Boulware is a 
Philadelphia architect. The mansion was built original 
in 1743 and is located on Pawlings Road, about eight 
miles west of Norristown.

The Boulwares did not rebuild the mansion house, but converted the 

gatehouse/spring house for their own residential use. The "Walnut 

Hill" mansion has stood in ruins since that time, though the back 

part of the house, that which is said to have been the 1743 Pawling 

house, is largely intact. The Boulwares did not subdivide their 

fifty-seven acre parcel, but sold the same acreage to the National 

Park Service in 1984 which they had purchased from the Janeway heirs 

in 1949.

Despite the lack of detailed descriptions of the 'Walnut Hill" 

farm during the mid and late 19th century, even a cursory examination 

of the historic structures on the site reveals that all date in part 

or in entirety to the 1826 -- 1877 period. Some documentary evidence 

was observed by the writer during his visit to the site on Monday,

12 August 1985 which merits further discussion here. The gatehouse/
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spring house, the "Walnut Hill" mansion itself and its attendant privy 

are all cast in the same Greek Revival style, indicating that all were 

built or rebuilt at the same time. The scored-stucco treatment of the 

exterior walls of all three is the chief unifying element. All three also 

sport (or did sport in the case of the fire-damaged mansion) roofs of 

sheets of tin or temeplate. In the case of the privy it was noted that 

the tin roof had been placed over an earlier wood shingle roof. The stone 

b a m ,  though not in the Greek Revival style, also has a tin roof. In at 

least one area the sheet metal has been t o m  away to reveal wood shingles 

underneath.

The Janeway family tradition states that the mansion house was 
61

built in 1836. This can not be confirmed. There is solid evidence that 

Samuel Wetherill invested in substantial improvements in 1826 and that 

John Price Wetherill did the same in 1845. In the eastern gable end of 

the stone b a m  is a datestone which reads:

Erected by

Samuel Wetherill 1826 

Addition by 

John P. Wetherill 1845

Solomon Krieble, Carpenter 
John Place, Mason

The north wall of the b a m  (viewed from the enclosed cartway) reveals a 

vertical seam in the stone. Hie exposed south wall (viewed from the stone 

corral) does not reveal a seam; the stone was dovetailed on this wall to 

hide the appearance of an addition. A 20th centum lean-to shed, probably 

erected for storing farm equipment or vehicles, stands along the southern 

line of the stone wall of the corral.

It is not clear to the present writer which end of the b a m  is that
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of 1826 and which is that of 1845, though the March, 1985 report of the

Williamsport Preservation Training Center Staff identifies the western
62

end as the addition. Solomon Krieble appears in the U.S. Federal
63

Census for 1850 in Gwynedd Township, 76 years old, "carpenter."

John Place appears in the same census in Upper Providence Township, 72

years old, "farmer." His son, Joshua Place, is also found in Upper
64

Providence Township, 35 years old, "stone mason." Was John Place a 

retired "stone mason," having turned over the trade and his business to 

the son? Did John Price Wetherill employ a 71 year old carpenter and a 

67 year old stone mason to build the huge addition of 1845? Or were 

these two tradesmen the principal contractors employed by Samuel Wetherill 

in 1826, when they would have been 52 and 48 respectively? The latter 

seems more likely.

How much construction did Samuel Wetherill have done in 1826?

He purchased a farm which, according to the 1798 U.S. Direct Tax, included

a two-story stone house, a one-story springhouse, a large stone barn (40'

x 33'), and two tenant houses. John B. Dodd argues that the springhouse

at "Meadow Grove" was built with the same craftsmanship and at the same
63

time as the springhouse and b a m  at "Walnut Hill." He concludes that 

all three were built ca. 1826. He marshals ample evidence to demonstrate 

his case. The argument is weakened, however, by failing to account for 

the presence of the 1798 structures. Dodd does not introduce the 1798 

U.S. Direct Tax in his discussion. The John Pawling/"Meadow Grove" farm 

included a one-story, stone springhouse measuring 15' x 12. ' Dodd 

identifies a 15' x 30.5' section of the present structure as the "original 

section" of the "Meadow Grove" springhouse. Did Samuel Wetherill incorporate 

the 15' x 12' structure into a larger 15' x 30.5' springhouse? And at
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•  "Walnut Hill" did Samuel Wetherill incorporate the 1798 structures -- the 

one-story, stone springhouse (15' x 15') and the stone b a m  (40' x 33') -- 

in expanded stone structures of 1826? These questions must be addressed

•  by an historical architect. If Samuel Wetherill built new, however, then 

the present writer is at a loss to account for the 1798 structures.

How much construction did John Price Wetherill have done? The

•  Janeway family tradition claims that the Henry Pawling (II) stone 

farmhouse of 1743 was conserved as the rear wing of a grand Greek Revival 

mansion built by John Price Wetherill in 1834 or 1836. Documentary

•  evidence, presented in detail above, confirms the presence of the Pawling

farmhouse on this site. A photograph taken for The Sunday Bulletin article

on the house in 1955 shows a datestone in the peak of the gable on the north
66

•  end of the rear wing. This important document was obscured at the time 

of the writing of this report by a heavy growth of vines, but if revealed 

it may add considerable weight to the tradition that this rear wing is

•  the Pawling house of 1743.

The present writer was not able to find any documentary evidence 

which confirmed the 1834 or 1836 date for the mansion. Some documentary

•  evidence would argue against these dates. Samuel Wetherill, Jr. and his 

wife, Rachel, made the "Fatlands" farm their summer home. There is no 

evidence that they made alterations to the Pawling farmhouse before his

•  death in 1829. Samuel's widow lived until 1844, continuing to summer at 

"Fatlands." Samuel's real estate was not divided among his children until 

after Rachel's death. It is, in fact, in 1845 that John Price Wetherill

•  purchased the William Pawling farm adjacent to "Walnut Hill" and had a 

major addition constructed to the stone b a m  at "Walnut Hill." Though 

further research may refine the picture, it would appear that John Price



Wetherill did not actually own "Walnut Hill" until the 1845 division of his 

father's real estate. If so, it seems quite unlikely that he would have 

built the mansion house in 1834 or 1836.

It can be argued then that John Price Wetherill had the Greek Revival 

mansion, the three-story addition to the b a m ,  and the stone corral built 

in 1845 and further, that the gatehouse/springhouse, mansion house (including 

the 1743 (?) rear wing) and privy were treated writh identical scored-stucco 

exterior walls and tin or temeplate roofs. These four historic structures 

suggest three stages of development: the 18th centum farmstead of Henry 

Pawling (II) and Henry Pawling (III) as documented in the 1798 U.S. Direct 

Tax; the major improvements of Samuel Wetherill, Jr. in 1826 (which may 

include similar work at "Meadow Grove"); and the full-blown country estate 

of John Price Wetherill of ca. 1845.

The tenant farmer's house and its brick privy do not fit in the

same scheme. There is no documentary evidence of a tenant farmer prior

to the mention of Isaac Houck's 1883 lease in Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway's

estate account. The present writer has found no description whatsoever

of the two structures, not even as late as the 1935 property atlas for
67

Lower Providence Township. The tenant farmer's house is built in the 

Gothic Revival style, indicating a date of construction between 1850 and 

1870. The house is notable, however, for an abandoned, exterior bake oven 

and truncated chimney at the rear wall of the rear wing. It is constructed 

of local fieldstone and may be the remnant of a much older structure on 

the same site. This observation, in turn, suggests a link with the two 

tenant houses mentioned, but not described, in the 1798 U.S. Direct Tax.

The brick privy, no longer used for that purpose, probably dates to the 

same period as the Gothic Revival construction (reconstruction ? ) of the

house.



Endnotes

1) Jacqueline Thibaut, "The Valley Forge Report, Volume III: In the
True Rustic Order," pp. 153-6, at p. 154 and n. 46.

2) See the article entitled "Stately Wetherill Home at Valley Forge
Excellently Restored by the Boulwares" in The Sunday Bulletin 
for 1 May 1955, quoting Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Boulware and their 
son, Peter.

3) Montgomery County Deed Book 4755.2177; copy of deed in the Administrative
Offices of Valley Forge National Historical Park.

4) Recited in Montgomery County Deed Book 6.39 (Henry Pawling, yeoman,
of Providence Township to John Pawling, his son, yeoman, of the 
same place; deed dated 1785, day and month missing).

5) Recited in Montgomery County Deed Book 6.39, as above. See also
"Pawling Family File" at the Montgomery County Historical Society, 
Norristown, Pennsylvania.

6) Montgomery County Deed Book 6.39, as above.

7) Montgomery County Deed Book 8.40 (Henry Pawling to John Pawling,
27 August 1792, for "love and affection" and 80 -t)

8) Originals of both the Pennsylvania State Tax Returns and the Montgomery
County Tax Returns, consisting of the Assessor's Ledgers for 
each year (some years missing), are at the Montgomery County 
Historical Society.

9) Montgomery County Deed Book 41.349 (John M. Pawling, of Lower Providence
Township, and Nathan Pennypacker, of Charlestown, Chester County, 
Executors of the Estate of John Pawling, deceased, of Lower Providence 
Township, to Samuel Wetherill, Jr.; 8 November 1825; $12,349)

10) U.S. Direct Tax of 1798, Schedule A (at p. 108) and Schedule B (at p. 292)
for Providence Township, Montgomery7 County, Pennsylvania. Page numbers 
are those stamped by machine at the top of each frame of microfilm. 
Available at the Montgomery County Historical Society.

11) John B. Dodd, "Classified Structure Field Inventory Report: Meadow Grove
Spring House," on file at the Administration Building, Valley Forge 
National Historical Park. See pp. 4-5 and Worksheet pp. 1-1H. This 
report is extremely useful for the primary source research conducted 
on that portion of the Pawling holdings which comprised the John 
Pawling farm. It should be noted, however, that Dodd accepts the 
secondary sources in his discussion of the adjacent parcel of land, 
the "Walnut Hill" farm of Henry Pawling (III) and later, the Wetherill 
family. Research conducted in the present study supersedes much of 
that secondary source material.

12) Montgomery County Department of Records. RW 4976. Will, codicil to
will and inventory of the personal estate of Henry Pawling (II).
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13) Assessors Ledgers for 1793. Entry for Nathan Pawling, Providence
Township, Montgomery County. Pennsylvania State Tax Returns.
Originals at Montgomery County Historical Society.

14) Robert Schoch Pawling, Pawling Family (Lewisburg, Pennsylvania: Pri
vately published, 1905) ppT 36-7. See also "Pawling Family File" 
at the Montgomery County Historical Society.

15) Montgomery County Deed Book 12.93 (17 August 1798).

16) U.S. Direct Tax of 1798, Schedule A (at p. 114) and Schedule B (at p.
298) for Providence Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.

17) The Norristown Gazette, 13 December 1799 (Vol. 1, No. 27), p.3. This
advertisement was apparently run for a period of several weeks or 
more: Jacqueline Thibaut, in "The Valley Forge Report, Volume III:
In the True Rustic Order," notes the appearance of the ad on 
27 December 1799 in the same newspaper. Copy of the 13 December 
1799 issue is attached to this report.

Thibaut unintentionally confuses her reader, however, by 
suggesting that the parcel of land advertised for sale in 1799 was 
"a portion" of the 213 acres in Providence Township for which Henry 
Pawling (II) was assessed in 1786 for the Pennsylvania State Tax.
By a full survey of Henry Pawling (II)'s sale of land to his sons 
and by a careful reconstruction of the land he divided among his 
sons by will, it is now clear that in 1786 Henry Pawling (II) still 
owned more than 500 acres in Providence Township, despite having 
sold 166 acres to his son John the year before. It is not clear 
why he was assessed for just 213 acres in 1786, unless he was 
assessed for only that land which he occupied himself. If so, the 
154 acres advertised here were not part of the farm occupied by 
Henry Pawling (II) in 1786, for that farm was to be inherited by 
son Henry Pawling (III) and not son Nathan. The issue is further 
clouded by the irregular appearance of Henry Pawling (II) on the 
Pennsylvania State Tax in the late 1780's. He appears in 1786 and 
in 1787, but not in 1785 and 1788. Beginning in 1789 his appearance 
becomes regular, on an annual basis, though assessors ledgers for 
the years 1790 and 1792 are missing. See Thibaut, as above, pp. 155-6.

18) Montgomery County Deed Book 16.464 (1 June 1801).

19) Montgomery County Deed Book references as follows:
a) 40.549 (1 April 1825; Nathan Pennypacker, Administrator of

Jacob Pennepacker, deceased, to John R. Umstead; same acreage 
and boundaries of land as Pawling to Pennebacker in 1801).

b) 151.199 (6 April 1867; Henry W. Umstead, M.D., Extr. of John R.
Umstead, deceased, to Abraham Grater; same land as 1825).

c) 237.133 (19 April 1877; Abraham Grater to John Jamison; same
land as 1867).

d) 262.155 (13 October 1881; John Jamison to Enoch J. Davis; same
land as 1877).
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20) Montgomery County Deed Book references as follows:
a) 406.420 (19 November 1895; George W. Moore, and Martha J., h/w,

et al, heirs of Enoch J. Davis, deceased, to Patrick John Ryan, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia (acting for the Philadelphia 
Protectory for Boys); same land as 1881).

b) 499.112 (11 March 1903; Patrick John Ryan, Archbishop of Philadel
phia to the Philadelphia Protectory for Boys; same land as 1895).

21) Assessors Ledgers for 1793, 1803 and 1813. Entry for Henry Pawling,
Providence Township, Montgomery County for 1793 and 1803. Entry for 
Henry Pawling, Lower Providence Township, Montgomery County for 1813.
Entry for William Pawling, Lower Providence Township, Montgomery 
County for 1813. Providence Township was split into Upper and Lower 
Providence Townships in 1805 and the Pennsylvania State Tax Returns 
reflect that subdivision.

22) U.S. Direct Tax of 1798, Schedule A (at p. 108) and Schedule B (at p. 292)
for Providence Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.

23) Montgomery County Department of Records. RW 4978. Will and inventory
of the personal estate of Henry Pawling (III). The inventory is 
notable for its itemization of household goods of some expense, 
such as an eight-day clock, a large cherry, dining table, ten white 
Windsor chairs, a high-post bed, etc. This inventory would be of 
considerable help in interpreting a reconstructed Henry Pawling 
house.

24) Montgomery County Deed Book 41.587 (1 April 1826). Reader/printer copy attached.

25) Montgomery County Deed Book 63.43 (18 January 1830).

26) The complete business records of the "Store and White Lead Works founded
by Samuel Wetherill in the late 18th century (and continuing to 1899)" 
are among the holdings of the Special Collections room of the 
Van Pelt Library at the University of Pennsylvania. This extremely 
large collection was exhaustively catalogued more than forty years 
ago. See Miriam Hussey, catal., "The Wetherill Papers" (Philadelphia:
The Wharton School of Finance and Commerce of the University of 
Pennsylvania, 1942). Unfortunately this archive does not include 
the personal papers of any of the Wetherill family members.

27) Montgomery County Deed Book 28.645 (5 February 1813; Frederick Beates,
"scrivener," of Philadelphia, to Samuel Wetherill, Jr., "Druggist," 
of Philadelphia; for $7,000 plus a mortgage of an unspecified amount).

28) Quoted by Karen E. Lee in "A History of Fatland and Mill Grove" from
a newspaper article entitled "How Stephen Girard Invested $500 in a 
Perkiomen Lead Mine" in Scrapbook A-8-15, p. 141, Montgomery County 
Historical Society.

29) Montgomery County Deed Book references as follows:
a) 28.645 (5 February 1813; 113 acres; see n. 27 above).
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29) (continued)
b) 32.34 (13 January 1815; Henry Kohlhauer to SW, Jr.; Sh acres,

abutting SW, Jr.'s other land on the Perkiomen Creek).
c) 37.324 (7 May 1821; Isaiah Wells, administrator of the estate

of Jacob Francis of Lower Providence Township, deceased, to 
SW, Jr.; 10 acres on the Perkiomen Creek).

d) 38.502 (20 August 1822; Sarah Bakewell, of Louisville, Kentucky,
"spinster" and "Acting Executrix" of William Bakewell, deceased, 
to SW, Jr.; 196^2 acres -- this is "Fatlands Farm").

e) 40.533 (30 March 1825; John Vanderslice, "gentleman," of Upper
Providence Township, to SW, Jr.; 22S's acres in Upper Providence 
Township).

f) 41.349 (8 November 1825; John M. Pawling, of Lower Providence
Township, and Nathan Pennypacker, of Charlestown, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, Executors of John Pawling of Lower Providence 
Township, deceased, to SW, Jr.; 233 acres; see n. 9 above).

g) 41.587 (1 April 1826; Levi Pawling and James Milnor, Executors of
Henry Pawling (III), to SW, Jr.; 157^ acres; see n. 24, above).

30) Philadelphia Register of Wills, #113, 1829.

31) Philadelphia Register of Wills, #36, 1844.

32) Despite the unlikelihood of these estate notes leading to relevant
documentary evidence, further research should be undertaken to 
exhaust the possibility. The chief difficulty is the failure of 
the probate papers to name the insurance company which issued 
the policies. On the other hand there were only a very few perpetual 
fire insurance companies in Philadelphia. A check could be made 
with the archivist at the Mutual Assurance Company of Philadelphia 
(Green Tree) and the Philadelphia Contributionship (Hand-in-Hand).

33) This was certainly the case with "Fatlands Farm," which was sold by
the Sheriff of Montgomery County to Dr. William Wetherill on 
7 November 1844, following court action on partition of the 
estate. See Montgomery County Deed Book 65.102. This was also 
the case in 1877, after the death of John Price Wetherill and 
his wife, Maria (Kane) Wetherill. See Montgomery County Deed 
Book 2034.559, at p. 560. There may have been extenuating circum
stances in both those instances, however. See n. 34, below.

34) Though Samuel Wetherill, Jr. made no specific bequest of ’Walnut Hill"
farm to John Price Wetherill, the son became the owner without 
being named as a grantee for the property in any deed recorded 
in Montgomery County. This also appears to have been the case 
at "Mill Grove," where Samuel Price Wetherill was resident at the 
time of his death in 1839 (Montgomery Countv Department of Records,
RW 7387).

35) Recited in Montgomery County Deed Book 66.178 (19 April 1845). See
n. 36, below.

36) Montgomery County Deed Book 66.178 (19 April 1845; John Shearer and
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36) (continued) and John R. Umstead, Administrators of the Estate of
William Pawling, of Lower Providence Township, deceased, and 
Rebecca Pawling, widow of William Pawling, to JPW; including 
"a certain house or tenement").

37) Birthdate for John Price Wetherill taken from family chart in
John B. Dodd, "Meadow Grove Spring House," Worksheet 1J.

38) Philadelphia Register of Wills, #214, 1853.

39) Among the first lines in the account of the estate is an entry
for the value of the inventory of the personal estate of 
of John Price Wetherill. The entry reads "Inventory, as filed" 
or something to that effect (entry not copied at time of review 
of probate records).

40) Philadelphia Register of Wills, #680, 1877.
41) Court of Common Pleas, #1, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania.

December Term, 1877, No. 500, in equity in suit entitled 
'TVetherill vs. Wetherill." In the Office of the Prothonotary, 
Philadelphia City Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

42) Recited in Montgomery County Deed Book 2034.559, at p. 560. See
also Franklin Survey Company, Atlas of Montgomery County (Vol. B) 
(Philadelphia: 1935), Plate 13: Lower Providence Township. Note 
parcel of land labeled "Augustine S. Janeway, et al, Trustees.

43) "Alumni Record" file on Henry Mayer Wetherill (College class of 1848,
non-graduate), University Archives, University of Pennsylvania.

44) Recited in Montgomery County Deed Book 398.28 (14 July 1894; Henry
M. Wetherill and Rebecca P . , h/w, to Daniel J. Gallagher; 99k 
acres).

45) This conclusion can be reached by a careful reading and comparison
of Montgomery County Deeds 41.587 (1 April 1826) and 2034.559 
(24 October 1949) concerning the 157^ acre parcel; and Deeds 
63.43 (18 January 1830), 66.178 (19 April 1845) and 398.28 (14 July 
1894) for the 99k acre parcel.

46) Montgomery County Deed Book 398.28.

47) Montgomery County Sheriff's Sale 0.247 (filed at the ^fontgomery
County Prothonotary's Office).

48) Montgomery County Deed Book 2034.559, at p. 560. See biographical
notice on John Livingston Janeway in Rev. John Howard Raven, comp., 
Catalogue of the Officers and Alumni of Rutgers College in New 
Brunswick,""New Jersey: 1766 to 1916 (Trenton, N.J.: State Gazette 
Publishing Co., l9l6). John Livingston Janeway was born in 
Philadelphia on 21 April 1815; received an A.B. degree from Rutgers 
College in 1835; graduated New Brunswick Seminary in 1840; served
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48) (continued) as Chaplain, 13th Regiment, New Jersey Volunteers, 1862-
1863 in the Civil War; received an honorary D.D. from Lafayette 
College in 1866; died on 21 November 1906. The date of his marriage 
to Maria L. Wetherill is not given in this sunmary.

49) Montgomery County Department of Records. RW 3278. The will, inventory
of estate and account together form a lengthy file.

50) See Raven, comp., Catalogue of ... Rutgers College, p. 87, for death
date; note home address is given as "Valley forge."

51) Thomas L.J. Hodge was one of three witnesses to the will of Maria L.
(Wetherill) Janeway. The account of her estate notes his marriage 
to Rachel W. Janeway. See also Montgomery County Deed Book 2034.
559, at p. 560, which names Rachel W. Hodge as one of the six 
children of Maria L. (Wetherill) Janeway.

52) Taken from a note typed on a scrap of paper by Edward W. Hocker at
the Montgomery County Historical Society. Found in the "Janeway" 
or 'Walnut Hill" clippings file at the Society. Photocopy attached.

53) Her death date is taken from Montgomery County Deed Book 2034.559, at
p. 560. As Maria K. Janeway did not marry and therefore had the 
full use of 'Walnut Hill" all her life, it seems likely that she 
made the mansion her home until her death. Public records, such 
as a death certificate or probate proceedings, which would state 
her place of residence at the time of death, were not, however, 
searched.

54) As reported in "Stately Wetherill Home at Valley Forge Excellently
Restored by the Boulwares," in The Sunday Bulletin (1 May 1955).
Copy at the Montgomery County Historical Society, 'Wetherill Papers 
Box, No. 1." Photocopy attached.

55) As reported in "Land Long Held by Wetherill Family Taken for Valley
Forge Park," in the Norristown Times Herald (16 August 1944). Copy 
at the Montgomery County Historical .Society, Scrapbook Collection 
B8:2, p. 154. Photocopy attached.

56) As reported in "$6,225 Award for 40-Acre Janeway Land," in the Norris
town Times Herald (undated, but in the year 1944). Copy at the 
Montgomery County Historical Society. Photocopy attached.

57) Montgomery County Deed Book 2034.559. Copy attached.

58) See note #54, above.

59) John B. Dodd, "Meadow Grove Spring House," Worksheet 1H.

60) Montgomery County Historical Society, Scrapbook Collection B8:7, p. 210.

61) The 1836 date is cited by the Boulwares in the "Stately Wetherill Home"
article in The Sunday Bulletin. An 1834 date, however, was used

Endnotes (continued)
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(

61) (continued) by Thomas L.J. Hodge according to the scrap of information
described in note #52, above.

62) "Boulware B a m  Stabilization Plan and Existing Conditions," prepared
by the Williamsport Preservation Training Center Staff (WPTC Staff) 
in March 1985 for the Valley Forge National Historical Park. Copy 
on file at the Administrative Offices, Valley Forge National 
Historical Park. The WPTC team apparently misread the datestone 
or "Builders Plaque" in the gable at the east end of the b a m .  The 
information presented in their report is incorrect in regard to the 
date of the addition and the last names of both tradesmen. The 
correct reading of the stone is given in the present writer's 
report. The WPTC team gives no reason for assigning the earlier 
date to the eastern end of the b a m .  An historical architect should 
explore the question and not simply accept the WPTC conclusion.

63) As transcribed and published in the Bulletin of the Montgomery County
Historical Society (Bull. of the MCHS), Vol. 16, p . 55.

Endnotes (continued)

64) As transcribed and published in the Bull, of the MCHS, Vol. 14, pp. 142
and 152.

65) John B. Dodd, "Meadow Grove Spring House,” Worksheet 1G.

66) See attached photocopy.

67) Franklin Survey Company, Atlas of Montgomery County (Vol. B) (Philadel
phia: 1935), Plate 13: Lower Providence Township. Parcel of land 
labeled "Augustine S. Janeway, et_ al, Trustees." Photocopy attached. 
Only two structures are shown on tETs survey, neither clearly 
corresponding to any of the six historic structures discussed in 
this report.



Appendix #1: Map of Pawling Farm in 1798



Appendix #2: Map of 'WALNUT. HILL", in 1950
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Brief of Title to ’’WALNUT HILL FARM," also known as Valley Forge National 

Historical Park Tract 101-61

20 December 1984

for $435,000.00

Lyle F. Boulware 
and Mary C., h/w

to
57.00 acres and improvements 

Recorded in Montgomery County
United States of America

Deed Book 4755.2177

Described as the same premises which the grantors purchased in 1949, 
i.e. no change in the acreage or the boundaries of the land.

24 October 1949

for $15,000.00

57 acres and improvements

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 2034.559

John L. Janeway, et_ a l, 
Heirs of Maria L. 
Janeway, deceased

to

Lyle F. Boulware 
and Mary C ., h/w

Described as part of the same premises which John Price Wetherill, 
who died in July, 1853, owned at the time of his death.

This tract of land has descended in the Wetherill family as follows:

1) John Price Wetherill, in his will (Philadelphia Register of
Wills #214, 1853), bequeathed his personal property at 
"my country place at Perkiomen" to his wife, Maria Kane 
Wetherill, "to be her's absolutely." She continued to 
occupy "Walnut Hill" during her widowhood.

2) Maria Kane Wetherill, in her will (Philadelphia Register of
Wills #680, 1877), directed that all her children share and 
share alike in her estate.

3) In partition proceedings instituted in the Court of Common
Pleas No. 1 of Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, as of 
December Term, 1877, No. 500, in equity in suit entitled 
Wetherill vs. Wetherill, by order of said Court, dated 
4 June 1878, a tract of 157^ acres was awarded to Maria 
L. Janeway, daughter of John Price Wetherill and Maria 
Kane Wetherill.



Brief of Title to "WALNUT HILL FARM" (continued)

4) Maria L. Janeway, in her will (Montgomery County, Department
of Records, RW 3278, dated 16 September 1890, proved 30 
September 1890), directed that her estate be placed in 
trust for her six children and that upon the death of the 
last of her six children, the estate be divided among her 
grandchildren.

5) The six children of Maria L. Janeway died at subsequent times
as follows:

Jacob G. Janeway died 10 February 1923;
Price IV. Janeway died 5 March 1924;
Elizabeth J. Burgen died 2 June 1923;
John L. Janeway, Jr. died 25 March 1896;
Maria K. Janeway died 28 March 1934;
Rachel W. Hodge died 2 September 1896.

6) Now those great-grandchildren of John Price Wetherill who
were descended through his daughter Maria L. Janeway, nine 
in number (seven of whom survive at the time of this tranac- 
tion), have agreed to sell this part of the 157% acres to 
Lyle F. Boulware and Mary C. Boulware, his wife.

This summary is drawn almost entirely from Deed 2034.559. What that 
document does not further explain is that the tract of 157% acres had been 
inherited by John Price Wetherill from his father, Samuel Wetherill, Jr. 
This further history may be explained as follows:

Samuel Wetherill (Jr.) died in 1829. In his will (Philadelphia
Register of Wills #113, 1829) Samuel Wetherill (Jr.) bequeathed his Philadel
phia residence ("the messuage in which I now reside") and his country 
residence ("and also my Farm called the Bakewell Farm in Montgomery County") 
to his wife, Rachel Wetherill. She continued to occupy both during her 
widowhood. Ail his other property, both real and personal, was bequeathed 
to his five children, share and share alike. Rachel Wetherill agreed to 
bequeath her estate in the same manner (Philadelphia Register of Wills, #36, 
1844). As a result no partition of the real estate of Samuel Wetherill (Jr.) 
took place until after the death of his widow.

In 1844 the Estate of Samuel Wetherill (Jr.) was ordered divided.
The citation of court action has not been found (but see Montgomery County 
Deed Book 65.102). John Price Wetherill was awarded a tract of 157% acres, 
being the same premises which Samuel Wetherill (Jr.) had purchased in 1826 
from the executors of Henry Pawling (III), as below.

1_ April 1826 

for $7,875.31 Levi Pawling and 
James Milnor, Extrs. 
of Henry Pawling (III), 
deceased

157 acres, 81 perches 
and improvements

Recorded in Montgomery County 
Deed Book 41.587

to

Samuel Wetherill, Jr.



Brief of Title to "WALNUT HILL FARM" (concluded)

This tract of land had been in the Pawling family for three 
generations. It was part of a 500 acre tract of land which had 
descended in and sub-divided by the Pawling family as follows:

1) Edward Farmer and Rachel, his wife, sold 500 acres 
to Henry Pawling (I) on 15 September 1719. Deed citation not found.

2) Henry Pawling (I) died intestate, ca. 1740, leaving 
six children (there is a discrepancy here, the number of children 
may have been seven). The siblings of Henry Pawling (II) release 
their rights to the land to him.

3) Henry Pawling (II), by his will (Montgomery County 
Department of Records, RW 4976, dated 18 November 1791, codicil dated 
29 August 1792, probated on or before 25 October 1792), directed that 
portions of the 500 acre tract be granted to sons John and Nathan and 
that "all the rest of my land including the Mansion House in which I 
now live, being between two hundred and three hundred acres" be granted 
to son Henry (III).

4) Henry Pawling (III), by his will (Montgomery County 
Department of Records, RW 4978, dated 25 July 1817, probated 21 March 
1823), directed that his executors "sell for the best price that could 
be obtained ... his plantation and tract of land."

This deed (41.587) describes the land as "that part (of the lands 
owned by Henry Pawling (III)) on which the said Henry Pawling resided at 
the time of Making his last will and Testament ... "
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«. /y .-x X  Z '/ s n s r t  s  A U u  S r x / r x x f /  7 xy  S /* ^ t S ,fC x S T ix r /  Yfnxxx/y jXtx7 f/yitr7/7ii(_

Af/xxrsxfic t jir x // , f / ' / A 't  6  ^  t L S Z ^ /f J x s n /u /x  f A V * J

^  / ^ / / / O  x s / / i  a/ x  S / t  Qrxtx/sSA. < / .  y y y  -
• t / *7  f i t  / S x / / X J * s t . A ' A o f  A ry 7 / f i x  S f / X i M x / t s Z  7  I f  A / V / t  x r in /S /^ t^ y C *  /< ■  j

*'(*■  'Z?f/</77t.. /A A , i

Ct/if/lfi \_ m m r n

b S /7 ! 7 - S /f i t  / /  t tZ Z /Z y r  S S r /Y f t i i  / x r i  / a 'SA  fa c t A x c x n /y  A y e T r /fZ A ^

f  ■'A 'iL a S /u -Cj A a  I ' / / / / P s . l A / i q l  G $ / f t  ( / A y / t  oxA 1*2?/ / y > 7 /  tx x  0 / 1 / 7  / a *  /  / ^ 2  

f y u / t o i / c  / /  S / u  r i y  Z i / t / o i  S cs-tx s  / / a  /  /  n  7  f / j i  &  7̂ U * j / A / 7/A .7S  t  ‘ *

//ffffo//Ax A*/Ztf/̂ A/A7/A-Xt //lJ47x*/'//iA/i//s/f2i/&AJL y/e-xx/fiZZ* Aofos 
7/ A A S/f//i t.'C //c/ysx n  ̂ ff/ x A f ///y /uxx* a /tZ  / Y y f* ' <sf Z>7tfZ‘ " ZJ'1 
07y  r / x /  f /  / Sa iT d  Y /Y /t x A-* / s / n y  A  st~ ? / t s n f  t x i  / lx y Z - ts y i  / ■ / • /  f '

0 /z/txZZ tf/uxr /£7)AxaS/7Z/Z7txZZ/>1L*fc/Zfi'*-to/‘Z7iy (f$
k /f c  A x  7xp /f tA . o fa/CA C xi / i n .  t A  x n  O x *  / ^ a Z < / j U y  / / u M - J S .

0, / a / , ( ’/ / /  A x n  A n A C  I / jx 7  77 t/ x/ i / f t z r u t a / p y l f  /? U * y £ s /«  /Y n u s n if ' ’f 1 L
7 .tA  . /'i ^/Zjff'y f/e  *77/7 0xZc> A n / & / {  / / - /? '*U<x/xSy-/of^ Ate***** ‘'
O < 7• /<  > y / a Y u - t x / i  At> 0L t /  f x f / y .  x r?  A t A t / a-t-7>- « x > -* i.'i'.//2y < x t* /’ s
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Wm Jndentart
day  o f  Ootober

M A D E  TD K  T w enty-fourth  . 

i* Vio year of our Lard one tkoutand nine

Ml.

m

(19**9) S f t m r r n  jokh l . j u « u  v ido * » r  or
o f  S? "• « «  OCRDOI fcsPARD, h .r  hueoar.d,

' h i .b l n d  “ ! £ L JAKEWdY TOWNSEND an 3 CHARLES TOVKsijfD, h.r
P h J u d 2 l n £ l . ’ ? •*  T°rki  WCHEL n t 8 0 U  *"0 * * * * *  KITSCH b . r  husband, o ’ 
o f  2 : nn?3rl’ *n U / . 5 ! U »' »• 0R1F>-EM and HENRI R. ORirfEN, h . r  hu.b^>df
o f  T! v - , M n «  “ >« u n o t m  jANtwir, h i .  * i f .

°  JOHNNIE FOSTER JANEWAY, widow of J a c k se n T l l i#
b- t h J t r * 2 t t afflISTJUE«’̂ AV!:f NSA o t  P h i la d e lp h ia ,  PtnnsylwaEla

AUo68TIfl= »• JANiwAY, p a r t l a .  o f  the f i r . *  part  
•nd AUGUSUNE S. JANEWAY aad HILE1I C. JANEWAY, h i*  w l f .  lndlTlduM l y ,  p a r t i . .
- f  the »«con<3 part,  o f  P h i la d e lp h ia ,  Pannaylwanla, ORANTORi

AND

BCULWARI and MARI C.. h i .  v l f .  o f  Long Is land Hew York, p a r t i * .
3f the th ird  p a r t ,  GRANTEES

I B t t l l P S E e t l j ,  That the said p a r t l e .  of  the f l r o t  and . .o o n d  p a r t .

the sum  of F lf t a .n  thousand D o lla r . ( J15,OOO.OC.)

law ful m oney of the United States of America, unto t h .a  

the said G ranteee

for and in consideration of

well and truly paid by

at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof it. hereby \ 

acknowledged, hare granted, bargained, sold, ahoned, onfeoffod, released and con

firm ed, and by these prosonts do grant, bargain, sell, alior, enfeoff, release and

confirm  unto tho said G ra n tee ., th e ir  h e ir .

and A ssigns, as t .n ar  t s  b f the e n t i r e t ie s .

ALL THAT CERTAIN t r . c t  o f  land with the b u i ld in g s  and loproraaenta  
tharaon e r e c te d ,  e l .tuate  in  the Township of Lower Proridence, Co> \ j  o f  
Montgonery vnd S ta te  o f  P en n e v lr a n U , bounded and deacrlbed according to t  

j auryey th e r e o f  w»de Septeaber, 19^9 by J. L. Janewmy, R. P. I , ,  as fo l lo w s ,
; to  v l t :

BEGINNING at a po in t  on the cen ter  l in e  o f  Pawllnge Road, **ld road 
' b e in g  o f f i c i a l l y  dealgnated aa Penneylrania S ta te  Rural Highway, Second Claes,  
! No 46o6A and having a r igh t  of way o f  t h i r t y - th r e e  f e e t ,  the said point  
! b e in g  a corner cocoon to  lands o f  Heirs o f  Marla L. Janeway and Philadelph ia  
i P r o t e c t ' - J  fo r  Foye; thm cu by lands of the sn ld P h i la d e lp h ia  Protectory  
1 f o r  Boya South ten and o d e -h a l f  degrees West One thousand Three hundred 
' E ig h ty - fo u r  f e . t  to  a o o m .r  . to n e ;  thenc . by t h .  *nae S^uth B .T .n t . .n  and 

o n . - h n l f  degree • E a . t  Four hundred Elghr,*-*lx and t e r .n  tunths f . . t  to  
corner  o f  lands o f  S t a t .  o f  P .n c e y lr a n i s ,  D^>arU.nt of P o r . e t .  aad S t r e a .  
and a a rk .d  by i  u o n o r . t .  aor.ua.nt; th .n o .  by la n d ,  o f  tho M id  State  o f

n

M



t , nnajlTViLa South E lghty -tw o  d e g r e e s  Vaat One thousand Tour hundred 
F o rt ;  ard T h ir ty - fo u r  one-hur.dredthe f e a t  to  a a l a l l a r  monument- thence  
by the earns North Two deg reee  T h ir ty  mlnutee»L»«t One thousand E i g h t ’- f i v e  
fea t'  to a a l a l l a r  aonuaent; thence  by la o d e  c f  V a l le y  Forge Manor ( f  raer ly  
Samuel W eth er l l l )  to a p o i n t  on the o antar  l i n e  o f  the e a ld  Pawllngs Road, 
North Three d egrees  East Ulna hundred T w on ty-e lgh t  and E ig h t  te n th e  fe e t ;  
the eald po in t  be ing  a c o rn er  co jmon to  land a  o f  V a l le y  Forge Manor > nd 
Grant F u l le r to n  and be ing  nn the Eaet l i n e  o f  V e t h e r l l l  Road; thence t y  
landa o f  Grant F u l le r t o n  by a curved l i n e  running In an E a e t e r ly  d l - e o t lo n  
along  the canter  l i n e  o f  P aw lln gs  Road, E ig h t  hundred F o r ty -e ev e n  f e e t  to  
a p o in t ,  being corner  o f  la n d e  o f  Orant F u l le r t o n  and the  ea ld  P h i la d e lp h ia  
P ro tecto ry  f o r  Boye; thence  f u r t h e r  a lo n g  aa ld  c a n te r  l i n e  o f  P «viing»
Road and by landa o f  P h i la d e lp h ia  P r o t e c t o r y  f o r  Boye North E l g h t y - e l f h t  
und o n e -h a i f  degreee  Eaet F le e  hundred E l g h t y - e lx  f e e t  to  the p la c e  of  
beginn ing .  CONTAINING F i f t y - e e v e n  a c r e e  o f  la n d  more or la a a ,

BEINO part  o f  the  same p r em ises  which John P r lo e  V c . t h e r l l l ,  who died  
In J u ly ,  1653, wae e e l e e d  In h i e  deaeen e .

AND In p a r t i t i o n  p r o c ee d ln g e  l n e t l t u t e d  In the Court o f  Common P leae  
No. 1 o f  P u l la d e lp h la  County, Penneylve , i l a , ae  o f  December Tern, 1377,
No. 500, In eq u ity  In e u l t  e n t i t l e d  V e t h e r l l l  v e .  V e t h e r l l l ,  by order o f  
eald Court,  dated June h, 1876 ea ld  p r e u l s e e  were awarded to Kar'.a L.
Janeway, formerly Karla L. V e t h e r l l l  ldow o f  John L. Janeway.

AND pureuant to ea ld /O rdar  o f  lu-.d c o u r t ,  Thojtae A. P o r t e r ,  E sq . ,
Master In the aald p a r t i t i o n  p r o c e e d in g *  d id  grar.t ar.d convey eald p r e . l e e o  
unto tho -eald Karla L. Jeyiewoy.

AND TJL SAID Karla LN>F*n*way b e in g  eo th e r e o f  e e l e e d  departed th l  < 
l i f e  on S*pi<uber 18 ,  IS 90 having f i r s t  made ar.d p u b l la h e J  her l a s t  wi’ l  and 
t e e l i t a e r t  l:i w r i t in g  dated September 1 6 ,  I 890 , du ly  proved end f i l e d  o f  
record in  the R e g is t e r  o f  V l ’ l e  O f f i c e  a t  N orris tow n, M-ntgonery County, 
P en n sy lv a n ia ,  wherein she g ave ,  d e v i s e d  and bequeathed ur.ho P r ic e  V.
Janeway and Augustus J .  Rudderow, t h e i r  h e i r s ,  e x e c u t o r s ,  a d m in is tr a to r s  
and a s s i g n s  a l l  her e s t a t e ,  r e a l ,  p" -n a l  and mixed In t r u s t  f o r  c e r t a in  
u s e s  and purposes  and upon the d e c e a s e  o '  a l l  o f  her  s i x  c h i ld r e n  she ordered  
and d ir e c t e d  th a t  her e s t a t e  be d iv id e d  a r j  th a t  one o f  the sh ares  to be 
e e . apart  f o r  each o f  her g r a n d ch i ld ren  t h y .  l i v i n g  end one o f  ea ld  shares  
>3 the I s s u e  a s  te n a n ts  In common o f  ea-uh o f  he** grt.i d c h l ld r en  who s h a l l  
then be dead.I

AND THE SAID Karla L. Janeway l e f t  to  su rv iv e  her  s i x  c h i ld r e n  to wit:  
Jacob 0 .  Janeway, P ^ lce  V. Janeway, E l i s a b e t h  J .  Burgen, John L. Janeway, J r . ,  
K_rla K. Janeway and Rachel V. Hodge.

AND THE SAID s i x  c h i ld r e n  a re  now dec ea sed ,  the l a s t  »urvl vor o f  them, 
Karla K. Janeway having  d ied  on Kareh 2d, i93*i.

AND THE SAID John L. Janeway d ie d  March 25, I 896 l e a v i n g  tc  su rv ive  him 
two aone, Jr-bn L. Janevay and A u g u s tin s  A. Janeway and a daughter Syb il  J .  
Newhall,  who d ied  Kay p'», 1933  l e a v i n g  to  su r v iv e  her  two dau g h ters ,  to  wit:  
S y b i l  K. Newhall,  now the w i fe  o f  C h arles  Tovnsend and Jeanne R. Shepard.

AND THE SAID Rachel V. Hodge d ie d  September 2 ,  I 896 l e a v in g  to su rv iv e  
her a eon, h e lp e r  Hodge, who d ied  In the  y ear  1920 l e a v in g  su r v iv in g  him 
no c h i l d  or  c h i ld r e n  nor I s su e  c f  any deceased  c h i ld  or  c h i ld r e n .

AND THE SAID Jacob 0 .  Janeway d ied  February 10 ,  1923  l e a v i n g  to  
su rv iv e  him two aone to w it :  Lawrence V. Janeway and Joseph  B. Janeway.

AND THE SAID E l i s a b e t h  J .  Burgen d ie d  June 2 ,  I 923 l e a v i n g  to eurvlv*  
her no o h l l d  or  o u l ld r e n  nor  i s s u e  o f  any deceased  c h i l d  or c h i ld r e n .

AND THE SAID P r i e s  V. Janeway, d ie d  March 5 ,  19?1* l e a v i n g  to eurvlv*  
him a ton P r lo e  V. Janeway, J r .  and two daughters  to w it :  Helen  K.  C r l f f e n  
and Rachal X lte o n .

AND THE SAID Karla E. Janeway d ie d  March 28, 193*V l e a v i n g  to  eurv lve  
h er  no c h i l d  or  c h i ld r e n  nor I s s u e  o f  any deceased  o h l l d  or  c h i ld r e n .

AND THE SAID Joseph  B. Janeway b« ln g  *0 t h e r e o f  e e l e e d  departed  
t h i s  l i f e  nn January 26 ,  19*8 havlofc f i r s t  made and p u b l la h ed  h i e  I n s t  
w i l l  and t e s U ia e n t  lr. w r i t in g  dared J u ly  3 1 , 19*17 and duly  a d m itted  to  probate  
and reoord January JO, 1 9 KB In  the Gounty J u d g e ' s  Court, Duval County,__________



u  t •
F lo r id * , *n e x e n p l l f l e d  copy o f  o l d  w i l l  h a r lo t  bees f i l e d  In the  
Remitter o f  V l l l *  O ff lo *  t t  B o rr le to v n ,  Montg-aery County, P en n sy lv a n ia ,  
wh.troln he gave d c r lM d  and bequeathed a l l  o f  the r e s t  and r e s id u e  o f  
h i e  e s t a t e ,  r e a l ,  personal and c i t e d ,  o f  whatever kind and nature soever  
and i& sreeoever s i t u a t e  found and being  In e s s e  and fu t u r e ,  to h ie  w i f e ,  
Johnnie F oster  Janeway, and d ir e c te d  tiv t  a l l  h ie  real  e e t a t e b e  acid  
as  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  h i s  decea se .

AND ME SAID Johnnie Foster  Janeway has s l e e t e d  to  take the  
undivided I n t e r e s t  In sa id  r e a l  e s t a t e  In kind In l i e u  o f  the proceeds  
th e r eo f .

AHD THE SAID P r ice  V. Janeway, J r .  be ing  so th ereo f  s e i s e d  departed  
t h i s  l i f e  on February 28 ,  I 9A9 baring f i r s t  cade and published h ie  
l a s t  w i l l  and t e e ta a e n t  In w r it in g  dated A p ri l  5, 19*8 duly proved  
Karch 10, 19*9 and f i l e d  o f  record In the R eg le ter  o f  V l l l e  O f f ic e  a t  
Media, Delaware County, Pennsy lvan ia ,  wherein he gave the r es id u e  o f  a l l  of  
h ie  e s t a t e  to C h r is t in e  Hawkins.

AND by L e t te r s  o f  Attorney  dated June * th ,  Juns 7th June 8th ,
June 9 th, June l j t h ,  and June l * t h .  I 9A9 the said John L. Janeway, 
widower s t  a l  c o n s t i t u t e d  and appointed Augustine 8 . Janeway t h e i r  
l ew fu l  a t torn ey  to cake ,  executed and d e l iv e r  to thu grantee h e r e in  - 
a deed of conveyance fo r  the here inb efo re  descr ibed  p r e a le s s .
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>MWarfa«WT«4U*HiCk.lH.MkaU W V ^ . k. ;»V., ---------

iT & z—
S o ^ f U ^ T  with all and singular the b a lld ln g s

Street*, Alley*, Passage*,Way*, Watera,Wat*r-corr*ee, Rights, Liberties, Privilege*, Hered

itament# and Appurtenance* whatsoever thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining, 

and the Beversions and Remainders, Renta, Issue* and Profits thereof, and all the Estate

right, title, interest, property, claim and demand whatsoever o f the said p a r tie s  

o f the f i r s t  and second p art*

in law, equity, or otherwise howsoever, of, in and to the same and every part thereof,

S o  I jQ D f a n il tO  I jo l i l  the said buildin gs and lo t  of ground

Hereditament* and

Premises hereby granted, or mentioned and intended so to be, with the Appurtenances

unto the said
Granteep, th e ir  heirs

and Assigns, to and for the only proper use and behoof of the said 

Grantee», th e ir  h e ir*

and Aesigne for ever, as tenants by the e n tir e tie s .



xTssTovnssnir

&rirf*nrenHTEE k it  ton

rsncs V. J antiray

la thsr lns

SC 3
A n d  the udd .> * r tle§  o f  the f i r e t  said ssooad p a r te , th e ir

Heirs, Executors and

and A ssigns,

Administrators. Do by these presents covenant, grant and agree to and with the said 
GrantMp, th eir heirs

that they the said p a r t i e s  o f  the f i r s t  and seoond p a r t s ,  t h s l r

Heirs, all and singu lar  the H ereditam ents and Premisee hereinlxrfore deecribed and 

granted, or m entioned anil intended so to be, w ith the appurtenances, unto tho said 

G rantees, th e ir  h e ir s

and A ssigns,

against them the arid p a r t i e s  o f  the f i r e t  iuid eecond p a r te ,  t h e i r

I Heirs, and against all and every other Persen or Persons whom soever law fu lly  claim ing  

or to claim the sam e or any part thereof, by from or under h ln ,  h e r , t ham,

or any of them , shall and will j

WARRANT and forever DEFEND.

J j l  f f f f f t t r n a  the said Parties to those Presents have hereunto inter

changeably sot their hands and seals. Dated the day and year first hercinbeforo writtei. I

/ f l '
John L. Jtajint R*. Bht pa r f i , r  ;

< If-, 'j,
:ovns«nd [ V ^

■ 1,0 anti ■ r l l s r r r i
IN TMl F1IMNC Of US

C h ristin e  Hawkins 

By th s lr  A t t o m s y - ln - f s e t

_ cj4 )

■■ CL*
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l u t i  o f  r « u y l » » U :
County o f  M ^Stco«jry i

I t y - fo u r lh  dnj^ of O otobor, 1 9 * 9 , b o fo ro  M

the. undo/sTsned o f f l t f r ,  p e r s o n a l ^  appooreJ AOOTSTLIffc B. JA8HAx7 BnoVn V 
>• ( o r  o t o l o f o o t o r l l y  proven) to bo the poroon v t a o ir  n t i i  I t  sa b so r lb ed  
•  •  a t to rn ey  10 f o o t  f o r  JOB* L. JAJfXVAI, widower. JIANH R. SB OARS and 
OOBSOI KOURD. hor fcurband. SIBIL JAIXsAT TOV*8DTD and CHARLES TOOTSfclD, bar  
husband, RACHEL ZIT20B and KCinTH XITSOI, hor husband, HILZI H. 0R1ITD and 
HESKT I .  m m N  h o r  husband, LAVRIJCZ V. JAJfEKAI and EAOiZRIBX JAB ISA T, 
h i s  v l f o ,  J O B H U  fOBTDt JAEIKAI, widow and CBKI8T I K  BAVZIB8 , s lng lev o na n  
and aaAnovlodgel t h a t  h s  o z s e u t s d  tho saas a s  th s  a c t  o f  h i s  p r i n c ip a l  fo r  
tbs  purposes t h e r e i n  c o n t a in e d .  '

In w i tn e s s  v h s r s o f ,  I  hereunto  s o t  ay  hand and o f f i c i a l  s e a l .  / ‘c . ; _ ‘.3 .

S ta to  o f  P ennsylvan ia:  
County o f  Montfonery :

Hay yf OotObST
Ike mba-HUr, htot/LAM tfhkljL , LUU
rJAjL£iM-*ojL Tutoxii&u/vo

p ~ ~ .a l l y  I k .  o b o e  AOOUBTIME 8 .  JA PEVAY and HELEN 0 .  JAHEWAT, h i e  jr lfp

n n d  in d u 4 form  o f  Uuc arlcnotcled fe d  the abort o r fo r e fo in j I.YD R.YTU RE, to be JLttd #&Oh Ot  T —

•tri ruifi deed, a n d  cUtirtd the m in e  m i f k t  be recorded a t aitch. * *■»_**

W IT .YK SS  m y  kam d.aad  / J j f t f L c j J L  _ m at the  d a y  a nd  year afrreeaitL

i A. h  & . T̂ k j+ a J i .

SJUjLoliilfUa., 3L-

Q

RECORDED in the Office for Recording of Deede in and for County of

Montgonery in Deed Book 
WIT.YESS my hand and real of Office M e

*** ° f  H oveaber

John E. M arshall ^ eoorder  

* o r  Dtp. Mooordsr

y>u
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Pt m I m i  -  Pawlinga Road. Louar Frorldanoa
T o v n a h lp ,  M 'in tg o a e ry  C o u n ty , P i n n a .
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Attachment #3: Advertisement in The Norristown Gazette for 13 December 1799.

erf a n d  r o u t e d  t h e  f r .c m y  y e f t c r c a y  m o r n in g  

n e a r  M i i l t h o r i ’ j  a n d  w a s  a lr e a d y  a i lix  in  t h e  

m o r n in g  m i f t t r  o f  M o ld s .  I' re(h  a c c o n c t a  o( 

t h e  f u r t h e r  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  u n ite d  .‘l  G i r o -  

R u f f ia n s ,  a r c  e x p f  tft-cd e 'e r )  m o m e n t . ' j

BREGENZ,’ &/.*. 2 7 .
O n  t h e  2 3 d .  in  the’ m o r n in g ,  G e n .  H u t z e  

*ras in fo r m e d , t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  h a d  c t c f f c d  

t h e  L i n t h  ; b u t  a s  lie  d id  n o t  fe a r  a f f r io u s  

a t t a c k ,  n o r  c o n c e iv e d  t h e  d a n g e r  t 'o ib t  fo  

g r e a t '  a s  it  r e a lly  w a s , h e  m o u n te d  h is  h o r fe , 

/ a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  fo m e  b u ffe r s , C o l .  P i u n k e t ,  

t h e  l i e u t .  c o lo n e l  o f  t h e  h u ffa r s  o f  t h e  f r o n 

t ie r s ,  a n d  fo m e  a d ju t e p t s ,  a t  6  in  th e  m o r n 

i n g ,  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h e  a d v a n c e d  p a d s  b e 

t w e e n  S c h a n c is -  a n d  K a lt e n b r u n u  t o  r e c o n 

n o i t r e ;  '  fu d d e n ly  t h e y  fa w  t h e in fe lv e s  fu r -  

r o u r .d e d  b y  t h e  e n e m y , w h o  fir e d  u p o n  th e m  

w i t h  fm a ll a rm s. A  c o r p o r a l ,  w h o  w a s  p r e -  

f e n l ,  a n d  w h o  w a s  fo  fo r t u n a t e  t o  c u t  h is  w a y  

t h r o u g h ,  fa y s ,  n h a t  h e  L - d  fe c n  G e n .  H o t x e  

. f a i t  f r o m , h is  h o r fe ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  fo u n d  

d e a d  in  a  d i t c h  th e  d a y  f o l l o w i n g ;  t h a t  C o l .  

P l u n k e t ,  a n d  t h e  c o l  o f  t h e  f r o n t ie r  h u ffa r s , 

h a d  a lfo  b e e n  k i l le d .  T h e  e n e m y  a f t e r w a r d s  

m a d e  a  v io le n t  a t t a c k ,  c a r r ie d  t h e  b r id g e  a t  

G r u p a u ,  w h e r e  t h e y  t o o k  .p o f i .  A t  n in e  

o ’ c l o c k ,  t h r e e  b a t t a lio n s  R u f f ia n s ,  u n d e r  

t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  p r in c e  o f  V V ir t e m b c r g ,  

a r r iv e d  f r o m  R a p p e r f c h w y l ,  w h o  fto r m e d  t h e  

b r id g e  F r o m  G r u n a u  t o  U i z n a c h ,  w i t h o u t  

f i r in g  a (h o t . B u t  t h e  e n e m y , r e in fo r c e d  b y  

fr e ffi t r o o p s ,  r e n e w e d  t h e  a t t a c k ,  a n d  f o t c e d  

t h e  R u f f ia n s ,  b y  a h e a v y  g r a p e - f i io t  f ir e , t o  

q u it  t h a t  p o l l  a g a i n ;  o n  w h ic h  o ^ c a fio n , b e- 

-  f id e ;  th e  p r iv a t e s , a c o lo n e l,  a  l ie u t .  c o lo n e l ,  

a n d  1 2 o ff ic e r s  w e r e  k i l le d ,  a n d  a R u ff ia n  

g e n e r a l  w o u n d e d . S h o u ld  n o  fu c c o r s  a r r iv e  

fr o m  Z u r i c h ,  G e n .  H o t z e ’ s c o lu m n  w i l l  b e  

f o r c e d  t o  r e t r e a t  t o  t h e  R h in e .

^•'ierr.oon— T h e  u n fo r t u n a t e  d e a t h c f G e n .  

H o t z e  fe e m s a d h ta llv  t o  h a v e  b e e n  fo l lo w e d  

b y  a g e n e r a !  r e i r ^ t .  F ic ld - m a r fh a l- l ie u t  

d e  G r u b e r  is  a r r iv e d  h e re  t h is  m o m e n t  w it h  

t h e  w a r -c h a r .c e lr y  an d  f r e a f u r y .  T h e  m ilit ia  

iu  V o r a r l b e r g  h a s b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  a f fc m b le , 

a n d  t o  m a r c h  im m e d ia t e ly ,  t o  o c c u p y  t h e  

f r o n t ie r s  o n  t h e  R h in e .

•S.-.c in  the t ie r in g — T h e  R u ff ia n s  h a v e  a lfo  

b e e n  d e fe a t e d  n e a r  Z u r i c h ,  a n d  f o r c e d  t o  

r e t r e a t .  Z u r i c h  is  a g a in  o c c u p ie d  b y  t h e  

F r e n c h .  T h i s  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  h e a d -q u a r te r s  o f  

o u r  t ro n p s  w e r e  i li l i  a t  S t .  G a l l ,  a m i t r o o p s  at

t h e  d ii '.a n c e  o f  a m ile  a n d  a  In A s they
a r e  n o t  in  fu f f ic ic n t  fo r c e ,  it  is  fe a re d  t h e y  

w il l  b e  o b l i g e d  t o  r e tr e a t  a c r o fs  t h e  R h in e .

H A Q . I E ,  Deleter 5.
T h e  t r a n q u i l l i t y  w h ic h  c o n t in u e d  f o r  1 2  

d a y s ,  h a s  a t  le n g t h  b e e n  in t e r r u p t e d ,  o u  th e  

2 d  ih ft , b y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o il v io le n t  a t t a c k s ,  

w h ic h  t h e  E n g l i f h  m a d e  o n  o u r  le f t  v i u g  a n d  

c e n t r e .  .T h e  b a t t le  la f le o  t h e  w h o le  d a y ,  a n d  

b o t h  p a r t ie s  f o u g h t  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e f t  c lf tr in a -

c v .  N i g h t  p u t  a f lo p  t o  t  lie  c a r  u r g e  ; lu . t  

I ou  t l ie  3 d  i t  w a s  ren ew  erf -w flb  jn e r c a J e d  v io 

le n c e ,  t i l l  a t la f l  o u r  le ft  w in g  i n d  c e n t r e  w e r e  

j fo r c e d  t o  g i v e  w a y  t o  t h e  e i^ m y ’ t f u p t  i i o r i t y .  

W e  w e r e  o b l ig e d  t o  g iv e  o p  a ll o a r  p o f i t io u s  

b e fo r e  A l k n u a r ,  a n d  c v e n .t b a t .  t W n >  t o  t h e  

e n e m y ; *  G e m  B r u n t 's  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w e r e  

r e m o v e d  t o  B c y e rv ry  k . O u r a f f r a y  V a v  fo r c e d  

t o  t a k e  a n o th e r  p o f i i io n  ; * U r ,a d v a n c e d  p o l l s ,  

h o w e v e r , i l i l !  o c c u p y  B aru tn , C o f t r i c u m  

a nd  D  im m e n . .

D u r i n g  t h e  a c t i o n ,  t h e  tin e  V illa g e  o f  K o e -  

d y k ,  a b o u t  s-rjjile  ar.rf an h a l f  fr o m  A l k m a a r  

w a s  b u r n t  d q tv u -  S o m e  p r ifo n e r s  h a v e  liv e n  

c o D w y e d  t o  K a s r le m  * n d  A r o f t e r d a m ;  ax 

t h e  fo r m e r  p l a c e t  b o u t  4 * o r  5 0  v e ffe ls  w i t h  

w o u n d e d  h a v e  a r r iv e d , E h c F r e n c h  g e n e r a !  

la  M a i io n ,  a n d  th e  c h i e f  d f  b r ig a d e  M e r c i e r ,  

a re  a m o n g f l  t h e  la t t e r .  f  - , .

V e f l e r d a y  t h e  p r e f jd e h t ln f  t h e  t h ir d  c h a m 

b e r  in fo r m e d  t h e  a i fe m b ly ,  t h a t  n o  p a r t ic u *  

Iars o f t h e  a f l i o n c f  t h e  2 d  h a d  b e e n  r e c e iv e d ,  

b u t  G e n .  B r u n t ’ s h e a d - q u a r t c r s i ia d  b e e n  r e 

m o v e d  t o  B e v e r w y k .  , ,  - y -  , '

, .T h e  v i l la g e s  o f  G e n e n ju ic le n  a n d  Z w a r t -  

’ fliris  w e r e  a lfo  o c c u p ie d  b y  t h e  E n g l i f h  fa ilo r s , 

w h o  t o o k  p c f fc f f io n  o f  t h e m  itt t h e  n a m e  o f  

t h e  p r in c e  o f  G r a n g e ,a n d  h o if te d  th e  O r a n g e  

f l a g ;  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  b e en  d r iv e n  fr o m  t h e n c e  

a n d  m c f l l y  m a d e  p r ifo u e r s .

O n r  a r m y  c o n t in u e s  t o  r e c e iv e  r e in f o r c e 

m e n ts , a n d  m e r e  a re  f l i j l  e x p e c t e d .  T h r e e  

t h o u f a n d  F r e n c h  t r o o p s  m a r c h e d  y e i le r d a y  

t h r o u g h  H a a r le m , fo r  t h e  a r m y . B o d ie s  o f  

a r m e d  c i t i z t a s  a re  .jo in in g  i t  d a i l y ,  a n d  w h e n  

a ll ih a ll h a v e  a r r iv e d , w e  h o p e  t h a t  fo r t u n e ,  

w h ic h  d e f e i t t d . u s  in  th e  laid b a t t l e ,  w ill 

fa v o r  us a g a in .

T O  BE S O L D ,

A  V A L U A B L E  P la n t a t io n ,  f i t u a te  

o n  t h e  r iv e r  S c h u y l k i l l ,  a d jo in in g  

F a t  la n d .fo r d ,  in  P r o v id e n c e  t o w n f h ip ,  M o n t 

g o m e r y  c o u n t v ;  2 2  m iles fr o m  P h i la d e lp h ia  

a n d  6  fr o m  N o m f l o w n ; c o n t a in in g  1 3 4  

a c r e s , b e t w e e n  6 0  o r  7 0  o f  w h ic h  is g o o d  

w o o d - la n d , 2 0  o f  w a te r e d  a n d  b o t t o m  m e a 

d o w ,  t h e  re fid n e  c o n v e n ie n t ly  d iv id e d  in to  

fie ld s— T h e  fo il  is e q u a l i f  n o t  f u p e r io r  to  

a n y  in  r h e p o u n i r v ,  a r.d  e ile e m e d  b y  fa r m e r s  

t o  b e  o f. th e  fir ft  q u a l i t y  fo r  w h e a t — T h e r e  

a re  o n  t h e  p r e m iie s  a c o n v e n ie n t  S t o n e  

D w e l l i n g  h o u fe ,  w i t h  t w o  r o o m s  o n  a f lo o r , 

a c o m m o d io u s  K i t c h e n ,  a  S t o n e  S p r i n g ,  

h o u fe  o v e r  a g o o d  f p r in g  o f  w a t e r ,  a n d  a 

L o g  B a r n — T h e r e  a r c  f e w  f i t u a t io u s  b e t te r  

a d a p te d  fo r  a fa r m e r ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  la n d , 

a n d  t h e  c o r r .m o d jo u fu c fs  o f  t h e  f i t u a t io n ,  

re n d e r  it  a n f c b i e f t  w o r t h y  o f  t h e r e  a t t e n t io n  

— T h e ,  te r m s  o f  fa le  w i l l  be m ad e e ? f y ,  a n d  

m a y b e  k n o w n  fr o m  th e  fu h fc r ib e r  a d jo in in g  

th e  p r e m ife s , o r  f r o m  L e v i  P a w l i n g  in  N o r -  
r i i t o w n . 1

- H E N R Y  P A W L I N G .
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F R I D A Y ,  D t c i n t f k  13.

■tu- T h e / .V ip fy r i i iv  i*  p o f ip o n e d  fo r  w a n t  

o f  r o o m , K o t  w in  a p p e a r  in  o u r  n e x t .

O n  t h e '4 t h  ir.ft. b o t h  K o u f e s  o f  th e  L e g i f -  

la tn c e  o f  t h is  S t a t e  fo r m e d  a  q u o r u m — J o h n  

W o o d ,  E fq .- w a s c T e f le d  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  

an d  M r .  i f a a c  W e a v e r  f o r ' t h e H o u f c  o f  R e -  

p r e fe n t a t iv e t — T i c  G o v e r n o r  a tld r e f ie d  b o t h  

H o u fe s  o n  t h e  S t h ,  ’ '  -  .

1\ ’k * - T o n ’, D e c . z . , l
W e  m e n tio n e d  m  o u r  la d  p a p e r ,  t h a t  a d 

v ic e s  w e r e  r e c e iv e d  in  th is  c i t y ,  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  

fle e t  h a v in g  b een  fe e n  o f f  t h e  I r i fh - c o a f l .  W e  

h a v e  f in c e  b e en  f a v o u r e d  w it h - t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

e x t r a c t  o f  t h e  le t t e r  w h ic h  c o n t a in e d  t h e  n e w s ;

* “  T h e  F r e n c h  F le e t  h a s  fa ile d  fr o m  B r e d ,

a n d  h a s . fe e n  o f f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  c o a f t y  I t s  

o b je f t  is  fa id  t o  b e  a  d e fe e n t  u p o n  I r e la n d ;

I  h o p e  t h e  r e p o r t  is  w it h o u t  fo u n d a t io n ;  b u t  
h a v e  m y  fea rs o n  t h e  f u b j e f t ; a n d  t h e f e  fe a rs  

a re  in c re a te d  b y  t h e  c tr c u m fta t lc e , \ \ a \ f r e ‘ 
exJrrJTes a rr iv e d  th is  d a y  a t  B e lfa ft  o n  t 'p e ir  

w a y  t o  D u b l i n ,  c h a r g e d ,  ( a s - it  is  f a id )  w i t h  

n e w s  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  th e  fir ft  im p o r t a n c e —  

b u t  w h a t  t h a t  n e w s  is h a s  n o t y e t  t r a n f p ir e d .

S e v e n  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  c o u n t ie s  a r e  a g a in  

d e c la r e d  in  a  ( la te  o f 'R e b e l l i o n . * ’

T h e  le t t e r ,  f r o m 'w h i c h  th e  a b o v e  is  an  

e x t r a c t  is  d a te d  “ B e l f a f t ,  t h e  .te n th  d a y  o f  

O f l o b e r ; ”  a n d  w e  a r e  a ffu re d  t h e r e  is  a  

fe c o n d  le t t e r  in  t o w n  w h ic h  c o r r o b o r a t e s  t h e  
in te llig e n c e .

c?  W an ted  to  h ire , a M an
w h o  u n d e v lla n d s  F a r m i n g  in  a ll i t s  b r a n c h e s  , 

—  E n q u ir e  o f  th e  P r in t e r .

O ne D o lla r R ew ard .

ST R A Y E p  a w a y  »*n t h e  1 2 t h  u lt ,  fr o m  

th e  S u b lc r ib e r 's  P la n t a t io n ,  l iv in g  in  

P ly m o u t h  t o w n ft i ip , n e a r  t h e  B l a c k  H o r f e ,

£ F l o c k  o f  T u r k i e s ,  o f  f ir ft  arid  f t c o n d  ' 

p •o v ^ th ; w h o e v e r  w il l  R e t ir e  th e  fa id  F lo c k  

| io  t h a t  t h e  S u b s c r ib e r  m a y  g e t  th e m  a g a in , 

o r  w il l  b r in g  th e m  t o  h is  P la n t a t io n ,  fh a 'l  

h a v e  t h e  a b o v e  r e w a r d  a n d  r e a fo n s b le c h a r g e s .

D u .  9 t h .  : B E N J .  W A G E R .---- ---------------------- ——---- -------------------- -
T h e  C reditors of theS ub lcribers

are r e q u e fte d  t o  t a k e  n o t ic e , t h a t  th e y  h a v e  

m a c e  a p p lic a t io n  t o  th e  J u d g e s  o f  t h e  C o u r t  

c f  C o m m o n  P ic a s ,  fo r  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  M o n t -  ’ 

g o m e r y ,  t o  r e c e iv e  th e  b e n e f it  o f  t h e  A c t  o f  

A f f c m b ly  fo r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  I n fo lv e n t  D e b t o t s ,  

a n d  t h e  C o u r t  h a v e  b e e n  p le a fe d  t o  a p 'p o m t 

S a tu r d a y ',  t h e  1 4 t h  d a y  o f - D e c e m b e r  n e x t ,  
t o  h e a r  us a nd  o ttr  c r e d it o r s .

J O S H U A  D U N G I N ,  

F R A N C I S  D A Y M O N ,  '  
v  D A V I D  L O W R Y .  

J O S E P H  M I L L E R .

17,
O i l  ( o u .  I ,  w N  f  2
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Attachment #5 : The Norristown Times Herald for 16 August 1944 (86)
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19Ut; ‘ ’ “ i,>wnsliu The bna:ri;llnie ministers ; hosen from s«n. Dr. Harry Emerson Wetherill. | was called Meadov

1 ' n'r.t.p him u< vi.-e’amo!1RM :iir congiegaUon were is the present occupant of the I A firm of real <
on orsati>'-‘ •• y h s  m live jn . teiameri to assist the regular pa.-- , Wetherill Mansion. f bought the tract,
piesuietit- • ; utnv'ovr- ,0:- Sn D: Geiger was occasion- : John Price Wetherill 1794-1853.1 lots of one to t
bringing - Ir)anHPrnirnt ,,f ‘ ally calleh upon to pleach, lead was a member of Philadelphia . d-elllngs and nai 
mpn,* i.  atf.iis Ki iiaei dm, l"8V"  m*< t ings or conduct fti- City Councils for a quarter of a ( ment North Valle
suddcnK . . . "  H-- V R,al N,VU>"  -c en tti^ a n d  also captain of the « *  'sua . . .  ! or.e of his most irrinoita.., Second Citv Troon Wp hiiiii the «etherill. in 192..

final.- achievementAll three of tite pov.nl .. ............ -.............. ................ .
........... rol of Phii-.mcnt of a Sundav School in the

rests in the ...... '*—• '
\ r»i ■- w* --- --Uh century•

and brought about < oii'olidatioii

most important Sec-orTl City Troop. He built the w ethenll. in 1927. 
s was ti;e establish- W/milt Hill house in lieu Pnssi- es. Pas.sed into

av £
The

cieis  who saitietl com  I V . ............ -----
adelnhias truiiMt interests in the:First ............ ................
later years of the 19th century was vigorously opposed by

C.iureh in n o v a tic s

.... older m em bers, but ev en tu a l 
ind ividual car was adopted.of the n u m erous .

lines were resid en ts ol M on'-! H is groee

it
lines w ee IC-..UW... v,. ....... —  ------ - business
gornery C ou nty  and all three lived ly profitable and i 
in C h e l ten h am  T o w n sh ip . T h ey;G eiger  retired fr*•» T r --U»„ —1---____________ ___

ks high-
1877 Dr. 1

e  . . -----estate passed Intofnilt Hill house in 1834 Possi- of Herbert j .  Wel;
. like the Wetherill Mansion, it

\  as erected on foundations of a n ___ " ___
earlier house that had stood there ["
|  MANY SMALL OLD-TIME RAILROADS , 
!| C U o C f -  ,N THE READING SYSTEM

om time to time since state and feden

skilled manipulators of the 
transit deals, not only in p 

Irielphia. b,:t also in New Volk

— ---------------  . ----------- ...M . m e  m i n j u u c  v t m n ie r c e  c o m m is s

°f Up h:l ^ i th5 ^ Cpac?fln ‘'attitude' of 't h e  | prized the merger of the Philadelphia and Reat 
and'Hm hien foiced Dr. Geiger to J Railroad Company, the Reading Company and

bership in  th e  , _i C hicago. K em b le looked afteri*Tve up h is  m em bersh ip  in  th e  i , * — ------------ ®
'the p o litic s  involved  in th e  d e ^ T c h u rc h  in  1863. M’h en  the Qua and rogelsyille Railroad Company.

of
I the po'.. -
and saw to it that no obstj

we,e imposed to the gri 
desiied concessions. Hr
violistv been state t r e a ............ — -v -----=-
was credited with bsving ong- letter resigning his membership.

L ’SLSS'81- isas? " * *
E ,  •  7  His , idol .h o  lived imtII f ° » t  a*> ■ Iron OKnslde to 1

All three ( / 'th e se  men began 1916. was a generous contributor cculd^ nnt^mentifv ^ He chestw 'Valley, the 
rommeVcial/fife as small store- to the work of the Brethren. She “ u!,dp *h/ „ . rai »  ,«>e Stony Creek J
keepers tfemble for a time con- had a Sunday School building . tho* ki l p , . , b^ ™ r  - ^  a Following the >
dutded aAeneral stoie at Shan- erected for the First Church and :do.Î ° s.e .. United States Sup:
nonviUge now Audubon, and he helped to found another chun n kn°v' • the i 1932, ordering tr.e

,n that legion. in PhUadelphia which was named • £ .  & F. means j th .  Reading Rarir
___ile named his C hurch Road for her. Ku.ztown an Fiiadel.j Ramoad. . ancj the Reading t

ate Mai via wn. in honor of hts Jacob Echwenk. Mrs. Geiger's J . . .  J Company, the rail
,fe Aftf-r his death it became father. w2 .s a great-grandfather ! In the early days of railroading'by another court i 

home of J. Fieri Zimmerman, of Ralph Beaver Stra$sburger. many short railroads were built ' about a surrende- c 
‘theatrical manager. On the op- NORRIS. by corporations organized along; tion rights of con

tneir routes. That was the case1 stock it controlled.wirh tho  r- -

_ ___ - „0 v.cnuv itaniUdU V_VU1II pd 11 V .___ __ ... ."wu. "  “ \i>~ * wiicn it was disco
Southern srmv invaaea Pennsyl- 1 The most interesting things Another cia-s ol
vania in thr Summer of that year ;about this bit of news is that i,; -sidiaries consisted 

pre- he decided to join the. emergency :recalls a fine old Pennsylvania ,v.h control w-
rer. He troops. He sent his church a jperman railroad anecdote. (buying a majority

’( The Catasauqua and PogelsviHe This class include 
Railroad had the letters “C. & F.’’

------ , ... [painted on its cars. One day a
who lived until Istranper noted these letters. He

cculd not identify the railroad.
So he acted a bystander: "What

! i
LAND LONG HELD BY WETHERILL FAMILY with the"” P h f f i p h i T
, y /  _TAKEN FOR VALLEY FORGE PARK//- - ^ U f  .town and Norristown Company j NorrS’own and Ms
In carrying out its program of extending Valley Forge mtoJT V  list "'The0 Nortnh°Penn.! ThT RLdmg'Z’d°o 

| Park on the North side of the Schuylkill, the Park Commis- w'as a more ambitious undertak-; m lne present cen
Ision has acquired part of the once extensive Wetherill fam- to^rLehigh van“ .^c^oo.^was above^wlL Streec 
1 ily holdings along the river, in Lower Providence Township. an c°1P°ralion The original Phi:
j The most recent such acquisition consists of 42 acres from Gowen was president1 o t' ih e ’phU- 1838*was a^thiTtnr 
(the Janeway estate, known as Walnut Hill. rnmnol?,. Reading Railroad sidiary of the main
1 On the Janeway property.4 °f the South, though it gobbling' 'up most^of^hese litfie panv a'nd^the'court
though not taken foi the paik. is n0n?rn. of m e'.e' e*ceP> 'n lailroaas, taking them under 999- ed the P and R in

'one of the most beautiful houses. ° L ^ d c o m -  SornSn?!
architecturally considered, in the

__.. ____  . . .  ........I ,., jme ,*r«u leases, iwenty-eignt com- company.
Trinity Lutheran, on DeKalb panies were thus acquired, inciud- Then in 1929 anot 

....  Street. There is a similar portico mg the Philadelphia. Germantown {tle little railroac 
» . | with pillars at what is commonly and Norristown, the North Penn.. were put out of theiientire coun y. Travelers tnioug known as tire Wetheiili Mansion.,the Plymouth and the Colebrook- interstate Commerce 

that locality rarely see the house. Northeast of Walnut Hill in the, dale Railroad. granted the Reading
t» I* —  • -----  •*-- - -  • ”  ‘ >ver i

it 1. — c  *1* mu icais. n  nau Dcen|erating but which—-----------  - ” chitecture. though the Wetherill chartered that year by officials of i tlleir corporate existlong and winding driveway. Mansion, originally called Fatland, the Reading Company, to build a I these were the Pe;
Glimpses of the house ir.av be had is larger. I railroad to connect the tracks of Northeast Pennsylyan
from the Valiev Forge region. In earh ho'a5p the preat froDt' the Philadelphia, Germantown I ,er valley, the Newtt

, ', , door opens on a capacious recep-:ana Norristown Road, on Wash-] gtnnv Creek roads.Tne house has a two-stoij tion haU eg- ending through the mel0n Street, with those of the | 5t&  S en  pwseng. porch facing the river. There are house. -  -
, ttua ivorristown rtoaa, on wasn- 

rough the mgton Street, with those of the
Grecian columns built of brick j News reports of the award of fhad Sm e^' ’̂ e^ortw -ari'or^w  
following tne style of notable *6.225 for the taking of the 42 SinUl s X 'y e a r n  a,t

Stbnv Creek Road, beyond Mar- j been discontinued oi 
■ ' these old-time lines, i

a^°| Stony Creek, Chester

1
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P ratt, w h o w as buFIcThg-fposIte sr3c~of C hurch R oad, K en >
ble b u ili  a big h ou se fo r  h is  s( 
C lay K em ble. T h is  p lace  / a s  
called  Sunset.. I t  is now  o c c u /ie d  
by W estm in ster  T h eo lo g ica l S e m 
inary, w h ich  w as estab lished ' se v 
eral yea rs ago by th e  F u n d a m en 
ta lis t w ing of th e  P resb y ter ia n s.

C. O
tup a rep utation  as a labor leader, 

ig ineered th e  str ike th a t  began  
inYFebruary. 1910. P ersisten t e f 
f o r t  were marie to run ta r s  w ith  
n o n u n io n  m en in  charge. T h is  
led t ( \f lg h tiu g .

ChaiV-s O. K ruger had  done  
good wokk In Im proving th e  c ity ’s 
transit service. U nlike certa in  
other P hiladelphia, transit m a g 
nates, he dill not m erelv lir e  in 
M ontgomery C ou nty . He Id en ti
fied h im self wIVi civic a ffa irs and  
m ade ills in f lu e \c e  fe lt  loca lly  in 
Ablngl.on.

He rem oved tA A bington  in 
1900. and six y ea rX  later  bu ilt a 
large house or. Y o ilc V o a d  in that 
township. He h e l p e d \ t o  found

[a cres sa id  th e  h o u se  w as bu ilt in  
[1790. H ow ever, in fo rm a tio n  ac -  
■ qulred from  m em bers of t ile  J a n e -  
I w ay fa m ily  fix es th e  date  a t  1834. 
I T h e  G recian  p illars are m ore rep 
r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  1834 th a n  of 1790.

Abington M em orial Hos' 
was vice president of its  hoard of 
trustees. He w as a d irector  of 
the Jeilkintow n N ation a l \B a n k  
and president o f th e  C h crien -  
hain slid  W illow G rove T urn puke 

|Com pany, w hich con tro lled  Y <\k  
I Road and w hich had  becom e  
subsidiary of th e  R apid  T ra n s  

! Company. T he la tter  com pany  
found it desirable to Rain contr  

I o f the turnpike in order to bu|fd  
jits trolley line to  W illow’ Gro  
i Charles O. K ruger w as e i / t e d  
| a member of the A b in gton  TKiwn- 
• sh ip  Board of C om m ission ers in 
11908 when A binglon  beyfim e a 
[first class tow nsliip . T t /  board  
Ion organization marie hiA) its vice  
I president, and hr was' a ctive  In 
: bringing about n otab le  im prove
ments in (lie m a /a g e m e n t  o f  

[township affairs. /K r u g e r  died  
[suddenly in 1914.

O ne of th e  most, u n u s /n l  o f th e  
o ld -lim e  P h ila d e lp h ia  / l  reel, car 
p resid en ts prior to co n so lid a tio n  
of t lie  car lin es wnsr a m in ister  
of th e  O unkers whif on ce  p ra c
ticed  m ed icin e  a t H nrieysv ille  and  
w hose w ife  w a s /  a  n a tiv e  of  

| Schw enkv tile.
Dr. H enry A ./G e ig er , w h o  w as 

j born in  P h ila d elp h ia . in  1848 
'b o u g h t th e  p /u 't ic e  an d  real e s-  
j ta te  o f D r ./C h a r le s  F ron efleld , 
w ho had  lo /g  been a h ig h ly  su c -  

j i’e ssfu l p h / i c i a n  In H a rleysv il'e . 
[Soon  a f te /v a r d  Dr. G eiger  m a r 
ried M a r /  G.. rinughter o f Jacob

en d jjm ri mi/ v G. i La n d isj .S c liw en k . 
of .S (/w en k v ilIe . In 1852 Dr. 
G e i g e /  sold liis  practice  to Dr. 
R e in /v e e le r  and  rem oved to  P h il
adelph ia  T h ere  lie  en gaged  in 
tlier w h o lesa le  .grocery bu siness  
w / l i  h is  b ro th er -in -la w . J o h n  G. 

rh w en k . and S a m u el H orn in g . 
Dr. G eiger  w ps a c tiv e  in the  

irst C h urch  o f ( lie  B reth ren . 
F \ila d e lp h ia . and  in 1854 h e  w as 
e ! ( \te d  to  tlie  m in istry . T h e  
P h ila d elp h ia  co n g reg a tio n  w as 
a m on g  t lie  first, o f th e  d e n o m in a 
tion  ho sa n ctio n  a tra in ed  and  
s a la r ie d  m in istry . tlio u g li th e  o ld -  
tim e m in isters  c h o se n  , from  
am ongst M lie co n g reg a tio n  w ere  
retained  I \  a ss is t  t he regu lar p a s
tor. S o  D i \  G eiger w a s o c ca s io n 
a lly  ca lled  \ p o n  to p reach , lead  
prayer nieelrtogs or co n d u ct fu  
ueral services."

4
3

■  O ne of h i s \  m o st im p o rta n t
1 pow erful fin n n -i nch ie i einci '  
con tro l o f P hil-1  m erit o f h S u n d iV  S ch o o l in (lie  
ini c rests  In I hr) F irst C hurch . Ttlie in n o v a tio n  

ie 19th cen tu ry! w as v igorou sly  o|V>osed bv th e  
ui cntiMilirial ionj older m em b ers. b u tA ev en lu n llv  it 

ind ividual cai'i " ns adopted  
cu ts  ot Moni.-I H is grocery  businesX w as h lg h -  
ul all three l iv e d |ly  profitab le  and !n \ 1877 Dr 
'own.ihip. T hey; G eiger retired  from  t h e W m  wit n 

K em ble, w h ose a la rg e  fortu n e. F or a W  lim e  
ureli R oad  near! lie  had been  a 
■fimr: Pet »r A.j F ran kford  and Sou th w arlX  P as-  

Widener and W illiam  1, K l- |s e n g e r  R ailw ay C om p any, 0\ - r a t .

s in ce  1790. T h en  upon th e  "m ar
riage o f a  dau gh ter, John  P rice  
W eth erill gave W aln u t H ill to  her. 
S h e  w as M aria L aw rence W eth er
ill. and sh e  becam e th e  w ife  o f  
R ev. John L iv in gston  Jan ew ay . a 
P resb yter ian  c lergym an  of P h ila 
delph ia . T h e  e s ta te  th e n  co m 
prised 157 acres.

T lie  Janew n ys m ade th e ir  hom e  
at W aln u t H ill and  th e ir  nam e  
h as ever s in ce  been  a tta ch ed  to  
t lie  p lace. Rev. J o h n  L. JanewRV  
w as a  reg im en ta l ch a p la in  in the  
Civil W ar.

M rs. Janew’ay survived h er  h u s 
band and  lived  a t W aln u t H ill u n -  

J til her d ea th , in 1890. S in ce  th en  
her heirs have  d w elt there.• * •

Part o f t lie  F a tla n d s tra ct held  
by h eirs o f Dr. W illiam  W etherill 
lias a lso  been ta k e n  for V alley  
Forge Park. T h is  c o n sists  o f  37 
acres a lo n g  th e  S ch u y lk ill. A jury  
of view  aw arded tlie  h eirs $3800. 
T here w as an app eal to  court 
from  th is  aw ard in 1943. and  an  
agreem en t w as e ffec ted  to  pay  th e  
heirs $4750.

W hile m uch  lan d  h erea b o u ts is 
s t ill  held  by th e  W eth erill fam ily , 
the la te  W illiam  H enry W eth erill. 
w hose S u m m er hom e w a s a t M ill 
G rove, in 1911 so ld  233 acres th a t  
th e  fa m ily  had ow ned for about 
a cen tury . T h is  w as a tra ct o f  
farm  land  to u ch in g  th e  S c h u y l
kill and opp osite  V a lley  F orge. 
T h is  farm , like th e  various o th er  
W eth erill tra cts, had  a  nam e. I t  
w as called  M eadow  G rove Farm .

A firm of real e sta te  developers  
bou gh t tlie  tra ct, cu t it  up in to  
lo ts o f one to ten  acres, b u ilt  
d w ellin gs and n am ed  th e  s e t t le 
m en t N orth  V alley  Forge.

U pon th e  d eath  o f  W illiam  H. 
W eth erill. In 1927. th e  M ill G rove  

i e sta te  passed  in to  th e  possession  
' o f H erbert J. W eth erill, o f  M ount 
Airy. NORRIS.

ing street, cars o n  F if th  and  
Stree ts .  He was m ade

ins. who lived near th e  m odern!
Elkins Park. is t r e e t s .  H e w as m ade presirf

Kemble and W idencr w ere the: o f t he com p an y  in 18113, and  l ic \ |  
skilled m anipulator* o f the h ig lt.h r  office until h is  d e a th , in I PR: 
transit denis, not on ly  In P h lln - | T h e  p a cifist a ttitu d e  of the  
riplphla. bill a lso in New York amt: B reth ren  forced Dr. G eiger to

E arly  in the 19th cen tu ry  S a m 
uel W eth erill, Jr., P h ilad elp h ia  
Free Q uaker and p a in t m a n u fa c 
turer. bought Hie lend m ine on 
th e  P eik lo m en  W est o f  Audubon, 
and a lso  sev era l hu nd red  acres o f  
farm  land , com prisin g  M ill G rove, 
w here John  Ja m es Audubon had  
once lived, and F a tla n d s. on tire 

I E a st s id e  o f t l ie  road to  P aw lin g's  
B ridge, w here Ja m es V aux lived  
in R evo lu tion ary  tim es, lie  being  
su cceed ed  by W illiam  B akew ell.
Y ou ng Audubon m arried W illiam  

• B a k ew ell’s  d au gh ter  Lucy.
I F a tla n d s w as on e  of th e  n otab le  
j farm s o f E astern  P en n sy lv a n ia .
I com p risin g  very fertile  lan d  th a t  
j had been  properly cu ltiva ted  ac -  
I cord ing to th e  b est fa rm in g  m e th 
ods o f  t lie  tim es. T h e  W etherill 
farm s covered nearly  all th e  rich  

[ tr ian g le  betw een  th e  Schu y lk ill 
and tlie  P erklom en .

! S a m u el W eth erill. Jr., d ied in  
! 1829. and  three of h is  so n s su c 
ceeded to th e  p a in t bu siness. T he  

! leader in th e  firm  seem s to have  
j been J o h n  P rice  W etherill. A 
! youn ger son w as Dr. W illiam  
i W etherill, w h o in  1845 b u ilt th e  
| so -ca lled  W eth erill M a n sio n  on  
i th e  fo u n d a tio n s of th e  old  B a k e-  
| w ell house. H e d e ligh ted  to en te r 

ta in  here in su m ptu ous sty le . H is 
[son , Dr. H arry E m erson W etherill. 
i i s  th e  p resen t occu p a n t of the  
I W eth erill M ansion.

J o h n  Price W etherill. 1794-1853. 
w as a m em ber o f P h ila d elp h ia  
C ity C ouncils for a  quarter of a 

►century, and also  ca p ta in  o f  th e  
Secon d  C ity  T roop. H e b u ilt th e  
WalniTt H ill h ou se in  1834. P o ss i
bly. lik e  th e  W etherill M ansion , it  
w as erected  on fo u n d a tio n s of an  
earlier  house th a t  had  stood  there

MANY SMALL OLD-TIME RAILROADS ABSOR
IN THE READING SYSTEM '-/

t i m e ,  s i n c e  s t a t e  a n d  f e j J ^ r f u  a p r e n c i e i t  b e -  

g a u  r e f o r m i n g  t n § " > a i l « > a d s ,  e a r l y  i n J J * < p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  

,| c o m p l i c a t e d  m a k e - u p  m T 'h « ^ J j ^ y f t l T n g  C o m p a n y  h a s  b e e n  a  

s u b j e c t ,  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ^ U ^ ' t h e s o ' f i i w u l ^ s .  E v i d e n t l y  t h e y  

1 a r e  s t i l l  a t  i t ,  f o r  m i l f a  f e w  d a y s  a g o  i h e ^ T T w ^ s c o l u m n s  r e -  J  p o r t e d  t h i t l  t J i e ^ T m e r s t a t e  C o m m e r c e  C n m n i i ' ^ i n n ^ T r t r i  a i R h  

o r i z e d J > r ' ' m i ' r g e r  o f  l l i e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a n d  R e a d i n g  T e r m i n a l  

l l i w + f o i t d  C o m p a n y ,  t h e  R e a d i n g  C o m p a n y  a n d  t h e  C a t a s n u -

fra-.S

I } oh) 
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Attachment #6: The Norristown Times Herald for late 1944.

j$6,225 AWARD 
P R  40-A C R E  , 
! JANEWAY LAND

An award o f  $6,225 is m ade to 
day by a M ontgom ery C ounty  

|ju r y  of V iew  for a  4 0 -acre  por
tion  o f th e  Jan ew a y  property,

! Lower P rovidence T ow n sh ip , c o n 
dem ned by th e  V alley  F orge Park  

C o m m iss io n  for V a lley , F orge
Park exten sion  purposes.

! T h e  Janew ay property h a s  a 
! tota l of 157 acres an d  is  know n  
as W alnut H ill, orig inally  being  

j th e  property of M aria L. J a n e -  
Iway who died in  1890. I t  now  is 
[ow ned by th e  n in e  p etitio n ers, -  
seven of w h om  h a v e  o n e -e ig h th  » 

j in terests an d  tw o  others o n e -s ix -  ' 
■teenth In ter es ts  each . T h e y  are 
Joseph B . Janew ay, L aw rence W. 
Janew ay. R a ch e l J. K itso n , H elen  

)J . G riffen . P rice W . J a n ew a y , Jr., 
Sybil K. T ow nsend , J ea n n e  R . - 

j S h ep p ard .'A u gu stin e  S . and  J o h n  
;L. Janew ay. 1-1
I T he acreage c6n ta in s a  la r g e ; j 
[ ston e  m an sion  erected  in  1790 .>/ 

la n d  various oth er  bu ild ings. It I 
•has a river frontage o f 2,000 fe e t  j  ̂
[and hes b etw een  th e  P rotectory!', 
la n d  V alley F orge M anor.

Jury o f View M em bers 11 
i T he jury of view , c o n sistin g  o f , 
f A ttorney T h o m a s F . p o r a n . ] <
U  -. . . C o n t in u e d  o n  P a g e  T u 'o  »

$6,225 AWARD
C o n tlr .- .ic d  from P a p e  1

C harles J. H ansell en d  H. K. 
S m ith , in th e ir  report, p o in t  out  
th a t  Colonel A ugustine J a n ew a y  
gave as h is estim a te  o f th e  va lue  
of th e  w hole property  in  1937 of  
$75,000, giving as h is  reason  for  
th e  h ig h  estim ate  its  h isto r ica l 
value and  its va lue for la n d  d e 
ve lop m en t in  lo ts. He estim a ted  
th e  condem nation  by th e  V alley  
Forge Park C om m ission cau sed  
th e  loss of $20,000.

O riginally , in  1937, th e  P ark  
C om m ission passed a reso lu tion  
condem ning  40 acres but on  

: M arch 3. 1943 th e  C om m ission  
| passed a second resolu tion  red u c
i n g  th e  condem ned area from  42 
|to  23.2 acres. T he chan ge in  th e  
i condem nation  w as due to  a  m is 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  betw een th e  S e c 
retary of th e  Park C om m ission  
and attorn eys rep resenting  th e  
lan d  ow ners. A ttorneys for  th e  
land  ow ners in sisted  as it  is  th e ir  
righ t under th e  law  to  p ro ceed  
under th e  orig inal cond em n ation  
of 42 acres.

Court M ade R uling  
! T h e  jury found th a t th e  P ark  
C om m ission w as w ith ou t leg a l  

[pow er to  reduce th e  acreage as  
! orig inally  condem ned. T h is p o in t  
|;w as decided in  th e  M ontgom ery  
(i C ounty Courts app roxim ately  five 
i years ago w hen  Judge C orson  
jh e id  in  th e  case  o f John R . K .

I S c o tt  vs. th e  C om m onw ealth  th a t  
th e  S ta te  could  n o t  w ith d raw  
cordemriRiicAi p ro o eq d lsfe '.'J ..:

T h e  jury m ade its  ajfard bn life  
g b asis .Of 42 acres in stea d  o f th e  
[■belatedly requested 23 acres.
1 A t h earin gs before the Jury  of  
[V ie w  estim a tes o f rea ltors as 

w itnesses fo r  th e  landow ners artel 
experts for th e  Park C om m ission .

! w ere “as far  apart as th e  poles* ,
; th e  jury found.
; H enry W. M athieu testified  th e  

i dam age by th e  tak in g  of 4* acres  
w as $11,000. ‘ Joseph N. Fronfleid , 

'V T ayne, fixed th e  dam age a t  
, $8,000 and John M . Yerger, N or-  
! r istow n, p laced  th e  figure a t  

$10,000. All were called  by co u n -  
; sel for th e  landow ners.

T h e  C om m onw ealth  called  L y l-  
•b u m  S tee le , W. Earl M ark l-v  and  
Andrew Wr. Coffm an, who fixed  

[ th e  dam age betw een S3.6C0 ahd  
[ S3.875.
[ T h e  jury directed th e  $6,225 
: award be d istributed as fo llow s: 

John  M. Yerger. w itness fee. $150; 
j : H enry V»r. M athieu . w itness fee , 

■$150; Joseph M. Frcmfield w it-  
| ■ ness fee. $100: A ttorneys J o h n  

Ka' iland and H arry I. K eistan d . 
counsel fee. $700: A ugustine S. 

'J a n e w a y , succeed ing trustee u n 
der the will o f  M aria L. Janew ay,

■ $5,125.
; T he aw ard today in th e  J a n e -  
■wav cBse com pleted dam age  
cla im s under the present park e x 
tension  program  T here Is one  
ea^e pend ing but th is  h a s 'b e e n  
disposed of by the Jury of view . I t  ; 

, is  th a t o f Frank Quigg. P ort K en -  
: nedy. In th is there was an  . a p -  
; pea! from the jury of v iew ’s 

■ award. Subsequently a trial w as  
! held  in court and a m otion  fo r  a 
1 new  trial is now pending decision .
i - ---  ’ —■ - i
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ojStately Wetherill Home at Valley Forge 
[Excellently Restored by the Boulwares

(

1 v By Barbara Barnes
JfT'KERE is music and dancing 

•* again at Walnut Hill. Laugh
ter echoes from the high ceilings 
with their decorative cornices. 
'Tile floors are waxed again as 
fthry were when ladies swept 
(over them in hoop skirts, 
j And from Valley Forge, on the 
•Cpposge bank of the Schuylkill, 
{you could easily imagine the ele-

r. mansion still occu- 
and Mrs. John Pmce

feant Georg;
pled by M:. _________
W etherill who built it in 1836, 
f It is occupied in reality ,"‘how- 
ever, by .Ur. a,id Mrs. Lyle Boul- 
warc and their son Peter. Boul- 
,ware is an architect w-ho special
izes in modern. His w ife w as 
bom  and raised in  the heart of 
E city.
, A more unlikely pair o f ow n
ers to take or. the restoring of an 
old house ai d 60 acres of farm 
land it would seem hard to find.

In th» morning the tin roof was 
found to have been liflcd right offthe house by the wind.

But hurricane Hazel was the 
real killer. It whipped open
shutters, blew in the French  
doors of the ballroom and sm ash
ed windows all over the house.

•'I was alone when it struck.” 
Mrs. Bsuiware recalled. "The 
wind made such a noise I didn’t 
realize it had toppled over the 
largc-t o' our old W alnut trees 
and a d sen other fine trees."

She pointed, still sadly, to the 
spot where the walnut had once 
stood. "Tim place was named 
after the walnut trees,” she said. 
"They were given to Samuel 
W ether:: ir. the 3820’s bv~STeph- 
en Girari. then the country's 
richest citizen.” *

rpHE oldest section of the house JL goes back considerably further than tnat date, however, ac

Yet in five y e n s  t i e  former 
N ew  Yorkers have recreated the 
original atmosphere down to the 
iast door latch.

"It was quite a task," Mrs. 
Boulware admitted last week 
when we triked t-. l.er in the 
light, cheerful drawing room. 
She is a slender woman with a 
talent for friendliness that goes 
well with the gracious back
ground of W alnut Hill.

EVEN the elements complicated 
the work of the newcomers 

at times, she said. Soon a fu :  
they moved in a pipeline explo
sion shatters d their windows 
while a Thanksgiving turk< y w as 
half-cooked in the oven.

The same night the roof sud
denly leaked like a sieve. The 
fam ily rushed around putting 
buckets under streams of water, 
feeling they had perhaps taken 
on more than they could handle.

cording to Mrs, Bouletrare. I l  
was originally a small stone 
farmhouse built by Henry Paw
ling in 1743.

During the Revolution the  
Pawling house was used as com* 
missary headquarters by W» - 
inglon's food buyer, Colonel 
Ephraim Blaine. The main down* 
stairs room is now the W alnut 
Hill dining room and is still re
ferred to as the “Paw ling room *

The estate continuec in the 
Pawling family until it was 
bought by Samuel Wetherill in 
whose family it remained for 123 
years. Samuel's son John inter.d- 
ed to build a separateTTo; n? at  
the edge of the plateru over
looking the Schuylkill, i t :  his 
w ife was afraid to live in a place 
so far away from other buildings, 
so the present house, with its 
nine round columns and stately  
ballroom, was added to the side 
of the original farmhouse.

The stone barn, built in 1825, 
Is thought to be one of the la*g- 
e ‘t in Montgomery County to
day.

IT took the Boulwares two and 
a half years of searching 

discover their dream home. Mr. 
Eoulw are’s architectural business 
had been transfe-red to Phiiadc!- 
piiia, and his w i'e ran down every  
real estate lead she heard of in 
ar. effort to find the kind of place 
they both wanted.

W alnut Hill w as first seen in a 
photograph at the home of a  
friend, Colonel August Jar away,' 
w ho is a W etherill descendant, 
"Yes, it’s for sale.” said Janeway. 
“But it's not what you’re looking 
for. It ha^ no central heat, 
plumbing or electricity.”

When the Boulwares first vis
ited the house,-cows were grazing 
all around it. Most of the shut
ters were cio.-ed, and vines had 
woven a cocoon abound the 
graceful columns and the two- 
storied portico. $

The architect and his wife, 
blessed the cocoon, however. lnj 
the half century it had been' 
forming the house bad been, 
largely unoccupied. While marry, 
other did homes had beer, sp-heri'

ft VTALNVT HILL is silhouetted against the sky as you approach it from long winding drive* 
„ way. Oldr t part of hopse is at right. Georgian section at left overlooks the Schuylkill ris er 
i 'and Valley Forge on opposite bank. Large r -not tree lost in hurricane stood across drtvc 
{ from nearest pit)nr.

by renovations, this one had come, 
through practically untouched.

All the lovely old wor-+*ork 
needed was scrubbing and a coal 
of pa in t The floor* were simplyj

J
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GETTING READY for tomorrow's House and Garden tour, Mrs. Lyle Boulware arranges flowers in dintcg room which was 
once main room of Pawling farmhouse built in 1743. S m a ll  house was used as commissary headquarters during Revolution. 
Ceiling beams of this room were once exposed. Piaster and decorative cornices were added at a later date.

raxed. T he boards still show the 
darks of hand planes with which 
licy w ere finished a hundred 

[years ago.
One of the m ost ticklish  

restoration jobs was the straight
ening of a column. It was pulled 
back into line by turnbuckles 
w hile the Boulwares held their 
breath. The antique brick con
struction was so sound there 
wasn't a crack.

THE adding of m odem  con
veniences was of course the 

m ost extensive task. The clear
ing of .the grounds w as quite a 
job, too.

Mr. Boulware had alw ays 
wanted a farm. Ke was born on 
pne in Illinois. So his herd of 35 
registered Jersey cows is a great 
•pleasure today. His citv-bred 
wife takes a surprising interest

in the animals, although a farm
er assumes the main responsibil
ity.

But the house Is the Boul
wares' real triumph. The outside 
trim is now repainted white. In
side walls are soft shades of 
green, blue and gray. Furniture, 
inherited from both sides of the 
family, looks as if it had always 
gone with the place, for much of 
it is the same period. It is well 
proportioned for the spacious 
rooms with their nine large fire
place s.

There is still a lot to do. Mrs. 
Eoulware hopes to h -ve flower 
gardens some day. Closets would 
be nice Instead of wardrobes. But 
to the casual observer Walnut 
H ill appears very serene and au
thentic Barring hurricanes, it 
should go happily on for another 
century or two.

J



■with its high ornamented ceiling and marble manfel is one of the most elegant rooms in the county. It has four 
doors, two huge windows. On two sides is a porch from which Valley Forge Park can be seen distinctly. Furniture, 

mostly family heirlooms, belonged to the Boulwares before they came to Philadelphia.
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Documentation of Historic Structures at "FATLANDS FARM" and "WALNUT HILL" 

(Parcels 101-68 and 101-61 of Valley Forge National Historical Park):

NOTES ON THE SOURCES

The primary sources used to document "Fatlands Farm" and "Walnut 
Hill" in the preceding reports were found at a number of different 
repositories and are available under differing conditions. A discussion 
of each category of records should be helpful in future efforts to study 
further various aspects of these National Park Service properties.

1) Deeds and mortgages -- these are available at the Montgomery County 
Courthouse Annex in Norristown for the period 1785 to the present. They are 
preserved on microfilm and are serviced in that form. As Montgomery County 
broke away from Philadelphia County in 1784, all deeds of that year and 
earlier are found only at Philadelphia City Hall (on microfilm) and in the 
Philadelphia City Archives (in deed books of long-hand copies). Both the 
Montgomery County facilities and the Philadelphia County facilities were 
employed in constructing the chain of title to "Fatlands Farm" and "Walnut 
Hill." Some problems arise when a parcel of land is bought, sold or 
otherwise transferred by court order. Partitions of land by order of
an Orphans' Court or by Sheriff’s Sale force the researcher to inquire 
at a Clerk of Court office or the Prothonotary's Office, where requests 
for 18th or 19th century records are often treated with disdain.

In the case of "Walnut Hill," more research could be undertaken 
profitably in Philadelphia studying the acquisition of land in Providence 
Township between 1715 and 1785 by Henry Pawling (I) and Henry Pawling (II) .
The preceding report, however, does represent a comprehensive search for 
relevant land transactions from 1785 to 1950, detailing the gradual break-up 
of the Pawling farm and demonstrating the precise location of the Henry 
Pawling (II) farmhouse of 1777/8. The only gap in the evidence is the 
court order or sheriff's sale of ca. 1845 conveying to John Price Wetherill 
the 157% acre "Walnut Hill" tract purchased by his father in 1826.

In the case of "Fatlands Farm," additional research could be 
useful in dissecting the Morgan/Vaux transaction of 1772. A careful 
reconstruction of the Morgan purchases and the boundaries of each parcel of 
land could help locate the Morgan dwelling house. Additional research could 
also be useful in detailing William Bakewell's sales of "Fatlands Farm" land 
between 1803 and his death in 1821, sales which reduced "Fatlands" from 302 
acres to the "Bakewell Farm" of 196 and 3/4 acres. This would help define 
the historical parameters of the National Park Service's purchase of 1983.
The preceding report does trace the ownership of the "core" 200 acres of 
"Fatlands Farm" and is therefore the essential story of what is now part of 
Valley Forge National Park.

2) Tax records -- contemporary copies of both the Pennsylvania state 
tax and the Montgomery County local tax returns are available at the Historical 
Society of Montgomery County on Dekalb Street in Norristown. These date from 
1785 through the early part of the 20th century. Contemporary copies of the 
state tax and the Philadelphia County local tax returns for a few scattered 
years between 1770 and 1785 are available at the Philadelphia City Archives.



Notes on the Sources (continued)

2) Tax records (continued) -- Though these tax lists document the owners 
and occupants of land, they are often misleading and should be used with 
caution. The distinction between owner and occupant is often missing and 
the acreage of an individual farm is often incorrectly stated (perhaps by 
intentional disception on the part of the taxpayer, perhaps by some 
agreed-upon formula for discounting certain unused or unproductive lands, 
a formula now unknown to the m o d e m  student). Many entries assess an 
individual for land only, when other records prove the existence of a house 
and one or more outbuildings. The entries seem primarily concerned with 
listing livestock, slaves/servants, luxuries (such as carriages or "riding 
chairs"), and occupation (for the occupation tax). Most significantly 
the state and local tax lists do not describe the improvements on a given 
farm in enough detail to assist in identifying historic structures. These 
primary sources should be used only with great caution in any attempt to 
date the construction of a building.

The 1798 U.S. Direct Tax, on the other hand, is much more 
helpful, particularly schedules "A" and "B." A microfilm copy of the tax 
returns for Montgomery County is available at the Historical Society of 
Montgomery County. Reference should always be made to the page numbers 
stamped by a mechanical device at the top of each frame of microfilm and 
not to the handwritten numbers which repeat from schedule to schedule and 
from township to township. Care must be made to distinguish owners from 
occupants and to interpret abbreviations by the assessors. DO NOT USE 
the typed transcriptions of this tax prepared by volunteers at the 
Historical Society. These are singularly unreliable! Take the time to 
wade through the microfilm itself. The preceding report represents an 
exhaustive study of this primary source as it documents the "Fatlands 
Farm" and Pawling farm properties.

3) Wills, inventories and estate accounts -- these are available 
in Philadelphia in the basement of City Hall Annex and in Norristown at 
the Department of Records, just now settling into new quarters in the 
"original" Sears building at Johnson Highway and Markley Street in Norris
town. Henry Pawling (II) and Henry Pawling (III) died after the estab
lishment of Montgomery County and their probate papers are in Norristown.
These documents include inventories of household furniture and personal 
effects which would prove significant in interpreting a restored Pawling 
farm house. In the case of '^Valnut Hill," no other probate records 
seemed useful, with the possible exception of those of Maria L. (Wetherill) 
Janew'ay. The wills, inventories and estate accounts of Samuel Wetherill,
Jr., Rachel (Price) Wetherill, John Price Wetherill and Maria (Kane) Wetherill 
were probated in Philadelphia and shed no light whatsoever on "Walnut Hill." 
The probate papers of the husband and children of Maria L. (Wetherill) Jane
way, all 20th century documents, were not examined. Further research 
may prove useful only in the instance of Henry Pawling (I), whose probate 
must have been in Philadelphia, though no search was conducted.

In the case of "Fatlands Farm," the first four owners -- Morgan, 
Vaux, Allen and Ewing -- sold the property well before their death. The 
probate papers of William Bakewell should have been filed at Norristown, 
but through simple oversight no search was conducted. The inventory of



Notes on the Sources (continued)

3) Wills, inventories and estate accounts (continued) -- Rachel (Price) 
Wetherill's household furniture and decorative arts at "Fatlands Farm" 
does not specify those objects room by room, but nevertheless should be 
consulted should further research of the "Fatlands" mansion house be 
undertaken. The probate papers of William Wetherill, M.D. are not useful, 
nor are those of his grandson, Dr. Henry E. Wetherill. The former are 
in Philadelphia, the latter in Norristown. The probate papers of William 
H. Wetherill, son of William and father of Henry E., are in Philadelphia 
and were not examined, again through oversight.

The Orphans' Court papers of Montgomery County were not available 
at the time of this study, as they had not yet been unpacked in the move 
of the Department of Records. Further research should, however, include 
the Orphans' Court files of William Wetherill M.D. (OC 20894); Maria L. 
(Wetherill) Janeway (OC 9515); Henry E. Wetherill, M.D. (OC 52005) and 
Herbert J. Wetherill (OC 57536). These may contain essential documentation 
on the value of various Wetherill-owned parcels of land in Lower Providence 
Township, including detailed accounts of buildings and other improvements.

4) Insurance surveys - - only the estate account of Rachel (Price) 
Wetherill makes any reference to perpetual fire insurance policies, the 
most likely source of detailed information on the historic structures.
Many Philadelphia-area insurance companies were writing perpetual fire 
insurance in the 19th century. Most are long since out of business and 
their records destroyed. Unfortunately the estate account of R(P)W does 
not name the company which had issued the policies listed. A check with 
the archivist of the Philadelphia Contributionship and the Mutual Assurance 
companies, the most prominent perpetual insurers of that time, revealed 
that the Contributionship did not insure outside a ten mile limit of 
Philadelphia until 1836 and the Mutual Assurance did not do so until the 
1920's. The archivist of the CIGNA Corporation reported that INA did
not issue perpetual fire insurance until 1844, the same year as R(P)W's 
death. A complete check of the INA records failed to find a Wetherill- 
related perpetual fire insurance policy issued in Lower Providence Township 
until 1955. The records of the Philadelphia Contributionship could not 
be searched within the time frame of this study. The only other known 
collection of perpetual fire insurance policies in Philadelphia is the 
Franklin Fire collection at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. It, 
unfortunately, is not indexed and is in very poor condition.

5) 19th and 20th century property atlases and maps -- four property 
atlases were studied, all at the Historical Society of Montgomery County. 
They are as follows:

1848 -- "Map of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, From
Original Surveys: Under the Direction of Wm. E. 
Morris, C.E." This map is not sufficiently detailed 
to be useful in this study. It shows two "Wetherill" 
houses on Pawling Road in Lower Providence Township, 
but without boundaries to the various parcels of 
land and without structure configuration for the 
buildings.



Notes on the Sources (continued)

5) 19th and 20th century property atlases and maps (continued) --
1871 -- "Atlas of the County of Montgomery and the State 

of Pennsylvania, Compiled and published by G.M.
Hopkins 5 Co., Philadelphia, 1871." This atlas 
presents Lower Providence Township in better 
detail than the map of 1848, described above, but 
it still contains no property boundaries and no 
detail of building configuration. At least 
seven buildings, apparently all dwelling houses, 
are marked "Wetherill," but there is no represen
tation of outbuildings or farm structures. It is 
this last problem which renders this atlas useless 
for the present study.

1877 -- "Combination Atlas Map of Montgomery County, Compiled,
Drawn and Published ... by J.D. Scott, Philadelphia,
PA., 1877." This atlas/map has no better detail 
than the atlas of 1871 for the purposes of this 
study.

1935 -- Franklin Survey Company, "Atlas of Montgomery County
(Volume B) (Philadelphia: By the Company, 1935), Plate 
13: Lower Providence Township. This atlas is the 
first and only survey to show property boundaries and 
for that reason proved extremely helpful. A photocopy 
has been enclosed as Attachment #8 to the "Walnut Hill" 
portion of the estate. It is remarkable to note that 
the property boundaries of 1935 are the same as those 
of the early and mid 19th century. This atlas iŝ  not 
reliable, however, in regard to the size, number, and 
location of dwelling houses, outbuildings and farm 
structures on the property. This may be demonstrated 
by comparing the enclosed photocopy to the known location 
of the historic structures at "Walnut Hill."

6) Additional pertinent documents -- research was conducted at the 
Montgomery County Historical Society, the Library and Archives of the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania and by telephone inquiry, at the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. There are no personal papers of any member of the Wetherill 
family at any repository surveyed. There are large collections of the 
Wetherill "White Lead Works” business papers at the Special Collections 
department of the Van Pelt Library of the University of Pennsylvania and the 
Manuscript Department of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. No search 
was conducted for personal papers of the Pawling family or of any of the 
18th and early 19th century owners of "Fatlands Farm" (Morgan/Vaux/Allen/ 
Ewing/Bakewell). Additional research could be pressed forward in this 
area.

Mrs. Florence R.J. Young, of the Montgomery County Historical Society, 
was extremely helpful in servicing the extensive pamphlet, scrapbook and 
clippings files of that institution. Several of the most useful newspaper 
clippings have been photocopied and attached to the report. Without Mrs. 
Young's help, much of this secondary source material would have remained



Notes on the Sources (continued)

6) Additional pertinent documents -- inaccessible. The standard history 
of Montgomery County -- Theodore W. Bean, ed., History of Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania 2 Vols. (Philadelphia: Everts $ Peck, 1884^ •-- did not supply 
any useful information in its sections on Providence and Lower Providence 
townships. This is surprising, especially in regard to the Wetherills. They 
were a very prominent, wealthy family, whose estates were among the most 
grand in Montgomery County in the 19th century. It can only be assumed 
that the Wetherills did not wish to participate in Bean's work. The recent 
update of Bean's History is Jean Barth Toll and Michael J. Schwager, eds., 
Montgomery County: The Second Hundred Years 2 vols. (Norristown: The 
Montgomery County Federation of Historical Societies, 1983). Its section 
on Lower Providence Township does not "remember" the Wetherills in much 
detail and describes the rapid urbanization of the township in the post- 
1945 period, rather than try to study the last century evenly.


