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Definition

The Statement for Management (SFM) provides an up-to-date inventory of the park’s
condition and an analysis of its problems. It does not involve any prescriptive decisions
on future management and use of the park, but it provides a format for evaluating
conditions and identifying major issues and information voids.
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Location

LOCATION

Theodore Roosevelt National Park is in the state of North Dakota, counties of Billings and
McKenzie, and within the At-Large Congressional District.

PRIMARY MANAGEMENT STATEMENT

To diligently protect and preserve the natural scene and cultural landscape encompassed
by Theodore Roosevelt National Park. To provide the opportunity for employees and
visitors to understand and appreciate the rugged Little Missouri Badlands topography,
with its unique flora and fauna, which inspired Theodore Roosevelt in the 1880s when he
came to the Dakota Territory to hunt and ranch. To project the spirit of Roosevelt’s
environmental ethic and his enthusiasm for the natural world. The results of these efforts
will be an understanding of the role of humankind as an integral part of nature, and a
sense of surprise and wonderment during the discovery of this unique and outstanding
unit of the National Park System.

PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE

Theodore Roosevelt National Park consists of three separate units totaling 70,416.39
acres of which 245 acres are directly linked in historical significance. The Elkhorn Unit
is primarily historical, and it consists of 218 acres, which include the headquarters of
Theodore Roosevelt’s Elkhorrt Ranch.

As enacted in Public Law 38, April 25, 1947, lands were "dedicated and set apart as a
public park for the benefit and enjoyment of the people,” subject to the provision of the
Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), entitled an Act to Establish the National Park
Service ". . . which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic
objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of same in such manner
and by such means as wil leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations." The park was named in honor of Theodore Roosevelt, who made
significant contributions to conservation and the development of the West. The park’s
natural resources played a significant role in shaping the life of Theodore Roosevelt during
the era of the open range cattle industry, which consequently influenced his role as a
conservationist during his term as President of the United States.




STATEMENT FOR MANAGEMENT - THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL PARK

Complementing the park’s natural resources are a variety of cultural resources, two of
which-the Maltese Cross Ranch Cabin and the Eikhorn Ranch site--have a direct
association with Theodore Roosevelt and are essential to visitors’ understanding
Roosevelt’s badlands experiences and their effect upon him. In fact, the Elkhorn site was
specifically added to the original park proposal in the enabling legislation to ensure that
there was a direct link between the park and Theodore Roosevelt. Today the prime
significance of the park is that it affords individuals the opportunity to experience the
badlands environment and to understand and enjoy it, as Roosevelt once did. This
significance is underscored today by the major development and potential impacts
occurring on adjacent nonpark lands.

While being managed primarily as a historical area during the early years of the park, in
more recent years, management emphasis has shifted towards the significance of the
park as a natural area. A reflection of this shift is evidenced in part in the 1978 deletion
of the word "Memorial" from the park name. However, the close link between the park's
natural and cultural resources and the interpretation of the park’s significance today, in
light of these resources and the visitors’ interaction with them, dictate a balanced
management of both natural and cultural resources.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

PARK MANAGEMENT

Theodore Roosevelt National Park will be managed to protect and interpret the badlands
ecosystems surrounding the Little Missouri River and the cultural resources resulting from
human habitation of the area. Of primary importance are maintenance and restoration
of the natural environment and protection and interpretation of human history, with special
emphasis on Theodore Roosevelt, his experiences in the badlands and the effects of
those experiences on the remainder of his life.

Park management will use all available management tools (the General Management Plan,
the Land Protection Plan and Resource Management Plans, etc.) and will work with
nearby agencies, individuals and holders of private interests within the park, and park
visitors to ensure internal and external pressures are managed to 1) protect the natural
and cultural resources (including air and water quality) making up the park ecosystems
and human history and 2) provide for a spectrum of visitor use activities that encourage
appropriate outdoor-oriented recreation, minimize impact to resources, and provide the
opportunity to increase individual knowledge about the natural and human history of the
area.
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Management Objectives

The National Park Service will plan and construct management and visitor-use facilities
that are appropriate to the purposes of the park as outlined in this document; that
respond to visitor use and resource protection needs; and that fit into the badlands
environment in an assthetic and environmentally sensitive way. Park management will
maintain all park facilities and equipment to the highest standards, considering
appearance, functionality, and accessibility.

INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR SERVICES

Interpret the biologicai diversity and species mix of the natural badiands environment and
those changes that have occurred because of man’s activities in the region.

Interpret man’s history in the Littie Missouri Badlands, emphasizing American Indians, the
military and ranching era of the nineteenth century, Theodore Roosevell’s life and
experiences in the badlands and their effects on his later life, the homesteading era and
its effect on the park, and the recent energy development of the region.

Provide information to visitors and the general public about the importance of protecting
cultural and natural resources (inciuding air and water quality and scenic vistas), the
public’s role in that protection, and the importance of Theodore Roosevelt National Park
and the National Park Service in protecting and enhancing our environment.

Provide an active off-site interpretive and public information program on resource
protection, environmental education, biological diversity and all park interpretive themes
to groups and individuals throughout the Northern Great Plains.

Furnish visitor facilities and activities that promote, in a natural ocutdoor environment, an
understanding of the park and it's interpretive themes; that do not damage or threaten
the park’s resources; that are appropriate to the purposes of the park as spelled out in
this document; and that provide a range of interpretive and recreational activities available
to all visitors with a reasonable expectation of safety.

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Identity, record, classify and prioritize the protection of all cultural resources (including
objects, sites and structures related to Native American culture, ranching, homesteading
and the administrative history of the park) through systematic, scientific survey and
research.
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Consider the effects of all management and visitor activity on cultural resources and
ensure appropriate protection or mitigation whenever cuitural resources or the historic
scene are to be impacted.

Establish and implement a system of protection, maintenance and interpretation for
cultural resources that is integral to the purposes of the park so that resources are not
lost or degraded to the point they iose their value.

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Identify, record, classify- and prioritize the protection of all natural resources and
processes that make up the Little Missouri Badiands ecosystems, through systematic
scientific research and appropriate species specific, activity specific or management
program management plans.

Identify through scientific research, those species and/or activities introduced into the
badlands ecosystern by man that can or should not be eliminated {considering the public
welfare, political expediency, purposes of the park as outlined in this document, etc.) and
include these factors in management plans for the park.

Manage the park as a natural badlands ecosystem, influenced by man’s activities over
time, allowing natural processes to continue. Man’s activity, both in and out of the park,
must be actively managed so as to protect or restore the natural ecosystems, protect and
enhance air and water quality and the scenic vistas of the natural American West and to
allow visitors to experience those selected man-introduced activities and features that give
the park it's cultural importance.

Consider the effects of ali visitor and management activities on the natural resources of
the park and manage those activities so as to prevent adverse impacts on the natural
resources integral to the purposes of the park.

Ensure that all activities in the park, including those reiated to natural resource
management, are evaluated as to their potential effects on lands and resources outside
of the park. Work with affected landowners/managers and the public to minimize adverse
effect and keep all interested parties informed as to park activities.

10




|_--—-m-.—-—-—-'-

Major Issues

MAJOR ISSUES

ADJACENT LAND ISSUES

- Many oil and gas leases adjacent to the park boundary make no stipulations for
protection of park air and water quality, and park viewsheds.

- Development of oil and gas or mineral leases adjacent to and potentially within the
park on state, private and federal lands is a continual issue in all three units.

- The 1987 Bureau of Land Management North Dakota Resources Management Plan
identified 15 coal development areas within the park’s Class | airshed.
Development of one or more of these areas could have sugmﬂcant impacts on park
vistas, air quality and water quality.

- Existing microwave and radio towers pose obvious disruptions to views identified
in the park’s Integral Vistas Plan. Several addmonat towers on adjacent lands have
been proposed.

- A Billings County proposal to bridge the Little Missouri River adjacent to the
Elkhorn Unit would destroy the historic and aesthetic integrity of the Ranch Site.

- Water quality of the Little Missouri River is threatened by possible breaks in oil,
gas, and saitwater pipelines running through it, by agricultural wastes, and by
agricultural chemical use in and around the park.

- Subsurface water quality is threatened by oil and gas drilling and waste dispbsal
techniques and possibly by herbicide use.

- Water rights outside the park, affecting internal watersheds and water quality have
not been described and NPS water rights have not been established.

- The present Medora airport impinges on park land. The possible expansion of
runways and facilities would degrade park resources and aesthetics.

- Private and state surface inholdings, if developed, could be incompatible with park
purposes, resource protection and visitor enjoyment.

- Existing road access through Elkhorn Ranch Unit for neighboring ranchers may
pose a threat to natural and archeological resources.

11
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- Overhead powerlines, adjacent to and within the North Unit, are intrusive.
- A number of coal-fired power plants and sulfur recovery plants exist within the

park’s Class | airshed, with others proposed. If pollution levels continue to
increase, scientists expect to find damage to park vegetation in the future.

NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
- The park lacks ungulate management plans for wild and domestic animals.
- Completion of the fire management plan is necessary and under way.

- No vegetation, wildlife, or water management strategy exists for intensive use
areas.

- Continued research on biologically sound techniques for noxious plant control is
necessary. Short-term assault on leafy spurge is critical as acreage infested has
increased from 32 acres in 1972 to over 1,000 acres in 1991,

- No specific pian exists for management of natural resources at the Elkhorn Ranch
Unit.

- Use of concession and private saddle horses throughout the park is causing
localized erasion and competition for food with wildlife species.

- The park lacks a wilderness management plan.

- Many resources baseline inventories are incomplete or require additional
monitoring.

CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

- The parkwide archeological survey (mandated, EO 11593) has been completed.
A programmatic memorandum of agreement between the park and the State
Historic Preservation Officer needs to be established to facilitate archeological

protection and prompt completion of essential construction.

- National Register nominations have not been completed for the park's prehistoric
archeological sites and historic sites that may be eligible.

12
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Major lasues

The park lacks information on historic sites associated with the ranching and
homesteading era.

The park’s historic structures are not covered by a cultural cychc maintenance
program and are exhibiting signs of deterioration.

Seasonal residential use of the Narth Unit CCC Camptender’s Residence should
be discontinued. Interior maodifications for its use as a storage building, and
vegetative screening should be started as adequate seasonal employee quarters
are constructed.

The Maltese Cross Cabin and the curatorial storage area are not protected by a
fire suppression system. Environmental controls are deficient.

A plan for visitor services at the Eikhorn Ranch Unit is needed but should await
final decisions regarding access route improvement.

Continue the maintenance of, and develop an interpretive trail to the CCC East
Entrance Station from a small parking area on the loop road.

VISITOR USE/PROTECTION

A parkwide wayside plan needs to be completed.

Most park facilities have been made accessible to mobility handicapped visitors.
An accessibility plan exists and is being implemented as funding permits.

Information about the park is nonexistent at overlooks on the realigned U.S.
Highway 85.

There are demands for onsite horse camping facilities, for both the North and
South units that cannot be accommodated at present.

A wilderness management plan in needed.
Recreational use of the Little Missouri River is not being adequately monitored.

Buck Hill, one of the more significant points in the South Unit, lacks visitor services
and facilities. This is addressed in the GMP.

13
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- Back-in parking and site spacing in Coftonwood Campground does not
accommodate trailers or recreational vehicles weli.

OPERATIONS/STAFFING
- Staffing to monitor air and water quality is insufficient.

- There is inadequate staffing to accommodate maintenance functions, particularty
at new faciiities.

- There is inadequate staffing to accommodate natural resource monitoring and
management programs.

- There is a shortage of park and visitor protection staff.

- There is inadequate interpretive staffing at Painted Canyon Visitor Center to provide
year around visitor services.

- There is inadequate interpretive staffing to provide services during the winter and

shoulder seasons or complete service during peak period in the summer.

- There is inadequate staffing to care for the park’s cultural resources (particularly
the museum collection), to conduct the annual inspections of historic structures,
and to complete compliance actions on a timely basis.

- Seasonal housing in the North Unit is substandard and inadequate to
accommodate the staff. :

- The sewage lagoon for Squaw Creek Campground is oversized.

DEVELOPMENT

- The location and structural condition of the 30-year-old North and South unit bison
corrals have caused major difficulties in buffalo roundups. There are no facilities
to round up elk and the wild horse trap and corral is a temporary facility. A mufti-
purpose large ungulate corral is needed near the east boundary of the South Unit.
Relocation of the North Unit bison corral is also needed.

- Housing for North Unit employees (both seasonal and permanent) is inadequate.

14



Influences: Inventory and Analysis

- Canoe access and parking in the North and South units are inadequate.

- Squaw Creek Campground is threatened by periodic flooding and riverbank
erosion. The headquarters arsa at Medora, including the park visitor center and
the Maltese Cross Cabin, and the South Unit's Cottonwood Campground are also
threatened by periodic flooding. Other facilities, such as the Peaceful Valley
Ranch, are located in the floodplain. Certain portions of the Elkhorn site may be
subject to flooding and/or riverbank erosion. These issues are addressed in the
GMP.

- There are no visitor or administrative facilities in the Elkhorn Unit. The authorized
development and land acquisition ceiling of $40,000 is insufficient to provide
necessary facilities for the unit. This is addressed in the GMP.

- There is an inadequate number of parking pulloffs along the South Unit loop road.

- There are inadequate work space and quarters to facilitate researchers working in
the park, making it difficult or impossible to obtain cooperative research.

INFLUENCES: INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

Authorization, Obligations, Restrictions, Commitments

An act to establish the Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park, April 25, 1947 (61
Stat.52):

- Authorized 35,270 acres, more or less.

- Authorized the Secretary of the Interior, at his discretion, to construct and
maintain a road or highway through the park connecting with a state or federal
highway.

- Authorized the Secretary of the Interior to reconstruct the Elkhorn Ranch
providing that the total cost of the land and buildings shall not exceed $40,000.

- Authorized the Secretary to erect a monument in memory of Theodore Roosevelt
in Medora, providing the cost shall not exceed $35,000.

15



STATEMENT FOR MANAGEMENT - THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL PARK

- Stated "That nothing herein contained shall affect any valid existing claim location,
or entry under the land laws of the United States, whether for homestead, mineral,
right-of-way, or any other purposes whatsoever, or shall affect the right of any
such claimant, locator, or entryman to the full use and enjoyment of his land."

An act to amend the Act of April 25, 1847, relating to the establishment of Theodore
Roosevelt National Memorial Park, and for ather purposes, approved June 10, 1948, was
62 Stat. 352,

- Authorized 49,153.79 acres, more or less.

- Revised boundaries for Elkhorn Ranch Unit.

- Deleted all of Section 6 of the April 25,1947 act--thereby canceling the
authorization for a monument--and renumbered all remaining sections of the same

act.

An act to add certain lands to the Theodore Roosevelt National Memarial Park (62 Stat.
384), in the state of North Dakota, and for other purposes, approved June 12, 1948.

- Authorized the addition of lands to form the North Unit.

- Section 2 reserved to the stockmen of the surrounding area a perpetual right-of--

way through the park for the trailing of livestock to and from the railroad, along and
adjacent to the Little Missouri River, being the same trail or route that has been
used by the stockmen for that purpose since the beginning of the livestock
industry in the area.

An act to revise the boundaries of Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park (70 Stat.
55), in the state of North Dakota, and for other purposes, approved March 24, 1856.

- Section 3 authorized the Secretary to make further adjustments in the boundaries
of the park along United States Highways Number 10 and 85 as he deems
advisable and in the public interest if and when the alignment of these highways
is changed: Provided that not to exceed 500 acres may be added to the park and
not to exceed 2,000 acres may be excluded from the park by such adjustments.

An act (75 Stat. 423) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to provide water and

sewage disposal facilities to the Medora area adjoining the Theodore Roosevelt National
Memorial Park, North Dakota, and for other purposes, approved August 31, 1961.

16
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influences: Inventory and Analysis

- Stipulated that nonfederal users reimburse the government.

- Section 3 required that an agreement had to be reached with the duly authorized
officials of the village of Medara, by which the village is obligated to adopt and
enforce a zoning ordinance that complies with standards prescribed by the
Secretary for the purpose of preserving the historic character of Medora and
affording a park-like setting in the vicinity of the park and the entrance thereto.

- Section 4 authorized the expenditure of not to exceed $100,000 for the
construction of these facilities.

Public Law 95-625, Nationa! Parks and Recreation Act of 1978, approved November 10,
1978.

- Section 301 revised the boundaries of the North Unit, adding approximately 146
acres and deleting approximately 160 acres as generally depicted on maps
numbered 387 /80,020 dated July 1977.

- Section 401 designated 29,920 acres of the park as wilderness, as depicted on
maps numbered 387-20,007-E and dated January 1978, to be known as the
Theodore Roosevelt Wilderness.

- Section 610 changed the name of Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park
to Theodore Roosevelt National Park.

The Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.) provides the primary authority for protecting
and enhancing the nation’s air quality. Section 118 of the Act requires the park to comply
with federal, state, and local air pollution control requirements. In 1877, Congress
amended the Act to prevent the significant deterioration of air quality in clean air areas of
the United States, including Theodore Roosevelt National Park. The federal land manager
(the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, by delegation from
the Secretary of the Interior) and the park superintendent have an affirmative responsibility
under the Act to protect the air quality-related values of the park from air pollution
impacts. Air quality-related values include visibility, plants, animals, soils, water quality,
historic and cultura! resources, and any other resource that could be impacted by air
poliution.

The park was designated as a mandatory class | clean air area under the 1977

Amendments, which means that very littie additional air poliution beyond baseline
concentrations will be permitted in and around the park. Under this designation,
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maximum aliowable increases in particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide
have been established as follows:

Pollutant Maximum Allowable Increase
‘ ‘(micrograms per cubic meter)

Particulate Matter:
Annual geometric mean 5
Twenty-four-hour maximum 10

Sulfur dioxide:

Annual arithmetic mean 2
Twenty-four-hour maximum 5
Three-hour maximum 25

Nitrogen dioxide:
Annual arithmetic mean 2.5

In Section 169A, Congress declared a national goal of preventing future and remedying
existing visibility impairment in class | areas in which the impairment resuits from man-
made air poliution. The federal land manager has certified to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) that there is existing visibility impairment within the park caused
by uniform haze. EPA has published regulations that require states to develop programs
to make reasonable progress toward the national goal, but the reguiations primarily
address visibility impairment that is reascnably attributable to a specific source or smail
group of sources. The Park Service will continue to work closely and cooperatively with
the EPA and the state to ensure development of emission control strategies needed to
gliminate existing and prevent future visibility impairment in Theodore Roosevelt National

Park.

The Little Missouri River has been declared navigable by the state of North Dakota, who
also claim its water and submerged land to the high-water mark. In a 1991 U.S. District
Court decision, the court rejected North Dakota's claim of ownership to the riverbed
concluding that the state had not proven that the Little Missouri was a navigable stream
at statehood and that the state therefore does not automatically own the entire riverbed.
Ownership of any particular portion of the bed depends on the specific land conveyances
that have been made over the years. An appeal by the state is in progress. The National
Park Service manages the sections of river within the park, involving the state in any
management or operational decisions concerning the Littie Missouri. The state has
designated the river as a State Scenic River. This designation is compatible with the
National Park Service management objectives for those sections of river within the park.
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The Park Service is required to maintain and clear the snow from the East River Road,
from the Medora entrance to the north boundary of the South Unit for use by ranchers
living adjacent to the park.

On August 28, 1980, a wilderness reevaluation of the park’s South Unit was submitted to
comply with the 1978 House of Representatives committee report, which requested the
Secretary of the Interior to reconsider his position on the wilderness acreage designated
in the South Unit. To date no additional lands have been designated.

On February 20, 1981, the state of North Dakota signed into law House Bill No. 1208,
which is an act to cede to the United States concurrent criminal jurisdiction on lands
within Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Prior to this time, the United States exercised
proprietary jurisdiction over the park.

Agreements and Permits

Cooperative Fire Control Protection Agreement between Little Missouri National
Grasslands of North Dakota (USDA Forest Service), concerning suppression of fires
oceurring in or threatening Nationa! Park Service and USDA Forest Service lands, dated
July 1973. Renewed January 30, 1980, through January 29, 1885. Reaffirmed March
1986; expired April 1, 1931, Revised April 17, 1991; expires April 1, 1996.

Cooperative Agreement for Structural Fire Protection between the National Park Service,
the State Historical Society of North Dakota, and the Village of Medora dated July 1973.
Renewed March 3, 1983, through March 2, 1888. Renewed again in December 1988 for
five years; expires December 1, 1993.

Agreement to use property between National Park Service and State Department of
Health for air monitoring station and ali related equipment, dated August 20, 1975.

Memorandumn of Understanding between the National Park Service, Theodore Roosevelt
National Park, and the USDA Forest Service for construction of fences around the
boundary of the South Unit of the park, dated August 24, 1984.

Memorandum of Deputization Agreement between the National Park Service and
McKenzie County, North Dakota, dated August 1, 1976. Reaffirmed February 1988;
expires February 1993.

Memorandum of Deputization Agreement between Bilings County and Theodore
Roosevelt National Park, beginning August 31, 1979, ending September 1, 1984.
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Reaffirmed January 1987; expired January 1, 1991. Reaffirmed October 15, 1991; expires
September 30, 1996.

Agreement between the National Park Service and Theodore Roosevelt Nature and
History Association, dated March 9, 1978, renewed October 1, 1982. Again renewed
December 3, 1988; expires December 1993.

Concession permit between the National Park Service and Peaceful Valley Trail Rides,
Inc., for saddle horses, buckboard rides, and vending machine for a period from
January 1, 1988, to December 31, 1992 (CP 1540-001-88).

Concession permit to Theodore Roosevelt Nature and History Association to provide
vending machine soft drinks at the North Unit of the park, and common varieties of
photographic film at Painted Canyon, for the period from October 1, 1990, to September
30, 1994 (LP-THRO-0002-20).

Special Use Permit to Midstate Telephone Company from November 1973 to June 2003.
Special Use Permit to McKenzie Electric Cooperative for services to North Unit.
Special Use permit to West Plains Electric Cooperative for service to South Unit.

Protective Oil and Gas Lease by Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land
Management/National Park Service and Amerada Hess Corporation to directionally drill
and produce wells under Theodore Roosevelt National Park to nine parcels with five wells,
dated 1975.

Memorandum of Understanding regarding the reintroduction of elk to Theodore Rooseveit
National Park between National Park Service, United States Forest Service and the North
Dakota Game and Fish Department, is currently awaiting revision based on the soon-to-
be-released state elk management plan and the revised park natural resource
management plan.

Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation and communications on development
and issues affecting land managers in Southwestern North. Dakota between Theodore
Roosevelt National Park, Bureau of Land Management and USDA Forest Service. Signed
September 30, 1988; expires September 30, 1893.
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RESOURCES

Cultural Resources

Theodore Roosevelt National Park preserves a variety of cultural resources that
complement the natural resources and contribute to the significance of the park. The
Elkhorn Ranch site was in part responsible for the park’s inclusion in the National Park
System. At the time that Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park was established in
1947, the Maltese Cross Cabin, Roosevelt’s first ranch cabin, was the property of the
North Dakota Historical Society and was located in Bismarck and thus was not included
in the park proposal. The site of Theodore Roosevelt’s second ranch, the Elkhorn, was
the major link between the proposed park and the man who it memorialized. In 1959, the
Maltese Cross Cabin was transferred to the National Park Service and relocated next to
the park headquarters. (The original site of the cabin, 7 miles south of Medora, is not
part of the park and is in private ownership.) The cabin and the Elkhorn site are
important cultural resources and are instrumental to the visitors’ understanding of
Theodore Roosevelt’s experiences in the badlands and to preserving a portion of the
badlands as a national park.

The park contains 12 historic structures that are included on the List of Classified
Structures; at least 61 historic sites associated with the ranching and homesteading days;
over 214 known prehistoric archeological sites; and approximately 2,300 cultural objects
that have been accessioned into the park’s museum collection. Historic resources in the
North Unit of the park include structures and buildings of CCC vintage and traces of the
Long X Cattle Trail (contained in a corridor approximately 4-1%2 miles in length and of
undetermined width). In the South Unit of the park are the Maltese Cross Cabin, the East
Entrance Station (an Emergency Relief Administration Act structure) and the Peaceful
Valley Ranch, which dates to the late 1880s.

Originally, ali of Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. In 1982, the park was removed from the register, an action
that reflected the shift in management emphasis from that of a historic area to that of a
natural area, and also the change in the park’s name. Nominations of individual
properties were prepared in 1984 and are being readied for submittal to the state. To
date, no nominations of archeologicai sites (with the exception of the Eikhorn Ranch site)
have been prepared, despite the fact that one professional archeologist has suggested
that at least 12 of the known prehistoric sites may be eligible for inclusion in the National
Register.

A three-year comprehensive archeological survey of Theodore Roosevelt National Park
was completed in 1989 to satisfy development planning, resource management, and
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interpretive needs, and to fulfill legislative and policy mandates. Besides the discovery
and evaluation of previously unknown archeological resources, known historic and
prehistoric resources were documented and evaluated during the survey. The survey
resulted in 269 recorded cultural resource sites, of which 214 are prehistoric or historic
Native American, 61 are historic Anglo-American and 6 are both historic and prehistoric.

Park historic structures have received reactive maintenance, and to some degree,
preventative maintenance in the past. A Preservation Maintenance Plan, which specifies
critical, necessary, and cyclic maintenance prescriptions for the historic structures was
completed in 1885. Varying degrees of deterioration to nearly all historical structures is
evident. The North Unit Overiook Shelter, formerly in notably poor condition, was
rehabilitated in 1986 using the prescription from the Preservation Maintenance Plan. The
smalt CCC picnic shelter at Squaw Creek was rehabilitated in 1991 using park operating
funds. Reguiar funding of a cultural cyclic maintenance program is needed in order to
implement the preservation procedures described in the plan.

The Maltese Cross Cabin is on the floodplain of the Little Missouri River, and is
occasionally threatened by flooding. Flood protection is provided by emergency
sandbagging and diking. Permanent diking of the South Unit Headquarters area
(including the Maltese Cross Cabin) is proposed in the General Management Plan. The
Maitese Cross Cabin and park curatorial storage area are each protected by fire and
intrusion alarm systems, but lack fire suppression systems.

In general, the historic objects are in fair condition and are documented by the museum
records system. However, inadequate staffing and funding have precluded adequate
maintenance of museum objects. Recordation of 3,000 museum objects to new museum
standards has accomplished Approximately 400 new collections await accessioning.

The existing storage lacks humidity controls and space. Many of the objects are housed
year-round in the Maitese Cross Cabin, which lacks temperature and humidity controls,
and is subject to dust and other deteriorating factors, including light. Approximately 22
boxes of artifacts from the Elkhorn Ranch archeological investigations are currently stored
at the Midwest Archeological Center and are in need of stabilization. The parkwide 1987-
1988 archeological survey produced artifacts that need to be catalogued and stored in

the park. The former North Unit Visitor Center building was recently moved to Medora

(June 1991) and when retrofitted, the basement will be used for curatorial storage.

At present, due to difficult access, the Elkhorn Ranch Unit is lightly visited and has
received minimal impact from visitors. Adjacent oil development has not untit recently
impacted the site. One wel! is currently visible and audible from the Elkhorn Unit and
additional leasing of public minerals and development of private interests will shortly occur
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within the immediate proximity of the ranch site. The Billings County bridge and road
improvement planned near the Elkhorn Unit has been delayed pending a Section 404
permit from the Corps of Engineers and then a right-of-way permit from the State
Historical Board. That action is ongoing in mid-1991. The probabile location of this bridge
and the resulting increases in traffic will undoubtedly affect the management of this site,
as well as the visitation to it.

The cultural resources of Theodore Roosevelt National Park and the associated
management problems are more fully described in the park’s Cuftural Resource
Management Plan.

Natural Resources

Local variations in geology, soil and topography along the Little Missouri River have
created an abrupt scenic contrast to the gentle rolling pancrama of the northern Great
Plains. Colorful sandstones, siitstones, and clays interspersed with beds of iignite--some
of which have burned, baking the overlaying clays into bright pink to deep purple "scoria’-
-have been sculptured into a landscape of seemingly infinite variety. The badlands
formations are rich in fossils of Paleccene forests and swamp life including petrified trunks
of giant Metasequoia and remains of ancient alligators. Under the influence of today's
climate, the park is mantled by a rich and diverse mosaic of plant communities that
provide habitats for an equally diverse variety of animal life.

Approximately 500 species of vascular plants are found in the park. While the majority
of plants are typical of those found in the rolling plains of the Missouri Plateau, species
of the southwestern desert and Great Basin régions as well as from the boreal forest are
represented here. A total of 252 species of vertebrate wildiife are found within the park,
including 30 fish, 6 amphibians, 12 reptiles, 176 birds, and 57 mammals. Bison, mule
deer, white-tail deer, elk, pronghorn, badger, prairie dog, beaver, and coyote are among
the mammals most frequently observed. The black-footed ferret may exist in the arega;
however, no confirmed observations have been made on this species for the past
decade. A few bobcat live in the park and an occasional mountain lion sighting is
reported. The short-horned lizard extends its range into the park, and at least one
species of ant is unique to the area.

The rugged scenic beauty and abundance of wildlife species that first attracted Theodore
Roosevelt to the area still exist in essentially natural conditions. Approximately 42 percent
of the park has been designated as wilderness. Missing from the park’s fauna are the
wolf and grizzly bear. Bighorn, reintroduced to the park in 1956, declined in numbers in
the early 1980s and are being bred in captivity, with minimal success, 1o increase their
numbers for re-release.
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