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MABTER PLAY

FOR THE PRESERVATION AKD USE OF

SAGAMORE HILL HATTOMAL HISTORIC SITE

2R -

The Service thus esteblished shall

. o

&

Promote and regulate the use of.

The Federal aress kmowm as nabional
parks, monuments and reservations
hereinafter specified

By such means apd measures as
conform to the fuandamental purpose
of the saild parks, monumeats and
reservetions

Which purpose is

To conserve the scenery and the
natural snd historic objects and
the wildiife therein, and

To provide for the epjoyment of
the same im such manney and by such
meansg as shall

lzave them wnimpaired for the
enjoyment of future gemerations.

Prom sn Act to Establish a National
Park Service, Approved August 25, 1916,

Augast 1963




Foreword
Page 1

THE PARK

Twenty-nipe miles east of New York City in the gracious estate
country of the north shore of long Islend lies the small village
of Oyster Bay. A few miles east of the town, in an area where
he had vecstioned as a boy, young Theodore Foosevelt purchased
153 sores of land im 1880, Here, four years later, was to begin
the construction of his home on the land that was, by then,
known a8 Sagamore Hill,

Sagamore Hill was the permenent home of Toeodore Roosevelt aad
his family €rom the vime of its comstruction im 1884, when he
vas 26 years old, until his death in 1919. Ssgamore contipusd
to be the home of Mrs, Roosevelt and othey members of the femily
vatll her desth in 1948, During his 35 years at Sagamore Hill,
Theodore Roossvelt went forth to serve his country in the New
York Assembly, on the United States Civil Service Coumission,
25 president of Few York City's police board, as Assistant
Secrotary of the Navy, as lieutenant-Colonel of the Army in the
Spanisch Americen War, as Covernor of Wew York and, finally, as
Vice-President and President of the United States, After the
presideney, he stayed very much in the public eye during the
Bull Mooss cempaign and during World Wer I; and, he was almost
certain to be the Republican candidate for the presidency in
1920 haf he lived. _

It vas at Sagamoye that three of his children were born, where
all six of them grew up, and it was here that TR led the children
on hikes through his wooded acres or took them boatiag on the
Sound. It was at Sagomore, too, that a continuocus stream of
dignitaries came to visit the ebullient Roosevelt, and for seven

years 1t was the sumer White Houss.

The rerbling Victorlan house set amongst the open fields and woods
is the central foeus of the area. Withiu the house, in ils easy
infomality, are found the mumerous mementos, souvepirs, gifts
and commemorative objects that are se thorowghly erxblamatic of

the vigor and energy of this wnususl man. Here are found, amongst
bis lavge and widely scattered Library, the ebundant litersry
works of the meturalist, humter, world traveler, historian,
philosopher and statemmen that was Theolore Reossvelt.
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Sagamore H11ll is one of three sreas of the Hational Park System

. that Roosevelt lived in and called homs. The brownstone house

in New York City where he was born and where he spent 1) years
of his life ond his Horth Dakota ranch to which he made mmmerous
pilgrimages are rich in association with Roosewelt, but Sagemore
gbove all other places was his beloved home.

Revised September 1963
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THE MISSION
es«0F Sagomore Hill Natiomal Historic

Site is to present the story of
Theodore Rooseveld and his femily at
Sagamore Hill, related within the
combext of the significant national

events assocliated with him,

. »+0f the Hational Park Service

is to manage the Historie Si.te'so
Cthat it will fulfill its Mission

effectively and permansantly,

weneonats IO Yo/l

Assistant Divector, Design and Construction Date
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MASTER PLAN
FOR THE PRESERVATION AND USE OF
SAGAMORE HILL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
VOLUME I

Chepter 1, (bjectives and Policies

SIGIIFICANT RESOURCES

The significant resources of Sagemore Hill are compeosed of the
house, its Purnishings, the cutbulldings, the grounds and the
surrounding woodlends, These comprise the visible evidence of
the historic essemnce vwhich we are trying to reespture,

The house, an interesting exarple of Vietorlan architecture,
tells us something of the age in vhich Theodore Roosevelt lived;
signifying those Vietordan virtues of "solidity, first of all,
dignity, hospitality, comfort, the social stebllity of the
owvner, and permenence”. But it is the furnichings, the huanting
trophies, the memsntos, gifts and other memorsbilia within the
house that glves Sagamorxe Hill its distinctive flavor and
charm, for theee objects have the gbility - as few other things
eould - of giving an imteresting and intlumste insight into

the meny faceted - bud alwvays vigorous - life of Theodore
Roosevelt.

The grounds and forests signify Roosevelt's love of space, beauty
and nature and as the setting for his rambles end outdoor activ-
ities with his family, friends and the constant stream of
notables that made the pllgrimage to Sagemore Hill, they cca-
plete the significant resources of the area.

Avgust 1963
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SIGNIFICANT VALUES

The yesources of Sagsmore Hill National Historie Site translated
into human vaelues, impart to the visitor the unususl variety
snd secps of the life of one of our great historie Tigures

vho, however, seems distinetly modern and timeless as great

wen always do.

Here, against the backdrop of his home and family 1life, the
visitor will gain s heightened awereness of the remasvkable

1ife of this man, his family tregedies, his boundiess enmergy,

his remarxkeble history of public service, his inquiring mind,

his febulous energy, his love of home and family, his imbterest
in clean government and in the history of men and his imstitu-
tions, in his love of nsture and the out-of-doors, im his comeern
for the comservation of natural yesources, and a hest of other
things that mefe the man greab.
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GENERAL PRESERVATION AND USE POLICY

Public Iew 87-54T, signed July 25, 1962, authorized the estab-
lishment of Segamore Bill Natlonal Hisbtoric Site, placing aa
acreage limitation of 90 acres to be accepted by the Sseretary
as s doenation from the Theodore Roossvell Assceiation. Im
addition $500,000 was domated by the Assceiation to the National
Park Trust Fund Board ",,.for purpose of the two historic sites",
(Segamore Hill and Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace), The area
-was officlally deeded o the United States on July 8, 1963.

Sagemore Hil1 had been operated from Jume 16, 1953 umbil its
transfer to the Federal govermment by the Theodore Roosevelt
Assoeintion as a house musexm., This has included gulded and
self-guiding tours of the various rocms of the house; and
several rooms on the third floor have been devoted to exhibits
relating 40 meubers of the Roosevelt family. No pavrticuisy
developments have been undertaken to interpret the growmds
other then a traill to the pet cemetery.

The manper in which Segemore Hill has been maintained, refurbished
and interpreted is a eredit o the Association and its staff.
Development hes been limited to a county access roed, parking
area, canteen, gift shop, paths and modest landseape plantings,
The ice house has been converted to a comfort station, and
changes within the house ineciuwde provisica for administrative
efflee space. Some of the outbuildings are used for purposes
other than those for which they were orlginally built.

In plamning for the presgrvation and wse of Segemore Hill, the
fational Park Serviee wlll restrict modern intrusive develop-
ments to the minfsum needed to handle visitation efficiently im
texms of road access, visiter parking, visitor orientation and
eamfort facilities, concessions and fool access. To the extent
that these developments can be removed or screensed from the
historie scene, the Mission of the Service will be furthered.

This emphasizes the importance of comsidering the acguisition ‘61 @m{;"ﬁﬁ Lo
“[Ef the W. Emlen Roosevelt property, adjacent to Ssgamore Hil1, et

85 & sitg¢]/for park develomment. This would eccord with the
general preservation and use policy of preservimg andfor restoring
and reconstrueting Segmmore Hill to appreximete its condition
during the historic period.

Angust 1963
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Interpretation of Sagamoye Hill will be expended to include not
only the houss but the grounds and, to make use of exhibilts,
andio-visual techniques snd other interpretive methods as
rasserch warrants., Restoration of the grounde to their genersl
appearance during the historic period will give grester validity
to their interpretstion.

The inclusion of Old Orxchard im the lands deeded te the United
States by the Theodore Roosevelt Associstion poses the preblem
of i1ts use, The mamzion and grounds of 3.86 scres were carved
from that part of the Roosevelt estate contalning the orchard,
0ld Orchard was built by Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., who was, in
his own right, o person of considersble historic importance.

The msnsion has been wnoccupied sinee 1960, but it is structurally
sound and well meintained. It chould be used for sdministretive
and museum purposes. Thls would inciude storage of museun
specluens and exhibits on the Roosevelt fenlly such as are
presently housed on the third floor of Sagamore HIll,

The concessions presently found et Sagamwore HKill (a conteen and
gift shop) serve an important funmetion, and they should be rain-
tained snd operszited by a non-profit organisetion such as the
Theodore Roosevelt Association. They chould, however, be removed
from the present location as bemg inconsistent with the over-all
preservabion and use poliey,

Sezamore Hill is = wood and br’ick structuze susceptible to fire
damags. In addition it contains pricseless furnichings, ¢bjects
and memorzbilia that could not be replaced once lost, whether
through fire, theft or eny other camse. The mansion abt 014

Orchard end the existing or projected visitor and staff accomnow
dations also require adequate fire protection as do the meadows

and Porests of Sagamore Hill, These Pacltors indlcate the necesslity
of a carefully conceived plan of fire and theft proiection.

Continued study on bowndary matters will be necessary: to deter-

mine how the “estate type" atrmosphere of Sagamore Hill can be T

perpetuzted; to deecide iF, or how much, exira land should be
acquired to permit removal oFf present mederrm intrusive develop-
ments from the grounds of Bagamore Hill; and to make certain
any inholdings within the present houndary are scgquirved.

EAS

Iugust 1963
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GUIDELINES

Te

Sagomwre Bill - the house, grounds and forest - shall be
preserved or restored as nearly as possible as 1t was
during the historic period, consistent with the needs of
development, protection end visitor use.

The interpretive thems shell be the story of the 1life of
Theodore Roosevelt and his family at Sagemore Hill.

Interpretation will be primarily as en exhibit - in plece
with preliminary orientation mad backgrowad information

at o visivor conteset station supplemsnted by personal
services, park litersture, self-guiding trails and other
pertinent interpretive methods, inmcluding museum treatwent
at 0ld Orehard.

An interpretive trail system, commemorative of Theodore
Roosevelt's love of nature and his perambulations with
his children end friemds cn the estate, thall be esteblished.,

Operation of the arean to suggest the famming and cutdoor
activities Thepdore Roosevelt engaged in shall be con-
sidered as paré of the preservation and resterstion complex.

Maxking or partial or complete reconstruction of the stable,
the lodge, emd the baxm; Mrs. Roosevelt's garden bouse

the gardern and other missing structures and festures shall
be eomsidered following edequate historical research.

Existing outbudldings, in plaece during the presidentlel
years such as ¢he ice house, shall be returned to thelr
original use cgmdition during that time,

Eventual reloegiion of the present necessary pavking ares

and concession buildings shall be effected in connsciion
with future grownds restoration,

Angust 1963
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Sagemore Hill will be a day-use ayes with no provision for
genersl camping or piemicking. Ilimited cutdoor luncheon
faeilities will be provided, primarily for school groups.

Boy Seout carming in the woods of the estate (a traditienal
use during Theodore Roosevelt's time} will be continued at
a controlled site but restricted primavily to those local

groups that have used 1t im the past s¢ as to prevent undus

detexrioration of the grounds.

Tae Poone and Crockett Club (founded by Theodore Roosevelt)
ghall continue %o use the Gun Roum at Samgemore Hill for
their library, pessessions and msmorsbilis umnder a documented
cooperative agreement.

The Advisory Commitiee from the Theodore FRoosevelt Memorial
Association shall be comnsulted on matters relating to the
preservation, development end mensgement of Sagasmorze Hill
Hational Historic Site in socordance with the Act,

A program of comprehensive researceh will be instituted which
will make possible the recreation and interpretation of the
way of life at Sagemore Hill. Speelsl emphasis will be
placed on an oral history project.

The progran of cataloguing, storage end carxe of museun objects
and historical records shall be contimved and enlarged.

014 Oxchard will be developed primarily for visitor use,
including provision as practicoble for musswa exhibits,
an andio-visusl room, library and pask offices, with use
for guarters limited to the rear wing,

Adeguate protection for the site chall be provided to guard
azainst fire, theft snd vandaliem,

An admission charpe will be made Por emtrance to the Bite.

Housing for the staff will be provided as circumstances
warpand.,

The Site will function initially wnder publiched delegntions
of suthority as & Grouwp A" organizaticsm,

fugust 1963
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Section A, Park Origin ond Lond Status

Fpliowing the dsath of Theodore Roosevelt in 1919, Mrs, Roosgvelt
eontinued to live at Sagmmora Eill for nearly 30 years, After her
pascing, the house, its comteats emd the Roosevelt sstate of 83
acres were purchased by the Roosevelt Memorisl Association, now the
Theodere Roosevelt Assecelation. Since that time, the Assceiztion
has placed asbestos shingles on the roof, imstalled & fire alawm
system and modern heating pleasts, repainted, replastersd and repspered
the house and have ganerally dome an exeellsnt job., COperated as a
house miseum by the Association, the area was develcoped for publie
vigitation by the eonsirustion of the present entrance road, parking
field, canteen and souvenir shop.

In Decamber of 1960, Mr. Oscar $. Streus, President of the Theodore
Foopevelt Association wrote te Dirgctor Wirth asking for a diseussion
of the Ascocletion’s turning over of Sagamore Hill and Theodore
Hoosevelt Birthplace to the Hationsl Park Service., Following various
discussions and & Dield lonvestigation reporit, the ares was recommended
for inclusion inm the Hetional Park System. Iegislabion was intro-
duced vhich came to fruition during the BTth Congress and was signed
iato law by President Kemnedy om July 25, 1962.

The legiclation ealled for not more tham Q0 aseres of land to be aequired
by the Federsl govermment by donstion from Theodore Roosevelt Assceiation.
It further provided that ".,.the National Park Trust Fund Board may
aceept from the Theodore Roosevelt Assoeiaztion $500 ,000 and such
additional amounts as the Assceiation may tender from tiue to time...”,
this money being used oply for the purposes of the twe historle sites
establiched pursuant to this Aet, However, nothing in the Act limits

the anthority of the Secreitary of the Interioy under other provisions

of law to aceept in the name of the United Stalas denstions of properiy.

Upon tramsfer of the above londs and moaney, the Secretsry of the Interior
is directed to establich Sagemore Hill and Thecdors Roossvelt Birthplace
National HBletorie Sites, Establishment tock place on .

Included within the proposed boundaries is the Sugewore Fill Read, owned
end madntained by Hassau County.
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Beetion B, Viecinity Dats

Segamore Hill Natlonal Historic Site lies in the incorporated town
of Cove Neck, Nassau County, Few York on the north shore of long
Island- near 1ts western end. Cove Neck is a completely residential,
estate~class town. The nearest commerelal facilities are ab Oyster
Bay, a distamce of 2.8 miles to the west,

Sagemore Hill is 29 miles from New York City, Mamy of the visitors
would approach the area from New York City and access 1s good via

the long Island Expressway. Visitor traffic would leave the expresse
way at the Hicksville imbterchange and proceed north on State 106 to
Oyster Bay. The route from Oyster Bay over East Main Street and Cove
Road is signed. Commerciel tromsportation vie bus aud railway is
avallable to Oyster Bay. Access by boat is also possible but not g
practice,

Other Public Areas

The graves of Theedore and Mrs. Roossvell are located in the Cove Neck
Cemetery on the rosd between Segemore Hill and Oysbter Bay, .

The Audubonm Soclety has set aside a tract of land nearby as o nabture
senctuary. Recrestion facilities, privete and publie are veried and
mumercus on the wesliern end of Iong Island as one would expect from
1%s proximity to New York City. Ho atiempt is made here to emmerate
them,

Cove Neck 12 located inm an area of glaciel drift and oubwash north of
the Harbor Hill moraine vwhich traverses the north shore of long Island
in an east-west direction. The uneven and loeally precipitous nature

of this moraine has crested an imdented shorsline characterized by
nurercus coves and necks, The topography, plus these features and
proximity to New York City early made this a favorite estate ares for
wealthy New Yorkers, first as s summer playground, lster for year around
howss.
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Aside from small publiec areas the land is nearly 211 privete and is
used primarily for residential purposss, although locally removal

of sand snd pravel cccurs, Faming alse is praciiced loeally but
the important farming areas are on the flat outwash pleins generslly
to the south and east.,
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Section C, Public Use Dats

Visitation at Sagamore Hill under the Theodore Roosevelt Association
is tabulated only by paid attendance. Since there is no charge for
children under 12 and since school groups comprise sbout 15¢ of the
total visitation, it seems fair to assume thal actusl visitation

is at least twice the paid attendance. Sapamore Hill opemed on
June 16, 1953 and since that time has had a tolel paid attendance
of 5h7, 9&6 through 1962, Tais iz en average of 54,795 per year
with no pereeptible trends apparent., (See visitation graphs.)
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ANWUAL PAID VISITATION 1953% - 1062
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*Sagamore Hill opened to publie om June 16, 1953,
(Sse G-14 for explanation.)
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Teble - Statistics used in projecting 1966 monthly pald visitation are based on &
projected anmual paid visitstion of 65,000 by 1966, This projection assumes
the monthly visitation staying sbout the same with some lverease in spring
end fall tour groups. Total visitetion would increase the spring and fall

Paid Abtendsnee  ratio because of the iperease of non~paying school groups during these moaths.

10,000 e

9,000
8,000 f/ S~ [ Ty
7,000 N yd \

Ny
6,000 a4 \ )

5,000 a4 )

4,000 A - NN

3,000 L \\'\
2,000 ey ' N

Jan, Feb., Mar., JApr. Msy Jene July fug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dae,

-=-Projected 1966 monthly paid visitation based on present pald attendence.

0 .Paid attendance by month for 1962,
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WEEKLY VISITATION® - August, 1962

Paid Avtendance

500 v
oo™\
\ i
300 \
\ ,/~s:ahq¢;_~hwq///’
200 'Y pd
et
100

Sun, Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. Bat.

*Scheol groups in late spring and early fsll cause
weekday increase,
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Cumping

Boy Scout camping in the wooded area of the Roosevelt estate has been
a traditional use dating back to the time of Theodore Roosevell.

No facilities exist for camping. Anmual Seout campers total eboub
375 and use is usually during the months of May, June, Cchober amd
Hovember.

Duration of Stay

Sagamore Hill is open from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m, except during
winter (especially December and Janvary) whes the house is not open
wnbil 100 a.m. Visitation is heeviest in the afterncon during
the winter,

Visitors to Sagemore Hill come expressly to view the area, It is not
located on & wain thoroughfare. It iz a day use avea with sbout an
hour spent in the house and with additional time spent on the estate
grounds. The visitation chart shows a pealk in August with subordinate
pesks in May and October., The first represents mormsl sumer visita-
tion, the latter repressnt school, and other tour groups.

Weakly visitation during the swmer and probably dwrding the wiater

shov a predominance of weckend visitation. Veekday visitetion increases
with tour groups.

June 1963



Volume III, Section D
Natural History and
Historieal Background
Page 1

MASTER PLAN
FOR THE PRESERVATION AND USE OF

SAGAMORE HILL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Volume III, Geperal Park Information
Section D, Natural History
end Historical Background

Prepared by:  Donald V. Humplirey Date _[// /é\_jj

Haturalist (Master Flannery

ACCEPTED BY: Franklinm R. Mullaly  (By Memo.) Date 10-3-63

Superintendent

June 1963



Volume III, Bection D
Hatursl History and
Hstorical Background
Page 2

Section D, Katural Hluotory

As sn historic gres, nsiurel history is lLmportant primerily as 1t
afferts the historic theme., Sagemore Rill is lossted on a rolling
and scenle morainel landscaps overlooking long Island Sound., The
eact end of the estate is wooded with deciducus trees repiwsenting
the oak-chestnut forest type of which, of course, the chestmub is
no longer represented,

These trees are large and the forest setting is attractive, CShrmibs,
herbs and flowering plants ocour., Wildlife consists of forest birds
of considerable variety both as residents and migrants, and water-

fowl and shore binds are found along Cold Spring Harbor, Sguirrels and
cottontalls occur and were hunted by Thecdore Roosevelt as a boy,

He was familiar with all of these festures and led his childrenm snd
guests on jewnbts, afoot and on horseback; through the woods to the
harbor. It is in this Llight that the naturel history is significant.

History

History is the erix of Theodore RBooseveld Natlonel Historiec Site. The
visible evidences of historieal importance asre the Roosevelt House

at Sagemore Hill, the furnishings, books and memorebilie withim the house; ths
ice house, chicken coop, garden and other remaining features and

structures of the presidentisl era, sad the grounds and setting.

Various structures of the historic era are now gone, principally

awong which wes the stsbles.

Sagamore Hill was built by Theodore Roosevelt in 188%k-85, and remained
his permonent home until his death or January 6, 1919, From 1901
through 109 Sagemore Hill was the Swumer WVhite Houwse, and throughout
Roosevelt's eventiul life the house was a mecea for national and inters
national figures from every walk of life. The house stands today
1ittle changed from the time a helf-century ago vhen it was the home

of a distingulshed fmeriecan and his devoted femily,

Thecdore Rooseveli kmew the Oyster Bay cowntryside from boyhood., In
1874, vhen he was fifteen, his father estsblished the Panily's sumer
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residence there. The boy spent long summer vacabions exploring the
fields and woodlands en Cove Neck, the peninsula just east of Oyster
Bay, where he would one day bulld his home.

In 1880, on hie twenty-second birthday, and four momiths after hils

graduation from Harvard, Rooseveli married Alice Iee. Two momths

later he scanired the first of three deeds to s totel of 155 aeres
on Cove Heek, lLater, he sold 28 acres to his older sister, Anns,

and 32 acres t0 an aunt, keeping the belance of 95 aeres,

Roosevelt did not immediately build a home on his neviy-acguired
estate. For the next several years he read for the law, published
his Firet historical work, The Navel War of 1812, and entered the
politiecal arcns mg Republicen State Assemblymsn of the 21lst distriet.
At twenty-three he was the youngest mewber of that body.

By autuwm of 1883, Roosevelt was ready te begin the coustruetion of
the home at Cove Week. The first of the buildings, o lodge and a
stsble, were to be completed by February 1, 188k, But, before the
finsl sgreement for the construction of the malim house was signed
tragedy struck, Theodore's wife died, only hours after the birth

of their first child, a daughter. ZEarlier that same day, and in the
same house, Roosevelt's mother had died.

Determined that his ehild, Alice, should have = suitable home Rooseveld
signed a contract for comstruction of the mpin house at Cove Neek,
While the house was under construetion, iis young owner was spending
most of his time in the Badlands of the Little Missouri, working

the cabtle ranch he had established there.

When the young stockman came back East to support the Repubilcean
ecause in the election of 1884 the house at Cove Neck was not Tinished.
After Cleveland's Demoeratic victory at the polls in November,
Theodore was glad enough to get away to his fromtier home, altbough
by Christmas he was back in New York Por a heetie round of polities
and some intensive writing hefore he headed West again in April.

By swmmer he was back in Wew York and this time he retumed to a

nev home of his owa. In late Jume 1885, Roosevelt moved into the
Cove Neek house for the first time.
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The house was a solidly-bullt Viectoriam structure of frame and briek,
the wood siding on the upper floors a mustard eolor, the bricks red
and the trim green., There was room for & large family here, with
ten bedrooms on the second floor and two wmore, in additiom to the
maids' rooms, on the third. If the house was not a beautiful one,

it was roomy, comfortable, and well bullt.

In late August, with sister Anna and little Alice comfortsbly setiled
at Cove Neck, Roosevelt went back to the Badlends for lees than a
month, He was scon back in New York where he volunteered his services
in the gubernatorial econtest then getting unmder way. His politieal
activities did not prevent him from enjoying to the fullest his first
autumn in the new home at Cove Neck., Polo and hunting to hownds

gave him the action his restless body demended; and he counted a
broken arm a small priee for the pleasure he took in "Frank”, his
jumper. From time 40 time in this fall of 1885, he was seeing

FEdith Kermit Carow, whom he had known from his childhood. In Novesmber
they were seeretly engaged but set no definite marriage date. With
Baith preparing for a voyage to Burcpe and Roosevelti's departure for
the Badlonds in the spring of 1886 they were not to meet agalu for
weny months,

Roosevelt spent the spring and summer in the Bedlapds and returnsd
East in October. As he returped East from this trip an era in his
life was ending. His western days were over save for oceasionsl
hwmbing visits to the frowtier home where he had acquired so much
of the cutlook and character which would become increasingly evident
in the years of hie maturity.

Folliowing his wmsuccessful campaign for the mayoralty of New York in
the fall of 1886, Roosevelt went vo England, In London, on December 2,
1886, he married Bdith Carov, In the spring of 1887 the cowple
a,rrived at Sagamore Hill. Here, except for sbsences imposed by his
public career, the Roosevelts spent the rest of their lives., TYor

two years after his return to Sagamore H{ll Roosevell busied himself
in writing and in playing host to the scores of visitors from every
walk of life who were attracted to the young sguire of Sagamore Hill,
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The life of a country gentleman 444 not last long, for in 1889
Roosevelt wes named a member of the United States Civil Service
Commission, the Pilrst mejor step inm a life of distinguished publie
serviee, Throughout his eareer--as President of the Police Commission
of the City of New York, as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, as
iieutenant Colonel of the famed Rough Riders, as Governor of New
York, as Viee President, end as Chlef Executive, Sagamore Hill was
the home to which TR always returmed. It wes on the wide plazza

of Segemore Hill that Roosevelt was formally notified of his noming-
tions ss Covernor of Hew York im 1898, as Vice President in 1900,
and as President in 190k, Of Sagamore Hill, Roosevelt, in 1906,
vrote to his daughter Ethel:

After 211, fond as I am of the White House and much though
I have eppreciated these years in 1t, there isn't any place
in the world like home--Sagamore Hill, where things are our
own, with our own associations, and vhere it is real eountry.

At Sagamore Hill were born three Roosevelt children of his second
wgrriage: Theodore, Jr., Kermit, and Ethel. The youmger sous,
Archibald snd Quentin, were borm in Washington.

It was as the Summer White House that Sagsmore Hill became best kunown
to the American pecple. The doings of the Roosevelts and their kin,
apd the comings and goings of national and international figures
f{1led reams of copy filed by the correspondents vho maintained e
summeyr vigil at Segamore Hill. The President himself could freqguently
be seen joining the children in their games or taking the boys for

a hike or a swim, chopping wood, riding horseback, or striding across
the fields and through the woods he loved. Oceasionally there would
be a mournful procession of children, led by the President and Mrs.
Roosevelt, to the small anima) cemetery to lay away a family pet,

Not only was Sagamore Hi1l the center of the day-by-day administra-
tion of the country’'s affeirs during the swmer, bub it had more than
its chare of dramatic events of pational and internstional importance.
One was on the August day in 1905 when Roosevelt met separately the
envoys of warring Russia and Japen in the library at Sagamore Hill,
end then brought them face-to-face to imaugurate the conference that
ended in the Treaty of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on September 5, 1905.
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With Roosevelt's retlirement from office, and vhen his cawpaigning days
were over, Sagamore Rill became more thon ever the sanctuary of the
devoted family. Even out of office Colomel Roosevelt held & high
place in the hearts and councils of his counbtyrymen, From Sagamore
Hill, in the twilight of his life, he pressed for American preparedness
in the world conflict that had broken cub in the swmer of 1914,

When fmeriea did go 1m, Roosevelt saw his four soms go to the fromt .
while he himself went to Washington to rouse the nation Tor the task:
ghead.

The war brought Roosevelt his greatest personal tragedy vhen his young
son Quentin, an alvmen, erashed to his death behind Cermen lines.

The blow of Guentin's death, added to infirm health brought on by a
near brush with death in his expedition to Brazil in the winter of
1013-1%, was teking & heavy toll of the once-rcbust Teddy. Even thea
he was copsidered by many to be the certain Republican candidate,

and inevitable victor, in the 1920 election. Death deereed o-bhemise.
On January 6, 1619, Roosevelt died peacefully in his sleep at the age
of sixty.

Archeology

Ho important archeological remains of the prehistoric or aboriglnal
eres 6re knowm ©o occur. Archeology is of importemee, however, in
aseertaining the loecation of certain structures of the historic perled.

Status of Research

A good deal of research has been doue on the life of Thecodore Roosevelt,
and much 1s known of his life at Sagawore Hill, Tals is so beecause

of the comparative vecency of his life and beesuse of the muserous
documentary devices that were in use by the time of his life., Photo-
graphs, movies, tremscripts of records, deeds, ete., ete,, make possible
very deteiled research.

Tn cpite of the gbove, much research is needed to properly interpret
the area. We need to know the arrongement and content of the various
rocms, We need 1o know more gbout TR's activities at Sogamore. We
need to know the location, shape and purpese of varicus cutbuildings
and Teatures now altered or destroyed. ALl these and others are
necessary Lo assure the best possible job of interpretation,
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Baction E, Protection

Vegetative Cover

The grounds of Sagawore Hill are in meadows, lawns and forest. The
house itself is surrounded by landsecsgped lawns, set in meadows with
woods primarily in the Smith's Field area and at the eastern end of
the property. The forest is declduous and composed of several species
of vhich varicusg caks are the wost important,

Foreast Fire Control

Foreat fires sre a danger usually only during the dry spring period, or
possibly in the fall, when leaves are dry. No fires have oecurred
during the ten years the area has been sdministered by the Theodore
Roosevelt Association.

Building Fire Control

Building fire protecticn is provided for by an alawym system installied
by the Great American Fire Imsurance Company. A pump house and an
100,000 gellon storage tavk cen supply water et the rate of 500 galion
per minute., In case of emergency, there is direct combtact with the
local Tirve departments through the fire protection system.

Forest Insects and Diseasas

The above are not known to present any problems at the present.

Grazing and Browsing Control

These are not pertinent at present and would not be unless mllk cows
or other domestic stock ere introduced into the interpretive program.
Roosevelt had several cows at Sageomore Hill.

Soil and Moisture Conservetion

This is not generally a problem and might be in the future only in
connection with trall construction and Eoy Seout Camping., The
latter is practiced at the crest of a hill and has resulted in
deaudation of understory vegetation. Correction would be in terms
of administrative and developmental decisions.
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Other Vegetation Projection or Related Comservation

In restoring the grounds to the approximate state of the presidential
years will require removael of certain interim landscaping develop-
wents which are foreign to the Roosevelt era,

Jupe 1963



Volume III, Bection F
Coneceseions and COther

Agencies
Page 1

MASTER PLAN
FOR THE PRESERVATION ARND USE OF

SAGAMORE HILL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Volume III, Ceneral Park Informaticn
Section F, Concesslons and Other Agencies

Prepared by: Domald W, HWKZW@ Date //é/é v

“Waturaiist (Master Plianner)

ACCEPTED BY: Franklin R, Mullaly (By Memo.) Date  10-3-63

Superintendent

June 1963



Volume III, Sectiorn F
Coneessions and Other
Agencies

Page 2

Seeticn ¥, Concessions snd Other Agencles

Concesalons

The Theodore Roosevelt Assoclsticn, a non-profit organization, presently
uns & swmall cawteen and souvenir shop. These ave the only eoncessions.,
The conteen serves sandwiches and light snacks only. Plenic tables

ave supplied adjeacent to - and for the use of - pabtrons of the

canteen,

Services Provided Oubside of Park

All other visitor services are provided owtside of the park., Stores
and eafes occur in Oyster Bay. Overnight sccommodations are found iun
several places in the gemeral vieinidy.
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