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The service thus estacliashed shall
+ YPromote and regulats the use of

« The Pederal areas known as Netional Farks,
monuments, arnd reservations

3y such means and measures aa conform o
the fundamertal purypose of the sald parks,
monuments, and reservations

dhick purpose is

+ To -~onserve the scenery and the natural ard
hi oric oblects and the wildiife thereir, and

+ Tn ;rovide for the enjoyment of the seume in
such manrer and by such meana as ahall

leave them unimpaired for the onjoyment of
future generations
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Foravord

THY V.I33I0N

Bocky Mountain National Park -
its Miselon s to afford opportunities for
visitors to cbserve and appreclate an outatand-
ingly scenic and scientifically interesting
portion of the Colorsdo Rockies and to exper .ence

the wilderness character of {ts rugged landscape.

The Naticnal Fark 3ervice -

its Mission !s to preserve and manage Rocky
Mountain National Park in such a manrer that

the natural phenomena will be conserved for all
time and to provide for the use and enjoyment

of the sane.

Approved:

Director Date
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Forevord

THE _PABK

The seemingly limitlese expanse of the central Great Plains 1s
interrupted on its westward margin by the craggy upthrust of the
Colorado Rockies. At the crest of thess mountalinus, in the Front
Range of north-centrsl Colorado and spanning the Continental Divide,

lies Rocky Mountain National Park,

The sastern entrances to the Park are approximstely 20 air miles
from the plains snd 65 rosd miles from Denver. Three natlonal
forests and the 3hadcw Mountain hstionul Recreatlon Arwa nearly
surround the Park. Being the closest of she “igh mountaln parks

to the populous Midwest, Rocky Mountais has long been & popular
soenic attraction for travelers from that region. With the expand-
ing growth of the Denver mstropolitan ares and the neardy valley
towns, the Park will continue to receive a proportionats increase
in all-year use. The increased interest in winter aotivities has

created a new msjor use of the area.

e 410 square miles of the Park comprise a superlative Jssesblage
of natural features charscteristic of the 200-mile~long Pront Rangs.
The lofty and rugged scenery is rmong the most inspiring and diversi-
fied in the southern Rocky Mountains., The entire Park ls mountainous,
ranging in elevation from apout 7,800 feet to over 14,000 feet.
Interspersed among the many craggy Peeks are broad glacial valleys,
rugged gorges and cirques, sperkling alpine lakes, and plunging
streams of crystal-clear vater. Perpetual snovwfields lie on

many of the higher mountains and canyon walls. 3mall glaciers
persist at the heads ol soms sheltered gorges. Forests o’ pine,
fir, spruce, and eapen cover the mountiin alopes to an eluvation

of about 11,000 feet, and irterspersed are luah, flowered meadows.
Above the treeline, the mountain ridges and summaits are sither bare
and rocky or covered with carpets nf dvarfed alpine plants called
tundra. The Park is s sanctuary feor wvildlife, including the wapiti,
mule desr, bighorn sheer, and heaver. The climste 1s characterised
by cool summers with frequent thunderstorms and relatively cold
vinters with moderate snowfall and vesterly winds.

The intensively used Trail Ricge Road, orossing the lark east and
weat as a link on U, 8, Highway 34, is well known as ons of the
most scenic drives in America. #rom this roaed, wvhich for about 12
miles runs above treeline, many of the Park's features can be sesn
either close by or in the distance. With only 112 miles of public
roads in the Park, most of the area is preserved as wilderness
made accessible by more than 300 miles of trails.
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. “;*ﬁiffffgut P Pr&nti’ax '

' !0¢ky Kaansnin !nttoaax !ark i legsted in north catﬁral
| éoxerado. xoag th conttno:ttx btvidn. in Grc:i. La!t:cr.
~ and Boultnr cou:tict. ru. P;rx xtus in “ovnnhtpc 2. ). k.
1f}, 6 aul 1 lnrth. !sng-u 1!. 73. rh. 15 and 16 2cat of
""}fuuc ot un uuucu h&r’n*

on thc :orsh sad 30'66' on tha nouth ;at.bttvocu 1::;1036«

105°53' on the vest.

The rnrk aan ba ratohod rron tho east vis Eighvay u s. 35.
" Pyom the south, visitors urrtvc vis Colorsdo State Routes
66 and 7. All these routes are direectly accessidble from
nain morth amd south Highvays U.S5, 287, 87, and 85, mnd
Interstate 25. From the vest, visitors reach the Park
over U.8. 34k frem Transcoatinental Route U.8. k0. Direct
access from the vest to the sasters section of the
Setionasl Park is afforded during the peried of late May
through lste Oatober via Trail Ridge Rosd. Durimg periods
of heavy snov, Trail Ridge Road is elosed, Access to the
asorthvest portion of the Park Las recently Dbeen provided
by the U.B, Forest Bervice, from ihe FYort Collins ares,
terasinating st La Poudre Pass, sdjacent to the Park

voundary. This graded azcess road i expected to greatly




1afluence 1he travel vithin this ares,

banvat. cozera(c, ‘3 Ill‘t ia‘tht sauthstntg nac ey

[Ghircntts “?ousut‘ 96 -txca te the ttrthtﬁﬁtg eror tht

"”lucatont ;annarcitz atriine servisen or ntjtr tiflittc. o

f:‘ bcuvcr is ¢c311ttd by V!1°ﬁ "“f$" “'xi"‘*

”20;.&: :nt lunt¢—r&; celartta tal aouthcfat ¢hictt!g naat

T “f;g;f,um: ane kutt’hi h&m M te Greads ifnt | acn“» A

'“jﬁiicago, l&rl&a:t:n and Qniscr Rntlrotcs,‘

| ﬂltﬁl Pasifie ;zsvtdqn r&tx torvtec bctvccn Dcnvnr sad

vcao:tauG vith 3u¢sqagor ant freight stopn nt arotlcy cad

_Pcrt Go&lina. o

L

Colorade cﬁc»éhaihorn provides reil servise bdetvesa Deaver

and Cheyenne vith passenger and freight stops at Loagmoat

and Loveland, with freight ealy to Lyons.

248¢ Oreyhound snd Comtinental Traflwvays Bus Lines proe

vide econnessions &t Denmver, Loveland aad Grandy.

Coanections to Estes Park are made from Deanver, Oresley,
Fort Collins, and Lengmont vith the varieus travel media

by the Colorado Transportation Cempany.

Reatal cars are available in Estes Perk.




‘Estes Park
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| ttst cr the Park, the Great !lciua orfor

- ttrihtg; ecnsrast %o the mousntainous terrais fousnd at

Rosky Mountain north anmd B0uth, the country is nueh the

Same a5 that {n the Park,

Forests of pine, fir, spruee, snd

88pen sover the mouatsin slopes; interspersed are lush,

flovered meadovs,

Adove tres line, slopes are sither dare

And roeky or covered with carpess of dvarfed alpiae plante

eallied Sundra,




The o&tnct. of thu P;rk gaacr&&ly #itttxs f:tn tho nrtun.
tf lavor nlcvsSttnc vzt\ taex unnutrs. rrngyaat tkuutvr-' -

| itoru-, tnt rtxti!vmlr ec&t-vt:tirt vtth wtlaratt lanvu

H*talx .tl atroug tctttrlx s&nln.‘

taadt tdancoxt td tho Purk are )tstuntautoiy

’Q‘trllly cvnut lld c¢n$ntttcrta b: tho U.n. rarc:t 3‘?*2.‘;

viti iatcr ffrst srttutt hﬁlgttiix A;)raxillt&ly iaap -

A': thirt tf thc llata tl&:g th: !ark bﬁaalnrr n:t anbjtst tc

’rivttg ﬁovcxapgcnt,':ut(sytttanr. ua:ucrcttg.gsptlbtq.“

’ !§0 urncn adnintattrcé roicrnlxy ;ro open to rocrtttioanl

. used ua:h Y3 :iahlag. huuitn; and iltpilla nul .;tcnntvo

ra:tn; ynzizti ave. tﬁtﬂ(ﬁ ta» fi

areaa. &ogcts; ogcrut:eas are :tatu;x. Rtsaiau of 0&!&:

nining a;crntiouu are evident 1n_th¢tg areas, but this s

pot & faetor mov.

AR Adjasent te tha Park oa thoe Vestera

Blope of ihc ebtt£l¢atul Divide and unécr u&u!tintrttlvt
juristdiction of Rosky Mouatsin National Park 1is 8hedov
Mountain Xational Recreasion Area. This area provides
boating, tilhia;, svinning, camping, end jtentaktng
facilities. Pikes Peak, Garden of the Gods, Lookout Moun=
sain, NS, Evaas, Cheysnae Houataim, Cave nf Yhe Winds, and

Mount of the Rcly Cross are all vell knowve seenie attraetionns,

rmrau ;ma




?‘f‘tmu. B

:?533"2‘ ergax‘ s:t ccutstz e‘sr*ittas fﬁ;é

’elhcr ;ro:iulal arcts ef zuttro:t witktn th& attic iucxutl

| ‘*tht ﬂistat !tuttt ALy Poreo Acaata;, awffaze :sxx'- Oravc,
';';%,;jyttita itaakatn; !cirtrtnl ra&lti. :ad nrs:rsua tiaargl _ %'
| ht‘ nptta;l &ut r--.zz ict&. ?kc ro:ttl ttga tt !xcrtatnst

‘;srt aov aalﬂv atudy rcr toanittrnttbn ‘- . tbtlontl ﬁbl!l‘lt.,

,colcrtul htstorsc nittac tewnc aro abnxdaat w!th &cndvt;;c. -

; tli lﬁat

Sone if tﬁt ttu.ti :ki arctu in thn ceuntry urt tttrbr -
Aspen, azst-r rsrx. v.zx, Stttlbctt !)r!l:l. Lavcluaa xaata.

Qai Ar&;ahc Bu‘ia ic n;un 'Y !ttc |

’trk St!vﬁcé vxthil»tit

‘”75..‘¢psntatarca sy e x;tii§5f
!l!retailac ares tac1§4¢ Bltck esnyta of thc Gu:niuen
Snttonul ncaaucnt. Coxer;do ittiensl xenu:tnt. B;nu-gar
Hatioaal Menument, Gresat 8and Dunes Easional ﬂo-una:i,
ﬁa?QQVQCp lutloaul nqatnaat, Yusea House l-tionsl Hcaunont,
ﬁtta Vtrl. lattnnsl Park, Blﬂttc l&ufr Fationa)l ﬂoaquts

aad Pcrt Laramie Neational Nistorie Site.

EOAL FACTORE

Batabliphment: Roeky Mountain Netiopmal Parkx vas estadblished
by Aet of Jenuary 26, 1915 (38 Stat. 798). Bouadary adjust-
nents vwere ladter made by th- Agts of Fthrisry ik, 1927

(39 Btat. 916); June 2, 192k (43 Btat. 252)4 June 9, 1926




’tkh Stlt. txa). June cx, 1930 (hﬁ lttt. 191) tu& :n\:ctno-t
~sﬁthorta¢4 Prtclccntitx Proc&snaticsn ot Juzy 1?, xs:e
- «’cm 1917), Snauery 1, 2932 (e, xm;. Newe 3, 1936
‘(la. 1366}; lld Beptender l!. 1960 (lc¢ 33?*). lﬁttti lh;
1989 (. n. Mo, 263)} end August ;r, 1961 LTS ohat, f“'
» !$§!$3 of ptzvatc laau ow:oro tr t:tt&lat t&ntltaﬁa .
- Vathed stttci Xsnt xtwa far actot& tg. lnt 8t11wi”” ‘
?:  ih¢z# ttndn wore rotocaiioi !I ikt a#éijfiéﬁ
)  0§§¢§11!§!¢:¢. l o

Under tha Act of June 31, 1930 (#‘ ittt. ?’i)(ttn rr.ggii}ff i %?f;
‘ot ih& United st;t:u vas aatharisac tc sdt ntrthan 1;Ti“;ff;‘*f*?

Newstais Satienal Park by Presianatien, |

;5533113 a1l wader euzo Aet aad whten nave a0t deex ¢
tie Park include: Beasions 5 and 6 of Towashiy Sl§?f§§ ,’_
Range 75 West; portions of Beetiona 3, b, 5, 9, 1."*3 1,"»+”
of Tavaship & Xorth, Raage 73 Vest; and ‘»t’rttua of ltttina  % 
34 of Tovaship 5 lerth, Range 13 Vest. S

Eﬂl&l-ZZSZLg;gggt Exclusive 3nrttalatzc§.thr @1x r§a§??1  J7""
lands vithin Rocky Moumtain Xasional Park vas ceded iq?iku_”
United 8tates by the Act of the General A:nonbly of Célirido,';f .
Pedruary 19, 1929, sad aesepted by the Agt of Mared t. !989

{M3 Beat, 1536) wvhieh also provided Zfor a rett‘&u‘ ﬁ;ﬁc e
Conmissioner in the Park. To ashieve comsi ntone Jurxlltttltt ;T’V

for lands added to the Park subsequent to the firash ;q;'gQ“ ‘    _



tit lqcitxuturo ct eclorcto agtia ccdna Jnrttttetiou or

 jfr£; ax, 6, vxtch Qunotcn rac na:cptat hr tho sncrnt;]f,),%n

' “ "‘“ f"“i:ff’” oa «’“ﬁtw “. n‘n. oaxr mnu: r.*’ ra

"ff;:liatltt tpplitn to ’rivuto tnha&l&ngn. vilch t&l& E :
agm Sty mnuu, vwau. and nmy n:. suu nvn SRR

;‘5“itc‘tﬁ 3!:&»*!@:; nud rc:t&o:ﬁo.»f

“tttiioas vlll shov xu antntl vit -nrhul

Corene ;‘* ia «unuu sondtetons httnaa the oast uu
idne. ts im !'n'k. and ntna She xm np u;a
| clytatioxne

‘ th or tkréo ityu on thn cast :1&0 of thq ?grk or for

nort Shan svvcik't iurctzca on the vest side. Bherp frees-

1:3 gan bde ntpcatcd 8l) summer fn the alpine gone. The

talloving ohnrt 1- rspresentative of lowver ¢ltvat£oaa on

bosh sldae of tho Park vhcr. the bul& at dt?tl‘PlOltt are
rlocnttt. |
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Ning? Prevailing seushvesterly vinds ssldom create a
problea on the vest si'» of the Park. Hovever, the esst
‘!1;Q;1§y1l the pash of fregquent high vinds Shroughous She
viater. 1;16:!%1.0_02 up %o T0 m.p.h have bBeen reserded,
Rapid sudlimation and evaporation of saovs ssewr, Bare |
visdvard slepes aad drttﬁcd lee slopes sre the norsal
oaovcovor puituta. lnnnar blta:srt ca:dtct'aa at hsch

‘019“t1¢8i are a3 0VSIr=-presant threat %o htkarc sad clinb::s

| tbQVC'trct_liuc shroughout she Park.

Spesis] Cenditionst Veather patteras in July and Augast

ecommonly presant daily sfteracon shovers vith elear aights
aad mervoings. Lightaisg hesards oeeur with considersdlse

“"rrtqnancy on Aigh ridges and on Trail Ridge RMoad.

FIRE HISTORY

Namny large fires cecurred before the Park vus established
{a 1915. There is svidence of this in most forsstad aress
ia she form of old fire sesras, charred legs aad stunps,
Heay ef these large duras, such as around Bear Lake, buraed

about 1900 and some prior %o this,

Roeky Mountaina P%ro Atlas records start in 1931. They shov
that over the years about 6M per cemt of forest fires are

lightniag eaused, Fire ocecurrence {s heaviest im July and
August, vith & guod many fires recorded in June eaand Septem-

»er. Hovever, there are records of forest fires every moath

of the year.,
10




14,256 feet. The Park straddles the Colorado Front Range,
vhich 4is also the COBtiacntui Divide, The eastwaréd fage

of the range 1is sharply carved into granisie eliffs and

The largest fire since recerds vere kept was the Norsh

Forx durn ar_lssé, sovering B 4res of abous 1,000 sggot. | .

Other forests fire statisties arei

le Avcrugt‘nuubtr of t&rni pcr.thr - ¥ plta. !hll
has vurita rrc- 82 in 1939 0 aaxy cat rowcrttblo
fire s 13!3 and ta 1’3?. | |

2. retix7iranlbtrlﬂd,~ 1&96»ncmi:;”'kitrt;§ n$iﬁ§i:‘:

Pura ciucq 1§33 § 56»&0rdt~

3. rhc firo aﬁgton is cn:.rtlly toaltdcr.d fren Juan 15
to s:ptsubcr 15. lxthangb peviods of ht;h rxr- ianxor

eccur pren &t& ytlt~ noauua(vtth :ﬁ:ﬁltt&t:.

The Park fire petcnﬁl&l is high, Terrain is rugged,

¢limatic conditiens variadle from omne local spot te another,

high winds and dry sessons &re numerous.

AKERALL

Crovded vwithin the 510 aquare miles whieh comprise the Park
are 8) mountain peaks over 11.006 feet in elevation.

Altidudioal relief ranges from 7,640 feet up to Longs Peak,

il

S



 “(§() titAclscior~tol valleys whieh sveep eantvard detveesa

;,tirbltcduﬁrttatn aad secondary ridgu:. In ceatrast, thd

© west half of the Park slopes more gemily to ¥he Uelorado

’,;iisxiy;,;!ik axir;uc udtehvoii cormer of the Park ineludes
ftt'gaii“htlr of the Never Summer Mountains, vhieh sgain
‘diiéit; ih¢ §r0§1;iinus eliffs end éxicior-otéioﬁ peaks
| ty’tta1 et eastvard-fasing mountaine in tbis part of

- celerade,

vrgo thott‘ncuniktn~t§nrn Jut p;iivnrt fren thi‘litn eress
ﬂétthc eoﬂtiaﬂat&$ §£Tt¢0, '?io ﬁ&nﬁy Rangs senters in fke
northé;s\ Qnartir éf‘thc'?ark. It {neludes five praitaout
- #%;qtkl over 13,000 fggt.‘ Reary tho‘lﬁuibcgss,ceracr, the
‘!"rigiduxaigiaiu&Ltuaj“tctk-iatnt Mesker oluster pressats
| She highest and most spestscular terraia im northers | E
Colerade., The shesr, 2,000-fo0t east face of Lengs Peak,
thruotxng abdeve Mills Glacier and Chasm Lake is the fooal

point of intense mountaineering activity,

QLLE
S04l conditions closely relate to the glaelal origin of
the topography. Nost development areas contain glacial

flour and mixed decomposed graamite, eand, gravel, and

boulders in varying depths, Material is basiecally of




sttttéryhclqi'crﬁattin Sypos. Vasery riltrution,ayotoan
tcyo;thXr slog up vith ;1&:&:1 flour. Frost depth varies

from !hrtt to r&V¢ E{I

<g.!§““.;3‘ Egeept 4n thcnerthrtotdfhpcitldn‘of Recky

xauntcin’lntieailfrark. most of She rosks are Precambrian

~of wwe ¢cncru& \3’003 ;r;nittt aua sc:uaorpnig. The metes

»uorphta rotk 1: vclx sxposed thronghett nuch of thc ?rcut

sad Musny Raages, The grtaztic reck 1: sosh sommoa in She

chn;; Ptltrurou. Peagmatite uﬂt aplttt )04101 are viécly

N dtltrtbntt‘ vithtn thc attlaorghtc roat sad alse oeetr

vithin tkg-g:taitta roak,

».Qattiaty 133:9&: {atrugive bodies oeaur Shroughout mush of

the Never Summer Range, asd smaller intrusives ogeur la the
Longs Peak ares. The “"Irea Dike” is tracesabls from the

Mumny Range seutheastwvard beyond the Park boundary.

Tersiary igneous extEnsive recks oecur in the Spedaimen
Mountain srea, at Iceberg Lake along Trail Ridge Road, and
on Table uount#tn near Lake Grendy. The Specimen Mountain
voleano erupted during Middle to Lake Tertiary time, and
deposits of ash and dreceia vere formed in surrounding
aress. Lava vas extruded frem thLe voleanc ané & remnaant

of one flov is exposed on the c¢liff above Icedberg Lake.

13




Biring ;‘latcr phase of volsanie agtivity, a rhyolite plug
f4lled She central veat of the voleano, It is the eroded

| plug vhiek fornms the sumnit area of tpoutnon Mountaia, A
lava flev, prdb;blr frem a fissure, to the vast, forms the
sap of Tabdle neuntita ia 8hadov nouatsin‘Iaticaul !gcrcition

Arota

!ht.axyut"ot sonewkat subdued lasdsoaps at bl;ﬁcz elavations
o8 Trail Ridge, aleng the Consimentel Divide im the swatral
and loxsncin parss of the Park, and on the Mummy Range
pretnbly represent the results of running-vater erosioa,

frost action, and sold) ereep.

_ MNest eof the more rpa;od landsoape features of agohy npuatnin
vﬁlitioasl Ptrk are ti:nlta of slnciﬁtiat. ?r&«aziltiac
stream valleys in the higher mountair aress wvere 6¢cnp£cd

by glaciers seversl times during the Pleistoeens Epoch, As
a result of the glaeial erosion many of the higher valleys
vere mlarged and rounded-out, interstresn aresas were redused
to sarrov arstes, and steps and risers wvere furicd in
valleys because of v.rihblo roek resistance., Cirques vere

cut at the heads of the valleys and in some places (Longe

Peak) hornetype mountains resulted from the cirque erosion,

Several of the cirques are at present occuupied by emall

gleotlers or ics bodies. Glacial deposits include numerous




| norttnta, -nst of whish are zaiertl sad lossted .lnnc th@
 Xewer ynﬂtm o mtr sluln 'uuon (“tth uunx
| aarnsna ax¢-¢ he e !kc:pita, Merstads Noratme aleng

“, ereex). Glsetal “&!ﬂ% ars streva thrsughous

| mt ot tn aluit& vmcﬂ. !u-mcinx utcr qrutn

‘ ;¥5; .a ;aaur rcasuroa s o ;ocnazc; 1a she bcd:ocx |
55*“7f th tlttt ar vaaltra (aatibxc aaa s;asr ;&oat ru;d

o w*1t! gi". "11‘}“ Gl‘ti'.rlg,gug ggpouzt! ettut te ttt

[ l.onr nﬂtn: of sm u.«tn nu.-n tnnuhu nr:
. ama Neraise rm). |

ﬂi;h ﬂialtttul - ?ht :&ggcd,

iilmttum «m; tf t&o ma, h tuumd tum uﬂi
to south hr the Coatimental Divide, Along thc-btvt&o

& series of great ypesks (The Freat Rangs) 1is slisaxed by
the bulk of the glant of them all, Longs Pesk, vhish rises
t§ 1h,25) Zeewts. Ibt,&tnivlat lesser but atil) ispesing

posks of §hc Never Sxunay Mouataias mark s ctcttéu ef the

vestern bdousdary of tke Park, From Fall kiver Pass o8 Trail

Ridge Road at 11,797 feet, the lofty pesks of the Wummy

Range tread norsieastvard tovard the corassr of the Parax,

Cae of she Park's most striking and ususual features is the
trenendous qiupanne of alpine tundrys vhiek oecupies adout
oRe=third of the total acresge of the Park. 7This aresa of

rolling grassland and preeipisous pesks, visdsvept and

il




it

deselate Sthreugh noes of the year, is the most secesuidle
extensive iznh of its kind fa the ssuatry. Trail Ridge
Rosd resthes an elevation ef 12,183 feet, snd is perkaps

 the fimest seenie drive in Ameries,

ehi’ttttit flora of Cht»tzyzni sundre forms extessive vwild-
tlcvcr c&rﬁnnt ttrinc She perioed fron l1ate June tn early
5:;::‘, vlth :oao c’ontta tlotuSag tntc S¢p%¢uhar. - The
llcltorcd Vtzxtyl, nccdov-. and f’rttil ct thc lover

c&ovutiea: prc!ant vildtlovers of exceptional deauly and

adundases also,

The fall season is perhaps the mest colorful peried of the
'”&o&r' Mouasain zides asad aendove are ablase vith She geld
and t-ﬁ of the aspens snd cottonveods, im contrast to the

deep green of the pinmes snd firs. Samall shruds, ineludisg

vax~flover and moustain ash, wvillov and rose, add their

splashes eof golor.

The winter landseape of Roeky Meuntain presents o strikiag

coatrast to the zreens and golds of suzmmer aund fall,

16




O Vgﬁetution:

Principal Plant Species
in Fach Life Zone

. Above treeline and including: dwarf
. | \ willows, bog birch, elk sedge, alpine
. ‘ forge t-me-not, moss campion, paintbrush,
i alpine phlox, deer clover, rydbergia,
- ALPINE fairy primrose.
| ZONE
f | All are small tundra plants.
(500 .. ', Trealine o
| Limber pine, Engelmann spruce,
. SUBALPINE subalpine fir, timberline willows,

ZONE fairy slipper orchid, grouseberry,
| columbine, fringed gentian, fireweed,
arnica, alpine bluegrass, alpine
timothy, snow lily.

°

Lodgepole pine, ponderosa pine,
* Colorado blue spruce, Douglas fir,
- MONTANE ZOHE quaking aspen, chokecherry, mountain
maple, squaw currant, antelope brush,
golden banner, wood 11ly, lupine, N
20 , grana grass, wild rye, reedgrass.
g, V00 . . | | | | ,
7,6‘!0' 1 FOOTHILLS 7ONE (6,000 to 8,000 £t.) :Juz':ipor, dogwood, sagebrussi, sandlily

#Plants more characteristic of the narrow fringe of fonthills rone
Many montane species overlap i:nto this znone within the Park.

L




Naters The Colorade River originates on the west side

of She Park. On t$he north sad casst, the Poudre and Thompson
Rivers and the 88, Vrein Creek forn aa tnpertant’trtbutlryw
littnl to the Soush Platte River 3.:13.‘ cvcrlﬂsitk¢a 

are saattered throughout the Park, nearly all being 5&“21

nants o0f glacial sculpture.

!&iiiﬁﬂl‘ Inx summer the slpine soai is rriqucatcd~by'p¢§;
otthc Park's Xittlrililltll~02t§$tl, bﬁgkar:;‘nt;t i;tr,
¢0¥¢$§. red fox ami gouger, Mit«;ux shelter 1850&0!(3:1
sought 1n the subslpime trees cover. Am exeeption %o this
fnter-sone dafily gevcntnt is often shown dy bighora and
other crasturses~-suah as marmot, pika, ptt:ni;;&,”g;pit,
and roay tlnéh. They nty‘nycnd aearly all summer tiavi

tree line,

Winter rinds the alpine sone shared only bdy bighora, s fev
vapiti, ptarmigan, san cccasional coyote or fox and a fev

active pocket gophers and mice,

The sudalpine tone shares nsarly all the sunner residents
of the alpine sone, plus nany more species wvhich prefer
forest cover: Black besr, bobeat, marten, wveassel, beaver,
poreupine, sprucs, squirrel, snowshoe hare, great horned
owl, raven, Clarks nuteracker, Steller's jay, dipper and
dusky grouse. Except for a fuw narten and spruce squirrels,

the subslpine sone is relatively barren during the vwinger

18




aonths., The grees majority of elpine snd subalpine residents

;tgrut§ ta the mentane and foothills sones in lase fall asnd

Z:Osszn ﬁatai‘:griuc. Rere they Join the more permssaentd

‘fiii‘iﬁﬁl‘l of She lover sonesi raccoon, mink, dadger,

skunk, tasseleeared squirrel, cottontail rabbit and golden

" ssgle. Charasteristic swemer migrants in the 1qv-r»30tt1°na

of the Park are wvhitestalled Jcctrahbit,;rufcupﬂanll broad-

o ﬁ_;t§310C hnﬂliu‘iir(u. mallards and hlae-viagcd tdai‘

A Qerinite intt-ycst migration ceccurs amomg elk and deasr,
Cersaia dands summer in the vestera edgs of the Park and
iintor ia the sastern jontng.w sone., They ceross the front
rasge in late spring epd again in fall, bafore hoavy spov-

'I’  drifss blosk their moveaants.

The Park's dominant redatory bdirds inelude the golden eagle,
gonhtvk, marsh havk, red-tailed havk, sparrov havk aand
northern shrike., Bison, antelope, grissly, volf ané possidbly
nocse were originuily prosent in the Park area, btut have

ldoeng since vanished,

Rgersstiongls Over 300 miles of mountain trails attract
many hikers and vilderness campers. Nany spectagular

high mountain lakes are particularly inviting to the vilder-

ness lover and fishermai,



Forty-four peaks above 12,000 faet and sesventeen more
above 13, soo toct ‘above sea level stiraet an ever inoreas~
ing ansbor of uount;zn o.t-born. The most pepular :xlub
is Loags Peak, Ltn;a Peak provides all typot of clinbtng
o:)ortolcao. from the edsy walkeup roeutes te the most
difficuls teshnioal reutes on the sheer Diamond vall on
She Rast Face, vhish vas tirss ci&nbcd ta»1960. Resently,
vhile She Diamond was being sueceessfully elinbved for the
£4f4h time in history, approximately 200 people rsached

the suanit of Lomgs Pesk by various oiher rouses the sanms

day.

The Hidden Valley vinter use srea gontinues to attract
dnersasing nusders of wintcr tpartt cnthnticit-. Largely
‘dcpcudtnt upon snoev and veather conditions, the use of

this ares vill continue to incresase.,

Faciiities imclude tvo T-Bar 1lifts, threes rope towvs, skating
rink, platter slide, food service, and ski rentsl service~«
sll conecessioner operated., The National Park Bervice
provides an indoor picnic ares, observation lounge, interpre-

tive services, first aid, cnd general supervislion and

visitor protection.

Fishs Prineipal species of fish found ia the Park vaters
inelude ocutthroat, rainbov, drown and %rook trout, of
vhich only the cutthroat is native. Exotie species vere

vell estadlished in most wvaters prior to establishmeat of the
Park, 20




Many lakes and streams are aaturally barren of fish life
and these barren vaters oomprise 15 percent of the Park's
436 alles of streans, sad T3 (36 percent) of the Park'se

total of 131 lukad and leaxe groups,

ﬂi;;g;;_g;g_g;g;gggg‘;a Roocky Mountainm Nasional Park

ves regularly visited by Indisns i» pre~histeric sad
hissoris times, and numerous arahﬁoxcgttal ;ttcu bhave been
loested in the Park,

(Plensse see the Archeclogieal & Kistorical Base Hep.)

The partial archeclogical survey of Roeky Mountain Ketional
Park has {ndiecated s very significant relationship bdetveen
‘aarly man and She late ?Ittutoaoacncirzy recent Roeky
Mountain envire&nont. Although the finds wers scattered,
it appears that the late Pleistocene hunters used the

high wountain aress of the Rookies as s hunting ground «-

a situation haretofore unsuspected by arecheclogists,

Later assoaiations of primitive man with this environment
appeay %0 be less intimate on the basis of present knawlodgc’
although historic tribes -~ the Ute, Cheyenne, Arapaho,

among others, ocaasionally utilized the srea, crossing

through {t from time to tinme.

Bagause of the ecomecentration of fur-trading forts in the

valley of the South Platte, there nust have been & number

21




ot trappers operating vithiu»thc doundary of the Park, bui
Shere ave no kaovn sites or assructures that date %0 this

| ptiied.J The énly‘aocinontod visis ioithc Park before the
arrival of Joel Estes wvas that of Rufus Sage wvho deserided
& deauntiful iunﬁrid valley~-~surely Nérsinms Park -« shat

he visited in the 18k0's,

On the vestern side ef the Park, the nsw-i;ptrtpdiﬁvna
of Lulu City (e, 1879) snd Dutehtova (a. 1883)39r¢a51np
a8 lowegreade ores were diseovered, bdut survived less than

s decsade, and only a tov‘hnn--dm‘umnnru uurﬂio.

Following She diseovery that the ores of the Never Summer
Mouasains were not adequets V0 suppert a hiit:g_stnnnnity.
ypoople in the OGrand Lake asrea turned to :téel rafsing snd
ragohing. Typlcel of sueh "spreads™ within the doundaries
of the National Park are the Harbison Ranek (1896), the

Bohaoor Haneh, and su¢h rudimentary homesteads as thet of

8am Stone in Big Maadovs,

Une of the earliest resorts in the Park was that of Abner

Cprague in Moraine Park, and Workman's Fern Lake Lodge vas

built about 190§,

Trails wvere counstructed largely by eivie groups in the years

before the sstadlishment of the Park, and the Fall River Road,

a2




a pertion of vhieh remains open as of this date, vas

sompleved by the State of Celorade in 1920 as the Lirss

Arans-divide highvey SEFough nerthera Golorade.,

The Park nov oi:isinn the rbxiovtuj historic sites:
Sprague Cedis (e, 1880) |
Lulw Cisy (o. 1879)
,Dutchﬁqéu (e. 1883) |
Bdrbiionﬁaa:h(c.~1896)
?oralbtkt Lodge (e. 1903)
Euconia Mine (o, 1910)
Mareh Ceabdin (e. 1911)
W. A. White Nomestead (6. 1911)
rall Rivot‘nead (e, 1920) |

LLRR BTATUS

gggggglt Gross agresage of the Park 1s 262,324.22 acres, °f
vhioh 2,368.68 aeres are in 139 sepsrate parcels of private
ovaership varying in sise fros ,125 aare %o k77 aeres. The
mejority of tracts sre small one~ or tvo-agre suRmer home
sites., Present inholdimgs represent 17 percent of the
originsl 13,430 scres of private lands {n the Park, nost

of wvhich have been purchased snd restored to natural g¢ondie-

tions. Total Federal aoresge isi 259,956,

23




Z0R

v a

44

#5e »

PEAKR VISITATION DAYS

196%

f:—
P
!
|

;;r

P w
! TR S e e e
. ] . ,
Y : ¢
Y a $ <
g . ¥ *
I M &
R 2 r o * W

.

M

i
N
H
it B e A

o e g +« R e
! '

Aer

SHD LIS

A 40 wRBWAN

Wit peimat sl oo -




T4y, CH]

A

N T

- 1 £l

{

L8

¥

yeoo

y.';}_

Y

[

JUIwE

H

i

¢ ;

i

i
O S Lk
¥ W

!
3

g

.

T TR

-~ A"(tkl‘l T

‘s id e ,
;
{ i

i, 140 Ao P

- * oy 4B s

o 4

P e —— - s s 4 e i A -
£ (3=
CALENDAR
AL Mty

-
1
%
T
L—- A A P .

-«»-w‘i“ g § A Ky A il w o oA v 1 A e

6% 5 AR

T Al

» L i, y - Ny
P A g [P S a R s s TR R i g Ton a7 e o - ‘a\.'é.,- . A i 4 (Q‘v P -
. i v
Sy L o PSRN - § s e e
e s 8
- 5= I
P M 4 ’ P P ST R 2 AR
¢
Y e ) ) ‘ R
AW Yy .
- -, e h T ] I N . 4
- ? ; \.p - fzar",t\)
. a2 K -
) i » . .
* ¥ \(! Ed ;yx‘ o~
it i L oW b, T L
- i ¢
‘i ) ‘ﬁ_ N a2 s
* ‘ A gy iv
e s 'y [ N
. PR IR R . -
} . i N
‘ H
: [ »
‘ /43
« - PN f
2 [ el (%70 A T 4 B ;

i LY R e

Y




Lit . TR’/

R e e

RV o £ NP PR S v
e Ll Rt RE

:f E‘.:'Jk.l‘J - " P A e LT

A

| SR

[ W o

S




-~

o Y

4
/ ?f LT 3 ’?\\ ‘ A
—— ot -4 -] / ~ | .‘
/ .
M \? A
» P - i, A .
[ 2 ¥ it - ;i (I( . A .!l
;t I L )

«!>‘ Y N +

: l" &z ."

2“’ . ,‘-v‘: 1 ;

t
~
i
IS

[
—d
g
R -
A

) - A
- e 20 e

-

| R b C=

ot
Ao ¥ .
| W
1 ‘) ( .
) i ‘
4
- ! )
v)l %
- vy
v B ! 1 £y
- ' R
} L Lo
. ' \, ‘ \
R SN
LT , - 4 ‘ \
P SR 3 L .
‘ ‘ ’ . .
. - 4 1'? ! : . - . . v
FUBSEN ; A R Yo .
o RN : ‘ s . . \\
! ~, . s . f : ‘ )
; ; f P i )
\:‘: . n__‘;dQ“ﬁ_‘_:‘%—M s i 1‘ ! \} . <N
. awdiin a & - Fe A, & B s
" - ¢ . . y oty . N -
’M "2“‘4 h " O' ¢ - } .,’ \.o‘. [q g ‘».Y f [ i " - ’ . gouy
LS
e ,‘ ;‘:5".,.;"" CR I AU I B
. . Nodh ) . w b . Vo e 4
ORI Lo s i w. ," o ®L A A S Ns I . ha ~ 4 ta T , -
O ey R S SR I o
1 ! y A e ' , : . , TR i ..
/ i H ; t "y ’ i t ;‘Il- r . - - 1 - v LR . { T z R X 1 & 7
M{)Li IR I Jivigesmke VT st e e e e
e e ot 5 e et 2 et e 24 o e A < i < s —

-




Orisiat 0Of she total sunmer visitors entering through the
tve east oatraacoo.bcl poraoai origisate tn tlolstotcnt |
Calorade, Vbuu ontrlaoo trl?ﬂl thovs 27 peresas Irom |
coxnrgdaq wtut.r use is 90 perocent froa culornﬂo. rqraigg

visisors conprtto L¢:|§§hpa 1 peroent ot the total visits-

L)

4ion. vy

y ,
zzaggg ’Prciahly 95‘por¢cat of the total SuRmer viuitattéa
_ch fanilies. ﬁbohuf of 1 péraent of the total visita-
‘4ioa are argunistttaasz groupm using canpgrovnd faeilities.
Bpesial tour groups eomprise 1:1/2 perceat of the total

visitation on & daysuse basis.

~

Groups of up to 200 persons have been ssecommodated on &
day~use basisi hovever, oamping groups generally have been

limited t0 not more than 150.

Winter day-use at lidden Valley Winter Use Ares is comprised

of 3,5 perceat organized groups and 96,5 percent families.

P and Durstion of V ts: Annual permitas eomprised
7 percent of the tctal permits sold in 1963. Permits vere
sold to 201,775 vehicles of the 500,000 vehicles snteriag
the Park in 1963; 2.5 percent vere classed as "first

entry”; 39 percent us "re-entry"; 13.5 percent unclassifled,




satoriag Qurtnc 0losed hours over traffic counters; and the
rensining 5 perceat satared over traffic couaters as sinor

entranses, Reeontlry e each seasonal permis is cstsnatcc

at five,

Average length of stay ias canmpgrounds is four days pesr
party. Those not staying overanight average somevhare

 betveesn five snd six hours in the Park,
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9,98
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Master Flay
Basic Informaiion
HOMO 8/27/6L

VISiToR ACTLIVIFIYS eont,

Primitive amping

awiliolugl

W — T

T

 Organized Groups

S

———

] E 'At“'

N A, #

L aatn s

Loncessionsr and Private
liotal, Lodges, Motel and
vabins »

" S . —

-

97,700

Chapter
Section 2

iuabers and dates #
jecers on wegkends

Water Jase

Kegliigible

]
Boating Kone None

Swimrding

Hone
——— -t

lione

~*‘

fdshing

ﬁ_Ar

19,600 utgoo July htn aprrox.

ighgnirpine

Cthier sater Agctivities

-1

14, 500
—4

he.liyivle

1

Napliyible

o .

LE DU B
Pleyoling

N

y S

~t

L00(T )
UG |

jorgebecx Aiding #.thin and
in Jilcindty ol teveloped
B 3RS

]

. . .
L H S B2 X

sapli Aol

1

Par: during tois period,

Lenzessicnsy operalicus ant many private op. ratices re-cvae {rom the
Jour private cuperawery letlt

1 1981,
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TISITC: ACTLIVITINS cont,

ACTLVITI®S 1 1958

Plenicking

125,000(2)% |Saturated any

ff*evaloped SIRYL
'woakend -

B S SO A
e e R e
b 1 syt X

- - ot ———————— SN T'_

itoadsides and none

daveicped areas 60,000( %)% | Satuarated any

woesend
manting Dates and nanmber

g

angoove s

Fowitaln Lilsding

feciuicad (Long's Peak)
—— — _*

hontiwnkerl (Long's
‘eak)

_— e B— —

£l wdiabing

200 Auw ust 1%,
1504

4 . —
SpUb0 ) hoa, s

—t—

vintar cotivitisrg
chiiuer i taselne 04 (r0) 12, R0 1,10 ~aren 1,
1904
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Master lan

‘bBasic Information

oMo 8/27/64

VISITOR ACTIVITIHS eont.

ACTIVITIES

Winter Camping

A "

Ioe Skating

58
Hegligible

R

Heglicible

W:ﬂf

5,236

M e

Cross country skiing

A e

Cccasional

1,68

-—-+._._..._____~..

except fur those who furnisn their own plattera.

* g5timatod fipures

w#*ijot available

11

Dewnhill ikiing 1,795 14,791 K50 January 20,
1964
Platt r Sliding 7,500 | 1,500  [25-20(F)w
. - R ,#;— -
Plenickin, (indeors) 1, 500 , 000 175 cate H,A,#e
Playing Cutdoor (Ganes or
opertes a1l Lble Nepligible

8. , P i 3 ¥ » 4
Platter cliding uviscontinued due tu Ligh rate of accidents airter 1960
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Volume I, Chapter 1
Cblectives and Pnlicles

Fage &
MA3TER PLAN
7GR THr PRESERVATION AND USE OF
ROCKY MCUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK
VeI ]
Chapter 1. (blectives ard Fglicies
8. nifi ¢
The most significant reaource of Rocky Mountain National Park 1s

1ts 410 square miles of inspiring and varied mountain scenerv. It
was for the preservaticn and erjoymert of this superlative ard un-
spoiled scenery that ths FPark was satedlished in 1915, In additiorn
to the scenic resources there sxist several features of historical

and archeological interest,

The high jeaks of the Front Range form a great mountalin wall Whicth,
through much of the Fark, corstitutes the Continental Divide. The
esstern slope drains to the Gulf of Mexlco and the weaterr sloje
draira to the Gulf of Califorrie. The hivh mountalrn streame flow
trrough deep rugeed canyons and cren glaclal vallevs. [he Park i3
dotted with more than 70C smull lakes, several of which remairn
frozer urtil mid-July.

The Furk serves as an excellent outdcor museum featuring outstending
evidences of glacistior, some of which are moraines, cirgues, glacial
polish, morairsl and glacler-gorged lukes, U-shaped carjyors, ard
hangirg valleyy. 3everal small placiers ard stagnant ire uodies

caraist {n scme of tue high, protected clrjues,

Uther 3ignificart geolupical jheromena of Rocky Mounta'r hationa!

I R

Ferk which shruld ve interpreted are the story of mcuntain buildine,
ar re reserted uy the Frent Renge, and erosion (other than glaclers),

as evidenced by existirg lard lorms,

The plclugical festureg of the tFark are generally typical of the
southern Rockies. Mush of the Park is ecologically undisturbed, ad

are few places remaining ir the Frornt Range.

The vegatative ~over 1a largely ~onifercus forest excu;t for thre
exteratve ier alyine areas c¢i the summits adove treelire and
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scattersd meadows below, Three vertical zones or balts of vege-
tatior are easily identifisd along the easterr slope in the bark:
(1) the treeless alpine sone on the sumnlit jeaks and ridges; (2)
the subalpine zone of Erngelmann spruce, | imber and lodgejpole pine,
and alpine fir at medium-high elevations; and (3) the montara zone
of ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, and aspen below about &,80L feat ir
elevaticr. A more lush forest and vegetative cordition exists on
the western slope of the Park due to greater rrecipitation.

Above tresline, those areas not rovered with barren rock sugppert
dwarfed alpine plants of preat variaty groming in rocky areas and
in extensive dense cariets of tundra. LUncommon outside of the
Arctic Circle, the turdra corstltutes ore of the area's moat unique

natural features,

The Park corntains & veriety of wildlife. Cf caerticular interest
to visitors are the wapiti, bighorn sheep, mule doer, beaver, mar-
mot, and aquirrels. JSome uf the common birds of special ‘ntorest
to Park visitors include rtarmigar, cuzel, jays, western tanager,
rurmingbirds, and hawks. The coomen flan are mainly trout--cut-

throat, rainvow, vrowr, and orcox--of which only the cutthroat is

a native species.

Though the Park was ectublisted mainly .c ireserve the natural
iardscaje, several historical and srchebiop'cal fgetures ars sipni-
ficant. Jites and artifants si yrehistori~ aborigires dating vack
7000 to 80CC years have beern found, The '"te Trall over Trail Ridge
is an important faature of the historical occupaticn of the regicn
by Ute and Arapaho Irdiars. The dorinating summit of Lengs beak,
conspicuous Crom the jlains, wau a landmark used oy Indinns,
trappers, explorers, end plcneers.

A 7eov deterioratirg log ah'rs of @ lonser settlers and the early
minirg era of the regior are still in existerce, (f particular
interest are the ruins cf the ghost mining camps of Lulu City,
Dutchtown, Eugenis Mine, and Miner 4il1l. Tre Grand Diten, which
has permarently acarred the lendscepe of the eastern slo:e of the
Never Jurmer Rarge, ls of historical intorest sy one of the earlisat
jiversions of water from west to east acrcss the Continental Divide,

b. 3ignificant Values

The Misslon of Ro~ky Mountain “wtionel Furr will be s corg Uaned
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only if its significant resources car be translated into Luman
values. As one of the suunrd scenic and unapoiled mountalr areas
of this nation, the Park has the capacity to provide worthwhile
aesthetic, inspirational, educational, and recreatioral benafits
to its visitors ard scisntific benefits to the natilorn.

The assthetic and insgirationsl experience is usually the cominant
and most universally appreclated of these benefitr. As the Park's

interpret!ive program develors, the euucutigusi versfity will become
ircreasingly impo=tant. By nurturing en aprreciation of the Park's
resources through alds to understanding, preservaticn cf this and
cther national parks {s better ensured. fecregtion berelits are
derived from various physical activities--such as camping, hiking,
sountalneerirg, horsevack riding, and fishing--in scenic ard
wilderress surroundings. Their value l!es not only in healthful
rhysical action and mental relaxaticrn tut in the accomparying
aesthetic exyerience. The gcjoptifi: beuefllits are derivable
through coservaticrn snd study of violceicel and geological features.
The ir undisturved corditior, rare outside € netionsl parks, i{s cf
special value to research rot only in the {nterest of sclernce, but
to improve the educational value of Fark intarpretation.

These severu. types of vere’its may ve realized in & variety of
ways in Rocky Mourtain MNstional Park. Viewing the mountain scerery
from the Fark rcads--as at Horseshce Fark, Moraine tark, %lacier
Rasin, Sear Lake, and Kawuneeche Vallei--is suffliclert for some
vigitors to gair tre aestletic experience. Many of them will find
full sat{sfa-44r {1 the ‘nspirineg vistasz of mcuntains ard srow-
fialds, fore-i: sid meadows, und lakes and turdra as viewed "rom
many vantays ;- fite along Trall %idye Road., The scenlc drive to
Bear Lake takes onn, without of%rt, into the midst of the rugged
reaks of the Rocries aa 14 yoexinle Lu few otler pleces, Utlher
more inquisitive vialitours will seex gpreeter knowledge adcut the
Prrs's ratural eatures and hnistory by folloving the self-guiding
nature trails, going o WAlks and Yrips conducted Ly ranger raturas-
listy, atternding camplire ;ropgrams, and stojpoing at visitor
centars, 2till (thers, mcre adver.turous, will mnjoy the wi{lderress
exyperienca by biking or riding horsevazk into the hLigh country
through forests of aprice arnd {ir, as on the trip tc Loch Vale arnd
>ky Pond, or o Thurder Lake 11 «11d seasin, Pernaps the most com-
rlate and lasting viaitor values will be derivad fronm trirs into

w'! . derresy avea. [leveleping ‘v the Americanl peo; le an uj;raciation
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for wilderrass Is baaic to the parpetuation of the national parks,
Camping at a devaloped mpground or back-country rampsite will
provide viasltors with rerreshing enjoymert of anpropriate Park
valuas. Hecreational fishing in Park watara exposes visllors to
{mportant aesthetic values. Student groups make specisl tours in
the Park to atudy the natural featuies of this great outdoor museum.

Experiences such as theso are ususlly long remembered and cherished.
The perncnal values gained are important to the cultural develop-
nent of the Americar peoyle. Thus, the onrortunitiss for inspiration,
educatior, appropriate outdoor recreatior, and acientific research

are excel.ent in Rocky Mountain Mational Park. To provide for the
realizaticn and appreciation of these values is a major objective

of the National Park 3ervice in the admintstration of this park.

The preservation ol the blological, geological, ard hiatorical
resources in e ratural conditlon for the enjoyment and inspiration
of this ard future zenerations is the primary cbjective of the
Sarvice in Rocky Mourtairn National Park. To this end, certaln
vas!- jolicies must L estadnlished to guide the panagement, pro-
tection, develoyment, and interpretation of the Fark. Altarations
of the resources will oe permitted only to the extent necessary to
; rovide for epjropriste use ard enloyuent of the Park by the visiter
witn due regard for the ;reservation of the sigrificant nstural
features. Large segments of the Park will bte maintained ay un-
spoiled wilderress tyrical of the Rocky Mountains., Special
attertior. will be rejuired to insure ireservaticn of rertain
acological communities, such as the unijque tundra and olher rare
or fraglle vegetastlion.

Prctection within the Fark will emphasize the protectiorn of vial-
tors, natural resourves, historicel features, and physical facilitiea,
Particular attention shall be givan to the use nf all roads, trail
snd batr-countr: uses, mountain olimbing, and similar activities

that mey ;resert urknown haszards tc visitors uninitiated in safe
vractices in thelr use of a rupged Ligh-altitude park.

Naturs! resources shall e rrotected urd managed to prevent their
das;cliatior and to provide Tor lusir perpetuation in natural com-
munities, opecial amiiasis shall He glven to tue prote~tisn of the
landicare from fira, tre rretaction of all srecles of natlve

i
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11d11fe, including predators, and the protaction of vegetation from
¢; ‘temic infestations of insects and diseases. Native plants and
animals shall be protected asgainst competition by control and even-
tual elimination of exotic species. Frotection of plant and animal
communitiss through managemer.t shall be confined to those measures
sssential to maintain these features in their natural environment

and in a healthy condition.

Significant historical and archeological features shall ba protected
from vandalism and destruction in keeping with the interpretive
theme to be applied to these features. The protection of physicel
improvements shall extend to all such developments within the Park,

including those lorated on private lands.

Interpretation in the Park shall be designed to enlighten Park
visitors about the natural and historical features of the ares.
Through a deeper understanding of this environment the visitor

may galn greater inspiration, arpreclation, and enjoyment of this
outstanding example of rugged, uns;oiled Rocky Mountairn wilderneass.
Interpretation will exphasigze the aignificant ratural festures of
the region, such as glscial phenomsna, mountair evolutior, wildlifa,

forest ecology, and the tundra.

3ignificant resesrch in the flelds of natural history, archeology,
and history will ce encouraged. Such research will produce further
oasic knowledge for the advencement of aciernce and for the inter-
pretation of the Park's resources. The Fark provides a study ground
for blological research in which lack of disturvarce o7 the natural

scere is important.

A cocperating assoclatlion, xncwn as the Rocky Mountalr Nature Associ-
stion, will make available to Park visitors {either for sale or

free) publications pertinant to the natiral hiatory and history of
the area which will aid in interpretatici. The association will

de ercouraged to publish literature about the reglon w:ich may not
otherwise bve ava!lable, and {ts net profits will be used to aild the
National Fark Service in interpretstion and administratior.

Cne of the .rime objlectives of interpretation will be to atteln
"protection through !nterpretation;" that {s, to rrovide Park
visitors with knowledge that will insapire thew to grester ajre i-
ation of the Park features ard a desirable prote:tive attitude

toward thern,
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Development shall be limited to those facilitiss consistent with

the use 2nd enjoyment of the srea on a day-use basis, Public
campgrounds and Government buildings essential to the use and manage-~
ment of the Perk shall be located, insofar as possible, near the

Park boundaries.

Concessions will be limited to those necessary to provide essential
visitor services. The present concession oversted transportation
facilities into and through the Fark will be continued. Concession
operated liveries shall be provided where this service is not
available to the visitor from liveries immediately sdjucent to the

Park.

”//;inter use of the Park shall be encouraged but carefully planned to
rrovide only a minimum of increased facilities. Appropriate winter
activities throughout the Park will include snowshoaing, skiing,

fce skating, hiking, camping, and sightsesing. Houtes of access
to areas of wintsr-use activities shall be maintained,

The Service has a vell-established program for the acquisition of
privete lands within Rocky Mountain National Park. The program
will be acceierated as land scquisition funds are made available.
Acquisition priorities will be periodically revised to placein

high priority those properties where adverse land-use developments
and subdivision are anticipated. Many of the ;rivate lands within
the Park are in outstanding scenic and s-lenti{fically valuable
areas and in sreas of heavy visitor use. Thesa lands shall have
kigh priority for acquisition. The current and unticipated rate

of growth and increasing irnterest in mountain homes in the vicinity
of the Fark, and the ‘mminent develornent of lands immediately
adjacent to the Park and non-Fedearal lands within tha Park indicate
greatly increased acquisition costs in tne ysars shead. Conse-
quently land acquisition will bs nne of the rost important
activities in administration nf the Park,

Revisions of the Park »oundary nred to be ~onsider=d in many areas.
High priority shall be given to completing studiez dbasic toc the
legislation rnecessary to offe-t boundary adiustments to facilitate
administraticn or to add nearbry featur~s guch as Adams Fa ls, on
which little opposition i{s anticipated. On sxtensive or contro-
versial changes, data shall be kept cu~tent to facilitate antion when
cornditions permit., These would include projosails involving Foresat
Service or city lands such as Tahosa Valley, Wiid Hasin, southerly

ard westerly extensions, or the Aspenglern addition.
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Administration will be facilitated by an ad{ustment of the boundary
to exclude areas of the Park now inundated by Shadow Mountain Lake
in Shadow Mountain Nati{snul Recrsation Area and portions of the
Colorado River between 3hadow Mountain Lake and Lake Granby. Other
minor adjustaents shall be made to aid in administration and pro-

tection.

Because spacial uses of Park resources grant preferential use %o
individuals, such uses are inconsistent with the miasiorn of the

Service toc translate Park resources into numan values for the
gensral public. Therefore, such uses shall nol De permitted excert

in those cases where administrative, historical, or legal uses
requirs. The uses cf these resources shall be authorisgzed and con-
tinued under the tarms of a special use permit until such time as
an alternate solution can be achieved or the rights acquired. It
shall be the policy to eventualiy eliminate all special uses except
those recuired for visitor services and efficient administration of

the Park.

Adverse uses in the form of atorsjie raservoirs for domestic water
supplies, irrigatior ditches, divarsion carals, penstocks, power
lires, access roads, private inholdings, cottage develo,ments,

dude ranches, etc., predate the Park. These uses must bs recognized
and continued unt{l such time as alternate solutions cer Uu z2cem-
plished or legal rights acquired. All adverse uses shall be
ultimately eliminated fromthe Park.

d. Quidelines

The items listed below bring into focus some applicstlions of rrinci-
ies discussed above, and call attention to certaim.nthar jue~ific
practices to be followed ir Rocky Mountain National Park.

1. Insofar as rossible, restore to their original condition
any natural features that have bLeen disturbed by man.

2, DJevalop no public overrnight accommoda.ions ot the hotel,
lodge, or mctel tyres within the Park.

3. Limit road construstion to ‘a) improvement of axlating
roads to the extant rorsistent with modern Park roed
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standards and public safety and (b) new roads essential
for the management, protection, and interpretation of

the Park.

Develop and maintain a documented safety program for
assuring safe conditions throughout the Park for visitors,

exployees, and others.

Adopt a reasonable and jrudent registration and screening
rrocedure for visitors desiring to enxage in recognized
hasardous outings such as mountain climbing, winter

baak-country trips, etc.

Train and equip park rangers and other qualified Farx
personnel to e”fect the earliest possible rescue of
persons lost, stranded, or injured in the Park.

Train all Fark personnel and provide ;roper equipment
for the early detection and suppression of any forest
or building fire within or threatering the Fark. A

current fire control plan shall set forth the plan of

action and indicste ea~h employee's poaiticn in the [ire
control organization,

Pollow a current and up-dated, long~range rplapn as the
vasis for the management of deer and elk competing for
vinter forage in the enstern section of the kFark and con-
tinue studies toward more acceptadle methods of wildlife

raduction.

Initiats 3tudies to determine the effect of deer and elk
upon mountein asheep ard beaver.

Continue {lshery managemsnt studies, utilizing the services
of qualified Liologists and develop and follow a fisheries
menagement plan to insure the perpetuation of acuatic re-

sgurces ard to provide re-reational fishing in appropriate

ssctions.

Carry out effecilive measures to detect, identifly, and
oontrol insect pests and diseases before they become
spidemioc and cause widespread destruction of vegetation.
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I, %o yzcviia (or ‘he highest quality of use and esnjéyment o

of Sho Hational PFark System by imeresced nillions of visi-

tors ia She years %o sens,

Te anonr¢¢i>vlitt-r use ané ttJOyitut of sll Park iuttt&l‘
Risterical amd arsssclogissl FeSOUrRes, providing segensery
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MASTER PLAN

FOR THE PRESERVATION AND USE OF

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK
VOLUME I

Chapter 2. The Visitor Use Brief

The 400 square miles of Rocky Mountain National Park have long been
used for recreational purposes, such use predating the establishment
of the Park in 1915. Estes Park and the smaller meadows now included
within the National Park were homesteaded for working ranches, later
developed as guest ranches, and have attracted a clientele from across
the nation. The primary attraction within the area was its scenic
splendor, itsmany trout-filled lakes and streams, and the wildlife
which was diligently hunted. FEstes Park grew and became a tourist
mecca over the years. Thus, with the establishment of Rocky Mountain
National Park, much of the future use and 2rowth of the area was
determined. Since 1915, the visitor facilities in the villages of
Estes Park and Grand Lake on the east and west sides of the Park
respectively have increrased in number and quality as travel to the
Park increassd year after vyear.

Rocky Mountain National Park affords opportunities for its visitors

to penetrate the craggy mountains and presents rare opportunities to
gain, at close range, the experiences and enjoyment which might not
otherwise be available to them. A wide range of activities are engaged
in by the one and a half million visitors annually--sightseeing, pho-
tograpny, camping, fishing, hiking, and back-country exploration are

uppermost.

It i{s assumed that the existing pa‘tern cf visitor use will centinue.
Two well-definced seasons of use--summer and winter--coincide with the
opening and closing of Trail Ridge Road. Normally, this road is open
from late May until the latter part of Cctober, this being the summer
season. The winter season begins with the closing of Trail Ridge Road.
With the opening of Trail Ridge Road, travel climbs steadily upward to
the peak months of July and Augus*, and after lLabor Day declines until
the closing of the Ruad. Autumn, extending from the late summer into
early winter (from mid-September until late October), brings many
visitors to enjoy the autumn colors and the mountains in the clear fall
air, and to view the wildlife which is more easily seen at this time.
Use during this period is mcstly on weekends. Spring similarly overlaps
the two srasons as defined above and brings heavier weekond attendance
from nearby urban areas. The proximity of the Denver metropolitan area
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and the numerous valley towns accounts for heavy veekend treavel. With

increasing growth of these urban areas easily accessible to the Park,
it {s antioipated that peak dxys vill continue 0 occour on veekends
oven in sumer vhen trevelers from more distant places arrive in large

sumbdbers throughout the week.

Visitors have eagy access to the Fark from the east over U.3. Higway
34 from Loveland, over Colorwdo 66 from Denver and Boulder, awd over
Coloredo T from the south. Coloredo 262 through Estes Park provides
direct access to the Beaver Meadows Entreance, wvhile U.8. 34 through
Estes Park provides direct access to the Fal. River Entrance. MFrom
the vest, visitors reach the Park over U.5. 34 from trenseontinental
route U.S. 4O at Grealy. All of these routes to the Park are kept open
throughout the year and the lower elevations in the Fark san de reached
by auto in uny sesson. However, to drive from one side of the Park to
the other during winter vhen Trail Ridge Road is closed, it is necessary
to travel via Berthoul Fass or through southern Wyoming. |

Rocky Mountain is primarily a day-use Park, although incressing mumdexrs
of Park visitors are uwsing the several omxpgrounds vhich are the cnly
public facilities availahle for overnight visits inside the Park. All
guest ranches, oabing, and concession~operated overnight acommmodations
inside the Park are being excluded or eliminated. Many visitors for
vhoe Roeky Mountain NHatiomml Park is a prime objective on their vaoe-
tions wvill make repeated trips into the Purk on a day-use basis from
accammodations available outside the Park.

Points of arrival for most Park visitors will be through the towms of
Estes Fark and Orend lake on the sast and vest sides respectively. 7f
they visit the Longs Peak--Wild Basin ares, thay also will travel
Fgtes Park except Tor the relative fev vho vill enter and leave via

Allenspark.

Since U.S. 3L leads directly to the Fall River Entrance, a high percentage
of visitors fram the east will use this entrance. Here the visitors will
find a modern entrance station operated to facilitate their entry {anto
the . Immediately vest from the entrance statiocn plasa, ocampers may
turn,'1hto the Aspenglen Campground. Here they will find modern facilities
for 110 campsites. This campground will be the dase of operetion for
campers vho wish to stay in the vicinity of Estes Park to ride horses,
fish, hike, and go sightseeing. Here they may also participate in the
evening campfire programs conducted by Ranger Natuxaliste in the amphi-

theater,

One mile inside of the Fall River Entrence, as the meadows of Horseshoe
Park came into view, the Casoade lake Picnic Ares provides facilities for
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e pienic lunch in a picturesque setting.

Two miles inside the Fall River Entrance, a visitor orisntatioa statiom
is located vhere the road, having run along the edge of the Horseshos
Park Meeadows, svesps around the north end of Sheep lakes to cross Fall
River. Here, just ahead of a junctioa with the Full River Rosd and on
land sufficiently elevated for an outstasding view of wvalley and moun-
tains, visitors may learn vhat the Park has to offer--where to go,

vhat to sed, and how to0 enjoy their Park experience. Here, a few
interpretive exhidits will help the visitor understand the swrounding
scenery and learan adout wild animals in the vicinity.~the rere Rooky
Mountain bighorn sheep that ocossiomally come to the salt deposits in
this ares, the Elk (American Kik) vhich may be observed in the meadows
and nearby aspen groves and on the glopes of the nearty moraines. In
the fall the Ell Parking Ares with an interpretive sign a short dis-
tance up the road, is & popular spot for viewing the and hearing
thesn dugle during the mating seasocn.

Turning off the main road at Horseshoe Park Junetion on the Fall River
Rosd, many visitors will stop at the Lawn lake trailhead parking area.
From here, hikers may follow the treil to lawn Lake, vhere primitive'
camp sites are available. Seasomsl Rangers on duty at the lawn Lake
Ranger Station will provide assistance to back-country visitors.
Ypeilon lake, the Specticale lakes, lewn lake, Crystal lLake, and the
Roaring River attruct fishermen vhile peaks ~f the Mumy Range attract
hikers and mwountain climbers. Others siaply enjoy beck-country camp-
ing, hiking, and exploring. The shelter cabins st Lawn Lake and
Ypsilon lake provide a baven during the inclement weather. A small
picnic ares near the trailhead parking ares serves motgrists as wsll
as hikers. From this point the visitor may take the short loop nature
trail to Horseshoe Falls and to Fall River Valley Overlock vhere an
exceptionilly IYhe vi@W of Horseshoe " BelAWEters of the
Fell River is obtained. The trail returns along Roaring River to the
treilhead and picnic area. The concessiom~operated Fall River Stakles
located adjacent to the picnic area will gerve horseback riders vho
wish to ride into the Mumxy Range, to Deer Mountain, or to take a
leigurely ride through the xeadows of Horseshoe Park.

Those vho seek primitive surroundings for camping will proceed two
miles farther up the Fall River Road to Endowvalley Campground. Here,
in 3 superlative setting, they will find their tasic camping require-
nents fulfilled, but with less modern facilities than at Aspenglen.

Chasm Falls will be reached fram the g%{k}jg ares vest of Indovalley
Campground by the one and & balf mile loop treil up the valley of the
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Fall River and returning by way of the Old Fall River Rosd (closed to
vehicular travel due to its inability to handle two-way trovel). The
visiters will see in-place exhibits of glacial polish and glacial pot-
holes along this trail. Willow Parii, five miles adove Chasm Falls,
will be ar objective for hiking farther up historic Fall River Rosd.
It will also de an objective for those wvho desire an overnight exper-
{ence in the cool alpine enviromment vhere they can "rough it" in a
primitive cemp site in the vicinity of the putlic shelter cadia.

Returning to Horseshoe Park Junction, motorists vill proceed one and
a half miles along the main Park road to Deer Ridge Junction. Here
will be found s parking area for the Deer Mountain trailhesd. An
interpretive panel at the Beaver Neadows Overlook ome mile east of
the junction will tell the stary of this aree. This overlook pressnts

s magnificent view of Longs Peak and the Front Range.

Visitors arriving at the Park via State Route 262 frem the Village of
Estes Park will wish to stop st the Administration Building near the
Park Headquarters Area for orieatation and information regarding the
Park. Lobby exhidbit panals clue the visitor om wvhat 1o see and do. A
short illustrated program in thc sudio-visual roem will further assist
the visitor in this regard. This sudio-visual room oan be expanded to
seat 300 peocple for evenins, progrms serving those people staying in
Estes Park vho 4o not wish to attend the outdoor campfire programs at
more distant locatioms in the Park. The Administration Building is
also hesdquarters for the permanent interpretive staff and houses the

Park scientific and historical collections amd library, all of vhiech
are availsble for use of visiting scientists, researchers and students.

Proceeding to Beaver Meadews Junction, visitors may turn on to the

Bear Lake Road for s scenically revarding nine-mile trip to Bear lake.

A glacial moraine separates Beaver Neadows from Moreine Park. Cross-
iag this low ridge ipto Mornins Park, visitors vill see a btroad nesdov
{nterlaced by the meandering courses of the Big Thempsen River. At

<he sast ond of Moraine Park, just Defore reaching the relocated
Moraine Junction, they may turn left at the overlook and Wayside Exhibit
Shelter, about where the Moraine Park Visitor Center nov s , Which
vill explain the outstanding glacial features formiag this setting. A
self-guiding nature trail vill be available to those vho wish t0 see and
understand more of the natural features in this area. The Moraime Park
amphithester provides illustrated evening outdoor prograns aightly
during the suzmer ssason .

At the Moraine Park Junction vigitors turn right foar a three-mile side
trip to the west end of Moraine Park. If they are campers or picnickers,
near the end of the first mile they may stop at the Mereine Park Camp-
ground and Picnic Area Jjust beyond the former Steeds Ranch property
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in a scenic setting overlooking the lush meadowland with & view of
Longs Peak. The campground will be eqipped with modern facilities
for asbout 245 individual canping parties, about 50 of vhom will occupy
sites of the 'walk-in" type.

The cempground will include sites for about eight camping sroups and
an amphitheater having an initial capacity of 150 people. The small
pienic area will imitially contain sawe 15-20 sites. Bayond the

campgrowdd, the Moraine
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Park Road extends to the Fern-Odessa Lake trallhead where limited picnic
facilities are avallable beside the Big Thompson River. Here the Moraine
Park Livery will serve horseback riders in this areca who wish to ride the

many trails originating in Moraine Park., Tralls lead from this area for
an easy hike through an arca of natural bgauty to the Pnol, From there
the hikers mzy continue on the trail to Fern snd (Odessa Lakes or around
the Cub Lake loop. A shelter cabin at Fern Lake will serve overnight
hikers. Hardy hikers may continue on to Odessa Lake and to Bear Lake,
although the reverse downhill trip may be the more popular., This area
will be the objective for many fishermen who wishk to try their luck in
Fern Creek Gorge or to penetrate Spruce Canyon and Forest C.nyon, rugged
wilderness arcas devoid of trails and developments. En route back to
Moraine Park Junction, visitors will sece ponds created by numerous beaver
dams. Observant vigsitors may be rewarded by saeing a beaver ambitiously
engaged in the construction of a dam or beaver house.

Having returned to Moraine Park Junction, visitors may continue up the
Baar Lake Road through Tuxedo Park with {ts picturesque open stand of
mature ponderosa pine. They may stop for lunch at the Tuxedo Park picnic
area or to camp in the Glacler Basin Campground, a modern fully developed
campground with 190 units for tents and trailers. Accommodatione for 300
group campers are also avallable here. If this popular campground i full,
they will be directed to backtrack one and a half miles to the Hallowell
Park overflow camping area. From Hallowell Park a fin- trail leads to Mill
Creek Basin, Blerstadt Lake, and Cub Lake. Although visitors are limited
to a l4-day stay in Glacier Basin and other campgrounds in the Park, they
will have ample time to explore the many trails and to fish in Glacier
Creek and the beaver ponds nearby. A short trail leads from the campground
to the summit of Emerald Mountain where the view of the Front Range crest
is exceptionally fine. Fvening cumpfire programs are held nightly in the
campground's <00-seat amphitheater, and here the visitors will learn the
Park story and receive a fuller apprecliation of Park values. An fnter-
pretive sign near the ranger station indicates ‘he many trails in the
vicinity, including those to Emerald Mountain, Rierstadt Lake, Storm Pass,

and Glacier Creek.

One mile beyond the campground towarc Bear Lake visitors may drive into
the Spragues Lake picnic area where they will find facilities and develop-
ments for several day-use activities. Parking areas will accommodate
picnickers, hikers, fishermen, and those who wish to take advantage of

the livery services provided by a concessioner including herseback riding,
steak fries, and guided saddle trips. Spragues Lake is a principal fea-
ture in this area and will be used by fishermen attracied th *“e abundant
rainbow and brook trout. An Interpretive sign will tell abou* the beaver
ponds in *the vicinity, Trails from here lead to Storm Pass, Glacier fGerge,

and Mill Creek.
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Continuing west three miles on the Bear Lake Road, visitors will stop

at the Glacler Gorge trailhead, its 73-car parking lut and comforr station.
This {s the trailhead for one of the most heavily used trail systems in

the Park. From here trails radiate into one of tho most scenic sections
of th: Park and one favored by many hikers, Such places as Alberta Falls,
Loch Vale, Sky Pond, Lake of Glass, Lake Mills, Andrews Glacler, Black

Lake, and Boulderfield are principal objectives.

At Bear Lake visitors will have the opportunity to obtain information and
interpretive services at the Bear Lake Wayside Visitor Center. This
structure includes interpretive exhibits which explain the geological and
biological festures of the Glacier Creek Basin and provide guidance and
information for the interesting trail trips into the high country nearby.
A ranger station and comfort station are included in this facillty.

A major objective of visitors at Bear Lake will be the paved nature trail
around the lake. Markers along the trail are keyed to & guide booklet
which briefly explains the stery of the principal plants, rocks, and other
features. Those who wish to extend their experience will hike the easy

sel f-guided trail to Nymph and Dream Lakes and perhaps on to Emerald Lake.
This area is one of the most scenically fameous in the Colorado Rockles.

The view across heautiful Emerald Lake to the spectacular sheer faces of
Hallett Peak and Flattop Mountain are especially memorable. Returning

to Dream Lake, hikers may take a side trip to Lake Halyaha or return to
Bear Lake on the loop trail via Loch Vale and Alberta Falls. From Bear
lL.ake, able hikers may embark upon a trek across Flattop Mountain to the
lakes and streams west of the Continental Divide and will emergc near the
town of Grand Lake. This trip may be taken via the North Inlet trail with
side trips to Lakes Nanita and Nokoni, via the Rig Meadows and the Tonahutu
Creek trail, or via the Ptarmigan Lake trail with an overnight stop at the ¢,
timberline camp site. Shelter cabins will be found at strategic locations
such 8s Big Meadows. Other trails lead to Odessa and Fern Lakes and down
to Moraine Park and Mill Creek via Blerstadt Lake. Conducted hikes will
also take the more experienced hikers above treeline for such rewarding
experiences as a visit to Andrews Glaclier or Sky Pond.

From Bear Lake at the end of the road, it is necessary for visitors to
backtrack to the 'Beaver Meadows Junction. The return trip will proviie
vistas as new and rewarding as those seen on the drive up to Bear Lake.
Roadside exhibits will help to interpret the scene for the added pleasure

of the drive,

Having returned to Beaver Meadows Junction, visitors may leave the Park
through the Beaver Meadows Entrance or proceed to Deer Ridge Tunction

from where they may leave through the Fall River Fntrance or continue
thelr trip westward across the Park on Trall Ridge Road. 1In a mile they
will come to the abandoned beaver ponds in Hidden Valley wnere an inter-
pretive panel explains why beaver are no longer active there. Farther on,
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the road runs close to a series of several active beaver ponds where
beaver may occasionally be seen at work. Thesa ponds may also provide

many hours of fishing enjoyment.

The next point of interost is Lower Hidden Valley where picnic facili-
cies and a comfort station are available during the summer season. A
sel f-quiding nature witlk here explains the features of the subalpine

forest.

Motoring up grade on Trail Ridge Road from Lower Hidden Valley, novices
to Rocky Mountain terralr may commence to experience scenic thrills
greater than they have ever known. The first major stopping point is
one and a half miles above Lower Hidden Valley at Many Parks Curve where
interpretive devices at tia parking overlook aid {n identifying many
points of interest. Birds and small mammals which are so common here
may be observed at close range. From this vantage poin. one may look
down into Horseshoe Park in the Fall River drainage and into Reaver
Meadows and Moraine Park in the Big Thompson River drainage. Here also
is one of the finest views of Longs Peak. Four miles farther, visitors
will stop at Rainbow Curve where orientation and interpretive devices
explain the view and furnish important road information. From thls
point they will look into Horseshoe Park far below, across into the
Mummy Range, and into the far dlstance where the high plains disappear
into the horizon. Here again they may enjoy several kinds of native
birds and small mammals at close range. Proceeding from Rainbow Curve
visitors will see the remains of a8 forest fire that occurred many,

many years ago, and may appreciate nature's long and difficult struggle
to reforest the denuded slopes. They will soon reach the treeline, at
an elevation of approximately 11,000 feet, where they will see the
dwarfed and grotesquely shaped limber pine struggling for survival
under riear arctic-like conditions. Just above the treeline protective
services are available at the Rock Cabin Ranger Station.

Visitors travelling above treeline for the first time, as they continue
along Trail Ridge Road, will be especially inclined to stop at Forest
Canyon Overlook about two and & half miles above Rainbow Curve. A
five-minute walk along the overlook path from a parking arca will bring
them to a spectacular view 2,400 feet down into the wildness of Forest
Canyon and across into rugged glacier-carved Hayden Gorge. Interpretive
signs and markers at the overlook identify some of the glacial features
and explain the unique phenomena of the tundre. The overlook will be

a principal vantage point for photographers.
Returning to the reoad and continulng one mile to an interpretive sign,

the visitor may read a description of the active frost bolls and soli-
fluction terrace adjacent to the road.
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One-hal f mile beyond the sign, Rock Cut ls the next stop. The observa-
tion shelter will afford protection from the often cold, windy weather,
and from i1t the magnificent view across Forest Canyon to Gorge Lakes and
“r. lda may be enjoyed, Here a Ranger Naturalist will interpret the
story of glaciated landscape and provide other informational services.
The nearby snowfields are always popular in midsummer and are unique

to those who are not accustomed to snow at that time of year, A self-
guiding nature trail extends from Rock Cut across the tundra to the
Toll Memorial, located on a rocky promontory and affording a truly
memorable view. The interpretive theme is the story of the unique
tundra of Trail Ridge. From Rock Cut, Trail Ridge Road traverses the
tundra for the next several miles and affords outstanding vistas to

ol ther side of Trail Ridge. The markers identifying ‘he old Ute Indian

traii will be af interest.

Tceberg lLake Overlook, two miles beyond Rock Cut, affords an opportunity
for a close look into a glacial cirque and the interpretive marker will
expiain this phenomena as the hzad of an ancient glacier.

The High Point, 12,1¢3 feet, is thc highest point on Trail Ridge Road
and a popular spot for visitors to have their pictures taken. The
parking area nearby will provide safety and convenierce for those wish-

ing to stop.

“he Gore Range Overlook, one mile beyond lceberg l.ake, will be used by
hardy hikers as a starting point into the rugged Gorge Lake country.
I+ affords a magnificent view of the Gore Range some €0 miles to the

southwest,

From this overlook the road drops down into Fall River Pass one mile
beyond, Here the Alpine (Wayside) Visitor Center will provide inter-
pretive gservices and infcrmation concerning the arctic-alpine environ-
ment whick now surrounds the visitors. Ranger services are 3lso aveirl-
able here. The awesore view down Fall River Canyon is a picture which
many will cherish.

"he concessinner in the area will cater to the needs of the visitors,
supplying 1imited food service and appropriate merchandis», From Fall
River Pass visitors may hike down the Old Fall River Road through Willow
Park to be met by pre-arranged transportation at Endovalley Campground.
For those so inclined, a short hike may be taken to the 12,000 foot
unnamed point northeast of Fall River Pass for a pamorama of the seldom-
seen north soction of the FPark and upper reaches of the Cache la Poudre

River.

One mtle helow Fall River Pass, as the visitor Jescends the road on the
~estern slope, the first polnt of interest is Medicine Bow OQverlook for
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a spectacular view toward the Medicine Bow Range some 25 miles northwest
{n the state of Wyoming. To the west may be seen the summit of Specimen
Mountain, one of the few mountains of volcanic origin in the Park. Pro-
ceeding from Medicine Bow Curve, one may note the lushness of the subalpine
forest where the abundant moisture and less severe winds on the western

slope are more encouraging to such growth,

The next point of interest will be at Milner Pass, four miles below
Medicine Bow Overlook, where the Continental Divide crosses the road

and *he Cache la Poudre River originates. A sign i{nterprets the divide
and the Atlantic and Pacific drainage systems. A nearby trail leads to
the summit of Specimen Mountain. While on the mountain cne may catch
glimpse of Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep. Those wishing to picnic in the
vicinity will find a developed picnic area adjacent to the road one-
fourth mile west of the pass. Across from the picnic area, bighorn
sheep are often seen on a pinnacln appropriately named Sheep Rock; they
are particularly interesting to those who watch their activities through

binoculars.

In another two miles, at Farview Overlook, visitors may obtain a fine
view of the Kawuneeche Vslley and down the valley of the Colorade River

into sage-covered Middle Park. Looking north, the headwaters basin of
‘I' the Colorado can be seen less than five miles away. Looking directly
west, there is a magnificent view of the Never Summer Mountains. Con-
¢+.nuing down the western slope for four miles visitors come next to the
Phantom Val.ey trallhead where, after leaving tneir automobiles in the
roadside parking area, they may venture into the abandoned ghost camps
of Lulu City and Dutch Town, and on up into the Little Yeliowstone or
the headwaters of the Colorado River., Here they will see remnants of
the gold mining days which made excliting Colorado history. The more
ventur~rsome may follow the old stage road trail to Thunder Pass or the
trall to Poudre Pass, returning by way of the Grand Ditch Canal, or
continuing on down the Cache la Poudre River and returning to the east
side of the Park via the Mummy Pass trail. Shelter cabing alang tode. ..
route are located at Hagues Creek and at timberline below Mummy Pass.
The route axposes hikers to the wild beauty of the little-visited Never
Summer Mountains and the north section of the Park. The Phantom Valley
Primative Campground with walk=in sites will provide camping along the
shores of the Colorado River for those who wish to use this as an over-
night bhase for their excursions in this section, |

At Kawuneoeche {Wayside) Visitor Center near Beaver Creek, inffrmation
and interpretive services will be provided for the understanding of the
wvest side of the Park, including Grand Lake, the Kawuneeche Valley, the
Mever Summer Mountains, Specimen Mountain complex, the early mining
activity, ani the Grand Ditch, A self-quiding nature trail will lead
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inquisitive visitors up Beaver Creek to a scenic viewpoint overlooking
the beaver pond complex. Interested hikers may take trails to Hells

Hip Pocket and Timber Lake. Adjacent to the Visitor Center a small picnic
area will be equipped with 25 tables. Those wishing to stay over night
on the western side of the Park may continue one mile to t-e Timber Creek
Campground with fts 77 sites or continue farther to the campground in the
vicinity of Haribison Meadows with 150 campsites. Both of these camp-
grounds will have complete facilities, including an amphitheater for
{interprctive services, in the large campground. Trails from these camp-
gounds will take hikers along the Colorado River through the Kawuneeche
Valley to Lulu City, Dutch Town, and beyond, or directly {nto the Never
Summer Mountains. Hikers heading up the Tonahutu Creek trail to Big
Meadows and Haynach Lakes may start from the trailhead three and a helf
miles south of Baker Gulch. Fishing in nearby streams and lakes will be
sufficient incentive for many campers to remain in the area for days at

a time,

Visitors leaving the Park on the West Side will pass the Grand Lake
Entrance Station. Here they may want to stop at the West Side Adminis-
tration Building for information-orientation service in the lobby,
although the service is primarily for visitors entering the Park through
the Grand Lake Entranca. Beyond the entrance and outside the Park, lodge,
cottage, and motel accommodations are available in the village of Grand
Lake where some may wish to remain for several days in order to hike by
trajl into the Park and to take advantage of interpretive services in the
area. A half-mile self-quiding nature traill to Adams Falls vwill be par-
ticularly rewarding. Llonger trails leading from the vicinity of Grand
Lake extend intc some of the finest vilderness back-country portions of
the Park-~Fast Inlet Basin, North Inlet Basin, Tonahutu Creek, and Paradise
Park. Several of these trails cross the mountains to the east side of the
Park. Back-country assistance will be available at ranger stations along
the trans-mountain routes, namely, along the Fast Inlet trail at Lake
Verna and along the North Inlet tratll at the function with the side trail
to Lakes “anita and Nokoni. Shelter cabins will also be lorcated at these
stations, and a ranger station she')'er cabin in Faradise Park will provide

assistance in the vicinity.

The North Inlet Campground will provide facilitirs for 75 camp sites on
the Cairns extension to the Park east of the North Inlet trail. This will
serve campers as well as hikers using the *rails in the area.

Shorter trails to Shadow Msuntain lLookout and Columbine Crrek are rcached
from the Grand Lake~-Shadow Mountain area. Fishermen will find this sec-
tion of the Park particularly appealing. While in the Grand 'ake area,
they may also want to fish in the waters of the Shadow Mountain Natlonal
Recreation Area and enjoy other recreational opportunitierg associated
with these waters,
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visitors entering the Park through the Grand Lake fntrance will find the
same services, t.cilitles, and experiences awaiting them, except iIn
reverse order, as those who enter from the east. ’

The Wild Basin Entrance will be used by those who wish to visit a remote
section of the Park and who want to camp and fish away frcm *he areas

of more intensified use. After entering the Park in the tiorth St. Vraln
Valley, visitors will proceed about a mile to the wild Basin Campgrcund
or the trailhead parking area and from there explore the trails, strcams,
lakes, and mountains. Evening interpretive programs {n the amphitheater
will be of particular interest, At the trailhead an exhibit shelter
describes the area. A sel f-quided nature walk will lead one mile to
Copeland Falls. Since this a particularly scenic back-country section
of the Park, they may take tralls to such places as Thunder t.ake and
sandbeach Lake for fishing and back-country camping. Back-country
assistance will be available at the Thunder Lake Ranger Station. A
trans-mountain trail is available %o the wilderness visitor leading

from Wild Basin via Boulder-Grand Pass, Lake Verna, and the Fast Inlet
to Grand Lake. Shelter cabins will be available at Pear Lake, Thunder

Lake, and Lake Verna.

Eight miles north of wild Basin, on Colorado Route 7, the visitors may

enter the longs Peak area just inside the Park. Within that arca, near
Longs Peak Ranger Station, visitors will find a modern 3é-unit camp-

ground, a picnic area, and an exhibit sheliter. longs Peak offers seversal
routes to its 14,256 foot summit for both hikers and technical rock climbers.
Many miles of other trails lead to various points of interest in the Park
such as Fugenia Mine, Tim's Grove, and Bear Lake. “he primitive camp site

at Jim's Grove will be the base of operations for hikes to the summit of
Longs Peak, to Chasm Ltake, and ht. lLady Washington. Climbers will use

the shelter cabins at Chasm take and Boulderfield and obtain sssistance,

if required, at the lim's Grove Ranger Station.

Travellina north from !ongs Peak ampground through Tahosa Valley, visi-
tors wil!l enfoy the scenic hackdrop of *he Longs Peak-!t, Meeker massif
to the west and the craggy pinnacles of Twin Sisters Peak *tc the east.

some visitors alsoc will enter the Park by means othcr than automobile.
Just north of the village of Estes Park, rock climbers may test their
technical skill on the Twin Owls, reached by side *rail from “he Gem

Lake Trail.

Hikers may wish to make the 3.7 mile hike to Cem lLake and rorurn. Both
of these *rips originate from the Gem Lake trailhead parking area
Jocated sutside the Park on the Devils Gulch Road. A sel f-ruided nature
trail leaflet, available at the trailhead, will help to terli the story
of this area. Visitors may enter the northeastrrn and northern part

of the Park by trail, afoot or on nherse, following the Nor*h Fork of
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the Big Thompson River into such places as Lost Lake and Mummy Pass.
This arca 1s reached from the interesting little village of Glen Haven
on the Devils Gulch Road northcast of Estes Park. The primary purpose
for such trips will be fishing, hiking, and back-country camping. The
North Fork Ranger Station and shelter cabin will provide required visi-
tor services and assistance. FEntries will also be made from the north
through Pingree Park to Mummy Pass and into the relatively i{solated
northwest corner. Visitors to the northwest section of the Park may
be attracted into the general region by U. 5. Forest Service dovelop-
ments in Corral Park and the lLong Draw Reservoir arca. Use of this
area will be primarily for fishing, hiking, and back-country camping.
The Hague Creek Ranger Station and shelter cabin will serve as a cecn-

tact station in this isolated arera.

That area proposed for extension of the Park in Boulder and Grand
Counties astride the Continental Divide will be entered, via trails
only, from County Road 280 near Monarch Lake on the west slope and
from Colorado Route 160 on the east slope. This wilderness will be
maintained for back-country experiences amid the spaectacular setting
on the Crater Lake-Pawnee Pass-Buchanan Pass areva. Fishing, trailside
camping, hiking, and exploring will be the activities normally pursued

as motivation for the experience.

Autumn visits to the Park will continue to increase, although mostly on
a day use basls, particularly during the Aspen color phase and the elk
mating season which i{s the best timz for display of wild life.

While most visitors will come ir their own cars, a significant number

will take advantage of organized bus tours offered by the concessioner.

The more popular one includes a three-day circle tour from Demver up

the scenic South St. Vrain Canyon, over Trail Ridge Road and Berthoud

Pass, and return to Denver, with overnight stops in Estes Park and Grand
lLake. Speclal tours arec offered during the rall color scason and for
organized groups. These special groups are provided with Ranqger-Naturalist

gerviceosg,

During the winter season routes of access are kept open so that visitors
may enjoy sightseeing and reach points of departure for o*ther appropriate
winter activities, Groups of clk and mule deer are seen readily from

Park roads in the winter. GSome interpretive devices along plowed rcads
will be maintained for winter visitors. 7The Beaver Meadows Vislter Center
will remain open for those who wish to learn more about the Fark.
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