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; FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865 LN

Reports reached Lieutenant Gen eral Ulysses S, Grant's City Point,

1

jivzinis, headguarters ab the beginning of February, 1865, that the

-

Confederates were enmploylng huge wagon trains to heul supplies into

‘etersburg for consumpiion by the Arsy of worthern Virg;n'a_ kations
siockpiled et depots in Horun Carolina;_it Was said; were being ship-
ed as far as Hicksford, 40 miles below Petersburg, over the Peters-
burg & Vieldon Railroad. Ab Hicksford, the commissary supplies were

emoved from the cars &nd loacdes onto wegons, Uvon leaving the ten—
porary railhead, the wagon trzins rolled up the Meherrin Diver velley
to the Boydton Flank Rosd, then elong that rozd Uhrough Linwiddl
Courthouse and.on to Petersbhurg.

General Grant, hopihg to intercept these trains and break up this
supply route, drafted a memorandum on Feoruarj ., addressed to the com-
render of his Army of the Potomac, Major Ceneral George G. Meade.

To teke advantagé of tﬁe dry, spring-like weather of the pest few

"to destroy or cap-

¢zys which had dried the area's

"pertially supply® Gensral Hotery E. Lee's troops in enc atout Peters-

Lirz, Meade, to do this, wes to geb nis cavalry ready to take

£5 guon 28 possible, and In no case later then the 6th,  vhen the troopers
rits oub they were to travel lichb, taking Mno wegons and out few am-
Lilineeg M
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The IT Corps was to march at the same time, but independent of the

cevalry, "as far south as Stony Cresek Station." There the foobtsoldiers

-.

weve to stay till the cavelry hed done the foe 211 the harm it could
end had returned to its base. When it toock the field, the infanir;
3 LIy

1

wzs to teke aleng four days' rabions in haversacks and one eand one-half

=1y

- for the cavelry in wagons, & limited amount o ertillery
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wee to accompany the Ii Corps,

The V Corps was to be held ready to go to the assistence of the
II Corus, should the Confederates march oub of the Petersburg:pefimeter'
to attack. It might be wise, Grant observed, for ¥eade to send out the
V Corps at the same time 2s the II, merching "it by e rozd west of the
one taken by the latiter, and to go bul about half wey to Stony Creck,
unless required to do so to meet mbvameﬁts of the enemy."

Grant entrusted his letter, which ‘vas marked éonfidential, to &
trusted staff-officer for delivery to General Meade, After studying
the memorandum, Meade concluded that chances for the operation's suc-
cess would be enhanced, 1f several changes were made. As one of the
IT Corps' divisions was in the rifle-pits, valusble time would be
squandered and thers would be a risk of atbtraching the Confederates!
aiﬁention should this unii be withdrawn, Meade accordingly thought

it would be betber if he sent the V Corps to Stony Creek,and two di-

visions of the II Corns to Resms!' Station: There the IT Corps' people

would be in position to suzport the V Corps "or return to our left flank

Nesde at 1:L5 v.m. telegraphsd Grent for permission to mske these
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cause the V-Corps had undertaken the last exvedition.
while sweiting Crant's reply, Meade had been iscussing the s -

tion with his staff., One of the officers volunteered that the Confed-

erate trains moving elong the Boydion Plank Boad had been crossing the

o

tottoway ab Bircheit's tricge. If Grent would give him the go shead,
Meade would send the V Corps to the c1§ssing of Stony Creek via Veughan
road, while the IT Corps followed the sarme road as far as Rowanty Creek.
Tnus the infantry would be advanced to wibthin supporting i istance of
Dinwiddie Courthouse, where the cavelry ves to strike the Boyd iton Plank
Road. Meade wes of the opinion that his horsesoldiers had as good &
éhance of intercepting the treins near Dinwlddie es at Belfield, while

his infantry columns at the same tlle would not have s0 far Lo march

Should the Rebels choose Lo come oub and fight, the II and V Corps

~would be "in good position to invite them.,"

When he forwerdéd this information to Grant, Vesde inguired, "Are
the objects to be sbizined con mensursbe with the disappointment which
the public are sure to enbertain if you meke any povemend and return
without some,striking:result?“ Z

Replying at 6:45, Grant assured Meade,. ®Your arrangements are
satisfactory,” and the “objecis to be attained are of importence.X

Grant had incuired as to when the troops would merch, so neade
2

U 7:L5 wired, "the cavelry will move out a2t 3 a.m, and the infentry

ﬂJ

st 7 a.m.® Since his last telsgrem, several teontrabends® had entered

tie Union lines, Uhen guestioned, they reported thal Major General

Faihihew C. Bubler's Confederste cevelry division he 2C Le$t the Felere-
tury zres the previocus weer fov Horth Carnlins.  Libh Duller gone,
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Lee would have only one mounted division, Mejor General W. H. F. Yrooney"
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e departure of FButler's division caused Grant to

sgain contact ¥eade., IFf the Union cavelry could possibly go to Belfield,

it wazs to do so, beczuse there wes sald to ve a large guantity of stores
] 1 L L1 8

stockpiled there, |

Mesde and hL staeff in the meantime had prepared a Wcircular® for

the guidance of the coerps commanders and Brigadier General David Mci.

Gregg, the leader of the Army of the Potomac's cavalry, Gregg was to

kave his division on the roed at 3 a.m, te-morrcw, to proceed via Heaws'

Station to the Hovdton Plark Roed, for the vurpose of intercepting and

capturing Rebel wagon trains carrying supplies from Belfield.  Should
an opportunltm occur to inflict ¥injury on the enemy," Gregg was to

aveil himself to it, The cavalryman was to leave with the V Qorps one

of his cavalry regimente and 2 supply train, loaded with "one and a half

dey's forage" and his reserve awpunition, The troopers were to be raliocned

for “four days from to-morrow morning." Gregg was to keep the leader of

the V Corps posted. sad in event of an engagement he was to look To him
iy & 2 ; O

9

for orders.

Major Ceneral Couverneur K. Werren wes Lo merch his V Corps at 7 a.im.
to J, Hergrave's house, on the road leading from Fowenty Postoffice to

. B riddie. Courthouse, There he was to take post. in supporv of Gregg's

cevalyy., When it took the field, the V Corps was to be accomns snied oy
1

‘Lo batteries, one rifled end one swooth-bore, and the usuel amount of

imbers and ceissons,® Like the troopers, the footsoldiers.

were Lo cnry slons four da:}"s’ rations, bﬂnet"f rounds of anmunition

JETTOTE B B b o - Falal - » - Lo Y s
woild Be zllocaled by Lhe corps! or e officer for ezch men Lakeu
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zlong on the expedition,

reserve., H0ne-helf the usual allovwance

reed over
Mhold these two points end the
his front and to the
with two batteries, allcwance
and mediéal supplies would be identical

Ais a2 situation could develop where

Nelson f. Flles), ere

on sbort.notice.

garrigons of the works,t

~¢CCcr“an their general,

AL}

t21 and one medicine wagon teo :
intrenching tools, besides the ploneer tocls,® would
corps. Should Warren neesd reinforcements,
10
Corps.
Major General iAndrew A. Humphreys wes to move

Corps divisions ™ot on the line to the
Hatcher's [Té}c / Run and t o Armstrong's
communica

in his rear.

the IX Corps and Brigedier General George W.

when he took the field at & a.m,
February L, had prepar

1 instructions.

50 rounds in cartridge-boxes and the rest in
of ambulances, with one hospi-

cach brigace, togetner with one-helf the

be taken by the

he was 1o look to the IX

out at 7 otcleck with
crossing of the Vaughen
¥ills M

Ee would

tions with General Warren® to

The I1 Corps was bto march

as bo rations, emrunition, tools,
to that of Marren's people,

tne entire Army of the Potomec

sight be called on to beke the field, Major General Jonn G. Parke of

Getty of the VI Corys,

- &long with the lezder of Humphreys! First Divislon (Brigadier Genersl
alerted to rold their commands ready to march
Théy were to be prepéred to withdraw "all the troops
excent bhe mininum nuxber necessary to raintain the picket-line and the

Meade's staffws pub on call to be ready to

12

red enu Gistributed

When bthe division

~ o verrmsn )




- were to be detailed to protect the camps uuw¢nc the corps' absence,

rere to proceed down the Jerusalem Plank Road to Gary's Church, then

to5 Reams! Station, where the commander of the advance brigade, Colcnel

o, Irwin Gregg, was to receive additional instructions. o batteries

would be teken along on the expedition, while the leader of the 3d Eri-

gzde wes to designate one of his regiments to report to General Warren.

en hod announced the order in which his ¥

Corps was to move out, Healin ng that there would be delays, Warren

winted his division copmanders Lo have their people formed and ready

to march by £:30 a.m, Brigadier Generel Kemeyn 5. Avres! Secono Divi--
b o o ,

-~

sion was to have the lesd, followed by Brigadier General Charles Griffin's

Pirst Division, the artillery, Brigadier General Samuel W. Crawford's

"Third Division, the ambulances, end finally the reserve ordnance Wagons.
3 2 ;

The usual nmumber of spring wagons would be allowed to accompany the

U"several headquarbers." At é: 30 in the morning, &1l the corps' ploneers

ﬁere to assemble at Dr. Gurley’s nouse. 4 thres days! supsly of beel
caftle én the hoot were.to be drivén along‘on the expedition, Guards
ih
¥V Corps troons currently on the picket line were to be left, when
the long blue columns mpved out. Rations to subsist the 1,400 pickets
hére'ﬂo be issued by the corps' chief of commissary. 15

General Humphreys, having served for months as Meade's chief of

A a . .7 a N U ey
_Suaff, was more security conscious than Varren and Gregg. Like General

Grant, He lsteled the circular prepared for the guldsnce of his division

Cormc%uers toonfidentizl.® Brigsdier General Thomas A, Smivth was Lo
2 g ¥

reh his Second Division ab 7 a.m, down Vsughan road, past Cummings’

e

]

house, and vis & crossroad to the vicinity of Armstrong's Mili. There
1 -
a8 waz o posh hiz troous asod hold the Habtcher Lun crossing. Lher unite




of Smyth's command were to guard the crossroad over which the Second
5

T,

pivision hed marched from Vaughan road and "look up the Duncan road
towerd the TWatlkins house.! Skyth's column was to be preceded by 350
norsesoldiers, who were to drive the Rebel vedettes beyond Hatcher Run.

The troopers were then to cross the stream, pushing on to Debney's Bill,

Fral

The Third Division, Brigsdier Ceneral Greshom Moll commanding, was

to follow Smyth. One brigade was to cross Hetcher Run, and hold the

e

roads beyond leading to Armstrong's and Tebney's mills. £ second bri-

=

gade was to be posted at the crossing of Hatcher hun, vhile & third vas

to be positioned at the point where the crossroad to trmstrong's Mill
leaves Vasughan road.
- During the advance, Emyth's people were to ook out for their right

ard. front, and, in conjunction with Mobt'!s division, testeblish a line
16

connecting with the corps picket-line near thhe Tucker house....!

To insure thet Smyth and Mott took the field with as many effectives

as possible, Humphreys issued instructions that during the night the 355

men from Smyth's division currently on picket were to be relieved by

soldiers from Censrzl Miles'! First Division., Mott's pickels would not
be relieved, but would ve withdrewn when the -division moved out, "ex—

cepting

a sufficient force to protect the camps in thelr rear against
guerrillas.® Miles, at & a.m, on the 5th, was to send garrisons to

v

¥orts Fmory and Siebert,
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and Brigadier Generzl David McM. Gregg's cavalry, in Decerber

THe BATTLRE OF HATCHER'S R’M, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865
Chaplter I
Meade snd His Cenerals Prepare to Strike
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The War of the Revellion: A Compilation

the Union and Confederste Armies (Weshingbon: 1880- 1501}, Series T,

Vol. XLV, pt, II, 367.

Tkid. ‘ -

Tobié. The V Corps, reinforced by the Third Division of the II Corps
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destroyed the Weldon Railroad, as far as the ¥eherrin Eiver,

Humphreys, The Virginie Campaien of '6k and 165, 310,

0. R., Series I, Vol, XLVi, pt. II, 367“358.

.1d., 568. Tn early January, the Confederste leaders had decided
to send General Butler with two (Rutledge's and Young's) of his
three brigades to South Carolina to éheck the advance of Major
General;ﬁilliam T. Sherman's powerful "army Group," On Januery

L

19 an order to this effect was issued. Mejor Generzl Vade Hampton

. about the same time was directed to proceed to South Carolina.

Edward L, Wells, Hempbon and His Cavelry in '6Z (#ichmond, 1899}, 38

. ., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. II, 368, 370.
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Tbid., 370, 377-378. A telegraph line was to berun from arny head-— _ :
werters to the If Corps' command post on Habcher Run. :

'R x

Tpid., 370, 372. Generzl ¥iles! division, which was posbted in the

emﬁmmnm,?&stomymtdmﬁmgﬂmcmms’Mmmmetoamwh&ﬁ@mﬁwmu

Thid. 42, Colonel Creggz of the 2d Brigadeias to recall two-thirds
2 _ & &

of the force thet he had on picket at dusk. The troopers remeining

on picket were to maintein their present line, with such modifications i
as Colonel Grege might direct. Ibid, :
, : aits '
Tbid., 379. 3
i

Toid., 378, 375.
Tbid., 373~37k. General liles was to hold his divislon, rincluding ;
. _ g

the garrison of the rear works, ready to move, excepting the force 5
. 3 o 2 £ o i

'{'w..

heretofore specified for gerrisons, pickets, as the picket-line . ?g
south of the rozd running west from Fort Curmings will require to i
L _ §
bé changed quickly by orders from the commending general." Ibid. ¥
. _ Ap10 ;
Toid.; 374, 375. Heretofore, Smyth's divislon had . garrisoned ‘
Foris Emory and Siebert. £
:
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" HATCHEE'S RUM, FEBRUARY 5-7, 1865

<

THE BATTLA O
Chapter IT

The Confederztes Come Cub To Fight

Reveille sounded at 2 o'clock on February 5, 1865, in the encamp-
ments occupied by Gerersl Gregg's fast-moving cavalry divi S“Oﬁ.. Before
an,hoﬁr had passéd, the btroopers had wolfed down 2 hurried breakfast,
squared'away their gear, and saddled thelr horses. The three brigadés

had been formed, mustered, ad inspscted by 3 a.m, Generzl Gregg now

gave the word, ahd the division moved out, The 2d Erigade, Colonel J.

oL

as the long column rode vhrough
1

Trwin Gregg commanding, tock the lea

. the de“kpess dovn the Jerusalem Planﬁ Rood.

AL Gary's Churcb_ the Wegd regiment, the i;tn Pennsylvania, turned

off the plank road and into & road leading westward. The early risers

were getting up, @s the column Lassea Wood's Shop. Daylight found the

-horsesolelers at Reams' Station, where Gerneral Gregg directed the ad-

Yance into the Hzlifax road, Veberans pointed out to replacements sites

essocizted with previous encounters with the Hebels in ard about Reams'

Station., At Mzlone's Crossing, the cavalry entered the Malone's Bridge

Aboub s mile from Helone's Bridge, men of the 13th Pennsylvenia

sighted Rebel pickets, Capbain Nethaniel S. Sneyd ordered the gait

Cuickened. The Confecerates were Seen to swing into their saddles and

‘rebire Tepidly dowm the road., Troopers of the 13th Penasy Avania pounded

Crossing Howanby Cresic, the greyclads sounded the slerm and Took

Lotimaes 4, . . o - & R, - \ L1 Y 1. 4 Y . Toem
ver in oz line of rifle-pits, Alsried by shouis and shois, the reserve

sepp e Rt
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drive the enen

_fleet than their comrades, were overtasken by the Federals,

nad crossed and moments before the Federzls came into sighb, the Con-

‘federates removed & number of planks, whlch th d previously loosened
from the bridge.

General Gregg, who rode with the vanguard, saw the fortifications
and called for the commander of the 13th Pennsylvania to form his
troopers for battle, As soon as the cavslrymen hal dismounted and

-

horse-holders had been detailed, the Pernsylvaniesns deployed &s skir-

mishers to the left and right of the road, Mwith orders to advance and
: & 3

.

from his position...."

T
o

+

The troopers fought thelr wey, "Indian-fashion,? toward the edge

of the stream, VWithin a few ninutes, the bluecosis had gezined the upper
.- hend end were zble to keep the Revels pinnsed down., Covered by the fire

. of these sharpshooters; volunteers. dashed forward and repaired the bridge.

iy

'.Colonel'Gregg now celled up the 2d Pennsylvaniz. Putting the spurs to .
tneWr nors°s, tne 2d Pedns~1van1 Cavalry clattered zecross the bridge,

gscﬁitering the Confederates, who hed abandoned their position and were

racing for their mounts, in 211 directions. 4&n officer and 15 men, less
2

When the march was rensvied, the gth Pennsylvenia Cavalry of Gregg's
Drigade took the lead, as the division pounded westward toward Dinwiddie

skl 1 . - . - AT L . s
Courthouse by way of the military and Vaughan roads. No further opnosil-

. “ton wsg encountered, as the Yankee horsesoldiers pounded ahecd The

vested in the engagement at Malcne's Eridge,

o
i 3
5]
o
[6}
H
[
b
&
152}
-
=
i
Q
P d
.
oty
D
Tt
=
®
()

= i3 N . ) A B . . . [ . )
=4 relired toward Stony Creek. . Galloping into Linwiddie Courthouse

I nine wagons.
nile btre divisizn rested, Colonel Cregg orgenized and sent ouvd inr
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fioed towerd Belfield, while the 16th Peansylvania Cgvalry headed up the

» : :
combaet patrols. The 8th Pennsylvenia Cavalry rode down the Boydion Flank

LN}

&L
plenk rozd in the direction of Petersburg. A detachment from the 2d
Pennsylvenie Cavalry heacded oul the Flat Fool road,

Lieutensnt Colonel Willism A. Corrie and his horsesold iers of the

gth Pennsylvaniz drove down the plark road to & roint beyond the cross-

ing of Butterwcod Creszk, without 1ﬁueﬂgeﬁ ing any more wegons, Shear-

O*;

headed by Captain kcTowell's squadron (Companies A and D), the 16%h

Perns ylvanis rode up the plank road about five miles, overta

Cwegons and an ambulance, and capburing three officers snd e dozen en-

listed Confederates. The 16th Pemnsylvenia, not having fired z shot,

‘then retraced its steps. Of the three ratrols ordered out, only the
- 2d Pennsylvania exchanged shots with the Rebels, As they advanced down
”Flat Foobt rozd, bhe horsesoldiers of the 24 Pennsylvenia clashed wibth a

':smrll mounted detachment, 3

the prisoners and the r esidents

U'Q

-General Gregg, after questionin

‘:”OL tne village, concluded that information indicating th e Rebels viere

.n@V“Pv larée quanulbles of supplies into Peter sburg by way'of the Boydton

]

'Planh Road was false. During the_past ten days, he wrote Chief of Staff

Ale der S. Webb there had beenvery little wagon traffic along that

TegC.  Although he hed driven his men herd, only 18 wagons had been cap-

e 1 Fovert B, Lee's infantyy divisions had
sl o T L s 4 N . . N AL b Az . .
LU on the night of the Lth, four miles northeast of Dinwlddie Couri—

RS T, 4 o . . ~ 5 N P B
“%. This foree had broken camp at dawn and hed marched up the Loydavon
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Confederate troop movements, hovever,
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According to the priscrzsz, Colonel B, Huger FRutledge's South Carolina

ceyslry Brigade had gone scum:, The remainder of Lee's cavalry, currently

‘oserabing on the Southside, iz: szid to be "about Belfield and north to-

werd Jarrattis." Because of Tie destruction of the railroad bridge across
gne Meherrin River, there wi: reportedly only a small g ity of sup-

-lies at Belfield, con nseguenilT, G"‘egg decided the ;fji‘sk--m,_leg.ainge his
(5:.‘:15 ion to that point wasn't wrth The rikk,

Setisfied that he had I-7_icted 211 damage he could to the Confeder-
ate military in the Dimwidcl:z lourthouse area, Gregg started his division

tack for the Rowanty, As hi: Tanguard wes turning into the military roed

at h:u:m s, -General Gregg sert @ pelrol down Vaughen roed to relay to

:_‘CE'IE?‘EI Warren Bne informati-= that the horsesoldiers hac collected

regardirig Bebel activities ir-he area, The cavalry division was back

3

at ¥alone's Bridge st 10 p.r. Cn the return march, a helf dozen mounted

butt_ernuts harassed Greggls rzir gusrd, Captain Oliphant's squadron

5

(“Oduh'nies G ané H), 16th Feiisrlvenia Cavalry.

A
A o Y

General Humphreys and ris staff were up and about long before day-
% on February 5. Cheekir: his order of balile at 5:25, Humphreys
-z gavelry officer (who was to have reported

1 a.r. nad not shown up. Vhen he investigated,

©

st thzvs had been a mistake: the cavalry wa

At iz designated hour, Major Frank W. Hess
.nd men of = 3d Penns wlva iz Czvalry showed up 2t
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Comrunicating with General Smwmyth, Humphreys was delignted to learn

that the Second Division's picket line had been relieved by trocps from

A L
o

Sryth &ssured his corps corx b-at thi

Unis

-

OUY

=2

3L

his troops were massed ab McDougall's house and were ready and eager

8

o take the field,

o+

1

3

s

o

AL 7 otelock Smyth's civision, preceded b Yajor Hess and
“troopers, took up bhe march, Immediately benind the cavelry, as the
Seconq Division turned inte Vaughen road, czme Colonel William A - i

Olmsted's Ist Brigacde, foilowed by Colonel Mabthew ¥urpghy's 24 Erigade, :

the 10th Massachuselts Battery, and Lieutenant Colonel Francis E, E

Pierce's 3d Brigade, Before the column had hiked very far. down Vaughen ' f

.road Colonel Olmsted, in compliance vilth instructions from Genersl

Smyth, sent the 19th Massachuseits forward to support Hesst! cavalry.

Generzl Mott had turned his division out al daybresk. Forty min-
utes before the Third Division was slated to move out, ILievtenant John

Wi. Reder repcrted to Mott with his unit-—3Battery K, Lth U. &, Light Ar-

tillery, reinforced by a section of Battery B, fst Tthode Island'Light

tillery, tt at 7 c.m. pub his division in motion., The Third Di-

Vision, with Brigadier General Regis De Trobriand's Ist Brigade in the

lead,'followed Smyth's column down Vaughan road, UNear McDowell's house,

‘one of Humphreys' staff-officers hailed General Fott, Humphreys wanted

tht to send forward-the brigade that was to force a crossing of Hatcher

éﬁn. Pot uold De Trobfiand o aééompany the aide, Instructions at the

Szme time were issued helting Sryth's division. ' ‘ )
The 1st Brigade and one section of Battery K followed De Trotriand,

€5 he rode through the picket line, De Trobriand's mission wes twofold.

ct
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of Hetcher Bun et Vaughen rosd,




ALD proaching Eatcher Fun, ¥ajor Hess and his scouts saw

wreke disposition To hold the roads leading to Armstrong's and Tebneytls

1iils." Screened by Hess and his horsesoldiers, De Trobriand's blue-
1ot i0

Shots were exchanged near Curmings! house, as Hess'! cavalrymen

a

£

charged and drove Confederate vedettes down the road toward the ford,
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1

& smell detachment of Reoels posted in rlfle—plts on the opposite bank
to guard the Vaughen road crossing. 'A-hurried reconnsissance satisfied

tess that his troopers would be unable to force a Mpassage' &s planned,

a

. becauge the crossing had been obsiructed with felled timber.

Updn receiving this news from Hess, DeITrobriand'prepared to emcloy

his'inféntry to establish the bridgehead, Soldiers of Lne 2d U, 5., Sharp-
shooters wefe called ﬁp and deployed as skirmishers to the front and right
of the Hebels't breastworks, ﬁhile the éharpshooters engaged the Johnnies,

the 99ﬁh snd 110th Peansvlwvenia worked their way through the woods south

“lof Vbughan road. Colonel Edwin ®. Biles of the 9%th was to teke advant-

'aée'qf the diversion effected by the regulars to force a passage of Hatcher

fun at the broken dem, 200 yards below the crossing.,
After waiting about 15 minutes and hearing nothing further from Colonel

H A -.. - - - L -
“iles, General De Tpobriand rode.to the left to ascertein the cause of the

. ‘-"_! .
telzy. As his horse trotited into the woods, De robrlaﬂq was shaken to

o NIR

the two Pennsylvanla regiments lying down among the trees., He was

when he confronted Biles and derended an explanation. Biles

"The cavalrymen told me the run was jmpassable for feotsoldiers

~+& Yhe supposed that he was to regulate his movements!' on the sharp-

o

R
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The misunderstanding resolved, the $9th Pennsylvania, supporied by
[ 2 3’ 2 A.I" A

1

he woods and charged across a small, open field

the 110th, moved out of %

ing for tne bluecoats to a2ttenpt a

g:)

to the bank of the run. Withous
crossing, the butternuts abandoned thelr earthworks and disappeared into

the tl'oer beyond. Even with no opposition, the Yarks experienced corn-

from log to log., GCeneral De Trobriaand was compelled to dismount and

pass the stream in similar fashion.
4.3, L0

Having geined the west benk of the run by 9?35, General De Trobriand
nad the mission of rosting his men to cover the bridgehead and wetch the
roads leading to Armstrong's and Dabney's mills. -An arc-shaped line was
laid out; crossing the two roads, the right resting on the run and the
ieft on a swamp. As the regiments of the 1st Prlgaqe slowly worked the

wey across Hetcher Run, the un1ts fllea into poslulon. Qutposis were

pushed out, conn60u1ng on the left with tne captured rlfleuplts in whlcn

De Trobriand posted two companies, The brigade's numerically strongest

regiment, the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery, was held in reserve, ready to
~

move on the double to any point on the perimeter where ibs services were

. reguired, Observing that Rebel skirmishers occupled the woods to their

{ani A S . 12
center and right, the Yanks dug in. :
Heznwhile, Lhe rision pioneers had bean called up and pub to work

tridging the run, One bridge wes thrown across_the stream at the Vaughsn

rcad crossing and a second ab the broken dem, The latter bridge wes
eomnleted first. As soon ac the bridge was declared reely for traffic,

bajor Hess and his horsezoldiers crossed and reported to

N o T ST e R S
wvtn, &5 scon as Le Trobrianc's rear guarc had nassad,




federate outposts, Supported by the 19th Massachusetis Infantry, the

‘-distance beyond, the ouuteLUuts rollled and. checked the Union cavalry.
;Thfee éompaﬁies of the 19th Kassachusetls, deployed as skirmishers, now £
Ktook the lead., Smeshing the Confederate roacblock, the infaniry chesed
" the Johnnies across Hatcher Fun. Here their advance was stopped by the
7fire-df sharpshooters posted in_rifle—pits on-the opposite bank., The }ﬁ

officer in charge of the skirmishers shouted, "Take cover!®

et

"reazched Hatcher Bun 2rnd saw Debel inf

¥,
F
M

+01d Colonel Olmsted to resume the march, The leader of the II Corps,

fiensral Humphreys, wanted Suyth to secure & crossing of Halcher Run ab
irmstrongts Mitll, After covering the bridgehead, Su¥ih wis to extend

“to thel‘ngb beyond R. Armstrong's house, anchoring his right on Eocky

k]

Tranch, Preceded by a company of the 3d Pennsylvenia Cavalry, the

Second Di f1qwcn fOi_Oﬂea De Trobriand'!s column to within one-half mile

[ -

of the Vaughen road crossing of Hetcher Bun., Here it turned into a

cert reed leading wesbward through the woods to Armstrongls Mill, As

=3
- EL -

O

tqe horsesoldiers zocroached Hocky Branch, they were [ired on by Con-

Penﬂ5"lv nisns cherged, driving the Rebels across the stream. A short

14

General Smyth, hearing shots in the woods off to his left, cailed

on Colonel Qlmsted for znovher reglﬁeru. The brigade commencder sent P

the 19th Maine., The gen eLGW told Lieutenant Colonel Joseph W, Speuld-

ing of the Maine'regimﬂnt to move his vpesople Min line of baltle off to
left,® Covered by two companies, deployed as sklrmishers, the 19th
dzine nor<ec its wey through woods and dense undergrowth., The Me inemen

.

ntry picketing the opposite bank.

S

creyclads diving into thelr rifle-pifs, which

=€verzl shols ssnt the gr

R

tarelleled the bank at & disbance of sbout ten rode
the failurs of the foe teo clear fields of Iirs,




- T,

- doned breastworks. Reinforced by two additional companies, the skir-

‘with the picket line of the 19th Massachuseile on the north side o

- Hatcher Run.

- Olmstedts brigede was posted with its left flank (the 19th Vessachusebbs)

resting on Hatcher Fun,and in contact with the 19th leine on the south

- of the treoops were put to work erecting breastworks, As

I . ‘;

‘Speulding's skirmishers crossed the run, one at a time on a fallen tree,

5

znd took cover in a defiladed ares between the water and top of the bank.
iithough il wes slow going, Lne rest of the re
the route pionesred by the skirmishers, A11 his men across, Spaulding

advanced his skirmishers, As soon a5 they showed themsslves, there was

Maine had geined tne upper hend, and the Rebels took to their heels.

Spaulding's skirmishers lost no time in teking possession o

mishers extended bto the right, Visual contact was scon established

i
1
i
H

0
L

3

15

While the 19th Maine wes carving oul a bridgehead, Genersl Bryth
proceeded to deploy his division, keeping in mind General Hurphreys'
instructions to extend to the right. The troops'were rarched up the

roed leading to Armstrong'’s houso and UTacea in line of battle Colonel

o

bank, The ground occupied by much of .the fst Brigade was in a field,

facing the woods, Skirmishers advanced into the pines, while the rest

2nd the 1st Minnesobe advanced into the t.roe; to the left znd front,
16

“hey drove inm Confederale pickets, capturing two, o

Colonel Mathew Murchy's 24 Brigzade was posted on the right of
& J Lt i "

L on Rocky Branch. The line along vhich

!_.1

mstedls, its right res

tuarphy's troops entrenched ¥wes in advance of the Armstrong house and



S .

wvas advanced &s pic&ets

~

Shortly oePOfe noon, & unit from the 3d Brigede, the ist Delawsre, re-
coried to Colonel Murvhy. The Delaware people were posted on the right,

tpefusing their right wing, with their two right ccmpan vies thrown perpendi-
(=] (=3} gy Ey

cularly to the rear," About 100 yards in front of his rignt, across the

.

intervening clearsd ground, Murghy could see the pr file of & Ee&b
b 3 & & En

1

?i th Mconpecting curtains.! 7%hile the soldiers were ¢igging in, a gun eni—

"ﬂﬁPEd in. thls work sent an occasional round screaming overhead, bul beyond

17

sheking up the recruiis doing no damag
ng I

i1 .The 3d Rrigade was to consiitute Smyth's reacy reserve, conseoueq 1y, it

1t ridge, " near Armstrong's. ~Colonel

|«H

was masssd Bunder cover of a silg

“Fierce by noon had been called upon for four units, besides the lst Delawzre.
AV 11.a.m, the 7th West Virginia Batbalion was ordered to report to Colonel
‘gﬁlmsued. Led by a staff-officer, the lest Virginians crossed Halcher Run on

2 dam, under a galling smell-arms' fire, and took position alonrque the 19

. The 14th Connecticut was rushed up from the reserve Lo be posted in

upport of two sections of the 10th Massachusetls Battery. The left section,

Yieutenant 1r ' :
‘=ieuvenant Milbrey Green commanding, had emplaced its fO-pounder Perrobts

Lt

‘Armstron;'s house, cormanding Duncan road snd CQVering the Iront

Sand “?Gﬂu of the Second D1V1330ﬂ‘ the center section had unlimbered its

Fun and Smyth's left

£
L

[had
—
2
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o
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e
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olonel Georgs F. Hoprer advanced with his battalion o

2% 10th New York to reinforce Olmsted!s skirmish line, while at 2 p.m.

TR R T r : . . . . . i e, i

©tieUn New Jerssy was organized into fatigue perties and asta iled Lo
S E g A ) 18

SRIICY & ocorduroy. road.

Gersral lotbtte 2d znd 3d Erigecdes hed trailed Srytn's division cown
- :
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_crganization in "line of battle near the Tucker house, across the road

"brigade, familiarizing himself with the topography

‘that direction.

roed to Cummings! house, Here Moti called a brief halt. In pur-

q."
\‘\)

ughai

cosnce with Meade's mester plan, Mott sent Colonel Hobert ¥callisterts 3d

"5“

U}

urignde Gown & wool IOEC toward Tucker's., Meillister was to place ni

4

-lezding past it, and to throw out pickets well to the front, conneciing
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- Within & short time, Mcillister's infentry had filed into position

in the woods at Tucker's, 4 line of outposts was established end manned
%y'the 120th New York and the 11th New Jersey, and a connection made witn

"Iﬁrpnv's uecond DlVlSlon ch<ets along a cart road, HMeAllister spent most

the Torenoori explor_nﬂ the woods in front of the sector OCCupleQ by his
: 20 _

.

At 12:30 orders were received from General Humphreys 1o build breast-

.’Eprks. MeAllister's people went to *orﬁ with & will. ICATllutef feared
“that a Rehel column might infiltrate the ground bebween his right ‘and a

-branch of Arthur Swemp, so he haed his soldiers extend their rifle-pils in

21

General Humphreys had been studying nis meps. On doing so, he con-—
cy >

-

¢luded that, if past eXpariences were o guide, the Confederates would socn

:;le 7e the protection of tnelr fortifications, and launch a

&vlack., Humphreys felt that the Rebels aould a2im their initial b

rez between Halcher Fun and the headwaters of Arthur Swemp, where

eod ucawllster’s men were entreaching. Consequently, Humphreys rode to his

to examine Smyth's and lMedllister's positions, The corps cownancer

—
o
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saw Lhat j
roint, was unable to cover the
and Arthur Swemp.

wiles .to dj

McAllister's brigade, although it was styretched to the break

After checking with CGeneral leads,

ing

Ade exparise of front belwesn Focky Branch

u

Humphreys at 2 p.m. telegraphed

brigade to relieve.,.Mcillister in

General stch Ya strong
. C . . 22
the pesition now ogcouried by him near the Tucdker house,®
An zble and vigorous officer, Miles did not cuibble, Contacting
the leader of his Lth Brigsde, Colonel John Remsey, the general told him

N

tn move oubt with 211 of his "dispossble force,®

=
i

e
o

Miles, after he saw Hamssy's. iro

they were en route to Tucker's, If a

2L,
FRLVAS

should be there by

ey
13
P

Remsey's .people marched more rap
Dber of Ramsey's staff rode up to Meal

leader of the 3¢ Brigade & cony of Ger

.

nis bkour, Mcillister's bluecoets

==
o1
i

on which they had been working. BEefo

¢lfect of this bombshell, Colonel Eam

Inside of 30 minutes, Rarsey's

cf

I

o
',. e
Q
@

ard along th
siments in a
~general, Capltain J
Nee

<=2rters for fresh instructi

08 .

4
{4

Y& lot of complaining ahoul heving
. 7.,7__"!_,-_-3;-5 I rr" L A.J.Dlln,:r o3 *Jn"‘ ::_LJ ;,_t

could be turned oubt under zrms and in light marching order,

1ls column in moition dewn Veughan

is soon as- the soldiers

Colonel Ramsey
. 23
road,
ops hit the road, wired Humphreys that

ll.went according to schedule, the bri-

.

idly than anticipated., At 3:30 é U
lister's cormand post,-and handed the
rerel Humphreys!' 2 Q'clock telegram
hed nearly completed_the line oi vorks
re McAllister could recover from the

isey rode up at the head of his brigade.

soldiers had replsced MeAllister's in

Mcillister
ications, while
onn F. Finkelmeier,to division head-
iless to say, McAllister's soldiers

the fruits of their lsbor enjoyed

Lon,m, orcers

Aot ey iR - - e




. the east bank, Humphreys outlined to Cenersl De Trotrs

¥aughan road, M"so as to tzke possession of the Del

~esteblished by the mejor at Debney's Mill,

Ci2ds wers formed &long tne edge of

to redeploy his brigade oh Ramsey's left,

i
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sntry was teking position, Gensrals Eumphreys and

Mot erossed Hatcher Fun to inszect the bridgehezd., Before returning to

(“\
]
F_,,l
n
=
o
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- whaet their next moves should be. De Trobriand was to push out along

Tral

. Keys! house.? Hess and his horsesoldiers were to open commumnicztions

with the 19th Maine at Armstrong's Ford, A 30-man outpost was to be

26

Hess, having the smaller-command, moved first. On the road to

‘L*Jstvons's Ford, one-fourth mile beyond the perimeter held by De Tro-

'?brland‘s 1nfcatry, Hess! cavelry encountered Rebel pickets. The grey-

h -

f a wod and posted behind a rail fence,

[2)]

‘-v;,\n, .. , . pa1 2 - : 22 e 2 2
Lorpeny 4, Ca, ptain Louis K. &tille commending, wes dismounted and ordered

rive in the Rebels, bub they were too siron

L e - . - L
CREsERy R bo chargs, ”ountnd, on Company A's lefi, while Company M ad-

T2 e ’ s ! . + 1 - . a
Enced on Stillets right. Sweeping forward, the Yanks roubed the butter~

ronm behind the fence, capturing five. As they felt their way

“rough the pines. beyond, the Fennsylvania cavelrymen encountered the

in Hesnsidersble force.t Hess wae sabtlsii



4

when notified cf this, Gernzral Humphreys cirected Hess Lo return to

V Corps &t 4. Hargraves'.

kg T

1iner & two-mile rids sowerd Herzraves', Hess! venguard was fired on by

. . 27

wniners posted in the zines esst of Vaugnan road.

o,

: R TPy T A cmar Mot akas T ootk Rdae A ond
onel West &t [ o.m. had crosssd Hatcher fun wieh his origace.

{n doing so, he had Zwmed line of battle vith his rignt resiing on Vaughen

A

yoad and his left, vio:h was re’used, anchored on the run, De Trobriand ;_.f
zﬁé_nqﬁ free teo take zoession 2f the Eabnef's 1ill rosd. Thres regiments,
"ﬁwo ffom his bfigaCQ he 4Oth lsw York end the 110tn Penns Avania) and one g: :
ffom test's (the 1051, ennsylvznia) were entrusted with this mission. As fn_;
f:ﬁ%ﬁy-? .suea forwerc, ine Yarks: foobsoldiers swept back The Hebel pickets, ;

ﬂ soon gained their oal.

¥hen Hess' caval— batiali:n was fired on,as it felt its way elong

‘Y%Ughan roed, the 10ii: Pennsylvznia was ordered to horsesoldiers' assist-
&ncel. Supported by iz infantry, the troopers charged and smashed the

keb

[44]

1 rosdplock., Th: :dvance aiong Vaughan road was continued £ill con-

ol

baeh o e ae
Eapg_nas establishec “2ih the V lorps. After reporting to Jeneral uarren,

re

khe column retraced
?‘,‘;:* oy .
nEL the road was opi..

21 towser Tehind Fort Fisher,-signal corps personnel

Zwint under ovservation., At 3:15 p.m, these
£w:ls were moving & very heavy column to

“right,r Miles Tilegraphel this dmportent inforw wbion bo his superior,

c-ars were ‘ssued alerting the division commenders o

o 5 - P
~ guard aralinsT a countiritiack.
h

Pty

oo
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. passage of Hat

¢ gloves from the pew, left immediately.

‘line on the zlert and in readiness for any emergency.?
. 5

dierted his subordinates charged w

smeriences, meny of them bitter, snabled ve
: 2 - 3

y

i
(B

agt
men of the Army of the Pobtomac to know about what Genersl Roberl E. Les

and his peo%le s respense to their surge toward the Boydten  Piank Road

'"5

-

wsuld be, TIndeed, they were able teo calculafe'just gbout the lengih of
time it would tzke les and his geneva
Lee was.atténding church in Petersvurg, when an aide entered, and,
in & hushed voice, told his general that Union infentry had forced &

L

cher Bua at the Veughan road crossing., Iee waited quietly

“until communion then, contrery to his custom, went with the first group

Ly

T an

(\)

] Ue received the communion and, teking up his h

to the chancel, !
30

- Before ridine Ffor the point of dangsr, Lee stop ed in at his head-
. (&1 F > S

1.

querters for a few minutes. & telegram was Gispatched at 2:&5,relaying

news of the Union. advance to the Wer Lepariment, and ammouncing that the
SR L o 1 , ]

jgeneral was preparing Lo meeb the foe, 31 At-then same time, Chief of

. A* 1_le“ ni1l3em K. Pencleton was notified, "The enemy are advencing

S on the Vaughan rozd, cavelry and infantry crossing at Hatcher's / sic /

Fun, ~This mey be & strong movement. FHave the artillery on the viole

32

In the past, “the deaera_s haﬂ alvays made 2 thrust north of the James

'Lu-.- hd 2 b - S . * ..., ] : ) : a . ) .
“overd RBichmond, 1n con;unctlon with attempbs to extend thelr leftl, so

Lievterant General James Longstreet was contacted. longstreet in turn

ref Qenerzl Lee Yanticipates a simultancous move on our left,!

2

To cope with this new Union offensive; General Lee hed availadble @
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deyis march for men riding horses and r”u‘es‘-tnat had

AD Thner
P,

Heth's and Cadmus .
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AruQLr Swanp hesding several hundred yards northwest of Boisseau's houss i
seper rated Heth's left from Wilcox's right, From right to ieft Heth's i
y _iﬁyggadss were posved: Brigadiér General John R. Cocke's, Colonel WWilliem _
?@Cémb's, Brigadier General Joseph . Davis!, and Brigadier General %
t%ﬁiliam_ﬁ. MaéPﬂels; Three of Wilcox's four brigades were in the works-—-— ;
?bppwg 's on the right, jene's in the center, and Scsles' on the left, ;
:}5160xf$ other brigade, Thomes!, wes north of the Appomatiox and had %
.begﬁ'stailo ned there since July5h.:39. l
_ Accom?anied vy his steff, Generzl Lee at 3 otclock réon out of
; 'aPEtéerurg, taking the Eoydton Plank Road. Already, a mumber of Lee's i

4

in accordsnce witn his instructicns, nad pubt Their columns in

1




feeling their wey up Duncan roa

233 three brigades from their camps to Burgess' Mill, thea down

4 o

took Cox road, while others fol?o“ea the Boydton Plank road. Union signal

*e“sonﬂml staticoned in the tower behind Fort

93

roats undsr observetion. It was 3 p.ri. 08

heir first glimpse of one of Finegan's brigades, "golng at quick time to

L0

our 1eft on the Cox road

An hour eariier, CGaners

nis superior to prepsre his men to take the field. The order to move
oyt came within the hour. Uren lesving his canp st Bolsseau's, HcGowan
ked his lead regiment, the ist South Carolina, fell in benind MacRae!

de followed MacHas's troops
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Cdown the works toward Heteher Fun. Heer the center of Heth's camps,

¥eGowan called a helt, Teking position behind the breastworks, the

South Carclinians nervously fingered their rifle-muskets, as they

" listened to the rattle of musketry and the roar of cannon in the woods
to their front. GQuestioning several soldiers who were guarding the huts,

the South Carolinizns learned thal the troops formerly holding this sec—

L. o . - T - 4
tor, Davis! Mississiovpisns, hed been ordered out to atuack Unicn broops

d, b1

General Cordon, learning of the Union advance, had ordered out

end Pegram's divisions. North of Hatcher Hun, Evens had marched

1

‘1‘:):._‘, o . ' 'y . ,7 . . . O
Cink of the yun to the line of works in front of General Cooke's winter
{Merters, The division then moved to the left along the works, about one

IS ~

vcleds at 4 p.m, crossed the orti-
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entéring the woods and uncerorush skirting Rocky Branch, Ivans formed

.
clpads
vigs

5T 4 1oL L L e oy PRI | e e TFa 4 e A
sral Evens told them that they were Lo gulde on Terry, He tnen waved

ris battle line forward., The division advanced to where the artillerists
\ .

red uplisbered thelr guns and helbed, Skirmishers were wushed out, as

tre botteries shelled the woods to ths front,

Heth had wessed his division on the lefl of Evans! trcops. Yhen

vanced, Heth woulc do so on & twe-origade front, Cocks's and

£

he &
chogo S br¢saues, supported by Devis! and MacRaels, would spearhead
the counteratiack. General Lee rezched the field about the time that
Hebh snd Evens were completing their preparations. Since the hour vas
.1bte, Lee decided to send Heth's troops forwerd, although Finegan's di-

L2

vision was not.yet up.
South of Hatcher Iun, General Pegram prepared to resist the Union

‘column thet had esteblished a bridgehead on the west side of Hatcher Run,

About 3 olclock Heth's Confederates began nrobing the ssctor held by

7ih's left flank L*rlgcuae, Oimsted’s, A thrust egeinat the picket line

t
H
1




sr 23l-oub assaull on his left, so he had Colonel Olmsted deploy the 20th

csachusetts as skirmishers to plug 2 gap that had opened belwsen Yurphy's
oo B3

CLC.,

-~ Two Hebel batteries at L o CWOCA began shelling Hurphy's breastworks.

zde's lelt the guns emplaced in a re-

OL‘

’hile one bat te 7 hermered the bri;

pounded his fremb, Setisiied that the Confederztes were endeaver—

_ ing to soften up his posiiion pregears story to attacking, Murphy asked the
C2000088TS of the 10th Massachusetts Battery to hold their fire, while
.L

siudir word for hAS pickete to keep thelr eyes open,

had moved to carry oubt his instructions

4]

'?Nbﬁliister in The meantinm

.«J

@o post his brigade on Ramssy's left., His right reginments were Just

-fi_inﬂ into position, when Heth stru ek, Advancing in double line of

”ibattle *éo?ered by'a strong skirmish line, Heth's division pressed for-

'1mru on tne left and right of Rocks Brancn, Yankee vpickets fired a few
é y’ » T

scattered shots and fled., Colonel EeAllister bellowed, ®Double-Guick!®

!
B . . !.
C_his iroops uickly com leted their deployment, S : B N
, q ] ploy f

Lleutenaﬁt Colonel John 7 1lllan of HUNUHF@JS’ staff galloped up at

O

.;rl?,mﬂmﬁnt, shouting that z gap had opened on the right, where Ramsey's

b igade had closea to the right. To cope with this situation, the rear

1th New Jersey) was diverted from the left. As men of
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~# 11th Hew Jersey scrambled into position behind the breastworks,

I Lhem, A Rebel batbery, empleced to the left and rear of Thowmpson's
=%, shelled the blueccats, hurring Lhem along. ents after the 11th

= :'. B .
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pzibelion of the 8th Hew Jersey found itself with no protection, e

on the heels of the retreating

iress and undervrush. Following hara

5% the 8th New Jersey. The New
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s battle lines appeared
giment greeted the butternuts
with 2 te rrlxlc volley, ceusing them to fall back in confusicn,

nxs'! fire,

M

and book cover behind stumps ard felled timber Rocky Branch.

fhus sheltered, the Johnnies punished the exposed wing o

C"

From left to right

}..J

ey, Heth's baitl

]

1,

‘g mutuel congratulations at he

in
-l

T

t¥eyclads came on a sscond time,

Lol

, the 120th ew Jersey,

cl—

-11th Massachusstis held the brigade front to
ines caie on yell known to...2li.¥

efter volley ripved into the oncoming Confederates; cutting d own

‘&nd men, and compelling them to recoil,

iést of Rocky Branch, Ivans! skirmishers assziled the right

hv's picket line defended by the 1824 New York. The New Yorkers and
I J

butternuts engaped in 2 spirited fire-fight. er ebeut 15 minubes,

the Jomnnies pulled beck, Tne Hebel artillery now resumed its bowmbard-

Bent of Murphy's main line of resistance. While the Yanks were excheng-
zving beaten 0M the Southerners, Ivans'

but again they were repulsed by Murphy's
R o . ./ 11
“irmishers, Colongl Murchy at this time was Q_S'ﬁLed, a minie ball
er turaing commend of the brigede over to tne
*lor regimeatal commander, Colonel P. McIvor of the 170th New

ezai of Hocky Zranch were




=vultaﬁeouslj orders were given for the 1Lth Comnecticul to change
frcnt to the right and take posiltion cavering Hocky Erancn. Aithough they
hed 10 cross an ares swept by artillery, the Comnecbicut regiment "chenged
front forward on first compeny, bringing.../ its“7 line at a right angle

ith the llne attacked.” The 12th New Jerse
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ouwldlng assigament just as S“ytn was preparing to move out w;uh the Lth
Ohio and the 108th Hew York, A change in plans was made. Since he be-

lieved thet two regimentis would be sufficient for the mission, Swmyth

~crossed the branch at the head of the Lth Chic and the 12th New Jersey

to discover Mcillister'!s men ¥filing in to occupy that ground that...

_[}m”7, intended to occupy....¥ Smyth sccordingly ordered the Ohio
“bettalion to report back to Colonel Pierce, while the 12th Hew Jersey

-+ was pested in support of McAllister's brigede. The 108tn Hew York in

Ty

the meantime had been'employed to bolster Olmsted's picket line.

. Two sectlons of the 10th Mess achusetts Battery were emplaced west

of Rocky Branch at the hour of Heth's advance., Generzsl Smyth, sesing

LA N N 5 . -
- that the bubtternuts were driving toward the 300-yard gap separsting his

right from McAllister's left, sent word for Lieutenant J. Webb Adams to
2

) o . . C. . ' a P
Wheel his guns about. Since belng unlicbered, Adams' and Green's secilons

. fed been only slightly enge ged, rav:ng fired an occasi ional round at the

2

Car Mons to their front whicn were’ ba agsing Murechy's 1m?anurv. Greeﬂ,
[

R . L. e e i v oLl

resse section was dn DELLEry near young Armstrong's, found thai on re-

¥ersing his {0-pounder Parrotis tret he was cble to enfilade the aavenc-

=
O

in

0z Rebel lines, 300 yards to his front. Adems’ pieces from near the

-

fort delivered Man oblique fire on the ceater and left? of Hethis patils

jge
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_pﬁ@vs*lvanwa thCﬂ was on pe%rol.

nyjever ¢id shells do more effective work," bragged the battery's

than.-did those fired by these lwo s

was 4 rare one, and rost rarely did i
advance first appeared in view in & somew f
woods, meinly pines and ozks, and amid these the havoc was greatest.
Five men were afierwsrds Iound lying dead near & tree, killed by

z shell which, singnlarly enough, first passed complevely through
the trunk of the tres, exploding on the further side, L8’

 road crossing, sent &n side to see how Colonel Fedllister was doing. The

steff-officer returned with news thal reiliister "wes most gallantly en-

)

_ courag_ug his co f’na," and thet he had sent "worc that he was fighling
Cwith and v thoub breast-works; also, that he could whip the rebels away.!
. Although Mott liked McAllister's spirit, he determined to rush him some

“assistance, At 5 p.m.-orders'were issued for Colonel West to pull two

“-regiments out of the bridgehead and march them to the point of danger.

" In ovedience with these instructions, West direcied the 141st Penn-

31v¢n1a and the 1si Massachusetts Heavy Artillery Lo recross Hatcher

Rﬂn.and to resort To Colonel Mcillister near Tucker's. Shortly after -

tfeoe two units had moved outb, West was instructed by pott to masten

'_to hcnllls er’o assistance with 2ll his brigade, except the 105th

L9

A1l told, General Eeth launched three attacks agasinst the sector

-Q_fehded by McAillister's reinforced brigade, Colonel FcAllister re-

C2lled that not long after the imitiel repulse:

The well- M.c;w“ deoel vell rolled oul on the evening breeze,

end on rushed their messed columns. My line now opsned &

rost destructive fire,...zgain the enemy were repulsed. The
fire slackening some, I rode clonL the lines encouraging the
men to stend firm and the dar would be ours. They ail sbruck
up the song ”Eﬂnly‘arouna the Flazg, Roys.® The Ietels repliec,

As soon 2s Heth's sitack began, General 1ott ‘who was at'the Vaughen
E&I, P g
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%7 ”.- .; ' 2 - h) k]
:£3A111 sterts ieft. West's lead reglment, the 57th Pennsylvanie, deployed

'1ﬂt0‘battle “ine on the double. Cherging into the bottom, the Penansylvan-
“Fﬂﬁs checkeé the Confederates' surge. Following c¢lose on the heels of the
5%

' 1‘Q‘-.Pl‘essin “orvward, the Michirenders passsd a number of Second Division
ST LIg 3 _ P

R

iWje will rallv eround your flag, bovs!" The heavy firing
had ncw veasea for the time beunc but the pause wes of
shert curaticn. The Re’oe_...L Hetl _7 with his famous
fightinr division maede & rush for tne gep in our lines,
vut our boys were ready for thein, and as the darkness of
the nizit had closed in upon us, the discharge of musketry

and buraing, flashing powder, 1llur Mnau?nc the battle-scene,...
and the loud thundering of the artillery, made vhe scene one
of mors than ordinary grendeur., ¥e then rolled back the

Revel c:lumns for the last time, 20 '

‘Before Heth's third atiteack, the 141st Pennsylvania and the 1st Massz-

chusetts Heety Lrtil lery reinforced Mcillister, The Penmsylvaniens took

the lead as She two regiments filed into position in a field in support

©of Mebllister's battie 1ine, Here the newcomers were exposed to & severe

small-armst Jire,

-Colonel West arrived with the head of his CO*KIH at a most opﬁoruuqn

H.Wﬂmént:for ihe Army of the Potomac., & strong force of Heth‘s greyclads,

faﬁv n01ng dewn the east bcﬂk of Rocky Braneh; was uhrectenlnc to turn

tE“, scldiers of the 5th Michigen formed on the Peqi“”lvanwcns‘ left.

Py

P , . - \ v va o
foldiers, wha had been roubted from the picket line, huddled behind trees. b

: b3

$‘,‘.L'. . .- . . a P P 5
58 long afisr West and his men had taken position, night closed in, and,

;i& fighting ceassad,
Along T2 fropt held bv Femsey's brigsce, there was ;ct40n on the
Flcket llne *q front of the two left flank regiments-—-the bLth New York
tﬂe 53d Fsnnsylvania, To assist MciAllister's hard-pressed troops

-

b

1 . o
Aelr le the colonels of these two regiments had thelr men "ilre

_.._-.’

.. i . . o3 1 52

w8 lefi oind front.,., thus subjecting the eneny to a cross-iire.

I3
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Turing the night, patrols were thrown out and reocccupied the plcket

t:inp from which the Second Division had been dislodged. A score or more

~roderates were encountered wendering sbout the woods, end, after being

dfearmed, they were forwsrded to the provosi—marshal for interrogation.

v

favze murers of men were turned to by thelr officers erecuing breastworks

ol

-4 felling tirber on eiiher side of Rocay Eranch, Troops not assigned to
fztizgue perties and outpost duty. were nermitted to rest on their arms, 53
Checking with his division commanders, General Huwsphreys learned

172t bhe men who wore the %Clover Leaf® had suffered 125 casualties in

the engagement, while Revel losses were "comparatively severe and must

A% 5:30, vinile Heth's abtack was at 1ts helghi, Generzl Miles was

-Glrect d bv his corps commander to have & second brigade report to Colonel

barsey, Miles designated the brugaae led by Colonel George von Schacik,

v

w0 marched to Tucker's house with four of his regiments (the 7th, 52d,

et L , -
3?*“; and 114th dNew York Volunteers). When Von Schack revorted, Ramsey
f o & 2 of

kad him form his troops on the right of his brigade. AL the time of the
:momers' arrival, tpe firing to the left had nearly ceased. After re-

31“‘“8 1n line about uhree hours, during which time his troops were en—

r!v]
i

d in throwing 1p earthworks, Ramsey told Von Schack that the crisis.

55

he was to return to his camp.
18

o
L

_General Finegan had reached the scene of the fighting with his di-

a:.f-?;a -l _-.. - . i R ! -
SLCh atout the tlme-thaz Hesh was mounbing his third sssault, Taking

ce of the 78teress of the hour, it was already starting to get
ik, and the fact that the Federals had entrenched, Ceneral Lee decided

. Ciders were issued for Heth to recall his

32
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dzrkness and the woods, t:eke was little confusion as the Confederate

betce end caisson. The treins brought up the rear.

Covered by Evans' skirmishers, Heth pulled back. Despile the

zls and vitndrew behind into their fortifi-

)
|

proke contact with the Fede:

< Evans! troops, in accordance with instructlons, merched back to

N .

uvaerters, while Finegan's division bivouacked for the night in

rﬁu&df Heth's camps. McGowan'!s South Cerclinisns were alerted when

v
e

bﬂ“ hlSSls ipplans returned from the fight. The next morning,

56

»

Gﬁﬁcuwp s brigade returned to its sectlor.

i
b
e
e

General Warren's V Corps had marcned from its cemps at 7 a.m.,

¥ . : L
o ﬁﬁfhcry 5, turnznv into Halifax road at Globe Tavern, Three squadrons

which had reported to Warren, had the lead,

Behind Gpiffin's bluecoats, and in front

_f_vra' ord! s, were 12 field guns, with eight horses hitched to each

27

.

_#ﬁ Boﬁanpyg-Postofflce, the column left Halifax road, teking the

Cartain Emmor B._COpe of Warren's

With the cavalry. It was hoped that ﬁpe horsesoldiers by a

might seize donk's leck Bridge, before the Confederates

The areaz between Halifax roed and Rowanvy

o
i}
o
ct
e

egion. that timber there was...skirted

s time." Even sc, the Rebels had obstructed the

L
L3




Yo

et

o yoed, so the cavalry's march was slowed,

It was 10 a,m. before the 6th Ohio Cavalry reached the Rowanty, where

troopers found the bridge destroyed, and the stream deep end unford-

Ceble. As if this weren't vad enough, there were rifle-pits on the opro~

site side, Behind these breastworks, a small bul determined band of

> o i

pels had taken cover, prepared to dispute the crossing,  Captein John

T 8éxon of the éth Chio dismounted one of his squadrons, deploying the

recopers as skirmishers, Posted behind recently erected barricades,

Jthe Johnnies rore than held thelr own against the Yenkec cavalry.

Qenerals Werren and fyres now rode up, eccompanied by Ayres' lead

de, Colonel Jemes Gwyn's. After conversing hurriedly with Captein

~;Coge, Warren told Ayres to have Gwyn and his infantry establish a bridge-

" Gwyn moved promptly. The 190th and 191st Pennsylvania were advanced

.85 skirmishers, supported by the 4th Delawere., while soldiers of the Ath

.“Delawzre kept the Rebels pinned down by pouring volley after volley into
N Vl ‘ ) b A 1 . ) [}
. vhe breastworks, the Pennsylvenizns worked thelr way down to the water's

5;e§gé. The streem was 60 feeb wide at this point, and where there was

-8lack water thers was ice,  Overcoming these difficulties, the foot-

AT ' . . . . . . n
€oldiers effected a crossing by swimming and wading, and 2 few on the

I

¢¢, Gaining the west bank, the Pennsylvanians routed the Rebels from

58

HA8Lr rifle-pits, capturing 23,

. Trees were now felled by the pioneers to facilitate the crossing of

5 '
B Hel - - - . - it 1 - =z 3 1 T .
Y€ remainder of Gwyn's brigede. The brigede then pushed out about one-

helted., and took rosition covering the bridgenead.
b ; X & S

Ceneral Warren took personal command of the piorisers and fallgue pariies

34
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wywctic&ble for thie artiliery 2nd trains™ was declared open for traffic,

%@ck rozd to its intersecticn with Ve

Tead by General Humphreys.

f&

}giveﬁ the task of bridging the Rowaehty. A bridge for the passage of the

“cavelry had been completed by 1 p.m., bul it was 3:45 before "a brid

AB 11.Q0 o'clock Varren had forward ed a message to Mezdels head-

_quarters, reporting that his troops had forced their way across The

2

from Gregg and the cavalry.

b

Chief of Staff Wwebb al ©he same hour wrote Warren that Humphreys!

- troops had forced a crossing of Hatcher Run.  The telegraph naed been ex-

N

" tended to the Veughan rosd crossing, where for the tlfe being C«enero’i

-Heade hzd established his commend post.

1t

The corps, &s rapidly as it crossed the Rowanity, moved out the Monkt!s

Vaughan road, Captzin Cooe took the

Py

_iét? Ohio Cavalry and pushed on-ahead, proceedlng down Vaughen road to
”LaLtle Cattall Creek. Here Cope met Mejor Henry E. Tremsin of General
"GT 2g's staff, who tersely'e:olained that the cavalry division, having
';beeu at Dimdiddie Courthouse severzl hours before -waé currently en route

.bgck to Malonets Bridee, where it was to bivouac for the night, Contact
[ ] . .

h?ssalso rade at this time with the patrol (Mzjor Hess')} sent down Vaughan
N 62

~-Immediately after Cope's and Tremzin's conversation, a mounted Rebel

rag rol led by General Rooney Lee came pounding up Vaughan road from Din-

Hatdie Courthouse. Accorcing Lo Generzl Warren, "ihe meeting was quite

Urexpeeted to them from the way they gcampered off, and to me, as I hed

]

vPosed Ceneral Gregg vould send informetion to me a&s soon as he uncovered

£ ) . : 5 . . .
% Toad lezding to wy position. The enemy's cavelry thus picked up one
et 3

‘Yo stregglers and caught sight of our infantry....®

T ki RE
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tis troops having reached J. Hargrave's, Warren saw thet the divisions :
I e (=) J .

v

ioole their assigned positions. GCeneral Ayres! trocps covered the (Queaker

3]

ad other roads leading north; eneral Griffin's were posted con Oliver ;

F

)

Cbanpell's farm, waucmng Vaughsn road and the roads to the west; Crcw»»

?crd s people were posili o*\ed in a field east of Veughan road, the artil-
; . - . o éi;_ 7
lery and trains parked nearby.

While the men who wore the Maltese cross on their caps were gatherad

)

around their campfires brewing coffee and discussing the dey's events,

™

ine

4.

to the northeast, 0

=
L

 they were startled to hear heavy firing of
Johnnies have found the II Corps;" they told one another.

A

At 5 o'clock, while the fighting elong Mchlli was raging
2 o < o 2

‘General Meade issued orders for Gregg Vo report in Werren,
‘ ‘ﬂtrz ‘his cavalry division. A covering letier was eddressed to Werren,

:‘&P I‘ls}.ng him of this developn\,nt When Gregg showed up, Meade wanted

v

.

Warren to place_ the cavalr* sen on the left of his infantry. Army head-

: Q.llar_.ters zlso wished Varren £t o know that the Rebels had assailed Humphreys!

rl”fﬂ: but they had been repulsed, It might becone necessary, however,

: to P&arcn the V Corps up Vaughen road to support Humphreys.
. 1%Y £ .

\ | | |
R ‘Heth‘s attack on the IT Corps! right made it vital thet the Army of :
the Potomec maintzin its grip on the section of Vaughsn road between §

e | s 5 . . _ . . A A .‘-Z

Y. Le Trobriandts bridgehead and Warren's corps, Instructions were 1ssusd -

\;:_. u
j l fan
L

T Warren to lold with his command ¥a point in the vicinlty of ¥Mr, kRar-

- Eavels gnd Mrs, Uevis! instsad of the point designated-as J. Hargrave'ls™

41

The courier with this order reached Yarren's comwend post alb 6:L5.
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<t ain, Warren lezrned that it had become necessaly tor

LT cx e . S, . . . . . ] o
Yle givision (Vest's brigede) to assist the soldiers struggling to



Junction of the lonk's Neck and Vngﬂgﬂ roecs,
entire corps, reinforced by other divisions, was messing to assail the

- b g T ~ b} * . . L 3 P ) ) ) . . 3
ieiong Veughan voad, bringing with him only his Yreserve ammunition, send-
. ing everything else, artillery, amoulances, and wagons, back with General b

Cregg," This dispetch was in VWarren's hands at 8 p.m,

_cvnuaﬁn the Confederate counte rattack east of Hatcher Run. Checking his

field mars on which he had plotted his Troop pos it_ops Warren saw Lhet

1o comply with Feade's latest instructions (for the V Corps to be in
force ab the junction of the Monk's Neck arnd Veughan rogds) -he would
heve to recall Crawford's division. when this was done, Griffin would
68

Dimvicddie Court-House,...Y

Crawford's troops were collecbing wood and building fires, "the

‘might being very cold and the men weary after the long march of the day,"

when orders were parked to fall in., The division then returned to the

€9

-Meanvhile, the intelligence pe cple at Heade's headquarters had been

.. questioning deserters, who told them Lisutenant CGeneral Ambrose P. Hill's

II Corps. Conseqguently, it might become necessary to reczll the V Corrs

1o bolster H iphreys. 1f this. occurred, VWarren was Lo move his troops

70

Meade by G o'clock hed made his decision, Warren was to march his il
7 : _ :

Corps via Vaughan road to Hatcher Rnn,‘and cross one division to the east g

L 4

.b”"““ﬂ‘s bridgehead, whose troops-the v CorpS'was to relieve, Warren wes

o o R S | ‘
“2oring with hinm all of CGregg's cavalry, except those horsesoldiers de—

“2iled Lo e scort the tralins.
It took the staff-officer, entrusted with this communication, 30

1 warren

s to ride from army headousriers to Warren's cormand post, W8 1

‘
o
(b

e

1ld move rapidly whea ne wanted, Criffin, whose ¢ivision was 1o Lske

(W
=3



‘M O N S s

- _ -"‘

to march as soon as he could recall his pickeis, On reach-

=heher Bun, unless instructed 1Lfe:en01} bv.General Meade, Griffin

el * ] 1

< 1o relieve De Trobrisnd. The wagon train was to follow Griffin, and

the First Division was to see that it parked as near the
72

'ﬂfcn wender of

ng as feasitle,

“edeit before Griffin's bluecozts were "fairly on the road.!

' division, snd the artillery,

75

2t he was to Join General VWerren.

"ﬁtcace cormaenders arcuse their units, AL T a.n.,

Fonk's MNeck

3

e Stage and

L

¥arching vie th roads, Gregg

“@~§ o'clock, neaxr the Vaughan roac crossing of Gravelly Run, reported to

o 2

Vizrren gave Gregg his first mission: he and hig troopers

;eral yarren. .
o Hatcher Run.

Tootsoldiers to cross Cravelly Rua, Cregg
Davies! 1st Brigede to cover the approaches

Troopers of the 2d and 3d Brigades took advantage of this

‘ i Y -
ﬁouﬁﬁe strean.

re ?Plte to dismeunt, puild fires, anc prepere coffee, Both the infantry and

ttle rest. The night wes very cold--the roads

76
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hed hed out 1

=re frogen hard before morning.

- £ oA 3 4t -
7 6 a,m, s11 the V Corps' pepple hed rezched the left vank of
{ré1fa. T ,_\u‘
3 3 %
Gehersl Zobsrt x. Leet!s lightning-like reszonse vo the Unicn thrusis

S
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je¢ Meade and his staff to belisve

;;ﬁjtérpose between Warren and Humphreys." To cope with this possibility

e N e P d T AR KR 1 3 e b
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Federal leaders first

plans, General Hezde

1, had telegrephed Ceneral Grantls Cily Point headcous:
g : : .

L

o

St

"3

geheads had been established bv the II and V Corps. -In fore-

w
@]
iy
[44]
e
.
o
u]
ct
s
i
i
4]
v
s
jon
(&)
L)
o

hat Generzl Lee might Y"ettempt to

by

77

2% the time this decision wes mede, Parke's IX Corps held the front

' frdﬁ.the Aprorettox Lo Babtery No.. ¥XIV with its Pirst and Second J1v1s1oa\.
18] & . _

I

Brload?er General Tohn F. Hartranft's Third Division was in reserve. Parke

in accordance with lMeade's “c1rcular“ had elerted Bartrenft tolold his

ﬁr¢093 ready to march from their cemps at a moment's notice, The message

fOT Parke to “send General Hartra aft's division, without artillery, promptly

ami?apidly down the Vaughan road, to report to! General Humphreys at

Hartranfi's troops moved out of Thelr csmps in light merching order.

P.e, the division, which hed been massed near Fort Blaisdell, hed

el - N - . 4 - 4 1 . : . ",__";H
T=2020 on, teking the road thet led west ¢ and crossed the Veldon Hall
Tid eh Qlobe Tevern. Four hours later, &b z polnb on Vaughen rogd Lwo
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A

“137 Corps! leader was dellig

o

ha les beyond Fort Sleoeru, Hartranft reported to Ceneral Humphreys. The

4 .J-

hited to see that the reinforcing column was

cled,

=
[anl}

. Few, if any, men had straz

. Humphreys positioned Hariranft on Remsey!s right, with corders to have

©his men enbrench immediately. After his trcops hed been posted, Hartranft
L found that his left rested "on & wids, impenstrable swemp,® and his right

Cgifew rods in front of Claygooll's house, The genersel direction of his

line wes north and scuth., By daylignt the division "nad a good line of

80

ssaults on Hunphreys' right hed caused leade a few anxious

W. Getty of the VI Corps

<

-porition of one division

Py

move at z

eﬁth commanding, ready to march to Humphreys' sssisiance. But to do

ected to exﬁend on the rlght and take position on

_betweeanort.Eadsworth and Babttery No., XXIV, currently defended T
' gz :

ton s bluec These chengses took time.
85 6130 Chief of Staff Webb telegraphed Getty thet as soon as

the Hehels hurled a third attack ageinst Humphreys'! llnﬂs, Tebb

2, "hould your division be ready to move before Ger al_%erLre“Jo
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11130, and within two hours "an excellent rifle—pit had besn constructed

:haﬁ been issued ca111nc up 2 VI Corps division. At this time, Meede

: -r")

' : 83
“uh iJES le it move at once....® :
GeuLV, on cneckl.g found thet Hartrenftls column wes passing, 8o he
U 1T ey Ly . 8l
ardeped Wineaion To follow as soon as therosd wes clezr,

ton checked his watch when his division moved out: it
Fort Siebert, one of Humphreys' steff-officers hailed
vim thet he was "to form on and covering the Squirrel

e right of Hartranft's IX Corps division. Soon after

TX Corps & %

&

by
03
&)
g
)
¢
!

&F

on's lead brigade merched up, the right of the

d end Vheston formed nls line-~the 3d Brigeds on the lefi; the
[ 3

on the right; the 2d Brigade in reserve, in rear of the left
waich rested near Claypoclls house. The right of Lieutenant

-

CeloneT Fdward L. Campbell's 1st Brigade reached nearly to the abatis

i?ﬂp?ing-Fort_Cunmdhgs.' 811 of Wheaton's troops were in position by

‘ﬁlizalong our front and slashings made across the two swamps through

85

h our line ran,
'i%%aqe at 6:45 p.m. th'te?ecraoned Grant that FL_phrevs’ troops, L

“"to_tbat hour h¢& reoulseu a1l Confederate atitacks, Even so, orders’

;F?ﬁtlnued. thE'V Corps was in position at Hargrave's, about three and

?:ﬂalf miles southwest of the Vaughen read crossing of Hatcher Eun,
Gfi‘-'a'a"n‘ 1 .,
TtE€ ned been to Dinwiddie Courthouse but as there was little militery
T4 i
irefe .

: 1? on the Eoydten Plank PO¢Q, he hed reburned to Malonme's Bridge,

[

o *c. : .
: \,i -
“e s had ‘gone out for Cregg to Join Warren,

Eveluating the Confederates! actions, Meade was of the opinion that

“Sierzl Lee planned "o turn Humphreys! right and cut our corzmnicetions

of works," Desides Pegrem's and Zvens' iI Corrs divisionas,
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. N . .

reporteé the presence of units from Heth's and Mahone's com-

tnless theres were new-aevelooments, Meade 1Q¢ormed Grant, he pro-

to ﬂleave Humphreys end Warren in thelr present positions, with
86 o

ons to support each other.

s4
)
C'.\
}--l-

=

i @rant, & firm believer in the vpower of thé offensive, saw the si

4 & Gifferent light than did the conservative Meade, Replying to his

*v-‘comrgnder s Belerram, Crant at 7:15 directed Meade to recall Warren

iha eib

the cavalry. Upon Thelr arrival at t he Vaugﬁaﬂ road crossing, Meade

4.1

J'to recover the initiative, follow up the Confederate repulse, an

notified Crant thet orders had been issued withdrawing
Humphreys at the same time had been directed “to
aa__ developmenus, end to attack if advantageous, and arive the eneny

pRtaty tnelr wrks . Patrols ha& rehovted that<the foe had 2 strong line

2] Worﬂs paSSlnc through the Clepents house, Unless his soldiers could

'?Ck tnls 11ne, Meade felt they could "haraly reach the Boydton plank

"?@?d 0r South Side Reilroad without a flenk movement considerably to

.:Heade, before retviring, forwarded to Grant a -summary of the day's

tebivities, If, in the morning, he found the Rebels that hed assailed
- bumphreys! right still outside the works, he would Yabtsck and drive him
S _ a9

.1-"‘...; Ly N o . s . . s
L Tbe Vhem, teking advantage -of anything disclosed by the operatlon,

I~
ho




7w BATTLE OF HATCHER'S RUi, ¥ ‘ﬁnﬁbth 5-7, 1865

. §., Series I, Vol. XINI, ot. I, 117, 345-366, 367, 371. The 6th

1O

Ohio Cavalry, in accordance with instructions, was deteched anc

jua]
[

ordered Lo réport to-General.ﬁarren. " The 1st Erigade was camped
at medubrook‘s house, one mile west of ¥elenn'ls Station, on the

Norfolk & Petersburg Rallroad,

SR

Toid,, 115, 366, 367-368, 370. Tn this clash, the 2¢ Pennsylvania

“lest 1 killed, 2 wounded, and 1 missing.

;iIbid:, 115, 117, 368, 369, 370. In sddition to the wagons, the-

R

oL 8bh Pennsylvani& captured 50 mules and ten meri.

e

#fb' R., Series. T, Vol. XLVL, pbt. II, LOG-410-

?f*fg R., Series 1, Vol XLVI; pt;'I, 116, 366, 368, 370, 371.

. II, 396.

<k

?,' Ibid,, 191; O. E., Series 1, Vol., XLVI,

&

7.0, R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pb. T, 195. At 8 a.m. the 39th Hew York

'

was placed in garrison ab Fort Emory, while the 125th New Tork oc-

[

cupied Fort Siebert.

o

Tbig., 212,

N

Ibid;- 212, 214, 215,  Ab this atage of the conflict, Smyth's division

Pumbered L, 607 effectives. Ibid., i91.

-
J

Vo Inid., 191, 224, The cavalry had a twolold mission, becides driving
in the Hevel picksts, it was to secure the crossing, Mso &s to con-

ne fzet from the enemy that the movement wes made
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Tbid., 164, 224, 226-227; Francis

- York. The left flenk of the ski
rested on Helcher hun, whers it

~the 19th Massachusebts.

 Toid., 192, 212, 220, 222,

. TN N N N P - B O ..

Inid., 212, 222, 249-250; John D.
"; E§nth Vassachusetts Batbery of Light

fgfgfgiggn...(aoston, 1909), 382.

0. R., Serjes Vol, XIVi, pu.

e :

while th

“picket line to the left,

~the right,

 Ibid., 238, 242, 23, 244~245, 2h6.

Walker, Blstorv of th

r

B

=l

he Secorni

irgy Corps in the Arwy of the Potomsc (New York, 1886), 6L .
42 0. H., Series I, Vol XLVY, pt., I, 227.
.ngi jbid., 164, 22k, 227.
Qy Toid., 192, 212, 215-216.
212, 21, 215.
é 212, 214, 216, 217, 218, 219. From left to right the units
‘ rosted along lested‘s mein line of resistance were: .tbe i8Lth
.Pennswﬂvarla, the 36th Wisconsin, “land the 152d 11 and 57th Hew

rmish line held by the fsi Minnes:za
connechbed with the rignt flank of

Billings, The Hisvory of the
ig Artwllerv in the ﬁar of yhe
1, 224, 238.

The 11th New Jersey held the

e 120th New York was deploved to

3 ig

e

?3”-5}36., 192; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, gt. IT, 398.

T Q. B., Series I, Vol. XL¥I, pt. I, 207, 208, 211. The dizposeble
 force of Ramsey's trigede included: tHhe ch New York Heavy Artii-

- lery, the 6Luh «w York, and the 53d, 116th, and 1h4th Pennsylveniz

;: $. K., Series I, Vol, VI, pt. II, 398.
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25 ..O_,' g" Series i Vol, XLVI pﬁ.-I, 207; 208: 211: 2381 ELZ: 21;3: 211—5.7
: 26, 2L7. Froﬁ:left tqsright, Ramsey's brigade wﬁs posted:  the éhth
‘ ﬁeﬂ "i-'o.icJ the 534 znd 116th Pe ennsylvaniza, ﬂhé 8th New York Heavy
'“-_Artlll ry, and the 1L4%th ?ehnsylvania.
26 Inid., 16k, 227, 235. -
ff‘ ;@iﬁ,, 16&.' Hess had failed to open direct comﬁunicatidns between

1_Dne two crlageﬂcaag, so the only direct contact between the troops

1 b} . -

al ﬁne Vaughan rozd crossing ané Arustrong's For

'u'picket line posisd on the left bank of Hatcher Run.

Ibid., 164, 192, 227,235, B .

Series I, Vol. XIWTI, pt. TI, 398.
120L; L. S. Freemen, k. E. Lee (uew York, 1947}, IXI, 535-536.

Series I, Vol. XLVI, pb. TI, 120k, | [

L77.

134-135; Ranqolo Ba rton, PThe Battle of Hatcher's REun,®

Confederate Veteran, XVIL, 119.

'f35; Barton, "The Battle of Hatcher's Run," Confederate Veteran, XVII,

119; Henry Kyd JougTaS, I Rode ith Stonewsll (Chapel Hill , 1940),

335-336.

ot
R

0. R., Series I, Vol, ‘pt. I, 134~135. tishone's division was
.‘. 1 e . A 3 L3 . L il . o J_V
in the habit of providing about 200 men daily to picket in front of
Lene's and Scales! brigades of Wilcox's division.

-~ Ibid., 1210; R. L. T. keale, History of the Ninth Virginia Cevelry
in the War Betwsen the States (Richmond, 1899), 147.

“':f.. - - - , - - - — I oo LY

7L 2., feries I, Vol. XVI, »v. I, 13413255 J. F. dJ. Calcwell, The



. History of z Brigede of South Carolinians, Known First as "Greggls,"

and Subsecuently 2s Wiehowan's Brisade® (Philadelpnia, 1866), 199.

o

1o 0. R., Series I, Vol.

t. II, 393-3%.

r

31 Caldwell, History of & Brigade of South Carolinians, 200.

: 5z 0. R., Series 1L, Vol. XLVI, »b. I, 391; 0. B., Series I, Vol. NI,
: pt. II, L23 138, L9S.

1

i . P [ +

: R., Series I, Jol, Xivi, pb. I, 214, 217, 218.

.
AWS. )
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)
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e

[53)

238-239, 212, 243-2hk, 2h5, 246, 2k

e

Thid,, 220-221.

. .

id., 212, 222, 223.

|

- Billings, History of tne 10th Massachusetts Battery, 384 -387; 0. R.,

“ Series I, Vol. XLVI, ot, I, 245-250.

!

0. R., Series T, Vol. XIVI, pt. T, 225, 235.

)

Billings, History of the 10uh Massachusetis Bablery, 385. In front

: ~of the sector held By the 8th New Jersey, the Peoels were able to
;_ -icWOSe to within #0 yerds of Lhe Federals! mein line of_r851stance.
? | 0. B, Series I, Vol. YIVi, pt. I, 235-236, 239, 242, o132k, 245,
% }2A6,.2A8.

? 'i'lﬁ}@., 207,.208, 210, While the fignting to their left was at its

“ ﬂe“ﬂﬂt Besel aruﬂllerw hurled a few shells into the works h%}d oy

P'j

pmsey's TLroops.,

S
A Thi A Lon
- teid., 236, 239.

o Redd., 195, 202,

o Inid,, 381, 391; Calewell, History of a Brigece of South Carolinians,
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* the!centér, .and

posted from left to right, Fearson, Sickel, and Burr.

¥Winthrop's on the right.

% - )
I ® °
; l 2005 0. B., Series I, Vol. X, I, 389, 397, L23.
o 57 Vi 1'Llcm E. Powell, The Fifth Ar "" Corps (Army of the Potomazc)...
. ) (New York, 1896), 755: O. R., Series I, Vol, XILVI, nt. I, 253.
| l o The V Corps* camps. were locabted ‘between the Jerusalem Flank and
; ' - I{alif"x roads. Eesides the ambulances, the corps! train included:
l | 50 ordnance %gons and 56 wagons neavily loaded with fore cge and
ammnition for the cavalry.
I 58 0. R., Series. I, Vol. XLVI, pt, I, 253, 256-259, 259-260, .2_8'3-28LT;
l Powell, History of the ¥V Corps, 756.
; 59 0. R., Series I, Vol., XLVI, pt. I, 253, 258, 260, 28..
| l 6‘3 0. R., Series %, Vol, XiVI, pt. II, 400,
) ¢ Ivig.
l '. g R., Series_i, Voi. XVI, pt. I, 253, 258; 260; 0. R., Series I,
| l S Vol. XIWI, pt. I, LO1.
| ' 63 9 E., Ser es I, Vol., XLVI, pt. I, 253; Jonn Esten Cooke, Wearing
l ' g the Gray...(Bloomington, 1959), 5L0-541.
6L_Q R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 256, 260 Corps headquafters
, I . were established at ithe crossing of the Quaker and Vaughen roads.
i -GWJn‘é brigade oi‘ Ayres' cGivision was on the left ). Bowernan's: in

Griffin's brigades wvere

Bur r s rignht

" rested on Ayres! lefi, while Pearson's pickets connected on the

t

j._.l

eft with Crawlord's.
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Ibigd., 269, 270, 277, 28i.

TI, 10T, 4OS.
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: 4~ 0. R., Series I, Vol, XIVI, pt. I, 287, 292-293.
5 0, E., Series I, Vol. XVI, pt. II, A0Z2.

Vol. XLVT, pb. I, 254, 258, 266, 269, 270.
{ 252, 28k,
E 293,
255, 366, 368, 371; Powell, History of the V Corps, 758.

Series I, Vol, XLVI, pht. II, 389.

LO7-50S; 0. H., Series T, Vol, XLVI, pb, I, 315, 3ki.

%., Series I, Vol. MIVI, ct. I, 315; 0. E., Series I, Vol, XLi

pb. IT, 395, 407, L08. The Engineer Brigade reported to Parke on

the evening of the 5th, and was posied as a reserve near Averyis
~house..

t. I, 3kk.

L

B., Series I, Vecl. XiVI,

! 'R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pb. II, 405. GCetty, as senior officer :
present, had besn in cherge of the VI Corps since January 17, e

Y¥ejor Genersl Horatio G. Wright having received a leave of i+

o Trae 2, 20
Ziltra s SFU-25E
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THE BATTLE OF HATGHER!'S RUN, FASRUARY 5-7, 1865

Genaral CGordon

By & a.m. on Fetrucry &, 1865, Generel Warren's three V Corns

civisions were massed near Habcher Fun. TIn accordance with instruc-— :
E from Warren, Genersl Criffin saw thet the soldiers of his First
ivision relieved It Trohrisndte IT Corps bluecoats in the rifle-pits ;
e s L
Lo the bridges, Ayres' Second b*va ion was
&

.wssea behind the rifle-zits held by Griffin's tr@ops, wile Crawford!'s

3
\
¥

_;rd Division crossed the pun and pivouacked.

> 12 hours before, had been alerted by his corps com-
.Tﬁﬂdef (General Humphreys) thet Warren wes to relieve his people hold-
igehead. As soon 25 it hed Gteen replaced, De Trobriand's

725 Lo recross Hatcher Bun and teke position in rear of

Wﬁl is ter=s and RanseJ15 brigedes., Mott was to take charge of Ramsey's

on troops in zddition to his own., Hess' cavelry batialion

“¥iS Lo be recalled at the seme time.
As soon as he had essexbled his brigade on the moraing of the 6th,

- roo?lcﬁd marched ihe troous, reinforced by the 105th. PEFHSJlV&

wy

385 Hatcher hun and up Haug’ n rozt, De Trobriand, in obedience

s instructions

s hassed his fLroopsnsar Tucker's house.
4 ' _ .

fooney Lee's Confederate cevalry followed Gregz's horsescldiers,
7 Y887 screeneG the rear of the ¥ Corps as it marched up Vsughen road.
~itzl Davies! brigade essily varried Lee's initial thrusts. General

k]

"E, however, was of the opinion thab the tutternubts might be disposed



a2

"

“Ahem into their fortifications, Meade's misbtake was in assuming thet

R
I
-
P
H Sty
[

rass the attack, so he rosted Brlﬁaaler General Henry B, Davies!

=t Brigaede and Colonel Oliver B. Knowles! 3¢ Brigade across Vaughan

e

d, near Keys' house. “The troo opers were dis-—

wounbed, horse-holders detailed, and skirmishers advanced. Oolonel

reggls 24 Brigede, after the troopers had fed and wabered their hors

‘- es,
o e .4
O Lnelr Coryranes. : -

" General Meade cn the evening of the 5th had made a serious error.
i § otelock tumphreys had been informed that harren and Gregg had been

in. Wwith these troops)an,

works.® Should the Confederates sttack

,@reys was the senior corps commender on vhe field, which he was not.

L

sion as major general of volunteers predated Humphreys'

?he_next morning at 7:50 Chief of Staff Webb sent ldentical telegrams

mrhreys and Werren. They were to feel the enemy in thelr "front and _ b
. ‘ S . ) .. ] . ._ . ;
ixdne whether or not they are outside their line of works." In'case o

£L

o | S ‘ - : L
*eRls were, the corps commanders were to attack at once and drive
1in their fortifications. If, however, the Southerners were
B¢ ?»“é their lines, there was to be no assault, -

2 508 olelock received his copy of Webb's message. Since he
s Warren considered the arez where the fighting had ot

7 vhE Drevious evening as pert of his front.

oring to ascertain vhat Meade intended, Warren recel



. nobe from General Humphreys that the II Corps M"was zbout to attack the

=

ide his works." Varren accordingly deemed 1t best fto aweit

:ults of Humphreys' operabions, holding the V Corps and Gregg's

l ’

) '?‘,l;"E, rEgu
£ :

: H

“Humphreys, in obedience to Mezde's orders, had told IOLB and Hert-

I‘
i

‘toorganize and s end out strong reconnaissance patrols., At the
-Same'time, instructions were issued by Humphreys for all division com-
ders reporting to him, including General Miles, to kold thelr units

Iﬁ“dyfto attack the enemy should ne be found ou e his works.

bOuu assigned the task of underteking the forced reconnaissance 0

ijs reserve brloade, De Trobriandts, When he moved ou@,De Trobriand took

Wwiﬁ hﬁm four regiments,

T

S. Sharpshooters, deployed as skirmishers to the left and

e

'.“!..‘- ‘ L] L3 . 4 )
“igtt of the road running north from Tuckerfs)had the advance, On the

L
1

T2 of Thompson's house, De Trobriand found a cart road through the

S, jhm compsenies of the 20th Indiana were detached to hold this

No Confederat encountered 25 the Yanks beat ©

D
6]
b}

A g + - H B S k1
- cutposts, Reaching & clearing, the Federals sighted a "light work it
5y a swall number of greyclads. Seversl shots sent the bubtternuts
L5
b d




Vigezmperizz Loward the northwest. Beyond Watkins! house, De Trovrisnd and his

‘were 2tle to meke out fa conu¢nuoua line of works occupied

i the srzoo.t Moving in that direction, the regu

-
oule
<

2rs, &8 they spproached

. twe nouss, Slushed seversl Confederate pickets.

oo

ederate column dash toward

. Cond

S g n

rozd, where he had left the two Indiana companies. - Suspecting

-zvclads intended to cul his 11ne of retreal, De Trobriend sent

1

| ; ¢k all == comend, excert the skirmishers. The resulars were then
§
; the rosd running west of Thempson's house, perslieling the
: by the Johnnies. The butiernuts showed no disposition to

2e Trobriand pushed two companies, deployed e&s skirmishers,

ra? n BT ]

wods end into a movass.

=cing across the swamp, the sharpshoovers found themselves in

iine of breastworks, with a redoubt, armed with two guns, con—

S o e YT

g tres road, The Federals banged away at "the rebels visible sbove
. Taking posilion in the rifle-pits fronting their main line

resisiznce, the Southerners reburned the Yanks! fire, De Trobriand

e T N R 5 I

(11, a.n.) hec eccomplished his mission. Orcers were now
. . . ) 10,
return to the Union lines,
10 otclock when General Hertranfi sent the 200%h Pennsylvania
wey of the Smith and Hawks housss, anc sscertain, 1F possible,

and foree of the enemy oubside of their main works...." The

WL zivenced beyond bhe abendoned Tehel radoubt and found Confederzie
i # u.f-

LoTinving the same line, &s they had =t the time of the battle of

I
O~
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determine
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ad in Cctober.

+

teps send told Heriran
reys at. 11

<s -

whelbher

1.7

the foe

Corns wes "ho meke

Satisfied

otclock informe

had retired into their

1 Warren's cormand post.

& reccinnslssds

srren mede his plans dCCOfdlﬂﬂlJ

that t he putiternuls were

heir rain defensive works, the Pennsylvanians re-

o

d Werren that t e Confederates

entrenchments. Seventy-five

vas to their front,

While made it

nce south and west of

to ascertein the whercaboubs of the eaeny's line

Crawford!s division wes to cross

M0, and then follow up that road toward the mill, driving

nemy and zscerizining the

Ayres was to support Crawl

Cwonld

gn inc

beceuse only.

the B

L

3

1037,

to screen Crawford's and Ayres'

nositlion of

ebel horsesocldiers

the enemy's entrenched

Part of Gregg's cavalry was
across Gravelly

left,

- was to dispatch a small mounted force to watch the rozed

cher Run and Rowanuj Creek to Monk's

acounu er no aifficuliy in carrying oub

Retel. force

n would conbinue to hold
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had been reporied
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Yumphreys

General

rch- them

&

T

. _S"fiould heA

he~sape time was to be sen

Corps troops on the east

. the lead crossed Hetcher fun ab

hev wessed through

T - EX

P - i I e rary
encounter vhe Coniedelad

for reinforcements. Humph

1,500 strong, was en route to Cummings' house, adjecen

1.1 L
HEALOT

Pl

" Corps troops oub of the Treas vHoTKS

o the vicinity of the Cumiings house on the Vaughan rogc....

igzde had resched Cufmings',

Hartranfi "still had 2 ressonzbly strong one.!
o sleshing timber to strengbhen

4. Corps division.

S0 AL AL
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Crawfordls division with Brigsdier General Hdward S. B

D2

b

“IL Gpiffian's soldiers., One-third of

ct
ck
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5
4
M
<
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reys had told herren t

fud
cr
O
P
ey
(9]

while Te Trobriand's Drigsce wWas

directed by Humphreys to pull his

]

covering Squirrel Level rozd anc

[4h]

it

when one of Humphreys'! staff-

. Theaton, telling aim to push on down Yaughan road, An
> - s b & : )

see -Whether Warren wanted him to

or west side of Hatcher Run.
. Soldiers from Genersl Hartranfi's givision replaced wheaton's in
. < .

earthvorks bo bheir right.. By plecing his reserve regiments on the

ILerge details were

further the position held by the

T J‘ 1 L) P
L.OE'S grigece

m. Colonsl Heary A. Forrew's 3d

Brigedier General Henry Bexter's brought up the

the breastworks, Crawford's people bantered

2 mile beyond the bridge, the nezd
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sieners. The ground across which frawford wéuld beé called on to &

cwes Mrolling end pri

oo L

-Lrawvord formed Morrow's brigice i

a d ex ending

e

—_§ravelly Run, reported that the Yenkees were muliing back to the east bank

Iegard to Meadet!s rmovements,

52 the column turned into the road to Datney's Mill Crcmlaxd glanced
2t his mep, and sew that he was within a mile of his goal.

to form his brigace intg_battl line, and to cover his front with skir-

of it thick underbrush, a swemp, and severa 1 old fielcs.®
Bragg's brigéde as it entered the tirmber encouatered an enitrenchsad
picket line defended by trocps from Colonel dJohn S. Hoffrmants Confederiie

<ishere znd the butternuts banged away,
nto batiie Line 300 vards to tne rear,

veyond Eragg's left, Baxbter's 2¢ Brigade was hustled into

ﬁine on Morrow's left. As soon as Morrow had refused'his right, Crawford
" “shouted, "Forwardi' The bluecoats sveot through the woods, foutﬁ“ the

badly outnurbered butternuts from their breastworks, and pursuing them

. - 1¢
o Debney's ¥ill, 7

lee Ceneral lezde, CGeneral Lee wented to know what the foe was

General Rooney Les, who had followed Grezg's horsesoldiers across

- of Hatcher Run. As yeb, not all of looney Lee's cavalry hed arrived from _ '
tng camp near Belflﬂld aﬂq until all his men were up, young Lee nesitated

oy
wR assawl Creges's rozdblock.

Since the cevalry was unaeble Lo secure the desired information in

Cenerzt Lee told his corrander of the II

reconneissance

oo

“Crs, General Gordon, to have his iﬂfantry“pmke a forced
20
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nan rof¢ crossing.
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i's division, which was encamped south
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General John Pegr ram

fun, wes given this mission by Cordon. Pegram, to carry out his fask

zizost noon, tefore the two columms moved oub in search of the enemy,

Generel Pegram accomranied Hoffrmen's brigsde.

oo
T

told Eoffmen to halu and post his brigede..

[
cl

to the south, where Hooney Lee's horse-
Joldzers skirmished wivh Gregg's troopers. FPegram, believing thal there
¥es only caval ry. to his front celled for Major Douglas. The young wajor

wes to take two of Hoffren's regiments and fesl the Federals! position.

A8 he approached the bridgehead, Douglas sighted Crewford's oncoming

Sclumn, After deploying a swall holding force behind the rifle-pits,
- frected during - . previcus fignting in this ares, Douglas gallopsd betk

x

fL3 Daoneﬁ's Mill to warn his general that & powerful Union force had ad-
5 o

Vaneed out of the bridgehead. <

Vhile Hoffmen's Virginians took position covering the ruins of the.

v~~i, Pegram dispatched a messenger to ask Gordon for help, Gordon issued
AT,

ing orders to CGeneral Hvans'! division, and then sent an side to nolify

d changed cdrastlcaily.  If The Union ad-

g mede in the force Pegram reported, the II Corps would have

ier in the dey, the "long roll® had becn beaten in Zvens! camps.
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“The troops hed been turned out under arms and marched replidly cown the

lenk Hoad to Burgess' Hill., Here Zvens' three infantry brigades

Bevdion F
repeined un¥il about 11 a.m., when Generzls Lee and COLGOH,S&u sfied by

ne reports forwarded by Rooney Lee that the Federal infantry hed recrossed

-t

Hatcher Run, ordered them back to their encampments. lhen the division re-

treced its steps, & smell detachrent from folonel Peck's louisiana Brigede

wes left to guard the bridge.

ot long after the regimenial conwanders hed dismissed their units,

the %long roll® sounded. Cnce agsin, the men fell out on the double.

© ¥any of the men were heard to complain that this was probably another

felse alarm. As soon as the brigades had formed, the divielon moved out

’

and hiked down the Boydton Plank Road. Crossing Helcher Run and passing

.

"nurFess' Tavern, the head of the column turned into a wood road, leadin
_-to the southeast. Taking cognizance of the firing in the woods to their

‘Iront, Evans'.men knew that this time there would be a fight. As Peck's

.

brigade crossed the bridge, = 3t wes: rejoined by the men who had been

22

Evans' venguard resched Debney's Mill at a2 critical moment for the

Lonfederates.  As Hoffmen's brigece retired beyond the mill site, Evans

fad his brigade commanders file thelr troops inte line of battle in the
%o 23
Woods on the Virginiens' left.

From left to right Evans' origades wers posted:  Colonel John H.

““Uwels) Brigadier Ceneral willism Terry's, and Colonel iilliem R, Feck's.

Rhts rightﬁfla% compehies, werel in-cantzet with Hoffran's left., When
S drofied his WAfter Acbion Feport," Colonel Peck wrote, "y command

savy picket detail still on cuty,

o

51
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131l had stced., Era

ey York, came up with a cheer, the Maine regiment snchoring its left

.- Ceni -W-.mw- ) -WM-‘*""“' - e

o~

was Fforced, with the mere handful left, to conform my movements

s
s
3
by

e Jarger commands on my right and left.®

ks soon as the brigzde cori formed,
f‘nr.e:" 1 Gordon passed the word Rebel Yelin
turst forth,as the lean, corbat ward., Within

& metter of momenbs, the butternuts had stopped Crawfordl's division in

its tracks.

Morrowfs supporting brigade closed up on Bragg's oluecoaus who were

fay
iy ]

3

tattling the Confederstes for .h: possession of the clearing where the

1

began to give ground, General Baxter on

g

cls left

the left was told b Crawford to advance his lines and take posibion on
K %

1

~Bragg's left, which was hard-pressed,

The 39th'1@assachusetts and the Jébh Meine, supported by the §7th

o,

.

._"_O‘n Bragg's right, Baxter postea his othexr regmenig to the left and

reer, Although they took hezvy losses, the 39th Massachusetts, the

14th ¥aine, and the S7th Kew York forged ahead and drove E loffman's

.- ¥irginians and Peck's Louisiznians from the mill site, Bragg's regi~

Lents on their rignt, however, continued to be hammered back by Lowe's.

ﬁ 3

Sirgians and Terry's -Vix“giniaﬂs. (Terry's brigade includecd units that
8% won feme es the YStonewall Brigede. "} Bragg's people bx‘o xe and took
3 theip heels, As they rebtrezted; they rushed throurn Morrow's lines.
“rrow and his officers experisnced considerzole dif ficuliy holding their

Foifiers in ranks, £4s soon &5 Eraggls blueccals were out of the way,

's line sent voller after volley crashing into Lhe “adva iﬂg

e,

wies of the enemy.® The Hebel surge was checked, and vans' brigeles

5%
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helted on the opposite side of the clearing. With z cheer Morrow's ri-

gzde dashed across the field, chesing the Confederates into the pines

hree regiments on the left of Eragg's line were unable o
& &

hold their posiiion,when the troops to their right fied. &lthougn rein
forced by the rest of the brigade, they were pressed back avout 200 yards,
by Hoffman's and Pech's greyclads before they held. Baxter's soldiers

tne guccess scored by Morrow's battle llne to regain

25

rexking the mill site.

Having entrusted the conduci of operations on Vaughen road to Gen-

ers terren el sccorpenied Crawford's infantry as it drove towerd

s
jop]
H
(&)

iy

-

Debneyis ¥Mill, Before he had ridaen very far, the sound of hezvy firing
came rolling in from the southwest. An excited aide scon rode up with
word that Colonel Winthrop's brigede had been assalled by the foe in

- force and could not rejoin Ayres! division, as it merched to Crawford's

suprort. Indeed, he conbinued, Gregg and Winthrop had 21l they could

do to hold their ground, and they were in need of essistance. Wérren

sent word by Caplai Cope for Ceﬂeral Criffin to reinforce dlnthrop
h a brigede and to teke personal charge of operstions on Vaughan
rzd,  Griffin at the senme time was to order Pearson's brigede, "his

res in place of Winthrop's,

C¥Hthin a few minubes, Warren had received a second call from Cregg

9% reinforcements, s the Bebels were turning his left, HNotu having any

26

“ore ¥ Corps troops to commib, Werrea called on Humphreys for help.

- Unknown to the Federals, two of General Pegram's brigades {Johnston's
£20 Zewist!) ned reached Veughen road to Gregg's front and had talken rosi-




H

3.
s
4.

[ menteppus SRR

->ME” .

S L

" :ion on the left of Rooney Lee's cavelrymen, who were fighting Gismounted.

' dispositions had hardly been corpleted before Gregg's troopers started

©. forward.

“cherged down the road by sections of elg

R LT I k3 Vo £ m; . -
Heertzken and feiled, tefors Young and

e g e LA S RO i

it the time -that ‘inthrop's brigade reported to Greszg 2t Keys'!, the ca-

v vith Pegran's soldiers some distence down

.. Vaugkan road. In compliiance mLth Gregg'!s request, Winthrop had relieved
the cavalry pickets with the 146th Hew York, Winthrop then deployed the
5th and 140th New York to the rignt of the road, and the 15th New York

“Eeevy Artillery on the left of the road in a large open field. These

When Lhe cavalry moved out, Davies' brigede was to the right of the
road, Cregz's to the left, end Knowles' in support. Colonel Gregg's
rigade, which went into action mounted, esteblished convact with the

vels first. The Lth Pesnsylvania, followed bty the &tih Pennsylvenia,

. = L

]

L
i

»-\‘-

ks ithe horsemen apcroached

uhe gTObﬂQ where Johnsbon's brigade was vosted, a deadly volley crashed

into the head of the column, causing the horsesoldiers to recoil., Among

‘the cesualities was Colonel Gregg, who was shol in the leg. Before leav-

ing the field, Gregg turned command of the 2d BErigade over to Colonel

' f*ﬁchael Kerwin of the 13ih Pennsylvania. Colonel Semuel B, M. Young

1

€<

of the Lth Pennsylvanie guickly re-formed his regiment, 2 second charge

“2s made across an open fleld, with the sene res 1lt, L third charge wes
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. *ighting Confederate infantry, who were not aboud to ‘be dislodged by

To the right of Lhe Lin Peﬂnsvlwunuu, the 14th Pennsylvenia had

[

4

7hile their comrades of the 2d Bpigade were
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Ui chment holed up on Myers! farm, cepburing 30 of Johnston's North lzro-

[
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o]
i.._l
o}
H
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ct

Peans ‘lvania, which came up mounted, reached th

P,

e over the colors, because a Ccxlsder-—

aie counteretiack rolled them back.,

North of Veughen road, Davies! cavalrymen hzd been mzuled by The

tubternuts, Davies, zlong with the colonzls of the st Hew Jersey =nd

*ﬁhe'TOth iiew York, w@s: shot:.from .his  horser. As Gregg's blueccatis

30

il baca in confusion, they were closely followed by Rebel infantr,,

pE

Colonel ¥inthrop, when he saw that the horsesoldiers had been re-

~ilsed. ordered uo the 5th and 1.0th New York Infentry, and the 15 Hew

toving forward on the double, the footsoldiers,

sles to allow the rebresting troopers to pass, de-

livered gseveral well-cimed volleys which checked vhe Confederates! advance,
Hﬁcoiling, Johnston's and Lewis' North Carolinians retired into the woods

01J:-of which trv-‘-*r had chased Gresg'!s cavalry., As soon as they had Te— .

for:ed their lines, Johnston and Lewis led their cheering treops cut of

“timber znd into the field beyond, only to be repulsed & second Sime.

e

the greyclads to close with

R

hrop was warned by his sukordinates that ammunizion

Meanwhile, Generel Griffin had pulled his 1st Zrigede, .

“lekells, out of the earthworks covering the bridgencad, ordering 1% Uo

[n q
o
o
"
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o]

Vaughen road, Heaching Keys', Colcons

found winthrop's troogs clossly engeged wibh Revel batble .—uee

wn
s
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-the open ground west of the road.

General Grezg told Sickel to support i nthrop, *wwose line zt the

¥ Loy

umoers o:

"

orous assault of superior

- Jore—— _ e
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EneRy . ®  Forming his brigade into line of battle, facing southwest, Sickel

-nf his. bluecozts in motion. As Sickel cene ug, U’rtﬂfoo s troops, most

zptied their certridge-bozes, retired.

o
o
B
5

]
o
@
i

;
i
| : field in greal. dlsofcer, lesving their killed and wounded! in Union hands,
: _ , _ .
j LuoLeuner with several prisconers., The blusclad infantry followed the Rebel

‘rﬁﬁzartr" for ¥some distance, only helting when confronted by an ammuni-

sl

“ion shortage. General Griffin, having ridcen up, Sickel reported his

ifficulties.

~

Criffin told Sickel to hold the ground gained and to advance 2 strong

irmish line, which was done.

Tt was sterting to get dark. Tre firing off to the north having in-
“itreased in intensity, Griffin shouted for Sickel to change front to the
As bhe Union infantry wes belng re-formed, Colonel Knoviles?

:

dismounted cavalry was posted on the left, facing west. Win-

-

-:f Topts soldiers, having visited the ordrance wagons, were deployed on
1 . , 32
Sieks] s right, tnelr right anchored on Vaughan rosd,

3 st up

having broken tne vack of the Confeherate thr

L&

| B " .
B Tne infantry

.

Tavies! and Knowles! brigades to




.t

. fellowed ab a respectful distance by the Yankee horsesoldiers.-- The Lth

mnsyivania, havin

Fat g rewounted, vook the lead. As the Federals neared

T Ty

ed by buwo guns of IeCregor'

we Cravelly Run crossing, they were shell

)]

the oppogite side. This checked the

g dark, the brigade commanders recalled

33

their troopers and returned to Keys' farm.
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General fyres ecrlier in the day hed pushed forwera rapidly to sup-

?éﬁt‘the left of Crewford's division ai Dabuey's Mill, which he under;
=Sﬁ§bd wWas hardfpressed. Because of the thick uncdergrowth, Ayres marched
é Lroons in two- lines by the flznk. As the footsoldiers were ascending
-}idge, a mounued cetach¢eﬁu -of Gregg's cavc;rm, riding rapidly, overran
ﬁe'lefﬁ of Colonel Jemes Guwyn's brigade, throwing ;hab unit inbo confu-
Si§n: Without halting to re-form, Ayres pushed on with Colonel Richard
,'BOWQrman's.Marjland Brigede, an& soon engaged the fOe; The Maryianders
took position on Crawford's left at the mill site. Gwyn, on rallying his

34

“Oops, noved up znd occupied ground WELl to Bowerman's left.

. - Colonel Pearson's First Div151on brigede, guided by'Oﬁe of warren's

2

', in the meantime had filed out of the works covering the bridgehead

i

%3 the troops were passing through a Ystrip of wools,! Ennv were sielle

foa

Tl . . n . . 1 . S
V87 3-inch rifles mounted in the LOTtJIlCMbJORS off to their right, Several

"iilq o

down. Cenerel Warren now heiled Jolonel Pearson, snd told

orizade in line of battle. When he deployed his unit, its

center of one of Crawford's brigades anC ex-

T M - - 3 - 43 D ey S
“toded to the ieft benind Ayres® battle formatlon,
“ireely formed, vefore the Debel syuillery opsaed,

R .
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"“seattered trees. Here it came under a fierce artillery fire.

.o seversl of his tatteries down the Bovdton Plank hcad. ‘After crossiy

PRI, AT I

et

. feering linbs and boughs from the tall pines, The arsa where -the brigade

~zd formed was marshy, and the underbrush close and heavy, Iven if thers

poosition, a march across such terrain would be fraug

. position in close

o

4t 4:3C Pearson's brigede advanced in line to

]

support. ALl the while, the shooting to their front continued constant

o

“and severe. The line halited In an open field in which there were a few

36

nt Coionel ¥William J. Pegran (Genervel John Pegram's younger

1,

compliznce with instructiocns from Generzl Heth, had sen

[l

011

cennoneers of Lllett's Virginis Battery drove the teams
four 3~inch rifles dowm the road to Debney's Mill,

field, the suncers unlimbered their pieces and begen
nering the Federals to thelr front. |

 Ord¢rs wWere now réceived from General Wéfrég, e rbde up on &

5§}endid white horse,! for Pesrscn to reinforce Ayres with pert of his

1 Pennsyivanie and the 324 Massachusetts,

rigade. ACCOWDaﬂ ed by the 153t}
tarson hestened forward and deployed these units on Bowerman's left,
- dmmedistely beceme fiercsly engeged with the eneny.” In

with instructions. from Ayres, Pearson retraced his stsps end

anquer regiment, the 16th Michi gan, vhich was posted on

RPefore returnling to his br_saLe, Pearson tolid Lieu—

S R

Generzl. Corcon and his division cormanders, Everns, 180
5 T, Lnhiie




whe arrival of Ayres! division and Pearson's brigsde had tipped Lhe scales
rsreat?f;lj i favor of the Yankees, the Rebels were far_from ready to
s-zndon the field. 43 80011 25 the brigede commandsrys veported thav they
ware ready, anc the catiery corranders had uhlimbéred thelr -guas and

found the renge, Gorcon ordersd, “Abtbacki! Pegram's and Evans' divisions
sdvanced with thelr cherccterisile &rcol. Hoffmen's or
Cgivision charged the inion tefi, while bvans! vetile lines assalled

-~

39

vappen's cenber sand righ

As soon 28 Fearson's troops had taken ~ost on Bowermen's left &nd

ignt, Ayres pzssed the word for the troops to roll up log barricaces.

pr=—cthg
. [
E v
o

13

‘While the Maryisnders were doing this, the 32d Massachusetts and the

55tthennsylvania‘sﬁddenly roved, without orcers, 300 vards farther

to-the fronbt, where ithey formed 2 line at an angle with Bowermen's. -

thet merked the mill site wes &b this line's apex.

e : =
“Tne sawcust pile

To the right of the clearing wes 2 thick groveiof small pines, cover-

ing Crawford's left—-Baxter! reginents.,

JpS

§ " Gordon's babttle lines, covered by skirmishers, beat their way ;

Tough the pines and underbrusii. Over on the Unilon right, Terry's .

T L . . . - . + ‘ LL

“¥irginians and Lowe'!s Georgians forced lorrow's brigsde to give ground., 2

E e £
- - pack, Evens maneuvereC his men SO &8 to

¥ .
sde Baxber's advance regiments (the 165h taine, the 39%h Massachu-

Lo this moment had

o A

t8, and the 97th Hew York). Baxter's siueclads un

- - A Ly L. -t n)
cis (Feck's Lovisianizns) who threstened
H ipped bthrough the pines, whistling across
i
;
2 zround defended ©Y the 32d Yoseachusett
: 232 tuo resiments (sgainst whose lines Holt
l : (v, e prebreat of bhe ZEC sachugevl
. ¥ .
; 1]



Hoffman Lo roll back the Moryiand Bflgaﬁe Torter's Taoree regiments, with

2wz ynits to their right and left retreating, Jound tisir pesition untenable,
wne men of the diffgrent regimenis, mingling wogethsr, fell back in sone

ssnfusion, bub soon raliled arcund their coloz....m a

H
+

. - Fncouraged by thely geins, the Rebel leszizrs urzzl thelr men on. £8
Ig cenerel Pegraw.wes shoubing en ncouvagenent be ls Vir Thlans, ne wes spot
.s_ - inrough the boly nser the neart. Major Doug_.ij, who ¥25 riding wibth the
¥
general, leaped from his ho‘f‘se and caugﬂ“ hiz zs he fsil, Assisted by
} _ :
% several others, Douglezs tock Pegram from nls lorse. I8 died in the major's
P arms, almost zs soon 28 ne touthed the ground. Colczal HBoffmen was severely
I o
‘wounded, Deprived of two of their leaders, Iiifmen's Srigade was throvn in-

e i

to confusion, Valueble tite wes lost while (mereld Ls_ucm_ reorgani zed the

rigadé, and placed the senior ref“menml corEnder, -2 sslonel dohn C. Kasey,

]

“in commend. To meke ma‘bt-érs vorse, Hoffmen's :nd Evi.s! troope nad Gl-

. .wsrzed to the left and right, a large gap had opened In Gordon's battle

L1

~+'Mne, near the mill site.
“The Union lesders fook advantage of the snfederzies! discomfort to

I

group, General Baxter in the center hed hir broops erect barricades

TR A A G AT ST B

of Tabney's Mill, Jo Baxiez's right, Morrow

4

¢ troops ol Srewfori's 3d Brigade

. As th

orchard, Colonel Moriow Wes ssriously wounded,

ik bk A

rzloy of the 10750

tiyozed over comrang,
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with his regimental commancders,

- . ST B S - T or 1 4
—n dearn Lhe s ammunlilol Wes runn g Snoro.,

Ml Dy s oy v m ey
Lonietgsrive ro

inegan hel marched up at the hesd of his division. In accordance with

formed his troops Lo FilLl the gap thet
Kasey's left. Many of his men nad besn

his men having fired their last round,

of Finegen's division, withdrew the Loulsiena

short distence to where Lhe ordnance Wagons were rarked,

Ly

S Withiz & few minutes, the sgeressive Gordon had completed his dis-

p

L5

je

tnd the entire line advenced,
m lefl.to right the Union line assailed by the herd—driving Con-

w2s ‘defended by Bowsrman's, Pearson's, Baxter's, and kcCoy's

An anxiously expected ordnence train failed to reach the front

ey, Wie need cartridges!" wes raised by & number of the blueclads

~ check Corcon's stesmioller. A volley from the rear threw

ade into a panic, & stempece ensued, The brigade on Fear-

righs (Baxter's) was the next to collapse. Having caved in uarren's

the greyciads,swung Vo the 1a7t and rishl,intent on rolliang up

<

nd licCoy's units. MeCoy, sesing that his brigade was 1n

n Il v - L] . i 5t L w3 o4
Afesmzbes could Se checked, it could well spel. Tne e 0L LR
LA
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: AR



3

1

f

i thelr hee S.

A 1 AR AT ARy KR et e

PP

BB e

- General Ayres remembered that here were seversl rid dges, withh marshy w
errein in tprvealpf, Ocuweeﬂ Deuqev‘s ¥ill and the field fronting the

1

svidgenead, Assisbed by his steff, dyres tried

ek

o rally the troops for

"z holding action elong these ridges. So shsken were the soldiers, who

“wnre the Maltese cross on their caps, that on only one cccaslion was Ayres

to bring a sexblence of order ont of the cheos, Bub when the troops

. thet hed been peositioned saw an crmed mob pass to their left, they took

3

Fortunately for tne V Corps reinforcenents were abt hand, As he rode
down Vaughan road to confer with General Warren, Generol nneaton negrd

thwaest, - Wheaton, satisfied that the V Coros had

the foe, orcered nis.division to push on, while he gelloped a-
Warren's commend post, Werren had gone to the front, so Yiheaton .

on the Vaughan road or elsewhers."

As he rode out Veughen road, Wheaton now met Generals Griffin and

gz, who told hin thet they could cope with the Rebels to their front,

Consequently, they hed no immediate use for any VI Corps troops. While )
ere conversing, one of Warren's steff raced up on 2

He reported that he had just come from the right,

" ¥here Grewford and Ayres were engaged, and that reinforcements were

fonts lszd brigade by this time had crossed Hetcher Run, Guided
Werren's aides, Colonel Jesmes Hubbard's 2d.Bpigade was conduched .
“rough the entrsnchuents and out the road o Dabney's Mill, Overtaiing

%% bripade, Wheaton learned from tne staff-officer that Werren had told




L

S AT eI VT oL F e ek

?
&
#
4,
3
S

a

zton ordered his other two brigades to form behiﬂd the entrenchments

svwail further instruciions,

B S

agglers. A glance at their badges Told the general that these fugitives

n e,

ﬂﬂvcd to Cfa"Tﬂrd's division. Within a few moments, the number of Lroog

h

the perimeter so locded the road vhat iihezton kunew that
éme grave misfortune hed befzllen the V orgs troops at Dabney's Mill
y efe side, he called for Jolomel Hubbard to halt_and dep1oy
into iine of beiile. PRefore Pubberd could complete his dis-
mzes of the troops in front came rushing through the

i;ﬁe woods anc guite over us, and it was with the grestest difficulty
thé%;tﬁe liné could be formed, so obstrLCer was. it by the fugitives, who

o,

re. deafl to every entreaty...and refused to rally on the flanks or in
rigede there forming. Squads, companies, and regiments
'fapidlyhto the rear daspite our greatest efioris to hell them.?®
‘While the confusion was at 1ts height, Vheaton was joined by Gen~

1 Yerren, who rezarked thet Whhe line in front had broken irrepersbly.W
iill this moment there had been only sniping in the woods bo- Hubbard's
ﬁ?nﬁ# Yhile Hubbérd wes prepsring to throw out skirmishers, his men

troops ¢lad in blue uniforms

-

- Tstelved several vollevs from a line
Fortunately for the VI Corps pecple, these volleys

to dnflict menv casuzliies.

These crashing veolleys were discharged by Burr's brigade of CGriffin's

)

tision, Burr's trooos ned followsd Sickel's down Veughan road, Eefore

-*% reached Keys!, his orders were countermanced, and Burr was directed

t, Dabney!

10w Sukbardtz brigads to the scene of action at

5 b
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- To avoid having his troops slaughtered by the ¥ Corps, wheaton told

i
13
¥
1

withéraw from tre oﬂﬂes Fzlling beck about 300 yerds, Hub-

3 91 ved his brigeads in 2 Field. fs the 7o Joros soldlers re-
o

oy
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P
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they were followed by Confederste sharpshooters, who infil-

~

woods to their front.

his dispositions. Pearson's byl gad

ion on ruobard's lefu.

nnsylvenia of Pesrson's wrigade, and the 121st

: . ; s P L8
of Hubbard's) were deployed and advanced as skirmishers. =

Burr's brigade in the meantime had disintegrsted, retrea in great

Mheir officers having no control of then, whalever, # ~Losing

!
b
-

i

3, : . ) - N3 . . . . By - Y ’
bet they conbinued to fire into the becks of units to their front.

hers discharged their rifle-rwuskets into the zir, Colonel Bury Tinally

L9

Ylied & srall force,which he led into osition on mubvardls right.
. 3

Ll

to Debney's Mill, he hed presumed that Gwyn's

zed by the horsescldiisrs br resking through its

oin him as soon as the men had been re—forsed, Bubt in

e 23 Lo clreculans and had wandered

0 e G P 180
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. provost guerd and YWerren's escort acr

]

! to round up the rsfugees., Sighling

; through the woods Lo The lefth

’ to learn who they were, liost of these
brigede,

; form on their colors,

ight fire from the
2.
TRe-form your bri igace; advance Lo the woods,

Tocke snepped,

i

" A nunbgr of Uowerﬁmn s Marylanders were now e

Locke rallied a number, telling

y o1

gudut the field,

ﬁight had closed in, so the fiéﬂtJng ‘SOOI CEE
a full moorn, Werren reorgasnized his corps. The
-~ 1

N . k] . A 1
ermen's, Gwyn's, Bragg's, end Baxter's) tnal ha

LR}

emforied and mrustered inside

1t
o ks

L

e breas TWO

igede of

Ayres' division

¥erching to the rignt, Winthrop's blu

25 he pointed o

Uhis brigade
snemy

and deploy so as Lo
werd the pines to his
uCOLa_me”‘e wandering

nGwyn to teke charge

sed,

five brigades (Burr's,

g disintegrated were

s defernded by Wheaton's 1st

was recalled from

Feas

eclads relieved
to the left

ne had reca

o
)

'_.l
0]
[a
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‘Taking adventzge
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soldiers 20 & Dei

tved for Sheaton to withdraw his division sast of

“irteher Run. and "mess in some convenient placet ts Hubbard's TLroops

o

iraxped through the eartrworks, the 1st and 3¢ E

lrossing the stream “heaton's division went into bivousc near Cummings!
& 3

. &l

. fouse,

Tne Confederates pursued the Federe =1s through the forest. Bzrkness

“wes 2t hand by the time Gorcoq s bautLe l_nes gMAred the fields fronbing

e breastworks, guara ding the spproaches To the Vaughen roed crossing.

”Gordon’s units had been'disorganized by the repld advance, and 1t would

alce t$me to regroup for an sssault on the barricades to his front.

rdinsly cecided to recell his troops and return to Debney's

Before beginning the return peren, Gordon saw that a strong line of

TRt P I : e g . L e 2 B e G
. Witposts was established, while fatligue peruies wWere crgenized Lo poLlce

snd collect arms and accoutrements ebandoned by the ¥

their wild flight. Men also had to ke Cetailed Lo es-
tort into Pelersburg the nurercus prisoners bagged in the fighiing.

There wes 1ittle rest in the Soubhern camns, ss Corcdon &nc nis gen-
frils ) cerbain that the baltle would be renswed, ssw thalt thelr men ei-
: _ 55 1
sosition 2t Debney's MILL. 22 wnile the surgeons anc
* £&

Faye

PRAY S S
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the wounds of the injured, buriel detsils wenl

it 3 p,m. General Moty hec sent Colonel MeAllister with e patrol to

ing beyond Haetcher Run thal They lgnorsd the patrol.

s to hold sll the troops he could Yspare in

TI.Corps Commender Humphre

diness to move to Warren promptly snd rapidly.®

ey in Humphreys! command post clicked out this informaiion, be

re wes received to rush troops to the Vaughan road crossing of Hatcher

58

:bhfe‘g told Mott to oul De briandts el Bricade in meoltion.
Humohreys told Mott to put De Trobriznd's lst Brigade in met
inile De Frobrisnd's troops, 2,500 strong, were fslling out, orders

eached Mott from II Corss headquarters to withdraw West's brigade

" fromthe line, West's people were to follow De Trobriand, To increase

i1

h of the column,he was to march to harren's assistance,

.59

L

N

he sgirengt
Yot R ' e A ammal : . .
vb celied on Remsey and Mofllister for 2 reginenv eac

De Trobricnd's brigade t ook the lead as the relief column started

“own Veughan road. fenerzl Meade halted De Trobriand,

“¢1¥ing him thal larren's troops had checked the Confederate onseb, and
_ &
2L he was to return vo his Tormer pOSiTion. Westls brizade was

E
-a
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enG countermarched., While the regiments from Mcallister!s

e et S 57
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brigsdes were returned to the brezstworks, De Trotriand's and

kit PR B 1 k4

wWerven, Humphreys had telegraphec General Hiles To rush & brigsde down

Qbuﬁwaa rosc, Miles abt -7 otclock replied That his 2d Erigede, Colonel
icherd C. Duryes commending, had been ordersd out, Duryea's Troops

- L. . s &+
wtified thet the

d gone only & shory distance,when Miles 2t 7:37 was

V Corps. As the men who wore the Maltese cross retrezted,

' /
the four guns emplaced near Arms tronc‘s shelled the woods zercss the run. o3
| £ the time the V Corps broke, tho units of Colonel Pierce's trigece,
Pennsylvsniz and the hth Ohio Battalion, were CaLleO up from L he
éééfve and t ook position covering the dam and a bridge thatl had been
ér0wn scross Halcher Run, nezr Armstrong's Mill, As.they double—timed
3;Eo position, they were fired on by Rebel shaerpshooters posted in the
itber and underbrush on the south bank,
the VI Corps had been meterially weskened by
issued orders

&l

nouse. The

Gett occupled the line between Balteries Hos.
ang AXVI, 1ts right resting on Babtery No, XXIV, A 287-men detall
5 e L oy . 5 . P - e Vot o~ ; e L B
{ “'m the Enginesr Brigade relieved the men Wheston hed left on tae plosst
‘ ‘~m_‘ 65
2 L]
\ 23
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corps had Deen studied, Mezde &b i

;2 yarren's troops,

3

cads, which was very bad,

I S I Yl =Y L 4
a0 extendied nOVeReiu e}

&

L only WO options—to en~
£ the opinion that if fur-

se well if the Aymy of ihe

‘line. He, however, Wend elong with Feade

well to nold out to fatcher's [ sic / Bun.®
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AR o N L AL el
Ty BATTLE CF

M s ) P Al TTS CF g ¥ Y o e, S TS EER J L
Cepersl Goraon and HIS ConfeCersves win Tie Second

50 vards of Veughen road. neing a strong picket
line, pub his trocps to work ’ tening the rifie-pits., Craw-
ford's division wes to con reserve, ready to

T 5

merch 2t a moment's nobice lo elllier warren’s or Humehreys'! support.
0. R., Series I, Vol, XTI, pt. IX, 399-400.

0. R., Series 1 Voi. XLV, pt. I, 225, 227. The 105th Pennsylvania

o
o
fad
O
i

e Trobriand on its rgturn from
the reconnaissence down Vaughen road. Major Hess and his trogpers
cf the.Ed Pernsylvenia, having patroled Vaughan road curing the
night, took position at Cumings'! house on recrossing ﬁhe TUh.

Toid., 254, 25¢, 260, 366, 368, 371. The 6th Ohio at tais time Te-

0. R., Series I, Voi., VI, pt. I3, 3664, Meade spent the night of

> 1
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0. i., Series 1, Yol.. XV, rt, I, 423; 0. H., Series 4, Vol. ALV.,
gt, I, 193.
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pb. II, 431-432,

._O.;E., Series I,

8 Ibid., 287,

- 0. R., Series 1,

0. R., Series I,

Ibid., 381, 390;

I
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P
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0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 225;

XI¥I, pt. II, 424. De Trobriand was accompenied on his forced

raconnaissance by the 24 U.

was on rising ground, near a barn in Iront

0. R., Series T, Vol, ¥IWI, pt. I, 3ilb;

—

. pb. II, 424,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 254;

extended south to Gravelly Run, about a

L Mil3.

Q. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt.TT, 434.

—

Tbid., 255.
Ibid., 298.

7 Inid., 3hke

Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 287,

I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 286, 283, 290.

Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 381.

Douglas, I Bode

S. Sharpshooters, the 20th Indianz,

e 17th Maine, ard the 1st Mzire Heavy Artiliery., The redoubt

of ‘Armstrong!s house.

Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLV,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVL,

had stzied that theilr works

mile scuthwest of Dabrey's

Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 25L-255.

293; 0. R., Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 286.

293, 296, 390; 0. R., Series

With Stonewall, 326,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XIVI, pt. I, 290,

" of Hatcher's Run," Confedervate Veteran,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 390.

!

of

ietile

t

Ibid,., 390, 392; Barton, "The
Veteran, XVII, 119,

0. %., Series I, Vol. XLVI, pt. I, 287,

ey v -
. F oy
o, LI, nt.

291-292; Barton, "The Battle

AVil, 119.

Habtcher's Run," Confsdersie

2G5 ot T
293, 392; Q. K., Serizs I,
Colorel Charles w. TILt
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<. which I hed just then

Southern Hisvorical

left arm {causing amphtab on

C. R., Seriss I, Vol. XL¥I, pt. I, 255, 260; Q. R., Seriss T, Usl.
T £ - '

VI, pt. II, L3Z.
0. B., Series I, Vol, XIVI, nt. T, 280; Beale, History of the Gin

J4
.

Colonel Z. &, Jeneway of the 1Ist

while Lieutenant Colonel F. L. Tremzin of the 10th
2580-251; H.

4

Soci

(o

. B., Series I, Vol. XIVI; pt. I, 266, 280, 281.

by Sickel's troops, Winthrop reported, his men reti

in rear of wy position and replenished my boxes wit

sueceaded in procuring.®

268, 370.

oid., 366,

278, 282, 26k.

Teid., 271; History of the  Corn Exchens

New Jerssy recoverad

¢ York Cevalry died. 7

Upon being relieved
red 175 to 100 yarcs

h the emmunition

n Pennsvivenisa

VOWQPVe,_a..., Cormiled oo Committee (Philadelphia, 1888), 551. From
right to left the brigads wee posted: tThe 32¢ Massachusetis, the 1554h
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NHeavens!

Wonu rmust do it Douglas,

taking Mrs. Pegrem back o their quarters. New had not

is war--oul not that. Send Hew.
“don't..

"yejor MNew went on his unenv
body becii Lo my roon &t Headoua
lay, dead, on wy oed, I heard U
window, -
her

yet and she did not know; but Ler mother was

three vears, a pride of three

Dougles, I Zode with Stonewall,
2 0. R., Series I, Vol. VI, ob.
TT L - 7/ L ]
v i-l.‘_, Du. _.l_, 280, 2883 291.
3 1 A o T
i 2 0. R., Series I, vol. ZLVI, ot.
1
i Yol., LI, pb. I, 293, 295, 296.

2

086, 268, 290-291; C.

tho would tell

% spapped General Gordon.

Ceneral—-T111 lead a forlorn hope-~do anybhing that

Hets narried and knows women; 1

with her. &
weelks, now a widow!!

327.

T, 287, 289, 293: Q,IE., Series I,

-2

I, 271—4{2 2765 C.
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" HSTCHERTS RUN, an 5-7, 1865

. - Coanter IV

x]
]

Cing zbout in their nickel posts. W

cr
[y
M

o
ct

n
e

rren specul

- ) _ . 1
L e1tqer relieving thelr outposis or reinforcing thenm

{
n

.

ueob in replying, observed thet Ceneral Meade desgired a rerort on .

- the condition of the V Corps, &nd an estimste of the czsualiiss suffered . 3

.s %0 push. oul skirmishers to zscertain

were still in force to his front., If they were, he was to

.2
attacking.

.use his own

—L s o - =

Meanwhile, Hooney Lee's cavalry, trailed by an infantry skirwd

o on o

ine, was sightec sdvsaci ng across the fields south of Veughan road

0030n87 Sickel's outpeste end the grevclsds soon opened fire, sznd for

i _._the next L5 wminutes the two skirmish lines'banged'awgy.
ts, COJOﬂe# Sickel had contected
prompuly ca-leo us ons
Laft of 3ickells infantry,

H = a9 - - -
ATUT ,,.-._Le’ wers Liso

iv gung in the fizht on

{1e;
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- demonstretion! mede b

“could drive the Rebels "hhet far, if at all, witnout the
e X 2 e

putled teck into the woods,

- Mt e S o e
Twenty minutes lais

_that he had seen and heard satisfied him that the Rebels would not mzke

a stand this sﬂge of Dcone“’s i 1111, He was convinced thet the V Corps

id of more

jav)

than one of CGregg's brigedes....t If Meade so wished, the other two

. 5

“eavelry brigedss could be recalled atl once,
Meade -at 10:&0 issuved instructions for Werren to Morder General

[

Creco to take two of his brigades to Rowanty POSu—OEIlCSJ yith their

7. By 1 o'clock the two bris

as the batlery drove down Vaughsn road, that the country hereabouts wes

berc Gregz would see that his troopers were provisicned

sy would be resdy to march ageinst the foe's
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fcg
: were ready to ride, Just as he was pubtiting his horsescldiers into motion,
}. * =~
i
H = N ciq et \ . o
5 g courier rode up with acditional instructions frem army headqueriers,
; Cregg now lesrned that he could post his command in the most suitable
H place Lo wateh the Halifax and Perkins’® rosds. Should he find it diffi-
E‘ - = - . 32 0
: cult to supply his-division at that point, he was aubhorized to move back
i
o Fort Dushane. ~
o)
Lt
Gregg by dusk had posted his two brigsdes at the junction of the n
. W
: . X
o o 3 [ i, . ] = —_—
Helifax and Wyati roads. One regiment {the 21st Penmsylvanis Cavslry) hd
: =
: P e £ - = ~ms ) LR !
¢ hed beerr advenced to Fowenty Postoffice, wiih pickebs thrown out on the .
: ' R
‘ . Perkins! and Reans'! Station roads. Another regiment had been sent to ;rf’
. o -
. recomneiter thne counitry between Resrs!' Stailon and Stony Creck. -Troopers e
Y :: : - ) . ) . PRI + %.
;romﬁtne 21st Fennsylver 1@, cccupying an ouvtpost nesr Monvls Heck EBridge, - 5,i§
- s Co s y e s
-haa wztched as a bflgeae of Repel infantry marched dow the road on the i s
! -t
. s i
opposite side of the Rowanly Unicn sna Confederate plc&ecs in this ’
e _— 8 c
seclbor confronted ezch other with the siream Letwesen. Ly

Seversl hours before he left the west side of Hateher Run, Gregg had

*had the troopers of tre brigace (BeJ1¢n's) that was to remein behind to

:- *

» .. . . . . . . . ) ‘ ‘O

.relleve Sickelfs infentrymen, so they could rejoin their parent unit— 12

L : : il a

n x 3 . - - iy . N 1. . ¢ : ,-'

Criffin's division. Kerwin's horsescldiers by 11 a.h, had moved into ''5

. . : ’ VR

- gy . o - . .o , .9 i
FOS1vion across Vaughan rozd, and Jickel's brigsde marched up the reed. :

- Colonel Kerwin, not L0ﬂ~ aiter Greggs had deparied, received ordere

Irom Warrven's heedquarters to send 2 combat petrol cown Vau

(4715 force was Lo ury and push the Rebels to their froal zeross Gravelly
“in, IT the Confederstes were encourtered inm forecs, the petrol was Lo
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quickly rejoinec

SOL h of Gravelly hun.

the Pennsylvenisns as they rode cdown Vaughan road, till they hed pene-
the RBebel nickeb
iy

tonel Young shouied Ifor his bugler To sound, HWohergs

The butternuts were Forced back to the sireanm, where they braced for a

stand, A lightning-like flank movement by Young's ist Battalion (which
nad dismounted )} drovs the zreyclads into rifie-

O
1
3
i3
o)
5
)
b
F
93]
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o

pened on the Yanks with their two 3-inch W itworths.

vis troopers, Colonel Voun

[die]

neaded: back up Vaughan road, as

tne hexago nzl bolts knocked branches and boughs from the trees to the

troopers! rignt and left, A squadron of Rooney Les's dismounted Con-
 federates followed the bluecoats as far as the point where the pickels

" had been assailed. Young now wheeled his column about, and these Rebels

On his return, Ccolonel Young explained to Colonel Kerwin that the

Confederates appesred "to have one brlggde of cavalry! in the trenches
11

General Ayres hed spent & good part of the morning on the picket

line. What he saw and heard from Colonel ¥Winthrop coavinced the gen-

ty hed taken its toll, beczuse the infentrymen

¢ of the 1si Brigade appezred to ve extizusted. Returning to his command
: ap _
¢ fost, Ayres, recelling bhet l@rren had expressed an intention to re-

ot g S, AR

reVe_Einthron's vluecoats ¥os soon &s eore obher troops could be fitted

-

Tolonel Locke. Avres, after explaining
12
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Varren scceded to Lyress' racguest. As soon as Sickells troops re-
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entered the perimeter, they replaced Burr's brigade behind the eazrthworks

z

sn Pearson's left. Burr's people Ehen-moved out and relieved Winth

"_3
H
o
e
[O]

is unib nobt assigned to oubpost duty

by

a4 £
an

terncon, the woods occupled
12
Ly Zebel avtillery.
Forming snd mustering his troops as soon as they were relieved,
inthroe led them back into the bridgehead, where they camped behind the
& [= 2 tH p
" : .

On the morning of February 7, Warren had dispatched Csptain Cepe to

examine the ground to the right and locete a batbery position, where the

TeOhﬂeites. He also observed thet the II Corps' betieries at

nstrong'!s house cou?d be helvfaT in neutralizing the broublesome Con-

Fording Hatcher Hun where Pearson's right ancnore&, Cope cros aed the
pen ground in front of the works and visited the II Corps pickets., See-
1n0 no signs of the uOhﬂflSS, the captain concluded that they must have

led in their line of outposts. Cope, on rejolining Warren, told
1

qarren, ‘after lwsueﬁirg to whet Cope hed to say, determined to see
?f he could dislodgé the Hebels fzor their sdvence rifle-pits. - A% 10 a,m.
Geuera1 Gruwford was to move oub from .

2 zszil the foe gheatoo‘s GI Cor’we Givi-



in Cope dﬂlﬂv ered to Crawford his copy of the circular,

he Third Division was to "push outb as far as possitle

¥i1l, bury his dead of the day belore, znC see w2

o

fall in on their color lines.

i Ha tc wer Run, the rreaSumow&s'beHLnu which Pearson's troops crouched

to their left. Opposibe Armsirong the column turned to the left

the works., A short disbance beyond the rifle-pivs,
Craw ord caﬁlea for Geﬂefal Baxie¢ to ha1 and deploy his troops into

1ne-of bat tle. ,Covared by 2 couole llna of skirmishers, the 39th

Bssachusetts in advance and uhe 11nn Pennsvlv ia in support, the bri-

ad¢ resuEed the advancé. Crswfora S 0uher orﬂﬂaaes folLOmed Ba cLer's
le Jine--Breggts on the left and MNeCoy's on the right.'

‘fBaxter's skirmishers were fired on by Rébel pictets)posted‘behind
'lgt earthworks,J These greyblads belonged to Brigadier General_G.
iiey Sorrel‘s Gedrgia Brigade of Finegah’s division. The 11th Pein-
F1Vania'advanced.to assisﬁ the 39th Massachusetis, and t?e Gecrglans
 01osely fOLlo@ed by the. vattle 1ine, Baxv

ad through Vhe sodden forQSu driving the greyclads

armong the casualties in i £8e O

el was

tefore them. General Sory

?lﬂzc:mg the zene aral 15 npd c"r“_, 11_]_(1;2 51’“,,5_’1_1’153 the ribs front and

&
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L
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1 wes carried to the rear by his aides. Although he recovered, the

for Sorrel. A thres-quarter mile advance brought Baxbter's

ple to a clearing.,. Oul in vhe field in front of the skirmishers was

b

_nidabla iine of works held in force by Confederate infantry. A short

] ot 1

The Conlea.r stes had speﬁt a m1seraﬂ7e morning strengthening the
snned bv Ellett's and several other babberies

of 6olonel Wiliien J. Pegrémﬁs Artillery Battélion -were ménhandled along
vddy trails and into position at strategie points hehind the parapels.
ﬁ*ﬁrigade from General Finegen's div;sion le¢ by Gensral Sorrel had been
ent forward at dawn to hola the plcket line.

'As s00n as,he.was notifie by Sorrel that the Federals were advenc—
”g in force, General Gordon had the "long'roll".ﬁeaten, .In forming his
éops tc meet the rénewed ﬁnion advance; Gordon posted Pegrém's civision
now commanded by Gerersl Johnston) on the right, while Finegan's division
~1ed into position on Johnston's left, General Evans! divigion was held
§ 19 |

in reserve, reacdy Lo move forward at = momenﬁ‘s notice,

-After Baxterts troéps héd chased'Sorrel'é Géorgiahs out of thelr ad-

cations were occupied by Colonel Mcloy's

_:-

ace rifle-pits, these fortifi

[

ncs _with_ nstructions from Crawford, Meloy had his | 0

2Tt strengtheniﬁg ar¢ refecing the irenches and slashing bimbver.
le engaged in this work, the soldiers were shelled by art tillery, em~
lzced north of the run, and to the fire of Rebel sharpshooters Irom

Ceneral Jonn &. Gooke's brigade posted in the undertrush north




of Haotcher Run. &pprehensive lest the greyclads slip a column 201088 the

ion, McCoy dispatched skirmishers to cope wiin
Generel Crawford learned of this situstion, he ser-

sonally positioned several of Bragg's reslments between Mcloy's righi
~y
20

enG Hatcher Dun.

v 3
]

o]
AL

1is position fronti

To nol

ééﬁﬁer called.tp,aﬁé deployed his three rémaining regiments (the 16ih
the £&th Penmsylvenia) as skirmishers o
right . and lefi, One of Meloy's unibs, the 56th PsnnsJ1V¢nla waé
rbgghﬁ up. and posted as & reserve to Baxter's skirmish line.

| Mezde at 11:45, shortliy aftef-Crawford had paééed inroug the berri-
d Werren. thet in view of the Jnclewenu weather and Generel

¢ & fortified line, an assault

L)

His fighting bloed aroused, Werren determined To ig nore his superiors

".3

push matters, AT 3:45 Crawlord was directed to “drive the enemy jusi

‘iﬁr_as you can in the caylight thet is left you, and use all your sup-

23

-~

’r’iting Chief of Ste °f Hiebb at 4 30, Warren placed himself on record
necessaryf%dffall back across'Hatchér Pun, he would prefer

- morning. In an effort to get Grant and Feade to change

rezorted, ie heve regained most of the ground we held

drawn the artillery fire from the eneny's WOTKS, anc we

south side o; Hetcher'ls i sic 7 .Run tOJard Dabney's kill

s time would be lno&V¢8201e ‘unless grest adventages could be gained.
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i

s0 long as may be reguired.” 2k

“to by Werren in his 3:45 communication to

wford belonged to Wheaton's division. Al the time of the Rebels? norn-

!

[y

1 Jossph T, Hemblin's) was massed in a
east of the run. AL 12 o'clock Hemblin's people were ordersd across

e stresm to support Generzl Crawford, Colonel Hubbarals 2d EBrigade was

1.

by Hembliin, Hubbard's bluscosats,

end formed nezr the bridge, prepered to

Ui

Preperstory to assailing the eariiworks covering Debney's Mill,

\gd the remainder of B:aggﬂs.trdops také poé tion between McCoy's
Hatcher Ruh. To afford sufficient space for Bragg!s people behind
?hé'éapﬁﬂred works, MbCoy's.b&ﬁtle line fi;ed o the left several hundred
its left on a mofass, As soon as_this movement was com-—
were reéeived-frém‘Crawfor& for Mcloy to advéhce and.take
eft of Baxter’s skirmiéhers. Harchn's VI Corps brigade
pled the wﬁrks just before McCo ris people starved for—
‘ : ) 26
As his troops drew ebrezet of Bexter's, Mcﬂoy refused his left wing.
Wheo Crawford pessed the word that all wes ready, Rexter's énﬂ.McQéy'é
their front, IbL was
- of the soldiefs' STHS

the right drove to within

27
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Gorden's Confederates made no effort to Follow up this succesa.

+in T _'|'. LI P awt 4 o 3 . 3
n the Union right, Bexter's bldECOduS retired to the ground held prior
ne atlacik, The troops on MeCoy'ls left, whe hadn't bolted, threw up

~ ‘

n 3C0 yarcds of the Confederatest enurencnme s, Here

w3
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m
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) - > o . . 4 - . , g
&7 were joinet, &8s soon as it was dark, by the rest of the brigade. 29

Crawford et 6:20 wrote Varren thel he hed sdvenced ‘his lines, criv-
g the Rebels intc thelr "new lines of works.n Prisoners bagged by the
nits reported that the V Corps was opposed by the same units it had fougt

esterday. His division was extended as far as the exhausted condition

At Y por. Baxter'!s skirmishers were relieved by DlCKEd men from
amblin!s and Meloy's brigades. Retiring azbout 100 yards, Baxter's

<

Olavers formec line and began erecving works within one-guarter mile

bones by

© grounc, - Needless t_o say, the ranks had

sunshine patroits and summer soldiers slipped to

<
D
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ug in. He had just returnsd to his commend. post from inspecting

1,

cket line, From the rcad which he was on, the Retel forbtifications

northeast and southwest. - His troops, he observed, needed rest badly,

2r 0TLO to build fires and nmake coffee for over

1

g m e e
Lunivy

.
!
C

ving ha

bey

’:.J
s

k)

"Because of the shoddy condltion of many of the units' uniforms, the
reater discomfort from the hostile ele-

ter visiting vhe f ront, wrote

o]
€

_ _ 81 righ of the army hes
been operating against the eneny beyond Hatcher's ZTSEC F-aﬁh
- since Sunday. Yesterday, the most inclement dey of the winter,
they had to be retained in line of batlle, having been in the
seme condition the two previous days and night I regret t
Lv

S
be obliged to state that under these circumstances, helghten
by sssaults, anc fire of the enemy, some of the men
without meat for three days, and all were suffering
~duced -rations and scant clothing, exposed to batble,
and sleeb. 52 TR .

had been
from Te-
cold, hail

s
£
S
£

. its ground on February 7. A

take a forced reconnaissance,

General Humphreys' i1 Corps held

¢ time of Werren's declsion to under

hrevs was directed by Meade to support the people who wore the

tese cross™ with 2l his available force, if called upon. Conbact-

T rescy

[

Humphreys reporied that he had ivio brigades I

36

A%

‘erren at 12:3

e

' Replying for his voss, Colopnel

D
-
Hat B
(4]

orps batieries, em

re supnort, "more for ine moval




A +o.

entts opini oa, Mg skoulq hola from our. present left to Armstrong's

The cavalry could then pickst down Halcher's L sic / Fun snd cover

our rear easier than at present.' The weabher having turned bad, Granv

thought it would be wise to get the soldiers "back to the rosition you

© At 1:30 Grant wired Meade that he had been called-to'iasn:ﬂﬁtOQ to

estify before the Cormitiee on the Conduct of the Viar. He hoped to
oat forthe capitel in the mbrninq but fe would defer his de-
Bure till Meede notified him that the "troons now out are in the new

osition they are to occupy.!
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advise Grent as soon 28 the troops were

e@ulné wibth his staff and Chle ingineer J. C. Duane, Meade drafted

,pircular)sketching the fortified DOSlb;On the uroops were Lo Lake up.

A : .
B e . g:

4

[0)]

o

3

o

Jor Duane wes %o lay cut ana construct an intrenched line from Fort

Sempson to Armstrong!s Mill, Llacing works at the latter point and the

L Suitable artillery emp=¢cewenus were to be selected and connected

87 rifle~pits, tinmber wes vo be slaShed, dams built on Hatcher Hun, &nd

As soon as these works nad been surveyed, the Pelersowurg investiment

Y T,

ine would be held: the IX Corps from the Appomatiox to

-
B

ort Howard;

Fort Howard ic Foru Gregs, inclusive; the IT Corp

to ﬂrm Lrong's Mill, Earren's_v Corns was Lo occupy

Yol XLVT,

/£ -'.»"-.l‘;

A
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Cowm troops than enything else.™

Warren at This time did nob velieve he would require any 1T Corpe

In complisnce with this recusst, cannoneers of Smith's section, . -

~

Bettery K, Lth United States Artillery shelied The wools in fronv of

of the V Corps had pushed ceep into une wooas and cTOSe Lp agalﬂst the

o
[0]
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o
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t Debney's Mill. Along toward da_x, a section of the
10th Massachusetts Betiery opened on a Hebel batbery near Dabney's Witl,

at-a range of one mile, After the redlegs had expended 25 rounds, the

39

“butternuts ceased fire,

e
%
)

Meade at 10:15 a.m; had telegraphed Grant thet foul weather, Yand
ihézignoraqce Iam unqev of the gxact moral condition of harren’s cOTps,
_dhﬁis logsses from stragglers, has restrained me frém giving him posi-
tive oxaeﬁq to atbzck.! Bven so,'warfen had bkeen inéiructed‘to undér_
take a forced recomneissence,

N

. Tn regard to the plan of holding to Hatcher Run broached late on

‘the 6th, Meade explained, his Mides wes to Iold it permanently by a
hich a’small force could hold, if we moved faeriher to

1

umehrays’ and Warren's people had alre“dv thfowﬂ up 2

redoubts, could be gquickly established,

4 - - L X - - N o -
£ Grent replied thet as Meade wes on the ground, he should know

i ‘ - .

4 '.,'3\__ ., . . ' . s - - L 3 -

; Tbetter than the people &b Gity Poimt whev line ine troops should occupy.m
&1

adophed a permenent
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Crc Wl urd

e left of the ¥ Corps to the James River.

iers were nobt. to return to the camg

eplied, we will forseke our old quarters cheerfully, because "‘hen any

ension of our line is to te made, we have the priviledge of doling it.m

tre relieved in

ations covering the Vaughan road crossing, pic&eting tetcher Hun

tand will be posted on & line from the crossing of the

a8

ccvakrr wes bo teke position on Jerusslem Flank Road, and picket from

Ll

Chief of Staff Webb, to ready Warren Tor the bombshell, wrote him
‘ence, tebh observed, was pleased to lesrn of the success
egistered Ly Crawford!s commend, MNevertheless, his troops were to be

withdrawn, but not at night. When Warren redeploved his corps, the sol-

mos from which they had rerched on the

Albe“ studying Neece‘s circular an nd Webb's communication ., Warren

General ¥eade, shovtly e aiter c;rk called on Warren for information

o

S %o when he would have no farther employment for Wheauon s 1nfanufy
enéd Kervin's cavalry.
" Yarren replied that it would be possivle to withdraw Whezion's

ision at eny time, while he would see thaet Kerwin's norsesoldiers

L7

he morning,

ct

on being informed that vheston would be recalled, advised

a his position, if the Con-

o~
<
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o
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le Crzuford was strengthening his pickel line, Wheaton sent for
brigedes, Recrossing Hatcher Run, the two VI

ind Camcbelltls, Wheaton then pub his column

Deybieak on February 8 saw Wheaton's VI Corps

division back in the camps fron which the trocps hed mare ned 56 hours

. LS
srlier :

Screened by a forpidsble rear guerd, Crawforc's division followed

eston's bhrouzh the brsastworks and scross the run. At 3 a.m., near

= 1

Cummings' house, & nelt was celled, and the exhausted Lroops ali . To

bivouse in the surrounding fields. Faving left their shelter-nalves

nind whea they took the field, Crawford's blueccats, because of the

rl hioful westher ‘were unablie to rest comfortably.
» L3

Colonel Kerwin's troopers, who were holding the roadblock at Keys!

arm,

were relieved by a detachment fron Ayres' division by 7:k5 a.m.
o’ February 8. Riding up Vsughen road, the Horsesoldiers marched esast-
e o - 3

50

rd. to Globe Tavern, where Kerwin reported to General Gregg.
'In obedience with Meade's circular of the previous afternoon, General
egg, on the arrivel of Kerwin's unit, ordered two of his brigades to

euurn to thelir camps ezst of Jerusalem Plank Road, while a third (Kerwin's)

51

Hbuld watch Helifax road.
Gregg during the dey received notification that his resignation from

the army had been accepted, Cne of the cavalry leader's last official

of Btaff Webb that at darkgsoldiers from Crevw-
assumed responsibility for picketing the countryside |

. roac to Hebeher Run. Mesnwhile, his troopers had taken ste-

ilon to enable them to picket the ares from valifax road to the James River.




th Crawford!'s foctsoldiers on duty, Gregg wisned to relieve Kerwin's

Lo _ )
vrigade, so the horses could be foraged. >

Two of Werren's Civisions (Qriffints and Ayres') continusd bo be
responsible for the defense of the brldgahegc Werren, as an oificer

]
N
G

>

Ho had belonzed to the Jorps of Ingineers, wes understendably interssted
in-the extension of the fortified zone from Tori Ssmpson to Hatcher Bun.

W 12:35 p.nm., February 8, he telegraphed Mesde'ls headquerters tnao un-

rmstrong's ¥ill, the line held by Humnnreys‘ ieft 01V1810ﬁ (Stythis)

.

uld be untenable. A reconnalsuaﬂce ﬂdd dlsclosed tbat the foe, if

this redoubt were nob erected, wculd DPOSESESS "commanq1ng ground that

Jarren that the best line the Army of the Potomac could

-«-'

tranpeared to.
;ke_ﬂp would be from Fort Cunmings, via Weslmorelsnd's and Tucker's
hoﬁseé, to C. W. Cumrings'. M"Ho matiter where we put the line on the
..bank," Viarren cautioned, M"if the.enemy establiShes:oﬁe on the
other side along the hiqh riaﬁe from Arms trong's hlll to the Vaughen

53

0ad, a small force W711 be aole to prevent us from crossing the stream.”

Meade was impressed with Warren's comments, so Chief Engineer

‘%nefs instructions were ammenced To read, for him o "procoe to lay

ub and construct an intrenched line from Fort Sempson to the crossing

, plec 1ng“a'work"at~the 1atter_point to hold and coii-
} _ - o _

Orthe afternoon of the 8th, Crawford had sent his 3d Brigads,

‘£v0*'c, to relieve Kerwinls horsesoldiers on the picket line extending

2rd from Monkc's Neck Bridge to Halifex road. Soldiers from AFres

TN

AW



division held the line of outposts from the left of the earthworks gusard-

1ine anchored on the ezst bank of

to take up, After

Fad

ing the apbroaches to the bridceﬁead to the. point where Ycloy's pickst

55

£ the Rowaniy,

o

o

General Humphreys! II Corps held its ground on the 8th, while the

-

engineers surveyed the new line the men wearing the Clover leafV were

ing the arec bebween Fort Gregg and Armstrong's

1311, and discussing bhe situation with his generals, Humphreys issued a

-

irective. At 8 a.m.. on the morning of Februery ¢, General Miles wes

Ea

o be relieved along the sector of the entrenched line belween Foris

o)
tla

n the new line, from Fort Ssmpson to the chimneys of the Westmorelan

[= 1.

Fotﬁ‘at.the s&me Pou” was to Sﬂlf that part of his division slated

0 occupw tne new line on the quht of the battery to be erected on

lng'at the chimneys of the Westmoreland house._ Both division commaﬁders

facing the foe, Details from the Lth New York Heavy Artillery were

56

naé wWere o be erected qloﬁﬂ the new line’
 ;Zn acéordance witn igstruc'fOHS from Meaae’s headguerters, Hum 7S,
cniﬁhe morning of Februery §, sew that his First and Third Divisions tock
he positions assigned them along the new line, dawsej's b éﬁde at

time reported back to Miles, having completed its assignment with

[R5
4l



Lragay

Tnere was no hostile actlv ty in front of the brlageneac held by

the 36 houvs beginning at dqufea{ on the &th and

the V Corps during ©

©ending atb nightfell on Februery 9. Ayyes' troops were kept eﬁoﬁorad

il gzl

Erecting & strong work 'on the Vaughan road, below the run," while

i f}n s held the DTGQSbWOCmS coverines the crossing of Habtcher Run,
Cr (==

ot

.

wbnosts wes established by Griffin, connecting wil

11 Corps division on the right., XFasbt of the run, Crawford's troops

he

ok

noinu man the picket line, "starting from a point near
urnt saw-mill, thence running emsu viy, kcssﬁqg through Rowanty Post-—

+ the intersection of

o

1ry pickets
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Le Church and Halifex roscs.t

Before retiring on the evening of the Gth, Generad larren prepared
asbructions that were to govern his corps! activibies on the

dar. Cram'ora was to have a large working perty at Cummings'

This force would be assigned the taesk of corduroying Veugnan

ed.  Genersl Griffin viould begin relieving Ayres! pickets at 6 2.m.;

fyres with his division wes to regort to Corps! headquarters at 7 olclock,

prepared "bo.construct a new line of intrenchments.” Griffin's ploneers

between the line of breast-

=, on February 10 wrove ChleL of 'aff Webt that oy

. #--lo

stizue parbies would nave cempleueq the breastworks.

teher Fun. He tnerefore wished to kpow, How much

- of $his line will be the reSUOﬂs&L ility of the IT Corps?®

Since his last communicetion, Warren hed hed a

e ;Jh:azé'ﬁmﬂm‘?:-&w.‘eaw«ﬁrh it

o
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Hatcher Bun below the Vaughen road crossing. .  On doing so, he found that

Nsoubth LO degrees east for one mile and three-fourtns....!

|

D
eiv

C

this time exbendsd 2 nile below the crossing on tqe

0\.

then due. east

) < TarelAY
hepiying, Weso

ight of Vearren's pickel line west of Hatcher hun wes to - eonnect with
pr o ) 61
e left of Humphreys', northeast of the stresm.

The task of corcduroying Vaughan rozl wWas COﬂﬂleted by lete afterncen,
" Ceneral Crawford was aubhorized to revurn with his division voc the

p they had left on the 5th, There the troops were to collect from

reaching the area near Colonel Wyatl's, Crawford would mass his troops

62_

a@@'await,further-ordérs;

cl-

Genersl Bragg's brigade would be detached at this time from the Third

] o o
w1 e Q‘pd- v o } - - . 1 ]
vision and march to Warren Station. At noon on the 11th, Bragg's troops

ere to board the cars that were Lo carry them to City Point, where they

're to embark on trensports. After casting off, the ships were to proceed

Hown the Jemes and up Chesap eake Bay to Baltimore., As soon as he had dis—

‘ked at Palt imore, General Bragg was to report by telegraph to Major

63

Sherel Henry W. Halleck.
.Qeneral Humphreys, on being notified thai the ezrthworks between
en road crossing had been completed,

- T

on the TIth)he wos to wilhdraw

,ﬁlﬁeu Geqel 1 Smyth

P

Givigion f frow its position at Arms

trongls and occupy these WOTKS .

he did, Smyth was Lo nost two brigaces in the rifle-pits, while

4 N -..-,deu

in rezerve. The sriillsry was bo be relired ab md Ly




B e T
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e

cn of Major John G. Hazard., Before recai¢1ng his troops,

s mighlt be use-

v

V'tﬁaf they destroyed Usuch rifle-pite...

iobb,prior to Suyth's reczll, was to wit haraW'ﬂést’s'brigade

ey of Mcillister's, De Trobriand, du iqg_the morning,

ieve troops of Ceneral Miles' division on his right as far 2s
First redoubt (Rattery C} to the right of the ruins of Westworeland's

To accomplish'this,'ﬂe Trobriénd was to deploy one or both of
%s reserve regiments.
CeqereT Hertrenft, whose IX Corps divislon hed oeeﬁ employed since

: roads, wes notified at 7 p.n., February 10,

.

uildi
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his troops nad been relieved of dubty with the II Corps. IL took

gftfanft?s people less than one hour to pack their gear, preparatory

o m9vihg oﬁt.' ks soon as the two brigades had been formed and mustered,

cﬁpranft_paésed the wérd to'ﬁDVe oﬁt. Marching by way.of Glob .:ﬁ;
. _ e

bluecoats were back in their camps by midnight.
~As directed, General Smyth, shortly before daybresk on the 11th,

ithdrew his division from its position, covering the Armstrong's Mill

ﬂr088110 of I atcner Bun. Screened by a strong skirmish line, the troops

A%lﬁhed back and moved into the nevly constructed earthworks, their right

hored on MeAllister!s left-and their left restin' on Vaughan road,
T i)

ery had previousily limbersd up thelr guns and driven uhem,to the rear.
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g unger- wustely clothed Confederates, Lee

units messed to cope with Mesde's latest thrust to

X ghtfell Finegen's and BEvans! infanvyy divisi

comforienle win

of which ther hed merched on Sundey, the 5th
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Union casgualvy lists for

ommanders to General Meade's headguarters for tabuiation

the figures, Mesde found that
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131 killed, 970 weunded, and 15¢ missiag.
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Debneyis, Will,
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Hiooney

iwer quarters oub

Jonnston's divisicon drew

69

the operavion were forwarded by the corps

. Checking

abtle casualties——171 kllleL, 1,181 viounded, and 187 missing., 4&s
Wzs Lo be expected, Varren's V Corps had been hardest hit, losing

Despite the stampede of

v resulted from two factors

se*"wauea the comasnds Lnat

in the period, Febfuafj'S—T, the units

 Run hed suffered 1,539 B

a

units on the 6th, the number of Union missing wes



-weary soldiers in biue and in grey reslized
- Run presaged the early collapse of

Fepruary 5, although seversl division

reserve were close zb hand, it was late in the day before
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Genersl Lee was said to have Mwept like a
Ti

CHild % when he witnessed this breskdown of discipline in hls arin:
+t S

Then on the 6th, Cenerzl Gordon and his people had failed to

czpitalize on the ¥ Corps! sbampede. A powerful blow, delivered at

proper moment, could have doomed Warren's command, .as Trightened

luecoats camé pounding out of the woods end over the breastworks

varding the approaches to the bridges.’

- The breskdown of the Confederabe cgvalry‘was evident. To forage
heir mounts, the cavalry units had to be posted 2 considerable distance

'fgom'the Petersburg lines, Consequentiy, the Federals had been out .of

hhelr works for over 2., hours, before Rooney Lee's cevalry division wes

%ule_to reach_the.field, When bLhe Rebel horsesoldiers did arrive, they

%ﬂd t‘eif mounts were zlready fatigued by the long merch up fron Bel-

N

”‘5fleLq, and they failed to demonstrate any of the dssh that hed char-

..atterizec their ope?aiionsjeven 2s late as the battle of the Boydlon

k Hoad, Ccltober 27 and 28, 186k.

As for tangibie gal ns, ¥eade and his generals had succeeded in &xX-—

“Suding their fortified line from Fort Sampsont to the heuﬁ han ro&d CrosSsH-

“Ng of Betcher sun. To cope with this exbension, General Lee ned o spread
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his trocps even:thinner than'heretofore. Whére he ﬁad been able to hold
three divisions as a straﬁegic reserve, he was soon compelled to reduce
his ready reserve to one infentry divisiono

No report was made by Confederate'leaders of their losses in.the

batile of Hatcher's Run,
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'ES BATTLE OF HATCHER'S RUN, FEERUARY 5-7, 1865

The Federals Forbify & Line From Fort Sempson To Habcher Run
Hotes
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