BATTLE OF BURGESS' MILL

By: Raleigh C. Taylor, Oct
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THE BATTLE OF BURGESY Mill.

OCTOBER 27, 1864.

Seventy-four years ago today the Battle of Burgess' Mill
was fought. It was the last important engagement of the year,
and almost the last successful attempt by the Confederates to
halt the slow but steady extension of the Federal lines around
Petersburg. _

Grant, in the spring of '64, had moved toward Richmond-
from the north; but war is a topsy-turvy bﬁsiness, and perhaps
it is not altogether surprising that autumn found him to the
southwest of Petersburg, moving on the present U. S. Route 1
from the direction of Florida,

October 27 was a dark, cloudy day, but not a day for
sleeping in either‘army; The Federal cavalry moved at 3:30 a.m.,
o§OSsed Rowanty Creek, and met Hampton's pickets, Farther up
streamn, on the Vaughn road, thé infantry of.the Second Corps
crossed soon after daylight, -despite felled trees which blocked
the ford, and the fire of a fow Cdnfederate picﬁets, which drop-
ped some fifty men of the -leading brigade., Each side lost an
officer: coloﬁel Spalter, of Ohio,‘and Major Farley, of Georgia.

Two miles to the northwest, the Boydton Flank Road {now U.S.
# 1) leading into Petersburg, crosses Hatcher's Run at Burgess®

Mill, the present Beck's Beach. General Hampton, commanding the
Confederate cavalry, devoted himself to making it an uncomfortable

two miles for Hancock's and Gregg's men. It was already difficult
country, with tangled undergrowth and blind woods roads. Fighting
“l-



from road to road, the two cavalry diﬁisions, with Hart's Battery
of horse artillery, held back the Federal advence. Major Hart,
camped on the Plank Road near Gravelly Run that morning, had
rushed his battery toward the sound of firing, placed two guns én
Gravelly Run at the Quaker Road and sent the others to Hampton at
Armstrong's Mill. With the aid of Mejor Barker, of Butler's
South Caroline Cavalry, he found 125 men as support for his guns,‘
and held up Gregg's advanoce until nearly noon., Young's Brigad¢
arrived to protect Hart's withdrawal, but just as the movement was
about to start, Major Hart was shot (he lost a leg from the wound).
The blue cavalry streamed on toward Boydton road, where they ar-
rived shortly after Hancock, whose infantry had ﬁade good progress,
coming straight up the west side of Hatcher's Run after their en~-
counter at the first crossing.
Near Burgess' Mill the battle began to také shape aboﬁt’

noon. Confederate resistance stiffened as irdfantry came up along
Hatcher's Run and the oavalrj formed line across the White Oak
Road, The Abtillery, Hart, MacGregor, Graham, and two batieries !
under Colonel Pegram, fourteen gpﬁég_openeaftrom two Sides, at half
ed efficiently by six guns of Beck®'s Battery. |

Grant and Meade arrived'ﬁhiie‘tnis vas goiné oﬁ, gpd remained
6n—horseba0k, watching the.prcééédihéé with 1nterés£:éﬁd.téking the
danger with apparent indifference. Grant insisted.oh.riding up clos§
accompanied only by Colonel Babsock. A shell expléded Just under the
neck of the general's horse, but did no damage. The telegraph wire
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had just dbeen o;t and was lying on the ground. The horse stepped
into a loop of this aend was csught. Baboock dismounted and row=
leased the hoof, and presently, to the relief of the bystanders,
the general completed his observations. ’ “

?-!eade also romained on horsebask, in the open, and som of
his staff, whatever their persenal Vdshes, stayed out %oo, pﬂrtiuu-
larly since they were in tha presence of Hanocock and ms staff, who-
had a reputation for gallantry nnd sarcasm as well. Sevcral. civil~
ians rxko accompanied the parsy had no worrics of this sors, ami
sheltered themselves behind large trees.

The tavalry, fighting dismounted, blazed away along the White
Cgk Hoad in a nip-and-tuck battle, General Hampton had two cons &
gerving ~u his staff, and as his line started an advance, one of
them, Preston, was shot from his horsc end died e few mimuites lster.
The other, Vaede, going to his brother, was shot through the spine.
General Hanmpton, aftor seeing his sons cared for, went on with his
work, and took personal charge of one of the baBteries. Major
Barker, who had mssisted Hart earliér in the dey, was severely
wounded at about the same tinme.

.Hancock advdnced %two brigades nlong the Plank Road to=
ward the Run. The Confederatos had formed a ‘barricode a% a toll
gate, but as Ceneral Egen remarked, "The Virginie highway regula-
tions were not obgerved” and the Federals pushed through. Thoy
scized the bridge, and some skirmishers advanced over the stream.

A caisson was captured and a Richmond-made Parrott gun destroyed

by them. It seemed that she Confederates would be pushed back to
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the Petershurg forts, for once aoross Hatoherts Run there ﬁ?&?
few natural obstaoles in the way. 1% was now"aban‘;‘ 4 0* clook.

Firing had been heard farther down stream, but was astrnmi—x
ed to the sdvance of the Pifth Corps. The Second Corps skirmish=
ors had failod to connect with it Mwe%er,- and now a heavy wolley
from the woods made 1t clear thet this wag no Union force. Pierce's
dbrigade was overvhelmed, two guns seized, and a Confeierate linc
formed botweon Egan®s division and the rest of the Corps. As might
have been expected, this was General ahone in action again. Iuck
vap not with i:im this dsy however. Instead of broaking Hancoék in
pieces, the iroops were caught between the Federal lines and driven
cut again, losing soms prisoners. Hevértheless, the Confederate "
move stopped Ngan's attack at the Run, and at the same timo the grey
lines pressed forvward on all sides. '

Henoook's ammnition wos running low, it was olmost derk, and a
heavy raih had set in. The Fifth Corps troops,. caught in the thiok
woods Qownstream, had sucoceded in joining him, and retreat was now
necesssary, since moining would bdring a stronger force. The rotds.
wore diffioult enough to nake necessary the abandonment of some of
the wounded, who werce left in izeighboring houses. By a nistake sone
seventy.-men,under e Captain Parwell, of Minnesote, werc left dbehind,
and ‘did not start back until after daylight, but m=de a suceessful

escape though .charged once or twice by cavalry.
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The batile was am'thar might-have~been, with no terridbly heavy
losg on ofthor sido.. The Confefierstes had turned back one rore
attasok: the Fedorals had goined the olight advantago of fivss
hand kmowledze of the ground,  In m:,» dat for Genernl Hanptonts
_personal tragedy, vhich can still %oash us aoross the years, it
oight soom a% this distanse to have bsen a corparadively plessant
excursions.- 1% must de romsmbored however that but for the alert-
nosﬁ of the defenders,:iancosk®s 10,000 m&‘&nﬁy might vell have
comploted the Invostmont of Potersburg, and on the other hend,.
sut !pr the bitter sxporience of a ecampaign vhioh had pounded homs
tho naeegaity of discipline nngl eocolnoas, . the oudden atinck of
Hinhono #tmld have msdo as bitter a day for the Second Corps aa
Reans* station had deen two months beforo. As &% wns, the battle
appenrs. as.d. fair veledictory for both a Confederate and a Federal
commnder: lanpton was goon $o leave Virginis for battloftelds
nearer home, and Huncock left active sorvieo, wes not to lesd his
beloved Second Corps in the vistoricus spring campaign. %he year
endald 'm&tzhat as it began. Grant vas much cioser to hin goal,
but atill o long way from pegnossion of the two oitiea, and Conw
foderate countersirokesz condinued to m!:e overy advance costly
and 4ifficuld..
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