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LAND IN THE PARK: NELSON ROAD AREA
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North of present-dey Nelson Road, Jesieh;Nélson ewned L-8 as far west aé
o wall which stands about 69 to 10C' east. of. the access road to the Air
Force hpusing. The eaétern vars of L-8 is the southern portion of a 2L
acre piece that Josiah bought in 1755 frd? his brother Thomeas, J%.a
Josiah's ﬁOuée, which was built before 1758 was located on this piece of
land vithin he Park’'s boundaries. The western pgrt of L-8 is the

soucthern portion of a nearly 5 acre plece that he bought in 1770 from

Peniel Brown of Lexingson.S At that time 1t was described es orcharding
]

and uplend. There méy have been a house on,th%s land at one time. It
vwas mentioned in a 1739 deed for the entifé“piece of Brown's land north
of the road but it was not-mehtioned in the 1770 deed, and we are nov
certain that it stood on che part'of Brown's lend thet Josiah bought.

The walls*glong its boundaries date from i least 1770.7

— -

1The land that belonged to the Nelsons in 1775 that 1s not in the Park is

discussed in the three reports on the Josish, Thomas, Jr., and Tabitha Nelson
farns. These repoirts also contain a more deeiled account of the
Y " land that is in the Park. ‘ t
\ - 2peed Book 64, pages 29-30 in the Middlesex Registry of Deeds (hereafter d
I cited as Bk 64: 29-30).

3Bk 3943: L6.
uThere are what seem to be two building sites in the field west of the

Josieh Nelson house site. This field is the locatcion of the nearly 5 acre
piece that Brovn sold to Josieh in 1770 l

-
5See the plan by Stephen Davis vhich is in the Nelson vapers loaned ©o '
the Park by W. Newton and Eleanor.R. Nelson and the 1957 Air Force - ]
Topographical map, & copy of which is in the Park's files, )



-

Beitween Nelson Road and Route 2A Josiah owned L-T, which he pirobably
bought from Daniel Brown sonetime betveen 1771 and 1774, ‘There was a
barn on this part of Brown's land in 1739; but since no deed for the sale
of this land was recorded, we do nov know if it was st.1l standing when
Josish bought the land. There is a foundation of a building at the
extrene western corner of L-7. The wall along the eascern boundary of
L-7 nmay date from the 18th century.6 ihere is no known 18th century land
use. However, in 1818 part of it was described as pasture land. IU is
also the sisce of the John Nelson house paie of which probably dates from
the 18th centwry. The main part of the house was built in 1808, with

probeble laver addivions.

South of Route 2A and east of Mill Street Josiah ovmed L-339, L-3L0,
L~351 through L-356 and all of L~357 that is in the Park. He probably
bought most of this land from Paniel Brovn ai the same time that he bought

1-7.7

Bu: he may have inherited the eastern portion from his father after the
latter's deach in November 1770. All of the land south of Route 2A and
east of Mill Strecs was described as pastuve in 1818 and 1827. The walls
on this land date from ot least the early 19th century end some may be

18th century boundary walls.

6In the early 18th century it seems to have been the boundary between
Brown's land end Thonmas Nelson, Sr.'s, land. In the late 18th century it
vwas the boundary between Josish's land end Themas, Jr.'s land.

TAs with the rest of Brown's land souch of present-day Nelson Road, there
is no recorded decd for the sale to Nelson.



South of Route 2A and vesté of Mill Strcet. Josiah ocwned L--318, L-319,
L-322, L~320, and thc castern half of L--31%5. afd the northeastern corner
of L-317. A half scrc immediately south of Rouce 27 and located in
partc of vhat is nov L-316 vas described in 1767 as owrchard. In 1818 all
of Josish's land west of Mill Streét thec is in the Park (including the
land described in 1767 &s orchard) was described as pastuire and upland.8
Josieh bought thc half acre orchard from Themas Jr., in 1767 and the
rest of the land thac¢ is in the Park from Navhaeniel Whictemore, Jr., of
Lincoln in 1768.9 Two valls--one running southwesterly and the other
vesterly betveen the soeuthern part 4f L-317 and L-328--probably date
from the 18th century. They probably once formed part Jf the old
Concord,Lexington line. A third wall vhich runs soucherly between L-320
and the northern part of L-317 was probebly buils in the mid-19th

| \
century .
Thomas Nelson, Jr , Fam:
Nerth of Nelson Road; Thomas, Jr., owned L-3 and L-12. His house wvas
locaced on L-3 in about the present location of the Nevillc House. This
land vas the cascern part of the Mudgin 1lo% vhich was bought in 1746

Va

fron James Allen of Boston.+O There was e house on the Mudgin lot in

8Upland probably meant no more than that the land was not swampy and
parhaps that it wvas pasture land. A 1752 encyclopedia defined upland
as "...high grovnd...by vhich it stands opposed to such es is moorish,
marshy or low. ©r it is pasture-land, vhich lies so high, as not to
be overflowed with rivers, or lend-floods” (E. Chambers, ¥. R. S.,
Cyclopacdic: or an Universal Bictionory of Arts and Scicnces, (London,
1752), v. 2.

IBks B4: 500-1, 3943: lLe.
10px 46: 192-3.



1733 end it may have been standing vhen Thomes, Jr., bought the land

in 174€ although thure is no cvidence in she deed for this. There is

o possibility that the Mudgin housc tccame the Thomes, Jr , house, though
agoin csherc is no documcntory covidence for this. In any case his housc
vas built beforc 1758 vhon it wes shovn on & mop of Lincoln. The wall
along thc western side of L-3 probebly dotes from che 18th century

vwhen 1% marked the boundary beitween Josich's and Thomas, Jr.'s, housc

lots.

11
Thomas, Jr., bought L-12 from Penicl Heger in 1763 ‘Therc vwas a
housc on this land in 1752 but it hed discppeared by 1760  The wall
on the wecstern side of L-12 is an 18th ceasury well, i.e., it once

formed parc of the Concord/chington linc norch ef Nclson Rood.

Thomas, Jr., may also hove owmed L-1l, .10, L-8, the cecess road o

the Air Forec housing, onéd L8 cs for coast as the well thet morks the
vcstern boundary of the land thot Brown sold to Josieh Nelson in 1770.
There is no rccord of him buying this land, buc his descendents owned
it in thc carly 1¢th cencury. Thoues, Jr., probably bought it before

1800, clthough it is impossible to say if he owncd in 1775.

Betvcen Nelson Road eand 24 ‘Thomes, Jr., owned L-6, L-5, most of L-k,
and 2 small part of Lex. Y and Z. He probobly inherited o1l of this
land in 1770 from his fathcr. The wall bebween L7 and L-5 and L-6
marked the boundery beoween his land and his brother Jusiah's land.

.

There is pert of o crookced wall on the cestern sidc which is possibly

llpk 62: 219k,



part of 2 bridlcvay wall ond vhich merked the boundary between thoane,
& 27 . b

Jr.'s. land and Jacob Whittemorc's land north of vhet is now Route 2A.
South of Route 2A Themes, Jr., possibly owncd o small parc of L-340.

Tebicho Nelson Form:

In 1775 Tabithe Nclson owncd her facher's housc cnd barn vhich vere
locaced in Lexington norch of Marrcte Surcev ncor the town line. Thomas,
Sr., bought the housc, boin, and housc lov in 1716.12 We do not know
the cxact location of the housc bué it mey heve kcen noriéh of Lex, X,
i.c., outside the Poark's boundarics. There is more informacion about

the locosion of the barn. In 1779 when 8 cerces of Tabitha's land were
sold to Josich Nclson, chc barn was locascd on o property linc that
ron vesserly from Lex. U ceross Tebithe's obthor lend to Thomes, Jr.'s
land. In 1818 o woll ves loented clong chis line. This wall is probebly
the onc showm on o 1238 topogrephicel mep of Lexington cnd is still
sconding. In tems of modern property bounderics, the lend thot

Tabitha owned in 177Y includes Lex. T (1css 3/h cer¢c on the costern
side), W, V, and X, ond nost ef the access rond to Hanscom Air Base.

There are no knoun 1775 walls on her lend wichin che Park.

Sincc we have no decd rccording the division of Thomas, Si.'s; lend,
we cannot soy cxocily whoet kinds ef land Tabitha rcceived vhen her
fother's cstote wos divided. However, in 1771 and 1774 she was asscssed

o r— s g e s

12px 18: 255-6. -

\1



os a non-resident for I ceres of moving lend in Lincoln and as a residené

for 3 acrecs of noving iond in chington.l3

13Thc Lex. tax rccords for 1771 did not list wood or unimproved lond.
Tabitha actuelly owncd nmore thon S aeres in Lexington. - According to
1818 deeds five acwes of her land in Loxington wos woodlend and 3 acres
of hcr land in Lexington and Lincoln wes mowing land (Bks 3943: Lk
and 439: 328-30).
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HIS''ORIC RESEARCH REPORT
THE NELSON FAMILY

fart I: Land Norch of Nelson Rond:

Introduciion:
In 1775 Josich Nclson owncd about 33 acires in Lincoln north of prescnt
day Nclson Road.l The loczcion of this land, vhich includes his housc
civc, can te cscablished with o great deal of cersainty by tracing the
chain of titlc and the abucters. The corly history of Josich's Lond
north of Nelson Rond is discusscd in thrcc moin pieces; o) the house
lot, b) Donicl Brown's Lond, ond c) Whistcmorc Land. The later history
is discussed in sccoion 4.
2. Jhe Housc Lot:

In the discussion of Josich's housc lot eand othcr land, I have
tried to prove two things: 1) that a 21 cerc picec that he bought in 1755
vas a part of Christophcr Mudgin's leond, and 2) thot this 21 acres beeanc
his housc lot.

In Moy 1733 Christopher Mudgin of Lexington sold 33 acres in

Lexingson to Thonmes Munroc of Concord for 260L.2 It was bounded on the

—— et ¢ w3

1Tn the 18:th cenoury this vas the moin road ©o Lexington and Concord.
It was called variously the Conecord road, the countyry road; or the
eounty road.

>

2Bk 34: 197-8. Christosher Mudgin bought two lots of land .in Lexington
in the carly 13th ecntury vhich secn to have made up the land that ho
loter sold to Thomas Munroc (Bk 26: 1L43-5)., For dctails see the study
con Borly Deeds in the Pork filces.



3 ” L
north [casg/ by Thonas I‘Ic:]_son,)Jr o1 ohC 1St Lporthvcsc/ by thc Concord
. .5 e o e e O .-
linc,” and on the south by the Concord road. There vas no ncnvion of o

housc on the lond in ¢his 1733 deed. In July 1733 Munroc noritgaged the
land desceribed as O ccwes of neadov, plovlend, =md posturc ond contein-
ing a dwvelling housc, o Elcozer Rice of Bositon. 7 In Novcmber 173C Rico
brought sult in Courv of Comion Plcos ageinst Thouas Nelson of

Lexington for using the lend, agoin desceribed os LO acres of mcadow,

5]

plovliend, ond posoure vwisch o duelling housc. Thomos wes cvietcd from
she lond ond Rice reecived o Judgnent of 200k plug coses. Then in
Febhruoary 1739/h0 Ricc sold thc nortgoge thot he held on the land €o

o
Jones Allen of Bostan.” The decd to Allca states that both Munroc ond

ow

- —

3Throughout the repore I have puu correcvicnas of che dircetions given in
dceds in brockets. Thesce poarsiculor corrcetions ore bascd on informotion
given in 1oucL decds (sce conceielly Bk. 6L: 29-30) and on the location of
Deniel Brovm's load.
hThc Thorms Nclson, Sr., loter Tebithr Nclson, housc lot. Scc the repors

on Tabitha Nclson foia.

W3 "a

OThis is thc old CODCO“d/LC“in"t01 linc. After the vovn of Lincoln ve
forncd out of part of Lixington anéd Concord in lTSh 5 linc was no
longer nientionced in dccds s o bouwndory morker.

6”hc other abuttors of Mudgin's lond ia 1733 werc Nathenicl Whittoaker on
the north /northeesi/ Bavid Reed on the south /wesi/; ond lend in h
pessession of Andrew Mocelure on the northeast A h/ond south [ sg/.
Sce diagron poge 3.

TBk. 3L: 198. ‘hc dcscrintion of the lond is the semc as in Mudgin co
Munroc. (Bk. 3%: 197-8) cxccpt for the chonge in acrcege and the mention
£ the housc

8court of Cormon Plees ; 303 20 Novcmber 1739. Some deseription s Bk. 3b:
198 Munrcc to Ricc.

9Bk 40: U455-6. Scic description as Bk. 34: 198 Munroc to Ricc.

2



Sketceh of Mudgin Lend:
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(his he

lot,

Andrew

Mzeclure “t:::::::;,f/——w
(later Brown) o

. count road
/ ry
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Thomns Nelseon hed the might so redecn the norsge wc.lo In 1746 Allen
50ld the L0 acwrcs; with rrich the sonc duserinticn as in previous dceds,
6 Thomas Nelsos - o I I

50 Thomas Nclson, Jr.. of Lexingoon.

Thcre vas no ncnsion of 2 housce on the

I is pessible

nentioned, cond Hovenbe: 1746,

been descroyed or snoved fron the leond.
che housc, pur

o

11 on the lond

]—J.

10mhe deed reods
upon the seid Iclson's or Thouas Mwaroc
intcrest vhich ic or vhall beconc duc
recovered by the snid judgoment /the
of Ccrmion Pleas ”323, 20 Novcmber 173
the redencion of morogoaed ¢ Tes.. "

e
Sol

.

10%nonas Nelson noy hove had the right
bought thc morvgoged lond fiom Rico ¢
hove no reeord of such sele.  Thic
nortgaged the lond te Rice ond did no
year provided by the no: ge decd, 2

o~
Lo

e a)
R A

. . . !
thet beoween February 1736740,

vhen Thonas, Jr.

hons too 01ld and vowrthleos

in 1746 cnd cither

, Ue..subjcet o che cqud

land in chce decd te Thomns, Jr.
vhen the housce was last
bought vhe land, it hod
But There is che possibility thav

o bocther ucnvicning in the deed,

beeomce oxr vas uscd in the

ity of widemeion of the premiscs
's pormcns of the prineipel and
uponr che scid norogage or which is

[ 1
Jddbﬂvﬂu cgainst Nelson in the Cour

0, within che verm linited by low ior
to wedeen the norigoge beecause he
f ¢ Munroc dcfonlicd, q1':.hcv.gh Ve

1) Munroc
cernm of onc
soill

s hou I uadersitand it
nay 17 off within uhL
Ricc chen sold She land,

¢

)

norvgeged, to Thouas Nelson, 3) Nelson clso $oilcd to »oy of £ thc nortgoge
but he continued o usc the land so Re. brought hin o Court, &) Nclson
vas cvicted ond Ricc reecived o Judgaens of 200k "vish ovher duc Demages”
(2ccording o the reecord of the Cours cose) or 24SE 8s (aecording o the
deed of Riecc to Allea Bk, 40: U4S5.6). This sum, agoin according to the
deed vo Allen; wiprescnted .. .the Principol and Incerest on the nortgosze
sucd cn r~nd th» cosus as by che Reocords of the Said Court iCouru of Cornion

An/

Plcag/ will ov Large appear.”  Nilson
vhich sccus te be che smcouns thos he

o
- N

ond the Court cos:s, to Ricc, ond 5)
Jowes Allen, reocrving the ri

Llpk L6

1G62-3.

cvidenely did not pay this swm,
owved on shi mortgoge plus inverest
Rice then sold the nortgoge o

ght of Munmroc or Nclson to redecn it.



: 1
consuruction of Thauns, Jv. 's, or Josisch's housc.

In Joenuery LTS5 Thoues, Jo.. 50ld 21 acyes in Lincoln e his brocther

Josich. It is cliar, oacc chi changes in doseription orc accounted for,
that this 21 2cres vos the nojor pors of the Mudgin loé:
- 1k .
733 deed 1155 4t
15 - "y :
bounded™ Nly by Thows running Nly fron the cowsry road on
Ncluon Sr. (hlo housc 1o3) Thenes, Jw.'s land oo o soake and heag
of seones and then running Ely a fov
reds 30311 on his lond. (fhouas; Jo.
kept 2 loag norrov picec on cho cast
sidc of che Mudgin los. It was botuoen
the lend he s0ld to Josich on the west
and his focther's heousce lov oa tEg cast.
This lend beeone his housc lot.™0)
nortch by Nath. Whitvooker ruwnning NWly by Nath. Whittalkert

Hovcver, if the housce wan too worchless to include in the decd of zale

che posuibilivy thot it became Thones, Jr. 's, or Josich's housc is exsrencly
wlikely (elthough if it wos oiill seonding vhea theisr houscs vere built,
ito ¢timbers or foundotion night have becn uocd in cheir econstruction).

Also, the Pork Archeologist. Mr. Lelond Abcl, discovercd o wcll end vhat

he belicves noy be o housc sise in the ficld nbout 200 yardsd cags of the

2

Jooiah Nelsen housc site
L3px. 6L 29-30.
11’%13 is the casire 33 acres (bk. 34: 197-0).
15Tho dced says "bownded" but thoesce dirceiions make more scnse if understood
v

“ e
as running. Othervise, thesce tions muse be turncd around 45° o 90
in ordier o naka vhenm eonsiscend i

cr il:"

'
- A
I-" Q

¢h the 1755 dircetions and, vhat is noic
loporscnt, vith the posision of Danicl Brovan's lond (soe scetion on Danicl
Brcim). \

16 :

Sce the report on the Thones Nelson, Jr., Frima, Part I, scction (a) on his

housc lot.

L TNathanicl Whittaker cuned abous TO acres norcheast of the Mudgin lotc.  Sco
the study on his land in the Park's filces.



vest by che Ceneond,/Loxington ruming "ncrshucsierly o lond of said

linc Vhictolker .. .50 lond of Nechonicl
Whistenore, then sousherly on lend of
soid Josioh Melseon oo bloek cak Srec...'.
The 21 acwls "vob¢uatly Juss ‘touched
Neth., Vhistoncre's lond ac ivs (Tthe 21
acres' ) W corncr. Whistonory's land
oo oa che Concord side of the Concord/
Loxingoon line before 175k, Aftcer thot
d~ve it wos,; like the Mudgin leog, in
Lincoln. Aftcw 1754 ¢he old Town linc
uos no longer ueationed os o beundery
nerker i deced deseripuicns. Josich's
ané ves pore of o 20 aecr. pi cccgvhich he had
bought fron Whivewnore in 1750. 1

south by Bavid Reed and running scusheosserly by Yhenes; Jv

acrcheass by lond in land so ceracr of Danicl Browm's land

possussicn of Andrev Mocclurc (Meaes, Jo., kepe o picee of § or 10
ceres o che soushwest side of tho
Mudgin 1. It wos betieen the 21 ceres
on wthe norchenss cnd Re oed's land cn cho
southvest and Mocelure s (later Brown's)
e the soushenss. )

soucth by Andicv Mocelure “...cné so on soid Drowm's laad to the

cﬁlgcu‘hucun"W'mnd Comrowy vond..  Browm beught Mocelure's

. Q

lond in 1739, 1

Frcn the cbove comporison of the 1733 dood forr the wntire Mudgin lot wich
the 1755 deed for the 21 acics that Thonos, Jr., scld ©o Jesich, ve may

sofcly conclude due chings: 1) thot thoe 21 cercs that Josich bought in 1755

—
=S
]
Q

the mojor port of the Mudgin lov ond 2) thot Thomes, Jr., keps two picees
of the Mndgin los-~n acll cnc on she wossern side znd o lrrger one of €

or 10 necrco ¢a che soushuestern side.

P L e S

Sl&“ or Whictunore's lond coe Repor
q
\.

1 Dedge- Sﬂluh farm, ond for the land
chet Whitoenors sold to Jeoi o

e Cul
Ncloeon Soee the secoion on Whittemore land.

195 ¢ the seecicn ¢ Denicl Browm's lond.



s R}

There ves no nenticn of o house on che 2L acres in the 1755 deed. But
Josich did have o house in Lincola by 1758 vhen o house bllonging to hin
iz showm on o nop of che coun cf Lincolnn) I: ioc not cuertein vhether ic
was builc afcer cr before he boughs the 21 cercs fron his brother. In
the decd for the 21 ceres he is deseribed oo of Linecln so he st hove
bucn cither liviag in his own housc or reating ¢ heusce in Lincoln bcfore
he bought hic houvsce let. He ves morricd in 1720 or 1751 so he would

probably heve nceded o heuse at chat tdic,

8Jo.i 's housc, o5 shcowm cn the mnp; wous o 1isole we 55 of JThowag, Jr.’
housc in thot pors of lincoln vhich wish.d TC be sev off s Luxingeon.

I: is shown ncor the Cx,Angd/LlACbln lince vhish is about the location
of the Josich Nulson house site. There is o rderofiluy copy of the 1758
nep in the Pork's filcs.

/Accord:ng to the 1613 reviscd cdicron of Chﬁrl¢? Hucuon Histery of the
Town of LVA"awuun, (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co cny) Vel. II p. Lor

rhurucfccr cited o5 Hudscn, Los ;lguﬂﬁ) he JCU;lud LLlZ“Ouuh Abrons, 23

uSV 1751. The Lexingoen Record of Births, Merriages, ond Beavhs (Besten:
Wright & Pooocr Princing C)Lﬁ;ﬂmw 1863 , D. 136“ 8o glvbu his norrioge

date oo 23 Moy 1751 bus doos nos give che ndil of his bridce. But the
1918 correcticas and addivions to vhe roviced wdlciun of Hudson's
Lexdngson says chot, "A Josiah Neluvon of Lo ringoon and Elizoboesh Flagg

of Grafoeon werce niorricd ( asenecion dooed 15 Fob. ) in 1750" but docs not
coy thos this is dcfiniccly ocur Josich Helsen.

Living probably in hi
facher cnd nother; hi
Thenas, Jr. (vho probe
Lexingbon, v. 2, po b

5 father's housce in Lexington in 1755 werc his
o wmerricd siscer fobitho, ond his brovher,
1 did not morry wasil ofoor 1755)-~Hudcon,

Pcrhicps the house thes Josich was living in in 1755 wos cnc that alrendy
stood on Neloen lond, for instanec che iindgin house (2ltheugh this vas
probably dowm by 1755). Where is 1itUle dccuncguarv cvidunec ecaccrning the
dote vhen che Josich Nolson house wcs builc. Fraa che 1758 nop of Lincoln,
ve know chee it wes buils by thet date.  'nx recoeds for she 18th cenvury arc
incomplcic.  Only che 1792 Llacoln 133“ end the 1798 Federol Dircet Tox llub
give the valuc of howses ané ciher buildings. In beth vccrs, Josioh's housc
onad barn cecn to be chous or, Dur1<3 , nlighitly bclow (ot leost, on the 1798
1ist) avercge for Lincoln housces ond erA”. In the l,uh century his housc wa

T
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In Nevenber 1767, Josich's focher ~ud brother <och sold hin o o

.

of lond in order te provide hin vith reecos inse She npond for

i._l

uetering his covcle. Thones, J.'s, detd grancs hin o sorin cf

lond 2 rods wide ~nd I rods long acrcss the s orshuesterly cnd of
Thonas, J@.'s, housc lot. Tt wos boundod cloovherce by Josich's lond,

i.e. on the north ond weso by Josich's house log ond e tho oot by
whe sorip of lend thot Yhonod, 8., sold tc hin ot the srme tire. The
aipin of lond Tron Thones, Sr., Wno caeribed 2o 2 roeds wide and 5
rods long dy She ranguudy into the pond at the acrbhvesserly cerner of
Thoas, Si.'S; hcuse lod. Nincteunch ~nd tucnticth century dccuwienvs
.

conTirn shot theose SoOring of land werce on che copsern oide cf Jcoich's

. 2
heousce 1ot.

9(con't) nooess ob o relodively low roue vhich scens to indicatc on
old housc, though 1t 18 inpossible co 5TY justs how cld  Sce The newes
on the Linccln Lax records in the Pork's filece

lpk. 3943: k1-2. Both dquu nve bhe soric dage ond the sane witnesued--
Epbcnczer Fisk, Jcaos Svonc, nd SuCDhLﬂ Povic. The decd Lren Thoals, Sr.,
nentions pCC1f1cLllv thas io is for ceecus Go the poad. Thonns, Jr.'s
says thot it is for “he vascring of Jesich's cotiole. The dccd from Themas,
+., also provides that Jos ish F...for cver mointoin oll the fenee vherce

iv joins upen 1y lond.”

-\ Cl

28ce Appendix A for thesc 1nter decds and pland.



b. Danicl Brumn’s ga

The locaglon of o nearly 5 acie picec thot Danill Browm cof Lexington sold

to Jogdah Ncelsen ian 1770 con be accerndned wich o geead deol of ceriainty.

1, . - . . * Je

Since this land wes con cbutter of the Mudgin lot, it helps cestoblish the
locotion of Mudgin's lond ond the fact thet pert of his lond (i.c. the 21

ceres that Jesich bought in 1755 frem his brosher) beeonce Josizh's housce

. : 3

The neorly 5 ceres thou Brova seld to Jesich was the casecrn pertion of

a T acre 62 rod picec that he owned on Ghe ncrth side of the ecuntry road

in Linccln. Ia 1770 it wes desceribed o5 orcharding and upland.3 A 1957

3943: 46, The acrcoge given in the deed wes b cercs 146 rods.

2ThL carly choin of oitle for Browm's land ic as follows: in 172h/5 Thonos
Cutlcer ocld 30 ceres on che north side of the councry vead vith o duclling
housc to Josceoh Moriam (Bk. 35: 358-9). It was bo und¢d on the norvhwest and
ccutheoot by congeuays, o the norchecst by Caristopher Mudgin ond Thonao
Nelson, and on the sovthL"“ by Nethonicl Whitteuore. In 1739 the heirs cof
Joocph Merinn sold the land to Panicl Browa (Bk. 4O: 169-70, 346-7). The
land nor<h of the rood wac deseribed oo T “crcs 62 rods centaining o housc
o cuall orchard ond cail pasiturc. t was bounded on the couthwest by Noth.
Whittenore, cn the northvess by a rangoun r, and o the rnorcheast by land
fornerly Chriceopher Mudgin's.

There ic ne nension of o housce on the ncorly 5 acre picec in the 1770 decd.
owe tncre are ove oites vhiech concoin hou Foundocicns in the fic
Howcever, thcere avre v vhich contoin 1 ¢ found in the ficld

vest cf che Jesich Nelson house cice. This I ld ic ©he location of the ncarly
5 cere piced.

Brown's land 2lso helps confim the theory thot the lend Jesich bought in
1755 fror hic b“otnc wos a pors of the Mudgin loe.  Thuo, Mudgin wao given
as a nertheostern ebutter of the catire picec of Brown's land north of the
road in 172&,5 ond 1739, ond Jesich oo on casoern abuttcr of She nearly 5
acre picec in 1770.

3According to the 17Tk Linceln tax list, Josich owvned 1 cerc of orchard

in Linccln.

O



iy Force topogrophicnl map cheous a waelled picec o cbecut § acres,

just west of the Jesich Mclsen heuse oise. vhich io very sinilar to
the survey of the lond nede in April 1770 by Stephen Ik':vis:l+
1770 Plan 1957 AF Mep
scutheest (Nclscn Rued) 5127 (31 veds) " 500"
uest 503" (304 reds) 510°
northwe st 330" 220 rods) 330"
east 553' (333 ruds) 550"

The southern ners of thiz neerly 5 cerc picee is within the Park's

dceundorics.

c. ictenere 'y lond:

The 1755 deseripoion of the 21 acres th Thuawns, Jr., scld to Josish
gove Josich as the acrchwestem cbutter-~uhere che Cunccrd line

vould hove beun boferc 1754, In 1750 Nevhonicl Whittenoere of $cncord
sold to Josiah Neloen 20 scrcs of lond in the casserly part cof €oncord
bcunded cn the cast or scutheast by the Cenecrd/Luxington 1inc 5

Whittonore wvas given os the northern sbucter of thic 20 acre picec,

ond in the 1755 @ for the 21 cercs Vaisheuaore's lend touched on
its nerthuest eerncy. Thesce twe piceus-~the 20 nerc Vhiteaer

hThc originnl of the 1770 »lon is in the Nolscn papers vhich have been
lcan.d o the Park by W. Newsoon ~nd Eleoncs R. Nilscen. The seale of
the Air Forec unp is = 40'. There is 2 coepy of the wep in the Park's
filus. Sce the cepy of uhL 1770 plen i D 1k

OB 6h: 27.

10



picee ond the 21 acre Mudgin 1lot--prubobly cbustted i Wik ancther.
In 1755 Jesinh seld ghe scuthern perd Of the 20 cceres, cononining
about 1k cerus, o his brother Thoaes, Jr 6 Nene of the lond thot

Jeoinh bought from Phittuicre 1 1 1750 is within che Pork's becundarics.

d. Loter History:

In 1818, cight yenrs ~ficr his decth, the thiee 1ebs vhich Josd ch
cumed noreh of Nlsen Rend in che 18th cuntury uvere dividced in nwv
veys rueng his huirs,7 The 19¢h cuntury chnin of titlec ond the
changes in cbutowrs give furcher cvidenee for the loenticn of
Jesiah's land nerch of Neloen Rond in 1775

Housc Log:

* o]
Jochua Nelsen reecived the heuse lot, dcseribed 29 20 acres,” 3

&
2
-

— —-

by, %, 6l 30-1. Sce the mepers on ghe Thouas Nelsen, Jr., Foim,
Perk I, scetiva (b).

Tr.oiah Neloen dicd Fobruory 26, 1810. By his scecnd vifc Millicent

Bend (17W7-99) he hrd scven children--Josich, Jr. (1778-1835),
Ellzabc n (1779-1832), Scrah (1780-1855), Jcunthan (1782-1816) vhe
noved to Veterville, Nu,, Jeshun (1786 1842), Jenn (1789-18:9), and
Mo (1792-1863). Hudsen, Lexdngoen, v. 2, D Lol

8ThL 18k2 inventory of Jeshun's wotate (#3828L) list.d his housc
1ct oo eentoining 10 acres Thore is . wvidonee thot Joshua ould
any lond T his houwse 1o during his lifotine  There ore deeds
for such o sole ond the muuaé of lond for vllch he vas asseossed
er 1821 18LO sopeined nere (r less constont, i.c. he wes asseoscd
» b3 acres in 1821, b1 ccwves dn 1831 aﬂd MO ~eres in 1840 It

r

pa“”iblu that the 1818 deed (Bl 328.-30) ond on 18L4 dced
nre wrong onad thet the hoase 1d CLLCaiﬁud cunsidirebly lusu then
#0 ~cres  Bub J.oshue, cccording te the invenc.sy in his prebave,
aloe wwmed o weedlot colled the "Lewer Ploin wverdlot” vhich cuntained
cbcut‘i ceres.  This woedles is the only picee o lend in his inven-
tory for vhich I eannc® sccommt. It could heve boen thue ned uh»rn
PO pf his heuse Lo e lend noerth of che Joesich Nelsin housce 5l
dces bucune lower (uhb the 1957 Air Forc. Top.graphical Map, ushecto

11



Q . - .
21l the buildings o it.” This 20 rcre hiunsc 1o c.onsisoed of nost

t

¢F che 21 neres Shrs Josish boughs fron Thoes, Jr., ond of 211 Che

O

ncorly £ cere picec thot he bought 1xo: Dani.l Br wm.

8(Cnn't) The 10 rerv house Lot given inm the 1842 inventory moy heve
imeluded Jeshun's lond cnly as far nerth oo o wall thet runs nocth-
castoerly olong che norchern boundery o f She rnd that Josinh bought
fron Danicl Brovm ia 1770, rcross the lfudgin 1.6, ~nd then 2l.ng the
norchern 3ide of the sérins of lend that Thooes, Jr. . ~ud Sro, scld

o Jusish in 1767, (ais is probobly ~n (ld ""nvuw"v V°11 A ronge-
voy nevked the n.rthern boundary of Denicl Drown's lond in 1770 ond

it nerchvestern boundory in 173¢ There wno 1wentlon o o rongouly

(n che strin of lond thot Thunns, Sr.o $.1d & J sich in 1767 A
raagvv\v wen aloe the soushen qubfn asbutcer of n 20 cere picee vhich
Zachorish cud Juseph Hicks s.ld to Christooher Mudgin in 1717 ~nd
vhich is pr.bably the o rthern pery of the Mudgin 1T, S. Bks. 26:
14h.5  LO: 169-T0 and 346-T, ond 3943: 11.2 and k6. Scc als. the
soudy .n oorly deeds in the Pork's files).  The lend scuth of the vall
o ntring about 10 seres  Joshua cimed She 10 ncwes scuch of this vall
vhich vos his house lus oriper and olg. lend nordh of the well, all of
vhich he reecived oo part of his chore in his fother's cotate, The
1and booh north end siuch f dhe woll vas »r.bebly included in She 1818
and 184k duseripuicns of his heuse Lot oo 20 cewes Yhe 18L2 inventury
f his roenal coiooe socis 5o hove listed the lend mowth ond sﬁuth of

she woll as ow.. sepornte piccus--the 10 nere house ot vhich wa

Souch of the uell and the 6 acre “Lewer Plain v dlot” awech of

woll. This seens oo likcly chon the firss mentioned possibilicy
i.C. thot the 1018 ond 18Lk deseripticns ore wrung and thoet the

L
cr

"

h

[

\

heuse 1ot wvned by Joshua in ¢he 19¢h centwy conceined «nly 10 acres
T br blv corteined busvoen 16 and 20 aeres

Thc 19th century heuse 1ot pr
(the 18hL dced soys 20 ccres 58 rids).

The necrcnge of thy house 1w ooer ond chd ' Liver Plain weodlet”
werks cus well in rllovion o the lSub ce nbarw 1-es cwaed by Josiahn
nereh of prescat-dey Nels.n Read. By 1772, he wvune «d obiut 33 ccres
nerth LFf the ruad.  The 6 cere “Lewer Plain veedl-t’ end the 10 acrc
house 1ot plus o 17 cere wicdles that 801ﬂh rnd Elizeboeth Nelosen
Jvined qu“lq 33 ceres ;s {(see bolow for Sarch ond Elizobuth's weodlot).
In the late 19th cunbwry Geerge Nelson owm.d o 2l mere weodlot in
Linclln vhich oxbended a0 far s.uth oo che <1ld rongevny well. This
wo. dles ircluded booll Soah ond Elizebovh's lT cere weodlot and the
6 more "Tnarer Plein we .dlot”  (see boliw for the 2l aere veedlit).

S
o B

9J¢shua recived all of She buildings on the house 1ot oxeept for the

12



e howse los in 1818 wos deseribed as rumning by Soimel Hoo cings! leand
Toor Ghe 10 7oad oo o votoring ploce; then $oill northerly nLrthvust»rlX/
by the well and furither be o seeke and Sones brr che land of che videw

- 10 4
Parkhurst and the lend «f Jonas and Edound Luare.. oriKhurs s VAo
nes nensioned as an abucter in the deeds Lo livdgin's 33 acres or in
4. (ol . - & [55) - L] S ll iy xS -t 8 -
che 1775 deed Lo the 21 nerces Il oo lndgin Lo, The caoe for
pdain's 1end (and o the 21 neres) beconing vhe Joosich Noelson house
[ D

aite io wonkened if we comnot 2ceewnt 1L Parihurse o8 on cbutocr of

“he use lob Parkhwarst. clthough nes previcusly mencioned oo

-

P o

obuttor f the Mudgin los, wes given oo the wesoerm, 1« acrchucesterm

obustor oFf Lex. U in the 1785 invenvery of Benjonin Fisk's reel cstate

) wout louwer roar in the house which ves seo aside for The use
f Sareh ¢ 1d Elizabeoh Neloson, J\uhur vwns being caxcd ivr his fathor's
an corly o5 1810 whon he ves assessed $12 fur o house in Lineoln.
(Sce nctbs ‘1 che Lineoln tox ;uCLLdB in Mo Park's files).
104 : ‘o . . .
Me «1d oood is oresens-dey Nelson dead, known in She 18th ceuiury
as the coumsry v cowrdy road. The vab\'tﬁﬂ nlace 1o che pund o

ettt )
yhich Thunes, Sy, ond Jr., coeh 501d Jesich o strip of lond in 1767

(see section (o) of $his reperd). Stawl Hastings (17/7 1834) norricd

Lydie Nolsen, tho tnly living child .f WCines Nolsen, Jr., in 1778 and

iphoeised a1l of his father-in-lou's lond (Hudsen, Lexdingo.n, v.2; D hol).
llJ hpy Parkhuess f Lexingoon ves boran 1 4 174l in Chelusford and dicd

in July 1812 in Lexingten (Hudson, Lo KLAguuL) V. 2, p. 518).

leBbPJﬂn11 Ficsk prubace s47550. A rengevoy vac glvin oo the vesoera
(;viuhvvuburx) obustor o © Lex. U dn lover decds. Thals vas the sonc
rangouey thot fomacd the ncrshwestermn b wadary L the Thouas, Sr.

N
i

< v J
house 1ot (ouc the rep.ri wn the Tebitha Helsen heuse ). Pavkhurst's
1end vas o vhe oeher side f this rongevay.

Momas and Jooian Iilson were given oo She suuthern (s southwessern)
abutiors Jf Lox U in the 1785 dcucrinti.n  This ves the Th.ues:

Sr., houwse .. Tabithe Hulsun imherited 1ot of the hoeusce oo afiter
ner foathoer's death in 1770, ond she wng living ghere in 1775, Aftey
she dicd in 1778; her nes of thie house Lot vas dividcd betieen her
becthoers Thouas ond Jusinh  Josish reccived 8 ~cres ot the cositurn
wnd rnd Thonns, , poibobly weccived she rost (Bk. 3943: L4506. Scc
the repert on the Tabitha Neloen house ).

T o
=
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Diagram of 18th century lots
north of Nelson road owned by
Josiah and Thomas Nelson, Jr.

William Dodge |

“cs b

to
John Parkhurst

Nath, Brown (1763)
to e : . 2 rod bridleway on
land of Whittaker

Samuel Hartwell (1786)/
Nathaniel Whittaker

y
i 3
' Nathaniel Whittemore [ 'pb
I N
to X ) ’
¥ >
' Josiah (1750) 31 Thomas, Jr.
e e B T HNEs UG to \ i Thomas, Sr. house
R RN \\ W lot (172l/5)
to ' \ Josiah (1755) \ :
/I \ 21 acres ) N
Thomas, Jr. ¥ Thomas, -~ : \ ; \ i
(1755) b Jr. \ house lot AN . : gy
: ' 9 or 10 acres ™\ :
1y acres Y, a76) N
= 17k
N \ Thomas, Jre
[ TR \ . house lot
i D, \Brown % (1716)
/ ; do .
f Thomas », Josiah

| i : Josiah Jr. \ 1770/
\_\_J/L_‘ ' to | Nathaniel /

Thomas, | Whittemore \
M [ to

w» Original boundaries

D, Hager Thomas, Jr.? s, oo of Mudgin lot
; to e. boundaries of pieces
¢ & Thomas, of land Thomas, Jr.
i /Jr. (1763 kept from Mudgin lot

rangeway wall




Tn 1837 vhen Thouns nad Olivor Hesoings s 1d che Nolson-Hrouings house
1ot te Devid Miller “wcne Parihrst wes given oo the nerthenstern obutter.
Porkhurst o lend wos thercfore, botuveen the Jesieh Helsen house 1od

the southwest, Lex. U and the Thons, Sr., house 1ot on the sousheast, ond

Junas ond Bdund Hunr.  's 1nnd (Formerly Whittoker and) on the nerchwest

Prrkhurct wimed © 10 nere veodlot in Lexdington ond Lincoln, vhich hie bougt
from Souucl Stone, Jr., f Lexington in 1762. 3 It voo bounded (n the north-

west by the lond of the hedrs «f Nothonill Whituvaker, .n the souchuest 17-1/2

cr

5 by o 2 rod bridlevny allowved on Vhittaker's Tormy, cnd on the scuthens

o 2a -, = ! A
ctaker's lond

n 1818 uns cwmed by the Munrces

e

93 r.cds by o rongewoy  Wal

vhe, olong with Berifmrse, were givin o5 codoern ebutters T the heuse 1ot

that Jushuo Neloon inheited.

lBL: 359: 259  Acturlly Porllwrst wes nere S o nerchuestern abutter The
Thears, Jr., end Thunos, Sro, house 1uts nre refurrcd So o3 the Neloon-
Hoostings house loo ofter 1779 vhen there is the fivst dccunentory ovidoence
thet the Thomns, Sr., howse ves neved next o the Thans, Jr., housc and the
tve heuse 1.t were neroed (xeopt for 8 acrcs that ues scld to Juesiah).

Sce the repert wn the Thows Ilson, Jr., ferm:, Perd I, occeticn (a).

2Mme Munrocs beught the siuthern part of Whittokir's lend in 1814 (Bk. 208:
475). J.oi ’1 ILl"(n LT o ronguvny was given oo the swuthvestern cbutter

I Whiten kx.r 5 Yond when dhe lanr.oo bought it. Soo the study -f Whi 'w.kur's
lond in the Parlx's Tiles.

3BXk. 59: 601-2. Therce is oo recerd of hew Stenc cequirced this 10 acres,

16



" S . ] PR 4o mama 1 e, - , - q P | -
ot Tan chie Joeuchefoter: abucter ¢ Parkhwuarse's 10 acres

vas orobebly the cone roageunr it fomacd the nerchuesoern boundoary

.,

. K I \ «. " “ e N A - At . N " P
cf The Tuans, Sr. heuse Lot ond Lo, Uo The bridlever chad was the
. P ] " 1. Ve e, em S walel qart e U . PO, - oo R TN -
southuestern abutser (1 Povkhwarss's lend nocbobly, cherifire, loy

botueen ohe Josinl Nolsir hovee 105 ond PoriXuorst's land: ond ¢his io

JoRp O TR ‘- - =3l 1 . - amye =] - . P . R S
nerhaps She rens.a v Porkinwest was xo o nmwd o5 onowesiern chuster

1

P

of the heuse 1.6 belf.re 1818,

Mie cther casoorn obuster, Jenas and Bawd Ihune o,

had boughe ohe
Southeri: nare F TMicteker s lond. T noedhern obutters o f

1ot in 1818 were Sowah snd Elizeboth Nulson, ond the western obubter wes

3

Sormacl Hastings

the house lot, deseribh.

2
5]
[
N
(@]
0
0
3
(
o)
N
(00
3
s
«

Afver Joohun's death

4 . L I
was suld oo Soumel AL FHoughton and Jooenh D Breewn. T The chonges Lin Shc

1.

deserintion arc: 1) bouwnded oo the wosit by Miller vhe had bought the

r
N.olooo-Hasoings euse oo in 18377 and 2) b.undcd on the vwest by John

, -

N.oleen vhe buught Hootings' Lend oo the west of the house 1o, I

Deeccibur 1845 Houvghion and Bovwn o.1d dhie b use et boel o0 Jehn Nels.a

T

. dn osurn lofo iv to his caly living child Ge.rge.

- — e e b e W e em—

Lpasiiuees Py have cmed this bridloweyr in 1818, bue there is no direct
ovideneo for Shiz.  Vieh Whitvecker cwning the bridleuny (the 1762 dced for
Porkrurcs's v o .€l.ot vars chot the bridlowvey uns 2lliwed on the lend - f the
Imicsaker for:) and Packhurce the lend @ she cther side of the bridlovay,
Ccicher Whistaker o Parikiurst e uld heve bewn given os an chutter of the
house los (elth.ugh it was nere coaxn to give the nane o she cuaer of 2
bridleuay ).

17



3Fx.I‘ Sapah and Elizoboih .":3 nordieen "bvb"abrs, Do u'ls. seesion o The 17
acre we.dles bol.u  Hasoings inherited Thones, Jo's, lond. Sce tho
ren.rt on the Temnas Mlson, Jw., o, Pnrt I, seetien (a).

by, k55: 116-20. T geantors vere John Nolsin, Sarch Nelsin, Isaac ond
Moy ME1liken, ond Avery W. Neloon and $he deed is daced 13 Deciibur 181L5
J shua dicd in March luﬂ2 Mo coot 1o oo ves ogain wxeepoed (this

10 for the wie o Serch Nlsoa--Elizaboth hind dicd in 1832). Hudoun's

L;.;;}n s.n, v. 2 p. bSOl

oBk. 359: 256.

6
Bk. 360: 182. Scu the wip ro o the Thoes Nels.on, Jr., fam, Perd I,
sceticn (b).

1~

s

Tpx. L77: 151. J.ha's wsher child, Luey Ann, dicd 6 June 1832 (Huésoa,
5

18



A7 Acre Wo.dl v

The northern ners (£ the 21 seres seld L Jeoion in 1755 and the T ceres
that Jooich kent f vhe 20 cerco thes Tisson.re $old to hin in 1750 node
up the 17 nerc weidlet quit-cloined ©o Sernh cnd Elizeboth Nelson in 1818.1
Their loné begon ot o stake ond stoacs ~nd ron northwestoerly to a heap oF
stuncs wn o lorge stum by the lend «f Juans ond Rdound Iavwee nnd thea

v, L Jburaing nbous twe rods s.outh, chen runiadag 35ill northuest by an old
fonee ~nd diseh to o stnke nnd otones ab Sho eired by lond of Samucl
Hrrowcll.”  Both the Mwiwr:Cs' Lend sad Hertucll's Land can e troeed back

oo 18th cuntury obutturs o f Jooieh's Lend norch of the read. The Murees!

1rnd heod belonged oo Nothenicl Whitteker in the 18h ecatury. 2 Sermcl
Hortucll's lond hod criginelly been pord off whe Laxmoon form and ves

3043: Wb, The deed soys 17 cercs. I 1821 o1d 1831 Sorah ond Elizabeth
vere cosesscd for 18 « C-Qu in Linccln (12 cercs of weedlend and 6 of win-
sr.ved in 1821 and 8 (T wo.dland ond 10 .F v_J;_;'_JJ.\"\\,d i 1831). In 18ko,
houever, Sorch uns o,';‘:cd for cnlr 11 ceres Cf v odlond and vhen her lond
vns 5old e Junn Noloon in 1855, it vas deseribed os 1l acres (Bk. T26: 285).
T do nos knoy vhether the 1 ower cereage given afcer 1840 wos the rooult of

o ney ostinase of She mmmwnt (T lend in “Hc e, Alos or vhether che had
actuolly 514 sooe f her land. I o did sell some of thoe wecdlet, 1%
vos pribobly o S.ne e in the fooaily sineo Ge.rge Neloon dn the late 19th
contury cwmed o ol merc v dl.t W oc b oamds (uXCth . the swuth Vherce it

cxoended foir catugh O weh SC a8 bt inclnde oS T Jueshue Nceloin's land
D>
C ch.oce foi the ll oere Weodloev.

2 ‘ : . s ‘s )
Sce fo. AT, ». 5. ? o o dubailed deseripti.a A Whittakur'u lend ond
168 ehein oF title, soee the studr on his lend in She Park's filcs.
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purcha

sed by Willisw D.dge end his wifc Elizobeth in tws picecs in the

11a-186h conbury.d  In 1766 Dudge o ld 20 acres in Linedn ©. Nethonicl

Brown

o . ) .
_f Chorlecsowm.t It wes bounded a the Soudh by Josiolh Neloen (i.c.

the land thot Whittor re hed o.1¢ &0 him in 1750), - the scutheast ond

n.rih

by the heirs f Inthenicl Thitoeker, ond «n the west by Williom Dcdge.

Tn 1780 Brown 5.1d this 20 nercs b Smml Heaewell,

The weoboern sbubtier F

the Do

3l

he wodlot in 1818 was Benjamin Winchip whe Jmed

<

. . et s (6
dge--Smith form which ho cequircd in "(96 froo Catherine L. Soxithy 6

In 1789, when Williom Dodge seld che 1ond t. Willio Smith . f Weynouth, the

the Whittoker hedrs ond Jooial

crs L f the Domppe.on form were Smdv

)

Evhroin Herswell, Decewn Davis,

for the Lonmpsen

=

C

|...J

4

¢

[
—

h

h

&

'

€k

)

g

¢

}_l

]

o

o)

[}

farn geove Thuaas as well oo Josich ao wrotern abu'c'cc"s.a In 1796 the foar

L3Ik b
Vao

mded wn the cost by Theoas Nlls.n, J.ciah Nelsen, Soywcl Hertucll ond

3

Tic n.rehern pa'*c vos o T oere picec that D dge biught in 1764 fr. D., nicl
Hoger (Bk. 6@: 287--the rost L the chedn I G16 o
1760 Lonps:n to Smith Bk 60' 306-8 ond 1761 Smith

(‘c
H

3
¢
O
)

t uns bounded (i the oouth and west by Villdionm DMdGu-“uu .n the cost and

-

crbh by the heirs «f llo u‘wncl Mittoker. The chain of title Lo the
s'_uohcrn port is as L.1leus I., 1750 Prvicnec Lempoin, odainis 'rctrix iy
the cotate o f Tim thy Lespoon, .1d Su. sorecls f lend in Cene.rd, convoin-
ing 50 ccres, oo Nothanill Mitouar.re (B“. 3 377) Whistawre then s.1d 2
rorcs o f this lond © Josich Nels.m (Bk. 64: 27). Hc kept uﬂ(. 1and nordl of

the
his
.

1ond thoo he skld B Josioh and in 1758 suld it, along with the rost of
lend, to Elizeboth Ddge (Bh. c6: 193). It wes s T t‘_u:: lond north

pO)

the lond theo J. ::'1011 bought thet Dodge ©.1d; oling with the T acrcs thnt

he hed bought fron Denicl Hager, ©. Brown in 1766. Sco the repurt on the
Dedge~Suith Lo,

hBk.

oBk.
6Bk.

The

66: 93-k.
86: 222-3.

.

120: 467. For o full descripbiin ond chain of title soo the repert on
Dudg\o“'S* -.-11 f



>

£he heirs . f Nevhonicl Whittnker ond n the nurth by the Bedferd line.

In 1835 vhen the foim was 5:.1d % . Honry Fiske, the castern cbutters verc
v )

0

Jemes Hastings (Twnes, Jr.'s, lond), Solly Nelo n (the 17 acre weedlot),

Sopwcl Hortwell and Ans Hartwcll.9

The southwestern obuttcr of the weedl.t in 1818 was Sarmcl Hostings whu had
. TR} lo 3 L
imherited 211 of Thines, Jr. 's, load. The ooutheastern abutter wes the

house 1ot cwned by Jushue in 1818.

In 1832, after the date of Elizebeth Nelou, the veldlet wos gquitelaiied
t. Sorch Nelsen end in 1855, after Sordv's death, it was quitclaimced t.
11 .
Joha Nelsen. Ty 1878 Go.rge Nels.on wwmed o 24 cerc weodlet in the
e KN e s . 12 : * - gt 2 IS VRDRGUI N R
northeasterly pawrt -of Line.ln. This is probeobly Saroh and Elizebeth's

weodlot, plus suae o the 1and fror the house 1.t quitelaimed o Jochua

in 1818. Thc costern sbutters f the ol sere weodlct werc: 1) J. R. Cutler

TBk. 82: 57-8. +Pr.bobly rwaning crcund the lond fron west to cast=-no
dircetione ere given in the decd.

< J ,

Mic ic ncre correet sinee Thnes, Jr., umed lend aleng the Cenecrd/
Lexingben lince (including the 14 nercs fron the 20 ccrc Whittanre Lt
thot Jooieh scld to him 4n 1755). Smith € Saith Bk 82: 110.

Imi. 339: 58-9.

10 . .
Sce the repord cn the Thonas Neloen, Jr., form, Port I, ccebien (b).

Wges. 337: 161 ond T26: 285. In the 1855 decd e Joha Nelsen 3t weo
dcseribed ao e.nteining 11 acres (sce M, . 19). Elizobeth dicd
wmerricd 4 Jonuvary 1832 and Seroh dicd, ols.o wynrricd, 18 March 1855
(Hudson, Lexingoun, v. 2, p 491).

12m.c 2k nerc woeodl ot probaobly cxtended as for couth oo the nenrly five acre
picec that Jusiah Nelsen bought f£r.11 Danicl Browm 1n 1770, ond thus pribebly
includes, besides Serah ond Elizabeth's 1T acre weudlit, Jeshun's lower
ploin we.dlet which cortoined obout 6 cercs.  The buunderies of nueh f the
ol nerc weodlot can still be mede cut on the 1957 Air. FPorcc Lepegrephical
nop (see ghects 1-b).
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vho uoy hove bought Porldwast's lend fowm ohe hedrs T Stephen Rebbing and

. . - . - . 1 ; Lo o
2) the hedrs of J. Mueec fLor obous L1 eldo. 3 The Loher abucters of ©he

)

o ALoe weres

1818 1378 .
1k,

Sermucl Hortucll & LG funec twell & (1 aitch :
& 1d ditel. -

[Z]
o
tu
fes]
[
3

w Benjonin Winship & (1d fonec Willico: He Ficke & - 1d,ditc1l5 ,
& aiteh o
AV Y
¢ T
SW & W Szumcel Heotings ond sioonc well Ge: rge Neloen Tenee cnd stuae wolli
s Joshua Nels a (Ghe house L%) Ge.rge Nelsen (Bhe house 1ot)
end. sbone velll’ .
»

Parecl A in the 1941 »laon of Nelsin land ¢ ateins TL.53 acrcs ond econsists

[an

f Sareh and Elizabeth's 1T acre w..dl. o, the 16 «r 20 A heuse Lot of 1818
ond 35 acies thot J.m Mlls o bought fiovi Benjandn lfvzzy in 1837

Moot o this

lond now belongs ¢ the odr forec.  Only the very seuthoern

part is in the Park. OFf the land that 1s in the Pork, ot L -8 (as

137 nes and Edound Munroe abutted Jesiah Telsun's land (i.c. Saran and
Elizabeth's weodlet) ©or h r. de 1n 181k (Bk. 208: U75).

lhThu 1957 Air F.réc ghows an 1@ diteh (abcut LOO! leng) oleng this linc.
Sce shects 1 and 2.

enry Ficke, Willien's fother, bought the D .dge=Suith for: fr.m Winchip's

ity
neirs in 1835. (Bk. 33%: 58-9).

16Guxrgc N lb n boughe B

£>
(@]
cr
his
e

1ge! lond west - & the wecdlot i 1837 (Bk. 360:
182). on 1835 plen fur Ho tings' land, it ren s.uthcosterly alung
NClULn 5 lcnd (by tw. omgles) 660" azd 709.5'. On the 1878 plen of the
voodlos, the line bctvyun the 1. dlot and the lond formcrly Hestings ron
southeosterly 575" and then s.utheasterly agnin T3¢,

‘ ). . al

Te 1957 Air F.rcc nep shows o voll neaswring about 380' alung port
gouthuestern line £ othe foimer weedlot. The faace of course heo long

o]
3

cne uell on the 1878 nlan ncasuccd TLO!

5T wd o the 1957 Adr Foree
p 680'. Whis is o 1d rengewey well.

lsPlan _f Neloon lond Bk, 7032: 552, Tais 35 nceres hod belinged v Thonas,

Jr. (Bk. 360: 182).
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Parc II: Lond Voot of 1AL Stooct:

et M At B AN s BNW W B L b e gt

a. Eorly Ducﬂ.s:

PO -

A1l of the Neloen land soush of the counsey road ond west of Mill Strect,

+

for which deeds were ree.vded, bel aged in 1775 to Joeoiah Neloen. The

1775 he wnod sbout 80 sercu between what is now Mill

)

dceds ch.ow that in
Stecct and the 14 Coneerd/Lexingten linme, .nly e snell portlen L which

1o within the Pork'c b.oundorico.

In 1768 Nathonicl Whittw.re of Line.ln .13 9 ceres in Line.ln bounded
e -

2
on the nerth by the cowbry road o J.oich Neloon. The weotern abucter

of the 9 scercs woas o holf acrc .rchard thot J. sich beught fron hio

brother Thenas the provious Nuvcmbcr.3 Exhreiiy Hartuell, whe was given
S 2
lgc b.ought cbout 2 acrcs in tw. pileccs I N. honicl Whitbonere in

ol

1765 rnd 1768, 2 cerco fmn Jo ecb Vhitturre in 1767, o half acrc frul
moas Nelson, Jr., in 1767, ab.ut 38 ccwes i;,“ T.as Nels.n, Sr., in

17, ond 2 sercs frio Ephrain Flint in 1748, 7 of wiich he £uld to

his brother Thenas in 1755, For the lond that is mutsid‘ uf the Par&,

sce oppendix B ond fuor the Cunchd/Lc ingten line see o

2pk. 8k: 590. In moy 1720, Welter Covper o f Cabridge sold 35 serco in
Lexington (after lTSh Lle*ln) o bosh sides oFf the country road
Nﬂuﬁgulbl Whittor re whe o.1d the 9 acwves te Nels.n (Bk. 2h: 3h0, Hudcuen,
Lexingt.n, v. 2, po. 75h~5) It was bounded wn the northweat by the
Gone. rd?Ln 1Aguua Linco. The 1738 bownds of the counery r.od ore c.n-
fusing but they als. indiente thet Nothonicl Whittuawre, Sr., .wned land
nenr the -1d Conc. rd/Lexingt: n line (L» ¢dings.n Towm Reeerds, 3: 187-89).

3Bx. 3943: L2. .Scc oppendix C, ©.x o full description end chain of title
£ 7 the helf ocre. J.sieh Helson was given as the westera abutter of the
9 acwueu thedt he bought ironm Whittun re in the 1768 dced. In 1763 vhen
e helf acrc wao .14 €. P1 ras, Jr., it wves bounded on the cout by
Nothanicl Whitten re (Bk. 62: 194). Wuitsemre, Sr., vac given ou the
Southeasicrn abuttcr in o 1752 dced ond his vidiw oo an casvern abubtter
in o 1760 decd £ r the half acrc (Bko. 55: 100—1 ond 60: 395-8). In
1767 vhen the ha ? cerc woos o.old . Jusiah, o rougcway rathcer than
Whithen re vos given as the scutheastern cbuster (Bk. 3942: h2).

o] h
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oo the westerm rbubter L the helf cere orehord in th 1767 el ¢ J cizh
Nels.n, .wed 15 cewes din Line.ln which i~ L7h wos deseribed as bownded
“n the cost by the C me.rd/Lexingt n lin:..LL I 1752 the heldf acre wad
deseribed o8 bownded on the weot by the Cone rd/Lexington 1:111'\..5 This
puts the 9 cercs, which was the cnutern abutter - the helf acre .rehord,
el.se te the ld Cone. rd/Lc:cingh:: line. The castern cbuvter . f the 9
nercs wos o highwsw, whiclh, given the neerness L the C.newrd/Luxington

6
line, is probobly Mill Surcct.

hsamcl Hortuell Prbotc #0587, 17hk. The picec £ Hertwcll's lend that
wes given oo the wesbern cbuticr of the Molf reherd in 1767 was pribobly
thic 15 cerc picee. Accurding oo Thd 17kl dnventory of Szl Hertwell's
cotote, it was biunded .n the mr'i;l_ by che e ur-'br" r.ad, os were the helf
gcre -.rehard ond the 9 cerco thal Wlic L r‘ 3.1d b J.o a.z I-Iclsq . Beforc
the cotoblichment € Linedln oo soparete wova in 1754,
chmfrtm lince ves given oo 'l.c Lo ULY abu"c‘i;cr «f the h'*.l:[‘
hoin «f title £ r thisc 15 acres ho al Thas itu lee
ju"o vest of lels o loné neo ‘onc fal i
Lexi 40\: n lince o, uth PINE ub;*b"e"” R
Hartvell Forn).

5J~"1cr Richerds.n . Ebcnczer Loupuon, Blk. 553 190-1.

6Thcrc iz good cvidenee that Mill Strcct e 3 1aic. cub during 1725 (2lth.ugh
perts o f it, ov lcoot, cxisted carlicr).  The Scleetuen f Lexingten on
Moy 19th, 1725, rec.pmxended thas o vay l% w2 r.ds wide be laid cut Lo
whe Cone @ road (Roube 24) t. the towa highwey (p.seibly Linc.ln Strcct)
threugh Doet.r Whittun re's ond sowers! lends.  The bounds of the r.ood
for 1ot of the vay were givc.:: cnly for the castorn uide. It begon at o
great r.ck ncar the C.one.rd road ov the wesd 1*13; ecorner o f Jooeph Moevrion's
ficld and, running by seversl iorked Toces; surncd o the lend £ Thonas
Neloen and then ron by the land of the Wi ay Suu‘rn cte. In sceveral
ploces it ren nl ng the olivedy or. Aden woy.  Av th«_ SoLG ncutiLb, Nothonicl
W‘.n‘o'cukrc, T omoo Neloon, Jooooh Morrienm, Jr., ¢ 2 l agrecd to the leying
Lus of the read (Duxington Town Reeords, 3@ 60-1

There is o large rock o the enostern side of Mill Stroevt neor 1ts beginning
ot R.oube 28, I the 1318 Aivision of Josioh Felo.n's sbotc, o lawge
reek on the castern oidi f o bridlewny 'Larkuo the br..gla ving of Josioh,

Jr.'s, Cunter Lot (Bk. 271: 398-400). (Scc seetin (b), the Cenber Lo t). In
the 1720's Nothenicl Whittarre of Lexingoen wwned ab.ut 35 cercs 1n
Lexingoon - u b +h sides f the cowntry w.od ncar the C\,pcvru/Lom.:"tbn

linc (Bk. 2 340). M 5% of this ledd vas souweh of the cowtry r.oad and
wveot of o .11g,m .,, i.c, Nothanicl end his br.ther Jeeob sold sbout 25 o

#6 nercs souch of the cowbry road ond went 1 o highwey to J.oioh Neloen,
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Siuth . T the 9 neres wos & nicec of uplend of acerly 15 cexres vhich
. v T
Hothanicl Whitter v © Tdnecln & 10 ¢ J.ooioh in Fcbruary,1765. A

plan o the land, node ©he Aoy before it ves 8.1d o Joolnh, shovs o

.

& P ~ : . -
highwey for a distence I Lo rodu au the costern ebuttur cnd o conge-

" < 1 . . . e .
woy for o dicvence <P 305 .ds oo Tthe scutheastern abutter. The

highuey was ohe soiv e that fored the castorn boundery (£ the 9 neres

S

ond 1o pribobly Mill Strclt. S uthwest f the nearly 15 aerc picce

was & norr.v 2 scwre strip of improved lend ond poo Ture 72 rods wide

A
and 43 L pds long. NMothanicl Whithinore 5Uld it to his brother Joeld in
g O

lioy 1764, ond Jec.b u1d 46t Jusich Helsen the £ll.ving Fobruoi.
Like the neerly 15 cercs of uplend, the 2 cexre picec vas bownded on the

. . B ‘el - - -
the southwest by o roangeuay.

)
<

norehwess by Ephroin Hortulll and

- ——— " = i~ Gt - Homag——

6(c.“'t) in the 1760's (clthough cboue 5 ceres . f Whittar re's load ves

- —

cast of the higl?""~-sbb the rpg rs .o the Thoos Nels.o 1, Jr., Por,

Port IT). Thc fect thot .5t oF Hothenicl's lond ves vest of presents
doy Mill Strcct helps ¢ '"3lﬂig vhy his lend voos n.t mentic ned in the 1725

cccunt i the bruwads -« f the road, although the Towm rce.rds & coy thev
the road ran thr: ugh his lend.  J.ccph Merdonm T Lexdingt.on cwmed obout

23 cerco in Lexingd.n viiieh wos south « £ che cowsey r.od and vhiel in
lTEh/S ves bounded wn the southvest by Iathenicl Whittoaire's lend (Bk. 35:

358-9). Thonns Holo.n, Sv., scouo B heve cuned Saie lond o weh of Meriom's,
although we have ne wvee.rd £ hew Qv ﬂcqpircd thic land. In 1755 he was
given oo the nershuestern abusser . n 10 ncrc pilcec thet we con definicely

1. cote oo L-349 and L-350 n the Millex s=Ifylondcr Mop . € the Prop.scd Park
Buncorics (Bk. 65: 5U5-6, NHP-IM 2005, ols. see the red.« #t on the Thoons

P
Nlsoen, Jr., Formy, Pore II) He wos oloo the n rihwestern and nertheastorn
abutter of o ouoll picee of lend ot @

Cuhhweotern eorner L Jaelbh

Wiittonre's 43 acrco (L-359) in 755 (Bl Gh: 31-3).

1’

7In 1765 the nearly 15 acwee picee W o bownded wn the n r " by Natheniel
WMitten re and the 9 cere picee was bkundud .1 the s.outh in 1768 partly

by Jusich Helson end partly by Ephraln Herowell's 15 sexe picec (Blk. 6h: 35).
8Thc plan was drown by Stephen Davis, Fobruory 8, 1765 (Heloon papoers ).

IBKs. 61: 363 ond 6b:  3h.

26



e 2 e e
b. Loter Hist rpe

When ohe lend thot J.ooish bonght between the highuay ond the . 1d
Coneurd/Loexington linc in the 1760's wos divided ming his heirs
in 1818, thce 1ote were eut wy in new weys. I¢ ds, thercllre, inp.osible
t. find cxoet cquivelcnts fop the lots dhat he cwned in the 18th
century eneng thc lond Shat his heirs cwned in ohe corly 19¢h contury.
But sorc bounderics Aid ra.ein the same--the country road (Rputc 2A)
L the nerth, o highuey (1411 Strcet) on the cast, and artwcll and
Brouzs on She west--se thot it is poesoible G see certain connections
botween the 186 ecuntury 1.t and the lond quitelainmed o J.5in Y1's helr
10
in 1818. Py, £ the 1 30 reecived by Josieh:'s hedrs in 1818, which
abutted -ne on Sher, ore of specicl dnp.rtence sinec Thay ore, o6 leaot,
poarticlly, within the Park's prosons b.wderics. Onc .f these, .wmed

by J:chun Neloon, was ealled the Center » Popturc.  The Lther Lot wes

ealled the Cenmser L.t and wos wmed by J.oieh, Jr It wes the
gouthcastern abuster £ the Ceater Poasture,

0 . . o
1 Scc appeadix B fir o deseripel n and chain .1 witle for Jooiah's land
b vcun Mlll Strect and the C\nC;lg/Luv ngt n line thet is bnuircly
ks boundarics. Hortwell Mnd Br. ko were the westermn

abuaccrs vf shis land o5 well.  The ergunents "ﬁd cvidence given for
e loeation of the land outcide the Paxii'c boundorics help confim
£he 1oeation  f the lond that is within the present bowadarics

; c' 438281) o

1"vunu-ry i his
1

< Po
Jg i JI‘. u, 1n ﬂd ptrate]
first eolled © 1

s\n pr.botc ;#15788).
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Conter Pastuwre:

~
In the 1818 divisiin «f J siah'c lend, his oon Jighun ececcived o Lot o F
pasturc lend in Linecln eoncoining obous 54 » 6 ncves e After Jeshue's
deoth in Morch 18k2, the posturc wes guiteleincd by his helrs e J.hn
Nelsen, whe in turn ool 4¢ ¢ his oon Gc\rgc.l3 In Moy 1855 Ge.rge
1L

Neloon o.ld the westbern porticn of the posture te Ge rge Hortwell.
-The entire Cunter Pasture vas bounded r~n the north by the ¢ wtry r.od, on
the west by Smiucl Hawtwell's land, nnd n the s outheast by J.osich Nels n,
Jr.'s, land in 1818, and later n the o ushenst by Isacc Mulliken's we dl t.15
12pk. 43g: 328 30 The 1818 ducd seys LS acres.  Actuclly the posture

or bebly ¢ ntained 5% or 6 seres.  An lShh ducd ond plan f.r the Center

Posturc dLuC"ibba it 2o 5 oeres
the pasture (the western half)

13S°rah Nelown oo
cnd JU
these deeds,

2l vo John Nelo

the Canver Pasture

1k

n Nels.n to Go.rge Helson 19 Decarber 18hL (B,

e

128 :I. (Bl ne WAL
wore uvlu e
(Bﬂ. 7iL:  552- 3) But the Iel

por t of the posture, cxeens for

2% acres until thT (Bk. T152:

459: S47-9). Four ac

corge Hortwell in 1855
suns cuned L-318 ond L-319 (i.c. the cas
o part of L-319) vhich centainced abuut

176-7).

. dated 19 Decuuber 1844 (459:  545)

459: 5h7)
acrco 128 vcds

I

termn

In
vas Guseribed oo 5ot

Bk. Tll: 552-3. The 4 zcercs sold to Goorge Hortucll clearly scuaas oo be
che western part of Jughuo's pasturc.,  dhe deseriptions ave very cimdleor.
Booh were bounded i She north by the cowtry read and i the west by
Boracl Hartwcll. Iceoce Mulliken's lend, which was the 'cuthc"”tcrn
cbustor of Jeshun's pasture, was ncor the seuthern tip of the lend sold
te Hartwell. Alco, soiewne drevw 2 liau in brovm ink through o plo
cf whe posture (deseri d os cres 128 r.ds) uede by Cyrus Hubbard in
184k, ol morked the westorn sidc ”this side ould to George Hortwell”.
lsT&c 1818 dcseriptiin of the Ceater Pﬁ“ouru did nct none the gcuthensiom
abuttor, but it mect likely wes Jesiah, Jr.'s, Center Let. The 184k
dcucrlnt cn gove Isace Mulliken ac the scutheastern abutter and the 1855
decd H rowell soid that the lond roa SE 46 3/L4° 18 rcds 20 links by
Thie l d f thc heirs of Saonacl Harowell to the corner by the land of
Ge: rge N»ls,n 1¢ Iscoc Hulliten. The plan £ the pasturce node in lth
by Cyxr uu Hubbard did nev none the scutheastorn abutter but did put wood
aling this linc. Isacce HMulliken, the sca-in-lovw of Josieh Nelsoon, Sr.,
cned o wocdlot of nere than 11 acrcs west of Mill Strect in 184k and

1855 which in 1818 had bilonged

to Joosdah, Jr. (Bk. 275: 135-7).
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George Melosen kept the castern purtion of the pasture.

Center Liot:

Josiah, Jr., received 17 acres of uplanc in the 1818 division of his

‘ .

1 v 4 ;
father's estate. 1 In 1826, he was declared insane and nost of his

[an)

land wac sold in order to pay his debts 18 Hig Ceater Lot was sold
in two pieces. A woollot of about 1l acres, the northeastern »nart

of the Center Lot, was sold o Isaac lulliken, nig brotl:er-in-law,

in 1827 .19 In 1860 Isaac hiullilen's heirs sold the woodlot to George
20 “t Saq P~ - -y o g Boh] e - o A h}
Helgon. The souchwesiern porcion of the Cenver Lot, described as

7 acres T8 rodu of nowing land, was s5o0ll o Jehn' Ileluon in 182"{¢2l

16George Teloen (1822-1912) inherited all of his father John's land.

He married Abigeil liarion Digelow in 1848. Theyr hal four children--
George Alfred (b. 1852), Charles Elliot (b. 1855), Jolin Welter (b. 1862),
and Charlotite Marion (b. 186L4). John Welter Neluon nerriec Nellie larie
Newton in 1902 and his son W. Neuton lielson is the present owner of the
Josiah Nelcon farix. Hudsoon, Lexington, v. 2,-D. Lop,

%

1Tpx. 271:  398-400.
8. s h Helcon wrohate (15788 et o F T @A mia hAT
Josiah Neluon probate ;15788. The invencory” of his esvate lices hin
ac ouning a 19 acre Houe Lot, a 17 acre Cenver Lot, and & 13 acre lieadow
Lot.

19 e . '
“Bk. 275: 135-7. The 1827 deed says that the voodlet contained 11 acres
108 reds with 50 »ods deducted for the highway (probably 1Mill Street).
Toaec Mulliken of Lexington (1789-1859) narriec Hary Nelson, the youngest

daughier of Josiah, Sr., in 1815. Huduon, Lexington, v. 2, p. 4h6.

20n.  868: 27h with a prior reference to Bk. 275: 135-T.
Bk. 280: O91.

29



Comparison of the deeds for

1818 deed

- av——— o

began at a gireat
rock on vhe eas’
side of vhe hlvhway23

—_ be 8 cNaemea e G d————— 00 %

227me 1818 deed covers uhe envive 17 ecre Cenver Loo (Bk 271:
The 1827 deeds end plens are:

Nelson

Lou shows:
.4

the Cen:er

1327 deeds & plans

began a: the norch
corner at & grea’ rock
on the eas: side of
the bridle road

end

plan of

1860_deed
began av the norch

COrner &a:; & greas
rock

(1) S.ep:en Peuch guardian of Josiah
to Isaac Mulliken for the 11 scre 108 rod woocdlot (i,e, the

nor.heastern par; of the Center Low) whe voodloc by

Cyrus Hubbard daced 30 Meceh 1827 end (2) Stephen Patch gdn., ©o
John Nelson for she 7 scres 78 rods of mow: ‘ng land ( .e €, The souchvesiern

parc of the Cencer
(Bks 27¢: 1357 a
deed deals only it

23Probably Mill Stree

The 1827 plen of Mulliken's woodlot calls it a bridle road.

Lo )
né 250:

h “he noroiaeascern
the voodlot sold wo Milliken in 1827)-.

91 end plens .

(Bx 868:

end e plen deied 30 March 1827 by Hubbard
-n the Nelson papers)
pars of the Center Lot (1ees v

The 1860

t. The 1Bth century deeds. usually called it a highway.

Ninetveenth

century sketches of land belonging to George Nelson call it the town

road to Asa Spauldings’.

Mulliken woodlot in 1827 and 1860.

Spaulding was a southeastern abutter of the

A bridle road existed along the

+ seutheastern beundaryv ef L-349 and L-350 in 1755 in the approximate

location of present-day Mill Street.
a roed was laid out in 1725 which secems ©o be Mill Street.

As described in fn. #6, p. 25

Although

there is no recerd of any shanges in Mill Street in the Lincoln Town
Records (checked down to 1820), i: seems likely the’ there were chenges
There are several small pieces of land along
elther side of Mill Street which seem To have been cut off by changes in

in the road before

the road.

1818.

In 1818 a small piece of Josieh, Jr.'s, Center Lot was east

of the bridle road (this can be seen more clearly on the 1827 plan in

the Nelson papers of the norcheastern paru of his Center Lot.) The

deeds for the two lots that Josiah Nelson bought from Natheniel Whittemore
in the 1760°'s gave a highway as the eastern boundary and made no mention

of any land east of the highway

these ©wo lots,

If the Cenver Lo: conteined most of
as secms probably, it is likely that the road was moved

elong this line before 1818. Tvo lots south of Josiesh Nelson'’s land.

the Fiske lot

road being moved
brovhers,

In 1836

vhich vas owned by Thomas Nelson, Jr
10 acre Abboit meadov (L--349 and L-350)-

in 177% and the

- also show evidence of the

vhen the Fiske loc was sold by the Hastings'

about & third of sn acre vas vest of Mill Street (B:
An 1853 deed for the Fis
vest side of Mill Stireet vas cus off
vhich was cast of Mill Stureet,

by

350t Bk)

ke lot mentions Thatv this small picce on the-
from the main.parc of the Fiske lou
the town way (Bk-

67 51). Likevise,

a 1921 plen shows a small piece of the Abbott meadow west of Mill Street

(Plan of the land of Charles R. Butcher, 21 April.1921, ree'd Bk. 5317:

321).

See the report on the Themas Nelson, Jr., Famn for details en the Fiske
lot and the Abbout meadov,

30

4
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1818 deed 1827 deeds & plans 1860 deed

o e o——

ran Vcerly ecross che ran SW 50:‘5O L5 rods ran SE 505° 16

highwvay en land of .en Joshua Nelson's rodset on George
land Nclson's \

Joshue Nelson to che to the corner of & land to che corner

corner of Samuel vall by Samucl Harowell's of the vall by

Hartvwell's land Samugcl Harcwell's

’ land®-

ren SWerly by the vall ran W 37° 31 rods 18

and the land of Samucl links on Samucl Hartwell:s

and scenes ’ land

ran SEerly by the ran SE 323° Lk rods

vall and the leand of 20 links on lapd ef

Joshua Nelson Joshua Nelson<®

followed the rangeway ran NE 56° (B 36°)27 ran NE 36° 11 rods

to the highvway to a 30 rods 10 links 10 links on the renge

scake awd siones on the rangevway (for vay and the land

Eu”he 1827 and 1860 decds for Mulliken s voodlot did not say thet the
land crossed “he road Bub they did note that the woodlot contained 11
acres 108 rods including the road end that 50 rods vere to be deducted
for she romd The 1827 plan of the voodlot shows a bridle road running
across the norcheascern end of the woodlce

£
2)Joshura Nelson's Cencer Pasture George Nelson bought it from his father
John in 18LL (Bx Lt9: 54T). See the seciion of the Center Pasture

@ .
‘6A 1ot consaining abous 20 acres of moving and veodlend thaet Joshua
Nelson owned. Sce Appendix B

2Tthe 1827 deed for the T acres T8 rods that John Nelson bought; and the
1827 plans for both she Mulliken woodloc and the land that John bought
gave the direction along chis linc as NE 56°. However, the 1827 and
1860 dceds for Mulliken's woodlo: gave it as NE 36°, vhich is probably
e mistake in copving from the 1827 plen As dravn on the plan, the angle
elag this line is about 56°
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1818 deed 1827 deeds & plens 1860 deed

11 rods 10 links of this, of A Green

at least, it also ian Spaulding29

alongSAsa Spaulding's

land
ran Nerly by the ran NE 8 2/3° 24 rods to a ran NE 8 2/3° 2k
highway to a stake large rock, then NE 213° rods to a large
and stones, then 15 rogs & links, then rock, NE 21%°
crossed the highway NE 10~ 22 rods to & pine 15 rogs 5 links
and then ran NEerly ©o stump on lend of James NE 10~ 22 rods ©o
a stump in che vall Hastings:; then M 30 1/3 a pinc stump
end on to the 16 rods 22 links on on land of

28The 1827 deced for the southwestern partc of the Center Lot (i g. the T

acrcs T8 rods sold to John Nelson) said that the land ran NE 56° for

19 rods along the rangeway ©o a spruce tree by the land of Isaac Mulliken
(i e +to the corner of Mulliken's woodlot¢, wvhich was the northeastern
parc of the Center Lot ) The 1827 deed for Mulliken's woodlo: then
extended the line in the same engle (sec fn :27) for another 11 rods

10 links along the rengeway and Asa Spaulding's land At least, this is
how I rcad the 1827 deed for Mulliken s woodlot which says;, “"Thence
running [from a spruce breg/on land of Ass Spaulding north thirvy six
degrees east eleven rods and ten links on the rengevay.os" (Bk. 275:
135-7). The 1818 deed for the Center Lot said only that it followed

the rangeway ©o the highway But the 1860 deecd for the northeastern part
of the Center Lot said that ic ran NEerly 11 rods 10 links on the
rangeway and land of A. Gucen Spaulding

@]
2’Albert Grecn Spaulding, the son of Asa and Elizabeth, was born April

1kth, 1819 in Concord His father diced in 1847 at the age of 5h.
Vital Records of Lincoln Massachuscits (Boston, 1908), pp. 67, 1T73.
F. Apohrop Foster, (ed). Hereafter ciced as Foster, (cd), Lincoln
Vital Records.
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1818 deced

first mentioned
bounds

1827 dceds & plens

on the land of John
Nelson to the first
mentioned bounds

1860 deed

William Fiske3©
then MW 30 1/3°
16 rods 22 links

on land of George

Nelson te the

first mentioned
ek bounds

SUMMARY :

e b o ’

’

Joshuse ‘s Center Pasture and Josigh, Jr ‘s, Cuenter Lot probably included
the half acre orchard end most of the land thathosiaﬂ; Sr., bought from® N
the Whittemores in the 1760's. The acreagc‘i; gimilar--the 18th k
¥, . -~
century lots contained, according to the deeagt about 26 écrés; tp? TWO L »
" o]
picces quitclaimed to Joshua and Josigh, Jr , gbout 22 or 23;qcre§ 'Butj

4 } - P '
: .

more importantc, there arc general similaricics in the descriptions of
the 18th and 19th century lots--a highwey or bridle road on the east;
the country road on the north, Hartwell as the vestern and northwestern

32

abutter, and a rangevay as the southeasicrn abutier

304i11iam H Fiske (bp. 5 Dec 1830) was the son of Henry Fiske, who ewned
a lot of about 20 acres south of present day Route 2A, of which about a
shird scre was on the west side of present day Mill Street (Foster, cd,
Lincoln Vitel Rccords. p 34, end Bk 647: 51) In 1836, when thc Hastings
sold the land, ohe picce on the vest side of Mill Street was described as
bounded on the west by Spaulding end Mulliken and on the east by the town
wey (Bk. 359: 84). In 1866, vhen it was sold to George Nelson; it was
deseribed as bounded on the west by the heirs of Asa Spaulding and on the
northwest by said heirs and George Nelson (the Center Lot which €corge
acquired through inheritence from his favher and purchase of Mulliken's
woodlot from Mulliken s heirs in 1860--Bk O77: 435) For deteils sec
the report on the Thomas Nelson, Jr.; Farm part II.

31George Nelson inhericed this lend from his father John, who died in August
1859 (Hudson, Lexington, v. 2, P 491). It was a 3 or 4 acre picce of
pastureland souch of present day oA and cest of Mill Strect (Bk. 258: 235).

3230%; rods was the distence given along the rangeway in the 1765 dced for
the 14 acre 133 rod picce that Natheniel Whittemorc sold to Josiah (Bk. 6k4:
34)  The 2 acrc piccé chat Jacob Whitiemore sold to Josian in 1765 continued
along the rangewey for another Tirods (Bk. 64: 35). The 2 acre plece was
southwest of the nearly 15 acre piccc and abutited 1t on ‘the northeast The
1827 deeds and plens for Josish, Jr.'s, Center Lot geve the distance along
the rengewey as 30 rods 10 links (Bks 275: 135-T and 280: 91).
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The half acre orchard and a good pari of the § ocwres that Nathaniel
Whittemore sold to Josizh in 1768 ore nrobably vithin the Park's bound.--
ariecs Some of the nearly 15 scre picce thet Josian bought from
Whittcmore in 176° may also be in the Park, depending on how deep the

9 acre picce vas The relation of the 18 century lots to the lots on

the Miller-Nylander map in large part depends on the locacion of the
Concord/Luxington linc  From the reconstruccion of the old town line

in Appendix C, I belicve thas L3108, 1318 L-322, L-323. thc parc of L-320
shat is in the Park. the castern hall of L-316, and thc norcheass corner

of L-317 belonged to Josiah Nclson in 177e 33

— et b 3 w— Y

33Lu318 and L-319 were sold to David V. end Iva S. Mann in 1SLT by the

Nelsons (Bk  T1lt2: 176-7). L-322, L-323, and L-320 are owned by W. Newton

end Eleanor R. Nelson 1,-316 and L-31.7 vere sold to the United States
of Amevica by Geophysics Corp and Henry Hariman respectively (Bk 10k433:
153 30 Dec 1963 and Bk, 10068: 20¢ 2 Nev 196k). Both L-316 and L-317
can be uraced back co cthe Hartwell family, buc the eastern half of L-~316
and “he noritheastern corner of L-317 erc probably the western helf of
the Cencer Pasture vhich George Nelson sold to George Hartwell in 1855

Tn terms of the land divided among Josiah's heirs in 1818, the land in

the Parz probably includes Joshua's Cenver Pascure end the Northeasiern
end of Josiah Jr s Center Loo (including the parv of the Center Lov

“ha’ was east of Mill Screeb)

Lend ousside the Pai’'s boundaries thav belonged o Josiah Nelson in
1775 includes the vest of L-320 end all of L-321 both of which are at
present owvned by W Newton and Eleanor R. Nelson sold to D'Arrigo
Bros Co in 195k (Bk 851i5: Lk1), Sec Appendix B
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Par: III: Land South of Nelson Roed 2nd Basc of Mill Street

e e 1+ S A & em ® Smmes ame el memeim e e e bt e

a Laser Hissory:

Very few of the 10ch cenouvy deeds for Josiah Nelson's land cesc of
Mill Street and south of presenc- day Nelson Rozd have survived * In
determ’ning She amount and locaw:.on of the land that he owned in this
arca in 1775, I have assuned thav his lands south of the old road
consisted of only those lands quitcleimed to his heirs in 1818  his
essumpcion is based on che facs thac there 1s no record of either
Josiah or his he.rs selling any land from 1760 to 1813, when his

escace vas divided among his childiren

In the division of Josiah's escate, his son John rcccived © acues of

\n

pastuwre land in Lincoln on the south sidc of vhe old road along with

she wes’ cnd of the housc 2

1Tn She 19¢h censury -his road vas called the old covniry road or the
0ld voad In the 18%th centuvry it vas the moin © od to Concord and
Lexington but wivth the building of the new roed (Routc 2A) about 1810
it became a sccondary road

2Bx 258: 23% This is the John Nelson house vhich vas puilt around 1808
Among thc Nelson femily papcrs are several itemized bills (dated from
March to July 1808 with payment reccived December 21, 1808) fram Jacob
Robinson probably a sione mason <O Josiah Neclson Ji»  for splitting
scones stoning the cellar, building che biick ends ecc The brick
ends. especially, point to this being che John Nelson hounse  Josiah, Jr
mar-icd Anna Hoar of Concord in November 1309  Since, as far as we know,
he was the first of Josiah s children $0 marsy (there is no marriage dace
for his younger brocher Jonathen who marvied liercha Wheeler of Concord
and moved o Waserville Me where he died in 1816) the house may have
been buil: for his bride John Nelson vho later shared the house vich
Josian, Jv | did not mavry unil May 1820 Also in 1810 Josiah, Jx
was assesscd foi che encire housc (John received the wess end of ‘the housc
in the 1818 division and vas first vtaxed for half a house in 1821)
Hodson; Lexangion v 2. p 491



The deserintion of the & acres was as follows:

...begining et the norcheas: corner at a stak & stones
by sd road /che old country road which is Nelson Road/
runing westerly che wall & road corsing /the “s” is -
interlined3/ the couwnty voad /Rouse 2A/%0 e large
rock  then runing by the wall to a stak and scones by
+he land of Josiah Nelson and Samuel Hasting northeast
%o a scak end ssones by the souch side of the County Road
Route 2A/then crosing sd Road through /ehe "nt is
Tnterlincd/ the middle of the House /ihe John Nelson
nouse/ o the £irs: mentioncd bounds by land of
Josiah Nelson...”

From this description, I believe chat John's pasiurc was bounded on cho
northuest by she old road, on the southwest by Josiah, Jr ‘s, Ccntur Lov
and Sarmucl Hastings' land_6 and on the southeasc and northeast by
Josiah Jr's, Home Lot wich the nev counory road (i.a. Routc 2A) running

through v,

2(con't) John Nulson mrobably buili the vessern addition +o the house about
1820, In 1821 his half of the housc vas asscsscd for $3 more than Josiah.
Jr. ‘s and in 1831 for $h. 80 more (John's half of the house was assecsscd for
$12 in 1821 and 1831 and Josiah Jr ‘s for $9 in 1821 and $7.20 in 1831)
In 1840 John vas asscsscd for 2/3‘8 of a housc and Jos'an Ji s heilrs
(Josigh, Jr., dicd in January 1835) for 1/3 of a housc,

3Does it mean crossing che county road? If the "o end “r" are trans-

poscd thismakcs sensc, since crossing is later in the decd spelled with

one ‘s’
Iy . . . . . . .
fhe @enter Lot vhich belonged o Josieh Nilson Jr began au a large
rock on the eass sidc of Mill Screet (see Pare II)  There is a large
~ock in che wall on the cast side of Mill Street wherc It begins at
Rouse 2A  This is probably the same vock.

L. . . . . N
The svpclling in the dced has nos been changcd or modernized .

6A small picce of the Cenuer Lot vas cass of Mill Street In 1827 the
Cenber Lot afccr crossing the bridle road (Mild Sticct), ran north-
casierly on Jamcs Hastings' land (the Fiske lot) and then MW 30 1/3°
16 rods 22 links on the land of John Nelson (Samucl Hastings' land
vas the Fiske lot vhich he inheriscd from Themas Nelson, Joo | and vhich
George Nelson later boughs — Sec the repors on she Thomas Nelson Jr
Farm Par: II ).
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In the 1818 division Josiah Jr ~cceived 19 aeres in Lincoln on che

nd of the John Nelson house | Ik

I

south side of the road, with che east
ran westerly by the old road, chen southerly in a straight line by the
1and of John Nolson through che middle of the house to the new road,
then southerly, easterly, and southerly by the wall to a pond then
eastcrly or noriheasterly crossing the new counsry road (including
abous % scre meadow which the road cus off), then ran westcrly on the
new road or the land of Samucl Hastings, and then northerly by the land

of Hastings to thc first mcnsioncd bounds

John and Josish, Jr.'s, land between Nclson Road and Routc 28 is L-T
Y
vhich conceins 5.5 acres, The vall along the eastern side of L-T
possibly datcs from the 18th century. It probably was a bounda:y
f£irst between Danicl Brown's land and Thomas Nclson, Sr.'s, land and afver

the ecarly 1770's betwecn Josish's and Thomas, Jr.'s, land 2

Tn Novembor 1831, Josiah, Jr , mortgaged his part of the housc lot and
, 10 . , .
housc o Mrs. Joan Locke The housc 1ot was bounded on the west by
John Nelson 20 rods ' throngh the Tfront cniry of my dwelling house", on
the south by the new road about 40 rods on the cast by James Hastings
45 rods, and on the norch by the old road 1S rods The deced says that

TBk. 271: 398-400. This 19 ecre piecc was callud the Home Lot in the 1826
inventory of Josish, Jr.'s, estacs. (Josiah Helson probate #15788. )

8The Miller-Nylander map of the Proposed Park Boundarics, NHP-MIN 2009,
May 1962.

9See scetion (b) for Daniel Brown's land end the report on the Thomas
Nelson, Jr., Ferm, Part IT for Thomas, Sr.'s, land.

10pk. 308: 335-6. The morigage was discharged 6 Novamber 1851.
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Josioch's part of the house lot contained about I acres which is

about right. A plen of the cntire housce lot made in the late 19th

).

century by George A. Nelson shows & triangular picce of 5.5 acres,

the great part of waich, from the position of the house and the

measurements of the lot, clearly had belonged to Josiah, Jr.ll

- *
/,/’, 5% acres
e ) Josiah, Jr. N
John ™
&.335‘.' T o 7 )
= | R -
g Sl N\

original plan more than twice
this size
scale approximately i = 100!

Only about an acrc and a half of the housc belonged to John. Most of

his 5 acrc pasture, thereforce, was south of ‘the new road.

s o 2t

117, 1846 the heirs of Josish, Jr., sold his helf of the house lot,
deseribed as 3 acres with the buildings thercon, to George Nelsen
(Bk. 496: 300-1). He inherited the western part of the house and
housc let from his father John, wno dicd in 1859. This gavec Georgc
Nelson possession of che entire house lot in che late 19th century.
George A. Nelson was the son of George Nelson. The plan of the
housc lot is in the Nelson papers.
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When Josish was dcclarcd insanc in 1826, he kept his half of the house
and housc 1ot bué she rcst of the Home Lot, 1.c¢. The part souch of thc
new road end the % acrc cut off by the new road was sold. The western
part of the Home Lot--described as O acres 13 rods of pasture land--
was sold to Samucl Hartwell in 1827u12 It ren southwesterly 33 rods

on the land of John Felson to a pitch pine tree, souchcasterly 21 rods

5 links on the land of Jemes Hastings 4o a corncr of a wall, northeastcrly
54 rods 20 links on the land of Hastings and John Nelson, then norvh-
casterly by a smeller angle 12 rods 23 links by John Nclson's land ©oO

the new road, then on che road 33 rods 6 links to the first mentioned

bounds.13 In 1855 George and Samuel Hortwell sold the 8 acres 13 rods

. 1k s - i ‘
to George Nelson. The descripsion of the land was very similar ©O

b —— b

1254 ephen Patch, guardian of Josish Nelson, to Semuel Hartwell, Jv. (Bk.

302: 100-2).

e —

l3The angles given in thc 1827 dced are: &SW 37 2/30 on John Nelson, SE 35%0
on Jemes Hastings, NE 503° on Jamcs Hastings and John Nelson, and NE 15°
on John Nelson.

On March 31, 1827, Joshua Nelson ¢t al quiscclaimcd all their right in the
1and vhich was described as "pascure land situased in front of the dwell-
ing housc of Josianh Nelson /Jr./'. (Bk. 30R: 99-100). The bounds of the
land, though lcss specific, were csscntially the same as in the deed from
Patch to Hartwell. It was boundcd on vhe norch by the new road (Route
2A), on the west by John Nelson (the part of his 5 acrc pasturc that

was south of the now road), on the south by James Hastings (The Fiske
Lot), and on the cast by John Nelson (the castern paert of Josiah, Jr.'s,
Home Lot which he bought in 1827, sce below).

theorge and Samuel Hartwell to George Nelson (Bk. T12: Lok-5).



whe onc in the 1827 dccd exccpt thav it ran southcassy and pertly northeast

.

on the lend of Williom H. Fiskce, vho hed bought Hostings' land.15

The ecastern part of the Home Lot south of thc new road was sold o John
Nclson in 1827.16 It was called the Ox pasturcl7 and was describced as

T acrcs 26 reds running southwest on the land of Semucl Hartwell (the
western part of the Home Lot) and southcast and northeast on the land of
James Hastings ©o the new road, then on the road to the first mentioned
bounds. The distances end dircctions given in the dced make it clear
that this was the eastecrn part of Josiah, Jr.'s, Home Lot. The Ox
pasturce ran SW 15° 12 rods 23 links end SW 580 26 rods 6 links on Samucl
Hartwell s land. The part of the Home Lot that Har:twell bought ran NE
58%—O 54 rods on the land of Jamcs Hastings and John Nclson and then

NE 15° 12 reds 23 links on John Nelson.18

B

108k, 712: 49L-95. Theve werc minor changcs in the distancc and directions
given in the 1855 dced which arc probably niscekes in drawing up the 1855
dced. The chenges are SW 37 1/3° on John Nelson instcad of 37 2/3° and
Ll rods, nor 54 rods, is the given as the distence that it ran northeasterly
along Fiskc and John Nclson. Sarah Francis, administratrix of the cstate
of Simon Francis, to Henry Fiske of Lincoln (px. 6L7: 51). Williem H., the
son of Henry Fiske of Lincoln vas baptized Decamber 5, 1830, (Foster (cd),
Lincoln Vital Records, p- 35)-

puehau e

P
15pk. 280: 91.

LTymere Josiah's oxen werc pastured in the 18th century? Josich had two
oxen listed in his tex asscssmencs for 1769, 17T, 1791, 1799, and 1802,
The only ycars in which personncl oshete vas broken down end Josiah was
not listed as owming oxcn werc 1764 and 1770. However, the neme Ox
pasturce was first used only 1827 and Jesiah, Jr., owned onc oOF twoe
oxcn chiroughout the 1820's.

18 . A . s o . N ) 1

The other distances and direciions for che Ox pasture arc: S315E 27 rods
12 links on Jemcs Hastings end N50I 20 rods 10 links and N31lE 25 rods
7 links on Hastings' land to tche ncw road (Bk. 280: 91).
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The half acrc mcadow from Josiah, Jr.'s, Home Loo, which had becn cutoff by
the new road (i.c. it was on the north side of the nev road), was not
included in the parcs of the Home Lot sold to Hartwell and John Nelson in
1827. From the descripiion of the Home Lot in the 1818 dced to Josish, Jr.,
it is cleer that the half acre was boundcd on the south by the new road and

separated from the John Nelson house 105 (L-7) by the land of James Hastings.

In Junc 1833, Jonas M. Muzzey sold 137 rods in Lincoln on the north side of
the new road to Josiah, Jr. 12 Beginning at the southwest corner it ran
casterly 15 rods 12 links on the new road, norsheasterly 9 rods b links

end norchwesterly 7 rods 21 links as the fence scands by Jemcs Hasbings'
land, and then soucherly 18 rods by a wall and ditch by Hastings' land to
the road. This land on the norch sidc of the new road and surroundcd by
Hastings' lend was probably the'"half acrc” belonging to Jesiah's Home Lov
that was mentioncd in the 1818 decd. It vas probably sold to Muzzey after
Josish was declered insane in 1826. Muzzey was onc of the signers in 1827
of a decd conveying to Somucl Hartwell, Jr.; any right the graﬁtors had in
the part of the home lot that Hartwell bought or ony right they had to pass
over it.eo Muzzcy, as for as I lmow, was not relaced te the Nelsons.
Probably the only reason he would have hed any right in passing over
Josiah, Jv.'s, Home Lot would have been through the purchase of some ef hisg

land.gl

198k, h5k: 364-5.
2OBk. 302: 99-100. The other grantors were Joshua Nelson, John Nelson, Sarah
Nelson, Elizsbeth Nelson (the brothers and sister of Josioh, Jr.-~John
2lso bought part of his Center Lot end Home Lot), Isaac Mulliken (Josiah,
Jr.'s, brother-in~lov and also bought part of the Center Lot and "meadow"
1ot), and Leonard Hoar (he probably bought part of the meadow lot).
21Nor does it seem that the land had to be adjacent to the Home Lot in order
to give Muzzey, at lcast formally, a right TO pass over it. The "meadow”
lot which Mulliken and (probably) Hoowr bought was on the west side of
Mill Strect.

%)



Tn 1846 thc heirs of Josich Nclson seld the lend ©o Dovid Miller ef Boston.22
Miller clse beught cll the Hestings' lend surrounding the helf acrc. Any

wraces of the woll or diteh might give some indicotion ef its c¢xact location.

South of the ncw rond and cast of Mill Strect, the Nelsons until reeently
otmed L-339 through L-348 end L-351 through L-35T7 yhich contain about 3L4.3
acres.23 About 1C anecres or more21+ of this belonged to Josich's heirs in
the early 19th century end we may sofely assume that this, along with the
5.5 acre house lov and she half scre meadow lot between the roads, was all
the land that Josiah owmed south of the 01d rond ond east of Mill Street in
1775. Josich's land in 1775 included L-339, most ond perhaps all of

L-340, L-351 through 1-356, and somevhat more then half of L-357.

The boundary between L-357 and L-358 and the northern part of L-359 is an 1”’—
0ld property line deting from the 18th century when it marked the bouwndary
Josieh Nelson's land and part of Jacob Whittemere's 43 acres. In 1818 it

markcd the beundary bctween Josiah, Jr.'s, Home Let and Jomes Hastings' Land.25

2251, 499: 65-6.

231,-347 belengs to Williem H. ond Mory B. Ryan, L-348 to Mildred Doy, and
1-353 to the Rosanes but oll of these con be traced back to Nelson ouner-
ship.

1-357 contoins 19.8 acres. L~339 through 1,-348 and L-351 through L-356
have been divided into house lots along Mill Strect and Route 2A ond
contoin about 1lbh.5 acres.

QhThcre was about 3.5 acres of John's pasturc south of the new road, 8 nerecs
13 rods of Josioh, Jr.'s, Home Lot sold to Hartwell, and T acrcs 26 rods sol¢
to John Nelson. ‘There is about 21 neres in the medern lots that belonged
4o Josieh in the 18th centwry. L-33C, L-340, and L-351 through L-356 con-
tain 8307 acrcs and Josioh owned more then half of L-357 (about 13 acres
of it.

25samuel Hastings, James' father, bought most of Vhittemore's land from
Ephreim Hommond in 1704 (Bk. 218: 370).
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In the 1827 plan and deed for the eestern part of the home lot(i.e.

the Ox pasture), its castern beundary ron S31W 25 rods 7 links and S50W
®9 rods 10 links on the lond of Jomes Hastings.26 The tosal distance
along Hastings' land was 54 rods 17 links or 902.22'. The boundary
between L-357 and L-358 and thc nerthern part of 359 runs S 220 £2'W and
vhen S3W. The distance along these two lines 1s 906.83" or obout U
longer thon the line along Hastings' land in 1827.27 The line between
1-357 and L~359 then runs N39°29'W for 97.55' and then agoin runs south-
yesterly between vhet vas Thomas Nelson, Jr.'s, land ond the rest of

28

Vhittemore's 43 ceres.

The line that runs southwesterly in o bending line and then nerthwesterly

for a short distance between L-357 and L-358 and the norbhérn part of L-359 L~
is a good indication of the exnct location of Josinh's land seuth of

Route 2A. Roubte 2A and Mill Street are the other two stable boundaries

of his land. Between Mill Strect and the western boundary of Jacob
Whittemore's 43 acres, where Josioh's land was combined with land which

in the 18%th century had belonged to Thomas, Jr., by George Nelson's

purchase of the Fiske le: in 1866, it is difficult o determine the exact
boundaries, ot least in regard To present day property lines.

. raah . — ——iT | ——

26k, 280: Cl. The plen, by Cryus Hubbard, is dated 30 Merch 1827 (Nelson
Pepers. )

27l9hl plan of Neclson land, rccorded in Bk. T032: 552.
28Thomas Nelson, Jr.'s, land vas the Fiske 1ot (i.c. the southein part of

1-357 ond L-3L41 through L-348). See the veport on the Thomas Nelson, Jr.,
Form, Partc II.
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However, there is 2 series of walls on L-357 which iv in well
with the early 19ch century descripoions of John's pasture end

Josian, Jr.'s, Home Lot and with late 1S%h cenbtury skeiches of

29
this part of the Nelson farm. The first wall begins just

obove the bend in Mill Stwrect and runs sovtheagterly to a corner

ond then turns ond runs northecsterly to vhere it mecss anovher

.

well. The first woll then continucs running norvheasterly and then

northwestcrly for a shorv distance until it comes to Route

1,

2A.
The second wcll runs seuthensterly from the first well until it
5

meets the wall along the western boundory of L-350.3O

2 . . . P .
9The sketch is from the Nelson papers. Sce the copy of the sketch
on p. U6 ond the dicgrem on p. 7.

3OThese walls were first mentioned in the 19%th century decds for
the land (sce Bks. 271: 398-LC® and 258: 235)., But some ot least
moy date from the 18th centwry. The wall thac runs southeasterly
from Mill Street ond then northeasterly and northwesterly to Route
2A moy have marked the bounderics of Denicl Brown's land soudh
of vhat is now Route 2A, The lond east of the woll whose bounds
are morked by the second wall moy have been land that Josish
inherited from his fother cbout 1770. Sec the dingrom on p. 5l.

S



b. Early History:

Despite the absence of any deeds conveying the land south of Nelson

Road to Josizh, I believe he bought most, if not oll, of it from

y, 3t

Deniel Brown sometime between 1771 and 177

The history of Brown's land is o8 follows: In March l72h/5 Thomas Cutler
sold 30 acres with o dwelling house in Lexington to Joseph Meriam. 32 1%
was divided by the ceuntry roed ond bounded on the northwest by & range-
vey, on the northeast by Christepher Mudgin ond Thomas Nelson, on the
southeast by a rengeway cnd on the southwest by Nathonicl Whittemore.

In 1739 the heirs of Joseph Meriom sold the land to Deniel Browm of Lex-
ington.3br Tn the decd of Macclure to Browm the land south of the road

was described as bounded northerly by the Concord road, ond southerly

. ——— ¢ - S e 50" <o A

31Daniel Broun appeors on the Lincoln tex records as o non~vesident in
1764, 1770, and 1771l. He is not en the 177k 1ist. In that year Josiah's
assessment for real cstate inercased 19L ond Thomas, Jr.'s, increased 3k.
However, in o scmple of 20 namcs, the real estate asscssment of 15
inereased and that of 5 decrensed. The overage increase was 1Tk 2s &d.
The increasc in Thomas, Jr.'s, ossessment 1s well below this average and
Josioh's was lcss than 2k above it. Byt if Browvn's lend was sold before
the 1774 list was drowm up, it is 1ikely that Josiah bought it.

2

3 Bk. 35: 358-9. There is no record of how Cutler acquired this lond.
He may have bought it from Shercbinh Kibby. Sce the study in the Park's
files on the carly deeds for Nclson land.

33ynictemore’ s lend vos o 35 acre picce that he bought in 1720 from
Welter Cooper (Bk. 2h: 3L0O). Most of the lond was west of Mill Street
and it woas net part ef the 43 ncre picec that Whittcmere's son Jacob
owned in 1775. See Part II, scction () of the report.

-

gk, Lo: 169-TO and 3146-T.



~nd easterly by Whittemorc ond Nelsen's lc.nd.35 In the deed of Meriom
to Brown the land south of the 0ld rood was dcscribed os 23 acres with
born and bounded on the cast by Thomes Nelson, on the seuth by ironge-
voys, on the west by Nathenicl Whittemore, and on the north by the

country road (prescnt-dey Nelson Road).

The rongeway given as the south or southeasvern gbutter of Brown's land
south of the road was probably the some rangeway that was the southeastern
cbustor of the lond that Josiah bought from the Whittemores on the west
side of Mill Strecet ond of o piece of about 3% acres that Thomas, Jr.,

bought from Nathoniel Whittcemore on the east sidce of Mill Streev in

36
°Y  herc was a 2 acve picce north of the 3% acres, also sold ©o

1757,
Thomas, Jr., which was bounded on the northeast by Deniel Brown's land.37
This rengevoy, west of Mill Street, runs northeasterly between vhat is

now L-320 ond L-327 (Nelson Land) and L-332 end 1-328 (Dominchella).38

35

Bk. L40: 169-T70 docs not mention cay buildings. However, in o deed con~
veyed the previous day by Joseph Mcriem vo Andrcw Maeclure there is o
mention of "buildings” (Bk. L0: 169). Bk. 40: 3L46-T mentions a house on
the north side of the rood and o born on the south side.

36px. 6h: 32-3.
3Tgk. 84: L499-500. See the report on the Thomas Nelson, Jr., Form, Pert II.
38Tho rangevay was the southeostern abuticr of Josioh, Jv.'s, Center Lot in

1818. Later 19th century deeds goeve the owner of the land on the other
gide of the rongeway os Asa “peulding.



North of Bouscc 2A Thomes Nelson, Sr., seems to have ewned land between
. . . 39 , ,
Brown's land (L-7) end Jocob Whittanore's 43 ncres.. South of Route
2A Brown's lend may hove cxtended as for cosy as Vhittemore's L3
acres. If so, this would mean that the rangewoy that was the south or.

southcastern abutter of Browm's lond was the same rangewoy that ran

between Whittemore's 43 acres and at least some of Nclson 1and.uo
. k‘ ‘
L-T on which the John Nelson house is located was port of Daniel Browm's
- 1

®

land south of thée Nelson Road. It contoins 5.5 acres. Josiah's land

) [ «
south of 2A contained cbout 19 or 20 acres (i.e. the land that Josienh's
heirs owned in the 19th cen@ury). The 1739 decd for Brown's land said

L
3

that theré ware 23 acres south of the old road.

——

Q

3’See the report on the Thomas Nelson Fowvm, Part II. -

Lo ,
Hovever, Themas, S¢., mey have owmed some land between Brown's ond
Whittemore's on the south side, as well as on the north side, of Route
2A, This moy then have meant that the rangeway that was the south-
enstern obutter of the lend that the Whittcueres s8old to Josizh ond
Thonos, Jr., end of Browm's lond continued northensterly across Thanas
Nelson, Sr.'s, lend o vhere it become the rangeway that divided Nelson's
lond from Joeob Whittenore's 43 acres. This would explein vhy the deeds
for the 43 ccres scid thet it was bounded on the northwest by Josiah
ond Thomns Nelson ond o rengeway. (Bk. 80: 1496.) These deeds indicote
thet there verc three northwest cbutters of the 43 acres-~Thomas
lNelson, Josich Nelson, end the rongeway.

If this is so, does it meon that the crooked wall between L-357 and 1.-358
and L-359 is not a rangevoy wall?--(Althaugh it possibly does mark part

of an 0ld bridleway between Nelson land ond Vhittenore's 43 acres (g}ncoln
Town Records, May 1756). Of course this wall could very easily be both

o rongewey woll ond part of o bridle way since rangeweys were intended
for public use. ‘

In terms of 1775 ownership it mokes little diffcerence if Brown's land
extended as far east os Whittemore's U3 ocres or not. Josich Nelson,
from the evidence in 19th century deeds, clearly owned all the land
immediately south of Route 2A between Mill Street and Whittemorc's

43 acres in 1775. It mckes little difference whether he bought 2ll of
this land from Brown or inherited the easvucrn part from his father.

mﬁk,hO: 346-7. g@
o
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Thomas Nelson, Jr., Farm

Part I: Lend North of Nelson Road

e+ The House Lot
When Thomes Nelson, Jry, sold the major part of the Mudgin Lot to his
bfother Josiah in 1755, he kept a long narrow strip on its eastern side
which he used as his house jot.t In 1767 he sold to Josiah a piece of
1and 4 rods long snd 2 rods wide "across the Northwesterly End of my
House-10 ”.2 This 1767 deed clearly indicates that Thomas, Jr.'s, house
was logated on the narrow strip of land which he kept from the Mudgin

1ot between his brother's and his father's house lots.

3
+

The fact that Thomas, Jr., in 1755 kept this piece of land on the east side
of the Mudgin lot, a piece vhich in 1767 was described as his house lot,
shows three possibilities; In the first place, the Mudgin house may AL
have been standing on this piece of lend and Thomas, Jr,, may have used it
as his house. The chief difficulty here is that a house was not mentioned

in the 1746 deed by which Thomas, Jr., acquired Mudgin's lend.3 However,

lBk. 64: 29-30. The 21 acres that he sold to Josiah was described as running
northerly on Thomas,-Jr.'s, land (in earlier deeds the Mudgin lot of which
this land was a part was bounded on the east by the Thomas, Sr., house lot)
to a stake and heap of stoncs and then running easterly a few rods still
on Thomas, Jr.'s, land and then running northwesterly on Natheniel Whittaker'
land. -

2Bk, 3943: k2,
3Bk, 46: 192-3.



ve have a late 19th cgntury photograph of the Thomas, Jr., and Tabitha Nelson
houses which shows that both houées had gambrel roofs.h The Tabitha
Nelson house ﬁas bﬁilﬁ by 1716 agd perhaps dates from the early 1700'5.5
The Josish Nelsoﬁ house and éther:houses in the Park bullt around the mid-
18th century have cormon gable roofs. Gsmbrel roofed houses in this area
seen to have been earlier than gable roofed houses.6 The fact that the
Thomas, Jr., house had a gambrel roof perhaps 1ndicatés tﬁat ;t was built
in the early 18th century. The other possibilities are that Thomas, Jr.,
built a new house on this land betweeﬂ'lThG when he bought the lana and
1755 or. that he simply thought ié a good location for a house which he.

built after 1755.7

L,

The Tabitha Nélsbn house was moved next to the Thomas, Jr., house in 1T79.
See below. Bki 822: 259-60 and MIMA 63-193. See photograph on p. 3.

OSce the report on the Tabitha Nelson house.

"6mere has been 1little research done on 18th century domestic architecture
in Middlesex County. ' '

TThe Thomes, Jr., house was built by 1758 when it was shown on a map of the
Town of Lincoln (MIMA 63-76). :

A morriage ddte wouaﬂ help establish when Thomas would have been likely to
have ‘needed a house, Unfoftunately there 1s some wuncertainty as to when
he.did marry. The Lexington Vitael Records gives the date as 1759 but puts
a ? after it (p. 136).  Hudson, Lexington, v. 2, p. 491 ; has no marriage
date for him but gives the birth date of his first child as 6 July 1758.
Thomas was perhéps married sometime between 1757 and 1759 although he could
have béen married earlier. The Lexington Church and Town records have been
checked, but we have been unable to find a marriage date.

If the Mudgin house was standing on this narrow strip of land in 1755 or

if Thomas, Jr., had already built his house there, he was probebly not living
there in 1775. In the deed for the 21 acres he was described as of
Lexington (Bk. 64: 29-30).

Also, this strip of lend did not provide access to any other land of
Thomas,  Jr.'s, Therefore, itsmain use seems to hdve been as a house site.
2
C



In April 1779 Thdmas, Jr., sold "the dwelling house late of Tabitha Nelson
of Lexington d'd as it now stands by ry other dﬁelling house" to his son-
in-law, Samuel Has‘tings.8 ThevTabitﬁa Helson_hpuse waé probably moved
sometime between Octobef 1778 and April 1779 when Samuel bought 'it.

Tabithe Nelson died on October 15th, 1778; She was taxed as a resident of
Lexington in 1777, the last year she agpeared on the tax lists. iydia
Nelson, Thoﬁas, Jr.'s, daughter, was married to Somuel Hastings on October 1,
1778. Since she was his only living child (his son Jgnathan had died in
Avgust 1778), Thomas would have had no heed for another or larger house

before ‘she married.9

In 1837 Thomas and Oliver Hastings, sons of Samuel and Lydia, sold the
Nelson-Hastings housé and house lot to Dovid Miller of Boston.l© The
administrators of the estate of David Miller sold the house and land to

Martin Neville in 1878.ll In the lote 1890's the old Nelson-Hastings

¥

8pk.’ 020! 259-60.l The two houses will be referred to as the Nelson-Hastings
house hereafter. : ‘ : ‘

9Hudson, Lexington, v. 2., p. 49l.

108y 359: 259. Thomas Hostings was born in‘l781 and Olivér in 1791. Samuel

Hastings died in 1834. Hudson, Lexington, v. 2., p. 293.

The house lot in the 1836 deed was described as 13 acres but it included
. land east of his house lot proper which Thomas, Jr., had acquired when his
sister Tobitha's land was divided after her death in 1778.

V.. 1472: 182. In this deed the house lot was described as 22 acres. It
inéluded the 13 acres that Miller bought from the Hastings in 1837 plus
some land to the east of the 13 acres vhich he acquired fran the llelsons
after 1837. {See the report on the Tabitha Nelson House).

L
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house was torn down or otherwise destroyed, and a new house (the present-
day Neville house) was bullt on the old house site.? In 1924 Martin

Nevilles sold the house and lond to James M. and Henry P. ]ev:‘L:Lle.:L3

Thomas, Jr.'s, lend east of his brother's house lot in 1775 included L-3,
vwhich contains the site of his house and which is within the Park's
’boundaries.llL Thomas, Jr.'s, house lot perhaps extended further to the
east and included some land now covered by the Hansecm Air Foree Base
access road. The 1738 bounds for the country road put a diteh between
what became his house lot and his father's house lot. Such a ditch about
240" from the present-day Neville house wes destroyed by the access road.

But there is no evidence that this was the 1738 ditch.15

1256¢ the Iineoln tax records. There are notes giving documentation for
this fact in the Park's files but they cannot be located at this time.

13pk. 4772: h18-9.

1hThomas, Jr., also owned L-2 and L-1 in 1775 as part of his house lot. The
wall on the western boundary of L-3, 2, and 1 and on the northern boundary
of I-1 marks the boundary between the Josiah Ielson house lot and Thomas,
Jr., house lot. See Bk. 8060: L6L Mary A. aad Delia M. Neville to August
and Mary L. Schumacher 17 April 1953 and Bk. 7965: 54l Mary A. and Delia M.
Neville to William C. and Sarah M. Baltrush 1952.

15see Lexington Town Records 3: 138 and the Plan and Profile of the
Proposed State Highway.



b. Land West of the Josiah Helson House Lot:

In the late 18th century Thomas Nelson, Jr., owned two lots of land,

containing about 23 or 24 acres, west of the Josiah Nelson house lot.

When he sold part of the Mudgin lot to Josiah in 1755, he kept a

piece of about 9 or 10 acres on its western side.l The western
boundary of the 21 acre piece from the Mudgin lot that was sold to
Josish was described in 1755 as running southerly on Josiah's land

(i.e. land that Josish bought from Nathaniel Whittemore of Concord in
1750), southeasterly on Thomas, Jr.'s, land (i.e. the 9 or 10 acres that
he kept) to the corner of Deniel Brown's land, and then on Brown's land

to the country road.

Thomas, Jr., bought the seccond lot, convaining 14 acres, fram Josish in

1755.2 This was the southern part of the 20 acre piece that Josieh

bought from Nathaniel Whittemore in 1750.3 The 14 acre piece was bounded

lpk. 64: 20-30. For a fuller description of the Mudgin lot, see the
report on the Josish Nelson Ferm, Part I, section (a).

2Bk, 64: 30-1.

3Bk. 6h: 27. The 1750 deed to Josiah described the land as 20 acres in
the easterly part of Concord (after 1754, Lincoln). The bounds were

as follows: beginning at a brook in Ebenezer Lamson's line, running
easterly by the brook to a stake and stones near a spring called the
Well Head and then running still easterly by a black oak tree to the
Lexington line, then running northerly by the line, then southerly by
Nathaniel Whittemore's land to Ebenezer Lamson's corner, and then
running still southerly by Lemson's lond to the brook.

63



on the north by Josiah's land (the rest of the 20 acres), on the west
by Lampson to a brook

so as the Brook runs on Lond of Hothaniel Whittemore to a
stake and stones near the head of the Spring called the
well head from thence to a black oak tree marked then in a
Strait Line...on land of said Whittemore and Ebenezer
Lampson to a Steke and Stones by a range way so bounding on
said range way to land of Thomas Nelson, Jun® then bounding
on said land of Thomas Ilelson..."

to the first mentioned bounds,h The well head brook seems, from the
descriptions, to have run along the southern boundary of Thomas' 1k
acres. A 1941 plan of Nelson land shows a brook running along part
of the boundary between Nelson land and Murray (formerly Fiske land
which had belonged to Lampson and Whittemore in the 18th century).5

This brook runs southeasterly along the southern boundary of Nelson

land. Throughout the latter part of the 18th century, this brook marked

part of the southern boundary between Thomas, Jr.'s, land and the Lampson-

Whittemore farm.

Thomas, Jr., and Josish Nelson also bought a series of smaller lots
north of the country road between the Concord/Lexington line and the

nearly 5 acre piece that Daniel Brown sold to Josiah in 1770.6 All of

hThOmas, Jr.'s, land in 1755 was where the Concord/Lexington line was in
1750. This was the land which he kept on the west side of the Mudgin
lot.

5Bk. T032: 552.

6See above on the Josiah Nelson Famm, Part I.



this land in the 19th century belcnged to the heirs of Thomas, Jr.
Working east from the old Concord/Lexington line, these lots were:

1) In March 1752 Jasner Richardson of Lexington sold 2 acres
53 . rods in the westeriy pert of Lexington to Josilah Helson.7 It was
bounded on the northwest by the Concord line ond the land of Josiah
Nelson,8 on the northeast 2 %~rods with o stone wall and other fence
on Josiah's land, on the east 8 rods on a rangeway, and on the south
23 1/3 rods on Richordson's land. Since this was part of the land
owned by Thomas, Jr.'s, helrs in the early 10th century, it seems
likely that Josiah scld it to Thomas, Jr., or perhaps to Samuel Hastings.9
But there is no evidence, either direct or indircct, of when Josiah
sold this land. It is, therefore, impossible to say whether or not

Thamas, Jr., owned i1t in 17T75.

Tk, 64: 28-9.

8Was this land of Josiah's part of the 20 acres that he bought from
Notheniel Whittemore in 17507 This seems likely as Josiah 4id not sell
the southern part of the 20 acre plece tc Thomas, Jr., wtil 1755.
Josiah's 20 acre in Concord did abut the Concord/Lexington line., It
was probably mentioned here because Josiah wns a party to this deed.
The other abutters on the Concord side of the line were not mentioned.

9ere is no record of Thomas, Jr., or the Hastings acquiring this land
from anyone else.

Ra



2) Directly south of thz 2 acres 53 rods was a 3 or 4 acre
piece bounded on the south by the country road, that Richardson
sold to Ebenezer Lampson in September 1752.10 Bradyll Smith re-
covered the land from Lampson by a court order in 1760 and sold

it to Daniel Hager in Cctober 1761.:Ll

Hoger then sold it to Thomas,
Jr., in March 1.763.12 There was o dwelling house and barn on the
land in 1752, but they had disappeared by 1760. In the Richardson-
Lampson deed and in the Lempson vs. Smith records, Josiah Nelson
was given as the northern abutter. Thomas and Josiah were both
given as northern abutters in the Smith-Hoger and Hager-Nelson deeds.
Was this a mistake or had Thomas (Jr. or Sr.?) bought scme of the
land which Josich had purchased from Richardson north of the 3 or
} acre piece?

3) Nathaniel Whittemore of Lincoln probably owned some land,
inherited from his father in 1754, between Richardson's and Daniel

Brown's lands and south of the 9 or 10 acre piece that Thamas, Jr.,

kept on the west side of the Mudgin lot.13 In 1720 Nathaniel Whittemore, Sr.,

108k, 55: 190-1.

gk, 60: 395-8 and 62: 193.

2y, 62: 19k,

l3Nathaniel Whittemore of Lexingbton left to his son Nathaniel, Jr., 60
acres of upland and meadow in two pleces in Lexington and Concord (after

1754, Lineoln). HNathaniel, Sr., died in 1754%. Nathaniel Whittemore
probate #24828.,



bought 35 acres of land in Lexington on both sides of the country
road.lu Whittemore was given as the eastern abutter in all the
deeds for the Richardson land.l5 He was also given as the south-
western cbutter of the part of Brown's land that was north of

the road in 1739.16

lth. oh: 340. He bought it from Walter ®soper of Cambridge. It

was bounded on the northwest by the Concord/Lexington line and
Josiah Hobbs, Jr., on the northeast by Sherebiah Kibby (perhaps
Brown's land, see the study on early deeds for Nelson lend in the
Park's files§, on the southeast by o rangeway, end on the south-
west by Hobbs again. Most of this 35 acres was south of the road.
In the 1760's, his heirs (sons lathaniel, Jr., and Jacob) sold
about 26 acres south of the country road to Josiah Nelson. See
Part II, section (a) of the report on the Josiah Nelson Farm.

15Except Richardson to Josich lielson (Bk. 64: 28-9) for the 2 ncres
53 rods where the eastern boundary was given as a rangeway.

16But this was the only deed in which he was specifically
mentioned as the southwestern or western sbutter of the northern
part of Brown's 30 acres. When the land was sold to Joseph Merianm
in 1724/5, it was described as 30 acres divided by the country road
and bounded on the southwest by Nathaniel Whittemore (but this was
the entire lot--not just the part north of the road). In a 1739
deed from the heirs of Joseph Meriam for the 30 acres, Whittemore
was not mentioned in the description of the piece north of the
road. He was, however, given as a southern or eastern sbutter of
the piece south of the road (probably as a southern abutter ~-the
deed reads "southerly and easterly on Whittemore and Nelsons land"
--Bk. L4O: 169-70).



Though somewhat uncleér the 1738 bounds for the country road also
indicate that he owned land near the Concord/Lexington line.lT

Thonas, Jr., probably bought Whittemore's land north of the road
sorietine during the late 18th century, but there is no direct evidence

that he owned it by 1775.18

17From the Lexington Town Records, 3: 187-9. The bounds read:

Beginning st Concord Line Eben® Lempsons Land on both
sides; fron a stoke and stones on ye north side ye Rd.
to a heap of stones on ye South Side within his fence
four rod wide from a black oak on Hatll Whittemores to
a heap of Stones on Lampsons Side with ye fence four
rod; from a whit oak on said Whittemores Side to ye
wall on Lampson Side four rod. The Land of Joseph
Meriams Heirs on both Sides...

18mere is no record of Natheniel Whittemore, Jr., selling the land that
he owned north of the country road. But some of the evidence does point
to his having sold this land to Thomas, Jr., before 1773. By the late
1760's he had sold oll of his land south of the road to Thomas, Jr., and
Josieh Nelson. His names appears on the 1764 Lincoln tax list after the
Nelsons (The land was actually between Aaron Brooks and the Nelsons) and
he was assessed 6L for renl estate and 5k for personal estate. In 1769
and 1770 his name oppears before the llelsons, but he was not assessed for
any real estate. He poid a poll tax and had a very small personal estate
assessment (1B 10s including one cow). It has been suggested that perhaps
he was living at this time in the Hager house on the old Lempson farm,
which was probably owned by Bradyll Smith who was assessed 32k as & non-
resident. The fact that Whittemore was not assessed for any real estate
indicates that he was renting a house (he had a wife and four young
daughters) and what is more important thot he had sold all of his land
in Lincoln. HNatheniel dicd in 1773. His widow does not appear on the
Linecoln tex lists after his death, as one would expect if she remained in
Lincoln and continued to own 1and there. There is also sope evidence that
she owned & house in Concord (Nathaniel Whittemore probate #o4829)., So,
although she and two of her daughters were married in the Lincoln church
(Mrs. Jenina Whittemore nmarried o llew Hampshire man in 1778 and her daughter.
Sareh ond Abigail married Concord men in 1780--Foster, (ed.), Lincoln
Wital Records, p. 145), it is possible that she moved to Concord after her
Jdeatn. 1In any case she did not own land in Iineoln. It is, therefore,
entirely possible that Thomas, Jr., bought the land north of the road fron
Yathaniel, Jr., or his heirs before 1775. There mey have been a house on th.
land (although there is no docunentary evidence for one). See the report
on the Dodge-Smith Farm for details on the ownership and occupancy of the
Hager house.

i
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L) Josiah Nelson bought the eastern part of Daniel Brown's T
acre 62 rod picce of land north of the road in 1770. Thomas, Jr.,

perhaps bought the rest of 1t (about 3 acres) sonetine between 1771 and

177k 19

In 1837 Thomas and Oliver Hastings, grandchildren of Thomas, Jr.,

sold 35% acres 35% rods of woodland and pasture in Lincoln to

Benjamin Mussey.go It was o triongular piece bounded on the west by
several angles by the land of Henry Fiske (the Dodge-Smith famm), on
the south by the country road, and on the east by several angles by the

land of Josiah Nelson deceased.al This land included all the land that

l9Daniel Brown doecs not appear on the Lincoln tax records after 1T7Tl.
In 1774 Thomas, Jr.'s, real estate assessment increased by 2b. Although
this was well below the average increase for that year (using a sample
of twenty names), it may mean that he had bought the rest of Brown's
land north of the road. There is the possibility that he did not
buy it directly from Brown. He mey have bought it from his brother
Josiah, who had probably acquired Brown's land south of the road
before 1TTh. And this leads to the possibility that Thomas, Jr., did

not acquire it until after 17T5.

20y, 360: 181-2.

21Pro'bably Josiah, Sr., who died in 1810. Josiah, Jr., did not own
any land in Lincoln north of the road this far west.,



Thomas, Jr., owned between the Joslah Nelson house lot and the Dodge
farm. 22 Muzzey sold the land to John Nelson in qanuary_1831.23 The
land passed down through John Nelson's family to W. Newton Nelson who
sold most of it to the U. S, Air Force. The extreme southern part of

this land where it abuts Route 2A is within the Park's boundaries.

Thomas Nelson, Jr., most probably owned L-12 in 1775.2h I-11 is the

gppfoximate location of the land that Nathaniel Whittemore, Jr., owned

13

Cmere 15 a plan of the land dated 17 October 1836. On its western side,
the 35 acres ran N35E from the road 8 rods, then N38E 27 rods 15 links
(ebout 587') before turning and running I¥erly--on all these lines '
by Fiske!s land. This NEerly linc narks the position of the Concord/
Lex. line north of the country road (the Concord line was the IWerly
boundary of Richardson's lands in the early 1750's). In a 1934 plan
of Fiske land the boundary between L-13 and L-17 (Fiske lend) and
Helson land ran HEerly 590', just 3' shorter than the line between the
35 acres and Fiske in 1836. On its eastern side, the 35 acres ran SEerly
by several angles 83 rods by Josiah's land and then ran S5TW 20 rods
and S11E 30 rods 11 links by Josish's land. The last two mentioned
lines mark the northern and western boundaries of the land that Brown
sold to Josiah in 1770 (and incidently gives substance to the argument
that Thomas, Jr., bought the rest of Brown's land north of the old road).
The land Brown sold to Josiah in 1770 was bounded on the west 305 rods
by his own land and on the north 20 rods by a rangeway (early deeds
for the Mudgin lot meke it clear that the land north of this rangeway
was Mudgin's land, i.e. the land from the western side of thce Mudgin lot
that Thomas, Jr., kept in 1755. Sce Bks. 34: 197-8, 46: 192-3 and other
deeds for the Mudgin lot). ]

23pk. 360: 182.

ehIn September 1928 John W. and Charles E. Nelson, sons of George Nelson,
sold I-12 to George N. and Laura E. Cripps (Bk. 528L: 61 with a prior ref.
to Bk. 360: 182, Benjarin Muzzey to John Nelson). It is now owned by
David Buttrick Co. (Tronsfer of Cert. title, Land Reg. .Bk. 46k: 325-T).



north of the country road and may have been owned in 1775 by Thomas,
Jr.,25 L-10, L-9, the access road to Hanscon Air Foree Base hotsing,
and L-8 as far east as the wall that marks the western boundary of the
nearly 5 acre piece that Josiah Nelson bought from Daniel Brown, is
probably the western part of Brown's land north of the road.26 It was

probebly owned by Thomes, Jr., in 1T775.

1 4

25Ho boundary walls remain between the land that Thomas, Jr., bought fiom
Hager in 1763 and the land that Nethaniel Whittemore, Jr., owned north of
the road. It is, thercfore, only possible to say approximately where
Whittemore's boundary north of the roed was.

The chain of title for I-11 is as follows:

28 Nov. 1952 The David Buttrick Co., Arlington, Land Court Certificate
of Title #02649. (Land Reg. Bk. 503: L4l1-3 with o plan of
. the land). Ilo reference.
17 April 1950 Basil H. and Yvonne B, Maguire to David Buttrick Co.
(Bk, 7565: 31-2) Reference to

15 Aug, 194 Charles Cexruth to Basil H. and Yvonne B. Maguire
(Bk, 6955: ULlk) Reference to

19 Nov. 1937 Genersl Ice Cream Corp. to Charles Carruth (Bk: 6175: 592)
Reference to

9 Jan. 1935 Kimball Roadstands Corp. to General Ice Crean Corp.

(Bk; 5897: T1-86) A foreclosure. (the 9th pardel. Ref.
to plen of Leonard C. Robinson dated March 11, 1931):

25 July 1932 Kimball Roadstends Corp, to General Ice Cream Corp.
Mortgage: (Bk, 5658: 512-18 with marginal ref. to
Bk. 5897: 71-86).

16 Oct. 1931 George P: Kimball to Kimball Roadstands Corp. (Bk. 5599: L95)
Reference to plon of March 11, 1931 of Leonard C. Robinson
and to

16 April 1931 Charles E., Nelson and Nellic N, Nelson to George P. Kimball;
(Bk. 5554: 576-7 with plan). Reference to

6 Jan. 1837 Benjemin Muzzey to John Ilelson (Bk. 360: 182),

26The boundary woll between L-11 and L-10 is probably the old boundary
wall between Whittemore's end Brown's lands north of the road. The wall
that nmarked the western boundary of the land that Josiah Nelson bought
from Brown is 60 to 100' from the access road.

W, Newton and Eleanor R. Nelson sold L-9 to Joseph and Irene ﬁagenian
in 1953 (Bk. 8043: 36-8).
%



Part II: Land South of Ilelscn Road

a. Land Between Nelson Road and Route 2A

As with Josiah's land, I have assumed that Thomas, Jr.'s, land south of
the old road in the 18th century consisted of only those lands which

his heirs, the Hastings, owned in the early 19th century.l

The deeds for Deniel Brown's land indicate that Thomes Nelson, Sr., owned
land between Brown's lend and that part of the Nathaniel Whittemore, Sr.,
farm south of the road that Jacob Whittemore inherited in 175h.2 Thomas
Nelson and Christopher Mudgin were the northeastern abutters cf the

entire 30 acre Brown pilece in lTEh/5.3 In the 1739 description of Brown's
land south of the counsry road, Thomas Nelson was given as the eastern

abu.tter.LL

The bounds of the country road from the Lexington town records (1738)

also indicate thet Thomas, Sr., owned land between Daniel Brown's and

lExcept for Jacob Whittemore's land south of present-day Nelson Road,
which we know that Semuel Hastings bought after 1775 (Bk. 80: 1496).

2Nathaniel Whittemore probete #24828 (1754). This land south of the

road is Jacob's 43 acre piece.

3Bk. 35: 358-9. Mudgin was the northeastern abutter of the part of the
30 acre piece that was north of the country read.

bex. ho:  3M6-T.



Whittemore's lands. The bounds read:

...The Land of Joseph Meriams Heirs ZBrown‘s lang/ on
both Sides, mesuring from ye wall on ye South Side to

a heap of stones on ye North Side four rods; from ye
fence on Thomas Nelsons Side to a heap of Stons on
Christ’ Mudgins Side four rod; and from a Stump on sd
Nelsons Side to a Ditch Bank on sd Mudgins Side four
Rodd; from a stump within Nelsons fence on ye north Side
to his fence on ye South Side four Rodd And from a mark
tree on ye South Side to a heap of Stones on ye North
Side four Rodd: which mark is within Nelsons fenc [g/
Against Nath'll Whittemores Land on both Sides from ye
fence on ye South Side to a heap of Stones on ye North
Side in ye Southwest corner of sd Whittemores orchard...

These bounds show that Thomas, Sr.'s, land on the south side of the
country road extended from Meriam's land on the west to a point Just
about opposite the farthest eastern boundary of his land on the north
side of the road, i.e. the eastern boundary of his house lot which is

Lex. T.6

If, as seems probably, Thomas, Sr., did own land between Brown's land and

Jacob Whittemore's 43 acres, it was probably given to Thomas, Jr., as

part of his share in his father's estate which was divided around 1770.7

5Lexington Town Records, 3:182.

6But Thonmas, Sr.'s, (in 1775 Tebitha Nelson) house lot did not include the
western 3/4's acre of Lex. T. See the report on the Tabitha Nelson house
lot.

There is no record of exactly how or when Thomas, Sr.'s, land was divided
among his children. But Thomas, Jr.'s, heir, Samuel Hastings, owned this
1and in the early 19th century. Given the evidence that Thomas, Sr.,
owned land between Brown's land and Whittemore's 43 acres and the fact
that there is no evidence that Thomas, Jr.,acquired this land from anyone
else, it seems likely that he received it when his father's land was
divided. Thomas, Sr., died in November 17TO (Hudson, Lexington, v. 2., p. Le

16
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Thomas, Jr.'s, son-in-law, Samuel Hastings, inherited this land. Samuel
also bought 40 of Jacob Whittemore's 43 acres in 178k, which makes it
difficult to determine the location of Thomas, Jr.'s, land between Nelson

Road and present day Route 2A.8

In 1837 Thomas and Cliver Hastings sold 18% acres between the old and

new rcads to David Miller of Boéton.9 This land included both that

part of Whittemore's lend that was north of the new road and the land

that Thomes, Jr., inherited between the roads. In 1878 the administrators
of the estate of David Miller sold two pieces of land between the roads
to Martin Neville.lo The first piece contained 11 3/& acres of meadow,
nowing, and woodland and wes located principally in Lincoln and partly

in Lexington. It was bounded on the north by the old road, on the
southeast by the second parcel and a stone wall, on the south by the

new road, and on the southwest by George Nelson (the John Nelson house

lot). The other piece contained 8% acres of woodland, meadow, and pasture

8Bk. 80: 496. TFor the history of the Whittemore farm, see the Historlcal Data

Section of the Jacob Whittemore report. The 40 acres from the Whittemore farm
that was sold to Hastings in 178k was later cut in two by the new country road
(Route 2A) which was built about 1810. About 8 of the 40 acres was between
the old and new roads.

9Bk. 359: 258-I.

lOBk. 1h72: 182,

&



and was located principally in Lexington and partly in Lincoln. It was
bounded on the northeast by the old road, on the southeast by L. A. Saville,
on the south by the new road, and on the northwest by the first parcel

and a stone wall. The descriptions of these two lots do not coincide

with modern property lines. The following is a diagram of the 1878 bound-

aries compoared with mcdern property lines:ll

— nodern boundaries
— 1878 boundaries
_— Lincoln/Lexington line

nodern boundaries
1878 boundaries
Lincoln/Lexington line

Llme modern property lines are from the property data maps NHP-MM 200k B,
January, 1960 and NHP-MM 2009, May, 1962.

( L
)

77



The wall between the two lots probably marked the 18th century boundary
between Thomas, Jr.'s, land and Jacob Whittemore's 43 acres north of
what is now Route 2A. Traces of a wall remain and they are roughly in
line with the rangewcy wall that once existed across Lex.-T. This is
about the right place for a boundary between Nelson laad and the
Whittemore farm directly south of present-day Nelson Road. The 1738
bounds for the country road indicated that both Thomas Nelson's and
Whittemore's lands south of the road were directly opposite their lands

on the north side of the road.lg

If this wall, as seems likely, marked the boundary between Thomas, Jr.'s,
land and Whittemore's land between the roads, then Thomas' land in 1775
included L-5, L-6, most of L-4 and a small part of Lex. Z and Lex. Y.
Martin Nevill : sold the land between the roads to James M. and Henry P.

1
Neville in 1924, 3 The rest of the chain of title is as follows:

-6
T 16 Apr. 1930 James M. and Henry P. Neville Bk. 5462: 1481-2 with
to John C. Connors prior ref. to Bk. L772:
h18‘9 .
L Feb, 1939 John C. Connors to Ann F. Bk. 6279: 164 with
Connors prior ref, to Bk. 5462:
L81-2.
8 Oct. 1945 Ann F. Connors to John E. Bk. 6899: 57-8 with
and Una L. Walstrom pgior ref. to Bk, 6279:
164,

12This would mean that Thomas, Jr., in 1775 owned about 12 acres between
Nelson Road and Route 24,

3pk. h772:  418-9.



18 Feb. 1947 John E. and Una L. Wolstronm Bk. T131: 81 with prior

to Howard L. and Barbara U. ref. to Bk. 6899: 57-8.
Potter
21 #Fune 1954 Howard L. and Barbara U. Bk, 8278: L21 with prior
Potter to Alan D. and ref., to Bk. T131: 81.
Judith D, Crockett
11 Apr. 1963 Alan D. and Judith D. Bk. 10247: 540 with prior
Crockett to U. S. of ref. to Bk. 6899: 57-8.
Anerice
L-5
6 Sept. 1962 James M. and Marjorie J. Bk, 10185: 115 with no
Neville to U, S. of Anmerica prior ref.
L-k4 & Lex. Z
31 Dec. 1951 Mary A. and Delia M. Neville Bk. 7848: 96 with prior
to Carl R. and Barbara A, ref. to Bk. 4772: Uk18-9.
Benton
Lex., Y
1946 Air Force Access Road, Bk. 6945: LO1-T
Declaration of Talking (includes plen).

b. The Fiske Lot:

South of present-day Route 2\, Thomas, Jr., probably owned in 1775 &
plece of lend of about 18 acres which in the 19th century was celled the
Fiske lot. Thomas, Jr., probably inherited this land from his father
when the latter's estate was divided around 1770. We have no record of
when Thomas, Sr., acquired this lend. The first description we have of
the 1and is in 1836 when two of the sons of Samuel Hastings sold it to
Simon Francis and Joseph Gass, both of Boston.ll‘L It was described as

18 3/4 acres and 9 rods of woodland in Lincoln on the south side of the

lth. 357: k11,

¥



new road. It was bounded on the west by a town road leading to Asa
Spauldings (Mill St.) ond then ran on the land of Nelson S35E 42 rods
to & corner, then N61E 19 rcds to a corner, then 5323E 21 rods 12 links
to a corner by the peat meadow, and then ran on the land of Hastings
turning several small amgles 6T rods 39 links to the town way. In 1853
Sarah Francis, adninistrix of the estate of Simon Franeis, sold the
land to Henry Fisk of Lincoln and in 1866 Fiske sold it to @eorge
Nelson.ls In the 1866 deed the land was deseribed as beginning at the

16

NW corner and running southeasterly, southerly, southeasterly, and
southerly on the land of George Nelson and then in a westerly course

on the land of David Miller ond F. harrington.

The following study of the abutters of the Fiske lot helps establish
its location:

1) western abutter: The road to Asa Spauldings is probably

Mill Street.

2) northeastern sbutter: The land of Josish Nelson's heirs south

of Route 2A. The following is a comparison between the deeds

for the Fiske lot and Josish, Jr.'s, Home Lot:lT

15Bks. 64T: 51 and 9TT: U435.
l6Probably a nistake. The 1836 deed said that it ran northeasterly
(Bk. 357: W11).

17See Bk. 357: M1 for the Fiske lot. The deeds for the Home Lot are:
Stephen Patch, guardicn of Josieh Nelson, to Samuel Hartwell for the
western part of the Home Lot (Bk. 302: 100-2, dated 1827) and Stephen
Patch, guardian of Josish Nelson, to John Nelson for the eastern part
of Home Lot (Bk. 280: 91, dated 1827).

8o



Fiske Lot Home T.ot

S35E 42 rods Nelson S35L8 21 rods Hastingsl®

NA1E 19 rods Nelson NS8LE 28 rods 1k links Hactipgs™>
S303E 21 rods 12 links 8313E 27 rods 12 1links Hastings™©
Nelson

3) southeastern abutters:

1) Hastings was given as the southeastern abutter in 1837 and
David Miller in 1866. In 1837 George Miller of Boston bought 36
acres south of the new road (Route 2A) from Thomas and Oliver

Hastings, and in 1857 he sold it to David Miller, also of Boston.21

This 36 acre piece was the major portion of Jacob Whittemore's

18The difference of 21 rods can be explained by the fact that Hastings'

land beginning at Mill Street ran southeasterly slong the small piece

of Josiah, Jr., Center Lot that was east of Mill Street and along John's
pasture as well as along the western part of the Home Lot (Bks. 3(2:
100-2 and 357: Ull). See the report on the Josish Nelson Farm, Part III,
section (a).

19The distance that the Hame Lot ran northeasterly along the Fiske Lot
comes from subtracting the total distance (54 rods 20 links) that the
western part of the Home Lot ran along both the Fiske lot and the
eastern part of the Home Lot which John Nelson bought from the distance
(26 rods 6 1links) that John Nelson (the eastern part of the Hame Lot)
ran along Hartwell (the western part).

There is no explanation for the diserepancy of 2%9 and 9 rods 14 links
between the directions and distances given in the 1836 Hastings deed
and the 1827 deeds for the Hame Lot.

207me distonce given in the 1827 deed for the eastern part of the Home
Lot is about 6 rods longer than that given in the 1837 deed for the
Fiske lot. The Home Lot extended beyond the corner that the Fiske lot
made with the Home Lot and the "peat meadow'. See the corner that the

boundary between L-357 and L-359 mekes.

2lpke. 359: 261 and T64: 1436-T.



43 acres, most of which Semuel Hastings bought in 178h.22 In 1837 the

36 acres was bounded on the southwest by Spaulding and Harrington and on
the northwest by Thomas and Oliver Hastings {the Fiske lot) and the heirs
of Josish Nelson (the Home Lot).

2) Harrington as a southeastern abutter gives the most conclusive
evidence for the location of the Fiske lot. We have a camplete chain of
title for this piece of land from 1755 to the present. In 1755 Nehemich
Abbott sold 10 acres of upland and meadow in the east part of Lincoln to
Jacob Whittemore.23 It was bounded on the northwest 41 rods in a crooked
line by Thomas Nelson, on the southwest 35 rods in a crooked line by a
bridle way or Nehemiah Abbott, on the southeast 52 rods in a straight line
by Nehemizoh Abbott, and on the northeast by Whittemore 35 rods 6 ft. 6 inch.
in a straight line. From its description, it is clear that this 10 acre
piece was at the southwestern corner of Jaecb Whittemore's 43 acres.gh The

rest of the chain of title for the 10 acre Abbott meadow is:

1780 Jaccb Whittemore's will (#24796) -- to doughter Sarah, wife of
Moses Reed, 10 acre Abbott neadow

1780 Moses Reed to John Parkhurst (Bk. 122: 17-8)
1791 John Porkhurst to Amos Muzzy (Bk. 122: 22-3)

1824k  Amos Muzzy to Nathaniel Harrington (Bk. 262: 18L4-5)

22pk. 80: k96,

23k, 68: 545-6.

21’LSee Historic Structures Report, Part I on The Jacob Whittemore House,
Historical Data Section and the sbudy in the Park's files on Thomas Nelson's

20 acres.,

23
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1870 Franklin Horrington et al, heirs of Nath. Harrington, to
Samuel B. Rindge (Bk. 1249: 112)

1903 Sonmuel B. Rindge to Edgar French (Bk. 3043: 353-4)

1906 Edgar L. French to Charles R. Butcher (‘.Bk. 3231: 518)
L-349 (8 A)

1955 Charles R. Butcher to Geoffrey Bolton (Bk. 8642: 3kl)

1959 Geoffrey Bolton to Saul L. Meyers (Bx. 949T: 510)
L-350 (2.07 A)

1954  Charles R. Buteher to Ruth B. Prescott (Bk. 8260: 63)

1956 Ruth B. Prescott to Alfred B. Chinechia (Bk. 8818: 195)

1958 Alfred B. Chiacchia to Florenzo T. and Dorothy L.
Bvangelista (Bk. 9177: 588)

When the land was sold to Harrington in 182k, it was described as 10 acres
of mowing and woodland in Lincoln end bounded beginning at the north corner
and running westerly Il rods by the land of Samel Hastings (the Fiske lot),
then on the bridle way (probably Mill Street) to Nehemich Abbott's land,
then easterly by the wall to Sammel Hastings' land, ond then northerly

by Hostings' lend (the southern part of Whittemore's 43 acres) to the

first mentioned bounds.

Surmary:

Through the chain of title, we can definitely place the 10 acre Abbott

neadow in L-350 and L--?,)-L9.25 The list of its northeastern abutters --

2510921 Plan of lond of Charles R. Butcher

L-350 & 349: 1755 deed:
NW Nelson Bros. 648.8' W Thomas Nelson 676.5' (41 R)
SW Mill Street 60L’ SW bridle road 578.5' (35 R)
SE City of Camb. 85T.k4' SE Abbott 868' (52 R)
NE Martin Neville 567.6' NE Jacob Whittemore 584.75'

24 (35 R 6' ')
9.



Jacob Whittemore (1755), Bzekial Hall (1780), Sarwuel Hastings (1791,
1824) and Martin Neville (1921) -- make it clear that the land
northeast of it was Jacob Whittemore's 43 acres (L-358-359).
Likewise its northwestern abutters, Thomas Nelson k1 rods (1755),
Samuel Hastings 41 rods (182L), and Nelson Brothers (1921) are

consistent with the changes in ownership of the Fiske lot.

Having located the Fiske lot, we can conclude that in the late 18th
century Thomas, Jr., owned L-3kl through L-348, the southern part
of L-357, and perhaps a corner of L-3h0.26 These lots contain about

17 acres, Of these only L-340 is within the Park's boundaries.

A small portion of the Fisgke lot in the 19th century was west of

Mill Street. In 1836 Thomas and Oliver Hastings sold 4 cere 27 3/k
rods in Lincoln to Simon Francis and Joseph Gass shortly after they
bought the rest of the Fiske lot. It was described as "a long narrow
strip of land lying between the town way leading from great Country
road to Asa Spauldings and the lend of sd Spaulding and John Mulliken'

and it was bounded on the east by the town way and on the west by

26L--31+l through 1-346 belongs to W. Newton and Eleanor R. Nelson, as
does L-357. The chein of title for L-347 is: Nellle N. Nelson &
W. Newton Nelson to David and Eva Belle Holman (Bk. 5885: 385, 193k4),
Eva Belle Holman to Richard J. and Marion H. Nelson (Bk. 6748: 439,
1944), Richard J. and Marion H. Nelson to Henry J. Comey (Bk. 687kL:
331, 1945), and Illione W. Comey to William H. and Mary B. Ryan
(Bk. 9662: 2L47), The chain of title for L-348 is: J. Walter and
Charles C. Nelson to Charles R. Butcher (Bk. 5317: 321, 1922) and
Charles R. Butcher to Mildred Day (Bk. 9869: 165).



Spaulding and Mulliken.27 When the Fiske lot was sold to Henry Fiske
in 1853, the piece on the west side of Mill Street was described as "a
long narrow strip of woodland cut off from the first described parcel

[the rest of the Fiske lot/ by the town wey."2® In 1866 1t was sold

along with the rest of the Fiske lot to George Nelson.29 This piece

of the Fiske lot west of Mill Street probably includes L-336, L-337, L-338,
and small parts of L-327, L-326, and 1-325.30 A1l of these are out

of the Park.

¢. Barly Deeds for Fiske Lot

Thomas, Jr., inherited most of the Fiske lot from his father., Thomas,
Sr., probably owned this land as early as 1730 vhen he was given as
the western abutter of a 26 acre piece that Nehemiah Abbott sold to

Nathaniel Whittemore and which seens to be the southem part of Jaccb

27Bk. 359: 8, Mulliken's land was the western part of the Center Lot which

Tsane Mulliken bought in 1827. Both Isaac's father (1754-1840) and

brother (1783-1855) were named John (Hudson, Lexington, v. 2, p. Lh6),
2831:. 647: 5L. In November 1834 a cormittee appointed to view the bridle-
way between Mr. Asa Spauldings and the North County Road (Route 24)
reported to the town meeting that, "...the way as now travelled deviates
fron the bridleway as first established, and by so doing passes through
the land of Mr. Jomes Hastings, leaving about two rods in width and
forty rods in length on the west side of the road as now travelled.”
Lincoln Teen Records, Bk. 2, p. 309.

298k, 977: 435. In the 1866 deed (in which the entire Fiske lot was described
as one picce) the small piece west of the road ran westerly by the heirs
of Aso Spaulding ond then northwesterly by said heirs and George Nelson
(the Center Lot%.

30George Nelson owned both the Center Lot and the Fiske lot in the late
19th century. The combined lots were cut up into new lots.

2o
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Whittenore's 43 acres. In 1755 Thomas, Sr., was given as the north-
western abutter of the Abbott meadow (L-349 and 350) and as the north-
eastern and northwestern abutter of a 1 3/# acre piece which was probably

at the southwestern corner of Jacob's 43 acres.32

Thomas, Jr., bought the rest of the Fiske Lot (about 5% acres) from
Nathaniel Whittemore, Jr., in 1757 and 1768.33 The first piece was
described as 3 acres 87 rods of woodland bounded on the west by a
highway from a heap of stones to a pine tree marked and thence to a heap
of stones on a rock, on'the north by land set off to Abigail Mead, widow
of Nathaniel Whittemore, Sr., and on the southeast by a rangeway. The
piece sold in 1768 (which the deed says is the "vhole of the land
‘belonging to the sd Nathaniel Whittemore cn the Ely side of sd highway' )
was described os 2 acres of upland in Lincoln and bounded on the west

by a highway, on the south by Thomas, Jr.'s, land (the 3 acres 87 rods),

and then on Daniel Brown's land till it comes to the highway first mentioned.3'

31See the study in the Park's files on Thomas Nelson's 20 acres.

32rpia.

33Bks. 64: 32-3 and 8k: L499-500.
31*'The rangeway was probably the same onc that was the southeastern abutter
of the land that the Whittemores sold to Josich Nelson on the west side
of the highway. A rangeway was the southeastern abutter of the 35 acre
piece near the Concord/Lexington line that Nathaniel Whittenmore, Sr.,
bought in 1720 (Bk. 2k: 340). The highway is probably Mill Street.

2
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, We-have a good eha:.n oi’ ti‘ble buck’ to 1716 for the hOuse that Tabitha
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Nelson owned and occupied in 1775 “In April of 1716 Phillip Goodwin of -
I
Lexing‘con sold 30 acres in- Lexington with mansion house and barn to John »
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g 'Ih -1722, ‘Themas’ Cutler, Jr., 5014 ;30. acres of uplond and meodow in
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% Lexington*with a, dwelling house and ba:m to. Samuel Ames of Andover. ¥ The

description of this land 1s very” simllar to that “of 'bhe 30 acre house lot
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lBk. 18:. 255-6 S

2Jl!'fs.ssk':s land in.Lek. U on the property datc, map, NHP-MM 200k B, January- .
1960 Matthew Hobbs owmed 18 acres in Léxington which he bought from his
“Pather Josish in 1T14/35, ond most of which I believe was south of the
‘country. road’ (Bk.. 3L::~265-6). Part -of the 30 acre house lot was also south
“ of the road.in 1716 and it was probqbly this port south ‘of the-rond that
_abutted.on Hobbs' land. On April- 5; 1716 (the, same day that Goodwin sold

-

° the 30 acres to Edwards; Hobbs sold his land, described as 20.acres, to

_Edwards (Bk! 18: 256-T). As for the two southwestern sbutters: In 1716
" ‘Sherebiah Kibby owned 30 acres on. both sides of the country road, which

_ was part_ of a 50 sere piece that he’ bought from Semuel Angler of Watertown
" in 1700, ‘and Christopher Mudgin owned 10 acres on the north side of the,
road which he, had bought fram Phillip Goodwin in i701/2 (Bks. 18: 581 and
26: "143-L),  Mudgin's 10 acres was the’ southern _part of:the land that

L3

_THerids Nelson, Jr., bought in 1746 (Bk. k46: 192-3).; See the report on the- .-

; ‘Jdsiah Nelson Farm, Part I, section (2). and the studies in the Park's .,
files on ‘the edrly deeds for Nelson land and -Thomas Nelson's 20 acres.
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that Goodwin sold to Edwards in 1716. The only difference is that in
1722 the land was bounded on the southeast by a rangeway and on the south
by the country road rather than on the southeast by a rangeway and
Matthew Hobbs' land.5 It is probable that Cutler bought the 30 acres
from Dldwards sometime between 1716 and 1722, although no deed was recorded

6

for such a sale.

In 1724/5 Ames scld the 30 acres of meadow and upland, again with dwelling
house and barn, to Thomas Nelson of Lexing’con.T There was one relatively
unimportant change in the description, i.e., Sherebiah Kibby was omitted

as a southwestern sbutter. The country road on the south, Mudgin's land

PThe change in the description probobly means that the piece of the house
1ot that was south of the road in 1716 had been forgotten or merged with
the 20 acre piece that Edwards bought from Matthew Hobbs in 1714/5 and
which was probably south of the road. Cutler owned the land south of
the road at this time (see fn. #6).

6Along with the 30 acres, Cutler also sold a 20 acre piece south of the
country road to Ames (Bk. 20:666). This was probobly the 20 acre plece
that Matthew Hobbs sold to Edwards in 1716 although, as 1n the case of
the 30 acres, no deed was recorded for the gale to Cutler (Bk. 18: 256—7).
The descriptions are very similar (see the study on Thomas Nelson's 20
acres in the Park's files). Thus it seems that Cutler bought both pieces
of Edwards' land and sold them to Ames. Edwards has been run down as
grantor and Cutler as grantee in the Grantor-Grantee Index ot the Middlesex
Registry of Deeds with no results. .

-3

Bk, 27: 366~7. Thomas Nelson was born about 1688 at Rowley, Mass. He
married Tabitha Hobbs at Charlestown fLn March 1715/16. His first children
(twins) were born in Lexington in December 1721. Hudson, Lexington, v.2,
pp. 490-1. In March 1720/1, his father-in-law, Josiah Hobbs of Lexington,
sold all his lond in Lexington with his house and barn to Thomas (Bk. 27:
635-T). In this deed Thomas was described as of Lexington, so he must
have been living in Lexington, perhaps with his in-laws, by early 1721,
The lot of land containing the house and barn was probably in north
Lexington near the Woburn line (but the evidence for this needs to be
checked more thoroughly). We have no record of when or to vhom Thomas
sold this land, but it was probably sold by 1730. There is no record of
The Nelson family owning land in north Lexington in the late 18th century.
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on the southwest, and Fisk's land on the northeast help plan Thomas, <;
Sr.'s, house lot. Mudgin's land later became the site of the Josiah

and Thomas Nelson, Jr., house lots, and Fisk's land is Lex.U.

b. Tabitha Nelson's land in 1775:

Thomas, Sr., died in November 1770 but no will or other probate material

was filed for him. There is consequently no record of exactly how his
estate was divided among his heirs.9 But, for the evidence in deeds

and tax records, it is clesr that his wmarried daughter Tabitha received
his house and barn and a good part of his house lot.lo After her death <
in 1778, 8 acres of her land in Lincoln and Lexington with "the east end

of the Barn to the middel of the floor on ssid land" were quitclaimed to
her brother Josiah.ll The deed makes it clear that this was only part of

her land. It ran southeasterly along the country road, northeasterly

85ce the reports on the Josish Nelson Famm, Part I, sections (a) and (b)
and on the Thomas Nelson, Jr., Farnm, Part I. Also see the chain of title
for Lex. U in the Park's files.

9Th0mas, Sr., had three children--twins, Thomas, Jr., and Tabitha, born 1in
December 1721 and & son Josioh born in September 1726. Hudson, Lexington,
v. 2, p. 491, :

101 1771 Tabitha was assessed for a dwelling house in Lexington. In
1770 Thomas, Jr., sold "the dwelling house late of Tabitha Nelson of
Lexington decd" to Sarmel Hastings and 8 acres of Tabitha's land with
the east end of the barn to Josiah. For the approximate amount of land
that she owned see fn. #13.

Llpxk, 3943: U45-6. The date of the deed is February 3, 1779. Tabitha
died in October 1778 (Hudson, Lexington, v. 2, p. 491).

2
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i2
on a rangeway, northwesterly by Benjamin Fisk's land, westerly <
\—
{j@h{gggh the barn acress Tabitha's other land, and then southerly by Thomas
Nelson, Jr.'s, land to the road.}3 The change in direction from north-
west to west indicates that the 8 acres did not follow Lex. U all the
vay to the rangeway, as the entire 30 acre house lot did in earlier

deeds. The barn was on the new property line between the 8 acres and

the rest of Tabitha's land which, as later deeds show, went to Thomas, Jr.

c. Later History

In discussing the later history of the 8 acres, I will first trace the
chain of title down to the present day for each of the pieces quitclaimed
to Josiah's heirs and then relate them to existing walls and other

boundary markers.

127ne rangeway is the same rangeway thut was the southeastern abutter of
Thomas, Sr.'s, house lot when he bought it in 1724/5 (Bk. 27: 366-T). Ben-
jamin Fisk's land is Lex. 8. David Fisk was a northeastern abutter of
Thomas, Sr.'s, house lot in 1724/5. In 1728/9 David Fisk sold his whole
estate to his son Ebenezer. Included in this was a 9 acre piece in
Lexington bounded on the southwest by Thomas Nelson, on the northeast
by Nathaniel Whittemore, and elsevwhere by rangeways (Bk. 29: 487-8).
The 1785 inventory of Ebenezer's son Benjemin (probate #7554) includes a
10 acre woodlot in Lexington bounded on the south by Thomas and Josigh
Nelson. .

13Mme fact that the deed says "part’ of the real estate of Tabitha and that
the 8 acres ran westerly across the rest of her land indicates that she
owned other land from her father's house lot. Of the 8 acres in Lexington
and Lincoln that Josiah received in 1779, only a small part, perhaps less
than an acre, was in Lincoln. We may, therefore, assume that about 6
or 7 of the 8 acres were in Lexington. According to the Lincaln tax
records, Tabitha also owned abcut 4 acres in Lincoln (but the Lincoln
lists in the 1770's did not include wood or wunimproved land). This
would give Tabitha, at a minimum, 10 or 11 acres from her. father's house
lot in Lexingbton and Lincoln. For any land that Thomas, Jr., may have
received from his father's house lct at the time that his estate was
divided (eca. 1770) see the report on the Thomas Nelson, Jr., Farm,

Part I.
P



In the 1818 division of Josish's estate, Sarah and Elizabeth Nelson
received a 5 acre woodlot in Lexington. It ran northeasterly from the
old road by a wall and the land of John Muzzey (in 1779 the rangeway),
then northwesterly by the land of the widow Williams (Lex. U), then
westerly by a wall and the land of Samuel Hastings, and then southerly
to a stake and stones at the old road.ll‘L In 1832, after the death of
Elizabeth, the 5 acre woodlot was guitclaimed to Sarah.1® The only
change in the description was that Jomes Hastings instead of Sermuel was

16

given as the northern abutter.

Tn 1833 Sarah sold the eastern part of her 5 acre woodlot to Josiah
Nelson, Jr. 1T Beginning at the old road it ran northerly about 28 rods
by the land of the heirs of John Muzzey, westerly in a straight line about

19 rods by the land of Rev, Avery Willioms (Lex. U) to the corner of

1hpe, 3943: 4k, Samuel Hastings inherited Thomas Nelson, Jr.'s, lands in
Lincoln ond Lexington. Although not mentioned in the 1818 deed, the 5
acre woodlot ran southerly by the piece of mowing land that Joshua Nelson
received in the 1818 division (see Bks. 439: 328-30 and 469: 371). The
old road is present-day Nelson Road.

15Bk. 337: 161. Elizabeth Nelson died January L, 1832 (Hudson, Lexington
’ y ZEXINELOn,
V. 2, p. 491). The deed to Sarah is dated August 2, 1832,

16James Hostings (1797-1869) was the son of Samuel and Lydia (Nelson).

Although his father did not die until 183k, James was assessed for the
entire Hastings farm beginning in 1821 (Hudson, Lexington, v. 2, D. 294),

1Tpk, hsh: 365-6.
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Sarah Nelson's wall, southerly by her land and the wall about 30 rods
to the old road, and then easterly about T rods along the old road. The
1835 inventory of Josiah, Jr.'s, estate listed him as owning a woodlot of
sbout 2 acres in Lexington.18 In 1846 the heirs of Josiah, Jr., sold
2 acres 25 rods in Lexington to William Whitney and Daniel Lawrence, both
of Concord.l9 The directions and abutters are the same as in the 1833
deed. The only change is the reduction of acreage from 3 acres to 2
acres 25 rods. The chain of title, which is complete down to the present
day, clearly shows that the eastern part of Sarsh and Elizabeth's 5 acre
woodlot is Lex. T.2O The following is a brief chain of title for Lex. T:
7 Dec. 1850 Sarah Whitney & Mary B. Lawrence Bk. T95: 156 with prior
to Samuel Houghton, trustee of ref. to Bk. 545: 343-5.
John Crowley.

31 May 1858 Semuel Houghton to John Crowley Bk. 795: 159-60 with
prior ref. to Bk. T95:

156.

7 Apr. 1871  John Crowley to James Maloney Bk. 1154: 57hk-5 with
prior ref. to Bk. T95:
159-60,

ngosiah Nelson probate #15789.

195k 545:  343-5, The grantors were Ana Nelson, Josieh, Jr.'s, widow,
Avery W. Nelson, hisson, and Joseph N. Hoar, guardian of Martha A, Hoar,
Josieh, Jr.'s, grandaughter., Foster, (ed.), Lincoln Vital Records,
p. 57 and Martha A. Hoar probate #34318 (18L6).

20ygp-MM 200k B, January 1960, That is, it is Lex. T. less 3/k acre on the
east side of Lex., T. acquired in 1863 by John Crowley fram Reuben Kingsbury

(Bk. 913: 156-T).
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2k Apr. 1875 Estate of James Meloney to Wm. H. Bk. 1346: 95-6 with
Anderson prior ref. to mortgage
deed James Maloney to
John Crowley Bk. 115k4:
sl

24 Apr. 1875 Wn. H. Anderson to John Maloney Bk, 1346: 97 with ref.
to Bk. 1154: 5Th-5.

10 May 1876 John Maloney to Richard B. Bk, 1394: 257 with prior
Whelpley ref. to Bk. 1346: 97T.

3 Nov. 1877 Richard B. Whelpley to John Bk. 1455: 33-k4 with prior
Lennon ref. to 1394: 257.

30 Apr. 1925 John Lennon to Mary E. Brenton Bk, 4381L: 167-8 with prior
ref. to Bk. 1455: 33-4.

16 Feb. 1949 Mary E. & Walter Brenton Bk. T511: 19 no prior ref.
to Ann C. Sweet

3 June 1963 Ann €. Sweet to U, S. of Bk. 10281: 594 with prior
America ref. to Bk. T511: 19.

Sarah Nelson sold the western part of her 5 acre woodlot described as 3
acres 83 rods of woodland in the westerly part of Lexington to her nephew
George Nelson in 1844.%* It ren southeasterly by the old road, north-
easterly by Avery Nelson (Lex. T), northwesterly by the heirs of Avery

Williems (Lex. U), end southerly by Miller's land to the old road. 2

2lpk. 459: 547. The grantors in this deed were Sarsh and John Nelson. On
the same day Serch and the other heirs of Joshua Nelson (who died in 1842)
had sold land from his estate to John (Bk. 459: 6h9), Besides the western
part of Sarah's wocdlot, the deed to George also sold hin the land from
Joshua's estate that John had just bought. This explains vwhy John was a
party to the deed selling Sareh's land.

223k. 459: 547, David Miller bought Joshua Nelson's piece of mowing land on
Decerber 19, 184k, the saome day that Sarah sold the western part of her
5 acre woodlot to George (Bk. 469: 3T1).



Tn 1866, George Nelson sold the western part of the woodlot to David
Miller of Bos’con.23 There were two changes in abutters: John Crowley,
who bought Lex. T. in 1850, for Avery Nelson and Samuel Chandler, who

bought Lex. U in 1849, for Avery Williams.ah

In the 1818 division, Joshua Nelson received a piece of mowing land of
nearly 3 acres in Lexington end Lincoln.25 It ran northerly from the old
road by Sarah and Elizabeth's 5 acre woodlot and then westerly and southerly
by a wall and the land of Semuel Hastings to the old road.26 In 18k

the heirs of Joshua sold the land, then deseribed as 2 acres 119 rods, to
David Miller of Boston, the same man who bought the western part of the

5 acre pasture in 1866.°7

23pk, 977: 126.

2hpys, 566: 208-9 and 795: 159-60. David Miller corbined the western part
of the 5 acre woodlot with Joshua's plece of nmowing lend, and no traces
of the boundary between these two pieces remain. Therefore, the later
chain of title for these two pieces will be considered together.

258k, 439: 328-30. The 1818 deed described it as a 3 acre piece of mowing
1and.  An 1844 deed for the same land described it as 2 acres 119 rods

(Bk. 469: 3T71).
26Hastings {nherited Thomas Nelson, Jr.'s, land in Lexington and Lincoln.

2Tpk. 469: 37l. The only important ehange in the sbutters is that it was
bounded on the north and west by Miller who bought the Nelson-Hastings house
1ot in 1837 (Bk. 359: 259).



In 1878 the administrators of the estate of David Miller sold the western
part of Sarsh and Elizabeth's 5 acre wocdlot and Joshua's piece of mowing
land, along with the 13 acre Nelson-Hastings house lot, to Martin
Neville.28 In 1939 James M. and Henry P. Neville cut Lex. V out as a
separate piece and sold it to Edward J. Lermon.? The U. S. Government
bought Lex. V from the Lemmon's in 1959 and Lex. W from the Nevilles in

30

19€62. The title to Lex. X was transferred to the Park Service by the

Air Porce in Decerber l96’+.31

Four of the boundaries of Tabitha's 8 acres can be located with a good
deal of certainty. The first is the old country road which is present-
day Nelson Road and Marrett Street. All of the deeds mention that her
land ran southeasterly along the country road. Beginning a little west
of the Lincoln/Lexington line Nelson Road does curve over a small hill

end runs southeasterly past Lex. W, ¥, T, etc. The second boundary 1is

28Bk. 1472: 182. The piece as a whole was described as 22 acres in Lexington
and gincoln on the north side of the old country road (present-day Nelson
Road).

298k, 6332: 536. In 1924 Martin Neville sold the entire 22 acres to
Jemes M. and Henry P. Neville (Bk. W772: 118-9).

30pks, 8222: 359 and 10082: 93.

3lpransfer of title and acceptance by letter of 16 December 196L.
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the old rangewny, which once existed between the southeastern end of the
30 acre house lot that Thomas Nelson, Sr., bought in 172h/5 and the
Whittemore, later Muzzy, homestead.32 The next fixed boundary is Lex. U,
vhieh has been traced back to Fisk ownership in the early 18th century.33
The fourth fixed boundary is a wall which runs southwesterly from the wall
along Lex. U.BA This wall is northwest of Lex. X, W, V, and T and is
outside the Park's boundaries. It is probably the boundary line, nentioned
in the 1779 deed, between the 8 acres which Josiaoh received and the rest

of Tabitha's land which as the 19th century deeds show was owned in the
late 18th century by Thomas Nelson, Jr., and was left by him to Samuel

Hastings.3? The Tobitha Nelson barn was located on this line in 1779.

32This rangeway ren northeasterly across the southvastern corner of Lex. T
dividing the western part of the 8 acres from th: 3/4's acre that John
Crovley bought in 1863 from Reuben Kingsbury ond which was part of the
0ld Whittemore homestend. Crowley ccmbined the western part of the 8
acres with the 3/4's acre plece to form Lex. T (Bks. 913: 156-T and 115k:
574-5). The rangeway wall along this line no longer exists.

338eec the chain of title for Lex. U in the Park's files.

345ee tne 1938 Lexington topographical map, a copy of which is in the
Park's files,

35The present wall definitely runs in a southwesterly direction from Lex. U.
The 1779 deed said that the 8 acres ran northwesterly along Fisk's land
(Lex. U) and then westerly, not southwesterly, across Tabitha's (later
Thomas, Jr.'s,) land. But according to an 1866 deed the eastern part of
Sarsh and Elizabeth's woodlot ran northwesterly by Lex. U and then
southwesterly by Miller's land (i.e. the land that Thomas, Jr., received
from Tabitha's estate). See Bk. 977: 126,




36

And her house may have been located near this line. The wall itself

probably dates from about 1779.37

A11 traces of the original boundary along the west side of the 8 acres
have been destroyed. It is, therefore, impossible to locate it exactly.
According to the 1779 deed the 8 acres, after running westerly across
Tabitha's land, ran southerly by Thomas, Jr.'s, land to the country road.
The fact that the deed mokes a distinction between Tabitha's other land
(N\W abutter) and Thomas, Jr.'s, land (W abutter), seems to indicate that
Thomas, Jr., owned the land to the west of the 8 acres before 1779, l.e.
that 1t was not land that he received when Tabitha's estate was divided.38

Assuming this, Thomas, Jr., must have acquired the land west of the 8

acres in one of two ways: (1) it was part of his original house lot, or

36An early 20th century sketch by George A. Nelson places the site of the
house of Thomas Nelson, Sr., (in 1775 Tabitha Nelson) in Lexington (near
the town line) and some distance from present-day Nelson Road (MIMA 62-
122, dated 1902). The site of the house could still be seen in the early
20th century, In its notes on illustrations the Account of the Celebration
by the Town of Lincoln, Massachusetts, (Lincoln, 1905) says, 'The first
Nelson house was built in the vesterly part of Lexington early in the
eighteenth century by Thomas Nelson, who came from Rowley. Only the cellar
hole filled with field stones now remains to mark the site...". (P. 219).

37Tabitha also owned land northwest of this wall. We do not know how rmuch
she owned or whether it extended as far north as the rangeway which the
original northwestern boundary of the house lot when her father bought it in
172h/5. But this is unirmportant since this land is outside the Park's
boundaries.

38No deeds to Thomas, Jr., for land fraa Tebitha's estate were recorded. But
from later deeds it is clear that he received all of Tobitha's land other
than the 8 acres that went to Josieh (See especially Bk. 359: 259 for the 1.
acre Nelson-Hastings house lot).



(2) he received some land adjacent to his father's house lot when the
latter's land was divided about 1770.39 But regardless of how he
acquired it, the important thing here is that the 1779 boundary between
Josiah's 8 acres and Thomas, Jr.'s, land was probably the 1775 boundary

between Tabitha's and Thomas, Jr.'s, lands along this line.ho

Now our probleh is to find the approximate location of this boundary. In
1818 e wall existed between Joshua's piece of mowing land, which was the
eastern part of the 8 acres, and Hastings' land, but this has since
d:i.sza.ppeza.::'ed.!"'l A 1945 plan shows that the well that runs southwesterly
from Lex. U once extended to a ditch about 240' from the Neville house.he
This ditch then ran southerly from the wall to Nelson Road. If the wall
was not disturbed prior to l9h5, this ditch may have been the 1779 and

1818 western boundary of the 8 acres. However, there was no mention of

39For a discussion of these two possibilities see the report on the Thomas
Nelson, Jr., Farm, Part I.

hQAnd this is the only part of the boundary between their lands that is
within the Park's boundaries.

thhis wall was destroyed before the access road to Hanscom Air Force Base
was built, DBut the access road probably covers the site of the boundary.

hzThis was before the western end of the wall and the ditch were destroyed
by the Air Force access road., See the Plan and Profile of the Proposed
State Highway (5 December 19%5). The Neville house is on the site of
the Thomas Nelson, Jr., house.



a ditch along the western boundary of the 8 acres in the 1779, 1818, or
later deeds. But there is some evidence that in the early 18th century a
ditch existed along the boundary between what became Thomas, Jr.'s, house
lot and Thomas, Sr.'s, house lot. If this ditch was the 1779 western
boundary of the 8 acres, it probably also marked the 1775 boundary between

43

Tabitha's and Thomas, Jr.'s, lands.

Y3There is, of course, no way of proving this 18th century ditch is the
same one that is shown on the 1945 plan. See the report on the Thomas
Nelson, Jr., Farm, Part I.
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Appendix A.

The two narrow strips of land that Josiaoh Nelson bought on the eastern

side of his house lot in 1767 fram his father and brother 1 can be traced
down to the present time and help establish the position of both the

Thomas, Jr., end Sr.,-house lots and the eastern boundary of the Josiah Nelson

house lot.

In 1818 the eastern boundary of the Josiah Nelson house lot ran northerly
from the old road by the land of Samuel Hastings (the Thomas, Jr., house
lot) to a watering place. An 184k deed for the house lot deseribed the
eastern boundary as going around the watering place.2 Nineteenth century
sketches of the Nelson farm show the boundnry of the house lot as going
around a pond.3 A 1941 plan of Nelson land shows o narrow strip of land

on the eastern side of the house 1ot.h Parcel A runs northerly by James P.
and Henry Neville (Thomas, Jr., house lot) and then runs easterly 65.65' and
then runs northessterly again. Another wall runs parallel to the 65.65'

wall i.e.

g
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e,
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lpk, 3943: 41 and k2.

21818 quitclaim deed to Joshua Nelson Bk. 439: 328-30. 18k4 deed John Nelson
et al to Houghton and Brown Bk. 455: 118~20,

3From the Nelson Papers.
l’fl’].an by Rowland H. Barnes & Co. 21 April l9h1, Bk, T032: 552, Parcel A.
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65.65' is about Ut rods, which was the length of.the strip of land that
Thomas, Jr., sold to Josiah in 1767. The Air Forece topographical map

shows the whole strip:

Air Force qul5 1767 deeds
Lo' wide 33! (2 rods) wide
165' long 148.5' (9 rods) long

Y ALY

,oomﬂgo o omaoau-vg

The wall that runs along the northern boundary of L-l and the western

boundary of L-1, L-2, and L-3 marks part of the eastern boundary of the

Josiah Nelson house 1ot.16

Lorurther breakdown of topographical mep measurements: 1) across Thomas, Jr.,
house 1ot about TO' (1767 4 rods or €6') and 2) across corner of Thamas,
Sr., house lot sbout 90' (1767 5 rods 81.5'). Secale 1" = Lo',

165ce Thomes Nelson, Jr., Farm.



Appendix B.
In the mid-18th century, Josioh Nelson owned about 55 acres west of
present day Mill Street, all of which is outside the Park's boundaries.

A description of that land and its chain of title follows:

Tn Noverber 1767 Thomas Nelson, Sr., sold two lots in Lincoln to his son
Josiah.l The first lot was southwest of the land that the Whittemores'
sold to Josiah in the lTGO's.2 Tt comtained about 32 acres3 of pasture,
wood, and swamp lend and was bounded on the southeast by a rangeway, on
the southwest by Josiah Nelson and Aaron Brooks, on the northwest by
Brooks and Ephraim Hartwell, and on the northeast by Hartwell and

Josiah Nelson. Brooks' land, which formed part of the southwestern and
northwestern boundary of the 32 acres, was a 56 ocre piece sold to him
in 1750 by Joel Whittemore.h In that deed the 56 acres ran southwesterly
along the Lexington/Concord line for 112 rods and then southeasterly

8 rods, southwesterly 20 rods, ond northwesterly 1k rods on "Mr. Nelson's"

land, with a ditch as the boundary between Nelson's and Brooks' land on

1Bk, 3943: bLi-2.
23ee the report on the Josish Nelson Farm, Part II, section (a).

3The screage given in the deed was 32 acres 50 rods (Bk. 3943: h1-2).
th. 55: 170. Benjemin Whittemore's heirs, of which Joel Whittemore was
one, bought 18 acres from Ephraim Flint in 1735. The Concord/Lexington
line ran through the land, and it was bounded on the east and partly on
the south by Thanas Nelson. This may have been the southern part of
the 56 acres (Bk. Lb: 78-9).
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the last two lines.5 The Lexington/Concord line thus formed the
dboundary between Brooks' and Nelson's land along the entire 112 rod
line, as given in the 1750 Brooks' deed.6 Ephraim Hartwell's land
was the northeastern abutter of Brooks' 56 aéres and a northwestern

abutter of Josiah's 32 acres.(

Nineteenth century descriptions of Nelson and Brooks land confirm that
Nelson was the abutter along the entire eastern line of the Aaron Broocks
farm.8 Thomas and Joseph Brooks, the sons of Aaron Brooks, were given as
the northwestern sbutter of Josich Nelson's land west of Mill Street in

the 1818 division of his estate.? In the 1833 deseription of Thomas Brooks'

°The 112 rods or 1848' along the Concord/Lexington line in the 1750 deed
measures almost perfectly with the distance L-320 runs southwesterly along
I-312 (1786.99'). The other distances are a good deal less satisfactory:

1750 deed 1953 Plan of Nelson Land (Bk. 8515: L1}
run SW 112 R (1848') Conec/Lex. run SW 1786.99' along Elmer A, Bean
line
" SE 8 R (132') Mr. Nelson " SE 204,74 " and a wall
" SW 20 R by Nelson & ditch (330') " SW 268 "
" Iﬂtlg R (231') by Nelson & large " NW T8! " and a diteh
C

6Thomas Nelson, Sr., sold the 32 acres to Josiah in 1767, after the town of
Lincoln was established, so the Concord/Lexington line would not have been
mentioned as a boundary in the deed for this land. Generally, after 175k,
the deeds do not mention the old town line as a boundary marker. Instead,
the owner of the land on the other side of the line would be given as the
abutter. Likewise, before 1754, the old town line, and not the owner of
the land anthe other side of it, was usually given as the abutter. This
explains why the 1750 deed for Brooks' 56 acres 41d not mention Nelson

as an abutter along the 112 rod line and why the 1767 deed for Josiah's
32 acres gave Brooks, and not the old town line, as the abutter along
this line.

-
e
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estate, Samuel Hastings and the heirs of Josish Nelson were given

as the abutters of the Broocks farm along its entire eastern line,

and Samuel Hartwell, who inherited his father's land in 1786, was

given as a northern abutter.lo When the Aaron Brooks farm was sold

to @sorge N. and Abbie E. Bean in 1888 the eastern abutters, coming
south from the ceuntry road, were S. H. Peirce (Hartwell land), George
Nelson, George B. Rice (formerly Nelson lend, see below), and George
Nelson to the corner of the ditches.ll The old Aaron Brooks farm en the
Miller-Nylander map is L-312.12 The eastern sbutters of L-312 are L-320,
L-321, and a 14.5 acre lot. L-320 is owned by W. Newton and Eleanor R.
Nelson and both L-321 and the 14.5 amcre lot can be traced back to

Nelson ownership in the 19th century.l3

7For Hartwell's land see the report on the Josiah Nelson Farm, Part II,
section (a).

8The entire Aaron Brooks farm contained about 100 acres, including land
south of the 56 acres that Joel Whittemore sold to Aaron Brooks in 1750
(Bk. 55: 170). This land south of the 56 acres was abutted on the east
by land that Josish Nelson bought in 1748 from Ephraim Flinmt (Bk. 6k: 26).
In the 19th century the northern part of the Flint meadow was owned by
Joshua and John Nelson and the southern part by the heirs of Samuel
Hastings (Hastings inherited from Thomas Nelson, Jr., who bought the
southern part of the Flint meadow froem Josish in 1755--Bk. 6L:  30-2).

9paron Brooks (1725-1811) married Mary Stone in 1755. Thomas was born

in 1767 and Joseph in 1773 (Foster, ed.), Lincoln Vital Records, pp. 24
and 27). Aaron Brooks deeded his land to his sons Thomas and Joseph in
1806 (Bk. 111: 344). In 1827 Joseph sold his rights in the farm to Thomes
(Bk. 27h: 104).

10m) omes Brooks probate #2911 (1833) and Ephraim Hartwell probate #0560
(1786).

lpk. 1846: 557-8 dated May 1, 1888.

lQNHP-MN 2009, May 1962. Joseph Ricci et al bought the Aaron Brooks farm
from the heirs of G. N. Bean in 1963 (Bks. T871l: 245 and T76T: 360).

13sce p. 6.
3
206



The 32 acres was probably divided into two pieces in the 1818 division of
Josiah's estate--20 acres of mowing and woodland quit-claimed to Joshua

and 13 acres of woodland (the "meadow lot") quit-cleimed to Josiah, Jr.lh

After Joshua's death in 1842, the 20 acre lot was sold to Samucl A. Houghton
and Joseph B. Brown, end in 1849 they sold it back to John Nelson.l5 In the
1818 description the 20 acres was bounded on the nertheast by a wall, and
the land of Josdek Nelsen (the Center Lot), and the land of Samuel Hartwell.
The 184l deed gave John Nelson, who had bought the southwestern part of
Josiah's Center Lot in 1827, and the heirs of Samuel Hartwell as the
northeastern ahutters.l6 The southeastern abutter of the 20 acres in

1818 and 1844 was a rangeway.17 The Brooks were the northwestern abutters

in 1848, and 18&&.18

Thpys, k39: 328-30 and 271: 398-400. Josiah, Jr.'s, 13 acre piece was first
referred to as the "meadow let" in 1826 (Josiah Nelson probate #15788).

157ohn Nelson et al to Samuel A. Houghton and Joseph D. Brow., dated 19
December 184L (Bk. 455: 118-20). The acreage was given in this deed as
21 acres 148 rods. Joseph D. Brown and Samuel A. Houghton to John Nelsonm,
dated 22 November 1849 (Bk. 597: 16). The two deeds give the same descriptio
of the land.

160he wall was omitted in the 18kk description of Jeshua's 20 acres and also
in the 1827 description of the couthwestern part of the Center Lot. But a
wall was given along this line in the 1818 deeds for both the Center Lot and
Joshua's 20 acres. For Jeosiah, Jr.'s, Center Lot, see the report on the
Josiah Nelson Farm, Part II, section (b).

1T rangevay was also given as the southeastern abutter cf the Center Lot,
vhich was directly northeast of Joshua's 20 acres, in 1818, 1827, and
1860. See the report on the Josiah Nelson Farm, Part II, section (b).

18There was a fence along the northwestern boundary in 1818 but not in 18LkL.



A1l of these, plus Nelson 1and =s the southwestern abutter,19 indicete
thet Joshus's 20 acres were the northern psrt of the 32 scres sold to

Joshish by his father in 1767.

Most of Josish, Jr.'s, lesnd wes sold in 1827 in order to pay his debts.
His gusrdisn, Stephen Patch, probsbly sold the 13 »cre "me~dow lot’ in
two pieces--9 ~cres il rods of woodlsnd to Iseac Mulliken end sbout 3

~cres of merdov 1lend, which wrs probebly sold to Leonerd Ho¢rq20 In 1869 ti

l9Josiah, Jr.'s, "meadow lot".
2OThere is no deed for the sale to Hoar. Nor is there any record of him
selling the land, but in 1871 Henry Fiske scld 2 acres 9Lk rods of meadcw

in Lincoln to Ceorge B, Rice (Bk. 1376: 523). It ran S343W 13 rods by tt
land of Themas Brooks (the same angle--S34sW--that Mulliken's 9 acre+
piece, which was the northern part of the "meadow lot", ran along Brooks'
lend), then due south 145 rods tc a ditch, then en the ditch by several
angles to land formerly owned by Isaac Mulliken, then on land formerly
Mulliken's (purchased by @eerge B, Rice from Mulliken's heirs in 1860)

31 rods te the beginning. A ditch had marked the southwestern and south~
eastern beundaries of Josish, Jr.'s, “meadow lot" in 1818, In the 1827 desd
Mulliken's 9 acres+ ran southerly 31 rods on the land of Leenard Hoar. '

The eastern abutters of the Brooks farm in 1833; coming south from Samuel
Hartwell's land, were Jeshua Nelson (his 20 acres), Isaac Mulliken (the
northern part of the "meadow lot"), Leonard Hoar, and John and Joshue

Nelson (the Flint meadow, see below). The fact that Hoar was given as &
southwestern abutter of the part of the "meadow lot" sold to Mulliken in
1827 and as an eastern sbutter of Brooks' land in 1833 indicates that he
either owned the rest of the "meadow lot" or at least was using it. He

was one of the grantors to Samuel Hartwell, Jr., of any right the grantore
had in the part of Josiah, Jr.'s, Home Lot that Hartwell bought or any right
they had to pass over the land (Bk. 302: 99-100). Probebly the only reacot’
{per would have had any right to pass over this land would have been

through the purchase of some of Josish, Jr.'s, other land. See the report ow
the Josich Nelson Farm, Part III, section (a).

The Lincoln tax records, however, do not indicate that he bought any land
in Lincoln in the late 1820's. He was not assessed for real estate In
Linesln after 1825, Henry Fiske, who is another possible buyer of the
southern pert ef the "meadow lot" had real estate valued at $129.50 in 182¢,
27, and 28, In 1829 his assessment fell to $95.

The deed to Isaac Mulliken for the 9 acres L rods is dated 23 Jan. 1827
(Bk. 275: 133-5. .

xe8



heirs of Isaac Mulliken sold the 9 acre Ll rod piece, which was the northe®s
part of the "meadow let", to George B. Rice.2t And in 1891 Ellen A.
Rice et al sold the emtire "meadow lot" to Robert F. Wright of Concord. 22
The 1891 deed, when corrected,23 described the "meadow lot" as bounded
on the west by Thomas Brooks, on the north by John Nelson (Joshua's 20
acres), on the east by Green Speulding, end on the south by John Nelson
(the Flint Meadow). The 1818 abutters of the meadow 1ot were: Joshua
Nelson on the northeast (the 20 acres) and southwest (his part of the
Flint meadow, later sold to John Nelson), Brooks and a wall on the
northwest, and Thaddeus Reed on the southeast. In 1899 Wright sold the
"meadow lot' to Charles O. Sargent.zh Francis B. Sargent sold it to

James M. and Mary C. Giurleo, the present owners, in 1952.25 It is

designated on the Miller-Nylander map as 1-321.26

2lpk, 1376: 5l with a prior reference to Bk. 275: 133-5. Rice was given
as the southwestern abutter although he did not buy the 2 acre 9k rod
piece, i.e. the southern part of the "meadow lot", until 1871. He may
have been renting the land in 1860.

22The entire "mesdow lot" included the 9 acres Lk rods sold to Mulliken in
1827 and the 2 acres 94 rods that G. B. Rice bought from Henry Fiske in
1871, see fn. #20. Bk. 20k1: 96-T.

23The 1891 deed actually said that the "meadow 1ot" was bounded on the noRih
by Thomas Brooks, on the east by John Nelson, etc. but it probably meanS
running, not bounded.

2hpy . 2730:  205-T.

20Bk. 7921: 52k.

26yrp-MN 2009, May 1962.



The second lot that Thomas, Sr., sold to Josigh in 1767 was southeast of the
32 acre piece and contained about 6 acres of meadow and upland. It was
bounded on the northwest by a rangeway (which the deed said was the same
rangeway that was the southeastern abutter of the 32 acres), on the north-
east and southeast by Jacob Whittemore's land and Josiah Nelson's lend, and
on the southwest by land that Thomas, Sr., had that same day sold to Thomas
Nelson, Jr.a7 This land was probably sold before Josish's death in 1810.

At least, none of the Nelsons owned lend southeast of this rangeway in the

19th century.28

In 1748, Josish bought' 24 acres of meadow land in Concord and Lexington
from Ephraim Flint.29 It was bounded on the east by Flint, on the south

by John Hoar's meadow and by Thomas Brooks, on the west by Nathaniel

27No deed was recorded for this sale to Thomas, Jr.

28The rangeway in the deed for the 6 acres of meadow and upland was the same
one that formed the southeastern boundary of the 32 acres that Josiah bought
from Thomes, Sr., at the same time and also (probably) of the 2 acre piece
and the nearly 15 acre piece that Josish bought from the Whittemores in the
1760's. See the report on the Josish Nelson Farm, Part II, segtion (a). In
the 19th century this rangeway formed the southeastern boundary of Josiah,
Jr.'s, Center Lot and of Joshua's 20 acre piece. The land on the other side
of the rangeway seems to have belonged to the Spauldings in the 19th century.

298k. 64: 26. In 1755 Josiah sold the southern 7 acres of the Flint meadow tc
his brother Thomss, Jr., (Bk. 64: 30-2). The 1833 Thomas Brooks probate (#4/)
gave the heirs of Samuel Hastings (Samuel Hastings had inherited all of Thoma
Nelson, Jr.'s, land) as an eastern abutter of the southern part of the Aaron
Brooks farm. The southern part of the Flint meadow later seems to have been
sold back to the Flints, although the Middlesex deed index has not been
checked for this. When W. Newton and Eleanor R. Nelson sold the northern
part of the Flint meadow (about 1L.5 amcres) to D'Arrigo Bros. Co. in 1954,
zﬁe hiirs of George Flint were given as the southern abutter (Bk. 8515:

1-2).



Whittemore,3O and on the north by the heirs of Benjamin Whittemore (the 56
scres that Aaron Brooks bought in 1750 from the heirs of Benjamin Whittemore),
Thomas Nelson (probably the 32 acre piece that ne sold to Josish in 1T6T),

and William Reed.

Josigh's Flint meadow was quitclaimed to Joshua and John Nelson in 1818.

31

Joshua received a meadow of about T acres, which was bounded on the north-

east by a wall and ditch and the land of Thaddeus Reed,32 on the northwest

301n 1756 Nathaniel Whittemore sold 8 acres of meadow and swamp land, which war
nown as Ephraim Flint's meadow, in Lincoln to Joshua Brooks, JT., (Bk. 55:
37-8). The eastern abutter was land which had formerly belonged to Ephrain
Fling, but which now (1756) was owned by Thomas and Josiah Nelson (the
Flint meadow). In 1833 the Thomas Brooks probate listed a T acre meadow,
called the Whittemore meadow, which was bounded on the east by the heirs
of Samuel Hastings (Thomas, Jr.) and the land of John and Joshua Nelson
(the Flint meadow). The Whittemore meadow could very easily be the 8
acres that Brooks bought from Whittemore in 1756, which would account for
its name.

3lpk. 439: 328-30. The 1818 deed gave the acreage of Joshua's meadow as 10
acres. But a plan of the land made in 184k gave it as 6 acres 105 rods.
The plan is in the Nelson papers.

32mnis Thaddeus Reed was probably related to the William Reed who was a
northern abutter of the Flint meadow when Josiah bought it in 1748,
Willism Reed of Lexingbton (1719/20-1813) had a son Thaddeus (1755-182L),
who in turn also had a son named Thaddeus (1794-1833). Hudson, Lexington,
v. 2, pp. 561, Selh.

In 1818 Thaddeus Reed was also given as the southeastern abutter of the
meadow lot, which was probably the southern part of Josiah's 32 acres

(Bk. 271: 393-400). 1In the 1767 description of the 32 acre piece, however,
there was no mention of a Reed as the southeastern sbutter. Instead, a
rangeway was given as the abutter along this line. It is possible that
Reed's land was on the other side of the rangeway end; therefore, would not
heve been mentioned as en abutter in an 18th century deed for the 32 acres.
Eighteenth century deeds generally did not. mention the owner of land on the
other side of a rangeway, when a rangevay abutted a piece of land. In this
respect, 19th century practice was much less uwniform. The rangeway O

the owner of the land on the other side of it or both were often given in
19th century deed descriptions.

K
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and west by a ditch and the land of Josiah Nelson (the meadow lot) and
Thomas and Joseph Brooks, o the southweet by land of John Nelson (the
southerw part of #lint meadow), and on the southwest by Ephraim Flint and
Samuel Hartwell. Joshua's heirs sold the meadow to John Nelson in 184k

and John then sold it to his son George.33 The 184k deed had no description
of bis land othew than the fact that it was called the Flint wmeadow and
contained 6 acres 105 rods. Despite the difference in acreage, this was
probably the 10 acre meadow quitclaimed to Joshua in 1818. On an 184k plan

of the meadow, the northeastern abutter was Spaulding, the northwestern

3!}
abutter Brooks, and the southeastern abutters Hartwell and "others.' St

Tn 1818 John Nelson received 7 acres of woodland bounded on the northeast
by Joshua Nelson and a ditch (the northern part of Flint's meadow), on
the northwest by Thcmas and Joseph Brooks ané a ditch, on the southwest
by a ditch and wall and the land of Samuel Hastings (the T acres of the
Flint meadow that Thomas, Jr., bought in 1755), and on the southeast by

Ephraim Flint.35 After John's death in 1859, the entire Flint meadow

33Bk. 459: U457-9. Both deeds are dated 19 December 184k,

3uJoshua‘s part of the Flint meadow was surveyed by Cyrus Hubbard, October 30t.
1844 (from the Nelson papers). The names of abutters on the plan are writte
in pencil and in a very poor hand, SO that they are almost illegible.
Spaulding may have bought Reed's land. His name was substituted for Reed's
in the 1860 description of the northern part of the "meadow lot" (see Patch
to Mulliken, Bk. 275: 133-5 and Henry Mulliken et al to George B. Rice,

Bk, 1376: 554-5).
35k, 258: 235.



)

(with the exception of the T acres sold to Thomas, Jr., in the 18th century)
was owned by George Nelson. In 1954 W. Newton and Eleanor R. Nelson sold
the part of Flint meadow that Josian Welsoun's heirs owned in the 19th
century to D'Arrigo Bros. Co.36 Tt contained 1L.5 acres and was bounded

on the northeast by Dominick Dominichella and Francis B. Sargent (L—321),

on the northwest by Elmer A. Bean (Brooks land) and Charles S. Wheeler, and

on the southwest and southeast by heirs of George Flint.

36Bk.. 8515: Lh1-2,

io
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Appendix C -~ Concord/Leyington line.

On the novih side of Route 24 tl’:’t@ Ccnco:‘d‘/Lexington line ran south-
westerly between L-12 and hulsal On the south side of the road, iv
ran southwesterly between L-312 and 1L-320 and 1~-321, which is the
boundary betweern the faron Brooks farm and Nelson land. Between
Route 24 and the beginning of the wall that runs southwesterly
between 1,-312 and 1,-320 and L-321, there is considerable doubt about
the location of the old Concord line since, in part, it does not

follow modern property lines.

From mid-18th century deeds, however, we know that directly south

of the country road (present-day Route 2A) the Concord/Lexington

line marked the boundary between Ephraim Hartwell's land and Josiai
Nelson's lands. Hartwell owned a piece of about 15 acres, which in
1744 was in east Concord. In that year it was described as bounded
on the north by the country road, on the east by the Concord/Lexington
line, and on the south by Benjamin Whittemore and John White (the

2
Aaron Brooks farm). We have seen that Josiah Nelson owned land

1NgP-MN 2009, Mey 1952 (see the diagram on p. 12). L-12 belonged to
the Nelson family in the late 18th and 19th eenturies, and L-13 was
a part of the old Lamson farm. See the reports on the Thomas Nelson,
Jr., Farm, Part I, section (b) and the Dodge-Smith farm.

28amuel Hartwell probate #10587 (1744). By his wall, Samuel left
all of his land in Concord to his son Ephraim. After 1754, of course,
Ephraim's 15 acres was no longer in Concord, but in Lincoln. Sanuel
Hartwell bought this land from Richard Rice in 1693 (Bk. 10: 358-9).
At that time it was described as bounded on the north by the Bay
road (the country road) and en the east by the Cambridge line
(Lexington was not set off as a secparate town until 1713). Rice
received this land in 1666 when the land in the second division of
Concord was divided (Concord Record Book 1, p. 18, Roll #3). At that
time too it was bounded on the seutheast by the €ambridge line. See
the report on the Hartwell Farm.
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just to the east oy e - 7 Lol line. “he descriptions in the
chain of titie for iz iaud ity clerify the veutrenshic between
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Nelwon's land. In 1752 Jasacy Richardron scld 5 acres in Lexington
l

divided by the couvubry roand oo Ebenezer Lamnsorn.t The piece south

o tro road was bomded o the west by the Concord line and on the

- .
8¢ heeast by Hoth. Whitstamore.” 11 1760 in Pradyll Smith ve. Ebenezer

1

Larmscn, the entire 1ot aw described as 3% gcied in Lincoln with

the rnod sunning through 1o and boundzd on the west pert.y by

Epreain nortvell and vartly by Willian Bodge S¢ by 1760 when the
trwn or Lincoln had been sstablished, Kpheaim Holtwell instead of

the Concord line was given as the western ebutter of the pilece south
of the road. Thet this was the same piece of land that in 1752 was

deseribed 28 bounded on the west by the Conzord line is made clearer
hy the next dcod,T It is dated 1761, and the land south ef the road
ig described as a helf acr~ btcundod on che west by Epnraim Hartwell,
or. the zast by Nethaniel Vhicttemore aad lying in a three coxmnered
piece. In 1763 Heecr roid it to Thomas Nelscn, Jr., end in 1767

Thormas s0ld it te Josiah. in vhai vear it was described as a half

N

38ee the report on the Josialh Nelacn Tarm, Part IT; section (&),
I 5 i
Bk, 55: 190-1.

“Ne scparate accenge vos given for the piecs south of the roud
the 1752 deed.

“Bk. A0: 395-8. Dodge was tro western abubter of the picce north of
the road.

" ) ) .
{spith to Hager (Bkx. 62: 197)

BRrs. 62: 19k and 2955: k2.



acre orchavrd boundsd o1 i worth o the conass, voad, on the south-

enun by o rangeway, unG o the scuthwesy by Bpuole Hartwell.9

These early deeds show: (1) that Ephraim Hartwell:.'s 15 acres
abubtted the Concord/Lexington line on the east and (2) that
Josiah's % acre orchaxd abutted first the Concord/Lexington line
orA laler Ephraim Hartwell on the west. From this, it seems pro-
peLLe that the boundary between Hartwell's 15 acres and Josiah's

land was the Concord/Lexington line.

Tro 1818 quitclaim deeds for the division of Josiah's lands give
tle nexc description of this land. Joshua Nelson received a pasture,

10 It was bounded onr

celled the Center Pasture, of about 6 acres.
the north by the country road and on the west by the land of Samuel
Hartwell. Lt A wall marked the 1818 boundary between Joshua's Center
Pasture and Hartwell's land. As far as we know, neither Josiah
Nelson nor any of his heirs scld any land to the Hartwells during

the 18th or early 19th centuries. If the boundary between Hartwell's

and Josiah Nelson's lands slong what before 1754 was the Concord/

9The change in the western abutter of the half acre was in all pro-
bability due solely to the fact that after 1754 the line between
Hartwell and the half acre was no longer a town boundary. A
similar change occured for the land north of the road. 1In 1760
William Dodge rather than the Concord line was given as the western
abutter (Bk. 60: 395-8).

10mk. 439: 328-30.

1lSamuel inherited “he 15 acre lot from his father Ephraim in 1786.
bnfortunately there was no description of its eastern boundary in
the inventory of Ephraim's estate (Ephraim Hartwell probate #10560) .

-

3
A



Lexington line did nol ‘hange befare 1610, we may be feirly certain

thati the Jsestern bounaars of Joshue's postas marked th2 position

of the OLi Concori line lirectly south of the roei. In 184k, wher

the fenber Fassure tuas sold by Joshua's heirs to John Nalson, the

T s T o~ v Y . g ~ 12 3

heitve of Samuel Hertwell were given as the westemn acutter. Again

o wall .evked the wouandary between Hartwell's land and the Centew

pzsiure. Jn 1855 George Nelson sold the western. half of the pasvure
. N 33 i . e

oo Gueorge Hartwell.”>” This sale confuses the position of the .line,

al least ‘usofar as modern property lines are concerned, since

the western part of the pasture was then consolidated with the 15

acres that the Hartwells had owned since the 18th century.llL

A plan of the pasture, dated 184k, gives more infcrmation than the
deeds about its western boundary.l5 From the road the boundary ran

37 35° © rods 15 links, then SE 23° 11 rods 11 links; znd thev

123, 459: 547-9. The next day John sold it to his sen George.
13pk. Tik: 552-3.

luIn 1875 John Hartwell sold 20 acres in Lincoln to Samuel H. Pierce
(Bk. 1376: 533-4). It was bounded on the north by Massachusetts
Avenue (i.e. Route 2A), on the east by George Nelson, and on the
south paxtly by George Nelson. This land included the 15 acres
described in the 1Tkl Hartwell probate (Samuel Hartwell probate

#10587) and the western half of Joshua's Center Pasture. It includes

L-31k4, L-315, L-316, and L-317 (NHP-MN 2005, May 1962).

15me plan, by Cyrus Hubbard, is in the Nelson papers. The distances
and direction on this plan could be used to reconstruct the old
Concord/Lexington line. See the copy of the plan on page >.



Copy of a plan of Joshua Nelson's
Center Pasture by Cyrus Hubbard

dated October 30, 184k,
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SE 46 3/4° 18 rods 20 .ivks L0 fac coine: (af Gne 194k deed says)

by the iland of George wWzlson and Isaac Mulliken;Lb Given tne
cuaise that the boundary vetween Hartwell's land and Joshua's
§ater Pasture did not change befcere 1855, this line probably

mar ke ~he position ef the Concord/Lexington line. A wall was not
st.cq «long the westcrn boundary in the plan, but this was the

o . t.on of the wall in the 1818 and 184k deeds for the pasture.

If ti-.ces of the wall still exist, they would give a good indication
of the lcoation of the western boundary of Josiah's land south of
the read in the 18th century and of the position of the ¢oncord/

Lexingten line.

After running southwesterly from the road,then southeasterly
by two angles, I believe the line then ran southwesterly and
then almost due west by two wells that still exist between the
southern half of L-317 and part of L-320. These two property
lines at present divide Hartwell land (L-3lT fromm Nelson land
(L-320), and there is good reason to believe that they have

not changed since the 18th century or at least since 1818.17 This

16George Nelson's land was the southwestern part of Josieah. Jr.'s,
Center Lot and Mulliken's land was the northeastern part of the
Center Lot. See the report on the Josiah Nelson Farm, Part II,
section (b). ~

1Tsce the diagram on p. 12. The wall tilat runs southerly between the
northern part of L-317 and the northern part of L-320 probably
Aates from the mid-19th century. It was probably the boundary
1751l between the part of the Center Pasture that was sold to George
Hartwell and the part that George Nelson kept.

o
320



coriclusion is based primarily on two sources: (1) the position of
Ephraim Hartwell as an abutter of Josiah Nelson's land in the 1760's
and (2) information in the 1818 quitclaim and other early 19th

century deeds for Josiah's lands.

(1) Hertwell as abutter: Ephraim Hartwell was the southwestern

abutter of Josigh's half acre orchard, a southern abutter of the

9 acres, and a northwestern abutter of the nearly 15 acre piece

that Josish bought from Nathaniel Whittemore, a northwestern abutter
of the 2 acres that he bought from Jacob Whittemore, and a north-
eastern abutter of the 32 acres that he bought from his father.l8
The following is a sketch, using the abutters and directipns given

in the 18th century deeds, of the land that Josiah bought in the

1760's from the sbove people:

e SUTETY ¥ORA,

/—__—/_TV 9 acres f/"/—

from N. Whittemore

Ephrainm 1
Hartwell's Ay
15 acres

from Nath.
Whittemore

Aaron Brooks 0]
32 acres f’\ K\
from Thomas 2 acres from Jacob

Nelsen, Sr. \\\\ Whittemore

\\\ _prangevay
\\ 3
W

—421

&= Concord/Lexington line

R—

s




(2) 19th century de. <5, oo 1813 quitelain deeds or Josish, Jr.'s,

twe valls as boundaries bioween their land and Hartwell's, which
are consistent with the walls along the southern part of L-317

19

anc L-320. Tn 1818 the Center Lot was described as running west-
er y 1, the land of Joshua Nelson (the Center Pasture) and then
sout "wisterly by the land of Samuel Hartwell with a wall along the
b andary between Hartwell's land and the Center Lot. This wall

was also mentioned in the 1827 deed for the southwestern part of

the Center Lot.20

(n 1827 the Center Lot ran S37W 31 rods 18 links or 523.5' by the
land of the heirs of Samuel Hartwell. In a 1943 deed fer L-315 and
L-317, the boundary ran easterly aleng Burke (L-316), then southerly

321.5' along Nelson's 1and,2l and then southwesterly 517.2' along

18pxs. 85: 500, 64: 3L4-5, and 3943: L1-2. Hartwell was also given as a
northwestern abutter of the 32 acres that Thomas, Sr., sold to Josizh
in 1767, but this seems to have been a mistake. As far as we know,
Hartwell's land did not extend south of L-317 and L-31k. All of L-312,
except for a four acre piece, was part of the Aaron Brooks farm from sbout
1750. Prior to 1743 Hartwell did own this four acre piece, but in that
year he sold it to John White (Bk. 48: 605). It was sold to Aaron Brooks
in 1750 (Bk. 55: 173). 1In asny case, it did not abut the Concord/Lexington
line. In 1743 it was described as bounded on the north by Hartwell and
on the cast, south, and west by the heirs of Benjemin Whittemore (the
Aaron Brooks farm).

198ks. 271: 398-400 and L439: 328-30. Sece the diagram on p. 10.
20pk. 280: O91.

2lmis is the 19th century boundary wall between the part of the Center
Pasture sold to George Hartwell and the part that George Nelson kept.

%
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NelLsow 3 _Land.22 Tuis so.towest line arong HNelson's land is only
aroub 6' shorter than the wall that ran southwesterly along the
werbern boundary of the Center Lot in 1827. This wall can, there-
frve, with a fair degree of certainty be traced back to 1827 and
most Jikely to 1818 as well. It is probably the 18th century

~indz .y between Josiah's land and Hartwell's land along this line.
Tn ti.2 absence of any evidence that the boundary between Josiah's
and Hartwell's land changed during the latter part of the 18th

century, it probably is a part of the Concord/Lexington line.

After rumning southwesterly along Hartwell's land, the boundary of
the Center Lot in 1818 ran southeasterly by the land of Joshua Nelson
and a wall to a rangeway. In 1818 Joshua's 20 acres was boun?ed on
the northeast by Josiah's Center Lot and the land of Samuel Hartwell
with a wall running elong the entire boundary.23 The well between
Hartwell's land and the westerrn part of Joshua's 20 acres is probably
the wall that runs westerly along the southern end of L-317. This
wall, like the one that runs southwesterly between part of L-317

and L-320, is probably part of the 18th century boundary between
Hartwell's and Nelson's lands and therefore a part of the Concord/

Lexington line.

22Prancis B. Sargent to Henry Hartman (Bk. 6699: 368-9).

23Bk. 439: 328-30.



Cong:usion:

" *ha basis of the sridence in the deeds and 1 “uz 184" ~lan, I
pel-sve thas the Concord/Lexington line south of the road ran south-
wasterly through the middie of L—316,21‘L then ran southeasterly
zcruss the northeastern corner of L~317,25 and then southwesterly
2.7 w-sterly along the wall that runs between thc northern part

7 ~.7 and L-320 to vhere it meets the wall that rumns south-

st

-.storly between L-312 and L-320.

2“Beginning just about opposite the wall that marks the Concord/Lexington
line (between L-12 and L-13) on the north side of the road. Josiah's
half acre orchard was part of a 3 or 4 acre piece, the larger part
of which was on the north side of the road. Both pieces abutted the
line on the west.

251 probably ran southeasterly to where the wall that runs southerly
between the northern part of L-317 and L-320 meets the wall that
runs southwesterly between L-31T7 and L-320.

1!
( 10 5% g‘m./v\
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Diagram of 19th century boundarics
between Hartwell's 1aRd and Josiah
Nelson's heirs' land.

country road
e ——

Center Pasture
Mill Street

Hartwell

.-
~

Center Lot

Joshua's
20 acres .’

w4 ~éngeway wall g existing walls -

lSources: Bks L39: 328-30, 271: 398-L00, 275: 135-7, 280: 91 and
L59: Sh9 and the 1827 and 18hh plans by Cyrus Hubbard in the
Nelson papers.
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