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When this project was begun in 1980, the primary objective was to record 
the remembrances of those relatives, former associates and acquaintances 
of Maggie L. Walker (1867-1934) who could from personal experience offer 
information on Mrs. Walker's personal life and professional career. My 
initial intention was to interview nine individuals - including Maggie 
Walker's former secretary, and two former employees of the Independent 
Order of St. Luke. As it developed, several people declined to partici
pate, so the project actually consists of interviews with six individuals. 
These include four grandchildren - Mrs. Maggie Laura Walker Lewis, Mr. 
Armstead Walker, Mrs. Mamie Evelyn Walker Crawford, and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Mitchell Walker Randolph - who had each lived with Maggie L. Walker at her 
home at 110 East Leigh Street for varying periods, and had specific 
memories of various aspects of Mrs. Walker's life. Also interviewed were 
Mrs. Bernetta Young Plummer and Mr. Anthony J. Binga, Jr., who were the 
children of Mrs. Mary Virginia Sweetman Young Binga. Their mother had 
been a personal friend of Maggie Walker, and worked with her on St. Luke 
and community projects.

The interviews were preceded by readings on oral history interviewing and 
editing techniques; discussions that sought to balance the concerns of 
the various professionals who had an interest in Maggie Walker and her 
house; and by research into available primary and secondary materials on 
Maggie Walker's professional and personal life. Each of these areas 
presented their unique problems.

PROCEDURAL CONSIDERATIONS

Before this project was undertaken, a great deal of thought and reading 
was devoted to oral history methodology: how to conduct, record, tran
scribe and edit the interviews, and how alternative ways in completing 
each of these phases would influence the content of the interviews and the 
preparation of the transcripts. The course that I followed in conducting 
the interviews fell somewhere in the middle range of possible approaches.
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Ch the aie hand, our information needs implied a tightly structured 
interview format, designed to yield the greatest number of specifics.
In anticipation of the work of the architects, curators, historians 
and interpreters who, in the years to cane, would be involved in the 
restoration and interpretation of the Maggie Walker National Historic 
Site, I sought to develop information on a wide range of subjects. I 
was interested in documenting the original construction and subsequent 
alterations to Maggie Walker's hone at 110 East Leigh Street, as well as 
developing information oi the authenticity and provenance of its 
furnishings. More importantly, in preparation for future biographical 
studies, I was interested in establishing the larger historical context 
of Maggie Walker's life and career, as well as documenting the texture 
of her day-to-day life as she lived and experienced it in her home at 
110 East Leigh Street. This need for specific information was made all 
the more urgent by the fact that prior to the commencement of the 
project, very little research into primary documents had been undertaken 
on either Maggie Walker or her home. It was now necessary to quickly 
develop documentary evidence frcm which the interview questions would be 
generated, and against which the oral recollections could be compared, 
contrasted and authenticated.

At the same time that I was aware of our information needs, it was 
necessary to balance and weigh the goals of the project against the 
limitations of oral history as a method of obtaining definitive answers 
to specific historical questions. First, the interviewees could not be 
expected to deliver detailed and precise information forty-six years 
after Maggie Walker's death. A more important concern was the impact a 
rigid agenda would have on the quality of the interviews. A  tightly 
structured format had the potential of not only stifling the natural flow 
of conversation and recollection, but discouraging as well, any original 
insights and ancedotes that the informants may wish to contribute. In 
order to avoid the pitfalls of this approach, each of the interviews were 
intended to be a mix of both open-ended questions and of questions about 
specific events, objects, and individuals, so that we had the opportunity
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to pursue specific lines of inquiry, but at the same time allow the 
informants to influence the course of the interview.

Related to the structure of the interview, were the questions of how to 
edit and prepare the transcripts. There are at least two divergent 
schools of thought about this. On the one hand, there are researchers who 
argue that the transcript should be an authentic record of what actually 
occurred during the interview, and that accept for grammatical changes, 
very little if any editing should be done. In contrast, other researchers 
argue that the historical facts being cemmunicated' rather than the 
interview-event is what should be documented. Accordingly, the editor may 
go through the transcript and restructure paragraphs, rearrange sentences, 
delete colloquial expressions, redundancies and vulgarites, and correct 
errors of fact and syntax, in order to produce a more readable, and 
allegedly, more accurate text.^

The editing approach that I followed leaned heavily towards the former 
course; I sought to document what was actually said during the interview, 
rather than what might have been said had I or the informants spoken with 
more hindsight. But I also made an attempt to record seme of the other 
events that had an inpact on the interview. For example, when the 
interviewees laughed, made meaningful gestures, left the room, or when the 
tape recorder was turned off, I made notations in the text to indicate 
these events. With very few exceptions, the transcripts represent the 
entire text of the interviews - including the false starts, errors of 
facts, colloquial expressions and repetitions. When I found it necessary 
to explain, clarify or perhaps correct a factual error, I did so in the 
introductory statement that precedes each interview. There are two 
exceptions to ny otherwise rigorous attempt to make a faithful 
transcription of the interviews. In those instances in which the 
informants answered in the affirmative or negative by a nod or shake of 
the head, or by saying "yeah," "uh-huh," "uh-uh," or "nail," I recorded the 
response as a simple "yes" or "no." And at the request of one of the
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interviewees, several sentences were removed from the final transcript, 
and the appropriate ellipses inserted.

Much more time consuming and painstaking than any other phase of the 
project was the time and effort required to produce accurate transcripts. 
Although the literature on oral history warns of the lengthy and difficult 
challenge that transcribing and auditing the recordings presents, it was 
hard to appreciate just how much effort and time was required until I had 
gotten well into the process. Each of the transcripts went through at 
least five individual drafts - with each successive one correcting 
emissions and deviations from the original interview present in the 
earlier drafts. The time and effort required in this phase of the project 
was only justified by the fact that the interviews represent unique 
contributions to our understanding of Maggie Walker not available frem 
other sources.

HISTORIOGRAPHY

Che of the more difficult aspects of the preliminary research for the 
oral history project was the lack of comprehensive and reliable secondary 
materials on Maggie Walker's life. An uncritical biography written by a 
friend in 1927 contained a number of probable errors on Maggie Walker's 
personal life. And although there were several published articles that 
dealt with limited aspects of Maggie Walker's career, collectively they 
did not provide a broad understanding of Maggie Walker's achievements.^ 
This was particularly troublesome because a great deal of the original 
impetus for the establishment of the Maggie Walker National Historic Site 
was the belief that Maggie Walker had been the first American woman bank 
president. This assumption was supported by the secondary literature, 
particularly accounts in contemporary newspapers and scholary journals 
that invariably described Maggie Walker as the first American woman bank 
president.^ Subsequent historical research has revealed that Maggie 
Walker was not the first; a history of Marion, Iowa, described Louisa 
Brier Stevens, who became the president of the First National Bank of
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Marion following the death of her husband, Rebman Stevens, in March 1883. 
Refcman Stevens had been the bank's founder and first president.^

This finding did not fundamentally detract from Maggie Walker's achieve
ments in banking; she had been the founder and president of the St. Luke 
Penny Bank, and served as the chairman of the board of its successors, 
whereas Mrs. Stevens had inherited the presidency of her bark frcm her 
husband. Additionally, Maggie Walker's bank has survived to the present, 
and new known as the Consolidated Bank and Trust Company, is one of the 
oldest continously operating Black banks in the United States.

But more importantly, this finding prompted a more contextual and ulti
mately more authentic view of Maggie Walker's professional career and 
personal life. Maggie Walker had been involved in a great number of 
activities and institutions of which the bank was only one, and as I 
identified the many activities that Maggie Walker was involved in, the 
institutions that she was affiliated with, and the people that she was 
associated with, it became clear that Maggie Walker's historical 
significance was not subsumed by the question: "Who was the first 
American woman bank president?"

The purpose of this essay is to synthesize information frcm primary and 
secondary materials on Maggie Walker, with contributions frcm the oral 
history interviews, so as to suggest the broad outlines of Maggie Walker's 
significance. While preparing for the interviews I read a number of 
primary documents that either had not been previously used by other 
researchers, or had not been mined for all the insists they held on 
Maggie Walker. These documents include Maggie Walker's personal diaries, 
the St. Luke's commemorative publication of its 1879-1917 annual reports; 
and successive editions of the Richmond City Directory. These materials, 
along with Maggie Walker's biographical entries in the 1927-1937 editions 
of Who's Who in Colored America were used to identify Maggie Walker's work 
with the Independent Order of St. Luke and the bank; the mary national,
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Virginia and Jackson Ward businesses, institutions and organizations that 
she worked with; as well as the numerous individuals that she was 
associated with. Once these identifications were made, I relied on other 
primary and secondary materials to provide background information on these 
individuals, institutions, organizations and businesses and to, in turn, 
establish links between them and Maggie Walker. This research informed 
many of the questions that I asked during the interviews.

Unfortunately, there is no convenient combination of secondary sources 
that can be consulted as a basic biographical text on Maggie Walker; all 
of them fail to touch on important dimensions of Maggie Walker's personal 
and professional life. For example, the interconnections between her and 
many of her associates has not been addressed in other secondary sources, 
nor has her efforts to modernize the Order's mutual benefit system. But 
in spite of my efforts to address these previously neglected areas, this 
essay has important limitations. Many of the primary documents consulted 
for this essay were written personally by Maggie Walker, the Independent 
Order of St. Luke, or by people who knew her. Although these materials 
offer an important perspective, it is a limited one, in that much of it 
tends to be favorable to Maggie Walker. More importantly, even when I was 
able to identify the organizations, institutions and businesses that she 
worked with, and their goals and activities, I was often unable to judge 
the impact of Maggie Walker's own individual efforts within these 
organizations. Nor was I able to verify that many of the accomplishments 
that these organizations claimed for themselves, had actually been carried 
out. These missing perspectives can only be provided by systematically 
searching the appropriate records and papers of Maggie Walker's 
associates, none of which I had access to. Particularly important are the 
records and annual reports of the Independent Order of St. Luke, which, 
except for the commemorative reprints, are not open to researchers. It is 
not presently clear to me in what ways these records will change our view 
of Maggie Walker; perhaps we will find that she was more active in some 
organizations, had only a passing interest in others, and that her ties 
with some individuals were more tenuous than we thought. But in any
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event, an authorative history of Maggie Walker can never be written 
without these missing perspectives.

Efforts are presently underway to locate and examine some of these 
documents. In 1983 the National Park Service contracted with Howard 
University to search the records and papers of some of the institutions 
and individuals that Maggie Walker was affiliated with. This lead to a 
subsequent contract with the University to prepare a definitive biography 
of Maggie Walker. Our goal in contracting these studies was to broaden 
out knowledge of Maggie Walker, by broadening the the base of our 
information. The annotated bibliography has indeed added a fuller 
dimension to our understanding of Maggie Walker, and when the biography is 
complete, it will undoubtedly broaden our knowledge of Maggie Walker in 
ways not even suggested in the original task directive. In the meanwhile, 
this essay is necessitated by the fact, that for now, much of the inform-, 7nation and analysis presented here is not readily available elsewhere. 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ST. LUKE

In trying to locate Maggie Walker within a larger historical and inter
pretive framework, her affiliation with the Independent Order of St.
Luke is the logical place to begin. Not only was she affiliated with 
the organization for her entire professional career, but it was from 
her position as Right worthy Grand Secretary of the St. Lukes that she 
articulated her views on a broad spectrum of issues.

The Grand United Order of St. Luke was organized by Mrs. Mary Prout 
(d. 1885) of Baltimore, Maryland, for the purpose of "adminstering to the 
sick and aged, and for the burial of the dead members of the Order." The 
first council was originally organized for women under the auspices of the 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, but soon afterwards men were 
admitted. Technically, Maggie Walker was not affiliated with the Grand 
United Order of St. Luke, but with an offshoot, the Independent Order of 
St. Luke. The latter had been established by Richard G. Forrester of
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Richmond, Virginia, circa 1869, as a result of a dispute with Mrs. Prout 
over how the funds were to be distributed within the hierarchy of the 
Order. During the early years of the Independent Order, William M.T. 
Forrester served as the Right Worthy Grand (R.W.G.) Secretary, and 
Richard T. Forrester served as the Right Worthy Grand Chief. Although the 
terms of office were for one year, William remained the R.W.G. Secretary 
until 1899. Richard was the R.W.G. Chief in 1879, although it is not 
clear whether he held that post continously frcm 1869.®

As a fraternal society, the Independent Order of St. Luke contained 
elements of both a secret society as well as a mutual benefit society - 
stressing on the one hand, regalias, an elaborate hierarchy, and secret 
passwords and ceremonies, but at the same time providing for its members 
in the event of sickness and death. In addition to the secret and mutual 
benefit aspects of the Order, there was also a religious facet. The 
Order emphasized the development of virtuous character including the 
values of "honor, temperance, faithfulness, obedience, meekness, charity 
and brotherly and sisterly kindness.n The purpose of right conduct was to 
strengthen fraternal bonds, but also to promote spirtual and personal 
growth "which flow frcm a conscious rectitude of mind and conduct."®

The basic organizational unit of the Order was the subordinate council; 
and in a city like Richmond, where the Order was strongest, there were 
more than a dozen subordinate councils in 1897. Within each council there 
was an hierarchy of elected officers, each of whom had their assigned 
responsibilities, including conducting meetings, keeping minutes and 
financial and membership records, maintaining the wardrobe and regalia of 
the council members, and participating in the various secret ritual 
ceremonies during the meetings. Each of the subordinate councils, in 
turn, sent representatives to the Grand Council. Within the Grand 
Council, there was a nearly parallel series of elected officials, except 
that their titles were preceded by Right Worthy Grand, as in Right Worthy 
Grand Chief. As the order increased in membership, the Grand Council
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increased in complexity so that by 1917 the Grand Council had, in addition 
to its elected officers, an Executive Board, an Advisory Committee on 
investments, and Supply, Juvenile and Printing Departments. But the most 
important difference between the subordinate councils and the Grand 
Council was that the latter set policy for all the subordinate 
councils.^®

Maggie Walker joined the Independent Order of St. Luke in circa 1881, viien 
she was fourteen years old. During the next two decades she served in a 
number of leadership positions. In circa 1882, she served as the Worthy 
Secretary of Good Idea Council Number 16; in circa 1883, she served as a 
delegate to the annual convention held in Petersburg; in circa 1884, she 
was elected to the office of Grand Sentinel; in 1887 she served on a 
canmittee charged with restructuring the endowment (insurance) system; in 
circa 1890, she served as the Right Worthy Grand Chief of the Order; and 
in 1895 she introduced a resolution to organize a Juvenile Department 
for the Order. When the Juvenile Department was established, she was 
appointed its Grand Deputy Matron. Finally in 1899, following William M.T. 
Forrester's resignation as Right Worthy Grand Secretary, Maggie Walker 
assumed his position. Although the Right Worthy Grand Chief was the top 
officer, the actual management of the fraternal order was the responsi
bility of the Right Worthy Grand Secretary. When Maggie Walker was 
elected to this position in 1899, she became responsible for the policy 
and direction of the entire fraternal order.^

Maggie Walker's promotion to Right Worthy Grand Secretary had broad 
implications for the Independent Order of St. Luke. The more ofcvious 
changes were reflected in the Order's growth in membership, financial 
stability and offshoot activities, as well as interest in larger social 
and political issues. Under Maggie Walker the Order experienced an 
phenomenal expansion that it had not had under the previous leadership.
In 1899, when Maggie Walker first became Right Worthy Grand Secretary, 
there were 1,080 adults members organized within 57 councils. This 
represented a decline from the highs of 120 councils and 2,460 members
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in 1889, an3 90 councils and 2,875 members in 1895. Ten years after
Maggie Walker's ascension, there were 736 councils with 41,550 members;
and by 1926 there were 1,190 council units with 56,275 adult members and
19,117 juvenile members. And instead of being concentrated in Virginia,

19the Order was by 1926 operating m  twenty-three states.

After Maggie Walker's ascension, the Order developed into a self
consciously Black self-help organization. Beginning in a 1901 report, 
Maggie Walker urged the members to rethink the Order's mission; that in 
addition to caring for the sick and dead, they address sane of the 
pressing social issues confronting the race, and develop within the Order 
the means to address these problems. This new and innovative agenda that 
she had in mind included plans to establish a bank, publish a newspaper, 
and develop some type of "industrial work." These activities were not 
only financial investments for the fraternal order, but were also efforts 
to address the problems of unemployment among the Order's Black women. As 
Maggie Walker expressed it, "Let us always, like St. Luke, the beloved 
physician, care for the sick and dying; but at the same time, let us have 
a bank and factory, and let our cry be: let us save the young Negro 
woman; let us feed and clothe her and give her a chance in the race of 
life."13

These plans came into fruition in quick succession. After installing a 
printing press the Order provided lithographic services to the general 
public, and began publishing a newspaper, The St. Luke Herald, in March 
1902. And as the newspaper's first editorial made clear, the Order 
intended to move beyond purely fraternal concerns to address broader 
issues:

It comes to cry aloud in thunder tones against 
proscription, against injustice, against mob-law, 
against "Jim Crow" Cars, against the curtailment of 
Public School privileges, and against the enactment 
and enforcement of laws which place a premium upon 
white illiteracy, and treat black illiteracy as a 
crime.
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It comes with a special mission, the development of
work for our women.
Our motto-" Succor and Employment for the Negro
Women."

In 1905, the Order also opened a retail store, the St. Luke Emporium, 
which stocked mostly women's and children's ready-to-wear items. But the 
most well known project that developed out of Maggie Walker's new agenda 
was the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank, which opened in January 1903.^

Initially, the bank was operated as an extension of the fraternal order; 
the executive board of the Order served as the board of directors for the 
bank, the fraternal Councils purchased shares of bank stock, and Maggie 
Walker, the Order's Right Worthy Grand Secretary, became the bank's 
president. The bank was seal not only as financial investment, but as an 
opportunity of the Order to sponsor some "industrial work" for the 
employment of its members. Moreover, they appealed to the larger Black 
community to support the bank in the same way that other American ethnics 
had supported their ccnmunity enterprises. The success of the bank would 
serve as an effective argument against those who thought Blacks were 
irresponsible, lazy and incapable of independent enterprises as well as 
justification for Blacks to feel confident and further support Black 
efforts.^

Ironically, once Maggie Walker had gotten her new program underway, she 
was subjected to a great deal of pressure to restructure parts of the 
Order's operations. This pressure came from two sources: state insurance 
commissioners' who, across the nation, were establishing new actuarial 
standards for financing mutual benefit systems, and the Virginia State 
Banking Commission who was developing new regulations for state banks. As 
a result of these pressures the Order made major changes in its internal 
operations, investment policies, and relationship with the St. Luke Penny 
Bank. The cumulative impact of these changes was to dismantle significant 
portions of Maggie Walker's new social program and to bring the fraternal

11



society back to its original purpose of providing for the sick and dying 
in the form of insurance benefits.

Under the previous leadership the Order's death benefit system, like that 
of many other fraternal societies, was financed through the mutual assess
ment system of insurance. Upon the death of a member, the remaining 
subscribing adults were charged an assessment to meet the death benefit. 
Initially the burden of meeting the death benefit obligations fell on 
individual members; in 1881, for example, new members paid a 25^ entrance 
fee, and were assessed 5$ when another member died. In 1887, the burden 
of assessment was shifted from individual members to the council units; 
with a member's death, each of the councils were assessed one dollar. The 
sick benefits, on the other hand, were paid out of the treasuries of the 
individual councils, and varied according to the financial stability of 
each council.1^

Throughout the Order's early history, the mutual benefit system was 
plagued by the failure of individual members and councils to meet the 
assessment. Hie Grand Council was constantly trying to find new ways to 
persuade the members and councils to meet their financial obligations, and 
delinquent individuals were frequently expelled and council charters 
revoked when they failed to pay their assessments. Hie result was that 
the full death benefit was rarely paid to the decedent's survivors. But 
there were other financial problems. When William M.T. Forrester resigned 
in 1889, the reasons cited were:

First: that the Order was at its lowest ebb; second, 
that no money was in the treasury; third, that the 
Order was not spreading as it should; fourth, that 
there was lack of co-operation between Grand Officers 
and Officers and members of Subordinate Councils; 
fifth, that the salary paid ($300.00) per year was not 
justifiable.18

Without the financial records, it is difficult to definitively know the 
source of the Order's financial problems, but it is likely that much of
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the early conflict and dissension within the Order grew out of the 
inherent deficiencies of the mutual assessment system. Fran an actuarial 
perspective the Independent Order of St. Luke, and indeed any benefit 
systan based upon the mutual assessment system, was bound to fail, even 
if the individual members and councils met their financial obligations.
The problem was that the mutual assessment system did not increase the 
rates for those individual members, or class of individuals who by virtue 
of ill-health or age, presented a higher insurance risk. Nor did it 
establish reserve funds that could be invested in order to meet future 
claims. In 1877, and perhaps earlier, new members were questioned during 
the initiation ceremonies about their age and health, but this was 
perfunctory; upon the death of a member, each subscribing adult, regard
less of age or risk, was assessed the same amount to finance the death 
benefit. Although in the short term there may have been adequate funds to 
pay the death benefit, in the long run this insurance systan required that 
the Order continue to recruit an increasing number of younger members. If 
younger members were not recruited, with each death there would be a 
decreasing pool of remaining members who could be assessed to pay the 
death benefit. Moreover, each survivor in this decreasing pool would have
to be assessed at a higher rate just to maintain the same level of death 

1Qbenefits.

Beginning in 1907, the Order received a barrage of correspondence fram the 
insurance commissioners of Virginia, North Carolina, Maryland, New York, 
Georgia, Massachussets and the District of Columbia. Hie requests were 
essentially the same; the commissioners wanted to know whether the Order 
used mortality tables to calculate their assessment rates, whether they 
relied on current income or reserve funds to pay the death benefits, and 
whether the assessment rates were sufficient for the risks associated with 
each age group. In short, the fundamental issue was whether the insurance

Oftsystem was founded on a firm actuarial basis.

Hie Order had established an emergency fund in 1905, whereby members were 
asked to valuntarily contribute one dollar. Hie next year contributions
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became ccmpulsory but the amount was reduced bo seventy-five cents. By 
1908 the fund had grown to $11,099.35, but it is not clear whether the 
fund was targeted specifically for death benefits, or used to meet 
the Order's other expenses. In any event, it was clear that members 
left the Order because of this new financial burden. In 1908 the Order's 
books and transactions were subjected to a surprise investigation by the 
Virginia's insurance ocmmissioner. Although the Order survived this 
audit, in the coming years the St. Lukes made numerous changes in its 
policies to meet the commissioners' demands. Uhder the direction of the 
Virginia Actuary they, in 1911, introduced a new bookkeeping system that 
allowed them to keep closer track of their members, assessments, and 
expenses. In 1914, the monies were divided into the mortuary fund and the 
expense fund. The mortuary fund was derived from monthly assessments, and 
was used to finance the death benefits, while the expense fund was derived 
frcm fees, fines and taxes, and was used to meet all other expenses. The 
necessity for this division was proven later that year, when the mortuary 
fund had to be tapped to meet excess expenses. By 1914, and perhaps 
earlier, the Order began to calculate their assessments on the basis of 
the risk of insuring each age group. During 1914, they rewrote their 
fraternal Constitution in order to incorporate in it the actuarial 
standards of each of the states they operated m .  The significance 
of factoring the risks into the assessment system did not escape Maggie 
Walker; in addressing the membership at its 1915 annual convention, she 
explained the shortcomings of the old system and the rationale of the 
new:

When our own fraternal society was organized in 
1867, and for a number of years thereafter, growth 
was secured mainly through the fraternal activity 
of the members. In those days committees were 
composed of members of the society who ministered 
to the sick and comforted the dying, with no 
thought of personal recompense. But the spirit of 
the times has changed. This is a commercial age.
It was thought then that by rapid growth fraternal 
societies could keep ahead of mortality, and that 
protection could be secured at current cost, and 
that this would go on indefinitely. We know now
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that it cannot be done; that the number of deaths to 
the thousand fixes the cost, and that new members for 
the fraternal society cannot be secured rapidly 
enough to keep down the cost, for the reason that 
each new member means an additional liability against 
the Benefit Funds of the society, which in time must 
also be met.22

There were other changes made in the Order's insurance system. In 1928 
the mutual assessment system was abandoned and the Legal Reserve was 
introduced. Older Legal Reserve, a national mortality standard was used 
to calculate the anticipated risk of insuring each age group, and the 
insurance premiums were structured so as to take into account this risk. 
Instead of assessing surviving members after a death had occurred on a 
pay-as-you-go basis, the Order was required bo establish sufficient 
reserve funds to meets its anticipated future claims. The reserve funds 
were bo be invested bo make sure that there were sufficient monies to meet 
the future claims. The reserve fund and mortality tables succeeded in 
introducing a degree of financial security to the Order's benefit system 
that did not exist under the mutual assessment system.2^

But if the new regulations had the advantage of placing the insurance 
system on a firm actuarial basis, it also had a negative inpact on the 
Order's autonomy. One activity affected was the St. Luke Association.
The St. Luke Association was formed in 1897 by the Right Worthy Grand 
Council, and nineteen Richmond subordinate councils. As joint stock
holders, they purchased in November 1897, 900 St. James Street, which was 
to serve as a meeting hall for the subordinate councils, as well as the 
headquarters for the Right Worthy Grand Council. The Right Worthy Grand 
Council paid one hundred dollars a month rent to the St. Duke Association 
for the use of this building. But in December 1910 the St. Luke Associ
ation was dissolved; the Virginia insurance commissioner felt that the 
Order's money was better invested in the purchase of their headquarters. 
Accordingly, the stock of the subordinate councils were purchased, the St. 
Luke Association dissolved, and the building became the sole property of 
the the Grand Council.2^
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The next year the commissioner reviewed the operations of the retail 
store, the St. Luke Emporium, and came to a similiar conclusion. Maggie 
Walker told the Order's membership that, "He styled the investment as a 
"treacherous investment," and suggested that the Order cease investment 
along this line." The Order, as Maggie Walker reported to the membership, 
did not welcome this interference. "His advice was not so pleasantly 
received by us. We felt, as Negroes, we should at least have the oppor
tunity to learn how to buy and sell to and for ourselves." Apparently the
store was unable to operate without the Order's financial support and

1Cclosed in November 1911.

The most drastic impact that the state had on the Order, however, was in 
the Order's relationship to the St. Luke Penny Bank. When Maggie Walker 
founded the bank in 1901, it had not been a particularly original concept.
At that time, there were four Black banks in Richmond, Virginia: the
Savings Bank of the Grand Fountain of the United Order of True Reformers, 
(1889-1910); the Nickel Savings Bank, (1896-1910); the Mechanics Savings 
Bank, (1901-1922); and the St. Luke Savings Bank. Significantly, three of 
these banks - the True Reformers, the St. Lukes and the Mechanics Savings 
Banks, were founded under the auspices of fraternal societies. The True 
Reformers, who had their headquarters around the corner from Maggie 
Walker's East Leigh Street home, was the largest of the fraternal 
societies and had the most successful bank. They also had an old folks 
heme, a real-estate office, a newspaper, a series of stores, a loan 
association, and a mercantile and industrial association.

In 1910 the State of Virginia required the books and transactions of all 
state banks to be examined by the State Corporation Commission. The St. 
Luke Bank survived this audit, but the Nickel Savings Bank and the True 
Reformers Bank did not. Nor did the True Reformer's fraternal society 
survive the demise of its bank. The failure of these and other banks, 
resulted in the creation of a separate Barking Commission by Virginia. 
Secret fraternal orders in the state were now required to divest
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themselves of their hanks. The St. Luke Penny Bank was now run as a
27separate institution from the fraternal order.

Despite the separation of the St. Luke Penny Bank from the fraternal 
order, the relationship between the two institutions remained coopera
tive. Although the bank was new run "as a separate institution with its 
own Stockholders, Directors, and officers," the Order still deposited 
their funds there, and Maggie Walker continued to serve as the bank's 
president. Indeed Maggie Walker's association with the bank continued 
until her death, despite several major reorganizations within the tank.
The first reorganization occurred in January 1930 when the Second Street 
Bank and the St. Luke Bank and Trust Company merged to become the Con
solidated Bank and Trust Company. In 1931, the Consolidated Bank merged 
with the Ccmmerical Bank and Trust. Following both mergers, the new bank 
was known as the Consolidated Bank and Trust Company; the St. Luke's bank
charter was retained as the basic framework, and Maggie Walker was

7ftretained as chairman of the board of directors.

As a result of the insurance commissioner's intervention, the Order 
developed a new investment policy that was designed to bring the Order in 
compliance with the actuarial requirements of each of the states that they 
did business in. They agreed not to invest in any corporation "so as to 
inpair its financial strength"; to set up a separate "Committee on the 
Investment of the Endowment Fund," whose responsibility it was to invest 
in securities acceptable to the various state insurance commissioners; and 
to limit their readily available cash in the form of bank deposits to 
$15,000 at any one time.^

The cumulative result of these changes - separating the bank from the 
Order, closing the St. Luke Emporium, opening the Order's books and 
transactions to the state, and agreeing to conduct its business in 
compliance with new actuarial standards - was to dismantle key portions of 
Maggie Walker's new 1901 agenda. The Order's various self-help activities 
had served several functions. The offshoot activities helped the
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St. Lukes compete with the other fraternal orders, particularly the Grand 
Fountain of the United Order of True Reformers; provided employment 
opportunities for the membership; and served as a source of income for the 
Order. By strictly regulating the type of investments the mortuary fund 
could be put in, the Order was no longer in a position to sponsor these 
types of self-help activities as an extension of its fraternal program.
But another more basic and subtle shift that was signaled by the insur
ance commissioner's interest in the fraternal order's affairs, was that 
the Order became more narrowly focused, less like a secret order and more 
like an insurance company. Maggie Walker, herself, recognized the direc
tion that the state's intervention was leading the fraternal order as 
early as 1909, when in addressing the fraternal order's membership she 
said:

And thus, Right Worthy Grand Chief, since last we 
met, we have passed frcm an old-fashioned, old-timed 
secret benevolent society, whose doings were private 
and secret, into a fraternal endowment association, 
whose only secret is the passwords, whose books and 
papers are rigidly inspected, and whose resources 
and liabilities are printed and sent broadcast 
throughout the land.30

This is not to say that none of the secret and social aspects of the Order 
survived. As we shall see below, the Order did find ways to support what 
it considered worthy civil rights and community causes; and there are 
references throughout Maggie Walker's 1925 diary of having "initiated, 
installed, degreed, & consecrated" new councils. And from the Binga- 
Plummer interview, it is clear that the secret passwords, rituals, 
regalia, and elaborate parades ware still very much a part of the Order's 
appeal during the 1920's. The Order, however, was not in the same 
position to independently underwrite or sponsor the same type of offshoot 
activities that it had from 1901 through 1905.31

WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS

Simultaneous to her leadership in the fraternal order and bank, Maggie 
Walker was active in several national and local educational, civil rights,
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and women's organizations, which echoed the concerns she expressed in her 
1901 agenda. Identifying Maggie Walker's involvement in these 
organizations and institutions is very important; they provide additional 
insight into Maggie Walker's ideas on a number of significant issues. 
Although her diaries document events or projects that she participated in, 
they do not give a complete picture of the organizations' activities nor 
the exact extent of Maggie Walker's participation. This larger view will 
have to wait until the records of each of these organizations and 
institutions have been located and researched. In the meanwhile, this 
section will serve, by association, to indicate sane of Maggie Walker's 
concerns.

In her fraternal order and volunteer activities, Maggie Walker expressed a 
concern for the specific problems of Black women. Part of the rationale 
for her new agenda was to develop sane type of "industrial work" to meet 
their employment needs. This was an abiding interest for her; in her 
diary entry for September 17, 1926, one sees how her concern for women's 
issues was translated into a proposed membership campaign slogan for the 
Order's 60th anniversary:

I thought how wonderful, how fine it would be for the 
women of the St. Luke Order - to honor the founder, 
Miss Prout by every woman, adding a woman to the order 
for its 60th Anniversary. How great lias been the 
success of her work. I decided to accept the thought 
and push it. "Every woman, a woman,” - for the 
founder, Miss Prout. Arouse woman's pride, woman's 
worth, woman's ability to honor each other."32

Her concern with women's issues was no better illustrated than by her 
involvement with the National Association of Colored Women's Clubs (NACW).

The NACW was founded in 1896 through the merger of two Black women's 
organizations; the National Federation of Afro-American Women and the
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National League of Colored Women. The NACW, which had as its motto, 
"Lifting As We Climb," was an umbrella organization of Black women's 
charitable clubs, that was composed of state federations, which in turn 
were composed of constituent local clubs. The individual clubs were each 
devoted to one or several charitable activities within the local Black 
community including organizing and supporting orphanages, old-folks homes, 
kindergartens and day nurseries, sanitariums, training schools for wayward 
girls, sewing and cooking classes, or lengthening the school term, and 
improving conditions among young working women. By 1916 there were 50,000 
American Black women organized within 1,000 local clubs, which in turn 
formed 28 state federations. Maggie Walker was active in the local 
Richmond constituent club, the state federation, as well as the executive 
canmittee of the NACW.^

Maggie Walker's local constituent club was the Richmond Council of 
Colored Women (CCW). She organized the CCW in April 1912, and served as 
its president until her death in 1934. While still in good health, she 
frequently attended evening and weekend meetings, lectures and presenta
tions at the "00" Clay Street clubhouse. Lhder Maggie Walker's leader
ship, the CCW was involved in several charitible activities; they raised 
funds to support a Vi sting Nursing program for Blacks in Richmond and to 
support the Anti-Tuberculosis Association, which established a sanitarium 
for Blacks in Burkeville, Virginia. The club's major project had been to 
raise funds to support the Virginia Industrial School for Girls located in 
Peake, Virginia, vhich was founded for the specific purpose of providing 
industrial and academic education to "wayward" Black girls. This project 
was of particular interest to Maggie Walker; not only did she participate 
in the fundraising, but was an active member of its board of trustees.
When Maggie Walker's illness became more debilitating, her attendance at 
the club declined, but her interest did not wane. On January 31, 1928, by 
which time she was unable to walk, a CCW meeting was held at her Leigh 
Street home. In order to accomodate the membership, forty-seven chairs 
were borrowed from "00" Clay Street. The purpose of the meeting was to 
decide whether the building at "00" Clay Street, should be kept or sold.
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The purchase of this building had been a source of pride for Maggie Walker 
and the club members, and served as a meeting place for other neighborhood 
groups, including the Richmond branch of the NAACP, to vhich Maggie Walker 
belonged.^

Through Maggie Walker's participation in the Richmond CCW, she had some 
contact with the Virginia State Federation of Women's Clubs, although the 
extent of Maggie Walker's involvement with the state federation as a 
separate and distinct activity from the Richmond CCW is not clear. The 
Virginia Federation was founded in 1907 under the auspices of the Hampton 
Negro Conference, vhich was an annual conference out of vhich a number of 
self-help social welfare activités had originated. The state federation 
coordinated the activities of the variais local women's clubs to sponsor a 
larger social welfare project. A major activity of the state federation 
was the Virginia Industrial School for Girls, at Peake; and given Maggie 
Walker's involvement with the school, it was likely that she worked with 
the state federation. Che activity in vhich she was directly involved, 
that was likely coordinated through the Virginia State Federation, was the 
fundraising campaign for the Frederick Douglass Hone (now the Frederick 
Douglass National Historic Site). This campaign was part of the national 
initiative sponsored by the NACW to preserve and restore the site. During 
1925, Maggie Walker headed this effort for the CCW, as well as coordinated 
the effort for the Virginia Clubs. Throughout her diary for that year, 
Maggie Walker wrote of the letters and fundraising activités that she 
initiated on behalf of the Douglass Home. In February, she attended a 
meeting jointly sponsored by the Richmond Neighborhood Club and the CCW to 
discuss and report on their Douglass fundraising activties, and in May she 
mailed a check for two hundred fifty dollars raised by the Virginia clubsOCto the custodian of the Douglass home.

In addition to the local and state level of participation, Maggie Walker 
was also a member of the executive committee of the National Association 
of Golored Women. In 1916, she served on the fundraising committee for 
the Frederick Douglass Home. By 1920 she was appointed Chairman of the
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Finance Committee, thereby becoming a member of the NACW's executive 
committee. In 1920, she became chairman of the scholarship fund 
committee, and was appointed that year as well, to the board of trustees 
of the Frederick Douglass Home.^ Although the details of her 
participation with the NACW are yet to be researched, this was undoubtedly 
an exceedingly important affiliation.

In the NAG? she met an influential group of Black women, who themselves 
were involved in important self-help activités, and through whom Maggie 
Walker, in turn, became involved in other organizations and institutions. 
These wcmen - Mary McLeod Be thune, Janie Porter Barrett, Nannie Burroughs, 
and Charlotte Hawkins Brown - had a great number of things in ccmmon.
They were all active on the local, state and national levels of the NACW. 
Each of these wcmen had been involved in a community based self-help 
activity that brought than in personal cent act with poor and less educated 
classes of Blades, particularly Black women and girls. Bethune, Burroughs 
and Brown, were all very impressive public speakers who travelled 
extensively in the United States and at times abroad, addressing both 
women's and Black issues, including lynching, suffrage, segregation and 
discrimination. More importantly, each of of these wcmen independently 
had been the founder of schools for Black wcmen or girls. And although 
they had all been liberally educated, sometimes with the support of white 
benefactors, all of their schools offered a mix of academic and industrial 
education courses as a way of supporting the school's operations, but also 
to give their students practical skills. Several of them had been able to 
secure the support of white benefactors for their schools, and to varying 
degrees were themselves involved in other interracial wcmen's activities. 
Religion, spirtuality and morality were very much a part of these schools, 
which is not surprising because seme of these women had originally trained 
to become missionaries. But underlaying the self-help aspect of the 
women's movement, was the idea that spirtual growth and good moral charac
ter were necessary, not just as a matter of religion, but also as a matter 
of collectively undergirding the race. This same commitment to morality

0 7and spirtuality was a part of the Independent Order of St. Luke.
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Maggie Walker was to varying degrees involved with these wcmen, their 
schools and their organizations, both through thier mutual labors for the 
National Association of Colored Women, and other organizations, but also 
through ongoing personal contacts. Again, additional research needs to be 
done here, but for now through association these relationships have a 
great deal to say about Maggie Walker.

Out of this group of women, Maggie Walker probably had the most continuous 
contact with Janie Porter Barrett, (1865-1948), who served as the first 
president of the Virginia State Federation of Colored Women's Clubs, 
beginning in 1907. As president, she took the initiative in founding the 
Virginia Industrial School for Girls in Peake, Virginia. This school 
aimed to rehabiliate delinquent Black girls rather than send than to 
prisons, working with young Black girls was not new to Barrett; she had 
in 1890 invited young girls to her hone, out of which developed the locust 
Street Settlement. This settlement offered courses in "cooking, serving, 
child care, gardening and poultry raising." Through the fundraising 
efforts of its constituent clubs, the Virginia Federation purchased a 147- 
acre farm site in Peake, Virginia. Subsequent fundraising activities of 
the individual Virginia clubs, as well as contributions from white 
philanthropists and the state of Virginia enabled them to build residences 
and buildings. Beginning in 1915 Barrett served as the superintendent of 
the school, and under her leadership the school offered an eighth grade 
curriculum as well as practical skills in household and faming skills.

Maggie Walker served on the board of trustees of this school and made 
frequent visits. She described two 1925 visits in vhich she came away 
impressed with the display of manners and cultivation the girls demon
strated during an elegant dinner for more than one hundred people. 
Following another visit she described the impressive lawn demonstrations 
of cooking, housekeeping, sewing, laundry work, table service, and tending 
horses, chicken and pigs. Janie Porter Barrett, in turn, was a visitor at
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the Independent Order of St. Luke, vhere she in May 1925 delivered a talk 
to the office staff. They also worked together through the Virginia 
Federation; in April 1925 for example, they jointly organized a luncheon 
to honor Mary McLeod Bethune. They also served on the Richmond UrbanOQLeague although it is not clear whether it was at the same time.

Maggie Walker and Mary McLeod Bethune (1875-1955) also found several 
opportunities to work together. The range of Bethune's interests and 
activities was nothing short of phenonemal, both during Maggie Walker's 
lifetime, as well as many years after her death. The Daytona Normal and 
Industrial School, which Bethune founded in 1904, began as an elementary 
school for girls, and in subsequent years introduced a high school, a 
normal training school, and later a junior college. In addition to an 
academic course of study, it anphasized religious growth as well as 
industrial education. Food production was both a source of income for the 
school, as well as an opportunity for the students to acquire a practical 
education. By 1923 the school merged with Cookman Institute, a men's 
school located in Jacksonville. This merger paved the way for the school 
to become the Bethune-Gookman College in 1929, which Bethune served as 
president from 1929-1942. It is not clear if Maggie Walker had ary 
contact at all with the Bethune-Gookman school, although her grandson 
Armstead Walker recalled a visit that Maggie Walker made to Florida to 
visit Bethune.

Simultaneous with her work at the school, Bethune had careers with the 
federal government and with several women's organizations, both of which 
were as demanding as her academic career. In August 1935, when she 
received the first of many appointments by Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 
the National Youth Adminstration, Maggie Walker had been dead for almost 
a year. But Bethune and Maggie Walker did work together in the National 
Association of Golored Women's Clubs. Bethune had been the president of 
the Florida State Federation from 1917-1924, and became in 1924 the 
president of the NACW. By this time Maggie Walker was on the board of
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directors of the NACW, and they undoubtedly worked together within the 
organization, the details of which await additional research. In December 
1925, Bethune founded the National Council of Colored Women (NCCW). In 
contrast to the NACW, which was oriented towards local self-help 
activities, the NCCW focused on public issues that affected Black women 
nationally, particularly segregation and discrimination. Although Maggie 
Walker did not live to see the NCCW, she had attended in 1930 an early 
planning session for its formation held on the Bethune-Cookman campus. 
Bethune and Walker also worked together in other organizations, including 
the National Association of Wage Earners and the International Council of 
Colored Women, both of which are discussed below.

Bethune and Walker apparently enjoyed a warm personal relationship, and 
Bethune was a frequent overnight guest to the Walker home. Maggie 
Walker's family recalled several visits to the home by Mrs. Bethune, 
including one that she made with Harlem Renaissance poets Langston Hughes 
and Countee Cullen. But most memorable were the recollections of Maggie 
Laura Walker Lewis, who recalled returning frcm school as a child and 
finding Mrs. Bethune sleeping in her grandmother's bed. Expecting to see 
her grandmother rather than Mrs. Bethune, Maggie Laura screamed, awoke 
Mrs. Bethune, and received a firm lecture frcm her grandmother. In 1933, 
Maggie Walker and her family attended the presidential inauguration of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, along with a friend and associate, Mary V.S.Y. 
Binga. Although there is no evidence to indicate such, it would be 
interesting to pursue whether Maggie Walker's attendance at the 
inauguration had been prompted by Mary McLeod Bethune. Bethune's 
government appointments had grown out of her relationships with Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt's mother, Sara Delano, and his wife, Eleanor. Both of 
these women developed friendships with Bethune as a result of her work 
with the NACW, which had on occasion worked with various white women's■aqorg anizations.

Another of the wcmen who served on the executive board of the NACW, and 
whom Maggie Walker had mutiple opportunités to work with, was Nannie Helen
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Burroughs (c. 1878-1961). In 1900, while serving as corresponding 
secretary for the Women's Auxiliary of the National Baptist Convention, 
Burroughs first preposed the establishment of a school to prepare girls 
for careers in housekeeping, office work, teaching, laundry work, and 
missionary work, as well as a variety of non-traditional areas. Classes 
began at the National Training School for Women and Girls in 1909, after 
the purchase of a six-acre tract in Lincoln Heights, Washington, D.C., by 
the Women's Auxiliary. In addition to academic courses, classes were held 
in "sewing, home economics, practical and home nursing, bookkeeping, 
short-hand, typing, gardening, laundering, and interior decorating," as 
well as such unlikely areas as "printing, shoe repairing, gardening and 
barbering." There was a model cottage on the school grounds, where 
domestic skills were taught, as well as a Sunshine Laundry that provided 
training for the students, as well as income for the school. There was 
also a religious dimension to the educational program that emphasized the 
importance of a spirtual growth and Christian character. More so than the 
other wonen, Burroughs was a vocal proponent of racial pride. As a 
columnist for the Pittsburgh Courier and Afro-American, and as a widely 
travelled and eloquent public speaker, she frequently addressed the 
subjects of racism, segregation, suffrage, but also the importance of 
Black women to hold their own in contacts with whites as well as with 
Black men.

Maggie Walker served on the board of directors of the National Training 
School for Women and Girls, although the extent of her impact here needs 
to be researched. Burroughs, Maggie Walker, and Bethune also served 
together on the executive board of the National Association of Wage 
Earners. Organized during the 1920's, this organization grew out of 
Burroughs' concern with the problems of Black industrial women's standard 
of living, wages, unemployment, working conditions, and grievances. Here 
again, the extent of Maggie Walker's service is not known. Maggie Walker 
and Burroughs also served on the board of trustees of the Frederick 
Douglass Home.
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Yet another project that brought Maggie Walker, Burroughs, and several 
of the other women together was the International Council of Women of 
the Darker Races (ICWER). The executive committee of this organization 
included Mary McLeod Bethune, Janie Porter Barrett, Nannie Helen 
Burroughs and Maggie Walker. One project sponsored by the ICWER was the 
formation of study groups to encourage knowledge of women's conditions in, 
what now would be called Third World nations. This educational progran 
was adopted at the Virginia Industrial School under Barrett, where, 
beginning in February 1924, a month of study was to be devoted each to the 
women of Haiti, China, India and Africa. The organization encouraged as 
well the study of Negro History, and indeed the National Training School 
required its students to take courses in Negro history.

Hiere was also apparently a personal dimension to Maggie Walker's and 
Burrough's relationship; Maggie Walker wrote of returning hone on 
September 15, 1926 to find Burroughs on "ny porch, awaiting me. I met her 
and invited her upstairs, made her feel comfortable, and for hours I 
listened to her." They spoke about numerous mutual activities and 
associates including, the NAACP, Mary McLeod Bethune, and Charlotte 
Hawkins Brown. In September 1925, Maggie Walker attended "Miss Burroughs 
Convention," in Baltimore, Maryland; apparently a reference to the Women's 
Auxiliary of the National Baptist Convention. The next year Burroughs 
reciprocated the visit; at the St. Luke Booster meeting held in in 
Washington, DC, in which "600 new members filled the middle isle, and 
members of the order packed the church,n there were numerous distinguished 
visitors, among them the historian Carter Woodson and Nannie Helen 
Burroughs.^®

Although Maggie Walker had some contact with Charlotte Eugenia Hawkins 
Brown (1882-1961) their relationship was probably limited compared to 
her contact with the other women. That Brown had been a subject of 
conversation when Burroughs paid her surprise visit to Maggie Walker's 
home in 1926, indicates some level of contact between the Brown and 
Walker. Brown had served as vice-president of the NACW, through which
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she undoubtedly had some contact with Maggie Walker, the full extent of 
which still needs to be researched. Brown was also a very dynamic 
speaker, and travelled extensively both in the United States and abroad, 
addressing such issues as lynching and discrimination directed 
specifically at Black women. Uhdoubtedly Maggie Walker knew of Brown's 
public reputation. But additionally Mrs. Mamie Evelyn Crawford recalled 
in her interivew, that Brown had paid a visit to the Leigh Street home, 
and speculated that it might have been a fundraising visit for the Palmer 
Memorial Insitute, located in Sedalia, North Carolina, vhich Brown founded 
in 1902.

The Institute grew out of a rural elementary school for Blacks that was 
initially run under the auspices of the American Missionary Association 
(AMA). Brown began teaching there in October 1901, but vhen the AMA 
abandoned it the next year, she took it over. It was renamed Palmer 
Memorial Institute after Alice Freeman Palmer, the president of Wellesley 
College, who had helped sponsor Brown's education at the Salem Normal 
School, after vhich she took courses at Harvard, Wiellesley and Simmons 
colleges. Under Brown's leadership the school was transformed from a 
rural elementary school, to a high school, and then a junior-college.
But in addition to academic courses, the school offered courses in 
agricultural and industrial training, and continued operations until the 
1970's. It is not clear if Maggie Walker had ary involvement at all with 
this school however.^

MAGGIE L^ WALKER, BOOKER WASHINGTON, W.E.B. DU BOIS, AND ASSOCIATES

In addition to these activities, Maggie Walker was associated with 
several other organizations although, here again, the extent of her 
influence can only be determined by examining the appropriate organiza
tional records, these organizations include the Richmond Urban League, 
and the board of trustees of the Hartshorn Memorial College. Hartshorn 
College later merged with Virginia Union University, from which Maggie 
Walker received an honorary Master of Science Degree in 1925. She was 
also a member of the Negro Organization Society. Although it is not clear
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precisely what Maggie Walker did in the Negro Organization Society, she 
lists herself in the 1927-1934 editions of Who's Who in Colored America, 
as vice-president of the Negro Organization Society of Virginia. And in 
January, 1928, when her health was failing, she still counted herself as 
an active member of the Society.^

The Negro Organization Society was founded under the auspices of the 
Hampton Negro Conference in 1909, and was meant to be an umbrella 
organization of local Black organizations. They sought to encourage 
cooperation among exisiting Black self-help social welfare activities 
located in rural and urban Virginia. Having as its motto, "Better 
Schools, Better Health, Better Homes, and Better Farms," the Negro 
Organization Society was particulary concerned with "the improvement of 
the health, moral and educational life of the people," and sponsored a 
number of educational campaigns to, for example, encourage better pay 
for Black teachers, longer school terms, ownership of land by farmers, 
and to promote better sanitary conditions in rural areas. Cue activity 
that the Negro Organization Society participated in was fundraising for 
the Tuberculosis Sanitarium for Blacks in Burkeville, Virginia.^

The point to be made here is that at the same time Maggie Walker was the 
leader of the Order of St. Luke, the president of its bank, publisher of 
its newspaper, and founder of its retail store, she was also involved in 
many Black social welfare, charitable and educational efforts. In the 
absence of a statement by Maggie Walker explaining her ideas and motiva
tions, it is necessary to proceed cautiously in interpreting her life.

August Meier, in his study Negro Thought in America, 1880-1901, has a 
great deal to say about the patterns of Black thought, and the develop
ment of Black organizations, businesses, charitable and educational 
institutions during this period, which may suggest an explanation of 
Maggie Walker's involvement. Meier argues that in the face of renewed 
violence, racial segregation, and disfranchisement at the turn of the 
century, Blacks stressed the importance cf relying on their individual
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and collective efforts to improve themselves. Although there were many 
varieties of this philosophy, Booker T. Washington's (1856-1915), 
expression of it was the most well known and accepted. On the group 
level, Washington stressed the values of self-help, racial solidarity 
and economic development; on the personal level, he encouraged the 
middle-class values of thrift, morality and industry as a way of gaining 
the acceptance of whites, as well as improving the Blacks' own conditions. 
He also advocated industrial education as a way of developing a specific 
trade which would lead to economic independence, as well as a way of 
developing the values of thrift, industry and morality. Although 
privately opposed to segregation and disfranchisement, his public stance 
was accommodating on these issues. Blacks were urged to concentrate their 
efforts on the accumulation of property, and the development of good 
personal character, as opposed to directly fighting civil and political 
inequalities. Meier argues that this philosophy of self-help, economic 
development and racial solidarity had a profound effect on thé business 
and institutional life of Blacks. The dramatic rise of Black social 
welfare activities, businesses, churches, fraternal societies and 
educational efforts were all expressions of the commitment to this 
philosophy.^

One inportant result of identifying the organizations with which Maggie 
Walker was affiliated, is that the ideas underpinning many of these 
involvements have traditionally been associated with Booker T. Washing
ton's ideas. Certainly Maggie Walker's work with the National Association 
of Colored Wcmen and its constituent clubs, the Virginia Industrial School 
for Girls, and the National Training School for Girls - both of vhich 
emphasized practical education - and her work to expand the Order into 
banking, retail stores, and printing, would indicate an implicit support 
of the ideas of self-help, racial solidarity and economic development. 
Furthermore, in her efforts to gain larger support for the retail store, 
bank and lithographic department, she often phrased her appeal in terms of 
the importance of Blacks helping themselves through the support of one 
another's businesses.
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That there ware direct contacts between Booker T. Washington and Maggie 
Walker is documented by Gertrude W. Marlow, Kim Bcyd, Cheryl Christmas 
and Denise Jones of Howard University in their annotated bibiliography of 
source materials on Maggie Walker. While there is apparently no direct 
commentary by Maggie Walker on her feelings about Booker T. Washington 
and his ideas and programs, their correspondence does imply seme support 
for him on her part. Maggie Walker was a member of the National Negro 
Business League (NNBL) as early as 1904; and had been invited by 
Washington to address the NNBL's annual convention, as well as to attend 
the annual National Negro Conference held at Tuskegee. She apparently 
did attend several annual NNBL conventions. Washington also requested 
fron her information on St. Luke activités to include in his book, The 
Negro in Business. He also invited Maggie Walker to Alabama to address 
Tuskegee students on the subject of banking; and Booker T. Washington 
was in turn invited by Maggie Walker to address the Order of St. Luke. 
Although it is not clear whether Maggie Walker went to Alabama at 
Washington's request, Washington did deliver the address in Richmond in 
November 1913, at her request.

But simultaneous with these links with Booker T. Washington, Maggie Walker 
also had ties with two individuals who had publicly identified themselves 
as critics of Booker T. Washington. One was W.E.B. (William Edward Burg- 
hardt) Du Bois (1868-1963), and the other was a Richmond attorney, James 
H. Hayes. While basically accepting the ideas of racial solidarity, 
self-help and economic development, Du Bois came to feel that there was no 
guarantee that once Blacks obtained middle-class status, they would be 
allowed to participate in the political and civil life of the nation. In 
fact precisely because of their subordinate status, the right to vote and 
to participate politically was even more urgent for Blacks. And while 
agreeing that industrial education was important and necessary, Du Bois 
felt that Blacks would also benefit by the development of a class of 
college-educated leaders.^®
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The NAACP, with «hich Du Bois was affiliated from its 1909-1910 
beginnings, was critical of Black disfranchisment and segregation, and saw 
its major role as litigating against racially proscriptive laws. Booker 
T. Washington perceived the NAACP as a challenge to his program, and 
individuals within the NAACP were publicly critical of Washington. ^
When the local Richmond branch of the NAACP was chartered in 1917, Maggie 
Walker was among the founders, and served as a vice-president for several 
years. In 1923, she was appointed to the executive board of the

A ONAACP. In this capacity she came m  direct contact with Dubois, and 
was very much impressed with him as well as the other men that she met in 
the NAACP. In Jamary, 1926, after attending an executive board meeting 
of the NAACP she described her impressions in glowing terms:

I had the pleasure of observation, of listening to 
well prepared annual reports, with drawings, showing 
the increase of work; of hearing short talks by out of 
town directors, of seeing how this great organization 
struggled for its rightful place; and finance to 
sustain life. The meeting added to my experience. I 
was pleased. The conference was held for the election 
of office« in Dr. Du Bois office. ... I saw hew he 
lived, and «here he worked. His tools, books. I 
rejoiced that there lived a Du Bois. I am studying 
those men. Johnson, Du Bois, Bagnali, White, Perkins.
What an aggregation of brain. How can it be best used?
Struggling for Negro rights, Civil, Social, economical 
and educational. 9

Maggie Walker also had contact with Du Bois through her family. When her 
daughter-in-law, Hattie Naomi Frazier Walker, was separated frcm her 
husband Russell circa 1920-1923, she worked as a secretary for Du Bois at 
the Crises. But in the absence of sene statement on Maggie Walker's part, 
it is difficult to extrapolate from her association with Du Bois, to her 
feelings about the relative merits of his ideas versus those of Booker T. 
Wàshington. This is particularly true in light of the fact that much of 
her involvement with the NAACP appears to have occurred after Washington's 
death in 1915.50
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A more direct and meaningful link between Maggie Walker and a critic of 
Booker T. Washington was through the attorney, James H. Hayes. James H. 
Hayes, (1855-1917), an 1885 graduate of Howard University Law School, was 
retained in 1902 by the Independent Order of St. Luke to secure a state 
charter for the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank, and again in 1905 to secure 
a charter for its retail store, the St. Luke Emporium. In addition to 
serving as the Order's attorney, he worked as an editorial writer at the 
St. Luke Herald, beginning in 1902. The first editorial of the St. Luke 
Herald, which was very likely written by Hayes, publicly identified the 
Order with several issues of concern to the nation's Blacks. It spoke 
out against mob violence, segregation, and Black disfranchisement. The 
latter, no doubt, was a reference to the new Virginia Constitution of 
1901-1902, which had been written for the specific purpose of excluding 
Blacks frcm the political process through a combination of poll-taxes, 
literacy tests, and understanding clauses.^

Hayes spearheaded the Virginia campaign to challenge the legality of 
the new state constitution, and a national campaign to raise funds for 
litigation, and to coordinate Virginia efforts with parallel challenges in 
other states. He organized the National Negro Suffrage League in 1902, 
which worked to maintain the franchise for Blacks. He also organized the 
Negro Industrial and Agricultural Society of Virginia, the Negro Advocate, 
and the Virginia Educational and Industrial Association. The Negro 
Industrial and Agricultural Society sought bo fight disfranchisement; the 
Negro Advocate, a newspaper, was established to challenge the new state 
constitution; and the Virginia Educational and Industrial Association 
raised funds to pay legal fees. Hayes travelled extensively to numerals 
northeastern cities to address conventions and meet with other "radical" 
leaders on the issue of disfranchisement. He even travelled bo the White 
House in 1904 to meet with Theodore Roosevelt on the subject of disfranc- 
chisement. In spearheading the legal challenges, Hayes gained the 
attention, and later the suspicion and criticism of Booker T. Washington.
A series of letters between Washington and Hayes, and between Washington 
and his supporters in various cities, document Washington's efforts to
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stop Hayes' efforts. Washington objected to Hayes' agitation, and public 
statements by Washington's supporters in Richmond argued that inasmuch as 
disfranchisement was a reality in Virginia, that Hayes' efforts would be

CObetter invested in helping Blacks to acquire property.

Although I could find no comments made by Maggie Walker critical of 
Washington, Hayes' presence at the Independent Order of St. Luke certainly 
seams to imply some support by her of this vocal critic of Booker T. 
Washington. In addition, that the St. Luke Herald criticized disfran
chisement, at a time when even the Planet, another Richmond newspaper, 
known previously as a vocal critic of segregation, disfranchisement and 
lynching did not, seems indicative of some implicit support by Maggie 
Walker of Hayes. This view is lent credence by the fact that for 1904, 
the Richmond City Directory lists "James H. Hayes," the "Negro Industrial 
and Agricultural Society," and the "Negro Advocate," as having their 
offices at the St. Luke's headquarters, located at 900 St. James Street, 
Richmond.^

Several years latter, Maggie Walker became involved in Virginia politics. 
Following the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, Maggie Walker 
personally worked very hard to register Black Richmond women. She had 
hoped that five thousand Richmond women would register during the fall of 
1920. &it at the same time she was encouraging Black women to vote, white 
men who were concerned about how the Black female vote would affect the 
political balance between Democrats and Republicans, urged white women to 
register. During the registration period, Maggie Walker felt that the 
registrars favored the white female applicants ever the Black ones, and 
filed a court petition arguing that Black women were unjustly being denied 
the opportunity to register. The courts did not respond to her petition, 
but in ary event 2,500 Black Richmond women registered during this 
period.^

In 1921 she became more deeply involved in politics when she ran for the 
position of superintendent of public instruction, on a ticket with John 
Mitchell, Jr., who was the gubernatorial candidate. John Mitchell,
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(d. 1929) like Maggie Walker, wore a variety of hats. He served in the 
Richmond City Council from 1888-1896 as a representative of Jackson Ward; 
was the founder and president of the Mechanics Savings Bank; and was the 
Grand Chancellor of the Knights of Pythias fraternal order, under whose 
auspices the bank had been founded. His most influential position was 
that as editor of the Richmond Planet, under whose ediborialship at the 
turn of the century, had been critical of racism, segregation, lynching, 
disfranschiment, jim crow laws, and the Virginia constitutional conven
tion of 1901-1902. Once the new Constitution had been passed however, he 
withdrew from politics and supported the traditional self-help ideology.
He felt Blacks should concentrate their individual and collective efforts 
on accumulating property, and indeed was critical of John Hayes who had 
mounted the legal campaign to challenge the the 1901 constitution. By

E C1921, however he apparently regained his interest in politics. 3

Maggie Walker and John Mitchell ran on the "lily-black" slate, which had 
been organized in protest against the regular Virginia Republican party. 
Hie Virginia Republicans had previously refused to admit several Black 
delegates to their convention. Following the lead of the "lily-white" 
Republican party nationally, the Virginia Republicans were working to 
disassociate themselves in the public perception as the "party of the 
Negro." The Republicans felt, however, that in sponsoring a separate 
ticket, the "lily-blacks" were surreptitiously trying to draw votes away 
from the Republicans in order to elect the Democratic candidate. In any 
event, although the "lily-blacks" garnered 5,046 votes for their 
gubernatorial candidate, the Democratic candidate, E. Lee Trinkle 
(Governor, 1922-1926), won the election.^®

Although Maggie Walker's grand sen, Mr. Armstead Walker, recalled that 
Maggie Walker and Governor Tr inkle enjoyed a cordial relationship in the 
years to come, it is not clear that her "lily-black" support had been part 
of a larger ploy to elect the Democrats. Even if it had been a ploy,
Tr inkle's victory in 1921 did not persuade Maggie Walker to change her own 
political affiliation; from 1927 through 1932, she lists herself as
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a Republican in Who's Who in Colored America. Ey 1933, however, she 
considered herself neither a Democrat or Republican, but an Independent. 
Interestingly, even during the years she was a registered Republican, she 
had had seme ambivalent feelings about her party affiliation as indicated 
by her November 3, 1925, diary entry: "Out early today, and voted an 
entire Democratic ticket. Why? No reason, just noted the ticket. One 
party is a good as the other." By 1933, Mr. Armstead Walker recalled 
that Maggie Walker had become an enthusiastic supporter of the Democratic 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. And her granddaughter, Dr. Maggie 
Laura Walker Lewis, recalled that when the banking holiday was announced 
in 1933, Maggie Walker had to rush home frem Washington, D.C., vhere she 
had been attending Roosevelt's inauguration.^

MAGGIE WALKER AND JACKSON WARD

Some of Maggie Walker's volunteer efforts in women's and civil rights 
organizations, took place in her local Jackson Ward community. The 
neighborhood that Maggie Walker lived and worked in has been desiginated 
the Jackson Ward Historic District, and is distinguished for the 
inordinate number of Black "professional and entrepreneurial activities" 
that originated and flourished there in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. These activities include numerous "fraternal organi
zations, cooperative banks, insurance companies and other ccmmerical and

C Osocial organizations."30

Maggie Walker was an important link in the Jackson Ward community; she 
was involved with several businesses, organizations and institutions 
there, and in ter leadership position in the fraternal society and bank, 
apparently lent the resources available to her from one organization or 
institution to another. This section aims to document ter relationships 
within some of the Jackson Ward organizations, institutions and indivi
duals. Here as above, the entire story will have to wait until the 
pertinent records have been located and researched. In the meantime, this 
section supplements the interviews, by shedding light on the seemingly

36



unrelated men, women, institutions and organizations that Maggie Walker 
worked with in Jackson Ward.

Maggie Walker was affiliated with the Southern Aid Society* vdiich was an 
industrial sick and death insurance company that was founded in 1893. The 
Southern Aid Society, which still functions today as an insurance company, 
is distinguished as being "the oldest industrial insurance company

C Qoperated by Blacks m  the United States." Maggie Walker served on 
the board of trustees of the Southern Aid Society, and several officers of 
the insurance company, in turn, served on either the fraternal order's 
board of trustees or the board of the directors of the bank. She likely 
first became affiliated with Southern Aid in January 25, 1926, when after 
attending the thirty-third annual meeting of stockholders, she wrote:

Attendence, fine reports, encouraging. Enthusiasm was 
high. Many men stockholders, very few women. A strong 
institution run by very strong men. A mit. Was 
elected as one of the four new members oE their Board 
of Directors, an honor conferred on me, which I 
appreciated. Tb be found worthy to enter such a group 
is to me a pleasure. 0

This affiliation, lasted until late 1927/early 1928, after which she felt 
"compelled to sever ny connections with the Board of Directors of its 
Southern Aid So. on account of ny condition." An advertisement published 
in the the NAACP's Crises after Maggie Walker's death, noted that she had 
been a Southern Aid stockholder, a member of the board of directors, and 
had received side benefits during her illness, and a burial benefit after 
her death.^

The Southern Aid Society and the St. Lukes Order were cm occasion involved 
in financial ventures. Because Maggie Walker was the link between these 
institutions and other organizations it is tempting bo attribute these 
joint efforts exclusively to her influence, but this can not be determined 
until the appropriate records are located. On the other hand, it is 
difficult to imagine that these events would have taken place without
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her support. In any event, in April 1925 the directors of three Jackson 
Ward institutions - the Southern Aid Society, the Richmond Beneficial 
Society, an insurance company, and the St. Luke Bark - met to jointly 
finance a thirty thousand dollar loan for the Sixth Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church. The Sixth Mount Zion Church was a daughter church of the First 
Afican Baptist Church of Richmond, and is known for its distinguished 
pastor, Reverend John Jasper (1812-1893). Jasper's sermon, the "Sun De 
Move," is often interpreted as an example of nineteenth century Black folk 
preaching. The Order had on occasion held their meetings at Sixth Mount 
Zion Church, including a service to close the St. Luke's 58th Anniversary 
Exercises in 1925. These three institutions were also involved in other 
joint commercial ventures; three years later Maggie Walker recorded that 
they had jointly invested thirty-thousand dollars in real estate located 
in Portsmouth, Virginia. The Southern Aid Society owned a 3/6 share of 
this investment; Richmond Beneficial owned a 2/6 share; and the Order 
owned a 1/6 share. ^

These institutions also cooperated in Jackson Ward charitable matters. In 
1925, as president of the Richmond NAACP, Maggie Walker headed a fundrais
ing campaign for the local chapter. The contributions included two 
hundred dollars fron the Southern Aid Society, three hundred dollars from 
the Independent Order of St. Luke, three hundred eighty dollars from a 
Baby Contest, and fifty dollars from Maggie Walker, personally. Another 
Jackson Ward institution, on whose board of trustees Maggie Walker served, 
that received contributions fron the Order was Hartshorn Manorial College 
- Virginia Union University. The University fundraising campaign that she 
headed in 1925, received contributions fron the fraternal society and 
several of its officers including five hundred dollars from the 
Independent Order of St. Luke, two hundred fifty dollars from Maggie 
Walker, one hundred dollars from Dr. W.H. Hughes, and fifteen dollars from 
Mrs. Bmeline Johnson. Dr. Hughes was the Order's medical examiner, and 
Johnson, a fraternal member since 1904, served in 1917 as the Right worthy 
Grand Secretary-Treasurer for the Juvenile Department. ̂
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lb some degree other organizations that she worked with lent their 
resources to one another. Maggie Walker had for example, in April 1925, 
arranged through the St. Luke Bank a loan for the Richmond Council of 
Colored Women. And the five hundred dollars that were raised during the 
January 1925 Richmond CCW pew rally was deposited with the St. Luke Bank, 
and it is likely that other organizations that Maggie Walker worked with 
deposited, their funds with the bank as well. The Richmond CCW, on the 
other hand, made their "00" Clay Street clubhouse available to the 
Richmond NAACP for meetings.®^

In a related vein, there were several board members of both the St. Luke 
Bank and fraternal order who also held important positions within other 
Jackson Ward institutions. The founders of the Southern Aid Society 
included Reverend Zachariah Lewis, Alfred D. Price, Sr., and B.L. and W.H. 
Jordan. The Jordan brothers had previously been associated with the Grand 
United Order of True Reformers fraternal society and bank. Reverend Lewis 
(d. 1927), lived at 202 East Leigh Street - a block away frcm Maggie 
Walker, and was the pastor of Second Baptist Church in Richmond until his 
death. He served as president of the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia, as well as the editor of the Virgnia Baptist newspaper. He was 
active in the both the St. Luke fraternal society and bank. In 1898, both 
he and Maggie Walker served on the committee that was charged with rewrit
ing the Order's laws and regulations. In 1904, he was appointed to the 
Board of Directors of the St. Luke Benny Savings Bank, and by 1917, he was 
the bank's vice-president, as well as an officer on the fraternal order's 
Advisory Ccmmittee. Maggie Walker considered him to be a personal friend; 
she referred to a January 1925 visit by him and another colleague, as "A 
very pleasant visit from two of my old friends." Alfred D. Price, Sr.
(d. 1921) was also a neighbor. He lived at 210-212 East Leigh, vhere he 
had both a funeral parlor and livery. In addition to serving as president 
of the Southern Aid Society in 1915, by 1917 Price served on the board of 
directors of the St. Luke Bank.®5
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St. Luke leaders were also among the founders of the NAACP. The founders 
of the Richmond chapter of the NAACP in 1917, included J. (John) Thomas 
Hewin (b. 1873), Maggie L. Walker, and Emmett C. Burke, none of whom were 
strangers to each other. Hewin served as the attorney for both the St. 
Luke fraternal order and bank, and Emmett Burke served as the cashier (a 
financial officer) of the St. Luke Bank.

In addition to these men, Maggie Walker worked with an interesting group 
of women at both the St. Luke Order and Bank. Two of the interviewees,
Mr. Anthony V. Binga and Mrs. Bemetta Plummer, suggested that Maggie 
Walker had gathered around her a coterie of young dynamic women, who had 
special leadership abilities. They saw Maggie Walker's special talent as 
her ability to attract like-minded Black women to the Order, and to 
encourage and prcxnote their abilities for the mutual benefit of the Order 
and the individual. They included in this coterie Mary V.S.Y; Binga, 
Lillian Bankett, Lillian Bazley, Bneline Johnson, Margaret Johnson, Nannie 
Morgan, Lillian H. Payne, Ella 0. Walker, and Rosa E. Watson.8^ 
Interestingly, Maggie Walker's diaries indicate that she herself, might 
have described the women she worked in a similiar fashion; on March 6,
1928 she wrote;

The Order of St. Luke has been ny life. I took the 
responsibilty of the management in 1899. ... tty 
first work was to draw around me women, who could 
"build the work," according to my then program, 
for years and years it was my good fortune to lead 
these wcmen in the fraternal world.... 8

She also wrote of her efforts to match the special talents and assets of 
individual women to the needs of the Order; or as she expressed it: "I 
am so anxious to fit every woman where she can best work with freedom and 
success." In 1925 she would have certainly considered Binga, Payne, 
Watson, and Waller, to be a part of this special group of women. Of the 
women mentioned by Mr. Binga and Mrs. Plummer in their interview, Lillian 
H. Payne, Ella Onley Waller and Rosa Watson were associated with the Order
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from the time of Maggie Walker's promotion in 1899f and perhaps 
earlier.69

Out of this group, Lillian Harris Payne (d. 1962) probably had the nost 
visible career. Payne lived at 114 East Leigh Street, two houses from 
Maggie Walker's, and she and Bally Anderson Payne - Maggie Walker's 
conpanion and "adopted daughter," were married to brothers. In 1901, 
Lillian H. Payne was elected to the Executive Board of the Right Worthy 
Grand Council. She also served that year as secretary of a special 
committee that, in effect, approved Maggie Walker's new 1901 agenda to 
start a bank, newspaper, and "industrial work." In 1902 she was appointed 
managing editor of the St. Luke Herald. She was also elected to the first 
directorate of the St. Luke Penny Saving Bank, a position that she held as 
late as 1917, and perilaps longer. When new councils in other cities were 
"initated, installed, degreed and consecrated," she on occasion travelled 
with Maggie Walker. In 1925, Maggie Walker placed her in charge of the 
office staff at the St. Luke headquarters, and judging from Maggie 
Walker's comments about her in her diaries, she was considered a capable 
leader.70

In 1900 Ella Onley Waller served as the Order's Right worthy Grand Chief. 
Along with Payne, she also served on the Executive Board of the Right 
Worthy Grand Council, as well as the committee that implemented Maggie 
Walker's new 1901 program. She was appointed to the board of directors of 
the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank, on vhich she remained as late as 1917, 
and served as well on the board of directors of the St. Luke Association. 
In addition, she served on the Order's Advisory Committee that was charged 
with investing the funds from the death benefit system. In addition to 
Waller's work with the order, she also worked on other community projects 
that Maggie Walker was involved with. In January 1925 she served as the 
chairman and mistress of ceremonies for the Council of Colored Women pew 
rally that raised more than five hundred dollars for the club. That year, 
she also sponsored the twelfth anniversary celebration for the Sabbath 
Glee Club, a Jackson Ward community activity to which the St. Luke Bank
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contributed $275.00. Maggie Walker certainly thought of Waller as a 
personal friend, and Waller in turn made numerous visits to her Leigh 
Street home in 1928 following Maggie Walker's decline in health.^

Rosa E. Watson was also a longstanding member of the Order. In addition
to serving on the first directorate of the St. Luke Bank, she served on
the Advisory Committee of the Right Worthy Grand Council. In 1915 she
served on the executive board that gave Maggie Walker a vote of confidence
following the accidental shooting of Maggie Walker's husband by her son
Russell. Watson also accompanied Maggie Walker to other cities for meet-

79ings, and was referred to as a friend m  Maggie Walker's diaries.

Mary Virginia Sweetman Young Binga, (circa 1878-1958), the mother of 
interviewees Mr. Binga and Mrs. Plummer, was active in the Order as well 
as in other Jackson Ward commmunity. At some point she apparently served 
on the Advisory Committee, and judging from ter son's interview she likely 
served as a Matron (adult leader) of one of the children's groups 
(juvenile circles). From 1927-1929, she served on the Negro Welfare Study 
Ccmmittee of the Richmond Council of Social Agencies which produced a 
major study on the social conditions of Blacks in Richmond, Virginia. She 
was a member of the Richmond Urban League, and inasmuch as she attended 
Richmond CCW Women meetings with Maggie Walker, was likely a member of 
that organization too. In any event, she was a frequent guest to the 
Walker home, and traveled to Washington, DC, with Maggie Walker to attend 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt's 1933 inauguration.^

Emeline Johnson also appeared to be active in the Order as well as in 
otter Jackson Ward organizations. In 1902 she, as Right worthy Grand 
Juvenile Secretary-Treasurer, was in charge of the Juvenile Department.
She also served cm the board of the directors of both the St. Luke 
Association and the St. Luke Emporium, as well as traveled out of town 
with Maggie Walker in order to "initiate, install, degree and consecrate" 
new councils. In 1925, she accompanied Maggie Walker to the executive 
board meeting of the National Association of Golored Women's Club held in
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Washington, DC, where they heard a speech by Mary McLeod Bethune. Given 
Johnson's presence at this meeting, it is possible that she was also a 
member of the Richmond CCW.^

Margaret Johnson was the wife of Reverend W.T. Johnson, pastor of First 
African Baptist Church, which Maggie Walker attended. Reverend Johnson 
had been on the board of directors for the St. Luke Emporium, but it is 
not clear whether Mrs. Johnson was involved in the Order. In June 1925, 
Maggie Walker sponsored a testimonial for Mrs. Johnson in tribute to her 
twenty-five year service as President of the Women's Missionary and 
Educational Association of Virginia, an organization possibly affiliated 
with the National Baptist Convention. Inasmuch as Maggie Walker records 
her as having attended a meeting at the Virginia Industrial School at 
Peake, Virginia, it is possible that Mrs. Johnson may have been a member 
of the Richmond CCW or the Virginia State Federation.^

Finally, Leila Bankett had been employed as a field secretary and 
organizer for the Order, and apparently had a great deal of responsiblity. 
She traveled extensively to other cities to arrange the organization of 
new councils. In 1925 Bankett travelled ahead to Chicago to arrange an 
extended trip for Maggie Walker, in which she met with several Black 
businessmen, including the director of a bank. Bankett left the Order 
sometime during 1927, the circumstances of which are not clear. Her 
departure appears to have grown out of an extended conflict between her 
and Maggie Walker, over Bankett's salary, status and responsiblities 
within the Order.

Although this section identifies individuals and organizations that Maggie 
Walker worked with in Jackson Ward and suggests interrelationships amongst 
them, a great deal of additional research needs to be done in this area.
It is not at all clear that all of these all of these joint activities, or 
even most of than, resulted from Maggie Walker's personal influence. 
Although she had a considerable amount of influence within Jackson Ward, 
there were a number of other men and women who were also active in Jackson
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Ward community and business projects. Perhaps none of them had Maggie 
Walker's reputation, but certainly they were likely both independent and 
caranunity-spirited enough to have coordinated the resources of these 
various organizations, institutions and individuals.

OTHER HISTORICAL ISSUES

In addition to the issues presented by Maggie Walker's professional 
achievements, several questions arose about her personal life as a result 
of the publication of Wendell Dabney's biography, Maggie Walker and the 
Independent Order of Saint Luke; Her Life and Deeds. As the only 
published biography of her life, it serves as the source of much of the 
conventional wisdom about Maggie Walker, and because it was written in 
consultation with Maggie Walker, it has a certain presumption of accuracy. 
But on two significant details of Maggie Walker's personal life, Dabney's 
account contradicts other credible evidence. The two areas open to 
question involve Maggie Walker's parentage and her physical health, 
neither of which in themselves require a major rethinking of Maggie 
Walker's historical significance, but nonetheless warrant further 
investigation.

In the Dabney account, Maggie Walker's father is identified as William 
Mitchell, wham her mother, Elizabeth Draper Mitchell, met and married 
while they both worked as servants at the Van Lew mansion in the Church 
Hill section of Richmond. This account would not be open to question, 
except that in two other sources, Maggie Walker identified her father as 
an Eccles Cuthbert. Her entries in the 1930-32 and 1933-34 editions of 
Who's Who Who in Colored America, identify her parents as "Eccles

" -  -T _ _

Cuthbert, Elizabeth (Mitchell) Cuthbert". Lending credence to the 
likelihood that Eccles Cuthbert was her father, is her journal entry for 
August 21, 1925, which reads:

... I was called Maggie, from birth to four years the 
Maggie L. Mitchell as my mother married a Win. Mitchell.
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I was b o m  in or at the Van Lew's mansions, twenty- 
third (sic) and Grace Sts. fty father was a writer, who 
was writing and making history directly after the close 
of war, 1865. ... 8

Dr. Maggie Laura Walker Lewis recalled in her interview, that she was 
told by her grandmother that Maggie Walker's parents were indeed Eccles 
Cuthbert and Elizabeth Draper Mitchell (d. 1922); and additionally, that 
William Mitchell, a servant in the Van Lew mansion whom Elizabeth Draper 
married after Maggie Walker's birth, was her stepfather. It is not clear 
what influence, if any, Eccles Cuthbert had on the day-to-day texture of 
Maggie Walker's childhood, or her adult life. Her journal indicates that 
Cuthbert apparently wanted her to move to Baltimore as a child and attend 
Catholic school there. And Dr. Lewis recounted an angry exchange between 
Elizabeth Draper Mitchell and Maggie Walker, when Eccles Cuthbert 
presented Maggie with a dress at her high school graduation. Nonetheless, 
it is not clear whether Maggie Walker ever had an ongoing relationship 
with him. Nor was I able to find any details about him - his vital dates, 
birthplace, or writings - although secondary accounts have identified him 
variously as a "northern abolitionist writer," or as a newspaper columnist 
without reference to his ideas.^

Relative to Maggie Walker's birth, one particularly interesting area that
requires additional research, and for which the oral history interviews
were oily minimally helpful, is the Van Lew family. Maggie Walker's
mother had been a servant at the Van Lew mansion when Maggie Walker was

finborn there on July 14, 1866. At that time the mansion was occupied 
by the younger Miss Elizabeth L. Van Lew (1818-1900), and very likely her 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Baker Van Lew (d. 1876). The younger Elizabeth Van 
Lew has a very important history of her own.

Prior to the Civil War she had been opposed to slavery, and the Van Lews 
had freed their slaves in the 1850's. During the war, Miss Van Lew had 
been an open sympathizer of the Union cause, and served the North in 
several ways from her Church Hill home. She visited Union officers
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incarcerated at the Libby Prison, bringing them food and clothing, and 
allegedly helped several tfoion soliders escape the prison. Her most well 
known service to the North was her removal and hiding of the body of 
Golonel Uric Dahlgren from the Confederates. Colonel Dahlgren had been 
killed in an attempt to free Union soldiers frcm Libby Prison, and the 
Confederates alleged that they found papers on his body implicating him in 
a planned attack on Richmond. The Confederates secretly buried Dahlgren's 
body in retaliation. Miss Van Lew discovered his grave and, at consider
able risk, arranged a more appropriate burial for him. During the War she 
also arranged for her servants to carry military intelligence to the Union 
side. Miss Van Lew was rewarded for her loyalty in 1869, when she was 
appointed postmistress of Richmond by President Ulysses S. Grant.
Although I was unable to find any evidence of such a relationship during 
the oral history interviews, or in secondary literature, given the Van 
Lews' pro-Union and abolitionist views, and their use of servants as spies 
during the war, it would be interesting to explore the admittedly remote 
possibility of an ongoing relationship between the Van Lews and Maggie 
Walker's mother, Elizabeth Draper Mitchell. More significantly, a 
relationship between Eccles Cuthbert and the Van Lew family needs 
additional research, given Elizabeth Van Lew's abolitionist and pro-union 
sentiments, and Maggie Walker's statement that "My father was a writer, 
who was writing and making history directly after the close of the war, 
1865. ..."81

Another questionable aspect of the Dabney biography, for which I was able 
to obtain an alternative explanation, was his treatment of Maggie Walker's 
physical health. By the time that the book was published in 1927, Maggie 
Walker was probably wearing leg braces. By 1928, she was confined to a 
Wheelchair. Precisely what precipitated her confinement is not clear, but 
the conventional explanation provided by Dabney is that in 1907, Maggie 
Walker had fallen and broken her kneecap. Such a fall may very well have 
occurred; a letter dated March 25, 1908 frcm Dr. J.H. Holmes to Maggie 
Walker expresses regret to hear "of your accident - a fractured patella."
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But a reading of her journal leaves one to suspect that such a traumatic 
injury may not have been the sole explanation for her illness.®2

According to her journal, in late 1927/early 1928, her condition began to 
worsen considerably; on January 11, 1928 she wrote that she had "fell 
backward out kitchen door, hurt myself very much. Spent the day at home." 
Her leg braces were repaired the next day, only to have her fall twice on 
January 13th, necessitating yet another repair. Apparently realizing 
that her condition was deteriorating, she made several consultations 
throughout the day of January 13, 1928. Her physicians, Dr. Hughes and 
Dr. Harris, indicated to her that "all has been done that could be." She 
also met with a Packard representative with whcm she arranged to have her 
automobile modified to accomodate a "chair with rollers." With Professor 
Charles T. Russell, an architect and professor at Virginia union, she 
arranged for the installation of an elevator at her home at 110 East Leigh 
Street. Meanwhile, while both projects were underway, she resumed her 
attempts to walk with the leg braces, as well as with crutches. &/

January 16th, she "walked for the first time very successfully back and 
forth ... each time with more confidence," but four days later when sir» 
walked downstairs she had to be carried upstairs in a chair by her son, 
Melvin Dewitt, and her chauffer, Alfonso Robinson. Her continuing efforts 
seemed to yield pain and numbness in her legs, and on March 19th, by which 
time both the projects were nearing completion, she wrote that "I soon 
found myself in bed. I am wondering if I'll ever be able to use my limbsOOagain. This night they were heavy, numb and stiff."

Her journal suggested to me a progressive degenerative disease, rather 
than a traumatic injury. A  credible alternative explanation was 
suggested by her granddaugther, Dr. Lewis, who recalled that Maggie Walker 
was paralayzed below her waist, which led to a loss of all of lower body 
functions, including her ability to walk. Drawing frcm her experience as 
a physician, Dr. Lewis said, "After I finished medical school, I, I sort 
of believed that she suffered from some sort of spinal cord dysfunction in 
seme sort of way, because it was a gradual thing, but it wasn't as if she
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fell down and broke her kneecap as some of the things have said. If it 
was, I don't remember...." Although this does not provide a definitive 
or even confirmable diagnosis, it does provide a credible alternative toOAthe Dabney account.

Another area in need of elaboration, rather than the subject of dispute, 
was the circumstances and impact of the tragic death of Maggie Walker's 
husband, Armstead Walker in 1915. Dabney recounts how Maggie Walker's 
eldest son, Russell, mistook his father for a burglar, and accidentally 
shot and killed him. The Dabney account seemed credible, and my interest 
was in the impact that Armstead Walker's death may have had on the family, 
and on Maggie Walker, personally. Except for acknowledging that the event 
occurred, none of the informants could add any new information, except 
Mrs. Mamie Crawford, who mentioned the financial strain that Russell's 
legal defense put on the family. Several grandchildren said that the 
subject simply was not discussed with than. Given the fact that the 
incident occurred in 1915, three years before the oldest grandchild was 
bom, it is not surprising that none of them had any first-hand knowledge 
of the incident. In fact, several of the grandchildren admitted that 
their knowledge of their grandfather's death was derived from their 
reading Dabney's biography. In ary case, this is an area of interest that 
warrants research in contemporary newspapers and court records.

Finally, one last area of Maggie Walker's life in need of additional 
research, is her relationship with the Wbmen's Comer Stone Beneficial 
Association, the Women's Union and the Women's Union School. The ques
tions posed here is the extent to which Maggie Walker maintained 
affiliation with this organization after becoming the Right Worthy Grand 
Secretary of the Order, and more importantly, the extent to which these 
organizations provided the new female leadership for the Independent Order 
of St. Iuke in 1899 and afterwards.

The 1898 Richmond City Directory lists Maggie Walker as the vice-president 
of the Women's Comer Stone Beneficial Association which was then located
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at 502 W. Leigh Street. The ether officers were Louisa Williams, presi
dent; Bettie Brown, treasurer; and Patsie Keiley Anderson, secretary and 
general manager. The following year Mildred C. Jones replaced Anderson as 
secretary and general manager. There is no listing for the Women's Comer 
Stone Beneficial Association in 1900, but there is a listing for the 
Women's Union Roans which were located at the St. Luke's Hall, with 
Patricia K. Anderson as manager. By 1902, the Women's Union Roams 
replaced the Women's Union School at the St. Luke Hall, and Patsie 
Anderson was listed as secretary and manager. It is not clear whether 
these three organizations were the same, although it appears that the 
Women's Union Rooms and Women's Union School probably were. Nor is it 
clear what Maggie Walker did within these organization, but one article 
describes her as having become "an agent for the Woman's Union, an insur
ance company, and took business course in accounting and salesmanship," 
between 1883 and 1886.®®

In any event, Patsie Keiley Anderson (d. 1907), secretary and manager of 
the Women's Comer Stone Beneficial Association and manager of the Women's 
union Roans, rose rapidly within the ranks of the Independent Order of St. 
Luke. In 1900, she served as the secretary of the committee charged with 
reviewing the Order's endowment and assessment system. Hie next year she 
was elected to the Executive Board of the Right Worthy Grand Council, and 
by 1904, she was also on the Executive Board of the St. Luke Bank. It is 
not clear whether any of the other women involved in the insurance concern 
accompanied Maggie Walker to the St. Luke, although in 1917 a clerk in the 
office of the Right Worthy Grand Secretary-Treasurer was Bessie Brown, who 
may have been Bettie Brown of the Wfcmen's Union.®^ It would be 
interesting to pursue the extent to whidi the past directors and members 
of the women's Union, or women's Comer Stone Beneficial were absorbed 
into or became a part of the Order following Maggie Walker's ascension to 
the position of Right Worthy Grand Secretary.

n o  EAST LEIGH STREET: House, Home, and Family

In addition to establishing the facts of Maggie Walker's personal and 
professional life, a great deal of interview time was devoted to
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documenting her life as she experienced it at her home at 110 East Leigh 
Street. Initially my major concern was meeting the information needs of 
the architectural, curatorial, interpretive and planning staffs, who were 
involved in the restoration of the house and its furnishings; in the 
preparation of development and preservation planning documents for the 
house and the surrounding structures; and in presenting Maggie Walker's 
story to the general public. As the interviews developed however, it 
became quickly apparent that the question of Maggie Walker's family and 
personal life on the one hand, and the history of the house and its 
furnishings, on the other hand, was not a true dichotomy. As her family 
grew, and as Maggie Walker's own personal health changed, the house to 
varying degrees began to reflect those changes. And of all the lines of 
inquiry, questions about Maggie Walker's life in the house produced the 
most information. While the grandchildren and other informants were not 
always in a position to know on a first-hand basis the details of Maggie 
Walker's professional interests and relationships, they had all either 
lived in, or visited the house frequently, and consequently were able to 
respond to detailed questions about changes to the house, uses of the 
various rooms, the decor of the house, and the like. This line of inquiry 
produced a great deal of information about Maggie Walker's family and 
personal life, and in turn, about the house and its furnishings.

When Armstead, Jr. and Maggie Walker purchased their hone at 110 East 
Leigh Street in 1904 from Dr. Robert Emmett Jones, a Black physician and 
his wife Daisy, they had been married for eighteen years. Previous to 
their move to East Leigh Street, they had lived at 907 North Seventh 
Street, in the Navy Hill section of Richmond. It is not entirely clear 
what Armstead Walker's occupation was during his marriage to Maggie 
Walker. The Dabney biography described Armstead, Jr. as a man several 
years Maggie Lena's senior, and the son of a prominent "expert brick mason 
and well known building contractor." The Richmond City Directory for 
1893/1894 confirms this. An Armstead Walker, (presunbably Sr.) working as a 
bricklayer, resided at 912 North Seventh Street; and an Armstead Walker, Jr.
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working as a bricklayer resided at 719 North Third Street. For the 
1895/1896 Directory listing, Armstead, Sr. was listed as a brickmason, and 
Armstead, Jr. was listed as a bricklayer, but now residing at 907 North 
Seventh Street. But in subsequent years, Armstead Walker, Jr. is listed 
variously as a "substitute carrier, p.o." (1901); a "sub-carrier, p.o." 
(1902), and as a "carrier" (1903). For 1905, by vtfiich time he was 
residing at 110 East Leigh Street, Armstead is listed simply as "p.o."
It may be that his apparent change in occupation was not recorded by 
Dabney. It is not clear how active he was in the Order of St. Luke, 
although at one point he apparently was the chief of one of the individual

opcouncils.

In any case, by the time the Walker family moved from Navy Hill to Leigh 
Street, there were probably six members in their extended family. In 
addition to Maggie Lena and Armstead, Jr. there were their two young 
sons, Russell Eccles Talmadge (1890-1923), and Melvin Dewitt (1897-1935). 
Another son, Armstead Mitchell, b o m  July 1893, survived only seven 
months. Probably living with them at their North Seventh Street address, 
and certainly residing at their East Leigh Street home, were Maggie 
Walker's mother, Elizabeth Draper Mitchell (d. 1922), and Polly Anderson 
Payne (d. 1967). The two times that Elizabeth Draper Mitchell appears in 
the Richmond City Directory, her address is recorded as 6 Duval Place 
(1893-1894), and 907 North Seventh Street (1899). Roily Anderson, who 
Maggie Walker referred to as her "foster daughter," and who is recorded in 
the Walker family Bible as a "daughter by adoption", may have been part of 
the Walker family as early as 1893. In her February 25, 1925, diary 
entry, Maggie Walker describes Polly as having been "with me about 32 
years. I presume I am the only mother she has ever really known, altho 
(sic) she buried her mother about four years ago."®^

With the many marriages and births in the family, the Walker household was 
growing. Roily Anderson, who did all the cooking, cleaning, and shopping 
for the family and took care of Maggie Walker's personal needs after her
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illness, married Maurice Payne in February 1911, and brought him to 110
East Leigh Street bo live. The following year Russell Eccles Talmadge,
who was an actuary or bookkeeper at the Order as well as an officer at the
Bank, married Hattie Nacmi Frazier (1890-1974), and they both continued to
live in the Walker home. B o m  to then in November 1916, was Eccles
Talmadge who only survived a few hours. In February 1918, Maggie Laura
was bom. Mean while Melvin Dewitt, who was an assistant cashier at the
St. Luke Bank and also active in fraternal affairs, married Ethel B.
Robinson (1900-1983) in 1919, and later that year, their son Armstead was
bom. His birth was followed by those of Mamie Evelyn in 1922, and
Elizabeth Mitchell in 1924. And certainly in 1928, by which time Maggie
Walker was confined to a wheelchair, but perhaps even earlier when she
wore leg braces, Alfonso Robinson was also a resident of the house. He
diauffered Maggie Walker in a Packard specially designed to accomodate her
wheelchair. He also assisted Polly Anderson Payne in performing heavy 

90household chores.

At the most, the house might have had as many as eleven or twelve 
residents. Armstead Walker, Jr.'s tragic death occurred in June 1915, 
followed by Elizabeth Draper Mitchell's death in February 1922, Russell 
Eccles Talmadge's death in November 1923, and Maurice Payne's death in 
February 1925. But even before many of these deaths, there had been 
temporary absences from the household. Russell had left for Washington, 
D.C., and Melvin for North Carolina, when they attended Howard and Shaw 
Universities, respectively. In addition, for varying periods both Melvin 
and Russell were separated from their waves. For perhaps three years 
before Russell's death, Hattie Frazier Walker, and her daughter Maggie 
Laura lived in New York City, during which time Hattie worked at the 
Crises for W.E.B. Du Bois. After Russell's death, both Hattie Frazier 
Walker and Maggie Laura returned to 110 East Leigh Street bo live. Hattie 
was then employed as a clerk in the printing department of the Independent 
Order of St. Luke. And on several different occasions while separated 
from Melvin, Ethel Robinson Walker left with her three children to liveQ 1with her mother a few blocks away at 18 West Leigh Street.31
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Following Maggie Walker's death in 1934, the house was occupied by Melvin 
Dewitt, Hattie Frazier Walker and her daughter, Maggie Laura, and Polly 
Anderson Payne. After Melvin's death in 1935, Hattie Walker, Maggie Laura 
and Polly Payne continued to live there. Maggie Laura left to attend 
medical school at the University of Michigan about 1937, leaving her 
mother and Polly Payne to live in the house. In or about 1954, Polly 
Payne moved to Chicago to live with Maggie Laura, followed by Hattie 
Walker's arrival there in or about 1967. The house was then occupied by a 
Reverend Jackson, who had been hired by Hattie Walker as a caretaker.

In the meantime, before the deaths, separations and departures, and in 
response to the births and marriages, Maggie Walker made several changes 
to the house to accommodate her extended family. An historic structures 
report, written on the basis of paint and wallpaper studies, examination 
of architectural details and historic documents and photographs, as well 
as the examination of early drafts of the oral history interviews, found 
that the house underwent three separate renovations by Maggie Walker.
The first project, estimated to have been completed circa 1910, involved 
enlarging the dining room, installing central heating, and converting the 
gas fixtures to accommodate electricity. The second renovation, dated 
circa 1922, added a new laundry, bedrooms and baths, and a second story 
front porch, that was enclosed in 1924. More changes were made about 
1928, including the installation of an elevator, and the enclosure of a 
second story east porch to create a bedroom, kitchen and dining area. The 
oral history interviews provide us with explanations for many of the 
alterations that took place after 1922, and document, as well, how the 
individual rooms and artifacts were used. In providing these connec
tions between the family and the house, the interviews tie the history of 
the house in with Maggie Walker's own personal story.

Although none of the grandchildren were able to specifically date the 
changes to the house, several remembered the additions of the bedrooms, 
the enclosure of the second story east porch to make a bedroom, kitchen
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and dining area, and the installation of the elevator. The elevator, all 
recalled, was to provide for Maggie Walker's nobility frcm the house to 
the outside. Simultaneous to the installation of the elevator, a ramp 
was built from the back of the house to enable Maggie Walker's wheelchair 
to be pushed directly into her Packard. Previously, Maggie Walker was 
carried downstairs in a chair by Alfonso Robinson and Melvin Dewitt. The 
additional bedrooms, the grandchildren recalled, were designed to provide 
more room and privacy for each family. Maggie Walker's bedroan and 
sitting room, which had previously been Elizabeth Draper Mitchell's 
bedroom, were to the front of the house; across the hall were the suite of 
rooms for Russell Eccles Talmadge's family; and the suite of bedrooms to 
the rear of the house was designated for Melvin Dewitt's family.

The 1928 enclosure of the east porch, although designed in part to pro
vide a bedroom for grandson Armstead, was conceived to provide more roan 
for Maggie Walker's personal life. With the house full of children and 
grandchildren, Maggie Walker wanted to provide a greater degree of privacy 
for herself. She originally planned to take her meals in the new kitchen 
and dining area, apart frcm the rest of the family. The experiment 
apparently did not last long according to Maggie Laura; she resumed taking 
meals with the family downstairs. But in ary case, these various changes 
were originally made to accommodate the growing family. The children 
recalled that although they retreated to their designated areas of the 
house at night, they were otherwise free to play and use the house in its 
entirety, with the exception of the front parlor, where the "more delicate
furni- ture" was. The back parlor, though, was where they played the 

. . 92piano and violin.

In addition to being able to provide in detail the uses of the various 
rooms, and their changing uses with the successive marriages, births, 
deaths and departures, as well as being able to identify the many 
artifacts throughout the house, the informants were dele to detail many 
life-cycle events that occured there. Maggie Laura was a premature baby, 
and a makeshift incubator was prepared for her at the house by the
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family physician in her bedroom. Meanwhile, Maggie Walker, in her joy, 
announced to the world, while seated at a bedroom window, "I've got a 
granddaughter named Maggie Laura, b o m  yesterday." When Russell died in 
1923, his wake was held in the front parlor, and Maggie Laura recalled his 
casket sat at the front of the room. Bernetta Young Plummer recalled how, 
as a young woman of nineteen, she served as a bridesmaid at the 1912 
wedding of Russell and Hattie that took place in the same front parlor.
The most memorable of all the recollections surrounding the Walker 
family's life in the house, involved Maggie Walker's death in 1934. 
Following a day in which she been driven to see the James River that had 
overflowed its banks, she lapsed into a coma. Maggie Laura recalled being 
summoned frcm her piano lessons, and sitting at her grandmother's bedside 
for hours on end, calling "Grandmom, Grandmom, Gtandmom, you know, half
way crying, and halfway trying to get her to - and she didn't, she didn't 
respond." And once she died, Maggie Laura recalled her amazement at how 
Polly Anderson Payne prepared her grandmother's corpse, which in turn 
influenced Maggie Laura's decision to become a physician. This account 
was supplemented by Elizabeth Mitchell Walker Randolph's interview, who 
recalled sitting on the steps of the house, and watching literally 
hundreds of people file through the house to view Maggie Walker in her 
casket, that was placed in the front parlor.

In addition to the life-cycle events, there were many recollections of 
the visitors to the house as well as impressions of such notables as 
Mary McLeod Be thune, Langston Hughes, and Countee Cullen. Bemetta 
Young Plummer recalled how many of the wcmen vho worked with Maggie Walker 
would gather at her house after church on Sunday afternoons to sit and 
discuss their activities. And after Maggie Walker's death, Elizabeth 
Mitchell, recalled boxer Joe Louis' visit to the house, and how "we stole 
our friends in to peek at him too" as he sat at the piano in the back 
parlor.

In addition to these recollections of events and activities in the house, 
there were many insights about the house and its furnishings; on how the
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house was painted, wallpapered and maintained through the years; the 
identification of many individual pieces of furniture as well as many 
personal artifacts of Maggie Walker; recollections of the decor of the 
house - with its many fireplaces, chandeliers, and photographs. Although 
originally I thought this line of inquiry would be separate and distinct 
from the the task of documentâting Maggie Walker's personal and 
professional life, it became clear that Maggie Walker's personal and 
family history, and to seme extent her professional activities, were very 
much tied up in the development, appearance and use of her home at 110 
East Leigh Street.
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NOTES:

Abbreviations:

WWCA: Who's Who in Colored America
VHLC: Virginia Historic Landmark Cormission

1. An overview of the various steps involved in conducting oral history 
interviews can be found in Willa K. Baum, Transcribing and Editing 
Oral History (Nashville, TO: Merican Association for State art!
Local History, 1977). Hie issues raised in editing transcripts are 
discussed on pp. 6, 26-27, 39-65. A discussion of the distortions 
introduced by the way an interview is structured can be found in 
Alice Kessler Harris, "Introduction," in Ronald J. Gtele, editor, 
Envelopes of Sound: Six Practitioners Discuss the Method, Theory and 
Practice~bF"Drai~History and teal Testimony (Chicago, IL: Precedent 
Publishing, 1975), pp. 1-87" Interviewing techniques are covered in 
William W. Moss, Oral History Program Manual (New York, NY: Praeger 
Publishers, 1974)Tpp.~4T^i£'

2. Wendell P. Dabney, Maggie L. Walker and the Indepedent Order of Saint 
Luke: TOe Woman and Her Vtork (Cincinnati, DH: Dabney PuBlTsHTng 
Company,^ 1527). DaEheyrs treatment of Maggie Walker's parentage and 
illness are the two accounts subject to dispute. Both of these 
issues are discussed below in the section entitled, "Other Historical 
Issues."

3. Articles on Maggie Walker include the following: Benjamin Brawley, 
"Maggie L. Walker and Her Enterprise," in Negro Builders and Heroes 
(Chapel Hill, ISC: North Carolina Press, 1937), pp. ¿67-272; Sal l i e 
Chandler, "Maggie Lena Walker, 1867-1934: An Abstract of Her Life 
and Activities" (unpublished typescript, April 28, 1975); Suse Feld 
and Stephanie Halloran, "Maggie Walker: Lifting As We Clinb," 
Richmond Magazine, Vol. 2: 9 (January, 1976), pp. 12-19; Beatrice J. 
Fleming,' HAmerica's First Woman Bank President," Negro History 
Bulletin, Vol. 5: 4 (January, 1942), pp. 75, 95; Mary White Ovington, 
“Maggie Lena Walker," in Portraits in Color (New York, NY: Viking 
Press, 1927), pp. 127-134; Sadie bamel St. Clair, "Maggie Lena 
Walker," in Edward T. James, Janet Wilson James, Paul S. Boyer, 
editors, Notable American Women, 1607-1950: A  Biographical 
Dictionary, Vbl. Ill (Cambridge, MA: Belknap-"Press of Harvard 
University Press, 1971), pp. 530-531; Charles Willis Simmons, "Maggie 
Lena Walker and the Consolidated Bark and Trust Company," Negro 
History Bulletin, Vol. 38: 1 (February/March, 1975), pp. 345-349; 
Alvin E. fdhite, "I Remember Maggie Walker," Sepia Magazine (December, 
1977), pp. 55-59.

4. Maggie Walker is described as having "... the unique distinction of 
being the only woman in the whole wide world ever thought worthy and 
competent bo establish and afterwards lead to heights of enviable 
fame a banking institution..." in the "Resolution of Board of 
Directors of the Consolidated Bank and Trust Company Upon the Death
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of its Pounder, First President and Chairman of its Board of 
Directors, Mrs. Maggie L. Walker" (December 19, 1934), reprinted in 
Jesse E. Fleming, "A History of Consolidated Bank and Trust Company, 
Richmond, Virginia: The Beginning of Black Banking in the United 
States," (Thesis, Stonier Graduate School of Banking, June, 1972), 
p. 92. She is also described as the first woman bank president in 
Arnett G. Lindsay, "The Negro in Banking," Journal of Negro History, 
Vol. 14: 2 (April, 1929), p. 178.

She is also described as the first American woman bank president in 
the following studies: Chandler, "Abstract of Her Life," p. 32; Feld 
and Halloran, "Lifting as We Climb," p. 12; Simmons, "Consolidated 
Bank," p. 345; B. Fleming, "First Woman Bank President," p. 75;
J. Fleming, "History of Consolidated Bank," p. 49; White, "I 
Remember," p. 55. In response to an article that equivocated on the 
question of whether Maggie Walker was the first woman bank president, 
Alvin E. White, a newspaper columnist, wrote: "Second, she was not 
"believed" to be - as your writer cautions - the first black woman 
bank president. She was the first woman president of any bank any
where ." See Alvin E. W i t e , "Correcting the Record on Maggie Lena 
Walker," Richmond Times Dispatch, April 4, 1978.

5. Louisa Brier Stevens is described as being the third American woman 
bank president, although the names of the other women are not men
tioned, nor vhether they were the founders or simply the presidents 
of their respective banks. See Portraits and Biographical Album of 
Linn County, Iowa (Chicago,IL: Chepman Brothers, 1 5b 7 ), p.' 853. 
Louisa Brier Stevens was first brought to my attention by Mr. Todd 
Mozingo of Iowa City, Iowa.

6. Maggie L. Walker, "Diary: 1925," Maggie L. Walker, "Diary: 1927," 
Maggie L. Walker, "Diary: 1928," (located at Maggie L. Walker NHS) ; 
Independent Order of St. Luke, Fiftieth Anniversary - Golden Jubilee: 
Historical Report of the Right Worthy Grand Council, Independent 
Order of Saint Lüke, 1867-1917 (Richmond, VA": Èkerett Waddey 
Company, August7 T?17)V Richmond City Directory, published under the 
following titles: J.H. Châtaigne, compiler, Cnataigne's Directory of 
Richmond, Virginia (Richmond, VA: J.H. Châtaigne), vbls: 1894-1895 
and” T895-1896; Directory of Richmond, Virginia (Richmond, VA: J.L. 
Hill Printing CompanyVtoTs 7"1Ï9 7,“ “Ï898, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1902, and 
1903; Richmond and Manchester, Virginia Directory (Richmond, VA:
Hill Directory Company, 1904); Greater Ridimond Directory (Richmond, 
VA: Hill Directory Company), 1905 and successive years. Joseph J. 
Boris, editor, Who's Who in Colored America: A Biographical 
Dictionary of Notable ’LivTngHPersons~"of Mricaln Descent in America 
(New York, NY: Who^s Who in Colored America Corporation), Vol. 17 
1927, Vol. II, 1928-1929; Thomas Yenser, editor, Who's Who in Colored 
America: A  Biographical Dictionary of Notable Living Persons of 
African Descent in America (Brooklyn, NY: Thomas Yenser), Vol. Ill,
f93tf-rs3'2;w: “t v ; ■ 1 9 7 3= 1 9 3 7.

7. Gertrude W. Marlowe, Kim Q. Boyd, Cheryl Christmas, and Denise Jones, 
"Critical Review of Selected Sources Available on the Public Career 
of Maggie L. Walker" (Contract study for National Park Service, July 
15, 1984).
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8. Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 5, 6-7.

9. William M.T. Forrester, Ritual of the Independent Order of Saint 
Luke, containing Form for Opening, Closinĝ , '¿nitration, Constituting 
and Consecrating of Subordmate Councils, Ceremonies' 'f6r~Tnstallation 
of Officers and Funerals with Rules and Regulations (Richmond 7 VA: 
RTchitond Dispatch Printing House, Í8T7J, pp. 15, 19-20.

10. Forrester, Ritual, pp. 5-12, 26-36; Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 19,
69-70.

At some point prior to 1895 there were two Grand Councils that 
represented the subordinate councils in Virginia and New York. In 
1895 the two Grand Councils were organized into the R.E.N. Grand 
Council, but because of numerous disputes, this larger body was 
dissolved in October, 1902. The Virginia Grand Council was always 
the stronger of the two and set the tone and direction for the entire 
Order. See Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 6, 13.

11. Dabney, Maggie L. Walker, p. 32; Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 9-10, 12,
20.

12. Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 12, 20, 34. Arthur S. Hamilton,
Statistics: Fraternal Societies (Rochester, NY: The Fraternal 
Monitor, 1926), p. T7. Statistics on the membership and number of 
states that the Order was active in are listed in the annual reports 
reprinted in Fiftieth Anniversary. Statistics for the Independent 
Order of St. Lukeand other fraternal insurance societies, for such 
indicators as premium rates, number of members and councils, assets 
and liabilities, and amount of insurance in force can be found in 
successive editions of Hamilton, Fraternal Societies.

13. Maggie L. Walker, "Report of Right Worthy Grand Secretary to 
Independent Order of Saint Luke," August 20, 1901, reprinted in 
J. Fleming, "Consolidated Bank," pp. 73-75; Fiftieth Anniversary, 
p. 23.

14. "Our Mission," St. Luke Herald, March 29, 1902, reprinted in 
Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 26.

15. for a discussion of the goals of the St. Luke Herald, see Mrs. L.C. 
Miller, "Our Printing Department," (1913) pp. 56-59', and Mrs. Lillian H. 
Payne, "Our St. Luke Herald," (1915) pp. 59-61, in Fiftieth 
Anniversary. Ebr a brief history of the St. Luke Emporium which was 
opened for business from 1905-1911, see Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 55, 
76-77.

16. The officers, shareholders, and internal organization cf the St. Luke 
Penny Bank are described in Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 29.

Appeals to the membership to support the bank, newspaper and printing 
department on the basis of racial solidarity can be found in: pp.
23-24, 55; Mrs. L.C. Miller, "Printing Department," pp. 58-59; Mrs. 
Lillian H. Payne, "St. Luke Herald," pp. 59-61, in Fifitieth
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Anniversary. See also Dr. H.L. Harris, "1915 - 48th Convention," in 
Memoirs: Past Right Worthy Grand Chiefs, 1881-1931 (Richmond, 
Virginia: Independent 'dreier of St. Luke), p. 36; Brünett C. Burke, 
"Report to 37th Annual Convention," (August, 1904), pp. 77-78, and 
Burnett C. Burke, "Report of Cashier of St. Luke Penny Savings Bank," 
(August, 1905), pp. 80-82 reprinted in J. Fleming, "Consolidated 
Bank."

17. Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 8, 9-11.

18. Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 20.

19. Forrester, Rituals, p. 19.

The rationale and deficiences of the mutual assessment system are 
explained in Janice E. Greider and William T. Beadles, Principles of 
Life Insurance, Vol. I (Hemewood, IL: Richard D. Irwin,Ti6i), 
pp. 49-53.

The insurance operations of early Black fraternal orgranizations are 
discussed in William J. Trent, Jr., "Development of Negro Life 
Insurance Enterprises" (Thesis, University of Pennsylvania, 1932), 
pp. 24-29; Carter G. Woodson, "Insurance Business Among Negroes," 
Journal of Negro History, Vol. 14: 2 (April, 1929), pp. 202-226; and 
August Meier, Negro Thought in America, 1880-1915: Racial Ideologies 
in the Age of Öooker t!. Washington (Ann Arbor, Ml: Ann Arbor books,
T569T7 PpT ------------------- -------

20. there had been numerous plans to restructure the insurance department 
under both William M.T. Forrester and Maggie Walker, the development 
of the Independent Order of St. Luke's insurance system can be traced 
through the Order's annual reports reprinted in Fiftieth Anniversary. 
Beginning in the 1881 report, and interspersed throughout the 
succeeding years are discussions of ways bo organize and finance the 
"endowment feature," and statistics on the number of claims paid for 
any given year, these discussions can be found on the following 
pages for the given years: 1881, pp. 7-8; 1885, p. 9; 1887,
pp. 9-11; 1889, p. 11; 1895, pp. 12-13; 1897, pp. 15-16, 19; 1900, 
pp. 20-22; 1903, pp. 27-28. Maggie Walker's efforts bo restructure 
the insurance department are specifically discussed in the following 
pages: 1907, pp. 31-32; 1909, p. 35; 1910, p. 36; 1911, p. 40; 1913, 
pp. 42-43; 1914, pp. 45-47; 1915, pp. 48,50-53.

21. Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 30-31, 34, 35, 40, 48, 52-53.

22. Maggie L. Walker, "Report of the Right Worthy Grand Secretary- 
Treasurer, Maggie L. Walker" (1915) in Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 50.

23. the Legal Reserve System as an insurance concept is discussed in 
Greider & Beadles, Life Insurance, Vol. I, pp. 72-73.

the new Legal Reserve System for the Order of St. Luke is discussed 
in Sarah A. Clarke, "1927 - 60th Convention," pp. 47-48, and 
Elizabeth R. White, "1929 - 62nd Convention," pp. 49-50, in Memoirs. 
Maggie Walker refers bo the Legal Reserve System in entries for: 
January 1, 3, 20, 23, 25; February 1, 17, in Walker, "Diary: 1928."
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24. Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 55, 12-1 A.

25. Ep. 76-77, and Maggie L. Walker, "Report of the Right worthy Grand
Secretary-Treasurer, Maggie L. Walker" (1915), in Fiftieth 
Anniversary, p. 55. — — — .

26. J. Fleming, "Consolidated Bank," pp. 14-20, and listings for "604-608 
North Second Street" in Richmond City Directory, 1904, 1910.

27. Lindsay, "Negro in Banking," p. 178; J. Fleming, "Consolidated Bank," 
pp. 19, 33-35; and Simmons, "Consolidated Bank," p. 348.

28. Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 75; J. Fleming, "Consolidated Bank," pp. 
42-4Ô, Simmons,^Consolidated Bank," pp. 348-349.

29. Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 46-48.

30. Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 35.

31. April 3, and May 16, in Walker, "Diary: 1925;" Anthony J. Binga, 
Bemetta Young Plummer and Diann L. Jacox, "Oral History Interview:
Mr. Anthony J. Binga and Mrs. Bemetta Young Plummer," March 12, 1981, 
pp. 7, 9-10, 21-27 (located at Maggie L. Walker NHS.)

32. September 17, in Walker, "Diary: 1926."

33. The activités and history of the National Association of Colored 
Warten (NACW) is discussed in Mary Church Terrell, "Club Work of 
Colored Women," Southern Workman, Vol. 30: 8 (August, 1901), pp. 
435-438; Paula Giddings, When and Where I Enter: The Inpact of Black 
Women on Race and Sex in America (iïew' Ÿork, NŸ: WilTiam Morrow and 
¿anpany, T9'8'4), pp.' 75PT17; derder Lerner, editor, Black Women in 
White America: A  Documentary History (New York, NY: Pantheon Books, 
1972), pp. 432-4Î7; and August Meier, Negro Thought in America:
Racial Ideologies in the Age of Booker T. Washington*TAnn Arbor , MI : 
Ann Arbor Paperback^" Uhiversity of Michigan Press, 1963), pp. 134-135.

34. Dabney, Maggie L. Walker, pp. 136-137. Maggie Walker records her 
participation in the" Richmond Council of Colored Women in: January 
20, 25, 26, 31; February 4, 8, 15, 20; March 10, April 10, 27, 28, 
June 5, October 5, November 30 in Walker, "Diary: 1925;" and January 
1, 3, 31, Mardi 27, in Walker, "Diary: 1928."

35. "Federation of Colored Women," The Southern Workman, Vol. 40: 8 
(August, 1911), pp. 453-455. Maggie Walker records her participation 
in the Virginia State Federation as well as her fundraising 
activities for the Frederick Douglass Home in the following entries: 
Frederick Douglass Hone: January 31; February 2, 4, 15; May 27 in 
Walker, ''biary: T925Tir Virginia State Federation: April 27, May 
27, in walker, "Diary: 1925;^ February 11, in Walker, "Diary:
1928."

36. Marlowe, et. al, "Critical Review" pp. 22-23. For Maggie Walker's 
participation on the national board of the NACW see April 27, May 
2-9, in Walker, "Diary: 1925."
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37. Cbmpare individual referenœs for Barrett, Bethune, Burroughs and 
Brown listed below in notes 38-41 below, and Giddings, When and 
Where, pp. 95-102.

38. Ovington, "Janie Porter Barrett" in Portraits, pp. 181-193? Sadie 
Daniel St. Clair, "Janie Porter Barrett,,r in Notable American Women, 
1607-1950, Vol. I, pp. 96-97. Maggie Walker records hier visits to 
the Virginia Industrial School for Girls, and her meetings with 
Barrett in her entries for March 25-26, April 27, May 29, June 18, 
November 30 in Walker, "Diary: 1925"; and January 6, 18, and 
February 11, in Walker, "Diary: 1928."

39. Elaine M. Smith, "Mary McLeod Bethune," in Barbara Sicherman, Carol 
Hurd Green, Ilene Kantrov and Harriette walker, Notable American 
Women: The Modem Period (Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard 
University~Press, 198Ö) Vpp. 76-80; Giddings, When and Where, pp. 
199-230; Mary McLeod Bethune, "A College on a Garbage Dumpr ”(1941), 
in Lemer, Black Women, pp. 134-143; Armstead Walker and Diann L. 
Jacox, "Oral History Interview: Armstead Walker," February 20, 1981, 
p. 9, (located at Maggie L. Walker NHS). Maggie Walker records 
meetings she attended with Bethune in the following entries: April 
27, and May 2, in Walker, "Diary: 1925."

40. See Evelyn Brooks Barnett, "Nannie Burroughs and the Education of 
Black Women," in Share« Harley and Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, The 
Afro-American Woman: Struggles and Images (Port Washington, NY: 
Kemikat ^ress,T57f), pp. 97-1 Off f Juanita Fletcher, "Nannie Helen 
Burroughs," in Sicherman, et. al., Notable American Wbmen: The 
Modem Period, pp. 125-127; and Lerner, Black Women, pp. 132-Î34, 
55Ö-553.”lïaggie Walker writes of Burroughs in the following entries: 
September 15, in Walker, "Diary: 1926"; and September 10, 11, 12, in 
Walker, "Diary: 1925."

41. Ruth Ann Stewart, "Charlotte Eugenia Hawkins Brown," in Sicherman, 
et. al., Notable American Women: The Modem Period, pp. 111-113. See 
also"Tharolotte Hav&ins Brcwn, k,FuncT Raising for Palmer Memorial 
Institute," in Lemer, Blade Women, pp. 124-132.

42. "Maggie L. Walker," in Boris, WWCA Vol. I, 1927, pp. 210-211; Vol.
II, 1928-1929, pp. 379-380; "MaggTe L. Walker," Yenser, WWCA Vbl.
III, 1930-1932, p. 439.; Vol. IV, 1933-1937, p. 541. ForTîaggie 
Walker's participation in variais organizations, see also January 3, 
in Walker, "Diary: 1928." Maggie Walter records her meetings and 
fundraising activities for Hartshorn Memorial College and Virginia 
Union University in the following entries: Hartshorn June 7, in 
Walker, "Diary: 1925"; January 3, 5, 11, in Walker, "Diary: 1928." 
Virginia Union University: March 10, 29; April 10, 26, 28; in 
Walter, "Diary: 1925*; January 5, 12, in Walker, "Diary: 1928."

43. The history and activities of the Negro Organization Society of 
Virginia are discussed in "Negro Health and Education," Southern 
Workman, Vol. 40: 8 (August, 1911), pp. 455-457; "The Negro 
Organization Society," Southern Workman, Vol. 40: 5 (May, 1911), pp. 
262-263; "The Negro Organization Society," Southern Workman, Vol.
55:1 (January, 1926), pp. 5-6; "Negro OrganizationSociety," Southern 
Workman, Vol. 55: 12 (December, 1926), pp. 533-534.
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44. For an analysis of Booker T. Washington's philosophy, see Meier,
Negro Thought, pp. 85-118; and pp. 121-138 for an analysis of the 
relationship between self-help ideology and the development of 
agencies and institutions for social uplift within the Black 
community.

45. Marlowe, et. al., "Critical Review," pp. 4-6.

46. Meier, Negro Thought, pp. 190-206.

47. Booker T. Washington's thoughts about the NAACP, and prior to that, 
the Niagara Movement, many of whose members joined the NAACP, are 
discussed in Meier, Negro bought, pp. 178-184.

48. Marlowe, et. al., "Critical Review," pp. 32-35, 40.

49. January 4, in Walker, "Diary: 1926." The individuals referred to 
here were likely, Robert Bagnall, Walter White and James Weldon 
Johnson.

50. Bor Hattie Naomi Frazier Walker's werk with Du Bois, see Maggie Laura 
Walker Lewis and Diann L. Jaoox, "Oral History Interview: Dr. Maggie 
Laura Walker Lewis," April 18, 1981, pp. 17-18 (located at Maggie L. 
Walker NHS). For Maggie Walker's participation in the national 
executive board and the local Richmond chapter of the NAACP see 
January 2-5, March 10, October 15, November 24, 25, in Walker,
"Diary: 1925."

51. James H. Hayes' work for the Independent Order of St. Luke is 
noted in Fiftieth Anniversary, pp. 25, 70, 74, 76, Maggie Walker 
expresses her appreciation for Hayes' work in March 7, 8, 10-12, in 
Walker, "Diary: 1928." Mrs. Bemetta Y. Plummer recalled that James 
H. Hayes, Esquire worked as the legal advisor for the Independent 
Order of St. Luke in Binga, Plummer, and Jaoox, "Interview," p. 13.
The first editorial of the St. Luke Herald, which was very likely , 
written by James H. Hayes, is reprinted in "Our Mission," Fiftieth 
Anniversary p. 26. The provisions of the Virginia Constitution of 
1901-1902 and its background is discussed in Andrew Buni, The Negro 
In Virginia Politics: 1902-1965 (Charlottesville, VA: ühiversity of 
Virginia Press, 1977), pp. 12-33.

52. James H. Hayes' professional affiliations and efforts to challenge 
the legality of the Virginia Constitution of 1901-1902, are discussed 
in Buni, Negro Politics, pp. 34-40, 44-49. See also, Virginia 
Historic Landmark Commission, (hereafter, VHLC), "Jackson Ward 
Historic District National Register of Historic Places Inventory- 
Ncmination Form," Continuation Sheet 25, (July 30, 1976). The 
significance of the James H. Hayes - Booker T. Washington rift is 
discussed in Meier, Negro Thought, pp. 174, 175, 176, 237. The 
Hayes-Washing ton dispute is illuminated in the following corre
spondence: James H. Hayes to Booker T. Washington, February 3, 1903, 
p. 30; Booker T. Washington to James H. Hayes, February 9, 1903, pp. 
60-61; Charles William Anderson to Booker T. Washington, May 13,
1903, pp. 138-140 in Louis R. Harlan and Raymond W. Smock, editors,
The Booker T. Washington Papers: 1903-1904, Vol. 7 (Chicago, IL:
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University of Illinois Press, 1977); Charles William Anderson to 
Booker T. Washington, July 20, 1904, pp. 23-25; Charles William 
Anderson to Booker T. Washington, July 28, 1904, pp. 28-31; James H. 
Hayes to Booker T. Washington, December 27, 1904, pp. 168-169; Booker 
T. Wàshington to James H. Hayes, December 31, 1904, pp. 170-171; John 
B. Nail to Booker T. Washington, February 22, 1905 pp. 199-200 in 
Harlan and Smock, Washington Papers: 1904-1906, Voi. 8.

53. See listings for "James H. Hayes," "Negro Advocate," "Negro 
Industrial and Agricultural Society o£ Virginia," and "900 St. James 
Place," in Richmond City Directory: 1904 and 1905.

54. Maggie Walker's efforts to register Richmond Black women following 
the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment is discussed in Buni, Negro 
in Virginia, pp. 77-78.

55. John Mitchell's career and philosophy is discussed in VHIC, "Jackson 
Ward Historic District," Continuation Sheets 24-25; Meier, Negro 
Thought, pp. 79-80; 231-232; Buni, Negro in Virginia, pp. 36-39.

56. Maggie Walker's "lily-black" candidacy and the election results are 
discussed in Buni, Negro in Virginia, pp. 84-89.

57. Mr. Armstead Walker's discussion of his grandmother's relationship 
with Governor E. Lee Trinkle can be found in A. Walker and Jacox, 
"Interview" pp. 24, 40, 53. Maggie Walker's political affiliation 
is listed in Boris, WWCA (1927) pp. 210-211: Republican; Boris, WWCA 
(1928-1929) p. 379: Eqpublican; Yenser, WWCA (1930-1932) p. 439: 
Independent; Yenser, WWCA (1933-1937) p. 541: Independent. November 
3, in Walker, "Diary: 1925"; A. Walker and Jacox, "Interview," p. 45; 
Lewis and Jacox, "Interview," pp. 57-58.

58. VHLC, "Jackson Ward Historic District," Item 8.

59. Trent, "Negro Life Insurance Enterprises," p. 51 ; Woodson, "Insurance 
Business," p. 212.

60. January 25, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1926."

61. "Southern Aid's Work Impressive," Richmond Times Dispatch: Outlook
Edition, December 31, 1926; Woodson, “insurance Business," p.2T5; 
January 1, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1928"; Crises, \fol 42: 5 (May 1935), 
p. 158. —

62. VHLC, "Jackson Ward Historic District," Continuation Sheet 22; April 
10, September 27, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1925"; February 28, in M. 
Walker, "Diary: 1928."

63. April 26 and November 25 in M. Walker, "Diary: 1925."

64. January 25, April 28, December 13, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1925."
Maggie Walker notes that after attending the Tent's convention in 
Washington, DC she "Secured a deposit for St. Luke B. & T. Co." in 
May 28, M. Walker, "Diary: 1925."
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65. Z.D. Lewis' activities are noted in pp. 17, 18, 27, 29, 42, 56, 74, 
76 in Fiftieth Anniversary; Nancy Jo Taylor, "Heritage of Black 
Richmond,11 Richmond Afro^^American, March 14, 1981, p. 10; and "202 
East Leigh street/1 in Richmond (üity Directory, 1915, 1925. A.D. 
Price's activities are noted in p." 76 in Fiftieth Anniversary; "210- 
212 East Leigh Street," in Richmond City Directory, 1905, 1910,
1915, 1920. See also "Southern Aid's Work Impressive," Richmond 
Times Dispatch-Outlook Edition, December 31, 1926.

66. J. Thomas Hewin's activities are noted in pp. 46, 69, 76 in Fiftieth 
Anniversary, and January 30, March 1 in M. Walker, "Diary: 1920." 
Burnett Burke's activities are noted in pp. 74, 76 in Fiftieth Anni
versary. For their work with the Richmond NAACP see Marlow, at ~aT., 
Critical Review, p. 35.

67. Binga, Plummer and Jaoox, "Interview," pp. 60-64.

68. March 6, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1928."

69. March 26, M. Walker, "Diary: 1925."

70. Lillian Payne's work with the Order and Bank is noted in pp. 23, 24 
25, 29, 59, 70, 74, 76 in Fiftieth Anniversary; January 28, March 
20, 24, 26, April 28-29, May 15, 16,“ 18/ December 5, 7, 27, 30 in 
M. Walker, "Diary: 1925"; June 22, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1926"; 
January 5, March 22 in M. Walker, "Diary: 1928."

71. Ella Cnley Waller's activities and relationship with Maggie Walker 
are noted in pp. 20, 21, 23, 24, 29, 56, 69, 71, 74 in Fiftieth 
Anniversary; Ella 0. Waller, "1900 - 33rd Convention," in Memoirs, 
p. 15; January 25, 27, April 15, May 31, September 27, December #, 
23, 28 in M. Walker, "Diary: 1925"; January 12, 17, February 3, 19 
in M. Walker, "Diary: 1928."

72. Rosa E. Watson's activities are noted in pp. 56, 69, 76 in Fiftieth 
Anniversary; January 28, April 15, May 23, September 27, December 2, 
28, in Mi. walker, "Diary: 1925"; February 28, in M. Walker, "Diary: 
1926;" January 12, February 20, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1928."

73. Mrs. Mary V.S.Y. Binga*s activities and relationship with Maggie 
Walker are noted in March 21, April 14, December 15, 28 in M.
Walker, "Diary: 1925"; Report of the Negro Welfare Survey 
Committee, The Negro in Richmond, Virginia (Richmond, VA: Richmond 
Council of fecial Agencies), 1929, p. f,' '2; Binga, Plummer and 
Jacox, "Interview," p. 48; Nancy Jo Taylor, "Heritage of Black 
Richmond," Richmond Afro-American, February 14, 1981, p. 6.

74. Emeline Johnson's activities are noted in pp. 25, 57, 70, 71, 76 in 
Fiftieth Anniversary; April 3, 26, May 2, 23, July 1, in M. Walker, 
,rDxary:' 192 fTV September 18, 23 in M. Walker, "Diary: 1926"; 
January 23, February 19, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1928."

75. Rev. W.T. Johnson's activities are noted on p. 76 in Fiftieth 
Anniversary; Margaret Johnson's activities are noted in January 25, 
March 25, June 5, 11, 21, 23, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1925."
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76. Leila Bankett's activities in the Order are noted in January 28, 
February 18, 20, April 28-29, June 27, July 17, October 11, 21, 
November 7, 10-11, 15, 21, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1925"; January 12,
21-22 in M. Walker, "Diary: 1926"; and January 1, February 15, in M. 
Walker, "Diary: 1928."

77. Dabney, pp. 25-27. Maggie Walker's parents are identified as follows 
in Who's Who in Colored America:
1927, p. TfO: Eccles Cuthbert and Elizabeth (Mitchell)

Githbert (sic).
1928-29, p. 379: Eccles Cuthbert and Elizabeth (Mitchell)

Guthbert, (sic).
1930-32, p. 439: Eccles Cuthbert and Elizabeth (Mitchell)

Cuthbert.

These entries imply that Elizabeth Draper Mitchell and Eccles 
Cuthbert were married, which is highly unlikely.

78. August 21, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1925."

79. Lewis and Jacox, "Interview," pp. 100-102; August 20, 21, in 
M. Walker "Diary: 1925."

80. Dabney, Maggie L. Walker, pp. 24-25.

81. Hans L. Ttefousse, "Elizabeth L. Van Lew," in James, et. al, Notable 
American Women, 1607-1950, Vol. Ill, pp. 508-510; Lewis ancT Jacox, 
•'interview^ pp. 1ÖÖ-102.

82. Dabney, Maggie L. Walker, pp. 53-54; Dr. J.H. Holmes to Maggie L. 
Walker, March 2lT7 1ÖÖÖ, reprinted in Margaret Pearson Mickler, 
"Historic Structure Report: Maggie L. Walker NHS, 110 East Leigh 
Street, Richmond, Virginia" (Contract study for National Park 
Service, December, 1982), p. 13.

83. Maggie Walker's health and plans to alter her house and car to 
accomodate her infirmity are discussed in January 1, 6, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 16, 20, 21, 24, 28; February 1, 18, 24; March 19, in M. Walker, 
"Diary: 1928."

84. For Dr. Lewis's account of her grandmother's medical condition, see 
Lewis and Jacox, "Interview," pp. 10-12.

85. Dabney's account of Armstead Walker's death can be found in Dabney, 
Maggie L. Walker, pp. 42-51; Mamie Evelyn Walker Crawford and Diann 
L. Jacox, HOral' History Interview: Mrs. Mamie Evelyn Walker 
Crawford," March 5, 1981, p. 44 (located at Maggie L. Walker NHS).

86. Patsie K. Anderson's work within the Order is noted in pp. 21, 22,
23, 29, 33, 74 in Fiftieth Anniversary. Richmond City Directory, 
1898, 1900, 1902; St. ¿lair, “'Maggie Lena Walker,,r James, et. al., 
Notable American Women, Vol. Ill, pp. 530-531. That the women Tn the 
Vtomen's ifnion may have followed Maggie Walker bo the Independent 
Order of St. Luke was suggested to me by Dr. Elsa Barkley Brown,
Emory University.
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87. Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 70.

88. For biographical information on Armstead Walker, Jr. see Dabney, 
Maggie L. Walker, pp. 33-34. See listing for "Armstead Walker, Jr." 
Tn tKe TSW-IBST; 1894-1895; 1895-1896; 1897; 1898; 1899; 1900; 1901; 
1902; 1903 and 1904 editions of the Richmond City Directory. See 
Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 71, for Armstead Walker, Jr.'s affiliation 
with the Örder of St. Luke.

89. See listing for "Elizabeth Mitchell" in the 1893-1894 and 1899 
editions of the Richmond City Directory. The birth, death and 
marriage dates for members of the Walker extended family, can be 
found in the prefatory pages of the Walker family Bible, in the 
possession of granddaughter, Dr. Maggie Laura Walker Lewis of 
Chicago, Illinois. See February 25, in Walker, "Diary: 1925."

90. The roles of Polly Anderson Payne and Alfonso Robinson in the Walker 
household are discussed in the the following interviews: Walker and 
Jacox, "Interview," pp. 4, 6-7, 20, 50-51; Crawford and Jacox, 
"Interview," pp. 5, 10-11, 27, 29-30; Lewis and Jacox, "Interview," 
pp. 12, 22, 23, 34; Elizabeth Mitchell Walker Randolph and Diann L. 
Jacox, "Oral History Interview: Mrs. Elizabeth Mitchell Walker 
Randolph," October 19, 1981 (located at Maggie L. Walker NHS),
pp. 3, 9, 10-11, 55. See Dabney, Maggie L. Walker, p. 41, and 
Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 76 for Russell Eccles Talmadge and Melvin 
Dewitt Walker's work with the Order and the Bank.

91. Maurice Payne's death at 110 East Leigh is recorded in February 25, 
in M. Walker, "Diary: 1925." Hattie N.F. Walker's work with W.E.B. 
Du Bois for the Crises is discussed in Lewis and Jacox, "Interview," 
pp. 17-18.

92. The alterations to 110 East Leigh Street are discussed in Mickler, 
"Historic Structure Report," pp. 11-15, 42-66. See the individual 
indexes to the Crawford, Lewis, Randolph, and Walker oral history 
interviews for discussions of the historic uses of the individual 
rooms, and alterations to 110 East Leigh Street, terticularly useful 
are: Lewis and Jacox, "Interview," pp. 23-25, 40, 46-47; Crawford 
and Jacox, "Interview," pp. 4-5, 8, 11-12. For Maggie Walker's 
account of how she was able to get up and down the stairs before the 
elevator was installed, as well as from her home at 110 East Leigh 
Street to the St. Luke office at 900 St. James Place and back, before 
her modified Packard was delivered, see her entries for January 20, 
22, 30; February 7, in M. Walker, "Diary: 1928."

93. lewis and Jacox, "Interview," pp. 4-5, 18-20, 26-28, 35-36, 79-80; 
Binga, Plummer and Jacox, "Interview," pp. 74, 76-77; Randolph and 
Jacox, "Interview," pp. 8-10, 49-50, 54-55.
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Introduction to Interview with
Mr. Armstead Walker

This interview with Mr. Armstead Walker (1919-1986), grandson of Maggie 
Lena Walker, was conducted on Friday, February 20, 1981 in a motel in 
Sands ton, Virginia. In addition to Mr. Walker, his wife Mrs. Cynthia 
Walker, Mrs. Celia Jackson Suggs, park ranger at the Maggie L. Walker NHS, 
and Ms. Diann L. Jacox, staff historian at the Mid-Atlantic Regional 
office of the National Park Service, were present.

Mr. Walker, the oldest child of Melvin Dewitt (1897-1935), and Ethel 
Robinson Walker (1900-1983), bears the same name as his paternal grand
father, his paternal great-grandfather, and an uncle vho died in infancy. 
He lived in the Maggie L. Walker household frcm birth to circa 1927, when 
his parents separated. He along with his two sisters and mother then 
moved in with his maternal grandmother, Mrs. Mamie Robinson, who lived two 
blocks away at 18 West Leigh Street. After the move, he and his sisters 
were frequent visitors to the house. As a child he was active in the 
Independent Order of St. Luke, and as a teenager, worked as a mail clerk 
there. He was fifteen at the time of his grandmother's death in 1934.

Mr. Walker's most vivid memories are those of growing up in the Walker 
extended family at 110 East Leigh Street, and as a participant in the 
activities of the Cadet Corps of the Independent Order of St. Luke. 
Accordingly, this interview is useful for Mr. Walker's descriptions of 
family life in the Maggie Walker household, of the roles and personali
ties of the various family members, the identification of the friends and 
neighbors who lived nearby and visited, and manories of family vacations, 
outings and holiday celebrations. Although he has knowledge of the broad 
outline of Maggie Walker's professional relationships and affiliations, 
for example of her participation in NAACP activities, the St. Luke Bank 
and fraternal order, the Southern Aid Society, and her relationship with 
the governor of Virginia, E. Lee Trinkle, he was less able to speak
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with specificity on the details of these involvements. Interestingly, one 
vivid exception for him and for several of the other interviewees was Mrs. 
Mary McLeod Bethune, whom he remembers as a woman of considerable personal 
talent, dignity and intelligence. He also recalls the personal presence 
and eloquence that his grandmother, Maggie Walker, conveyed in her public 
speaking.

Mr. Walker also shares his recollections of the activities that he 
participated in as a child at the Independent Order of Saint Luke, and 
describes the many activities that took place on the various floors in the 
St. Luke Hall. He mentions the names and roles of some of the individuals 
that he met there and that Maggie Walker worked with - although not the 
details of these relationships. Although there is some discussion of the 
house, and the uses of the various rooms in it, very little of this inter
view was devoted to documenting the furnishings and artifacts in the 
house. Interestingly, he alone among the interviewees, was able to recall 
all of the many autonobiles that his grandmother owned. There is some 
discussion here of the Jackson Ward neighborhood when Maggie Walker lived 
there.

Access to Interview:

When this project was begun it was our original intention to record the 
interviews for our immediate research needs; our concern was that the 
historians, architects, and interpreters directly involved in the 
restoration and interpretation of the site, and the preparation of the 
historical studies, have access to the transcripts and tape recordings.
We had no specific plans to reproduce the tape recordings or transcripts 
for the general public. After the interview I discussed with Mr. Walker 
our desire to have him transfer the literary rights of the interview to 
the National Park Service, and had him sign a release form. After I 
listened to the tape recordings and read the draft transcripts of this 
interview and the others, I felt that our original plans had been 
unnecessarily restrictive. I also felt that I had not sufficently
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explained to Mr. Walker, the details of the transferring the literary 
rights to the National Park Service. Later I mailed Mr. Walker a cassette 
tape of the interview, explained to him that we would like to allow the 
general public to have access to both the transcript and tape recording, 
and asked him to sign a new release form.

Mr. Walker has agreed to allow the general public access to the transcript 
and tape recording of his interview.

Editing and Punctuation:

This text represents the entire recorded interview. Standard punctuation 
was used except in the following cases:

"— ." Ihis generally appears in the middle of a paragraph, and usually 
indicates the speaker changed the subject without completing the previous 
thought or sentence. When this abrupt shift in subject was too confusing 
to be included in the same sentence, I ended the uncompleted thought with 
a "— ." Sometimes the shift was due to a false start, or because the 
question or statement was rephrased, or because the speaker simply 
changed his or her mind.

"....." Usually appearing at the end of a statement, five dots indicate 
that the speaker's voice trailed off before a thought or statement was 
completed, followed by a long pause.

"— " This generally appears at the end of a statement, and indicates 
an uncompleted statement or question, usually because one speaker was 
interrupted by another, or several people were speaking at once.

"(Yes)" and "(No)" indicates that the affirmative or negative response 
was indicated by a body gesture, or by colloquial expressions, such as 
"un-huh," "nah" or the like.
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ANNOTATIONS TO WALKER TRANSCRIPT

pp. 4, 6. Maggie Walker's chauffer is misidentified as Alfonso 
Norrell. His correct name was Alfonso Robinson. There was 
an Alphonso Norrell who was active in Jackson Ward 
community affairs, who is discussed by Mr. Anthony J.
Binga, in the Binga-Plummer transcript, pp. 40-42.

pp. 12-13. The Walker home at 110 East Leigh Street was originally 
constructed circa 1883, and was purchased by Armstead and 
Maggie Lena Walker from Dr. Robert Emmett Jones, and his . 
wife Mrs. Daisy Jones in 1904.

p. 19-20. For the brief period of March 16 through April 26, 1925, 
during which time Alfonso Robinson was dismissed, Maggie 
Walker employed a chauffer named Charles. Alfonso 
Robinson returned to work for Maggie Walker on April 26, 
1928. See, Maggie L. Walker, "Diary: 1925," entries for 
March 11, 16 and April 1, 26, 29.

p. 30. Actually, it was Maggie Walker's Packard that was 
remodelled to accomodate her wheelchair.

p. 33. The bode in which Maggie Walker's father is named as 
Eccles Cuthbert is misidentified. The correct reference is 
Joseph J. Boris, editor, Who's Who in Colored America (New 
York, NY: Who's Who in Colored “America Corporation, 1927), 
Volume 1, pp. 210-211.

p. 34. Maggie Walker's biography is usually referenced as Wendell 
P. Dabney, Maggie L. Walker and the Independent Order of 
Saint Luke: The Woman and Her Wbrk (Cincinnati, OH: The 
Dabney Publishing Company, 1927f.

pp. 39-40. The Mr. Schwarzchild referred to here may have been Henry 
Schwarzchild. Maggie Walker headed a fundraising campaign 
for Virginia Union University during 1925, and reported a 
twenty-five dollar contribution frem "Henry Schwartzchild." 
See April 26, entry in Maggie L. Walker, "Diary: 1925."

p. 43. Melvin Dewitt Walker's date of birth is August 10, 1897.

p. 46. Mr. Walker identified the letters "L, P, and C" that 
Maggie Walker signed in her correspondence as abbrevi
ations for the words "love, peace and charity." These 
letters were also associated with the Order of St. Luke 
as early as 1877, and were abbreviations at that time for 
the words, "love, purity and charity." See William M.T. 
Forrester, Ritual of the Independent Order of Saint Luke 
containing Form for Opening, Closing, Initiation, Consti- 
tuting and óonsecration of Subordinate Councils (Rich- 
mond, Va: Richmond Dispatch Printing House, 1877), p. 10.
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ANNOTATIONS

pp. 46r 48

p. 60.

TO WALKER TRANSCRIPT, CONTINUED

The name of the school located in Peake, Virginia, is 
misidentified. Ihe correct name was the Virginia 
Industrial School for Girls. The National Training School 
for Girls, on whose board of trustees Maggie Walker also 
served, was located in Lincoln Heights, Washington, D.C.

Colonel Knickerbocker1 s full name may have been George F. 
Knickerbocker. Maggie Walker makes reference to George F. 
Knickerbocker in her entries for August 29, in Maggie L. 
Walker, "Diary: 1925," and March 25 in Maggie L. Walker, 
"Diary: 1928."
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INDEX TO ARMSTEAD WALKER TRANSCRIPT: NAMES

Abbreviation:

MLW: Maggie L. Walker

Barrett, Janie Porter: pp. 46-47, 48.
Battle, Major: p. 8.
Bethune, Mary McLeod: pp. 5, 9, 39, 45, 60-61.
Burke, Berry: p. 53.
Burke, Emmett: p. 11.

Calloway, Alice Reid: p. 36.
Calloway, Dr. William: p. 36.
Cogbill, Curt: p. 5, 11.
Coots, Ruby: pp. 5, 6.
Crawford, Mamie Evelyn Walker: pp. 3-4, 12, 19, 41. 
Cuthbert, Eccles: pp. 32-34.

Dabney, Wendell: pp. 33-34.
Daggett, Mamie: pp. 5, 6.
Du Bois, W.E.B. (William Edward Burghardt): pp. 5, 23, 52. 
Dunbar, Paul Lawrence: p. 23.

Garvey, Marcus: pp. 5-6.

Hill, Oliver: pp. 37-38.
Hughes, Langston: p. 23.

Johnson, W.I.: p. 38.

Knickerbocker, Colonel: pp. 5, 6, 35-36, 60.

Lewis, Maggie Laura Walker: pp. 3-4, 8, 12, 16, 22, 41, 47.

Mitchell, Elizabeth Draper: pp. 32-33.
Mitchell, John: pp. 9, 48-49.

Payne, Lillian: pp. 5, 59.
Payne, Maurice: p. 7.
Payne, Polly Anderson: pp. 4, 6-7, 20, 50, 51, 52.
Price, A.D.: pp. 36-37.
Price, Marie: p. 37.

Quarles, Mary Lucas: pp. 5, 6.
Quarles, Walker: pp. 4, 5, 8, 45-46.

Ramsey, Dr.: p. 26.
Randolph, Elizabeth Mitchell Walker: pp. 3-4, 12, 19, 41. 
Reid, Ferguson: p. 36.

6



INDEX TO ARMSTEAD WALKER TRANSCRIPT: NAMES

Reid, Dr. Leon: pp. 24-25, 36.
Reid, Leon Jr.: p. 36.
Reid, Minnie: pp. 24-26, 36.
Robinson, Alfonso: pp. 4, 6, 19-20.
Roosevelt, Eleanor: pp. 39, 45.
Roosevelt, President Franklin Delano: p. 45.

Schwarzchild, Mr.: pp. 39-40.

Terrell, Mary Church: p. 39.
Trinkle, Governor E. Lee: pp. 24, 40, 53.

Walker, Armstead (husband, of MLW): pp. 33, 35.
Walker, Armstead (grandson, of MIW): pp. 3, 8, 9-10, 12,

13-14, 17-18, 22, 32, 
41.

Walker, Ethel Robinson: pp. 12, 13, 18-19, 32, 41, 43, 44, 50. 
Walker, Hattie Naomi Frazier: pp. 5, 12, 15-16, 41, 50.
WALKER, MAGGIE t£NA:

Automobiles : pp. 4, 29-30.
Guests and Vistors of: pp. 16, 27-28, 60-61.
HealtK: pp7 297"3Tr32, 49-50.
Persbnal History: pp. 4, 5, 6-7, 9, 12, 13, 21,
------ - 22-23, 27-28, 29, 30, 31-32,

33-36, 40, 41-42, 44-45, 49-50, 
51-52.

Professional Life: pp. 5-6, 9, 11, 27, 40, 44-45,
46-48, 53-56, 57, 60-61. 

Ravels: pp. 9, 44, 51-52.
Vacations : p. 51.

Walker, Melvin Dewitt: pp. 12, 13, 18-19, 28, 30, 32, 41-43. 
Walker, Russell Ecoles Talmadge: pp. 12, 15, 41-43.
WALKER FAMILY, EXTENDED:

Family life at 110 E. Leigh Street: pp. 3-4, 6-7, 12,
17-20, 32-36, 
41-43, 50-52, 
59, 61.

Grandchildren: pp. 3-4, 8, 12, 17-18, 22, 31-32, 40-41, 
— —  50-52, 59.
Pets: pp. 50-51.

Washington, Booker T.: pp. 5, 23, 52.
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INDEX TO ARMSTEAD WALKER TRANSCRIPT: SUBJECTS

Bethune-Oookman College: pp. 9, 61.

Clay Street, Double "0": pp. 54-55.
Consolidated Bank and Trust Company:

see Saint Luke Penny Savings Bank.

First African Baptist Church: pp. 9, 40-41.
Fraternal Orders:

Elks: pp. 5, 35, 60.
Knights of Pythias: pp. 48.
True Reformers: pp. 9, 48.

Hartshorn Manorial College: pp. 47-48.

Jackson Ward:
pp. 24-27, 36-38, 45, 55-56.
Churches: pp. 9, 44.

Leigh Street, 110 East: 
p. 46.
Alterations and Additions: pp. 12-13, 29, 30-31. 
FurnishiHgs: pp. 22-23, 52-53.

identification and Uses of Rocxns: pp. 7-8, 12-23, 27-32,
59.

NAACP: pp. 9, 52, 54-55.
Negro Organization Society: p. 47.

Planet: p. 49

Saint Luke Emporium: p. 46.
Saint Luke Herald: pp. 10-11.
Saint Luke, Independent Order of: pp. 4-5, 8-9, 10-11, 27, 34,

44-46, 50, 54, 56-59.
Saint Luke Penny Savings Bank:

(Consolidated Bank and Trust Company): pp. 11, 27, 54. 
Southern Aid Society: pp. 8-9.

University Realty Company: p. 49.

Virginia Industrial School for Girls: pp. 46-47, 48.
Virginia State University: p. 4.
Virginia Union Uhiversity: p. 47.
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Interviewee: Mr. Armstead Walker

Date: Friday, February 20, 1981.

Place: Sandston, Virginia.

Interviewer: Diann L. Jacox.

Present During Interview: Mr. Armstead Walker.
Mrs. Cynthia Walker.
Mrs. Celia Jackson Suggs, Park Ranger - 

Historian, Maggie L. Walker NHS. 
Ms. Diann L. Jacox, Historian, MARO.

Subject: Personal, family and professional life of 
Maggie L. Walker; friends and associates of 
Maggie L. Walker; Maggie L. Walker House; 
Independent Order of St. Luke; Jackson Ward

Length: Approximately 1 1/2 hours.

Auditor and Editor: Diann L. Jacox.
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Diann L. Jacox: The main reason why we want to do It with 
you, and with your sisters and cousins, 
and other people who knew Maggie Walker, 
is to sort of - to help in the restoration 
of the house, because we'll need information 
about where furniture was, how the - what 
changes were made in the house while Maggie 
Walker lived there, and also after she, you 
know, after she died and other people lived 
there. And 1 also need information - when 
the tour guides take people through, they 
ask questions like - what was this used for? 
What was that used for? Who lived here, and 
all that sort of stuff. And so, we are not 
going to use the tapes though - the public 
won't hear the tapes. We'll have the tapes, 
we'll transcribe them in writing, and then 
the historians, the tour guides, the archi
tects will be using the tapes for their use. 
They won't be used for the public.

Armstead Walker: 1 understand.

Jacox: So if you stutter, change your mind, or any
thing like that, you don't have to worry about 
that sort of stuff. Luckily, 1 won't have to 
worry about that stuff either. And 1 think 1 
also want to ask you some quest ions a bout the 
house, about sort of her family, about the 
activities that she was involved in, especially 
the Independent Order of St. Luke, and about 
the general neighborhood. And 1 sort of hope 
to finish this in a hour, but I'm not, you 
know, its hard to say, how long it will last.
Do you have the time?

Walker: Well, 1 have the time.

Jacox: Oh, okay. And the tape only goes for a half- 
hour, so we have to - 1 might stop you to 
change the tape.

Wa1ker: (Laughter) To change the tape!
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Jacox: One of the things that we are going to 
have to do Is, well, we are going to 
talk about later is, it's called a 
release form, and it's basically a 
question of who is going to own the tapes 
once they're completed, and we are going 
to ask you to donate your tape to the 
National Park Service,

Walker: Certa inly 1 will.

Jacox: Oh, okay.

Walker: Because 1 mean, i have no use for them.

Jacox: Well, it's sort of the literary rights, 
although we don't plan to make any money 
off of it. We are using them more for 
historical Information, than for com
mercial use, or anything like that.

Okay, well there are a couple of things 
1 have to say on the tape - to tell who's 
here, Today is Friday, February 20, 19 8 1. 
We're in the Ramada Inn in Sandston, Virginia, 
just outside of Richmond near Byrd Airport. 
There are four of us present: Mr. Armstead 
Walker, who is the grandson of Maggie Lena 
Walker; Mrs. Cynthia Walker, his wife;
Diann Jacox, myself, Historian, an historian 
at the National Park Service, and I'll be 
conducting the interview; and Celia Jackson, 
Historian, Maggie L. Walker National Historic 
Site, who will be sitting here and also 
operating the tape machine.

Now, I'd like to start off with you telling 
us a little about yourself, and about the 
family, and your sisters and brothers, that 
sort of thing.

Walker: Well, where would you like to start; with me?

Jacox: Oh, okay. Sort of to give us an introduction 
before - something to start from.
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Walker: Well, 1 have been all of my life very 
athletically inclined, 1 went to college 
on a basketball scholarship, I've always 
been very independent with my family, 
financially, 1 was fortunate enough to 
be able to excell in swimming. My major 
in college was Business Administration,
1 went into the military service volun
tarily, served in the Ninth Calvary and 
in the Corps of Engineers, and received 
my commission in 19^2. 1 served on active 
duty until 19^i and then 1 transferred to 
an inactive status, but 1 was still working 
for the government. 1 was associated with 
intelligence, 1 am retired now, thank goodness. 
(Laughter). My life has been so eventful 
because I've had so many different types of 
jobs due to the nature of my work, somethings 
that 1 - about my work that 1 can't disclose.

Jacox: Oh, that's okay.

Walker: You can understand that, but if there is any
thing else that you'd like to know, person
ally, I've been married thirty-one years.

Jacox: Were you born here in Richmond?

Walker: 1 was born at 110.

Jacox: Oh were you? And how about your sisters; 
were they born there also?

Wa 1ker: Yes.

Jacox: Who is the oldest you, or?

Wa1ker: Dr. Lewis is the oldest. I'm next, then 
Mamie Evelyn, and Elizabeth is the youngest; 
and unfortunately, 1 was the only boy of all 
them women. (Laughter)
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Jacox: So, Dr, Lewis is your cousin, and the other 
two are your sisters?

Walker: That's right, that's right.

Jacox: Tell me, what are your earliest memories 
of your grandmother?

Walker: One of the most vivid things that 1 can 
remember is when 1 was small, she had an 
electric car and it didn't have a steering 
wheel. You steered it with a stick, and 1 
used to sit in her lap and help her steer 
the stick. That's one of the first and 
most vivid things that 1 can remember. My 
closest association with her was when i 
went out to work with the Independent Order 
of St. Lukes at the Hall as a mail order 
clerk, and 1 got to know a few people out 
there very intimately. One was Walker 
Quarles,who my grandmother just about 
financed his education, who later became 
to be the president of Virginia State 
University. He's dead now.

And in the immediate, almost immediate, 
family was Alfonso, her chauffer.

Jacox: What was his last name?

Walker: Norrel1.

Jacox: Excuse me?

Walker: Norrel1.

And Polly Payne,who was just like a mother 
to all of us. 1 guess you have a record of 
the rest of the immediate family.

Now out at the Independent Order of St. 
Lukes at the Hall, you were asking me about 
someone in the lithograph department, and I
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had to- 1 sat up half the night last 
night, racking my bra i ns, t ry i ng to get 
these names together. She was Mrs. Lillie 
Payne,and working under her as the head 
printer was Curt Cogbill. Other than Aunt 
Hattie, who was Hattie Walker, who took 
over after my grandmother died, there 
was Mary Lucas, who was the wife of Walker 
Quarles; Mrs. Ruby Coots, Mrs. Mamie Daggett. 
And she had a very close friend that lived 
in Washington, that used to come down and 
visit frequently. He was Colonel Knicker
bocker. He was a head figure with the Elks. 
Two prominent visitors to the home were Mrs. 
Mary McLeod Bethune and W.E.B. Du B6is.

Jacox: 1 noticed in the library that she had a 
picture of W.E.B. Du Bois,plus a picture of 
Booker T. Washington and—

Walker: Right, that's right.

Jacox: How did that work out; do you know?

Walker: 1 don't know, 1 never met Booker T. Washing
ton, but 1 met Mrs. Bethune and 1 met Mr.
Du Bois. There was another associate; 1 don't 
know whether she took to him too well or not, 
and that was Marcus Garvey.

Jacox: Ohl It seems like her ideas, and Marcus 
Garvey's Ideas__

Walker: That's right, they weren't the same (Laughter).

Jacox: Did she talk about politics much, or about
« ideas, you know, that sort of thing, or talk 

about W.E.B. Du Bois, or Booker T. Washington, 
or Garvey? Do you ever remember her saying 
anything about them, or have any preference 
for one or the other?
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Walker: No, she would never deal directly in person
alities, but 1 could tell from the attitudes 
when they would visit. Those were some of 
the closest associates that I know.

Jacox: Which one - are any of these living, of Mary 
Lucas or Ruby Coots? It is Cooks, C-o-o-k-s?

Walker: No it's C-o-o-t-s.

Jacox: Or Mamie Daggett; are any of those living?

Walker: 1 don't think Mrs. Daggett is living now, 
because she was quite up in age when 1 was 
a little-bitty boy. I'm pretty sure she is 
deceased, and I'm pretty sure Colonel 
Knickerbocker Is deceased, because he was 
a little older than my grandmother.

Jacox: Let me ask you something about Alfonso and 
Polly Payne; Alfonso Norrell was it?

Walker: Right.

Jacox: And Polly Payne. Did they live with
her at the house, did the chauffer and the
ma id—

Walk e r : Yes. ,

Jacox: Where did they stay at?

Wa 1 ke r : Well, we didn't look on her as a maid.

Jacox: What was she? Sorry then.

Walker: That's right.
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Jacox: What did she do for your grandmother; did 
she work for her, or was just a friend who 
stayed there?

Wa1ker: She was a very close companion, and worked 
for the whole family, you know.

Jacox: When did she start; do you know?

Walker: Oh, she was there when 1 was born, so 1 
don't know when she started.

Jacox: Way back when!

Walker: That1s right.

Jacox: And what was 1 going to say about her? 
Where did she stay In the house?

Walker: She lived in the house proper; she had her 
own room. When 1 was born she was married, 
but her husband died and she stayed, 
she stayed riqht there, and she took 
care of everybody in the family. She did 
all the cooking and everything, but we 
didn't look on her as a domestic,or anything 
like that.

Jacox: Which room did she stay in; which room was 
her bedroom, do you know? Was it the second 
f 1 oor, or first?

Walker: Second floor.

Jacox: Oh, it had to be on the second.

Walker: That's right.
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Jacox: 

Walker:

Jacox:

Wa1ker: 

Jacox:

Walker:

Jacox:

Which of the rooms, do you

As you go upstairs, up the stairway, you 
passed the bathroom on the right. Her 
room was the next room.

i have sort of a layout of the house, 
but i'll come back to that later.

0 kay,

Because I want to ask you about who stayed 
in which rooms and during what times; that 
sort of stuff.

Well let me ask you something about the 
Order of St, Luke, Could you tell me some 
of the activities that they were involved in; 
some of the things, you know, why people 
joined the Order of St, Luke, and what they 
felt they were doing?

Well, in my opinion it was formulated as a 
fraternal beneficia.l insurance organization, 
and it was set up in what were called certain 
circles like clubs, you know, and each club, 
each circle had a supervisor, and they would 
have their Individual meetings there In the 
Hall, It was a cultural thing. One of the 
biggest things that I can remember as far as 
youth were concerned with the Order, was the 
formulation of a Cadet Corps with uniforms, 
and everything, parades. And incidentally, 
Walker Quarles was a captain, I was an 
adjutant, Maggie Laura was a lieutenant.
We had -she employed a man by the name of 
Major Battle to train us and we were quite, 
quite a group.

Were there other fraternal organizations 
active in Richmond at that time? Was she, 
for example, I read someplace that she was
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Walker:

active in the Southern Aid Society,but I'm 
not sure exactly what they did. Were they 
a fraternal organization?

Southern Aid? No, that was an insurance 
company,

Jacox: Oh, it was an insurance company.

Wa1ker: Right.

She was associated at one time with John 
Mitchell, who was with the True Reformers; 
then she formulated the basis in Richmond 
for the NAACP. Other than that, 1 don't 
know. I'm not aware of any other organiza
tion, because organization-wise, her time was 
devoted to the Order, and to church work.

Jacox: What church did she belong to?

Wa1ker: First African Baptist Church.

Jacox: Tell me, what did people think about the 
fact that she was a female, and so active, 
and you know this type of leader at that 
that time; what did people think about 
that?

Walker: Well, all of the people that 1 knew admired 
her very much. She was a very respected 
woman. She would get out and travel all up 
and down the country to various churches, 
giving speeches and what-not. 1 can remember 
our going down to Florida. It wasn't the 
Bethune-Cookman at that time; it was Bethune, 
and she went down to visit Mrs. Bethune. As 
far as a social life was concerned, other than 
that, 1 don't know of any.

Jacox: Let me ask you, what year were you ” how old



were you while these things were taking 
place? What year were you born In?

Walker: 1919.

Jacox: So how old were you when she died? She 
died In 1 9 3 *1 ; 1 guess 1 can figure that 
out o

Walke r: (Yes). (Laughter).

Jacox: 1 was just trying to get an idea of how 
old you were while these activities were 
taking place.

Walker: Well, 1 can recollect vividly, I'd say from 
the age of six. Of course, 1 remember back to 
my third birthday party when 1 fell off the 
ladder, (Laughter)

Jacox: Sounds traumatic!

Walker: But Is there any specific event that you would 
like for me to recall and date for you?

Jacox: No, It was more that 1 was trying to get an 
Idea of whether you were a very young kid 
when these things were taking place, and how 
well you would remember.

Walker: I can recall from the age, 1 mean vividly, 
from the age of five.

Jacox: That's better than 1 can!

Okay, 1 was going to ask you something, 1 
want to ask you something else about the 
Order of St. Luke.

Now they had a newspaper, St. Luke Hera 1d.



Walker: That's right«

Jacox: Do you know where any copies of the news
papers are now? 1 don't think we've come 
across any in the house.

Walker: 1 wouldn't have the slightest idea.

Jacox: Maybe some of these people who worked in 
the lithographic section might know.

Walker: They might. If Curt Cogb111 is living, 
he might know. Other than that source, 1 
wouldn't have any Idea.

Jacox: How about the St, Luke -the Bank which is 
now the Consolidated Bank and Trust Company; 
do you remember anything, exactly what she 
was doing?

Walker: Yes o

Jacox: Can you tell me about that?

Walker: t remember her - she was President as far back 
as 1 can remember. Her time was divided 
between the St. Luke Order and the Bank,
There was a man that was at the time Vice- 
President. His name was Emmett Burke, and 
after my grandmother relinquished the 
presidency, he took over, but 1 think there 
was some friction between the two. 1 don't 
know whether it was because she was a female 
or not, you know, and she had the prest i ge and 
he didn't, which probably rubbed him the wrong 
way.

Jacox: 1 can imagine.
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Walker: Yes.

Jacox: Okay, why don't we talk about the family a 
bit. At some point it seems all the grand
children lived in the house.

Walker: That1s right.

Jacox: Could you tell me something about the 
dates. Were both - when you lived in the 
house, were you living there with both of 
your parents, or with just your three 
sisters, and your grandmother, or what?

Wa1ker: No.

Jacox: What were the circumstances?

Walker: You see, my grandmother was one of these 
matriach sort of persons, and she designed 
the house so that she could have all of her 
children and their families under her roof 
So it was constructed so that each family 
unit would have their own separate apartment 
within the house; so all of us were there 
together, initially?

Jacox: Were you there, 1 mean did your parents and 
Maggie Laura's parents live there immediately 
after their marriage?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: And how was the - you said that the house was 
designed that way. What changes were made in 
the house after - do you know anything about 
the house before she lived there?

Walker: Before who lived there?
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Jacox: Mrs. Walker, your grandmother?

Wa1ke r: She was the first occupant.

Jacox: And what can you tell me about the different 
changes in the construction of the house 
through the years?

Walker: Well actually, there were no changes in 
the construction of the house itself, 
because she had her children, and it was 
her idea to have that family unit, the 
family units under one roof.

Jacox: Oh, I mean did she build any additions to 
the house while she was there, as you can 
remember?

Walker: No, only my room.

Jacox: Okay. Which was your room?

Wa1ker: A little side room off of my mother's and 
father's bedroom* They put me out there.

Jacox: Is that on the second floor?

Walker: On the second floor.

Jacox: And then there is the front porch?

Walker: Right.

Jacox: And then there is the bedroom, right there?



Walker: Yes.

Jacox: And there's a small room.

Walker: That'sright.

Jacox: Oh, so that's - we were wondering about 
what that room was used for.

Walke r: What, the next room to the bedroom?

Jacox: There is the bedroom immediately after the 
porch. Let's look at the map now, because 
we' ve—

Walker: Right, 1 can show you.

Jacox: We've numbered these rooms so that'll help 
us a little in identifying them on the tape 
record i ng .

Walke r: Where are my glasses? Oh, 1 have them.

Jacox: Okay, now we are looking at the second 
floor. There is a sunporch in the front.

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: Was the porch there when she first moved 
there?

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: How about - was it enclosed, or open, or 
what7



Walker: Enclosed, just like it is now»

Jacox: Here is the room, here's the room, here's 
the sunporch, now here's the room right to 
the - well, facing the house to the right; 
which room is that?

Walker: Facing the house to the right?

Jacox: Okay, you are looking, standing from the 
street, and you're facing the house.

Walker: All right.

Jacox: And it's that room.

Wa1ke r: All right. This was the master bedroom; 
that was her bedroom.

Jacox: Oh, okay that's room 207.

Wa1ker: Right.

Jacox: Oh okay, now right across the hall —

Walker: That was Aunt Hattie's.

Jacox: When did - your Aunt Hattie was married, 
to?

Walker: Russell; that's right.

Jacox: And she continued to live there after he 
died?



Walker: That's right.

Jacox: Oh okay, so 1 got a little mixed up 
previously. Okay, now there's a room 
right behind your Aunt Hattie's room.

Walker: That's Maggie Laura's.

Jacox: That's Maggie Laura's room?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: That's room 202.

Wa1ke r: That's righto

Jacox: Now there is a room right behind that; 
that's room 203. Do you remember which 
that room was for?

Walker: Let's see, 202 was like a utility closet 
space o

Jacox: Oh, so that wasn't Maggie Laura's?

Walker: No, Maggie Laura's room was 203.

Jacox: Oh, okay.

Walker: 204 was 1ike a guest room.

Jacox: Where was your room?

Walker: (Laughter) Let's see, on the second floor.
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Jacox: Well, let's start here. What was room 
209? This is the room right behind the 
master bedroom.

Walker: This was just like a dining space.

Jacox: Was it a dining space or a study?

Wa1ke r: Well, they used it for anything. It wasn't 
a bedroom or anything like that; it was 
more or less a family room, 211 Is the 
bath.

Jacox: 211 1s t he bat h ?

Walker: Right,

Jacox: Hold on one second, 1 have it on the map 
here. That's right, 211 Is the bath. Now 
216, 217, and 218 is the porch, isn't it, 
second floor porch?

Wa1ke r: 216 would be, let's see; where would the 
kitchen be on here? You see, there was 
a kitchen upstairs too.

Jacox: 1 think that might be 217; it was a small 
room.

Wa1ker: Could be.

J acox: So 216 - where's the porch at? There's a 
second floor porch; was that there when she 
first__

Walker: Number 218 was where they put me, (Laughter)
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Jacox: Oh, is that where you were?

Wa1ker: That's righto (Laughter)

Jacox: You know the porch that is on the second 
floor?

Walker: Right,

Jacox: It's right here in this area.

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: What did she use the porch for; was that 
sort of an eat-in kitchen room too?

Walker: (Yes.)

Jacox: Where did your parents stay?

Wa1ke r: 215.

Jacox: Oh, 215? That's towards the back of the 
house.

Walker: Wait a minute, 215? Where's 219 and 220? 
That must be the garage,because 1 see that 
space there.

Jacox: 1 think that's the second floor of the 
carriage house.

Walker: Right; that's right.

Jacox: Oh, okay. Then your parent's room was 215; 
was it?



Wa1ke r: 215 =

J acox: Okay, how about room 206? That was right 
across—

Walker: My sisters' room.

Jacox: Which sister was that?

Walker: Both of them.

Jacox: Oh they shared, Maggie, oh excuse me, 
Mamie Evelyn and—

Wa1ke r: That's right, and Elizabeth.

Jacox: And Eli zabeth.

Now who lived, or what was the second floor 
of the carriage house used for?

Walker: That was Alfonso's quarters. She had an 
apartment fixed up there for him.

Jacox: Did he live there with his family? Did he 
have any children? Was he married?

Walker: At one time, yes.

Jacox: Did they live there too?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: Didn't she have more than one chauffer- 
did she have more than one chauffer over 
the years; do you remember?



20

Walker: No, 1 never knew but one chauffer, 
because Alfonso was there when 1 was 
there, when 1 was born. As a matter of 
fact, he's the only one that 1 can remember, 
and he stayed there until my grandmother 
died.

Jacox: Where did Polly stay?

Walker: She stayed on the second floor. She had a 
room too.

Jacox: Do you remember which room was that?

Walker: Let's see, this is the corridor. It would
b e o 0 o o a

Jacox: This is the bathroom here; 214 is the bath
room.

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: There is a room—

Wa1ke r: 213»

Jacox: Do you think Polly stayed in 213?

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: What was 212 then?

Walker: That's what I'm trying to figure out.
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Jacox: It's a small room. Could it have been a 
dressing room, you think, or was there 
anything like that, or a storage room?

Walker: Oh! There was a storage room there.

Jacox: Was it there, do you think?

Walker: That's rlght,because that's where her 
wardrobe was.

Jacox: Your grandmother's wardrobe?

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: Okay. What was the basement used for, 
what did she do in the basement; do you 
remember?

Walker: Store coal and have the furnace down there; 
the basement wasn't used for any activity 
other than for the heating purposes.

Jacox: How about, let's go to the first floor now. 
Now, this is the front of the house. There 
is a sort of porch, or sitting room, or 
something along the—

[END OF TAPE ONE]



22

TAPE TWO

Jacox: Okay we're on the second tape of our 
interview with Mr. Armstead Walker.

Okay, you said just a second ago that 
you remembered that 109 was referred 
to as the back parlor.

Wa1ker: That1 s right.

Jacox: And that's where the kids were allowed?

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: Oh, okay.

Walker: That's where Maggie Laura and myself- 
she practiced on the piano, and 1 would 
accompany her on the violin.

Jacox: Oh, do you still play the violin?

Walker: Oh my goodness, no! As much basketball 
and everything that I've been through, 1 
couldn't even finger the keys now.

Jacox: Now we were talking about the library, 1 
think, and that was 101.

Walker: Right.

Jacox: Did she read much? Did she use that 
room, or did she sit in it; what did she 
do in the 11 brary?

Walker: As strange as it might seem, as extensive 
as the library was, 1 don't recall her
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Jacox:

using It that much. Now why she had that 
vast collection of books, 1 don't know, 
unless she just acquired them for the 
family, you know, to expand them,

1 noticed in the library there are numerous 
signed editions of books. For example there 
are some books by W,E.B. DuBois, that are 
signed by him -Booker T. Washington, 1 also 
remember Paul Dunbar; did she know him, do 
you know?

Walker: Yes, Paul Lawrence Dunbar.

Jacox: She knew him?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: Let me think of other people that she might 
have known. Did he come to visit often?

Walker: 1 don't remember Mr. Dunbar having ever 
come there; as a matter of fact, I've 
never met him.

Jacox: Oh, but you knew that she knew him?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: How about Langston Hughes; did she know 
him? 1 noticed some books of his in her - 
but 1 can't, off the top of my head,1 can't 
tell you how their dates were coordinated.

Walker: Langston Hughes, 1 met myself, so 1 knew she 
had to know him. 1 never recalled him having 
vis!ted the house.
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Jacox: Who else can you think, right off the 
top of your head, of national note that 
mi ght have v 1 s i ted?

Walker: Oh my goodness! I'll tell you another 
close friend of hers; Governor Trinkle.

Jacox: Was that the Governor of the State of 
Virginia?

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: How did she get along with the— . What 
was her role in Richmond, Virginia; 1
understand that part of___ Let's talk
about her activities in Jackson Ward, in 
the neighborhood that she lived in, and 
then in Richmond, and then in the state. 
Can you—

Walker: Yes, she played an active role in the 
Ward; she was very well respected, and 
liked throughout Jackson Ward.

Jacox: Can you think of any other people who 
lived in Jackson Ward of note? Did she know 
the people in her block?

Walker: Everybody; yes.

Jacox: Can you think of any of the people on her 
block, or the other side, or?

Walker: Yes, Mrs. Minnie Reid, who was the wife 
of Dr. Leon Reid, who was a prominent 
dentist. 1 think Mrs. Minnie Reid is 
still living.

Jacox: Where did she 1ive?

Walker: Right next door.
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Jacox: On the right side?

Wa1ke r: On the right side» Her address was 110, 
and we had a lot of confusion there for 
a while because there were two 110's. 
That's how 110% came up, because we were 
on the side that the - on the level that 
was going up. So since she had 110, that's 
evidently how they applied 110%, but 1 
never lived In 110% so 1 don't know how 
that came about. (Laughter)

Jacox: At the time, wait a minute— her house is 
now 110, or 110%?

Walker: 1 see It's listed In your brochures as 
110%. 1 don't know anything official 
about the change.

Jacox: So which - but there were two houses called 
1 1 0?

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: How did that come about?

Wa1ker: Don't ask me! That was— Dr. Reid's house 
was 110, and our house was 110.

Jacox: Oh, that's why we, 1 suppose that's how 
we came to call it 110%, because there was 
some confusion.

Walker: Right.

Jacox: But that's not what she called it; that 
wasn1t—

Walker: Right.
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Jacox;

Walker:

Jacox: 

Walker:

Jacox: 

Walker:

Jacox: 

Walker:

Jacox:

Okay; I see that.

Who else lived in the block?

Oh let's see, Mrs, Reid lived on one 
side Oh what was that physician's 
name In the middle of the block? Dr. 
Ramsey„

Was that her personal physician?

No, her personal physician was, oh what 
was his name? I should remember It 
because he was my godfather. Oh, it 
will come to me later. Old age is 
settling is now; I'll have to rack my 
brains. (Laughter)

How about Jackson Ward as a neighborhood; 
was it where the wealthy strata of black 
people lived, middle class or just every
body that was Black in Richmond, lived?

Well, everybody in Jackson Ward - but it 
had classes. Now like between First and 
Second,on Leigh Street, that was supposed 
to be the epitome of Black residency. 
That's why my grandmother had the house 
in the middle of the block, but behind 
there as you went back—

Back in which direction?

Toward Jackson Street; that was where you 
got your regression.

Was there - do you think there were 
jealousies in different social classes 
in Jackson Ward, or?
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Walker:

Jacox: 

Wa1ker:

Jacox:

Walker:

Jacox:

Wa1ker; 

Jacox:

No! No, we all got along very well, I 
think we did because of my grandmother's 
generosity, and she could associate with 
anybody, ft didn't make any difference 
because that was the nature of the 
Independent Order of St, Lukes, And I 
remember every Christmas, she would get a 
barrel of candy and sit on the front porch 
for the children to just come up and help 
themselves to Christmas candy. That was 
the kind of person she was, so that's why 
everybody around there loved her, I have 
never seen anybody come to my grandmother 
that had a need, that she turned down, never.

Did she give them personal loans out of her 
own money, or was it money from the - loans 
from the Order of St, Luke?

(No ), I've seen her give her personal 
money to people in need. Now I've never 
known her to give any money from the 
Order of St. Lukes.

I mean did they— no, the Bank gave the 
loans at some point?

Well, yes.

You know what I wanted to come back to before 
we got too far away from, that was the rest 
of the house, and then I'll—  , Okay, now 
you said the library, you were telling me 
something about the, you were saying before 
that she didn't seem to use the library too 
much.

No.

Did she entertain visitors there?
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Walker: Yes, sometimes. Sometimes they would sit 
in there and discuss. Now their discussions 
were, you know how that goes, 1 wasn't in 
on that, so i don't know the nature of 
their discussions, but they might have been 
literary discussions, 1 don't know. But, 
I've never seen her use the library, 
personally, extensively.

Jacox: How about the room right behind the library?

Walker: That was my father's den, where he enter
tained his guests.

Jacox: That's room 102.

Walker: 102, that's right.

Jacox: Oh, okay. And what's the room that's right 
behind that; that's room 103?

Walker: That's a pantry if 1 remember correctly, 
because 111 is the kitchen.

/
Yes, that's the pantry, 103 and 1 0A.

Jacox: Are both pantries?

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: How a bout 105?

Wa1ker: That was the back room. When 1 was coming 
up, that was a recreation room where 1 had 
my athletic equipment; my bars and barbells, 
and all that sort of stuff.

Jacox: How about, how about after you left; do you 
know what that room was used for? When did-



29

well let's come back to that later. What's 
room 112?

Walker: 1 1 2?

Jacox: Oh, that looks like the corridor.

Walker: It's a corridor.

Jacox: Okay. 113?

Wa1ke r: 113 was the 1aund ry.

Jacox: The laundry room?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: 1 1 A?

Walker: 11  ̂ is the first floor bath.

Jacox: Now here, there were two rooms in the 
carriage house.

Wa 1ker: That's right; both of those were garages 
on the f1rst floor.

Jacox: How many cars did she have; do you remember?

Walker: She had her special built car, you know, 
after she was confined to the wheelchair. 
She had a special made car that the back 
seat was cut out, so that her wheelchair 
could roll down the ramp to the garage, 
and roll right into the car, and fit right 
into the back of the car, and that was her 
garage.
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Jacox: And 116?

Wa1ker: That's 116; that was the big garage, 115 
was the small garage,and that was a garage 
that my father had.

Jacox: So, he had a car also?

Walker: Right,

Jacox: Prior to her being confined to the wheel
chair, did she have the same car and she 
had It remodeled, or did she buy a new 
car?

Walker: No, prior to her being confined to the wheel
chair, she had a conventional car, but—

Jacox: Was that the electric one that you were 
talking about?

Walker: No, she had a electric one; that was the 
first car 1 remember her having. Then after 
that, she had an International, then she had 
a Packard, and after that, the Pierce Arrow.

Jacox: Pierce Arrow?

Walker: That's right, and the Pierce Arrow is a car 
that she had remodeled, you know, specially 
built to conform to a wheelchair.

Jacox: What - which room was the elevator in; was 
11 i n—

Walker: The elevator was in-on the first floor, 105, 
right at the rear.
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Jacox: How did she come to put the elevator in?

Wa1ke r: Well, she couldn't use the stairway when 
she had the wheelchair, so she had the 
elevator., That was one addition that 1 
think she made in my early childhood; the 
installation of the elevator.

Jacox: Was that something— did other people have 
elevators, do you know, in their houses?

Walker: None that 1 know, and escalators were not 
born then (laughter), so if you couldn't 
get upstairs, you stayed downstairs.

Jacox: What were the circumstances leading to her 
confinement in the wheelchair?

Walker: I'm really not positive. There were certain 
medical aspects that the children weren't 
told about in those days, you know, so what 
actually caused her confinement, 1 don't 
know. But 1 know that in later years she 
developed cancer, because 1 remember when 
the doctor would come and 1 just happened 
to walk into there one day when he was there, 
and just happened to see him making his 
examination,and 1 was thrown out immediately, 
so 1 remember that.

Jacox: Was she in a lot of pain towards the end of 
her life, those last years; or when did she 
first find out that she had cancer, do you 
know?

Walker: 1 don't know; 1 don't.

Jacox: How about-what did she die of?

Wa1ke r: Well, that was a medical thing that wasn't 
even discussed, but 1 would imagine that it 
was provoked by cancer.
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Ja cox: What were the circumstances of her death; 
was she home, or was she visiting, or was 
she sick?

Walker: No, she was home. She was bedridden at the 
time.

Jacox: Oh, she had been sick—

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: For awhile?

Wa1ker: Yes.

Jacox: Were you still living there when she died?

Walker: No, you see, my mother and father separated 
when 1 was in Junior High School.

Jacox: About what year; can you remember?

Walker: That was in - around nineteen, around 1930.

Jacox: What was your mother's name?

Walker: Ethel .

Jacox: 1 saw references to Ethel, but 1 wasn't 
sure who she was. Now 1 know.

Walker: Yes, that's my mother.

Jacox: Why don't you tell me something about Maggie 
Mrs. Wa1ker's,your grandmother's parents.
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Walker: About my grandmother's parents?

Jacox: Yes.

Walker: Well, 1 never knew my grandfather. Hy 
grandmother, 1 can just vaguely remember.

Jacox: She lived at the house, at one point, 
while you were there?

Walker: At one point, but that was when 1 was a 
kid.

Jacox: Which room did she stay in; do you know?

Walker: 1 don't even know; 1 just vaguely remember.

Jacox: 1 wanted to ask you about her, your grand
mother's father; do you know anything about 
h i m?

Wa1ker: No, 1 never knew him.

Jacox: In different — in the biography by, 1 think 
his name was William Dabney.

Walker: 1 have that, yes, 1 have the notes down 
here. She had a biography edited and 
published by Dabney.

Jacox: Oh, she wrote it herself?

Walker: No.

Jacox: Oh, he wrote it and—



Wa1ker: She related the facts and he had it 
edited and published. The name of 
the book was Maggie L. Walker: Her 
Works and Her Deeds.

Jacox: CYes)’, 1 think the Independent Order 
of St. Luke handled the printing of 
it, because we have a copy. But In 
there she, 1 think, she identified 
her father as — was it Eccles Cuthbert; 
was that his name?

Wa1ker: Her father?

Jacox: Yes.

Walker: 1 don't even know,and that's the truth.

Jacox: There's no talk about - was there any 
talk a bout it at all?

Walker: No.

Jacox: How about her father's family?

Walker: There was never any talk that much about 
any of the family prior to my grandmother, 
only her mother, but the rest of the 
ancestry, as far as all of the children 
were concerned, is very vague. Why7 
1 do not know.



35

Jacox; How about, how about her husband, your 
grandfather?

Wa 1 ker: My grandfather?

Jacox: is there anything you can tell me about 
him?

Walker: Well Grandpa died when 1 wds a baby, and 
I' don't know anything about him except 
what 1 was told. He was a contractor, 
and he was instrumental in building the 
apartments on Fourth Street that stayed 
in the family until recent years,and 
they were condemned. Other than that,
1 don't know much about him, his 
personality or anything, you know. 1 
can just vaguely remember how he looked, 
because 1 was very, very young at that 
time.

Jacox: After she became a widow, did she develop 
any other romantic interests, do you know, 
or hear or think?

Walker: Colonial Knickerbocker from Washington 
used to come down quite often, and visit 
and he was a very lovable man, and he 
was quite influential in Washington 
with the position that he had with the 
Elks. That's the only other male interest 
that 1 ever knew her to have.
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Jacox: But she never thought of, or talked about 
getting remarried?

Walker: No, no way!

Jacox: Okay, How about, let's talk about the 
neighborhood again, and some of the other 
people who lived there. Is there anything 
you can tell me about—

Walker: Well, at that time, that particular block 
was inf1uentia 1, and everybody got along 
fabulously together. Since then, just 
like other places, 1 guess, there has 
been a change in the type of residents 
and the type of neighbors. The Reids have 
moved.

Jacox: That's Mrs. Minnie Reid and Leon Reid?

Walker: Right; and Fergie Reid.

Jacox: Fergie; that was their son?

Wa1ker: That was Miss Minnie's son- she had three 
chi 1d ren.

Jacox: Who's that Fergie, or Ferguson?

Walker: Ferguson. There was Alice who is now 
married to Dr. William Calloway, and Leon.

Jacox: Leon, Junior?

Wa1ker: Yes, and Ferguson.

Jacox: How about Mr. Price; he was the funeral 
home d i rector.
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Walker: 

J acox: 

Walker: 

Jacox:

Walker: 

Jacox: 

Walker: 

Jacox: 

A. Walker:

C. Wa1ker:

Jacox: 

A. Walker:

A, D. Pr1 ce.

Was she very friendly with him?

He was a close friend of my father's.

Is he still alive? Is that who runs that 
now, or is that his family?

No, that's his wife.

Mr. A. D. Price's wife?

Right.

How old is she about now?

(To his wife Cynthia Walker)

Oh, Marie ought to be about how old? She 
ought to be along there with me.

It seems to me that the last time we went, 
she buried Pops, it seemed like to me she 
had someone else. She has people that work 
with her, you know, she just supervises, 
but she's at the age now that she's kind of, 
you know, behind the scene.

Is there anybody else you can tell me about 
from her neighborhood? How about the Oliver 
Hill' family; was his family and your grand
mother friendly?

He married some distant relatives; he 
married a distant relative, rather, of 
ours that lived in Washington and he came 
to Richmond, but I never knew them to be
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Jacox: 

A. Walker: 

Jacox: 

A. Walker: 

C. Walker: 

A . Walker: 

Jacox: 

Walker:

C. Walker: 

Jacox: 

C. Walker: 

A. Walker:

Jacox: 

Walker:

living together, I've known Oliver, for 
ever since he first came to Richmond,

Is that the Oliver Hill now—

Right,

How old is he now?

Who, Oliver should be—

Close to seventy.

Yes, around seventy.

So he might have known your grandmother too?

Well, he didn't know her as well as I did. 
(Laughter ,)

You see, at that time he was an aspiring 
young lawyer so—

(Inaudible)

Could you talk louder, please.

The other funeral home down at the other end.

Oh, W. I. Johnson because at that time they 
were quite prominent.

Who is thatj W. I. Johnson?

That1s right.
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J acox: Let's talk about some of these people 
that she knew. Was it Mary Bethunej 
what do you remember about her?

Walker: Well, 1 can always remember her as being 
a very dignified, diplomatic person, and 
1 can recall in my later years a close 
association with Eleanor Roosevelt. Other 
than her founding the school in Florida, 
and her being a very close friend of my 
grandmother's, 1 don't know much about her, 
but 1 can tell you one thing. She was a 
very extremely intelligent Black woman.

Jacox: Talented Black woman did you say?

Wa1ke r: Intelligent and talented!

Jacox: How about Mary Church Terrell; did your 
grandmother know her?

Walker: (No) .

Jacox: 1 saw references on occasion to a person, 
Schwarzschi1d is it?

Wa1ke r: Schwa rzsch iId?

Jacox: Yes, is it Schwarzschi1d?

Walker: Schwa rzsch iId.

Jacox: Oh, okay. Who was he; did she know him?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: Can you tell me something about him?
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Walker: ! didn't know him that well, I've met him. 
Schwarzschi1d at the time founded 
Schwarzschi1d Jewelers.

Jacox: What's his first name; do you know?

Walker: i don't even know his first name. Well 
there were three or four brothers, but 
eventually the family built the Central 
National Bank; they were quite a family. 
1 didn't know them intimately.

Jacox: How about your grandmother, did she - 
what was her - how did she get along with 
other white people who lived in Richmond?

Walker: Very well, very well; 1 mean as far as 
she was concerned, she knew no color, you 
know. Like 1 said, she could get on the 
telephone and call the Governor; they'd 
sit down and talk just like we're talking.

Jacox: Is that Governor Trlnkle?

Walker: Tr i nkl e .

Jacox: T r i nk1e ; o kay.

Was she personally very religious?

Walker: Very, very.

Jacox: Did she have you, the grandchildren, going 
to church every Sunday?

Walker: Well, 1 didn't come up in the Baptist 
Church.

Jacox: But that was her church; the Baptist?



Walker: Yes. 1 came up as an Episcopa1ian. 1 
don't know how religious 1 was, but 1 
carried the cross. But all of us every 
Sunday, had to attend Sunday school 
and go to church.

Jacox: How do you remember yourself as a family, 
with your grandmother, her two sons, and 
their wives and their children; what can 
you remember about that?

Walker: Well, behind being the only boy, and being 
very athletic, and mannish, and boyish, we 
didn't have too much association, not 
socially, except with my younger sister, 
Elizabeth, who used to follow me around all 
the time, who was the only athletic girl 
in the family. But we all got along very 
well as a fami1y unit.

Jacox: How about your mother and Maggie Laura's 
mother, and your father and your father's 
brot her?

Walker: Well, my mother and Aunt Hattie always got 
along well. My father and his brother were 
a little different. Now my father's 
brother is Maggie Laura's father.

Jacox: That's Russell?

Walker: Russel 1.

Jacox: And your father is Melvin?

Walke r: Melvin, that's right. Russell had a tragic 
death.

Jacox: What were the circumstances of his death?
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Wa1ke r:

Jacox:

Walker:

Jacox: 

Walker:

Jacox: 

Walker: 

Jacox:

Oh, that's one of those things that they 
didn't discuss too much, but I managed to 
find out. He was up in an undesirable 
neighborhood,and they found his body in 
an alley, so they don't know whether he 
was thrown out of the second story window, 
or just what happened.

My father, being a pampared boy, my grand
mother gave him everything that she thought 
he wanted. He had the best of cars and 
eve ryt h i ng.

Was this even after - yes, I guess this 
was after he was married and—

(Yes, yes.) Well, I wouldn't know about 
it before he was married. (Laughter.)

I don't imagine so.

He died a very tragic death. As a young 
man he was extremely athletic, and became 
a chronic alcoholic. But you see, at that 
time people looked on alcoholics as drunks, 
and they always tried to hide them in the 
closet, but any drunk, if he drinks 
excessively, is liable to go into D. T.'s 
(de1? rum t remems), or anything else, 
alcoholic insanity, which happened to my 
father. But they kept him in the backroom 
until it got to the point that he had to go 
to the hospital, and he died from alcohol, 
and he was only thirty-eight when he died.

Oh, was he that young?

That's right.

Do you remember the years that your father, 
Melvin; and Maggie Laura's father, Russell, 
were born?



Wa1ke r: | wouldn't know about Russell, but my 
father was born in 1899.

Jacox: What was his birthday?

Wa1ke r: Now you have me there. The reason 1 can 
remember that is, because my mother was 
born in 1900.

Jacox: When did your mother die?

Walker: My mother?

Jacox: Oh! Is she still alive?

Walker: 1 hope so.

END OF TAPE TWO
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Jacox: You were saying before about your mother, 
you said that she probably would not like 
to be interviewed.

How about the trips that your grandmother 
took; i understand that she very frequently 
went places?

Wa1ke r: Yes, and 1 travelled with her quite a bit.
1 recall going to, going with her to 
listen to some of her speeches at churches.

Jacox: What kind of speaker was she?

Walker: Very eloquent, very, very eloquent. For an 
example, 1 remember vividly a speech she 
made at Third Street A.M.E. Church,and that 
speech stuck into my mind.

Jacox: What did she talk about?

Walker: Perseverance, that 1s right; and she persevered 
so that when she wrote her letters, she had 
three alphabets that she would use at the 
end of the letters: L, P and C.

Jacox: What did that stand for?

Walker: Love, Peace and Charity.

Jacox: Is that the insignia on the cross? The 
crosses that 1 see with the Independent 
Order of St. Luke, there's an insignia 
on top of it, there's some initials, that 
1 can't th i nk—

Walker: Must be L, P and C.; 1 don't know.

Jacox: It might have been, 1 seem to remember 
seeing L, P and C.
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Wa1ke r: That's right.

Jacox: What other things did she talk about?
Can you remember any of her ideas, 
ideas about Black people, or about social 
some of the events that were happening in 
Richmond, or national events?

Wa1ke r: Nationally, 1 never heard her discuss much 
only she thought the Roosevelt family was 
the greatest.

Jacox: Did she meet them personally?

Walker: 1 don't know, 1 doubt it unless she met, 
Mrs. Roosevelt through Mrs. Bethune. Now 
that could have been.

As far as her attitudes racially, she was 
always pushing for racial equality, but 
she never shunned whites, she just wanted 
Blacks to rise up and become equal, but 
she never downgraded whites.

Jacox: How about the, 1 want to get back to some 
of the activities in the Independent Order 
of St. Luke. 1 understand they had an 
educational loan fund that was sort of - 1 
suppose they used the loans to sponsor 
students?

Walker: That's right, that's right.

Jacox: Do you know anybody who was a beneficiary 
of that?

• Wa1ker: Walker Quarles.

Jacox: Oh, that was the person that you said—
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Walke r: That's right; he was the only one 1 knew 
personal1 y .

Jacox: How about the St. Luke Empor1 urn,which was 
the department store that she had briefly; 
do you know anything about that?

Walker: No, 1 didn't know anything about that, only 
what 1 heard about it.

Jacox: What did you hear about it?

Walker: That they had a store, and how long it 
lasted, 1 don't know.

J acox: Oh, okay.

She was on the Board of Trustees at a 
number of institutions like the National 
Training School for Girls that was in Peakes, 
Virginia.

Walker: That's right, she and Mrs. Barrett.

Jacox: Mrs. Barrett. Do you know her first name?

A . Walker: No, 1 can't think.

C. Walker Was her name Jane?

Wa1ker: Jane Porter Barrett

Jacox: Jane Porter. Is she still alive?

A. Wa1ker: 1 don't know; 1 don't think so.
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Jacox: What were you saying about her?

Walker: Well she was very dedicated to the girl's 
school up there at Peakes. She was 
influential at Virginia Union. Now 
whether she had any office there or not...

Jacox: Do you know what she did there?

Wa 1ker: No, no.

Jacox: How about the Negro Organization Society; 
do you know anything about that?

Walker: No, no.

Jacox: How about Hartshorn Memorial College?

Walker: Hartshorn; yes.

Jacox: Tell me something about that.

Wa1ker: I'll tell you the best 1 can because 
Maggie Laura attended Hartshorn. The 
only thing 1 know, that at that time it 
was an all girls school, and didn't have 
college status then. It was more or less 
like a prep school, but 1 never went there 
so 1 don't know. The only thing 1 know is 
that Maggie Laura went there.

Jacox: How about your grandmother; what did she - 
1 know that she had something to do with 
them, but I'm not sure exactly what with 
Hartshorn?



Walker: The only thing that 1 know that she did 
there was serve in an advisory capacity. 
Whether she had an - 1 don't think she 
held any office there.

Jacox: How about the Training School for Girls 
at Peakes, do you recall what she did 
there?

Walker: No, 1 don't. The only thing 1 know is that 
she was very active, and a very close friend 
of Mrs. Barrett.

Jacox: Was there another fraternal society called 
the Colored Knights of Pythias,In Virginia; 
do you know anything about that?

Walker: 1 know about the Knights of Pythias but 1 
don't know any details about it.

Jacox: Do you know anything about your grandmother's

Wa1ker: No.

Jacox: Was there competition among the fraternal 1 
societies in Philadelphia, excuse me, in 
Richmond, do you know?

Wa1ker: Not that 1 know of, because like the True 
Refo rmers—

Jacox: Do they still exist?

Walker: No, no.
The Mitchells and my family were close 
frlendsj as a matter of fact, the younger 
ones and myself still are.
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newspaper, the—

Wa1ke r: That's right, The Richmond Planet,

Jacox: The Richmond Planet,

Walker: That1s right.

Jacox: How about, 1 noticed in her will there was 
a reference to the University Realty 
Company; do you know anything about that?

Wa1ker: No, 1 don't.

Jacox: She had some real estate holdings within 
R i c hmond?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: Were they extensive,and was that a major 
source of her income?

Walker: No.

Jacox: How was— . Do you remember what year she 
was first confined to the wheelchair, or 
when that exactly happened?

Wa1ke r: Not exactly, 1 am trying to figure now.
It was in the twenties, in the late twenties, 
but exactly what year, 1 can't, 1 can't 
remember exactly.

Jacox: Did she become depressed, or did you notice 
any change in her personality?
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Walker: No, no, she was never depressed behind it; 
she took it like a champion.

Jacox: What was here general demeanor like, 1 
mean, what was she like on a day-to-day 
basis?

Walker: She was always very jovial, pleasant even 
after she was in the wheelchair.

Jacox: Was she lonely at all, in terms of being 
a widow?

Walker: No! Not with all those kids around. 
(Laughter.)

Jacox: What did - you were telling me something 
about Polly Payne. Did she do all of the- 
did she do all of the household chores, or 
did your mother, and Maggie Laura's 
mother, Hattie—

Wa1ke r: No, well Aunt Hattie was always associated 
with the Independent Order of St. Lukes, and 
she was the office person, you know, 
because she worked right along with my 
grandmother. My mother didn't do any chores 
to amount to anything around the house.
Polly was the main house-stayer. She 
took care of the children, cooked all the 
food; she was quite a person.

Jacox: Did your grandmother have any favorite 
foods, or favorite— ? Did she have any 
pets?

. Walker: Pets?

Jacox: (Yes) •
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Walker: 1 always had a dog, but that was my pet. 
But she ate the same foods that the whole 
family ate, so 1 can't remember any 
favorite food. Whatever was,,...

Jacox: Who did the shopping for you; was that 
Polly?

Walker: Polly, Polly and Grandmother.

Jacox: What were your grandmother's leisure 
activities? Did she have any or was she 
involved in all these organizations that—

Walker: Well she didn't have too much leisure time; 
the leisure time she spent with the family. 
She was so Involved, as 1 recall.

Jacox: Did she - were there any particular, sort 
of social circles in Richmond at the time 
that, any particular social circles at the 
time that she circulated in?

Walker: No, not that 1 know of.

Jacox: 1 don't suppose she went dancing, and night- 
clubbing.

Walker: No.

Jacox: Is there anything that 1 didn't ask you about 
that you might want to talk about?

Wa1ker: No, except that when she took her vacations.

Jacox: Oh, where did she go?

Walker: Well, wherever she wanted to do. One that 1 
remember vividly, was a trip we took to 
Atlantic City, so she took the



whole family up there and spent two weeks. 
But that was the only time that she took 
vacations, and when she went on a vacation 
she took somebody in the family along with 
her.

Jacox: Do you know what types of things she did 
with the NAACP? Is that how she met 
Du Bois.

Walker: 1 don't know how she met Du Bois.

J a cox: Was he a frequent visitor?

Walker: Not frequent, 1 only met him on one 
occasion.

Jacox: Did you say that you met Booker T. 
Wash i ngton?

Wa1ke r: No, 1 never met him.

Jacox: Because 1 wondered if they ever visited at 
the same time.

Walker: No (Laughter), 1 don't know how they would 
have gotten along anyway.

Jacox: Tell me something about her taste in 
furniture. Who did the decorating; was 
it her, or Polly, or your parents?

Wa1ke r: No, no, she would select all the furniture

Jacox: Did she patronize any particular store, do 
you know?
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W a 1ke r :

J a c o x : 

Walker: 

J a c o x : 

Walker: 

J a c o x : 

W a 1ke r :

Walker: 

J a c o x :

Walker:

The only- yes, for clothing, my 
clothing it was Berry Burke,

What was that?

Berry Burke,

Barry, Is that B-a-r...

B-e-r-r-y

No, I mean for household furnishings.

Oh. I can't think of anyone in particular, 
but she was always meticulous. Anything she 
bought was the best; that's why that baby 
grand piano was there. But where she made 
her purchases, I don't know.

Would you excuse me for a moment please.

(MR. WALKER LEAVES ROOM MOMENTARILY:
TAPE RECORDER SHUT OFF)

I wanted to ask you to elaborate on a couple 
of things that we talked about already. You 
were saying,for example, that she and Governor 
Trinkle were friends and associates. Can you 
think of anything, anything, any particular 
projects, or anything in particular that she 
worked on and that she might have consulted 
him for, or he consulted her?

There's one thing that I remember that they 
would talk about,and that was any racial 
situation. If he had a situation that came 
up that he thought that she was aware of, 
he'd contact her; and if she had a problem, 
it would reverse, she'd get in touch with 
him.
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Jacox: 1 wonder why - she never held a public 
office, did she?

Wa1ke r: No, not that 1 know of.

Jacox: Was she interested in that sort of thing, 
do you know?

Walker: Well she was so involved with the Order 
of St. Lukes and the building of the, at 
that time, of the Penny Savings Bank, the 
St. Luke Penny Savings Bank, that she 
didn't have too much time, and then like 
1 said, she was very active in the NAACP, 
in fo rm i ng that.

J acox: Can you think of anything in particular 
that she did with the NAACP, anything 
specific?

Walker: Well she was instrumental in building 
Double "0" Clay Street, which is now a 
1 i b ra ry.

Jacox: I've seen references to - exactly what 
was Double "0" Clay Street?

Walker: Well at one time it was headquarters for 
the NAACP.

Jacox: Why was it called - 1 see when she writes 
in her diary for example, she writes it 
Zero, Zero.

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: Was that the address?
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Walker: That1 s right.

Jacox: It was just -

Walker: That's right, because I'll tell you it 
was right in the middle of the block, 
between east and west on Clay Street, 
so they called it Zero, Zero.

Jacox: That's interesting. So she was instru
mental in getting that building erected?

Walker: That's right.

Jacox: Can you thing of any particular programs 
they worked on together, or activities, 
or situations that the NAACP might have 
been involved in tn Richmond?

Walker: Well at the time everything was strictly 
beneficial for Blacks, when it said 
National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, but you know but that's 
changed now; they'll work with any situation 
regardless of race. But like 1 said, any 
situation that came up that was problematic 
with Blacks, that was referred to the NAACP, 
they would work on it.

Jacox: Can you think of any problematic situations 
that did come up in Richmond during her 
time that was talked about, or she was 
concerned with?

Walker: Not definitely, there were so many. 1 think 
her main concern with Blacks was poverty; 
that's the biggest thing 1 can think about. 
Of course that's general, but 1 can't pin
point any one thing.

Jacox: How about, let's talk about Jackson Ward 
again, and the neighborhood.
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Wa1ke r: Okay.

Jacox: Whlat social activities was she interested 
in or any, not just social, any type of 
activities - for children,for adults, for 
anybody in part 1cular. that she sponsored, 
either on a regular basis,or an inter- 
mi ttent basis?

Wa1ke r: Well, just like 1 said, one of the best 
things that she sponsored for the youth 
throughout the whole Ward was when she 
formed the Cadet Corps,and she wound up 
paying for a lot of uniforms. But, that 
was quite an outfit.

Jacox: What was the purpose; was it to give you 
something to do, or?

Walker: To take the youth off the streets, teach 
them a little discipline; that was about 
the size of it.

Jacox: Was that the same thing as the Juvenile 
Depa rtment ?

Walker: It was affiliated with the Juvenile Depart 
ment; that's right.

Jacox: Were there any sort of secret rites,or 
anything involved in becoming a member of 
the Independent Order of St. Luke?

Walker: Oh no, no.

Jacox: It wasn't that type of—

Walker: No, it wasn't a secret organization at all



57

J acox: How about the insurance part of It; what 
kind of policies did people buy? Did 
they buy, you know, what size policies, 
or do you remember prices of policies?

Walker: 1 don't remember the price now, but it 
boiled down to death benefits, and the 
premiums had to be very low, because the 
payments at the end weren't that much, 
because it didn't cost that much to be 
buried. As a matter of fact, you'd just 
get barely enough to bury you.

J acox: Were there any restrictions on who 
could get, who could become a - who could 
buy this insurance?

Walker: No, just about every member of the Independ
ent Order had the insurance,because that was 
what the Order was based on.

J acox: Did you have to pay to become a member of 
the independent Order?

Walker: No.

J acox: How about the new building that you built; 
well it was built during your grandmother's 
tenure at the Independent Order.

Walker: At 900.

Jacox: St. James.

Walker: St. James, yes.

Jacox: What was that building used for?
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Wa1ke r: That was - the top floor was the office 
building to carry on the business of the 
Independent Order. The other floors 
were used for meeting rooms. Like 1 
said, they had various circles and when 
they would meet, they would meet in the 
various rooms.

Jacox: Do you mean the circles were geographical, 
is that what—

Wa1ker: No, just like clubs, you know.

Jacox: No, but 1 guess what I'm asking is, were 
there several circles in Richmond, or one 
circle was in Richmond, and one was in 
Norfolk say; Is that how the circles were?

Wa1ker: There were several circles in Richmond, and 
there were circles all over the state. 
Everywhere there was a chapter of the Order, 
they had a circle.

Jacox: Were there mostly men, or mostly women, 
or some of both who were very active in 
the activities of St. Luke - the Independent 
0 rder?

Walker: 1 would say that women had the larger 
percentage. There were active men also, 
but for example, in the office there were 
mainly women. There were some men; 
heads of the circles were mixed.

Jacox: How about the, you were telling me the top 
floor of the building at 900 St. James 
Street was used as office space.

Walker: That's right.
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Jacox: Okay, that's the third floor; is that 
correct, was that the third or second floor?

Walker: Fourth floor.

Jacox: Fourth floor, okay. How about the third 
floor; can you remember what was there?

Walker: Well, 1 said all of the other floors - the 
first floor housed mainly the printing 
section. That's where Mrs. Lillie Payne 
was a supervisor. And the second and third 
floors were just used for meeting rooms.

Jacox: How about the printing section; did they - 
was it sort of like a place that anybody 
could come to get their things printed?

Walker: Yes.

Jacox: Oh, it wasn't just for the Independent Order?

Walker: No, but there was so much printing that had 
to be done for the Independent Order, 
naturally that had priority, but if they 
had time to do any other work for anybody, 
they would.

Jacox: How about, what did you do as a family on 
holidays; did you all use to get together, 
or what was the atmosphere like?

Walker: Yes, as a general rule. Take like Thanks
giving, or Christmas and all that; there 
was a family get together at the homestead 
at 110. That's why she had that spacious 
dining room, and we'd have a big family 
reun ion.
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Jacox: What were the occasions that her visitors 
would come to see her? Did Colonel Knicker
bocker ever come during the holidays?

Walker: Colonel Knickerbocker would come when he 
felt like coming, (Laughter.)

Jacox: Do you know anything about him, or do you—

Walker: The only thing 1 know about Colonel 
Knickerbocker was that he was a prominent 
officer in the Elks.

Jacox: Do you know his first name?

Walker: Colonel; that's all 1 know.

Jacox: Oh! Was that his name?

Walker: Yes, 1 don't think he was an officer or 
anything. (Laughter.)

Jacox: Oh! And here 1 am thinking that—

Walker: 1 know; no.

Jacox: That's interesting; 1 guess that's what we 
named our people back then.

Walker: Well, she (Cynthia Walker) has a relative 
in her family,and his first name is Colonel.

Jacox: How about one more question about Mary
1 Bethune. Can you think of any joint projects 

that she and your grandmother worked on 
together, or any particular occasions



that she came to visit, or did she just 
come to visit to visit?

Wa1ker:

Jacox:

Walker:

Jacox:

Wa1ke r:

Jacox:

Walker:

Oh, when she came to the house it was more 
or less a social visit, you know, like she 
was passing through,or something like that. 
And she might stay overnight, or she just 
might pass the time away, and what they 
would talk about, I don't know. But I know 
that my grandmother was extremely interested 
in Bethune-Cookman School, and I would 
Imagine they discussed that extensively.
But other than that, I don't know of any
thing they talked about other than social 
chit-chat.

Was there, was there any particular reason 
why these people - did these people who 
stayed at your grandmother's house, did 
they stay there because there wasn't 
another place to stay in Richmond, or was 
that the—

No, it was just a matter of the friendship, 
and the first thing she'd do would, "Well, 
you are going to stay here tonight," you 
know, one of those things.

Where would they stay with all the kids, 
and family, and—

Well, she always had a guest room, so that 
was no problem.

I think that's about it, unless there is 
anything else you want to add, if you can 
think of anything that just popped in your 
mind.

No, I think we've just about covered it, 
unless you want my biography, and I don't
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Jacox:

Walker:

Jacox:

think you want any of that. (Laughter.) 
Let me see if I have any other notes down 
here; i sat up last night.

One thing I would like is, you have written 
down a list of names; I'd like to look at 
your list and compare it with the spellings 
I have. That's about it.

All right, I wrote that at two o'clock 
this morning, so it might be, it might 
look like hieroglyphics.

That's okay.

[END OF TAPE THREE]



Introduction to Interview with
Mrs. Manie Evelyn Walker Crawford

This interview with Mrs. Mamie Evelyn Walker Crawford, granddaugher of 
Maggie Lena Walker, took place on Thursday, March 5, 1981, at her home 
in Washington, D.C. Present during the interview were Mrs. Crawford,
Mrs. Celia -Tackson Suggs, park ranger at the Maggie L. Walker NHS; and 
Ms. Diann L. Jacox, staff historian at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
of the National Park Service.

Mrs. Crawford, the second child of Melvin Dewitt (1897-1935), and Ethel 
Robinson Walker (1900-1983), was born September 21, 1922. She lived at 
110 East Leigh Street from birth, and shared a second floor bedroom with 
her younger sister, Elizabeth Mitchell Walker Randolph. In» or about, 
1927 she went to live with her maternal grandmother, Mrs. Mamie Robinson, 
at 18 West Leigh Street, but returned frequently to visit her paternal 
grandmother. At the time of Maggie Walker's death in December, 1934,
Mrs. Crawford was twelve years old.

Mrs. Crawford's speaks primarily from the perspective of a young child 
growing 15) and being continually involved in the household of the Walker 
extended family. Consequently, the interview is quite useful in getting 
a feel for the texture of day-to-day life in the Maggie Walker household. 
It covers such varied topics as eating and sleeping arrangements, 
Christmas and holiday celebrations, the leisure activities of the various 
family members, the social visitors to the house, the games that the 
grandchildren played as youngsters in the household, the roles and 
responsibilities of the various family members, family vacations, and the 
mundane aspects of juggling the busy schedules of the adults with those 
of the grandchildren in the household. She also recaí led the excitement 
and enthusiam that she experienced as a child participating in the 
activities of the Independent Order of St. Luke, particularly the 
parades.

1



Much of the interview is structured around the identification and descrip
tion of the individual roans in the house including their decor, wall
papers, painting, lighting, furnishings and artifacts, and alterations. 
There is also a discussion of the events and activities that took place in 
the individual rooms. Mrs. Crawford notes that although each individual 
famil” had its suite of designated rooms to meet their privacy needs, the 
children played in and used the house in its entirety. She attributes the 
integrity of the house and its furnishings to the commitment of her aunt, 
Mrs. Hattie Naomi Frazier Walker, to preserve the house as a tribute to 
Maggie Walker.

Mrs. Crawford also had specific memories of Maggie Walker's professional 
associates who visited the house, including members of the Independent 
Order of St. Luke, the Richmond Council of Colored Women, and such 
notables as Mary McLeod Bethune and Charlotte Hawkins Brown. She also 
discusses Maggie Walker's association with the Grand Uhited Order of True 
Reformers, and with John Mitchell, editor of the Richmond Planet. There 
is also a discussion of her grandmother's personality, appearance and 
personal presence.

Access to Interview:

At the beginning of this project, it was our intention to record the 
interviews for our immediate research needs; we had no specific plans to 
reproduce the tape recordings or transcripts for the general public. Our 
goal was to provide the historians, architects, and interpreters directly 
involved in the restoration and interpretation of the site, and the 
preparation of the historical studies with background materials on Maggie 
Walker. Following the interview, I discussed with Mrs. Crawford our 
desire to have her transfer the literary rights of the interview to the 
National Park Service. Once I listened to the tape recordings and read 
the draft transcripts of this interview and the others, I felt that our 
original plans for the project were unnecessarily restrictive. I also 
felt that I had not sufficently explained to her the details of
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transferring the literary rights to the National Park Service. Later I 
mailed Mrs. Crawford a cassette tape of the interview, and requested that 
she allow the general public to have access to both the transcript and 
tape recording.

Mrs. Crawford signed a release form, transferring the literary rights to 
the National Park Service, and agreed and to have the recording and 
transcript cpen to the general public.

Editing and Punctuation:

This tact represents the entire recorded interview. Standard punctuation 
was used except in the following cases:

"— ." This generally appears in the middle of a paragraph, and usually 
indicates that the speaker changed the subject without completing the 
previous thought or sentence. When this abrupt shift was too confusing to 
be included in the same sentence, I ended the uncompleted thought with a 
"— ." Sometimes the shift in subject was due to a false start, or because 
the question or statement was rephrased, or sometimes because the speaker 
simply changed her mind.

".... " Usually appearing at the end of a statement, five dots indicate
that the speaker's voice trailed off before a thought or statement was 
completed, followed by a long pause.

"— " This generally appears at the end of a statement, and indicates 
an uncompleted statement or question, usually because one speaker was 
interrupted by another, or several people were speaking at once.

"(Yes)" and "(No)" indicates that the affirmative or negative response 
was indicated by a body gesture, or by colloquial expressions such as 
"un-huh," "nah" or the like.
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ANNOTATIONS TO CRAWFORD TRANSCRIPT

pp. 5-17. While discussing the Maggie L. Walker House both Mrs. Crawford 
and I used a floor plan to identify the individual rooms and 
furnishings. Unfortunately, one of the floor plans was 
juxtaposed, so for pages 5-17, the rooms are misidentified.
The error was discovered on page 17, and we backtracked, 
beginning on page 18 to correct the mix-up.

p. 39. Booker T. Washington's vital dates are 1856-1915. Mrs. Craw
ford was b o m  in September, 1922, so Booker T. Washington 
would not have been a visitor to the Maggie L. Walker House 
during Mrs. Crawford's lifetime.
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Interviewees Mrs. Mamie Evelyn Walker Crawford.

Date: Thursday, March 5, 1981.

Places Washington, D.C.

Interviewer: Diann L. Jacox.

Present During Interviews Mrs. Mamie E.W. Crawford.
Mrs. Celia Jackson Suggs, Park Ranger - 

Historian, Maggie L. Walker NHS. 
Ms. Diann L. Jacox, Historian, HARD.

Subject: Personal, family and professional life of 
Maggie L. Walker; friends and associates of 
Maggie L. Walker; Maggie L. Walker House; 
Independent Order of St. Luke; Jackson 
Ward.

Length: Approximately 1 1/2 hours.

Auditor and Editor Diann L. Jacox
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Jacox:

C rawfo rd: 

Jacox:

C rawford: 

Jacox:

I want to thank you, first of all, for 
putting up with us; for letting us come 
here, and come into your house, and inter
view you.

The pleasure is mine, dear.

Oh, that's good.

Most of the things that I am going to ask 
you about are about the house itself, about 
your family life with your grandmother, and 
whatever little things that you can remember. 
I know it's hard» I mean it's been a long 
time, but sometimes you can remember a 
detail here or there, or maybe after we 
leave, if you can think of something else, 
you can just write it down.

I'll send i t to you.

So that will be— . I don't think you should
worry too much if you can't remember all the 
details, or you can't remember the last name, 
or the date or whatever, because everybody is 
like that. When I was interviewing your 
brother, I was telling him how - that I was 
younger than him, but he remembers a lot more 
than - when he was a kid than I remember 
when I was a kid, so I don't think you should 
worry about that too much.

There are a couple of things I wanted to talk 
to you about before we begin the interview. 
One of the things is a - its called a 
release form. I'll show it to you when we 
finish the interview, but it's - basically 
what we'll be asking you to do is to donate 
the tape itself to the National Park Service 
because after we record it, of course it's 
partlyyours because it's your, you know, your 
memories and it's your talking so we'll talk 
about that. The one thing that I do want to 
say is that we are not going to use the tape 
for the public, I mean the public is not
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Crawford : 

Jacox:

C rawford: 

Jacox:

C rawfo rd:

going to come and hear the tape. The 
people involved in restoring the house 
are going to listen to the tape and pick 
out details. If you can tell us something - 
for example, how a room looked, they'll use 
that in the restoration of the room. Or if 
you tell us something about Mrs. Walker, 
about how she spent her day, for example, 
and the public comes in on a tour and they 
want to know that kind of information - 
that's what basically it's used for. It's 
not used for commercial purposes and its 
not used - no one will be hearing our 
voices, so if you think you're stuttering 
or anything else like that, you don't have 
to worry, because I know when I play my 
voice back, I just can't stand it. I can't 
stand it! (Laughter).

You can't believe itl

Okay, well, there's a couple of things that 
I want to say before we begin.

Today is Thursday, March 5, 1981 and we are 
interviewing Mrs. Mamie Evelyn Walker Craw
ford, who is the granddaughter of Maggie L. 
Walker, at her home in Washington, D. C. 
Present here are Mrs. Crawford, Diann Jacox 
and Celia Jackson.

Why don't we begin with a few things about 
yourself; why don't you tell me something 
about youself? How long have you - what 
year were you born?

Well 1922; September twenty-first.

You 1Tved at the house from the very 
beg inning?

Yes, I was born there and I stayed oh, I'd 
say approximately seven or eight years.
Then I moved two blocks with my other grand
mother because she was alone, but I was more
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or less, back and forth, but not continually 
there like the other three were.

J acox: Oh, so you - so when you were about, about 
1929 or so, you moved with your other grand
mother. What was your other grandmother's 
name?

C rawfo rd: Mrs. Mamie Robinson.

Jacox: That's your mother's—

C rawfo rd : Mother.

Jacox: Your mother's name was?

C rawfo rd: Rob i nson.

Jacox: Ethel Robinson?

C rawfo rd: (Yes•)

Jacox: What year were your parents married? Now, 
your father is Russell, no, excuse me, 
Melvin.

C rawfo rd: Melvin.

Jacox: Do you know what year your parents were 
ma rr i ed?

C rawf ord : Offhand, no. 1 should imagine, 1 know she 
was about eighteen years old, so it might 
have been around 1917 or '18.

Jacox: About 1917 or '18.



C rawford:

Jacox:

C rawford:

Jacox:

C rawfo rd:

k

Do you know what year your father was 
born? That was one of the things I - I 
was looking through the records, looking 
through Mrs, Walker's records, and I 
didn't see a definite date there.

No, I don't know whether it's on our 
birth certificates or not; I can check. 
It should be around maybe 1900, I should 
imag i ne.

0 kay,

What's your earliest memories of your 
g randmother?

Well, I think the earliest ones were around 
hristmas, naturally, when we were going 

through the throes of Santa Claus, you know, 
and coming down, and seeing the beautiful 
dolls and things that she had gotten us, and 
the togetherness of the whole family, I 
think that stands out more than anything, 
because shortly after receiving the dolls,
I can remember my brother decided to comb 
all the curls out, and I nearly died, 
(laughter,) and I can remember her fussing 
with him, you know, about that, I think that 
stands out more than anything, these beautiful 
dolls that she had gotten us - gotten me, for 
Christmas. I imagine the three of us got 
them the same time.

Did you usually, all of you, celebrate Christ
mas and other holidays at the house together? 
Did you usually have big family celebrations?

Oh yes, the holidays were always together. The 
rest of the times-as you know, the house was 
divided Into like three separate little,more 
or less apartments, where Mother and my father 
and their family had a little suite toward the 
back; and Maggie Laura and Aunt Hattie had their 
suite over to the right going up the steps; and 
then she had her sitting room, bedroom, and a 
little bath and kitchenette to the front. And 
most of the times when she would come in from
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work, she was sort of exhausted, and with 
all of us running around she would greet 
us, or you know, and bring something and 
say a few words and then retreat with Polly 
up to her room. So most of the time during 
the week we didn't see that much of her.
It was mostly on weekends when she'd have 
the big Sunday dinners, all of us together 
around the table, or holidays together, but 
the rest of the time....

Jacox: I have a map of the house. I have a map
which Instead of having the names of the 
rooms, we have numbers for the rooms, and 
we wanted you to help us Identify what rooms - 
what did you call the rooms, because for 
example, we might call a room a library and 
you might have called It a parlor or some
thing like that. Not a library -we might 
have called It a living room and you might 
call It a parlor, so we wanted to get an 

■ Idea of what you called your rooms, and 
what did you do In each of the rooms.

Now this Is the front of the house, this is the 
front, this the first floor, and this is the 
second floor. Here,I have another. Okay, 
now could you imagine coming in the front 
right there, and right to the left. Now we 
call that room 116; can you remember?

Crawford: Now as you come in, to the left was the
library that had the long couch and the 
bookcases In there, and the Indian standlng- 
a statue of an Indian, cigar Indian, stand
ing right at the door. I think that's still 
there. And to the right as you come in, was 
what we used to call the front parlor or good 
parlor that was sort of off limits when we 
were younger, you know, because it had very 
delicate furniture In there. So that was 
these two.

Jacox: So 115 was the front parlor, and 116 was the
library? What did you use—

C r a w f o r d :  Y e s .  N o w  w h e r e  a r e  the s t e p s ?
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Jacox: 

C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd :

Jacox :

C rawfo rd :

Jacox: 

C rawford :

Let me see, The steps aren't numbered,

Well that's all right; just so the steps 
come down in there, in the hall.

Now what did you used to do in the library? 
Did the kids get to use the library, or did 
your grandmother have meetings there, or 
did she study there or what; do you remember?

Well I think most of the time if she had 
friends, you know, who came in, they would 
go in there and discuss things, maybe about 
St. Lukes or the organizations that she 
belonged to like the National Negro Council 
of Women, I can remember a couple of people 
being in there, and she was meeting in there; 
If they were overnight guests, they might 
retreat upstairs to her suite. But most of 
the time she spent her time reading, and 
sometimes we would do homework in there 
depending, you know, whether it was summer
time or too warm upstairs, and what not, 
because it usually was very cool down there, 
so we would crawl up on the sofa, and read 
books, or things like that.

Do you remember any of her guests? You said 
that sometimes she would meet with people 
from the Order - from St. Lukes, or some of 
the other organizations.

Well I remember Mrs. Bethune came through one 
time when she was asking, you know, for funds 
for the college, and then so did Charlotte 
Hawkins Brown who was from Palmer, I remember.

Is that Palmer College?

(Yes,) Palmer Institute, and the only reason 
that comes back to my mind, at the time I 
might not have known who she was until I had 
a niece who later went there.
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Jacox: Went to Palmer, or Bethune?

C rawfo rd : Palmer,

Now those two 1 remember, and there were 
other people connected with the St, Lukes, 
as 1 said, who came from Philadelphia and 
New York, who wouid come down before the 
general meeting and have conferences with 
her, 1 don't remember their particular 
names though.

Jacox: What was - do you remember anything about 
Mary Bethune?

C rawford: Not much,, except that she seemed very gracious. 
She came in, 1 mean she greeted us aschildren 
as we would run in and what not, and it 
didn't seem to disturb them. 1 can remember 
that, but that was all.

Jacox: Okay. The next room we have is - now we call 
this 114 and 113« Now this is right behind 
t he—

C rawford: The 1i brary.

Jacox: The 1i brary.

Crawford: Well that was - we used to call that a little 
sitting room that my father more or less used, 
because it used to have a Victrola in there 
that he used to play a lot when he was relax
ing, and 1 think he had a couch, a table or 
something that he would work on, or if his 
friends came in, they would go in there.

Jacox: Was that room added on, do you know, or 
enclosed? Do you remember any changes that 
were made in the house, like any rooms being 
added on, or changed while you were there?
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C rawford :

J acox:

C rawford:

Jacox:

Crawford :

No. The only thing I can remember is when 
we get to upstairs, there was a porch on 
the back» I think that was enclosed, you 
know, to accomodate another room for my 
brother, so that my sister and I would have 
a room, and my mother and father would have 
a room. And then I think, there was a little 
kitchen that was up there too. I vaguely 
remember they were doing something to that.

Do you have any idea what year that might 
have been, or how old you might have been 
when that happened?

Oh, I would imagine I was around six or seven, 
because now the thing that would make that 
stay in my mind, because when I was about 
five,! entered kindergarten at the Catholic 
school around the corner. They were other 
visitors too, the Sisters. The nuns used to 
come by to see her, you know, on holidays 
and we would put on programs for them. And 
as I said, I was in the kindergarten around 
there, and I developed diphtheria so I had - 
I had a time. And I can remember she got 
me a little cradle, because when you have 
the needles up and down your back you can't 
turn over, so I was on my stomach most of 
the time, and I had the cradle on the floor 
with this doll in it that 1 could stay on my 
stomach and rock back and forth. And I think 
it was around that time that they were putting 
some additions or someth i ng back there, because 
they had to be very careful with me catching 
cold and what not.

How did you get to go to a Catholic school, 
because weren't you - was your whole family 
Baptist?

Yes, well I think that was because that was 
the only place that had kindergarten, and it 
was right around the corner, and as I say, 
the Sisters were always there, you know. And
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that's about the only reason 1 can give, 
because we never attendee, you know, 
Catholic Church.

Jacox: What school was that?

C rawfo rd : it was called St. Joseph's Villa.

Jacox: St. Joseph's Villa?

Crawford: 1 think it's St. Joseph's. They have another 
one out on the highway now that may have the 
same name, but it was a little Catholic 
school right around on First Street.

Jacox: First and what; can you remember that?

C rawfo rd : 1 think it's between Baker and Jackson.

Jacox: Baker and Jackson?

C rawford: (Yes.) It was a whole block, square block 
on the right hand side, going down before 
you got to the bridge.

Jacox: Okay, now let's go to another room. Now right 
behind the—

C rawford: Front Parlor

Jacox: Front Parlor, Now actually 1 think this is 
two rooms. We have one number on here.

C rawford: Yes, well then we had it - this part was the 
front parlor^and this was known as the back 
parlor or music room, because she had the 
grand piano in there. The three of us took 
music, and Armstead took violin.



Jacox: 

C rawfo r d :

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd:

Jacox:

C rawfo rd: 

Jacox:

C rawfo rd: 

Jacox:

C rawfo rd :

You mean the three girls?

Yes, and we would practice, you know, in 
there and then at times he would come in 
and we would play for him, and my mother 
played very well, and at other times she 
would play and we would sing in there.

When did you do that; did you do that on 
Sundays, any special occasion, or you just 
did it?

Well, I think anytime we had to take turns 
practicing, and I think anytime that they 
were in the mood, or had the extra time we 
would go in there, but I imagine that most 
of it was probably on Sundays when we had 
dinner or were waiting for dinner.

Yes, Armstead told us about playing the violin,

Okay, so behind the back parlor then; the 
back parlor is where they let the kids come 
i n 7

(Yes.)

And that's, well on this map we have it as 
115, but actually it's two rooms. Okay, so 
here's another room; this is room 105»

Now that's the dining room, I think.

Tell me, did you all eat together, both your 
family - your mother and father and your 
sister and brother, and Dr. Lewis, as well as 
Polly and Alfonso, or did you eat separately, 
or what?

Well, my mother and father and the three of 
us, and Maggie Laura and her mother, and



J a c o x :

C rawfo r d :

J a c o x :

C rawfo r d :

J a c o x :

Grandmother Walker would eat together, 
and of course Polly usually served the 
food, and Alfonso helped her. And on 
occasions when we weren't in the dining 
room - in the kitchen - t h e  kids would all 
sit down together with them and eat, you 
know, maybe before school or after snacks 
school, or something like that.

So you usually - the kids got to eat in the 
dining room too?

On weekends and holidays and thingslike that, 
because there were so many of us, and coming 
and going in shifts as we did, it was hard 
to get everybody organized together, and 
especially Grandmom Walker with her schedule. 
And of course, Aunt Hattie's schedule was 
almost the same as Grandmom Walker's, since 
she worked over there with her, which left 
really the four of us and my mother, because 
a lot of times my father was out working.

How about - now, what was the kitchen upstairs 
used for then?

Well in the morning, getting everybody out to 
school and what not, we each would go in our 
own things(?) and have our own breakfasts, so 
my mother would get the three of us together 
and out with lunches and what not; and I 
guess Aunt Hattie would most of the time use 
the kitchen downstairs for Maggie Laura, and 
get her out and get herself out. Or if 
Aunt Hattie left before schooltime, Maggie 
Laura would come on over and eat with us, 
since she would leave with Aunt Hattie, I 
mean with Grandmom Walker, in the mornings.

Oh so, but the kitchen was more or less in 
your grandmother's sort of part of the house, 
the second floor kitchen I mean?



Crawford : 

J a c o x : 

C r a wford:

J a c o x :

C rawfo r d :

J a c o x : 

C rawfo r d :

J a c o x :

C rawfo rd : 

J a c o x :

The second floor kitchen, (yes).

Oh, you just used it?

Well, It ran between our section in the 
back, and her section in the front, so if 
we weren't in there, and at night we were 
in the bed or something and she wanted a 
snack,they might just sit there and eat, 
you know, in the evening she would use it, 
so it wasn't strictly limited to anybody.
We used the whole house, all of us, wherever 
we happened to be, and whatever the occasion 
was, you know.

Did she - was she in the wheelchair at 
this t i me?

Yes, she was in the wheelchair as long as 
I can remember.

How did she get downstairs?

They had the elevator which was right in the 
back of our rooms, and she would take that 
down to the first floor; and then she had a 
ramp out through the garage to the car, and 
then she would be, you know, rolled right 
into it, and it would lock into the car.

And as long as you can remember, she was in 
the wheelcha i r?

Y e s .

Now what year were you born again, did you say?

C rawfo rd : 1 922
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J a c o x :

C rawfo r d : 

J a c o x :

C rawfo r d :

Jacox: 

C rawfo r d :

Oh, twenty-two. Now, what was I going to 
say? But the kitchen on the second floor 
wasn't particularly there because she was 
in the wheelcha i r?

N o , I don't think s o .

Because I thoughtmaybe it might have been, 
because she was on the second floor, you 
know, and it would have been easier for her 
to eat upstairs. But she came down to eat 
with you?

Well now, she came down to eat with us 
mostly on weekends. Now but the rest of the 
time when she would get in from work, as I 
said, she was quite tired and her meals were 
sometimes carried upstairs to her, or fixed 
upstairs for her in the evenings late if she 
got in and we were in the bed or something.
So as I said, it was a dual thing. Then 
some other times, she might come in and just 
sit down in the dining room, you know, with 
Aunt Hattie and discuss things of the day, 
or with my mother or something like that.

Did you when you were a child, have a very 
clear sense of the different parts of the 
house being different families', not really 
different families', but this being your 
Aunt Hattie's section and Maggie Laura's 
section, and that being your grandmother's 
section and the back being—

Well yes, we knew that these were definitely 
set aside for us, but we used all of it. 
Anytime we wanted to go over to Maggie 
Laura's room and play, we would go over there 
and play, or vice-versa, you know, so we 
weren't restricted, although at bedtime I 
knew this is my room with my sister, and my 
brother, I think, realized his room was here,
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Jacox:

and Maggie Laura realized she and her 
mother were to the front. So it was sort 
of 1 guess, to give each group privacy at 
sometime when they needed it. So that's 
what i would say was the reason for the, 
you know, the separation.

How about Alfonso; now Alfonso was married, 
wasn't he?

C rawfo rd: Yes,

Jacox: And he had children?

C rawfo rd: Yes,

Jacox: And did they also live in the house?

C rawford: No, 1 don't remember them being there. Now 
they might have, 1 just remembered Alfonso 
coming early in the morning and leaving in 
the evening.

Jacox: Your brother thought that he might have lived 
on the second floor of the carriage house at 
one time.

C rawfo rd: Well he may have. Maybe he did before he 
married, but from the time he was married 
it seems to me that he lived off, and would 
Just come in unless, you know, it was some
thing unusual she had to do.

Jacox: How about Pol 1y?

C rawford: Well Polly stayed there, and she had a 
separate bedroom in between us. I'd have 
to look at the—

Jacox: Oh, that's on the second floor.
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Crawford: Yes.

Jacox: Okay, we'll get there.

C rawfo rd: 1 don't know if 1 remember each and 
every room.

Jacox: Oh well that's— . We'll get up to the 
second floor.

Now her husband lived there?

C rawfo rd: Yes, he died, but 1 don't remember him 
being there. 1 think he must, you know, 
have passed before f can,....

Jacox: Can remember?

C rawford: Can remember. 1 don't know what year he 
passed, but 1 can't remember him being 
there.

Jacox: Okay, now we're back at - no, this is the dining 
room. You said it was 1 0 5 « Now right behind 
the dining room we have room 1 0 4 . Can 
you - these are rooms 103 and 1 0 4 * Can you—

C rawfo rd: Well, the only thing 1 remember, behind the 
dining room was the kitchen, and it seemed 
like it was one room there to me.

Jacox: How about—

C rawford: She had this large wooden stove, and a small 
table and a cabinet in there, which is where 
Polly did most of the cooking, infact all of 
the cooking.

Jacox: Is that “ that looks like it's right behind - 
no, the dining room is—
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J a c o x : 

C r a w ford:

J a c o x :

C r a w f o r d :

J a c o x : 

C r a w f o r d :

Jacox: 

C r a wford:

C. Jackson:

1 6

Here, now this might have been off on the 
porch.

There's a porch on the first floor also?

On the first floor, but It didn't seem to 
me that it was enclosed. It seems like 
there was just a porch off, behind the 
kitchen.

No, here is - this is the dining room. I 
think it's 111. This is the dining room, 
and you said the kitchen was right behind 
this so that would have been 110, and then 
there is 103/104. I'm not sure exactly 
whether this is an enclosed room, or what.

Wei 1, that to me seems to be the porch here, 
then behind that was a playroom with the 
elevator. Where is the elevator?

Let me see. This is__

Now there was a room here 102, I think, that 
she used to iron. She had one of those 
ironing things that you put in and it- the 
iron would fold up, and go in.

Against the wall, you mean?

No, it was like a machine that sat out.
She would run the sheets through it, and 
they would come out folded. I remember that. 
Now, whether she washed over here or not in 
103, I can't remember, but I remember the 
ironing was done, and behind 111 was a pl ay
room with the elevator.

It must be here, it must be the playroom.
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J a c o x : No, it's further back.

C r a wford: No, the playroom is back here, almost to 
the elevator, where the elevator is.

J a c o x : Now this is 110, this is the dining room, 
so right behind the dining room - 110 is 
the kitchen, 1 mean.

C rawfo r d : Yes, then this must have been like a bed
room, 1 think, that was used in the beginning 
for Alfonso, or someone that was back there, 
and it was also used as the playroom.

J a c o x : Just a second, excuse me, 1 think we're using 
different maps. 1 think we got this map 
backwards. 1 think that rooms 115 and 116 
are at the back of the house,instead of the 
front, so actually 1 think its 101 that's the 
1 i bra r y .

C rawfo rd : That's right, 101.

J a c o x : Okay, then 108 would be?

C rawford : The f ront parlor.

J a c o x : 1 09?

C r a wford: Would be the music room, or second parlor.

J a c o x : And 110 would be?

C rawford : The dining room.

J a c o x : And 111?
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C r a w  f o  r d  : Would be the kitchen.

Jacox: 1 02?

C rawfo rd: Was another sitting room behind the library, 
that my father used with a Vlctrola in it 
when he relaxed.

Jacox: And then 103 and 104 were?

C rawford: Well, 103 1 think, is a small hall near the 
steps, and 1 O k was a pantry.

Jacox: And then, 105?

C rawford: Let's see, that must have been a separate 
room which was used first, maybe as a bed
room for Alfonso. And then later on rainy 
days and what not, we used to play back 
there untM they fixed the top floor up as a 
playroom, but we used to play back there,you 
know, after he married and moved out.

Jacox: And how about 113 and 114?

C rawford: That must have been the washing and ironing 
room back there,where she ironed and washed 
back there. The laundry room.

Jacox: So then 115 and 116 are?

C rawford: The garage.

Jacox: Now let's go up to the second floor then. 
Okay, now we're looking at the front and 
this time we have the map - we're looking 
in the right direction, and here's 1 think 
it's a porch right in the front of the house 
We don't have a number on it.
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J a c o x :

C rawford : 

J a c o x :

C rawfo rd :

Jacox :

C rawfo rd :

J a c o x : 

C rawford : 

J a c o x : 

C rawfo r d :

Yes, that's the sunporch thatwas right off 
from her bedroom in which she spent quite 
a bit of time out there, and it was so you 
could look up and down the street from both 
directions, and infact, when I would walk 
from my other grandmother's house, they 
could see me leave the house and come down.

Did she use that - well, you said that 
your earliest memories of her, she was 
already in a wheelchair, so she used to sit, 
take her chair out and sit?

Y e s .

Mow do you always remember this room as being 
enclosed? Right now it's enclosed.

I always remember ¡t as being enclosed, yes. 
And the thing that makes it stick in my mind 
is because as gifts, she used to get little 
things like a lemon tree, or a little orange 
tree that she used to have out there, and 
they were quite fascinating,you know, as 
child ren.

Oh, and she used to put them out on the sun- 
porch?

The sunporch. They were the two plants that 
I remember most, I think.

Now there's a room right behind the sunporch. 

That was her bedroom.

That's room 207?

(Yes-)
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Jacox: Now on the other side, that's room 201,

C rawfo rd: Now, that was Aunt Hattie's bedroom, but 
in between was a small hall.

Jacox: Yes, it's right there. Then right behind 
your Aunt Hattie's bedroom was room 202.

C rawford: Now that was Maggie Laura's room.

Jacox: 11 - now t h i s—

Crawford: Or a closet, it was either a dressing room 
or a closet. And then i think Maggie 
Laura's room was right behind that, ?f 1 
remember correctly, although we used to 
use both rooms when we played with the dolls 
and things, or played hide-and-seek. I'll 
get to that later.

Jacox: Hide-and-seek in that big house! (Laughter.)

C rawford: We had a terrible catastrophe doing that. 
1 don't know whether my brother told you 
a bout i t.

Jacox: No, he didn't.

Crawford: I'll get to it later.

Jacox: Okay, so 202 was probably the closet and 
then 205 was Maggie Laura's room. Now, 
there's another room right behind Maggie 
Laura's; that's 20^.

«
C rawfo rd: 1 think they used that for a sitting room 

for Aunt Hattie and Maggie Laura when they 
were together, you know, and as 1 said, we 
would play there too with the dolls - the 
sitting room and her bedroom, Maggie Laura's 
bedroom -as children.
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Jacox: 

Crawford :

Jacox:

So you had a lot of places to play.

Oh we did, all over. We had a lot of the 
neighborhood children in too see, so it 
was like Grand Central Station with children,

Now, right behind your grandmother's room is 
a room called 209» Do you remember which 
room that was?

[END OF TAPE ONE]
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J a c o x ;

C rawfo r d : 

J a c o x :

C r a w f o r d : 

J a c o x :

Crawford : 

Jacox:

C r a w ford: 

Jacox:

Crawford: 

J a c o x :

C r a wford: 

Jacox:

C r a w f o r d :

ITAPE TWO]

We're on the second floor again and we're 
looking at room 209 that was, you said, 
the sitting room for your grandmother.

C.Y e s . 1

And then there was 211.

The bathroom.

Was the bathroom.

21 2?

Was the closet, I think.

That your grandmother's things were stored, 
you said. And then, 213?

Was Polly's bedroom.

And then, 214?

Was a bathroom.

Yes, It was a bathroom. Whose bathroom was 
that; was that Polly's?

No, that was the one we used mostly.

The kids, or?

Well, my mother's, my mother and father, and 
the three of us.
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Jacox: 

C r a wford: 

J a c o x :

C r a wford: 

J a c o x :

C rawfo rd: 

J a c o x :

C rawfo r d : 

Jacox:

C r a w f o r d :

And then there was along the side of the 
house - now there is - the rooms we have 
are 216, 217, 2 18„

Vfel 1, I think 216 was a little dinette, 
and 217 was the kitchen, and I think 218 
was a bedroom, Armstead's bedroom.

Oh, Armstead's bedroom. And so now 216 was 
the kitchenette. You said the kids would 
sometimes eat there in the morning when you 
were going off to school, and sometimes 
your grandmother would too.

Okay now, there's a couple of rooms in the 
back of the house. There's one, 215.

That's the one.my mother and father had.

Oh, that was their bedroom. Then there was
2 0 6 .

That's the bedroom for my sister and myself.

Oh, that was you and your sister's.

Now, you said there was a playroom up here 
at one time.

No, the playroom was over the garage.

Oh so, the second floor of the carriage 
house?

(Yes() a big, huge playroom that she had 
constructed for the boys mostly, you know. 
There were so many of them from the n e i g h b o r 
hood who wouid come to play, and on rainy and 
snowy days to take, l guess, some of the wear 
and tear off the house, she just put all of



2k

Jacox:

athletic equi pment and what not up there 
for them to use, you know. You could get 
a larger number up there.

Was that Armstead's friends, or?

C rawford: Mostly Armstead's friends, because they were 
rougher, you know, and the girls would use 
the playroom next to the elevator.

Jacox: Down on the first floor?

C rawford: Yes, but there were times when all of us 
would be up there, you know. It depends, 
but as a rule the boys played mostly up 
there basketball and, you know, things 
1i ke that.

Jacox: That's 219 and 220.

C rawford: (Yes.)

Jacox: 1 think that just about does it for the 
inside of the house. Now, you were telling 
me something when we had the tape off about 
your hide-and-seek games.

C rawford: Well, 1 can remember the house was so large, 
to amuse ourselves we used to play hide-and- 
seek, and each person would hide and the 
other three would try to find them. And 1 
can remember one night when we were playing 
this, 1 think Armstead was the one that was 
looking, and Maggie Laura was trying to find 
me, 1 think, and Armstead was downstairs.
She was upstairs, and 1 remember she looked 
over the banister and lost her balance and 
fell to the first floor and, of course, she 
factured her jaw, and her teeth and all went 
up to the gums. So It was oh, quite a bit 
of confusion and they had to get her out
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Jacox: 

C rawford:

Jacox: 

Crawford:

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd:

J a c o x : 

C r a w f o r d :

and to the doctor, and I think she still 
has had repercussions from it.

Oh, goodness!

(Yes,) that's one thing I remember. I 
think we cut the hide-and-seek out where we 
would go ail over the house, you know.

And you were also telling me that you had 
diphtheria when you were a child.

Yes, I was sick every day- every year of my 
life, so diphtheria was just one of the 
things I had. I think I had measles three 
times, | had diphtheria, and scarlet fever. 
I had at the other.....

How about - what year did you have diphtheria, 
because you were saying that you thought the 
house might have been quarantined for a while, 
but you__

It must have been around '27, because I 
think I was about four or five years old, 
because I had entered the kindergarten at 
the Catholic school around the corner. And 
at that time they used to make the fire when 
you got there, you know, and it was quite 
cold, and all I remember is that I hadn't 
been there too long before I came down with 
diphtheria, and I don't think I entered 
again after that, I mean, I did not go back 
to the Catholic school.

Did your sister go there, and your brother 
also, and Maggie Laura go to the Catholic 
schoo17 I

I think they went to kindergarten, but then 
they all transferred to public school after
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J a c o x :

C rawfo r d :

J a c o x :

C rawfo r d :

the kindergarten, or first grade. I don't 
remember exactly, but it seems as though 
we all just went there for this pre-school 
or kindergarten thing that they had.

Okay. I think I'm going to ask you a few 
questions about your grandmother, you know, 
about what kind of person she was.

What was her general personality like, I 
mean,what did you think of her when you 
were a kid?

Well, I found her to be sort of a domineering 
type of person, and definitely a family 
person, and you sort of stood in awe of her, 
you know. Because I don't know whether it 
was the size, the wheelchair or what, but 
underneath I found her a very loving person 
as far as the family was concerned. She 
idolized the family and tried to give them 
everything she thought they wanted, and s o m e 
times I think she overdid it, but we all 
loved her very much and respected her.

What did she look like? I've seen pictures 
of her, but—

Well, she was heavy, and the funny thing, 
when I went to the hearing here- the Senate 
hearing, Abourezk said to me "Oh, I can see 
you look just like your grandmother;" and it 
reminded me of something Polly used to say when 
I was sick. I was very thin and very frail, 
and they were always pumping medicines of 
different sorts in me, and she would make 
this thing - s h e  says, "My gracious, before 
you die, you'll be big as Miss Maggie," and 
as I've put the weight on now, you know, I 
can see. I says "Oh heavens, maybe she'll 
be right if I don't stop." (Laughter.) But 
she was quite large, and I guess because she 
was confined to the wheelchair and could not 
exercise, and was a big eater, but very 
immaculate person and well groomed person.
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Jacox: How about Polly; how long was she with the 
fam i1y?

C rawf o rd : Polly was with the family, 1 think, when my 
father was a child. She had been with us 
all that time up until the time she left 
and went with Maggie Laura, you know, to 
live.

Jacox: In Chicago?

C rawford: (Yes .)

Jacox: What sort of things did she do for your 
grandmother, or do for your family?

C rawfo rd: Well, she was just general housekeeper, infact 
she ran the whole house, everybody in there 
including Alfonso, and she just did all of 
the cooking, and the washing and ironing. 
Alfonso used to drive the car, and the 
heavy cleaning he would do.

Jacox: How about the shopping; did she do that too?

C rawford: No, Alfonso, did most of the shopping. She 
might go with him, but 1 think he would do 
most of that. 1 can remember him coming in 
with the packages.

Jacox: How old was Polly relative to your grandmother; 
were they about the same age, or was she 
younger, older, do you remember?

C rawfo rd: 1 think she was a little younger.

Jacox: Than your grandmother?

C rawfo rd: (Yes.)
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Jacox: 

C rawford :

Jacox: 

Crawford i

Jacox: 

C rawford:

Jacox :

What was a typical day in your grandmother's 
life like; how did she spend her weekdays, 
as you can remember?

Well she, as I say, used to get up In the 
morning and Polly would help her to get 
dressed, and get her breakfast and get 
together, and then she would go on out and 
go to work. And in the evening she would 
come back and the process was reversed.
That was during the week, then of course 
on Sundays we all got up and went to church 
together, and we'd come back and have the 
big family meal together, and that's the way 
it was. And then on - sometimes on weekends, 
she would have to go out of town to other 
meetings and what not, but when she was in 
town, we were together.

What church did you go to?

She belonged to First Baptist Church, and for 
awhile we all used to go with her. But after 
she died and we moved up with my other grand
mother, there was an Episcopal Church across 
the street, which a little lady around the 
corner used to gather up all the children, 
and we used to call her the Pied Piper, and 
we followed her to Sunday School. And as a 
result, most of the children in the area 
became Episcopalians, through this one woman's 
efforts. Now my other grandmother was 
Methodist. They belonged to Third Street 
Methodist Church and occasionally I would go 
with her, but we seemed to have spent most of 
the time over at the Episcopal church.

What street was First Baptist on- Church?

That was down near Ninth Street; somewhere 
down near Ninth and Main, around in there.

Ninth and Main?
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C rawfo rd: 

Jacox:

Crawford: 

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd :

Jacox: 

Crawford:

Jacox: 

C rawford:

C Y e s . )

Was your grandmother very religious, like 
very personally on a daily basis religious, 
or?

I would say so, yes. She seemed to have been 
to me, and of course, she was very active 
with the church, both in her time and 
financial 1y„

Did she— I wanted to ask you about her 
clothes. What sort of - what were her 
favorite colors? What kind of clothes did 
she wear?

Well, she wore mostly the darker colors, maybe 
because of her size, like browns and blues 
and blacks, and occasionally she would have 
a print; black and white print, or brown and 
white print, but mostly they were the darker 
colors.

Did she have any favorite sayings, or favorite 
foods, or favorite—

Well offhand, I can't, remember. I know for 
the holidays we used to have turkey and things 
like that, but I can't say that I know of any 
particular food that she preferred. She 
seemed to just enjoy food, and It was always 
well prepared,you know, by Polly.

Do you know the circumstances of her injury; 
how she earned to be confined to the wheelchair?

Well there have been so many stories. The only 
thing I can remember was that she had some 
sort of-like an open sore on her back that was 
dressed each night by Polly, and each morning. 
And I was under the impression that that was
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the reason she was in the chair. But of 
course, there have been so many other 
stories and 1 don't know which one was 
the authentic one, you know, whether she 
broke her hip, or whether she had cancer, 
or whether she, you know, there has been 
just different things so 1 don't know which 
i s,

Jacox: You have no idea how she came,,,.. How about, 
did she wear leg braces at any time; do you 
remember that?

C rawford: 1 don't remember a brace, 1 just remember the 
wheelcha ir,

Jacox: Now in her diary she refers to a leg brace, 
but 1 don't know whether she wore it around 
the house, or it could have been before you 
were__

Crawford: It could have been before she was confined 
completely, she may have walked around.

Jacox: Do you know what the circumstances of her 
death were?

C rawfo rd: 1 was under the impression that it was cancer 
that had spread from the sore in the back, 
but that's all t remember.

Jacox: Was she very sick, 1 mean was she confined 
to the bed, or was she in the hospital when 
she died, or what?

C rawford: No, it seems like she was confined to the 
house. 1 don't remember the hospital, if she

1 were. As 1 said, by that time 1 had moved up 
with my other grandmother, and if she were 
sick, 1 imagine they sort of kept her to 
herself, you know. 1 don't remember seeing 
her as much just before she died.
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Jacox: Was she - did you have any pets in the 
house, or did she have any?

C rawfo rd: Oh yes, we had a large collie dog that we 
all loyed, and he was there as long as 1 
could remember.

Jacox: What was his name; do you remember?

C rawford: 1 don't know whether they called him Booker 
T.7

Jacox: Booker T.? (Laughter.)

C rawfo rd: 1 think that's what they called him.

Jacox: That's interesting.

C rawfo rd: But he was a beautiful collie dog.

Jacox: Did she know, do you know whether she - 
do you ever remember hearing her talk of 
Booker T. Washington, now that you mentioned 
it?

C rawfo rd: No, not offhand, It was mostly concerning 
the ladies, you know like 1 said, Mrs. 
Bethune, and the nuns, and Mrs. Palmer, and 
people like that* 1 mean the well known 
people, and then the others were people 
connected with the St. Lukes.

Jacox: How about - did she have any - after she

1
was widowed, did she have any male companion 
ship? Your brother says he remembers a 
Colonel Knickerbocker visiting her pretty 
often, but did you remember him, or anyone 
el se?
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Crawford: No 1 don't, but that could have been after 
1 had moved out; 1 don't really remember. 
Now you must remember, there were a lot of 
men connected with the St. Lukes, with the 
printing shop and things like that. Now 
they were in and out, but 1 wouldn't say 
that it was anything outside of business, 
and Knickerbocker doesn't even...,,

Jacox: Ring a bell?

C rawford: No. It would register more with Armstead and 
Maggie Laura, 1 think, than with us - those 
type of things.

Jacox: Oh, because they were a little older than 
you?

C rawf o rd : (Yes .)

Jacox: Do you know, did people - if you can remember, 
now you might be a little too young to remember 
this, but did people think, or were they 
surprised that she was so active, and had so 
many leadership roles, and was a female at 
the same time? Did people comment about that, 
or can you remember anything that people used 
to say about her, positive or negative?

C rawford: Well, t remember the people at True Reformers,
1 don't think particularly worked with her.
1 wouldn't say that they hated her, but there 
were other things 1 remember hearing them 
discuss -that they could have helped, especially 
during the Depression. But they seemed to have 
left her alone, and she was able to make it, 
you know, although 1 don't think they gave 
her the help that she thought she should have 
gotten.

Jacox: From the True Reformer's Fraternal?

C rawfo rd: And the other-Planet newspaper.
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Jacox: John Mitchell's newspaper?

C rawfo rd: Yes.

Jacox: Was he critical of her?

C rawfo rd: Yes, 1 would say yes. There was some sort 
of slight friction that 1 can- 1 can't 
remember all of it, you know, but 1 can just 
vaguely remember there wasn't too much love 
lost between them. It seemed to be a com
petitive type of thing. Now whether it was 
between the two newspapers, or—

Jacox: You mean St. Luke Herald and the Planet.

C rawford: (Yes.)

Jacox: How about.the Depression; do you remember— 
what do you remember about how the Depression 
affected your household, and you know, with 
your grandmother, or affected the Order, or 
the Bank, or anything?

C rawfo rd: Well, 1 know there were —  by that time, 1 
was with my other grandmother, and 1 can 
remember the rest of the family coming back, 
because they had lost jobs up North and what 
not, and were moving back with her. Now it 
didn't seem to change too much down at 110 
as far as 1 was concerned. Of course, 1 
wasn't there full-time, you know, then around
'35.

Jacox: Who was the rest of the family you mean?

C rawfo rd: My mother's twin sister and her husband 
and her child were up in Olean, New York and 
they came back to live.

Jacox: With your grandmother?
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Crawford: Grandmother Robinson,

Jacox: But you don't remember anything happening 
with your Grandmother Walker?

C rawfo rd: (No,)

Jacox: Do you remember who her doctor was?

C rawfo rd: 1 think it was Dr, Hughes; he was the 
doctor for most.,,,.

Jacox: Was that William Hughes?

C rawfo rd: (Yes,) he lived around on St. James Street.

Jacox: On St. James Street, Who else did you know 
who lived in the neighborhood? What did you 
think - what was - what did you consider to 
be the neighborhood then?

C rawfo rd: The neighborhood? 1 would say the neighbor
hood ran from, of course in my world, from 
Chamberlayne and Leigh, down through Fourth 
and Leigh mostly, because 1 had relatives 
up and down there in fact, maybe further up, 
1 would say Brook Road. And 1 had a great 
grandmother between Brook Road and Chamber
layne, my mother's mother between Chamber
layne and 110, and of course Grandmom Walker 
at 110. And then 1 had additional cousins 
on my mother's side who lived in the 300 
block of East Leigh, below Price's on the 
other side, so that up and down there 1 
would call the neighborhood.

Jacox: Did people refer back then to the neighbor
hood as Jackson Ward, or was that recent?

C rawfo rd: No, 1 think they referred to it then.
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And of course, we had friends all up and 
down on the side streets; First Street 
and you know Third Street, Fifth Street, 
and all around. As 1 say, they would come 
from all around, because you were confined. 
There was only one high school, 1 think only 
one junior high, and then a couple of 
elementary schools.

Jacox: Oh, that Black people went to?

C rawfo rd: (Yes.)

Jacox: Who else did you know on the block, or who 
else did your grandmother associate with, 
or was friendly with on the block?

C rawford : Oh well, 1 think we knew most of the people 
on the block. It was a very close knit group, 
and next door were the Reids, and they had 
three children. He was a dentist.

Jacox: Which side was that; going towards First 
Street or going towards Second?

C rawfo rd : Going towards First.

Jacox: Right next door.

C rawfo rd: And the other side, going towards Second 
were the Bowlers, and one of the Bowlers 
my aunt married, her first marriage. And 
then 1 think, later the Jacksons bought 
the house and moved in as the Bowlers

«
married and moved out, or passed away. 
And next to the Bowlers were the Paynes; 
there were two girls there - three girls 
there that we played with, and further—

Jacox: That's going towards Second?
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C rawf o r d : That's going towards Second.

Jacox: Were ail the houses residential on that 
block?

C rawfo rd: Yes,

Jacox: Because now, some of them aren't.

C rawfo rd: No, that all changed after we -after 1 
moved away, but they were ail families 
in all of them, 1 don't remember the 
rest of the families. It seems like they 
either were older than we, the people in 
them and what not.

Jacox: How about across the street; do you 
remember anybody there?

C rawford: Well 1 remember the Harrises, and there were 
the Washingtons and Laura.

Celia Jackson: Do you remember what the addresses were?

C rawfo rd: No, I'd have to look at the houses and give 
you the addresses, but there was Margaret, 
Laura and Webster.

Jacox: Webster?

C rawf ord : (Yes,) Armstead would know the last names, 
but they were right on the corner of First 
and Leigh, on the other side.

1
Jacox: Would you say that the people who lived on 

Leigh Street, or lived in the neighborhood 
were the - not wealthier, but tended to
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C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawford:

Jacox:

C rawford:

Jacox:

have more money than the other people, or 
what? How was It as a social class?

Well, Richmond was a peculiar place you 
know. They didn't have any one particular 
section I don't - at that time for the 
upper middle-class I'd put it, because you 
had a smattering of everybody In the block. 
I know one of my c1osest friends across the 
street, they were either porters on the 
train you know, things like that, or jani
tors in one of the big buildings. And as 
I say, with just the one school, you got to 
mingle with everybody and know everybody, 
and I think the standards were set by the 
parents, regardless of income. I don't 
think that played an important factor at 
all, because up and down Leigh, we played 
with the children whose parents' standards 
equalled ours as far as decorum, behavior 
and what not. So we were mixed with just 
about all types of children.

I was just trying to get an idea of whether—

But there was mostly middle-class living in 
on Leigh.

I was trying to get an idea, whether different 
blocks, or whether poor people and middle- 
class people tended to live on the same block, 
or whether they lived on separate blocks, or 
whether they lived further west or further 
east, or on the numbered streets?

Well, I would say it was a mixture, a mixture 
around on the side streets.

I asked you before about - you were telling 
me before about Mary Bethune. You said she 
was a visitor. Do you remember hearing - 
either seeing these other people I'm going
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C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd :

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd: 

Jacox: 

C rawford: 

Jacox: 

C rawford:

to mention, or hearing your grandmother 
speak of them? There was a Janie Porter 
Barrett; she worked at the Virginia Indus
trial School for Girls in Peakes, Virginia,

Oh yes, PeakesI I didn't remember her name, 
but I remember we used to take drives up 
there when she would go up there on business. 
Yes.

What did you do there, I mean what was the 
school—

Well, It was just an industrial school for 
girls, and I don't say they were delinquent 
girls; I think they were girls that maybe 
needed day care if one member of the family had 
died and say if the father couldn't keep her, 
thi ngs 1i ke that.

How old were the girls?

I think they were mostly junior and high 
school girls; they were older, as I 
remember.

How about W.E.B. Du Bois?

Yes, I remember.

Him visiting?

(Yes.)

What was he 1i ke?

I don't remember too much about him, you 
know, just being introduced and maybe you



39

were dressed to greet them, or you had 
dinner with them or something, but 1 don't 
remember too much about him as a person.

Jacox: How about Booker T, Washington?

C rawfo rd: 1 don't remember him coming at the time that 
1 was there; he probably did.

Jacox: Did you hear her talk about him.

Crawford : Yes, she would talk about all of them.

Jacox: Do you remember her saying anything in 
particular about Booker T. Washington, or 
W.E.B. Du Bpis?

C rawford: Well, they all seemed to have a thing about 
getting schools together for Blacks, and 1 
just remember her discussing the various 
school and the good points and ail about 
them, but mostly it was financial. They 
were coming for loans or something like that; 
1 know Bethune was.

Jacox: Oh, from the Order?

Crawford : (Yes.)

Jacox: How about Mary Church Terrell?

C rawford : 1 think she worked with her up here through 
the National Negro Council, up here.

Jacox: Of Colored Women?

C rawfo rd: Yes, there were quite a few that she worked 
with up here through that organization.
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Jacox: Did you ever see her in your grandmother's 
house, or hear your grandmother mention 
her?

C rawfo rd: Offhand no, but 1 saw her when 1 came to 
college, and they were demonstrating and 
all.

Jacox: Who was demonstrating?

C rawford: Well you know, she was the one that demon
strated against the stores here that refused 
to let the Colored in to try on hats or 
clothes or what have you, and some of the 
students from Howard University walked with 
her. That was the first I'd ever heard of 
her, you know, sort of a demonstration, I'll 
say.

Jacox: So that was long after your grandmother had 
died?

C rawford: Oh yes; 1 was in college then.

Jacox: How about Paul Dunbar?

C rawford: 1 don't remember him. 1 knew she had books 
and poems, and we used to learn them and 
recite them and all. She had pictures, but 
1 can't remember him being there. He probably 
was because most of the people that she had 
pictures in the library of, were visitors 
and they were given to her as a special 
token, or something.

Jacox: How about Langston Hughes?

9

C rawfo rd: 1 don't remember any of those coming, but 
again 1 remember,you know, hearing them talk
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of him. And then Aunt Hattie had a brother 
in New York that 1 think knew him, and he 
probably came down, you know, and visited.

Jacox: What kind of - what was her spirits like, 
your grandmother's spirits like? Was she 
happy all the time? Do you think she was 
sad, or upset by being confined, or whether 
she was lonely, or not, or?

C rawfo rd: Well, she didn't give me that impression; 
she always had an effervescent attitude 
about her that 1 can remember. And of 
course, she as 1 said, was a very dynamic 
person, and she would have all of these 
speaking engagements, and of course, when 
she spoke she was Just fantastic and held 
everyone spellbound. So no, 1 wouldn't say 
she was lonely, because she had so many 
organizations and things that she was into. 
1 think at times she overdid, you know, and 
could have used more rest.

Jacox: Did she go on vacations; did she travel herself, 
do you remember anyplace?

Crawford: Yes, well 1 know that she and Alfonso and 
Polly used to every year, take off maybe to 
Atlantic City, or someplace where she could 
just get away for awhile. She didn't stay 
too long, but she would take breaks and 
go various places, and other times she would 
take us as a group, the whole menagerie.

Jacox: Could you all fit in that car?

C rawfo r d : No. My father had a car and he would drive 
with us, you know. Most of the grandchildren 
could—  1 think she had it arranged so that, 
you know, when she went out, we could fit in

4 there with her, and then maybe one other 
parent up front with him, or Polly up front 
with Alfonso.
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Jacox: 

C rawfo rd:

Jacox: 

C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd:

Oh, she sat In the back?

(Yes), to the back, and then she had the 
jump stools and two seats which would seat 
u s .

You were saying something before about her 
public speaking, and that she was such a 
dynamic and spellbinding speaker. Do you 
remember any of the things she used to 
speak about, any of the topics of her 
speeches?

No. Most of them were - I don't remember 
the exact topics, but the content was always 
encouraging you, you know, to hold your head 
high and walk with dignity, and you could 
accomplish anything you wanted to accomplish, 
that type of thing. And most of them were 
during the St. Lukes, you know, meetings.
She used to have parades up and down the 
street.

Is that the St. Lukes that used to have the 
pa rades?

The St. Lukes used to have these parades, 
once or twice a year where she would feature 
the children - Juvenile Order, and the kids 
would - she bought the children the band 
uniforms, and the instruments and they 
would parade around, all of the children.
And then I remember one time she had like - 
all the kids had decorated - the girls 
decorated their baby carriages and dressed 
up the dolls, and then she gave prizes for 
those - different gimmicks to keep them 
interested. And I can remember that at one 
time there was a picture with me with the 
doll and the carriage, and what-not. And 
then the boys would dress up their bikes, 
and things like that. But there was always 
a parade at least once a year,
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Jacox: Was it down Leigh Street?

C rawfo rd ; (Yes .)

Jacox: Did the aduits wear uniforms also?

C rawfo rd: (Yes .)

Jacox: Oh, what kind of uniforms did they wear?

C rawfo rd: It seems like they wore white uniforms with 
a blue ribbon down the front, white gloves, 
or something like that»

Jacox: That was for the women?

C rawford: Yes.

Jacox: How about the men?

C rawfo rd: 1 think they had black suits with white on 
their heads, or something.

[END OF TAPE TWO]



Jacox: 

C rawfo rd:

Jacox:

C rawford: 

Jacox:

C rawfo rd: 

Jacox:

[TAPE THREE]

I was asking you about your grandfather. 
You said you don't remember anything about 
the circumstances of his death, I just 
read, you know, the biographies and stuff, 
but you don't remember it yourself?

No, none of it because I don't think I was 
totally aware of it until I read it in the 
the biographies too, I mean all of the 
details, I know that, you know, he was 
killed and there was the big trial, and 
that the lawyers continued to almost clean - 
she lost so much trying to save him, but 
that was all I remember.

Oh, in terms of the financial strain that 
was on?

(Yes.)

The other thing I was going to ask you about 
is a person that comes up sometimes, is 
Eccles Cuthbert, and sometimes I see him 
mentioned as your grandmother's father, and 
he is said to be an abolitionist writer. He 
was white, from the North, and apparently 
knew Mrs. Van Lew, who your great grandmother 
would have lived in her-lived and worked in 
her mansion. Do you know anything about him 
at all?

Nothing about him. I remember, you know, the 
name-Van Lews. When we would look at the 
pictures on the wall, Grandmom Mitchell's 
picture was up there, and all that would come 
up in the discussion, but not his name, just 
the Van Lew's name.

So there was never any mention of who her 
father was, or who your grandmother's father 
was, or his family, or anything like that?
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C rawford: No, they,didn't usually discuss too many of 
those things in those days like they do now, 
you know.

Jacox: I'm sure.

C rawfo rd : 1 didn't know too much except that she did 
work for the Van Lews. That was all we knew - 
1 knew.

Jacox: How about the exterior of the house, was it- 
how did the house look, was it painted, or 
was it plain brick, or what; can you remember 
that?

C rawfo rd: Well, the columns were painted, and behind the 
columns was brick as you go in the door, and 
of course, all the rest of the woodwork -the 
sunporch upstairs-was painted.

Jacox: What color was that; can you remember?

C rawford: 1 think it's always been sort of a yellow, a 
bright sunny color, or cream, or what have 
you.

Jacox: How about the brick, was it painted a certain 
color or was it left—

C rawford: 1 thought it was natural, 1 don't know, It 
could have - they may have gone over it later 
in red paint, but 1 always thought it was 
natural brick.

Jacox: How about the interior of the house; can you 
remember any particular color scheme, or what

< color things were in certain rooms like cur
tains, and carpeting and rugs, and that sort 
of thing?
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C rawfo rd: Well in the front parlor 1 remember, 1 think 
it was an oriental rug, and the paper had 
large flowers in it when 1 was there, like 
a red with a large white flower, and then, 1 
think, it was changed later, maybe twice, 1 
know once when Maggie Laura got married,
Aunt Hattie had it redone over. And the 
dining room,seems like that was a sort of a 
green flowered type of - with small green - 
with small flowers which made it a little 
dark with the dark furniture.

Jacox: Has all the wallpaper been redone since your 
grandmother's death?

C rawfo rd: 1 think it has.

Jacox: So what's there now is probably not original?

C rawfo rd: (No.)

Jacox: Can you remember what other kinds of changes 
were done in the house after your grandmother 
died?

C rawfo rd : Well not too many, not too — she didn't do 
too much except go through and sort of clean 
up and brighten up when Maggie Laura married, 
and most of it was wallpaper in the the three 
rooms on the first floor, and painting and 
whatnot. But 1 don't think any of the furnish 
ings and whatnot that she changed at all.

Jacox: Did she always intend to try to keep the 
house, Hattie always try to keep the house?

C rawfo rd :1 She always, as long as 1 could remember, 
talked about keeping it as a museum.
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Jacox: 

C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawf o rd :

Jacox:

C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawford:

Oh, for your grandmother?

Because even certain things,you know, I 
would admire and what not, and she would 
always say: "Oh no, this has to stay."
And one was that huge vase that was in the 
front room, and she'd say: "Oh no, we have 
to keep all the things intact, because I 
want to make it a museum to Miss Maggie," 
she used to call her, and I used to wonder.

And now? (Laughter)

I'd never thought I'd see it happen, but 
she - it was really her dream. (Laughter.)

Who lived in the house after your grandmother 
who, after your grandmother died?

Well just Polly, Maggie Laura and Aunt Hattie 
1? ved there.

And then what happened?

Well then Polly - Maggie Laura of course 
married, went away to college, married. And 
then I think she always thought Maggie Laura 
would come back and practice in Richmond. 
Well, that didn't happen; she married the 
fellow from Chicago, and they both practiced 
there. And for some unknown reason, she held 
onto the house first, hoping she was coming 
back to practice, and then she seemed to 
think that she'd like to see it as a monument 
to Miss Maggie and she - the two of them 
stayed there.

Polly and?

(Yes ), and Hattie, and this other one, 
Marietta Johnson; the one I told you that
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C rawfo rd: 

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd:

Jacox:

worked at the St. Lukes, who is deceased 
now, She used to come by everyday and 
spend time with them; so three of them 
real 1y were there.

How did - who was the house left to after 
your grandmother died; was it left to all 
of you as a group, or?

No, I think it was left to my father.

M e l v i n ?

Yes, and at that time, as I said, my mother 
and father had separated, and she could't- 
there was no way in the world after he died 
that she could maintain any house of that 
size. So I think when it came to the will, 
Aunt Hattie thought that the three of us 
received more than her one. I don't remember 
all of the details of that, and somehow they 
got together, and she agreed to pay off the 
mortgage, and Mother more or less turned it 
over to her since there was nothing she could 
do with it, and Aunt Hattie really wanted it, 
And then there were other legalities concern
ing the will that I don't remember either all 
the details about that, but it was carried 
back into court to get, I think, more for 
Maggie Laura, which left hard feelings, 
between the adults anyway. So that's all I, 
you know, really remember about that.

No, I was wondering how was it that your 
Aunt Hattie came to live there over the years.

Now, after your Aunt Hattie moved to Chicago, 
nobody in the family lived in the house; is 
that correct?

No. She got a sort of a caretaker or some
thing, Reverend Jackson or something, who

C rawfo rd:
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came in to look after the house, 1 think 
she always felt she just went out and 
would be back eventually. It was hard to 
tell what was going through her mind, 
really, but she just seemed to have a 
desire to cling to the house, or hold 
onto the house. Because we - before she 
left 1 begged her to get, you know, an 
appraisal of everything in there before 
she left, and at that time my daughter was 
an English major, and 1 told her she could 
come down and do the library for her. At 
least she would know, you know, have an 
idea of all the books and things that were 
there, because we always felt that maybe 
they would go to Virginia Union. We knew 
they were valuable. And the rest of the 
things, we just thought would be divided 
among the children. But 1 did worry when 
she left that,you know, knowing that it was 
just open, somebody would get in and, you 
know, vandalize mostly. It was in a section 
that had deteriorated by then.

Jacox: How long did Reverend Jackson stay there?

C rawfo rd: 1 would say he was there a good five,or six 
years.

Jacox: And that was from what year?

C rawford: 1 don't remember offhand. 1 imagine it was, 
I would say around '69 through '7^.

Jacox: And then who came in; do you remember?

Crawford: No, 1 think the Historical Foundation started

Jacox: The Maggie L. Walker Historical Foundation?

C rawfo rd: (Yes«) Now when they started, 1 don't know, 
because they never contacted any of us about 
the Foundation, but they got together, and 1 
then think they decided they would carry on
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Jacox:

and preserve the house. And 1 think after 
Mr«, Jackson got sick or something, they 
got a caretaker to come in, and oversee 
everyth i ng.

M m  going to ask you about some of the - 
some of the buildings. i have pictures of 
some of the buildings that are along the 
street, and see whether you can remember 
what they were used for, or who lived there, 
or what.

Now this is on Second Street.
4

C rawfo rd: Yes, Second and Leigh. Well now all of this 
has been torn off the front, because it was 
the Victorian style with the wrought iron 
gratlng.

Jacox: Oh, you mean there was a porch here?

C rawfo rd : Yes, with the wrought iron. All of them 
mostly had wrought iron all over the front 
rails and whatnot, and across the top, but 
all of this has been torn down and remodeled 
into storefronts.

Jacox: Do you remember about what years that 
happened?

C rawford: 1 would say it happened in the, 1 would say 
in the 1501s.

Jacox: About 1950's or so. So no time during the 
time your grandmother was living there?

Crawford: No, 1 don't remember any changes. There was 
one store across the street on the corner.
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That's the only - and i think a real estate 
next to the store somewhere in there, some
body who had real estate.

Jacox: You mean across on Leigh Street?

C rawfo rd : Second and Leigh, on the other side from this

Jacox: From the house?

C rawfo rd: (Yes-) There was a store called Tony's and 
that's been there as long as 1 can remember, 
and that was the only__

Jacox: Commercial development?

C rawfo rd : Commercial development in that block.

Jacox: How about - here's some other pictures. 
These are along—

Celia Jackson : That's on Second Street.

Jacox: Along Second Street.

Celia Jackson : That's the (inaudible.)

C rawford: Well see, all of that has been changed, all 
of this has been torn down, and the steps 
added.

Celia Jackson :
«

Like during Maggie Walker's time then, were 
these steps there or not?

C rawfo rd: No.
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Celia Jackson: They were not, they were added at a later 
period?

C rawfo rd: Yes.

Jacox: And this was a house at that time?

C rawfo rd : Yes. 1 don't know whether Dr. Davis lived 
there or not, 1 think he did and had his 
office there.

Jacox: Right at the corner?

C rawford: Yes.

Jacox: That wasn't your grandmother's doctor though; 
your grandmother's was, did you say, Dr. 
Hughes?

C rawfo rd : 1 think Hughes was her doctor. 1 don't 
think Dr. Davis was her doctor; he was 
younger.

Jacox: How about Mr. Price; where was his office 
at, his you know, funeral home?

C rawfo rd: Well, he was in the next block.

Jacox: Of Leigh Street?

C rawfo rd : Between Second and Third, right next to the 
service station. And he had those buildings 
all in there, and he had a huge building 
next to his home that 1 understand they are 
not using now. They use their home as their 
funeral parlor.

Jacox: Was he and your— . What was his name, Mr. 
A. D. Price?
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C rawfo rd : A. D„, they used to cal] him A, D. Price,

Jacox: Now was he and your grandmother very 
friendly?

C rawfo rd: Oh yes, most of the people in the area 
were very close.

Jacox: Was he the one who took care of, usually, 
your family's burial needs?

C rawfo rd: Yes o

Jacox: Because 1 remember reading that Mr, Price 
was called when your grandfather died.

Crawford: Yes* There were - at that time the two 
largest ones were W. 1, Johnson, who was 
right down the street from my other grand
mother, and then A„ D. Price, down the 
street from Grandmom Walker. But 1 think 
she was closer to them, the Prices'.

Jacox: Tell me about the furniture. Do you know 
whether your grandmother did all of the 
furniture shopping herself, or whether she 
had someone else -whether Polly made the 
decisions about the furniture? Or do you 
remember her patronizing any particular 
dealers, furniture dealers, or stores or 
that sort of thing?

C rawford : Oh, 1 think most of the furniture was there 
by the time 1 came along, but 1 would imagine 
the dealers, she dealt directly with the 
dealers, and they would—

Jacox: Do you know who any of them might have been?
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C rawford: No, There were a couple of large stores 
there; now whether she got them there 
in Richmond, or out of town, 1 don't know,

Jacox: Did you have any china or silver? 1 don't 
think there was any in the house when we, 
when it was turned over, and 1 was wonder- 
i ng,

C rawfo rd : China or silver?

Jacox: Was there silverware?

C rawfo rd: Oh yes, there was a whole cabinet, there 
were two cabinets, one with nothing but cut 
glass and one with silver.

Jackson: Yes, It was In those pictures.

Jacox: Oh, I'm so rry,

C rawfo rd : 1 remember that; there was a lot of silver,

Jacox: 1 was going to ask about the patterns, and 
about the__

C rawfo rd: (Looking at photograph). 
This is the one wit h—

Jacox: Yes, you're right.

C rawford: But now they tell me that before you all 
took over, someone broke in and took all 
of the unlocked silver.

Jacox: 1 don't know. 1 couldn't tell you off the 
top myself, but this was taken,these pictures 
were taken when we had the place, so whatever 
you see here__
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C rawfo rd :

Jacox :

C rawford:

Jacox:

C rawfo rd :

Jacox:

C rawfo rd :

Jacox:

C rawfo rd :

Jacox:

Oh well, there was another whole cabinet of 
silver.

But these aren't all of the pictures of the 
house. These were some pictures that we were 
just going to bring you to jog your memory 
about the rooms.

Now, I don't seem to remember this picture. 
That doesn't stick in my mind, but all the 
others - Grandmom Walker, and Maggie Laura, 
and Grandmom Mitchell.

This was something that Armstead said he 
couldn't remember either.

So it may have been something that Aunt 
Hattie put in there.

Well he thought it might have been in the 
front parlor.

That could have been because they had a tend
ency to have those, (pointing to a palntinq on 
the wall), like that came from my other grand
mother, you know. They did have a tendency to 
have these ornate pictures.

Well he thought that because it was in the 
front parlor, and because the kids weren't 
allowed there, and because he couldn't 
remember, it was probably there.

It could have been right over the radiator, 
but it didn't stick.

Were there other prominent people who lived 
in Jackson Ward that you can remember in 
the immediate neighborhood?
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C rawfo rd : Well as 1 said, the Mitchells were there.

Jacox: John Mitchell and his family; where did 
they live, do you remember?

C rawfo rd : Well they were down on Eight Street, near 
Eighth and Leigh.

Jacox: E ighth and Leigh.

C rawfo rd: Part of the family, and of course the Reids 
were next door. He was a dentist.

Jacox: What was his first name; do you remember?

C rawford: Leon.

Jacox: Dr. Leon Reid.

How about the churches; what were the churches 
in the neighborhood? There was First Baptist..

C rawford: Well they had quite a few churches around, 
because they had Fifth Street Baptist, they 
had Ebenezer, which was up beyond Chamber- 
layne, they had St. Philips which was right 
at St. James and Leigh. And they had quite 
a few around -1 don't remember the names of 
them -around by the St. Luke Hall. So there 
were quite a few churches all around there.

Jacox: What other kinds of businesses were in Jackson 
Wa rd?

4 Crawford: Well the Insurance companies, of course the 
Southern Aid, and that was up on the corner 
of Third, 1 think, and Clay.
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Jacox: And Clay.

C rawfo rd: And there was another one, 1 don't know 
whether It was Virginia Mutual or what. 
And then of course, the Afro later was 
there, now whether that was an offshoot 
of the True Reformers paper or not, 1 
don't know. And the True Reformers, of 
course, were right around the corner on 
Second, between Leigh and Jackson. There 
was a building there that used to hold, 
you know.

Jacox: Your grandmother used to work with Southern 
Aid; do you know what she did with them?

C rawfo rd : No, offhand 1 don't, unless she was on the 
Board of Directors or something.

Jacox: Do you think that would have competed with 
the Insurance for the Order of St. Lukes?

C rawfo rd: Well as 1 remember, the St. Lukes started out 
on a smaller scale. Now they may have taken 
over a more adult group with higher benefits, 
but hers was like a penny savings in the 
beginning, and a smaller scale.

Jacox: You mean the insurance, and the amount of 
insurance you would buy would be very small; 
about how much?

C rawford: Maybe the amount of five hundred would have 
been the highest.

Jacox: Like five hundred dollars?

C rawford: Yes. 1 think the Southern Aid probably came 
along later with the higher policies, and 
better policies, and things like that.
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Jacox:

C rawfo rd : 

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd :

Jacox : 

C rawfo rd:

Jacox; 

C rawford:

Jacox: 

C rawfo rd:

Did most of the people who lived In Jackson 
Ward - were most of the people Black there, 
or all of them?

I'd say all of them except the shopkeepers.

You mean the grocery stores?

Yes, and the confectionary across the street 
was run by an Italian,

They were on Leigh Street?

Yes, Second and Leigh, right on the corner. 
Now the other businesses - Eggleston's he 
was the owner of the hotel, and Slaughter's 
had an eating establishment up on Second 
Street that was very popular up and down 
the East Coast. Anytime,you know, they 
travel 1ed they would stay there and eat 
there because of the Hippodrome, the 
theatre directly across the street. And 
when they'd have the shows and things like 
vaudeville shows and things would play there.

Now the Hippodrome; what street was that on?

That was on Second between Leigh and Clay; 
the right hand side going up. I don't know 
whether It's still there or not.

And Eggleston's, you said?

Eggleston's is the one right on the corner. 
It was, I think, originally Slaughter's, 
and Slaughter owned that whole hotel and a 
restaurant diagonally across from the Hippo
drome, where the show people used to stay 
when they came.
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Jacox: Oh, 1 see.

C rawf o rd : With the vaudeville shows, you know, Jimmie 
Lunsford, and what is it? The Shuffling 
Brown something.

Jacox: Did your grandmother go to see those 
type of things?

C rawford : 1 never remember her going to see anything 
like that, except the things that we were 
in as children at, you know, at the Catholic 
School. We took dancing lessons and she 
would attend those recitals, and things like 
that.

Jacox: Can you remember anything about the Order of 
St. Luke; the kind of activities they 
sponsored?

C rawfo rd: Well no; the only thing 1 remember is there 
was this huge room where they had all the 
secretaries and the desks, and we would go 
up there occasionally.

Jacox: You mean the Hall?

C rawfo rd: The Hall up on the second floor, and that 
was the insurance part, and then downstairs 
was the - on the first floor was the printing 
presses and all for the paper. And the only 
activities 1 remember, as 1 told you before, 
were the parades and things they used to 
sponsor every year to encourage membership 
drives and prizes for the person that saved 
the most, and things like that.

Jacox: Did the Order - did the secretaries who 
worked there, did they have to wear special 
clothes?
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C rawford : 1 don't remember special clothing; they may 
have .

Jacox: A lot of the pictures, 1 see them in are 
with white blouses and dark skirts-

C rawford: Now that you mentioned it, 1 believed they 
did.

Jacox: 1 was wondering whether they were required 
to wear that.

C rawfo rd: Well it could have been; as 1 said, she 
was a very meticulous person as far as 
dress was concerned, and everything seemed 
to be regimentated, so it was possible.

Jacox: How did she divide her time between the 
Bank and the Order, because they were 
separate; they became separate institutions.
1 don't know whether you would have remembered 
that as a kid.

C rawfo rd: No 1 don't; i don't remember.

Jacox: Did the Order, do you know, have any initi
ation fees or rituals - and rituals?

C rawford: Oh yes, we had rituals, yes.

Jacox: Were they secret, or?

C rawford:

«

Well yes, as much as, you know, the others are. 
You would - for the juveniles I'll say, we 
had a little ritual we went through when you
joined the council. And you read, and of 
course when you had your meetings, you always 
ended with a certain prayer.
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Jacox: What do you mean, you read?

C rawfo rd: Well they had a little booklet that you 
would read all of these responses to.

Jacox: Do you remember anything that you could 
tel 1 us about?

C rawford: No, except the closing prayer. 1 can't 
remember that, but It's a famous one that 
they say quite a bit: "Watch between 
thee." 1 can't remember it offhand, but 
i know they would always close with that 
particular prayer.

Jacox: Do you know what she did with Hartshorn 
Memorial College? 1 think she was on 
the Board of Directors.

C rawford: Hartshorn? No, probably financially 
donated funds.

Jacox: Did she do that out of her own money, in 
addition to the Order's, or?

C rawfo rd: 1 think a lot of it came from her own funds.

Jacox: How about the Negro Organization Society of 
Virginia; do you know anything about that?

C rawford: No, 1 don't.

Jacox: How about her activities with the NAACP?

1 C rawford: 1 don't remember her, you know, being too 
active with that. She may have been; by that 
time 1 imagine, 1 had left.
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Jacox: Can you remember there being any crises or 
events in Richmond that she was involved 
in, like any things that the public was 
very aware of, and she became involved; 
anything happening?

C rawford: Well, 1 remember during the Depression she 
would, you know, donate food baskets and 
things like that to families that were 
destitute.

Jacox: Was that the Order of St. Luke that would 
organize that sort of thing?

C rawfo rd: (Yes.)

Jacox: Can you remember anything else?

C rawford: No, except that you'd see the family stand
ing there, and those that belonged would take 
the baskets with them. They were food 
baskets.

Jacox: And they would come to the Hall, and the 
families who needed them would pick them 
up there?

C rawford: (Yes.)

Jacox: Okay. How about Governor E. Lee Trinkle, 
your brother mentioned him; do you remember 
anything about him?

C rawford: He doesn't ring a bell with me.

Jacox: What did she do for her leisure time, do 
you know?

C rawfo rd: 1 don't remember her having too much leisure 
time, and that that she did have, she'd spend
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with the family, you know, where we would 
play for her or perform whatever we were 
doing In dancing school, or music school, 
or reciting poems for a play, or something 
like that. Most of it was spent with us.

I think that's about It, unless you can 
think of something that I didn't ask you 
that you want to talk about. If there Is 
anything, you could think of7

No, I think the interview was most thorough, 
and I think you've covered just about all 
the aspects that I can think of, but if any 
additional information you run across and 
may want clarifying, I'll be only too happy 
to.

I think after we listen to the tape, we 
might write you because sometimes its hard 
to sit down and say "Remember right now."
I know how that is.

I think after you get with Maggie Laura, who 
would have—

We are waiting for her response.

Someone will have to intercede. I think she 
would have more information than the rest of 
us, because she was there constantly you know, 
where we were in and out after Daddy died,
and things, I think, would be___ And then
when her mother probably came to live with 
her, sometimes they have a tendency to go 
over some of the things that happened that 
you would probably forget.

Yes, that's t rue.

[END OF TAPE THREE]



Introduction to Interview with
Mrs. Bernetta Young Plummer and Mr. Anthony J. Binga

This interview with Mrs. Bernetta Young Plummer, (1893-1985), and her 
brother Mr. Anthony J. Binga (b. 1912), took place on Friday, March 13, 
1981, at their home in Richmond, Virginia. (Mr. Anthony J. Binga is the 
namesake of his father and grandfather.) Originally, the interview was 
arranged with Mrs. Plummer who, in turn, invited Mr. Binga to participate. 
In addition to the interviewees, Mrs. Celia Jackson Suggs, park ranger at 
the Maggie L. Walker NHS, and Ms. Diann L. Jaccoc, staff historian at the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office of the National Park Service, were present.

Mrs. Plummer and Mr. Binga bring a valuable perspective to our under
standing of Maggie Walker, in part, because they as children and adults 
were members of the Independent Order of St. Luke. In addition, Mr. Binga, 
a retired funeral director, was very active in the Jackson Ward ccmmunity, 
and served on the board of trustees of the Consolidated Bank and Trust 
Company after Maggie Walker's death. They also had the added advantage 
of appreciating the significance of Maggie Walker's activities while she 
was alive because they were older than the other individuals interviewed; 
Mrs. Plummer was forty-one, and Mr. Binga was twenty-three, at the time of 
Maggie Walker's death.

Their primary link with Maggie Walker was through their mother, Mrs. Mary 
Virginia Sweetman Young Binga, (circa 1878-1958). Mrs. Binga was a 
personal friend of Maggie Walker, and worked with her at the Independent 
Order of St. Luke. She was active with the St. Lukes before her marriage 
to her second husband, the Reverend Anthony J. Binga, and after his death, 
she resumed her work with the Order. In addition, Mrs. Binga was active 
in Jackson Ward ccmmunity affairs. From 1927-1929, for example, she 
served on the Negro Welfare Study Caranittee of the Richmond Council of 
Social Agencies that produced a major study on social conditions of Blacks 
in Richmond. Although their father, Reverend Anthony J. Binga, Jr.,
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(1843-1919), was not professionally affiliated with Maggie Walker, he had 
a quite interesting career that his son makes reference to in this 
interview. He was a Canadian-born minister and teacher, with an honorary 
doctorate from Shaw university, and the pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of South Richmond for forty-seven years. He had been active in the Grand 
United Order of True Reformers and was vice-president of the Negro 
Development and Exposition Company (NEEC). The NDEC was organized in 
1903 in preparation for the Janestown Exposition of 1907, which was a 
celebration of the third centennial of the settling of Jamestown. The 
NDEC sponsored a Negro Exhibit that was designed to illustrate the 
acheivement of Black Mericans from 1607 to 1907.^

A wide range of topics are covered in this interview, but the two subjects 
receiving the most detailed discussion are the professional life of Maggie 
Walker, and the activities and internal workings of the Independent Order 
of St. Duke while Maggie Walker was still alive. They discussed the 
personal motivations and goals of Maggie Walker, and what they saw as her 
major asset. Although men were active on every level of the fraternal 
order and bank, Maggie Walker's primary interest was in improving the 
conditions of Black women. Both Mrs. Plummer and Mr. Binga saw her 
special talent as her ability to attract like-minded Black women to the 
Order, and to encourage and promote their leadership abilities for the 
mutual benefit of the Order and the individual. * 11

1A  short biographical sketch of both the Reverend Anthony V. Binga, 
and his wife, Mary Virginia Sweetman Young Binga, can be found in Nancy Jo 
Taylor, "Heritage of Black Richmond," The Richmond Afro-American, February
11, 1984 p. 6. See Negro Welfare Survey Committee, The' fegro in Richmond, 
Virginia (Richmond, VAs Richmond Council of Social Agencies, W 2 9 ) for 
Mrs. Binga's participation in this community study. A discussion of the 
significance of the 1907 exhibit can be found in Lucy Brown Franklin, "The 
Negro Exhibition of the Jamestown Ter-Centennial Exposition of 1907,"
Negro History Bulletin, Vol. 38: 5 (June/July, 1975), 408-414.
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Mrs. Plummer and Mr. Binga both joined the Independent Order of St. Luke 
as children, and continued their membership as adults. They convey in the 
interview the excitement that they felt as children participating in the 
Order's activities. They also describe the Order's rituals, regalia, 
meetings, fee system, hierarchy, insurance and sick benefit system, as 
well as two of its commercial enterprises, the St. Luke Emporium and the 
St. Luke Herald. Mr. Binga also discusses the importance of the 
development of the Legal Reserve System for the Order's insurance 
operations. They both offer important insights on the social dimensions 
of the Order; why, for example, fraternal participation was such an 
important part of Black Richmond social life, after the major feature of 
the Order - life insurance - became increasingly available to Blacks 
through private Black insurance companies.

They offer as well, a larger view of the larger Jackson Ward ccmmunity 
that Maggie Walker lived in including information about many of Maggie 
Walker's East Leigh Street neighbors, who themselves were involved in 
important educational and civil rights activities; an overview of race 
relations during the time; how the various leaders and fraternal orders 
interacted; as well as physical descriptions of the Jackson Ward community.

They also discuss Maggie Walker's personal life at the house. As 
children, Mr. Binga and Mrs. Plummer were frequent visitors to the Maggie L. 
Walker house, and on occasion were kept by Polly Anderson Payne and 
Alfonso Robinson at the Walker home when their mother and Maggie Walker 
worked or traveled out of town together. As a child, Mrs. Plummer would 
accompany her mother, along with a coterie of other wcmen, vho would gather 
at Maggie Walker's home for refreshments and discussions after church 
services. And as a young woman of nineteen, she served as a bridesmaid at 
the 1912 wedding of Russell Eccles Talmadge Walker to Hattie Naomi 
Frazier, that took place at Maggie Walker's home. From their contact with 
the family, they are able to discuss the Walker household, and the 
personalities of the individual family members. And they, like several of 
the other interviewees, describe Maggie Walker as a very capable and
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dynamic public speaker. They offer, as well, descriptions of the house's 
early appearance, alterations and furnishings.

One interesting aside made by Mrs. Plummer related to her move to New 
York City as a young woman bo attend Columbia University. She discusses 
the people that she met in Harlem, most notably Madame C.J. Walker, a 
Black businesswoman and philantrophist who contributed to a number of the 
institutions that Maggie Walker was affiliated with, although it is not 
clear whether or not she and Maggie Walker were personally acquainted.

Access to Interview

At the beginning of this project it was our intention to record the 
interviews for our immediate research needs; we had no specific plans to 
reproduce the tape recordings or transcripts for the general public. Our 
goal was to provide the historians, architects, and interpreters directly 
involved in the restoration and interpretation of the site, and the 
preparation of the historical studies with background materials on Maggie 
Walker. Following the interview I discussed with Mrs. Plummer and 
Mr. Binga the possibility of transferring the literary rights of the 
interview to the National Park Service, and Mrs. Plummer signed a release 
form. Once I listened to the tape recordings and read the draft 
transcripts of this interview and the others, I felt that our original 
plans for the project had been unnecessarily restrictive. I also felt 
that I had not sufficiently explained to Mrs. Plummer and Mr. Binga the 
details of transferring the literary rights to the National Bark Service. 
Later I mailed both Mrs. Plummer and Mr. Binga cassette tapes of the inter
view, and explained to them that we would like to allow the general public 
to have access to both the transcript and tape recording. Mrs. Plummer 
completed a new release release form, and Mr. Binga signed one for the 
first time.
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Mrs. Plummer and Mr. Binga both agreed to allow the general public to 
have unrestricted access to the transcript and tape recording of their 
interview.

Editing and Punctuation:

This text represents the entire recorded interview. Standard punctuation 
was used except in the following cases:

"— ." This generally appears in the middle of a paragraph, and usually 
indicates that the speaker changed the subject without completing the 
previous thought or sentence. When this abrupt shift in subject was too 
confusing to be included in the same sentence, I ended the uncompleted 
thought with a "— ." Sometimes the shift in subject was due to a false 
start, or because the question or statement was rephrased, or sometimes 
because the speaker simply changed his or her mind.

".... " Usually appearing at the end of a statement, five dots indicate
that the speaker's voice had trailed off before a thought or statement was 
completed, followed by a long pause.

"— " This generally appears at the end of a statement, and indicates 
an uncompleted statement or question, usually because one speaker was 
interrupted by another, or several people were speaking at once.

"(Yes)" and "(No)" indicates that the affirmative or negative response 
was indicated by a body gesture, or by colloquial expressions such as 
"un-huh," "nah" or the like.
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ANNOTATIONS 

p. 4.

pp. 21-22.

p. 38.

p. 48. 

p. 54. 

p. 56.

p. 56.

p. 84.

p. 92.

TO BINGA-PLUMMER TRANSCRIPT

During the interview, Mrs. Plummer either read fran or 
referred bo written notes that she prepared to refresh her 
memory.

Mrs. Plummer is referring here to some of the rituals that 
were practiced in the Council and Circle meetings of the 
Independent Order of Saint Luke. This discussion is made 
clearer by consulting the Order's ritual book, William M.
T. Ebrrester, Ritual of the Independent Order of Saint Luke 
containing Form "for "Opening, ¿losing, 'initiation, 
Constituting and (Itonsecration of Subordinate douncils, 
(Richmond, VA: Richmond Dispatch Printing House), 18^7.

Mr. Binga's reference to "a heavy velvet thing with 
embroidery and tassels" refers to the banners that were 
carried by representatives of the individual Councils 
during the Order's parades.

Maggie Walker attended the 1933 inauguration of President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Maggie Walker's two sons were Russell Eccles Talmadge and 
Melvin Dewitt; Armstead Walker was her husband.

Armstead and Maggie Walker purchased their 110 East Leigh 
Street home from Dr. Robert Emmett Jones and his wife, Mrs. 
Daisy Jones, in 1904. Mr. Madison Jones is the son of 
Robert and Daisy Jones.

Wendell P. Dabney was the author of the biography: Maggie 
L. Walker and the Independent Order of Saint Luke: The 
Woman ancT Her Work, (Cincinnati, 6H: The Dabney Publishing 
Company), 1*927.

Dr. Carter Woodson (1875-1950) founded the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History, now known as the 
Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and 
History (ASALH), in 1915, and began publishing the Journal 
of Negro History in 1916. Er. J. Rupert Picott serves as 
tEe executive director of the ASALH.

The True Reformer's Bank did not merge with the Saint Luke 
Penny Savings Bank; the True Reformer's bank failed in 
1911. The Saint Luke Bank and Trust Company merged in 1930 
with the Second Street Bank of Richmond to become the 
Consolidated Bank and Trust Company. In 1931, the 
Consolidated Bank merged with the Commercial Bank and Trust 
Company of Richmond, Virginia, but retained its name as the 
Consolidated Bank and Trust Company.
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ANNOTATIONS TO BINGA-PLUMMER TRANSCRIPT, CONTINUED

p. 92. Governor E. Lee Ttinkle's Democratic term spanned the years 
1922-1926.

p. 105. Madame C. J. Walker, (Sarah Breedlove McWilliams Walker, 
1869-1919) was a Harlem businesswoman who became a 
millionaire by specializing in cosmetics and hair 
preparation products for Black women. She was at the 
center of Harlem social life, and was a generous benefactor 
of Black institutions including the NAACP, Palmer Memorial 
Institute, and the Bethune-Cookman College. Madame C.J. 
Walker's daughter, Mrs. A'Lelia Walker Robinson Wilson 
Kennedy, that Mrs. Bemetta Young Plummer refers to here, 
sponsored a Harlem salon where Black writers and intellec- 
uals met white writers, publishers and literary critics, 
and was an important part of the 1920's Harlem Renaissance 
story. Maggie Walker was active in the NAACP, a board 
member of Palmer Memorial Institute, and a personal friend 
of both Mary McLeod Bethune and Charlotte Hawkins Brown, 
founders of Bethune-Cookman College and Palmer Memorial 
Institute respectively. Although Maggie Wallker and Madame 
C.J Walker were not related, and it is not known whether 
they were personally acquainted, Maggie Walker undoubtedly 
knew of Madame Walker's national reputation. In addition, 
they shared a personal friendship with Charlotte Hawkins 
Brown.

7



INDEX TO BINGA - PLUMMER TRANSCRIPT: NAMES

Angel, Mr.: p. 33.

Bankett, Lillian: pp. 62-63.
Barrett, Janie Porter: pp. 45-47.
Bazley, Lillian: pp. 17-18, 62-63.
Bethune, Mary McLeod: pp. 45-46.
Binga, Anthony J. (interviewee): pp. 2-4, 11, 15, 18-19, 23,

27, 29, 48, 57-58, 61,
66, 70-71, 103-104, 
106-109.

Binga, Reverend Dr. Anthony J.: pp. 3-4, 10-11, 29, 61, 66,
73, 106, 108.

Binga, Mary Virginia Sweetman Young: pp. 3-6, 7-8, 10-12, 18,
42-43, 45, 47-48, 50, 
59-63, 65-67, 69, 74- 
76, 106-108.

Binga-Young-Plummer Family: pp. 3-4, 6, 7-8, 29, 60-61, 66-67,
74-76, 106-109.

Boas, Franz: p. 105.
Bowler, Antoinette: pp. 83-84.
Bowler, Reverend J. Andrew (John Andrew): pp. 83-84, 85-86. 
Bowles, Mr.: pp. 40-42.
Browne, "Old Man": pp. 15, 101.
Burke, Burnett C.: pp. 14-15, 68.
Burke, Mariah E.: p. 68.
Burroughs, Nannie Helen: pp. 46-47.

Carter, Mary & Jess: p. 48.
Cogbill, John: p. 24.
Collins, "Old Man": pp. 17-18.
Crawford, Mamie Evelyn Walker: pp. 8, 11, 54, 58, 104.

Dabney, Wendell: pp. 56-57.
Dawson, Martha: p. 25.
Desmond, Dr.: pp. 104-105.

Forrester, W.M.T.: p. 12.

Garvey,; Marcus: p. 44.
Guild, June: p. 108.
Glasgow Family: p. 89.
Gould, Reverend: p. 33.
Griffin, Mary: p. 74.

Hayes, C.P.: pp. 30.
Hayes, George Chalmers: p. 13.
Hayes, James H.: p. 13.
Hewin, Attorney J.T. (J. Thomas): p. 71.
Hill, Oliver: pp. 85, 86.

8



INDEX TO BINGA - PLUMMER TRANSCRIPT : NAMES

Holmes, Reverend: p. 78.
Hudson, Ella: pp. 96-97.
Hughes, Dr.: pp. 31, 32.
Hurston, Zora Neal: p. 105.

Ives, Patricia: pp. 103-104.

Jackson, Giles Beecher: pp. 73, 91, 103.
Jackson, Reverend: p. 33.
Jefferson, Dr.: p. 102.
Johnson, Ormai ine: pp. 61-63.
Johnson, Margaret R. Mickey: p. 78.
Johnson, W.I.: p. 29.
Johnson, Reverend W.T. (William T. ): pp. 33, 76, 78, 98-99. 
Jones, Reverend Dwight: p. 61.
Jones, Madison: pp. 34, 35.
Jones, Dr. Robert: pp. 34, 35, 52, 56.

Knickerbocker, Colonel George: pp. 78-79.

Lewis, Dr. Maggie Laura Walker: pp. 11, 56, 58, 65, 67, 81. 
Lewis, Reverend Z.D. (Zachariah D.): p. 33.

Martin, Martin A.: pp. 85, 86.
Miller, Conrad: pp. 43, 98.
Mitchell, John (editor, Planet): pp. 15, 40, 79-80, 91.
Moon, Dr.: p. 102.
Morgan, Nannie: pp. 60, 61.

Norrell, Alphonso: pp. 40-42.

Payne, Lillian: pp. 35, 61-63, 65, 71-72, 85-86.
Payne, Maurice: p. 65.
Payne, Polly Anderson: pp. 11, 50, 54, 55, 64-65, 67, 74,

110.
Picott, Rupert: p. 84.
Plummer, Bemetta Young: pp. 1-5, 7-8, 11, 18, 29, 33, 60, 61,

64, 69-71, 74-76, 104-106.
Price, A.D.: pp. 28-30, 93.

Ramsey, Dr.: p. 98.
Reid, Dr. Leon: pp. 40-42, 71, 98.
Rieves, Ella: pp. 96-97.
Robinson, Alfonso: pp. 48, 58.
Robinson, Spx>ttswood: pp. 85, 86.
Roosevelt, President Franklin Delano: p. 48.
Russell, Professor Charles T.: pp. 54, 66-67, 71.

9



INDEX TO BINGA - PLUMMER TRANSCRIPTS: NAMES

Snith, Helen M.: p. 46.
Stokes, Reverend W.H.: p. 33.

Tr inkle, Governor E. Lee: pp. 92-93.

Walker, Armstead (husband of MLW): pp. 55-58.
Walker, Armstead (grandson of MLW): pp. 8, 11, 54, 58, 79. 
Walker, Ethel Robinson: pp. 53, 54-55.
Walker, Hattie Nacmi Frazier: pp. 54-55, 71-73, 76, 80-83, 96. 
Walker, Madame C.J.: p. 105.
WALKER, MAGGIE LENA:

Death: pp. 4-5, 67-68.
Friends and Acquaintances: pp. 5-6, 33, 44-46, 50,

60-67, 74, 78, 79, 
92-93.

Health: pp. 37, 48-50, 59, 65, 67-68.
ideas and Philosophy: pp. 4, 12-15, 28, 43-45, 71-73,

81.
Neighbors: pp. 27, 30, 35, 60-61, 74, 83-90, 93-95, 

97-102.
Personal Life: pp. 1, 4-6, 11-12, 49-50, 53-55, 56-59,,

60, 61-63, 65-68, 71-73, 74, 78-79, 
81-83, 97, 101-102.

Professional Life: pp. 5-8, 10-15, 17, 33-34, 37, 40,
42-49, 58, 61-63, 69-73, 78,
81, 91-93.

Public Speaking: pp. 58, 69-70.
Travels: pp. 7, 11, 48, 69-70.
Weddings: pp. 76, 80-81.

Walker, Melvin Ibewitt: p. 11, 53-55.
Walker, Russell Eccles Talmadge: pp. 7-8, 11, 54-55, 56-58,

72-73, 74-76, 80-82.
Walker Family, Extended: pp. 1, 7-8, 11, 53-57, 58-59, 64-65,

72-73, 74-75, 76, 82-83.
Waller, Ella: pp. 61, 63-64, 66.
Washington, Booker T.: p. 44.
Watson, Rosa: pp. 61-63.
West, James O.: pp. 40-42.
Woodson, Carter: p. 84.
Wright, Joe: pp. 92-93.

10



INDEX TO BINGA-PLUMMER TRANSCRIPT: SUBJECTS

Afro; pp. 41, 83.
AlpaPhi Alpha College Fraternity: p. 27.
Armstrong High School: p. 99.
Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History: 

p. 84.

Bethlehem Center: pp. 108-109.
Big Fifty Social Club, Richmond, Va.: p. 83.
Biracial Commission, Richmond, Va.: p. 107.
Blacks, Richmond and Collectively: pp. 9-10, 12-13, 14-15,

19-20, 24, 27-28, 30- 
31, 40-41, 42-46, 58, 
65-67, 77-78, 91-93, 
99-100.

Black Women: pp. 6-7, 12-15, 28, 42-44, 45-47, 50, 58, 62-63,
71-73.

Churches: pp. 7, 12, 14, 33, 77-78, 97, 100, 108.
Civil Rights Movement: pp. 31, 40-41, 88, 99-100.
Columbia University, New York City: pp. 104-106.
Consolidated Bank and Trust Campary:

see Saint Luke Penny Savings Bank

Federated Women's Club:, pp. 45-46.
First African Baptist Church: pp. 12, 74, 76-78, 94, 97.
First Baptist Church of South Richmond: pp. 61, 77.
FRATERNAL CRDERS:

pp. 8-10, 15-16, 19-20, 22, 27-28, 39-41, 70-71, 
89-91.

Knights of Pythias: pp. 8-9, 15, 19-20, 22, 40. 
Basons: pp. 8-9', 20-21.
National Ideals: pp. 15, 19-20, 101.
True Reformers: pp. 8-9, 22, 89-92, 101.

Frederick tiouglass Home: p. 48.
Funeral Directors: pp. 19, 28-31, 109.

Hampton Institute: pp. 92-93.
Harlan, New York: pp. 104-105.
Hill, Martin, and Robinson Law Offices: pp. 85-88.
Human Relations Commission, Richmond, Va: pp. 107.

JACKSON WARD:
pp. 1, 27-30, 36-39, 40-42, 58, 60-62, 69, 83-91, 93, 

94, 95, 97-104.
Politics: pp. 40-41.
Racial Segregation: pp. 99-100.
Social Classes: pp. 27-28, 30-31, 97-98, 100-101. 

Jamestown '¡tercentennial Exposition, 1907 (Negro Development and 
Exposition Company): p. 73.

11



INDEX TO BINGA - PLUMMER TRANSCRIPT: SUBJECTS

Leigh Street: pp. 83-88, 93, 94, 95, 98-100, 101-102.
LEIGH STREET, 110 East:

pp. 1, 5, 11, 30, 33-34, 35, 55, 74, 89, 98, 101-102. 
Alterations and Additions: pp. 34, 49-50, 52-53, 54, 57,

65.
Events in: pp. 50, 57, 76, 80-81.
^'uniisHTngs: pp. 33-34, 51-52, 59, 80-81, 111.
Quest aneT Visitors: pp. 11, 46, 50, 74.
Identification and Uses of Rooms: pp. 33-34, 49-53, 54,

. 7 4 ^ 7 6 ^ 8 Q _ 8 1 f

110-111.
Leigh Street, 112 East: pp. 83-87.
Leigh Street, 114 East: pp. 35, 83-87.
Leigh Street, 116-118 East: pp. 86-88.

Miller's Shoe Store: pp. 43, 98.

National Council of Colored Women: pp. 45-46.
National Training School for Girls: pp. 46, 47.
Navy Hill: pp. 1, 5, 55-56.
North Second Street, 600 Block: pp. 83-91.

Planet: pp. 40-41.
Presidental Inauguration, Franklin D. Roosevelt: p. 48. 
Princess Ann School District, Virginia: p. 85.
Prince Edward School District, Virginia: p. 109.

Saint Luke Emporium: pp. 13, 42-43.
Saint Luke Hall, 900 St. James Place: pp. 21, 23-24, 34, 36. 
Saint Luke Herald: pp. 24, 35-36.
Saint Luke Penny“Savings Bank:

(Consolidated Bank and Trust Company): pp. 14-15, 43,
45, 68-69,
71, 72, 91-92

Saint Luke, Independent Order of: pp. 1, 6-28, 30-40, 42-45,
47, 55-56, 59, 61-63,
64, 68-73, 81, 82,
90-91.

Initiation Rites and Rituals: pp. 7, 9-10, 21-27. 
Insurance: pp. 7-5, 1^-16, 17-21, 22-23, 28,

31-32, 39, 44-45, 71, 82.
Juvenile Department: pp. 7-8, 15, 18-19, 26,

, 35-38, 64, 68-71, 90-91.
Legal Reserve System: pp. 17-21, 20-21, 44-45, 71. 
Parades: pp. 35-40.
Queen of May: pp. 35, 70, 90-91.
Regalia Department: pp. 24-26, 38.

12



INDEX TO BINGA. - PLUMMER TRANSCRIPT: SUBJECTS

Religion and Churches: pp. 7, 10, 12, 14, 22, 33. 
Social Differences: pp. 27-28, 30-31.

Slaughter's Hotel: p. 101.
Southern Aid Society: pp. 15-16.
Striver's Row, (Harlem, New York City): p. 101.

United Way: p. 108.

Virginia Educational Association: pp. 83-84. 
Virginia Industrial School for Girls: pp. 45-47. 
Virginia Mutual Insurance Company: p. 46. 
Virginia Union Uhiversity: p. 67.
Virginia Teacher's Association: p. 84.

13



/ A A / ^ I E  L WALKER H f l U ^ E .
B A «> I 6  f* L  A ki B

{0/$/rq
6 A *) E /A E H ]■



Interviewees: Mr. Anthony J. Binga, Senior. 
Mrs. Bernetta Young Plummer.

Date: Friday, March 13, 1981.

Place: Richmond, Virginia.

Interviewer: Diann L. Jacox.

Present During Interview: Mr. Anthony J. Binga.
Mrs. Bernetta Young Plummer.
Mrs. Celia Jackson Suggs, Park Ranger - 

Historian, Maggie L. Walker NHS. 
Ms. Diann L. Jacox, Historian, MARO.

Subject: Personal, family and professional life of 
Maggie L. Walker; friends and associates of 
Maggie L. Walker; Maggie L. Walker House; 
Independent Order of St. Luke; Jackson Ward

Length: Approximately 2 1/2 hours.

Auditor and Editor: Diann L. Jacox



1

Jacox:

P1ummer:

Jacox: 

P 1umme r:

Jacox: 

P1ummer:

Jacox:

We appreciate your taking the time to talk 
with us to record this so that we can get 
more information on Mrs, Walker, as well 
as on the Order of St. Luke.

I think I'll start off by briefly explaining 
to you what we are going to use the tape for. 
We 1 re presently restoring Maggie Walker's 
house on Leigh Street, and in connection 
with the restoration, we're trying to find 
out first, details about the house, and about 
the neighborhood that she lived in, Jackson 
Ward. I'm not sure whether you would know 
these kinds of things. You probably know 
something about Jackson Ward, but I'm not 
sure whether you would know the things about 
the house, but I'll ask you, and if you don't 
well, then you just don't.

Well, I guess I do since I was a child in 
the house.

Oh were you! I didn't realize that.

I didn't start as a child in this house. As 
I started out, I told you about the hoyse from 
which they started, you know.

I see what you are saying.

On Navy Hill, on Seventh Street, and we were 
chiIdren.

So the kind of information that we're going 
to be interested in is about the house, 
neighborhood, and about Mrs. Walker; her 
career, what kind of person she was, her 
ideas, and some of the activities which she 
was involved in, the Order of St. Luke.
I'd like to explain to you what we're going 
to use this tape for. We're not going to 
use it for any commercial purposes; the
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P1ummer:

public is not going to hear the tapes. The 
historians, the architects, the people 
involved with the restoration of the house 
are going to listen to the tapes. It's 
also going to be made into a transcript so 
that they can refer back to it as a resource. 
We're probably going to use it to write a 
biography of Maggie Walker also. So, it's 
not like if you are nervous, neither of you 
seem to be nervous, about whether you are 
stuttering, or change your mind about some
thing- you don't have to worry about that.

One of the things that 1' am going to ask you 
to do, and it is up to you, is to donate the 
tape to the National Park Service, because 
once the tape is recorded -well, it's your 
time, it's your memories, the both of you, so 
in many ways it involves you.

That will be all right.

Jacox: So, I'll ask you that, but we'll talk about 
that at the end.

Okay. Let me say a few things on the tape. 
Today is Friday, March 13, 1981, and we are 
interviewing two individuals today, Mrs. 
Bernetta Plummer, and her brother Mr. Anthony 
J. Binga, Senior. We are at Mrs. Plummer's 
house at 1300 Dubois Avenue in Richmond, 
Virginia. Present here today in addition 
to Mrs. Plummer and Mr. Anthony Binga are 
Diann Jacox, myself and—

P1ummer: Mi ss or Mrs.?

Jacox: Miss, Miss Jacox.

P1ummer: Miss?

Jacox: Yes.
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P1ummer: Jacox?

Jacox: J-a-c-o-x.

P1ummer: J-a-c-o-x. No "e," c-Q-x?

Jacox: Yes, same word, Jacox.

Binga: All one word.

P1ummer: Oh, it's one word?

Jacox: That's right, but it's spelled the same 
way. And also Celia Jackson, Miss Celia 
Jackson.

Okay, why don't we start off with the both 
of you telling us something about yourselves 
1 would like to know, for example, what year 
you were born in, and where you were born, 
and your earliest memories - how you came to 
know Mrs. Walker, and sort of an overview.

Why don't 1 start with you, Mr s. P1ummer?

P1ummer: Well, 1 was born in Richmond
1 893.

, Virginia in

Jacox: What's your birthdate?

P1ummer: February, the fifteenth.

Jacox: How about you, Mr. Binga?

BJnga: My birthday is October 8, 1911, and the
relationship is, we had a common mother. 
Mrs. Mary V. Binga was my sister Bernetta's 
mother, and my mother. We had different
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P1umme r:

fathers, because my sister Bernetta's 
father passed, and when he passed, then 
my father's first wife passed, and then 
my father married my mother, our mother.

That's right. (Laughter)

BInga: So you can tell the difference in the name 
and ages too, because I'll tell you what 
Bernetta, 1 suggest that you Interject 
Young in there. She had Bernetta Plummer, 
but for continuity my sister Bernetta's 
maiden name was Plummer, 1 mean Young, 
Y-o-u-n-g.

Jacox: So it's ?

P1ummer: Bernetta Young Plummer. Okay.

Jacox: Okay, 1 got that.

It looks like you prepared a lot of notes, 
Mrs. Plummer.

P1ummer: Well, 1 did so that 1 would have it in order, 
and since you were going to record it. And 
you asked me about the general personality 
of Mrs. Walker. 1 put that at the end, so 
suppose 1 read what 1 have.

Jacox: Oh, okay.

P1ummer: Mrs. Walker was a charming, dynamic leader 
with a genuine love for humanity. She used 
her talents to try to improve the lot of 
her race by helping the members to become 
financially independent.

And her death, she died In 1903; you probably 
have that.
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Jacox: 

Binga:

P1ummer:

B i nga : 

P1ummer:

Jacox:

PIummer: 

Jacox:

PIummer:

Was it 1903? I think it was 1934.

Was it 1903 Bernetta? Yes, she died in 
'34, I remember that.

1934? Oh, maybe i made an error. I wondered 
about that because I knew about, you know, 
the time that I returned. As i said, it has 
been a little difficult with me, because 
knowing Mrs. Walker all my life as a child, 
she was like an aunt to me, but I went away, 
and you know what happens.

You lose continuity, yes.

You see, you miss, you break the record, you 
know, and the things go from you. So I tried 
to recall as much as I can, and with the help 
of the people that I have been able to con
tact.

I'm glad you took the time to write it down, 
because it really helps to jog your memory.

It does, it does.

Let me ask you; when did you first meet her? 
How did you first come to meet Mrs. Walker, 
and about what year was that?

Oh, I don't remember, because I must have 
been a child about two years old, or maybe 
a little younger than that. And my mother 
and Mrs. Walker were young women and worked 
together, began working as very young people, 
and I do have that in the notes. And at 
that time, Mrs. Walker, as I said, was living 
on Seventh Street. That section was called 
Navy Hill and that was her home before she 
moved to IJ 0 East Leigh.
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Jacox: What is your mother's name?

P1umme r: Mrs, Mary V. Binga, B-i-n-g-a.

B i nga & PIummer: Mary Virginia Sweetman Young Binga.

Jacox: Vas her maiden name Sweetman?

B i nga : Yes, Sweetman.

Jacox: How do you spell that?

B!nga : S-w-e-e-t-m-a-n.

Jacox: Okay, I'm going to ask you a few questions 
about your mother, and Mrs. Walker and sort 
of, how you got to know her. 1 sort of want 
to get a context in which to understand what 
you are saying.

P1umme r: (Yes. )

Jacox: Your mother and Mrs. Walker were close friends, 
was it?

P1ummer: Very close friends as young women, you know, 
when they first married. And Mrs. Walker 
first took over the Independent Order of St. 
Luke from Mr. Forrester, and then as 1 have 
in here, the first large accomplishment that 
formed the foundation to the Independent Order 
of St. Luke was Good Idea Council Number 16 
which they organized, and became a very 
strong council of Negro women.

Jacox: Do you want to read what you have to me? 
After you tell me what you have, I'll ask 
you questions.
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Plummer: First large accomplishment: The organiza
tion of Good Idea Council Number 16 which 
became a very strong council of Negro 
women. At that time, the council served 
as an outlet for fraternal, social and 
community activities.

Jacox: How were the councils organized; do you
know?

Plummer: Yes, Mrs. Walker was the Right Worthy
Grand, became the Right Worthy Grand 
Secretary-Treasurer, and as I recorded in 
here how it was done. I put it under 
"Travels" because that's the way she did 
it. The main objective - you asked me to 
find out something about her travels, the 
main objective of Mrs. Walker's travels 
was the growth of the councils, of course 
were called councils, the units. She would 
make local contacts seeking strong and 
influential persons to become organizers. 
Usually she would go through the churches, 
enlisting the support of the influential 
ministers. In the hey-day of the St. 
Lukes, there were very strong councils 
other than in Richmond, in Washington, D.C., 
New York City, in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
and other cities in Western Virginia. And 
t made a little notation here. As children 
we would sleep on the benches while our 
elders performed the initiations, that was 
the fraternal part, of course. And then I 
made a notation; once in a while, Mrs. 
Walker would take pleasure trips in the 
United States.

Jacox: Let me ask you a little bit about the council
meetings;you were a member of the Order of 
St. Luke?

Plummer: Yes, I came in, and I have a notation on that,
because that is the very beginning. After the 
Good Idea Council was organized, then the next 
big project was the building of the Juvenile
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Department. The name of the circle is 
Violet Circle Number 2 .  The policy of 
Russell Walker, her oldest son, was number 
one, and the policy of Bernetta Young, the 
daughter of a young woman who became one 
of the most loyal associates, was number 
two.

Jacox: What do you mean by policy?

P1umme r: Well that's like an insurance policy, the 
policy that was issued by the organization. 
And Russell's policy was number one, and 
mine was number two.

Jacox: Oh, so when you first joined the Order of St 
Luke, you came in—

P1ummer: This was about the year 189^.

Jacox: So you came in as a child, then?

P1ummer: A child, a very small child.

B i nga: Did anyone in your research indicate to you 
the structure of the organization?

Jacox: The two people we've interviewed so far 
have been two grandchildren, Mr. Armstead 

Walker, and Mrs. Mamie Crawford, and we 
talked mostly with them about the house, 
the neighborhood, and personal things. We 
asked them about~one of the things 1 want to 
get from you is what the people in the Order 
did.

B inga: This is the thing 1 wanted to talk with- 
address, rather. Back at that point in 
Negro history, the secret orders, and there 
were several of them: Pythians, St. Lukes, 
and of course, the Masonfcs, and—
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P1ummer: True Reformers.

5 i nga: True Reformers. There were many organiza
tions, now those served several purposes.
It gave Blacks something to aspire to 
because there was a echelon. You joined 
as a well, for the sake of a better word, a 
bench member. You'd just be initiated and 
then you would move up through the ranks, 
and ultimately become the Chief, or—

P 1 ummer: The Right Worthy Grand.

Binga: The Right Worthy Grand Chief. See, the 
people who were organizing these organiza
tions had a very keen perception of human 
nature, and the social element of it, and 
it served a fantastic job in the development, 
and the aspirations of Blacks. Because,! 
think you can appreciate that in a social 
club you've got one situation, but there is 
a little mystique in a secret order, and 
this was the phrase that was usually attri
buted to those organizations. You had little 
initiation services, and that's what she was 
talking about; the children would be sleeping 
on the benches, while the elders were going 
through all these here motions with these 
regalias, and all that sort of thing, because 
1 can remember that out of my childhood.

Jacox: Could you tell us anything about the initiation 
services, or how it was organized?

ft!nga: Well, yes.

P1ummer: There was a ritual.

Jacox: Whatever you can tell us.
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BInga: Well frankly, I'd have to remember, I'd
have to recall, and Bernetta may be able 
to help me, We were sworn, you know, with 
your hand on the Bible, not to disclose any
thing I'm getting ready to tell you now, 
(Laughter), But seriously, it was a serious 
thing, but deep in it, inculcated in it, was 
reliability, responsibility, your religious 
faith in God as you understood him, all of 
the finer character qualities that the Black 
race needed at that time, because there 
wasn't anybody else providing that, and the 
Order did, those Orders including the St. 
Lukes. Then of course, you'd swear on all 
of these things. There were little booklets 
that I imagine may have been fifteen or 
eighteen pages, and they were about the size 
of my hand, no longer; they weren't great 
big things, but about this big, and twelve, 
fifteen or eighteen pages. And of course, 
there was in this echelon, people who had 
certain assignments to expose this candidate 
to what was the secret of the Order, and its 
aspirations; but coming out the end of the 
hall, was to make that person a better person 
a more reliable person, a more friendly 
person, a person more inclined to benevolence 
that kind of thing.

Jacox: So when you first came in, what was it, that
you learned the secrets on a gradual basis or 
that you learned what the Order was about on 
a gradual basis?

Binga; Well Bernetta referred to it. See what Mrs. 
Walker, as I recalled, because I came way 
late, my exposure to this was in the twenties 
My father died In 1919» and when my father 
died, then my mother took an added interest 
in something that she had dropped when she 
married my father, so it was all a matter of 
her reestablishing her contact with Mrs. 
Walker. She never lost it, but I mean she 
was much more active in it, because my father 
was a minister, and she was devoting a lot of 
her attention to his ministry at the First 
Baptist Church in South Bristol. But after



Jacox: 

B inga:

Jacox: 

B1nga:

P1ummer:

he died, my mother was a person who just 
had to be doing something for somebody, and 
that was just her makeup, so when - after 
my father died, that relieved her of that 
responsibility, and she went back into the 
St. Lukes thing and got ail wrapped up in 
it again.

And she brought you along with her?

Oh yes, of course. I would sit and I can 
recite some of the very same things« Talking 
about that house on Leigh Street, I can 
remember many, many, many days sitting in 
some particular room, and I dared not do 
anything but sit until Mother said "We’re 
going someplace," and we'd sit on the front 
stoop out there. Now Maggie Walker's sons 
were older than I. I was born in 1911, and 
they were born more nearly my sister's age, 
but I can remember one of their, no both of 
the sons married and their families lived in 
that house for sho rt per i ods , but they were 
younger than I.

No, they were older than you?

Maggie Walker, I mean Maggie Laura Lewis, 
Or. Lewis, she is younger than I, and then 
Melvin's children who was Armstead, you 
mentioned a minute ago, and Mamie Evelyn, 
and all of them, they were younger than I. 
So I was in between them and the adults.

And when they used to go away to visit and 
contact the persons who were developing the 
councils, when my mother would go with Mrs. 
Walker, 1 would stay at the home with Polly. 
She was the housekeeper, and I mentioned 
Polly in this little accoiint. She was the 
housekeeper and was lovely. We loved her to 
death, and she felt like Maggie Laura was her 
own child, who is Dr. Maggie Laura now, Lewis.
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Jacox: Do you want to go through your account?
Why don't you go through it, and if 1 have 
questions I'll ask you about it» You can 
start from the beginning if you want.

P1ummer: Let's see now, all right. 1 began - 1 took 
some of your topics and tried to find the 
i nforma t ion.

Mrs. Walker was an active and loyal member 
of the First African Baptist Church, origi
nally located on Fourteenth and Broad Streets, 
Richmond, Virginia. And then 1 said, the 
outstanding affiliations and accomplishments 
were the building of the Independent Order of 

St. Luke. She was the Right Worthy Grand 
Secretary-Treasurer, and 1 had said this before, 
1 read this before. In the early years Mrs. 
Walker drew around her a loyal group of men and 
women who shared her views and dreams of build
ing a stronger Negro race with a foundation 
fraternal. Then 1 told you about the first 
large accomplishment was the organization of 
the Good Idea Council Number 16, and that was 
the organization that Mrs. Walker, and my 
mother organized and they built, and that was 
sort of the foundation to the rebuilding after 
Mrs. Walker had taken over the organization 
from Mr. Forrester. That was really the 
foundation council to the growth of the 
Independent Order of St. Luke.

B i nga: Sort of the renaissance.

Jacox: Oh, 1 see what you are saying. As a result of 
sort of stabilizing this council, other ones 
g rew?

Binga & Plummer: That's right, that^s right.

Jacox: Were there also men in that council or were 
they, or were councils all men, or all women, 
or women and men?
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Plummer: Well, some of them were women and men, but
she emphasized the women. Not that she was 
prejudiced, because the men were very loyal 
to her, and so many of them served as the 
Right Worthy Grand Chiefs, you know, of the 
council, but the women would do the organiz
ing and so much of the work.

And so, for instance, as i mentioned in here, 
the living person that from whom you might get 
some information is George Chalmers Hayes,
Esqu i re,

Jacox: George Chalmette?

Binga S Plummer: Chalmers. C-h-a-1-m-e-r-s. Hayes, Esquire.

Plummer: And he was the son of lawyer James Hayes,
Senior, Esquire, and his father served, of 
course, as the legal advisor. His father 
served as the legal advisor, and he is 
deceased, he has passed, but Chalmers is 
still living in Washington, and I put him in 
here thinking that perhaps, as 1 said, a 
living individual who might recall some 
pertient information about the activities of 
Mrs. Walker is George Chalmers Hayes, Esquire, 
Washington, D. C. His father, James H. Hayes, 
Esquire was the Independent Order of St. Luke's 
legal advisor.

Jacox: Oh, I see.

Plummer: And he's still living, and I thought maybe,
just as we, because we were all children 
together, and they used to- his older brother 
was Hyland. And they would come down, of 
course, with their father, and then all of 
us as children, you see, we would be associated 
together, and I thought maybe Chalmers just 
might remember some of the things. Because I 
can remember how we played at the St. Luke 
Emporium, In which I have the information on 
that, while the adults were very serious 
going about selling, you know, the goods. And 
I do have a notation about the location and 
organization of St. Luke Emporium.
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BInga : Excuse me, let me make an interjection here. 
You know, you asked her a question that in 
reflection may be more important than maybe 
1 had given it before, Maggie Walker did 
indeed inspire a lot of confidence in people, 
but her main thrust, in retrospect, to me was 
the Black woman. The Black man at that point 
was not as much in control of the family as 
the Elack woman was. 1 think Maggie Walker 
recognized that men had menial jobs, but if 
she could inspire, 1 think she had the 
philosophy, and this 1 am not the author of, 
but when you educate a man, all you've done 
is educate a man, but if you educate a woman, 
you've educated a family, and 1 think that 
was her philosophy. 1 just wanted to inter
ject that; you asked her about men and women.

Jacox: Yes, 1 asked her whether the Council Number 
1 6—

B inga : (Yes), now 1 think the thrust was toward- 
sherd take anybody, men or women, but 1 
think her thrust, and 1 said and as Bernetta 
had said too, her entree into a community 
was through the churches, but 1 think, 
Bernetta, you'd agree that Maggie Walker had 
around her more women, more strong women.

P 1 ummer: That's right, that's true.

B i nga: Now she had some few strong men, and she'd 
pick good strong men for slots that a man- 
for an example, the St. Lukes Penny Savings 
Bank, a man name Emmett Burke was the first 
clerk, or whatever.

Jacox: Fi rst Cashi er.

P1ummer: Cashier.
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B i n g a :

J a c o x : 

B !n g a :

J a c o x : 

B i n g a :

J a c o x :

Until finally he was cashier. But, there 
were certain areas of her operation that 
she found it necessary to utilize - but 
that's what I'm saying, she was a sharp 
woman and she knew how to pick leaders, 
and how to pick people for their c a p a b i l i 
ties, and utilize their capabilities, not 
exploit, but utilize those capabilities, for 
whatever she was trying to do.

Was there any resentment about that?

None whatsoever, none whatsoever. Everybody 
loved her and if she had an ememy, it wasn't 
ever disclosed to a child. Now, you know a 
child is very perceptive, and out of my 
childhood, I could tell, I can remember tell
ing animosity, and little things that were 
happening between adults. I think all 
children do this, it's an intuitive thing, 
but I never knew anybody. Now there were 
some several organizations, John Mitchell 
had the Pythians. She and John Mitchell 
were like - (Mr. BI nga holds two fingers 
together) .

Very close?

This is right. Old Man Walker, I mean 
Browne, had the National ideal, that's right. 
Although they were in competition they had 
one goal, and that was to elevate the race.
And this ritualistic thing was a part of 
making you feel that you belonged. Now 
there was a little - you paid fifteen cents 
a month, or something like that, and you'd 
get about twenty-five dollars death benefits. 
But all of that was built into teaching you 
to economize, because you see, white insurance 
companies didn't even take you; that was the 
point I was trying to make.

Let me ask you something; why did people join? 
I mean there were other insurance companies
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like Southern Aid Society that people could 
have bought insurance had they wanted it, 
or was it more than insurance?

Binga: Well you see, this secret order thing.

[END OF TAPE ONE]
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[TAPE TWO]

We're on the second tape now,

Oh, yes.

What t want to ask you about, you were tell
ing me briefly about this when we were In 
the middle of changing the tapes, was about 
the legal reserve and the Insurance. Now It 
was about 1 926 or *27 when they started the 
legal reserve department. Could you explain 
that again to me, exactly?

The only explanation I can give you Is out 
of recollection and see, In '27 I was sixteen 
years old, so I'm just telling you about what 
my recollection is, and then as things devel
oped. But the legal reserve, I can remember, 
was a big thing for the St. Lukes because It 
was a thing that Mrs. Walker had found out 
would strengthen the organization, and indeed 
guarantee perpetuity because see, had some
thing happened to Maggie Walker during this 
building process, there was really no guarantee. 
Somebody could have absconded with the funds; 
you see what I'm saying?

Oh, I see.

Now this legal reserve, you might consult the 
Bureau, Insurance Bureau, what that actually 
means, but i do know this. That conceptually, 
legal reserve means that a certain amount of 
these dues that were paid, a certain percent 
of this ten cents I was putting in here every 
month.goes Into a fund that guarantees that 
when I die, I'll get this thirty dollars, or 
whatever.

It was sort of like putting it on a firm acturial 
basis?

This ?s right, actuary. In fact, right at 
that point, wasn't the Bazley woman the 
actuary, or was Old Man Collins the actuary?
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I wasn't here at that time.

But It did initiate an actual actuary.

A person?

A person designated to set rates, and they 
divided - not to interrupt you Bernetta, 
but it's fresh in my mind now, and I better 
recite it - they divided the amount that you 
had to pay based on your age. That hadn't 
been done previously.

That's mortality tables?

This is right, this is right. Now, I think 
you had the option though» I think you 
could if you belonged to Good Idea Council, 
they offered you the legal reserve policy. 
They increased the policy to five hundred 
dollars, they increased the amount of dues 
to fifty cents, but it was on an actuary 
basis in terms of your age.

What were the fees before?

Oh, I couldn't tell you, but it looks like 
to me, twenty-five cents. I tell you what;
1 can remember very well recalling as a 
child what a dollar and five cents was, 
that's three times thirty-five. Mother 
sent me, and this was when my sister was 
away from home, Mother sent me around to 
collect from the juveniles, youngsters 
that did not come to the juvenile meeting 
the first Monday and some of them were 
several weeks behind - several months behind. 
And that was when I first really recognized, 
I knew it was thirty-five cents, seventy 
cents; if you were three months behind it 
was a dollar five cents, and if you owed a 
dollar and five cents and did not pay Mother 
within two weeks, you had to be reinstated.
1 can remember that (laughter).
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I see. That Is a good way to recall. So 
like if you paid, say, thirty-five cents, 
about how much insurance would you get for 
that?

Oh, 1 don't know. It wasn't no great big 
amount, it wasn't anything like two hundred 
dollars, probably a hundred dollars.

So the purpose was - was it to actually 
bury you or to give you something to help 
to?

Well, back in those days, and I can tell 
you out of my own experience; I just happen 
to be a funeral director. Funeral homes 
relied heavily on whatever those benefits 
were; that was built into the Black's 
economy back in those days. Where, if it 
cost three hundred dollars to bury a person 
back in 1895 and 1910 and all through there, 
where they going to get three hundred dollars 
from? But the St. Lukes would probably have 
one hundred fifty dollars of it in this, you 
know, this thing you've been paying forty-

Reserve fund?

No, not the reserve fund, the reserve didn't 
come until later on.

The insurance.

Yes, but the dues that you were paying into 
the thing. What happened was those were 
the only - the white insurance companies 
didn't take Blacks back in those days, so a 
person that belonged, I think Bernetta has 
a reference to that too. I don't want to 
steal any of her thunder, but there seemed 
to have been engendered among us as Blacks, 
I don't know whether this was significant
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to Richmond, or unique to Richmond or not, 
but if you belonged to one, you could very 
surely belong to about three of those 
things. You'd belong to the National Ideal, 
probably you'd belong to the Pythians, 
probably you'd belong to the St. Lukes 
probably, and or you'd belong to the 
National Ideals; there were five or six of 
them that were pretty strong.

And so, you mean there was no - was there 
competition between them?

No, there was competition, but to tell you 
truthfully, it was a competition that wasn't 
cut-throat. As I said to you, all of the 
people whose - all of these organizations 
were headed by people who had no envy for 
the head of that other organization that I 
knew about, and I think I would. You know, 
oftentimes they think you are lying down 
there on the church bench, but you are there 
listening to what's going on (laughter), and 
I don't recall ever having heard one of those 
Black leaders, and I've been in all of their 
presence, Bernetta has too. I haven't ever 
known of a secret and, or overt, leave alone 
a covert attitude, crusade, program, or a n y 
thing to defeat anybody, but all of them were 
helping in their way and appealing to the 
population to help all of us.

Did the other orders have insurance also?

Yes, they had the same principle, but as I 
recall, and I think I am almost correct on 
this; you can do some research on this, but 
I think the St. Lukes were the only people 
that went on the legal reserve thing, which 
was guaranteeing that indeed Joe Doe would 
get what he was paying his dues for. And I 
don't believe any of the others, unless it 
could have been the Masonics, they may have
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gone on the legal reserve, but the legal 
reserve was just a guarantee, and it was 
under the Insurance Commission, They'd 
send auditors in once a year, to audit 
all of the St, Lukes books; I can remember 
that.

Where did you have most of your meetings; 
at churches?

No, in the Hall, in the St, Luke Hall, They 
had, Bernetta will probably address that, but 
they had lodge rooms, and you had to knock 
(Mr, Binga knocks on the table), and then 
somebody on the other side - "Hey baby!" 
"Okay!" (laughter), but that's the way you 
got into the meetings, you see.

Oh, you had to knock on the door?

YeSj that's right, and then somebody else on 
the inside had to knock to give you an 
answer, to find out indeed if you were 
eligible to enter.

(MR. BINGA LEAVES ROOM)

You see, it was called a secret organization.

Could you tell me anything about the initia
tion rites, or whatever you can tell me?

Well, what we did was, well it - you'd have 
to put your— . Of course, they would have 
you to march, you would be the Chief of the 
council, and you know, and they used the 
cross as their model, and so, the different 
officers were just like a parade, you know, 
your chief would be at the head.

This is inside of the meeting?
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Inside of the meeting, and then you would* 
they would conduct this march around, and 
you would make certain promises. You'd 
have to take, you know, a certain pledge 
that you would keep and so forth, and then 
you would finally be, after you've gone to 
all of the stations that they would call, 
which would be represented by the officers 
of the council, then you would be pronounced 
as a member of the council, and of the o r g a n i 
zation, and then of course, you'd put your 
hand on the Bible to take the oath, to swear 
to secrecy. It wasn't anything too much that 
you would do, but that made It interesting to 
the people, and made them want to join; to 
know what was going on inside of the council.

So did they share secrets - like if you 
belonged to more than one fraternal o r g a n i z a 
tion, like say you belonged to the True 
Reformers and the Pythians, I mean did they—

Oh no, you wouldn't tell. You would put 
your hand on the Bible and swear that you 
would keep the secrets of the Initiation.

How about the monthly fees, I mean monthly 
dues that you had? Was all the dues for the 
insurance, or was there dues for insurance 
plus dues for the—

For your sick benefits, your council paid 
a small sick benefit, very small, but they 
did pay so much a week for so many weeks 
when you were confined, and you had to be 
confined in the bed.

No, I mean, say if I had just become a 
member, for example, and I would be paying 
dues at each of the meetings. How often 
would I go to meetings; once a week?

(MR, BINGA RETURNS)
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B i nga: Once a month.

Jacox: Once a month?

B 1nga: Yes, they had a card with all of the months 
on it.

Jacox: Oh, they gave you a little card?

B 1nga: (Yes), and you'd bring the card to the meet
ings, the secretary would mark it and initial 
it and give it back to you.

P1ummer: And there was your record.

BInga: And there was your receipt.

Jacox: So, all the money would be part of the 
insurance fund?

B t nga: Yes. Now the only other expenditures out of 
that would be Hall rent. You paid about two 
dollars, 1 think, a month for the privilege 
of using the Hall.

Now this is what got me on the laughing kick. 
The thing had four stations, as 1 seem to 
remember out of my childhood, and there were 
different levels on this ladder of authority, 
and up at the top at the very end was the 
High Chief, or whatever.

P1ummer: The Chief.

B i nga: So you'd knock on the door and someone, I've 
forgotten what it was called, he would knock 
back and they'd let you in.

Jacox: Oh, according to a signal?
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This is right. This is signaling and you'd 
get into the meeting, but if you don't put 
the right knock on there baby, you ain't 
going to get in (laughter). So, to make a 
long story short, they would have the meet
ing according to the ritual book, and then, 
of course, after that they would consider 
other things, civic things, things that 
were, you know, central to the existence of 
Blacks in the city and then,of course, it 
would terminate, the meeting would terminate 
But they would have these, the St. Luke Hall 
had four floors, and as I recall at 900 the 
first floor had regalias.

What's regalias?

That's a good question. That's your badge, 
and then you had another thing that go 
around your neck that was a metal thing. 
The bigger-the higher up you got on this 
thing, the more of this kind of thing you 
had.

What do you mean, there were four floors in 
the building, and as__

The basement housed the St. Luke Herald 
publishing equipment, heavy printing equip
ment; some machines half as big as that 
space over there. I can remember them 
very well; a man named John Cogbill worked 
In there. Then there was on the first floor 
they had the regalia thing. On the second—

What do you mean the regalia thing; it was 
where you would have—

Where the people would Come in and purchase 
there was a person in the council who was 
responsible for being sure that all - now we 
had a meeting last night, and I was elevated 
from this to this. Well, by next meeting 
somebody is supposed to buy a regalia and
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Jacox:

give It to me so that when 1 come to the 
next meeting, I'm something else now, you 
see, 1 have moved up.

Oh, so you'd get another badge?

BInga: Another badge.

P1umme r: That's right.

B i nga: A different kind of badge with something 
else written on It, and all of that; 1 
don't remember all of that, but 1 remember 
it.

Jacox: Did you have to buy that badge yourself?

P1ummer: Yes.

BInga: Did you? Yes, I'm pretty sure you did.

P1ummer: 1 have a notation on that, the Regalia 
Department .

B i nga: Go ahead.

P1ummer: One of the sources of great financial 
revenue was the Regalia Department. The 
women employed made and sold the badges, 
which were used by the members of the 
council, and Mrs. Martha Dawson was the 
head seamstress.

Jacox: How did the badges look; they were fabric?

B i nga: Yes, they were made out of fabric with 
gathers. Say listen; see that yellow thing 
there by the bread box?
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Jacox: The towel?

B i nga: No, beyond the towel, looks like a - a 
regalia would look very much like this.

P 1 ummer: Yes, something like that, but it would 
be flat as a - when we were children—

B 1nga : And it had something up there if you were 
grand-whatever, and had that printed on 
there, see, and then it had a safety pin 
kind of thing that you could stick it on 
your shirt.

Jacox: Would it be three-dimensional like that?

B inga : Yes, this is right

Jacox: What would that be like; like gathers or?

B I nga: Yes, gathers and ribbons, you know.

P 1umme r: And sometimes with the children the ribbon 
was pleated and it was flat, you know.
They made a flat badge that you wore, and 
if you forgot your badge, they wouldn't let 
you i n.

B i nga: This is true, yes.

Jacox: So you would get a different regalia accord 
ing to your position?

B i nga: Whatever your position on this thing was.
4

P 1umme r: That1s right.

Jacox: Oh, 1 see what you are saying. And then 
with each position, did you get more 
responsibility, or was it more honarary?
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Binga: Well, It was more honorary and perfunctory
really. But ( tell you, I think the way it 
was sold to you, and it wasn't to exploit 
you, but knowing the few things that made 
us have any pride in ourselves, back in—

[MR. BINGA STOPS TO CHANGE TAPE ON HIS 
TAPE RECORDER.]

The thing I started to say was, when you 
consider the fact tht there was such a few 
things that stimulated and instilled pride 
in you,to belong to one or several of those 
organizations and move up through the ranks, 
you have no idea of how much reward there 
was in that. Now you see, the reason it is 
difficult for - without my trying to explain 
it to you, I hope I have done it success
fully, Bernetta wishes so too. Coming from 
the generation that I come from, we did not 
have the things that all of us have now;
M m  from a different generation from Bernetta. 
I belong to Alpha Phi Alpha, so I knew after 
coming out of St. Lukes what a fraternity 
was, but my perception of a fraternity was 
honed by having belonged to the St. Luke.
Had I never belonged to St. Lukes, belonging 
to my secret fraternity wouldn't have had 
the same impact on my life, so what I'm say
ing is,there were people that did not- weren't 
blessed enough to go to school any further 
than high school. Well this belonging and 
going through steps to become something 
greater than you were when you came in the 
front, that there did something for you, 
and collectively it did something for the 
Black community.

Jacox: Let me ask you something. You were just say
ing something about poor people joining. f 
understand that Jackson Ward, and the people 
who lived in Maggie Walker's area -there were 
different social classes.

B i nga : This i s t rue.

Jacox: How about- were there different social classes 
in St. Lukes also?
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B i n g a : Yes, yes. There was no social distinction, 
it wasn't a social club in that sense.
There were some several social clubs around 
but none of these things which we are talk
ing about were social clubs. They, Maggie 
Walker and men and women like her had only 
one aspiration and that was to build pride 
and self respect, and those characteristics

Jacox: Now when 1 said social class 1 meant like - 
1 understood that there were lots of 
lawyers, and doctors, and dentists, and 
just regular working people. What 1 meant 
was, did they all also belong to the Order 
of St. Luke and participate?

P1ummer: 
& B i nga :

Yes, yes,

Jacox: So then, it was about race-building, too?

BInga : Yes, this is right, and of course you see - 
let's put it another way. Here is Dr. 
Jones, and he doesn't belong to the St. 
Luke. Where he gets a part of his practice 
is from these folks who belong to the St. 
Lukes. Now, the only way he will ever 
know who those folks at St. Luke are, is 
to Join the St. Luke and go to the meet- 
i ngs.

Jacox: Oh you mean in sick benefits?

BInga: Yes.

Jacox: Oh, 1 see; that's true. How about the 
funeral - let me ask you a few things 
about funeral directors, because she was, 
for example, friendly with Mr. Price.
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B i nga: This is right.

Jacox: A, D„ Price, do you know anything about him?

B1nga : 1 know quite a bit about him out of, you 
know, my same source, my childhood. He 
died before i was old enough to really 
know him, but he buried Bernetta's father, 
and buried my father too. He was a fantas
tically strong man, very handsome he was.

P1umme r: Very handsome, and he and his wife, they 
worked together.

Jacox: How many funeral directors were there in 
Richmond, say in the 1920's and 1930's.

BInga: All right, there were five firms: the Price 
firm, the Johnson firm, the Cunningham firm. 
What's that, three?

Jacox: Yes,

P1umme r: You didn't name your own.

B i nga: Scott, thanks, four. There were five, and 
I'm trying to think of the fifth one. It 
was, don't hold me to this, but it was likely 
M i mms.

P1ummer: Manning was with the Scott at that time.

Jacox: Who was that?

B !nga: Manning was with our firm before he left us 
and opened business for himself.

Jacox: So Manning Mimms was his name?
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B i nga : No, his name was Walter Manning, but he 
was with the Scott firm, and left it; 
went from us to the Price firm, and stayed 
with her a short while, and then left the 
Price firm, and went in business for himself.

Jacox: Now were they all located in and around where 
Maggie Walker lived, or?

B f nga: The nearest one- Oh! C. P. Hayes was the 
other one.

P1umme r: The other one, that's right.

BInga : There were two funeral homes within two 
blocks of her. The Price Funeral Home was 
down in the next block; she was in the one 
hundred block, and the Price Funeral Home 
was in the two hundred block, and then 
there was the Hayes Funeral Home which was 
In the six - the seven hundred North Second 
Street which was around the corner, two 
blocks away.

Jacox: How about, i guess funeral directors also 
belonged to the Order of St. Luke?

BInga: Oh, yes.

Jacox: Was there- well this doesn't really have to 
do with Maggie Walker, but 1 was just sort 
of interested In this, because it just sort 
of seems to me that funeral directors come 
up again and again in whatever Black community 
you are talking about. They seem to come up 
as sort of a separate social class who seemed 
to be very active in all sorts of activities, 
more so than you would expect, and 1 was just 
sort of wondering whether you had any recollec 
tions of what sort of activities they did, 
o r—
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Oh yes, I'll tell you. You see here again, 
you're talking about, and if this is a 
deviation we can, you know,cut-off whenever 
you say.

Oh, that's okay.

But there was a strong dual class years ago, 
and when I say years ago, I'm talking about 
in the teens and the twenties. You were 
either fortunately comfortable, or your were 
poor as hell; one or the other, there wasn't 
any middle class. Now, the professionals 
did not, they were not trying to take 
advantage of, or exploit that lower class, 
but that's the only class from which they 
could make a living. So you found deep down 
inside of the average funeral director, and 
I think that t can almost say this without 
contradiction, the average funeral director 
was forever trying to find some way by which 
he could help that community elevate itself. 
Now if you don't believe it, and you go back 
into the civil rights thing, all down in the 
South every civil rights effort there was a 
funeral director involved in It, very likely 
at the head of It. The people had confidence 
in them to begin with, and he felt fulfill
ment there, but that was characteristic.
Now you'll find a dentist,or you'll find a 
doctor In the same category, but generally 
In Mississippi and Georgia, and in the deep 
South during the civil rights struggle, you 
usually found those professional people.

And may I interject this. In Richmond, Dr. 
Hughes was a medical examiner of the Independ
ent Order of St. Luke.

Oh, that means - so you mean that he certified 
that a person was in—

Yes, in reasonable health at the time when 
his membership application went through.

Oh you mean that if a person -so in other 
words, it sort of functioned like insurance 
companies now?

I
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B inga: This is right, this is right, this is right.

J acox: So would that mean that if a person wasn't 
in reasonable health, they couldn't join or 
what?

BInga: Yes, that meant that imposed on Dr. Hughes was 
the determination as to whether, in his opinion 
you were in reasonable health. Now, i think 
it was primarily to screen out people who 
would be taking advantage of by writing a 
membership on somebody you know damn well is 
going to be dead next week because of some 
terminal Illness. So Dr. Hughes - you'd 
either go to his office or he'd come to the 
house.

Jacox: Was there a charge for that?

B !nga: 1 beg your pardon.

Jacox: Was there a charge for that, do you know?

B1nga: I'm not sure, but I'm sure the - 1 wouldn't 
be at all surprised if the Order didn't pay.

P1ummer: 1 think the Order did.

B t nga: Yes, and it wasn't too much. But anyhow, 
what he really did was just certify that 
indeed in his opinion - now he didn't 
take your blood pressure and, you know, 
and he didn't give you no examination or 
nothing; maybe he did, 1 don't know. Looks 
like to me that he used a stethoscope, but 
they didn't even have those blood pressure 
things back In those days. But at any rate, 
1 think in his opinion he could attest to 
the fact that you indeed did appear to be 
healthy. So then, of course, after he'd 
signed that, certified that on the applica
tion blank, and it would go on through 
channels.
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Jacox: Did a lot of different ministers belong to 
the Order of St. Luke?

P1umme r: Yes.

BInga: Oh Lord yes, strong ministers.

P1umme r: Yes, indeed.

B i nga : W, H. Stokes was one of the ministers and 
Walker's close friends, W. T. Johnson.

P1umme r: Z. D. Lewi s.

B i nga : Z. D. Lewis. These very, very, very strong 
men, very strong men, and pastors of the 
larger churches.

P1umme r: And in the account of the home, 1 made a 
notation in here - in her den, on the walls 
hanging there are pictures of all the Right 
Worthy Grand Chiefs, and the various ministers 
who were Influential in helping with the 
building of the organization in Richmond, and 
in the other communities.

BInga: There was Reverend Gould 1 remember. Where 
was he from? And he was very, very influential.

P1ummer: And Mr. Angel in Charlottesville was one of the 
strongest of the Grand Worthy Grand Chiefs that 
we had. And unfortunately, Reverend Jackson, 
who was the housekeeper of Mrs. Walker's home on 
Leigh Street passed, and he was going to have 
me come down, and together we were going to try 
with the knowledge that we knew - we had, and 
the help of other people, to identify all of 
these various people that helped to build the 
organization. All of the pictures are in that 
den.
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J acox: Where the books are?

P 1ummer: No, see - the books are in the St. 
Luke Hall fn Mrs, Walkei--

B. i n g a : Oh! You're talking about her library at 
home?

P 1ummer: Oh, I'm talking about—

B i nga : She did have a library at home.

P 1umme r: You asked me about the home, and it 
was on the left side,on the west side—

B Inga : There was a door that went into it, there 
was a little area where—

P 1umme r: Yes, it used to be a doctor's office. That 
was Madison Jones father's office, and she 
turned it into a den or a library, and all 
of the pictures are on the walls, and that's 
a part of the library. Now, whether you would 
find anything in the books that are located 
in her private office in the St. Luke Hall, 
I'm not sure.

Jacox: Now, what 1 had been thinking was that maybe 
we can still get you to identify some of those 
pictures. We have the pictures that were - 
right now all the furniture—

[END OF TAPE TWO]
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B1nga:

[TAPE THREE]

(MRS, PLUMMER IS AWAY FROM THE ROOM) 

She's getting—

Jacox: Why don't we talk about some of the activities, 
while she's away, of the Order of St, Luke.
You were saying something just recently about a 
pa rade.

B ?gna: Oh yes, and i have to refer to Bernetta, because 
I'm not sure, but 1 do know this; that there 
was a woman whose name was Lillian Payne who 
was very, very active In the St, Lukes. Now 
oddly enough, she lived the second door from 
Urs. Walker. Mrs. Walker's house - there were 
two houses with the same address, which nobody 
has ever understood. The house next door Is 
110 too, as you probably remember, but 1 'm 
talking about going further down toward 
Second Street. She must have lived in ill*.

(MRS. PLUMMER RETURNS)

P1ummer: They bought the home from Madison's daddy, 
and that's Madison's present address.

Jacox: Oh, okay, 1 have it now. Now you were saying 
about the parade?

B 1nga : Oh yes, now, Lillian Payne sponsored that 
parade thing, and you remember those Queen of 
Mays that she used to have?

PIummer: Oh yes, yes indeed.

B I nga: All right now, Lillian Payne finally became the 
director of the St. Luke Herald, which was—

P1umme r: The printing arm.
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B i nga: The Order's newspaper. But any rate, talking 
about this parade, this was a thing that the 
community looked forward to every year, and 
it was a parade of the various councils in 
the city« And 1 wouldn't be at all surprised, 
don't hold me to this, but 1 wouldn't be at 
all surprised if it didn't apply also to the 
outlying communities like Henrico and Chester
field and the like« But It was something else 
girl; you know, back in my childhood.. And they 
had bands and then the Juvenile Department, it 
came up.

P1ummer: That's right!

Jacox: Vfhat street was it on?

B i nga: We 11 no doubt, no doubt in my mind, it started 
at the St. Luke Hall which is at St. James and 
ETa ke r.

P1umme r: it did, it did.

B i nga: And it very likely, don't hold me to this either, 
but it very likely went down Baker Street to 
Second, no doubt, and it very likely went south 
on Second to Leigh, and then probably went east 
on Leigh to about Seventh; all of this is 
Black now. Then it would go over to Clay, and 
come on back up Clay Street to probably Second, 
and swing around and go on by her home, and in 
latter years she wasn't able to get around.
And f can remember very well, oh man!, I'm 
talking about five or six times, 1 was in one 
of those parades.

Jacox: Did you wear uniforms?

B f nga: Oh yes sirree! Are you kidding! Little white 
sailor suit with short pants. (Laughter)

P1ummer: And we had to wear white dresses.
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B i nga: Yes.

Jacox: Did the adults have uniforms too?

B i nga: Yes, white, white. It was something else 
girl!

Jacox: What was the adults' uniforms like?

B i nga: Generally, as 1 recalled, and you walked all 
the way, it wasn't any horse and buggy, or 
automobile. 1 think the only automobile in 
it could have been her automobile, because 
she wasn't able to walk, but—

P1ummer: After the accident.

B1nga: Yes, she, 1 mean the women wore white, and 
back in those days 1 seem to remember 
white hats, and parasols, and all that kind 
of thing.

P1umme r: And long, black velvet streams-streamers.

B inga: It was something else!

Jacox: On the hats?

P1ummer: On the hats. We had beautiful velvet bows 
hanging down,with streamers hanging down our 
backs, and you had to have this beautiful 
white dress to wear.

Jacox: Did they wear the same white dresses, or just 
white d resses.

B i nga: 1 don't think it was uniforms; no.

P1ummer: No, it was just, you had to have a pretty 
white dress.



38

Jacox: 

BInga:

Jacox: 

B 1nga:

How about the men; what did they wear?

Just normal suits, as I recall. I don't 
seem to - f can't address that intelligently 
because I don't remember, but I am assuming 
that they would just wear ordinary street, 
unless *» I'll tell you one thing, coming 
on back to this regalia thing. Now you see, 
there was an aspiration to march in the parade, 
and all this was built into this belonging 
thing. So now, I'm a man thirty years old, 
and I've got my wife in it, and all of my 
family on both sides, they're in it; and the 
children, they are back in the Juvenile 
Department, they are in it. Now, last year 
I was one of them door things, now I've moved 
up, and I've got another office now in a 
year's time. $o now I've got another regalia, 
and you think I ain't pround of that, walking 
up the street with it? And then they had these 
other things, Bernetta, these long things which 
you've seen them in parades; have a long pole 
on it, and its got a - it looks very similar 
to the top of that rod there, but it was on a 
pole, and this was a fantastic thing, because 
it was a heavy velvet thing with embroidery and 
tassels, and—

On, it was sort of like a pole, and it was like 
a rectangular thing that hung down?

Yes, this is right. And then the Grand United 
Order of, I mean the Independent Order of St. 
Lukes, that was on it. Then they had two- 
several —  at least two less imposing flags.
It really wasn't a flag, it was more like a 
curtain because it was on a rod, and the rod 
was attached to a pole.

All right now, this is what I'm telling you. 
See, I've been working all the year to get the 
proficiency enough to pass on to be the turkey 
who carried this thing (laughter). I

P 1um m e r : I t was a ho no r.
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B i nga : Sure that was a honor.

P1umme r: It was pretty, very pretty.

B i nga : Yes, It was something else girl, 1 tell you 
that.

Jacox: Oh, 1 see what you are saying; so all of 
these things are interconnected. It wasn't 
just a matter of buying insurance, but you 
had things—

B i nga : Yes, you got involved in this whole thing, 
and this became a part of your life, and its 
really a life-style, and it wasn't discon
nected or isolated from your life; your whole 
life was in that thing.

Jacox: What other activities did you have; can you 
remember any other things that the Order did?

P1umme r: At the house?

Jacox: No, the Order of St. Luke. You had parades—

P1umme r: And the convention was something.

B}nga: Oh, I'd agree.

Jacox: You had a yearly convention?

B!nga : No, it was every other year.

P 1 ummer: Every other year.
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B i nga : 

Jacox:

B i nga:

Jacox: 

B i nga : 

Jacox: 

B ]nga:

It was biannual; I remember that. It 
wasn't every year, every other year.

Were you Involved in politics at all; was 
Maggie Walker, or the Order involved in 
po 1 i t i c s 7

No, The only person that I can recall out 
of my childhood of her era who was ever 
involved in politics was John Mitchell, but 
this is going on back to what I told you. 
Although John Mitchell headed up the Pythians, 
Maggie Walker headed up the St. Lukes, there 
wasn't any support that John Mitchell needed, 
that the whole St. Luke Order wasn't behind 
John Mitchell.

Didn't he have big parades also? 

Yes, sure he did.

And did he—

That was characteristic of those days. I was 
just reciting because I knew about the St. 
Lukes, but they didn't have any exclusivity 
to it, you know, I mean all of them had it, 
because that was a part of the social life. 
Whatever else did we have? We didn't have 
TV, we didn't have radio, we didn't have 
those things, so we had to devise something. 
See, but John Mitchell is the only politically 
conscious person I can recall out of that era. 
Now, he had behind him a very strong group 
of men who were silent architects of the 
Blacks' destiny, and It may be inappropriate 
to call their names, but they only had one 
thing in mind, and that was the progress of 
the race. But indeed, I tell you, anyone 
you asked and chooses to, they can tell you, 
they met behind in a drugstore, sometimes 
they met behind a print shop that I'm 
familiar with. But there were about five or 
six men, sharp Black guys who did not have
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any political ambition, but they strategized 
for the position that Blacks took to their 
best ability, and they utilized the Planet 
for disseminating their posture.

Ja cox: The i r i deas?

B i nga: Yes.

Jacox: Would you be interested in telling us about 
some of these people, or?

B inga: All right, 1 have no compunctions about it,
1 wondered about the "Freedom of Information." 
(Laughter). Well, i'll tell you what; there 
was a man named Alphonso Norrell; there was a 
Dr. Leon A. Reid, Senior; there was' a James 0. 
West; there was a doctor, he was a pharmacist, 
Bowles, .1 don't remember his initials.

Jacox: Bowles? B-o-

B !nga : B-o-w-1-e-s. What's the name of Don Bowles' 
father; he had the drugstore there at Third, 
Third and Clay across from the Afro office?

P1umme r: 1 don't remember it.

B inga: 1 remember It because this is in and around 
Third and Clay, because they met and not 
regularly, and It wasn't poker club either.
They met for the specific reason, and almost 
any night you want to find anyone or several 
of those men, you'd find them at one of those 
hangouts that they had. And I'd be devious 
If t didn't say that I'm sure they had a 
little, you know, smile from somewhere that bent 
the elbow, but beyond that—

Jacox: What do you mean "smile"?

B i nga: A little something to cheer them (laughter)-
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J a c o x :

B î nga : 

J a c o x :

P 1umme r: 

P 1umme r:

J a c o x : 

P1ummer:

Jacox :

Oh, I didn't get that one,

I've come across these names before, but 
I didn't know they had connections. But 
what's so good about getting these inter
connections is that you get an idea what 
the community is like; not just individuals 
just out there, but what they are doing 
together»

Yes,

Why don't you, you have prepared so much 
information that I —

Let me tell you about the St» Luke Emporium, 
because you do not have anything about that 
and you're anxious.

The Operation of the St. Luke Emporium: In 
1903, as another expanded development of Mrs. 
Walker's keen financial foresight, the St.
Luke Emporium, a department store, was 
opened in the building located at First and 
Broad Streets, now housing the Standard Drug
store. The Emporium, and when you get a 
chance to look up the data, see if you can find 
a date of the closing. I didn't get the infor
mation until —  [ had such a short time, I 
didn't get the date of the closing. The 
Emporium closed after a short duration because 
of the lack of patronage by our people.

Do you remember anything about what types of 
thIngs they sold?

Oh yes, I had to wear dresses from the St.
Luke Emporium while my friends wore dresses 
and clothes from Thalheimers* and Miller and 
Rhodes. My mother was loyal, and we supported 
the St. Luke Emporium.

Did they have handmade, things, 1 mean?



6 i n g a :

P1umme r: 

J a c o x :

P1umme r:

P 1umme r:

B i nga: 

P1ummer:

No,It was a regular department store. The 
things were factory manufactured,and Mrs. 
Walker used to go to- Mrs. Walker and my 
mother and one or two of the women maybe, 
usually my mother, they would go—

Didn't she do the buying, Mother used to 
do the buying?

My mother did the buying.

Tell me something about it; what did It 
look like, and what kinds of things did you 
sell there?

They sold the same things that a department 
store sells. They sold women's dresses and 
they did, as I recall, I think they sold 
shirts. I don't think they sold men's suits,
1 don't think they did, but they sold shirts, 
and underwear, and they sold every - lingerie, 
dresses, and lingerie, and hosiery, and shoes, 
some shoes, not too many because we had another 
- Miller had a store, but we did sell - they 
sold some shoes, but mostly women's ready-to- 
wear garments. And as I said, I had to wear - 
they were attractive, but of course, they 
didn't have—

Thalelmer's label in them.

No, they didn't have Thalheimer's, and Miller 
and Rhodes' labels on them; that's all. And 
she was a little disappointed about that 
because,you know, that's one of the weaknessess, 
still is a weakness. We, this is a diversion, 
but we imitate the vices of the dominant race 
rather than the virtues, and she was trying to 
teach us unity and cooperation, and like the 
Bank: put your money where it will help you
financial 1y.
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B 7 nga :

J acox:

ff7 nga :

Jacox:

ummer:

Was she into the idea of setting up separate 
financial institutions to serve the Black 
community, and for the Black community to 
benefit; was she very consciously into that?

Obviously. Maybe I didn't understand the 
question; state your question again,

Well, what I had in my mind was Booker T. 
Wash I ngton, to tell you the truth, and I was 
asking whether she was consciously trying to 
encourage people to develop separate Black 
7 nst i tut ions, or?

Oh, I see where you're coming from, I think, 
to answer your question, out of my recollec
tion - Bernetta may have a different inclina
tion, but 7 think Maggie Walker had in mind, 
helping Blacks. However, I do know of organi
zations that she had either membership in, or 
was connected with, or was invited to become 
a member of that were biracial as the years 
went by. But If she ever had a philosophy, 
unless it was in her memoirs or In her 
biography - autobiography, I think she had 
in her mind in helping Blacks first, because 
i think she thoughtthat Blacks needed the 
help most. But unlike, if you want to make a 
contrast, unlike Garvey, she was not an 
exclusive person just to help Blacks to the 
exclusion of interacting with whites.

Can you remember whether she had met with her 
white counterparts, either white women or 
white men, or whether? What sort of things 
did she have to say about the whites; can you 
remember anything like that at all, or?

Oh, she had contacts, she had very excellent 
financial contacts. The white businessmen 
were very cooperative with her, and helped 
her, you know, to have the contacts and the 
Interviews and help, because It was a part of 
their Influence that helped them to join the 
legal reserve.



^ 5

Bînga: Yes, Bernetta I heartily agree, and I think
we can say this, because I am sure these men 
are dead, ain't no way for them to be living 
now, but I don't say this with any degree of 
anything, but trying to tell the truth. If 
the Blacks hadn't had white friends all 
through, we would not have been able to have 
done many things that we were able to do, and 
t think that goes for Maggie V/alker, so far 
as the legal reserve of the Order was concerned, 
and so far as the Bank was concerned. Now there 
was, you know, the power that the white struc
ture had always had. I am not in a position 
to tell you that this is the truth, but I have 
no doubts that Maggie Walker had one or two 
friends down at the Banking Commission who 
enabled them to learn the banking business, 
and would probably spoon-feed them through the 
logistics of banking, as banking was. And 
they had white banking friends too, because 
recognizing what it requires, what a Banking 
Commission would require,where would you 
learn it if you didn't have a white friend 
who had some sympathy for you, and would give 
you a little buzz on the phone and say: "Say 
listen, this is how this is done, now don't 
let nobody know that I told you, now," you 
know, one of those kind of things.

Plummer: Let me tell you about the Janie Porter
Barrett project, because that was a community— 
a broader community activity in which Mrs.
Walker was Interested. Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Mary 
V. Binga, and other community minded women 
organized the Federated Women's Club, the 
purpose of which was to help Mrs. Barrett 
develop the school that became the Janie 
Porter Barrett School for Girls, located at 
Peakes, Virginia. The aim of this organiza
tion was to raise funds which they did very 
successfully. And Mrs. Walker was also 
affiliated with Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune, and 
the National Council of Colored Women. The 
purpose of this organization was to develop a 
group of influential Black women. The present 
president is Mrs. - you will want this, because 
you can make the contact with her, and she will 
bring you up to date and give you the activities, 
more activities, of Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune
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Jacox:

and the National Women's organization. The 
present president is Mrs, Helen M, Smith, 
address: 506 Hancock Street, and her address 
is the Virginia Mutual Insurance Company. And 
when in Richmond, Mrs, Bethune was a guest in 
Mrs, Walker's home - you wanted to know some 
of the persons that, you know..

Let me ask you—

B i nga: I'll tell you something else - excuse me, 
Nannie Burrough; is that name familiar to you?

Jacox: Nannie Burroughs?

B!nga : Nannie Burroughs. She operated a home for 
girls in Washington—

P1ummer: She did.

B1nga : that was a counterpart of the Janie Porter 
Barrett thing, and it existed for a long, 
long number of years, still is, 1 think.

Jacox: Was the Janie Porter Barrett School, was that 
called the Virginia Industrial School for 
Girls?

B1nga: Yes, for girls.

P1ummer: That1s right!

BInga: That's the same thing.

Jacox: 1n Peakes, Virginia.

B i nga: That's right, the state took it over.
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Jacox: Oh, now the state took it over?

B i nga: Yes.

P1umme r: That's right»

Jacox: I've come across Burrough's name before, 
but 1 can't remember—

B i nga : Yes, Nannie Burrough, she was a very, very 
strong woman. And don't hold me to this, but 
1 think she was Miss; 1 don't think she had 
ever ma rr i ed »

P1ummer: 1 don't think so.

BInga: But, she had a home for wayward girls, home 
for girls who were coming into Washington at 
a peculiar time to find federal jobs, and 
sort of like a YWCA would be. And then she 
was very close to the justice system, because 
girls, wayward girls, children parents had 
problems with and that kind of thing; she 
would take them in.

Jacox: Was this something you talked about, say at 
the St, Luke Order, or you just knew, 1 mean, 
was this something that the Order of St. Luke 
was also involved in?

B!nga: No, These things that we are talking about 
is a result of our mother interacting with 
Maggie Walker.

P1umme r: In the community.

B i nga: 1n the commun i ty.

Jacox: Oh okay. 1 was just trying to figure out
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B i nga: Yes o

P1umme r: Yes, Mrs, Walker headed the project, and my 
mother - they worked together and raised the 
funds.

Jacox: 1 understand that they also worked on the 
funds for the Douglass Home,

B i nga : Frederick Douglass Home, that's right.

Jacox: 1n Washi ngton, D, C,

P1umme r: That1s right.

B i nga: And I'm trying to think of what president it 
was, and 1 can't to save my life think, but 
1 remember Mother leaving me, you were away, 
Mother leaving me at Miss Carter's, Jess 
Carter's, Mary Carter's, while she and Mrs, 
Walker worked on the inauguration together. 
And that was an invitation that Mrs, Walker 
had been extended to sit someplace, you 
know, in the inauguration, but this is - 
if we really tried to research, it wouldn't 
be any problem, because I'm talking about - 
nineteen, 1 went in high school in 1925» It 
was somewhere between 1920 and 1930, It was 
some inauguration right in there, Taft is 
too far back 1 think, and Wilson -and it 
could have been Wilson.

Jacox: 1 couldn't tell you, off hand.

B i nga : No, no, no. 1 was just, I'd have to look 
it up too, but it was somewhere in that era, 
and 1 remember they went up, Alfonso drove 
them up In this special car of hers.

Jacox: Do you know, speaking of the special car, do 
you know precisely what happened to her that 
she became paralyzed?
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B i nga : Bernetta knows.

Jacox: Not paralyzed, excuse me, but confined to 
the wheelchair.

P1ummer: She had a fall, and broke her hip.

Jacox: Was it her hip, or was it her knee? •

P1 ummer: Knee - somewhere - knee and the left part of 
her limb, 1 remember she wasn't able to walk, 
and then she had this—

B ? nga: E1ect r i c chair.

P1ummer: Electric chair.

BInga: 1 remember that.

Jacox: Her wheelchair was electric?

B inga: Yes, it had a motor on it.

Jacox: Was It battery operated?

B !nga: Oh yes, probably.

Jacox: Where did this happenj do you know?

P1ummer: 1 was away. Do you remember?

Blnga: No.

P1ummer: That was when - 1 have a notation about the 
home - she built an elevator; you have that?
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B i n g a : 

P1umme r:

B i nga :

Jacox: 

BInga :

J a c o x : 

BInga:

J a c o x :

Because of the accident, and the fact that 
she couldn't walk, after that she operated 
from the wheelchair.

Does that house have an - just from my own 
memory, does that house have an alcove In 
the front room where a bed was, a canopy bed?

Yes, that was where they used to - she used 
to - we'd come up from church on Sunday, you 
know, and then after we'd have this lovely 
dinner that Polly would cook. And then, I 
told you about how the women would congregate, 
and they'd sit there and talk about the plans 
and the things.

Oh, I remember that room, and then she'd in 
latter years - there was a bay to that bedroom 
too, because you could see up and down Leigh 
Street, east and west, from the window.

That Is from Mrs. Walker's bedroom?

That's right, a bay window came out, I 
remember that very well. I haven't been in 
that house in fifty years, but I remember 
that.

Do you remember whether that bay window - was 
that a porch; do you remember?

No, it was always a bay because it was a bay 
all the way down to the first floor. The 
living room had the same bay, architecturally, 
as t reca11.

I have a map of the house, but it doesn't list 
the rooms; it's sort of like a floor plan, more.

This would be the first floor, that would be 
the second floor. So this is what you are
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talking about here; 1 guess, on the second 
f1oor, like a bay.

B1nga: Is this the little alcove we were talking 
about? Is this the first floor?

Jacox: No, this is the second floor.

BInga : Oh, this is the den here.

P1ummer: That's the den.

B!nga: And the steps go up from here.

Jacox: No, this is the second floor.

B i nga: Oh, this is the second floor.

Jacox: So this is the first floor.

B i nga: Oh, yes.

Jacox: Can you remember any of the rooms from look
ing at this pi an?

BInga: This is what 1 am saying now; if this is the 
first floor, you did go up the steps to a 
porch, and then there was a door that went 
into what Bernetta was telling you a moment 
ago was a den, because it had pictures of all 
kinds of things on this wall, here.

P 1 ummer j And that had a separate entrance.

B i nga: And there was a settee, this is right, there 
was a settee right here, and some chairs back
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P1ummer;

here, and it had two entrances, that's 
right. One came out here and went up the 
steps, and the other came behind the steps, 
and under the steps was a closet.

So you see, pardon me, that was Dr, Jones' 
office.

B ? nga: Office, when he owned it.

J acox: Yes, we have that listed here as room 101,

B i nga: Now this bay is here. You see what is - 
not deceiving but say is - this is the 
property line of those houses on Leigh 
Street back here. This porch here, I mean 
this window here extends over the property 
line. Here is the property line, here it is.

Jacox: 1 see what you are saying.

B i nga: And that went straight on up from the founda
tion right on up, and then in the bedroom you 
could just go out and look either way.

P1ummer: And upsta irs—

B J nga: There were three windows; one on the front, 
and two on either side.

PIummer: And on the second floor, when you go up the 
front staircase, the addition - there was a 
long hall -

BInga: Oh yes, that's true; I'd forgotten about that.

P1ummer: And the addition was built, and the rooms, 
the bedrooms opened on this long hall that 
went from the top of the front staircase, the 
original staircase.
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J acox: Walt a minute. Do you remember as a child, 
that there was an addition made to the house?

P1ummer: Yes.

B 1nga: Yes, 1 can remember, 1 can remember when it 
was made.

Jacox: Do you know what year that was; about how old 
were you?

B t nga: All right, 1 can tell you exactly how old 1 
was. 1 was in high school in 1925, so 1 
must have been about eleven or twelve. That 
thing was put on the house between *25 and 
'30.

Jacox: 1925 and 1930.

B i nga : Somewhere in there.

Jacox: And what was the purpose of the addition?

BInga: Listen, didn't one other thing happen, didn't 
she, didn't - , this, you know, is home 
talk now. Didn't Maggie want to keep Ethel 
and them with her?

PIummer: Yes, that's right.

BInga: And her family started increasing.

[END OF TAPE THREE]
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P 1ummer : 

J a c o x :

8 I nga : 

J a c o x : 

B ! nga : 

J a c o x :

B inga : 

J a c o x :

B t n g a :

PIummer: 

BI nga :

[TAPE FOUR]

I was talking about Polly, her housekeeper.

One second, I wanted to ask you about the 
architect; you said that you thought it was 
Charles T, Russell —

No doubt in my mind,

who probably designed the__

No doubt in my mind,

renovation for her house. And you think she 
did it, about 1925?

it was in the twenties, it was in the twenties

Well, you were in and out of the house enough 
that you would have been— . Her - Mamie 
Crawford, and Armstead couldn't quite remember 
it; there was a difference in age.

Yes, but that's a small difference, as I said, 
it's six or seven years difference, wasn't 

much more than that. But I remember the addi
tion taking place, I remember that the house 
was enlarged, in other words, but it made 
very little impact, if any, on me as far as 
my recollection is concerned.

And i wasn't here.

But I know that the reason, the logical reason 
and this is the reason (consulted with 
Bernetta - Mrs, Walker had very good reason 
for wanting Russell and Melvin, her two sons, 
there with her. And after they married, and 
then their families came along, the only other 
alternative was to enlarge the house.
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Jacox: 

B1nga :

Jacox:

B ? nga: 

Plummer:

Jacox:

P 1ummer : 

B 1ng a:

Oh, she wanted them to stay?

Yes, yes, and they all did; all of them died 
there In that house.

Let me ask you something before we talk about 
Polly; you said you wanted to talk about Polly. 
Do you remember, I don't know if you were old 
enough to remember this, but do you remember 
anything about the death of her husband, Mrs. 
Walker's husband?

Bernetta may, but I don't.

The only thing - he was the first Negro brick
layer, and they were very successful, and the 
only thing was that he, as I can remember - 
I just - 1 was a small child, and he passed,
and you know, 1 mean his death - they still 
were living together, you know, I mean it was 
just a normal death. I do not recall the date, 
and they were living on, you know, I made the 
notation - I gave you the information about the 
home on North Seventh Street, and that's where 
they lived before she moved to Leigh Street, 
and that was where they first, you know, 
started to having these afternoon conversa
tions, and so forth. And her husband - they 
just lived - but how a man - . She was a very 
strong woman and, of course, her interest was 
in the building of the organization, but there 
wasn't any friction.

Well, let me ask you, where was her house; can 
you remember exactly on North Seventh Street; 
it was between what streets? Was she renting?

Yes, it was between Baker, and was the next 
street Bates?

Bates, yes; going north, yes.
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P1ummer: Baker and Bates.

B i nga: Yes ,

Jacox: Was she renting the house there?

P1ummer: Oh no, she owned the home, and they called 
that section at that time Navy Hill.

Jacox: And then she purchased the house from Dr. 
Madison Jones?

P1umme r: That's right, they went from Seventh Street 
to the house on Leigh Street.

Jacox: Well, the reason 1 asked you about the death 
of her husband, reading her biography that was 
published by the Order of St. Luke, it was by 
a person named Dabney, that was the person who 
wrote it.

B (nga : Mi 1 ton Dabney?

Jacox: 1 can't remember his first name; apparently 
there is a family of Dabneys.

B i nga: CYes), there is.

Jacox: There are two families of Dabneys, 1 think 
there is also a white family of Dabneys here 
also.

B i nga: Oh, yes, yes, yes, yes.

Jacox: Then there is a Black family of Dabneys. But 
reading in there, apparently her husband had 
been shot accidently, according to the 
biography, by her son who was Dr. Lewis' 
father, and there was, apparently from reading 
the biography, a big—
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P1umme r: 

B i nga :

Jacox: 

BInga:

Jacox:

P1ummer: 

B!nga: 

P1umme r: 

B i nga :

She's talking about Russell.

Yes, she is talking about Russell. This is 
what we understood as children, We under
stood that Russell heard a noise on the back 
roof, and this is before, obviously before 
this—

Before the renovation?

Yes, right. And I understand out of my child
hood that all of them had previously heard 
some noise on the back of the house, and in 
fright and anxiety, Russell, who was the son 
that was involved in this thing, shot at what 
was he thought was a shadow of someone attempt
ing to get in the back. Now, this is what I 
remember out of my childhood, but it was con
vincing enough, his - my recitation of what I 
knew, or rather my recitation of what I 
remember out of it was sufficiently strong 
enough for them to - they exonerated Russell, 
and he never went to prison or anything of that 
nature for it. He was exonerated. That was 
long before - what year could that have been; 
do you remember? That was before my time. I

I believe it was about 1916 or 1917, somewhere 
in there.

It could have been.

' 16 or '17-

See, we were in South Richmond then.

Yes, see I was born in 'll, I would have been 
six or seven years old. I don't seem to 
remember a thing about that, only what I heard 
the old folks say after I became an adult.
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Jacox: 1 was wondering what affect that had on 
Richmond, on the Richmond Black community, 
what they—

Binga: I'm sure It upset the community fantastically, 
but you see there again, Mrs. Walker with the 
influence that she had, and the strength that 
she had, 1 don't know, maybe Bernetta has a 
different feeling about it, but it upset her 
1 am sure, but 1 never heard anyone say that 
it changed her motivations, or changed her 
enthusiasm or made any change in that that 
was Maggie Walker.

PIumme r: And her influence.

B!nga : If there was a crises in her life, she just 
rode it with the waves.

Jacox: How about- you were going to tell me something?

P1umme r: She was a marvelous woman, she had a marvelous 
personality, dynamic.

Jacox: Could you remember her public speaking at all?

B1nga : Yes, charming.

P1ummer: Oh , couId t!

B i nga : She had charisma, she did, she did, in her 
Inflections, and she was a hand some woman, and 
a handsome Black woman. 1 can remember her

4

hairstyle and those kinds of things. And then 
of course» many times, you talking about 
Alfonso, you see, Alfonso used to look after 
Armstead and 1, and Maggie Laura and Evelyn. 
What was that other girl's name?

Jacox: Mamie Evelyn.
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B i nga: All of us, when Mother and Mrs. Walker were 
at different places together, and 1 can 
remember the car and how she had to be lifted 
in this chair up into the Packard; 1 remember 
it very well.

Jacox: Tell me, was your mother employed by the Order 
of St. Luke, or was she a volunteer?

B inga: 1 never knew our mother to be employed doing 
nothing.

P1ummer: Doing anything.

Jacox: But she put a lot of time into this?

B i nga: 1 mean, I'm being serious. She got involved 
in more - if she got paid for what she did, 
we would be in good shape, but she was a 
public spirited person, and 1 never knew her 
to work.

P1ummer: No!

Jacox: You mean work for pay, because she used to—

B inga : Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes. But the thing that 
always impressed me was the impeccable English 
my mother used without having gone any further 
in school than she did. And now, Maggie Walker 
finally taught school; didn't she?

PIummer: Yes, she taught school for a little while, 
before she took over the organization.

Jacox: Do you remember that, or did you just hear 
talk of it?

P1umme r: No, 1 just heard her talk about it.
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B i nga: But 1 know this, 1 know, 1 feel this 
strongly, Bernetta may not share this 
opinion, but our mother was very, very 
perceptive and 1 am sure that that 1 
remembered about my mother; her manners, 
her mannerisms, her articulation all were 
a result of being very, very sharp and 
taking advantage of the things that the 
people, the circle of friends around which 
she moved.

Jacox: What other circle of friends, speaking of 
circle of friends, did Maggie Walker have, 
in and around Richmond that your mother, or—

B inga: Lady across the street, Morgan, Nannie Morgan

Jacox: Across the street from where you lived?

B i nga : No, across the street from Maggie Walker.

P1umme r: in that block.

B inga: In that block.

Jacox: What street did you live, by the way?

B i nga: We were living in fact, let's start off; 
Bernetta lived on Leigh Street, five blocks 
west, when her father died.

P1ummer: Right where Chamber 1ayne Avenue was cut into, 
in Leigh Street.

Jacox: Intersects? Okay.

B i nga : That's right.
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P1ummer: That's right.

BInga: Now, that's where Bernetta lived and then 
when her father died, she continued to live 
there until my father married our mother. 
Then they moved to South Richmond, and 
three years after they moved to South 
Richmond, 1 was born.

Jacox: What section is South Richmond?

B t nga : South Richmond, what section? We lived in. 
the 1300 block, 1306 Decatur Street which 
is two blocks north of where the church our 
father pastored was located.

Jacox: Which church was that?

B i nga: First Baptist of South Richmond. Dwight 
Jones is there now.

P1 ummer: He was pastor forty-seven years.

Jacox; Now, you are saying Mrs. Morgan lived across

B i nga: Oh yes, she lived across the street. All 
right, Ella Waller, a very, very strong woman

P1ummer: Rosa Watson.

B 1nga: Rosa Watson

P 1 ummer: Lillian Payne.

B i nga : Lillian Payne; we mentioned her.

P1umme r: Eme.1 i ne Johnson.
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B i nga : Emeline Johnson. All right, what was the 
woman's name that lived down on - Bankett?

P1ummer: Yes „

B i nga: What was her name? Lived down on Fourth 
Street, she was in the Order.

P1ummer: She was.

B i nga: Bankett; Lillian Bankett.

Jacox: I've come across her name, I've come across 
it in her d iary.

PIummer: I'm su re you did.

B i nga: Yes, yes, yes. Those are - and Bazley, we 
mentioned her, Lillian Bazley.

Jacox: It that B-a—

B i nga: B-a-z-1-e-y, as far as 1 know.

P1ummer: That 's right.

Jacox: So those group of women were the main 
movers—

BInga: People around her, and people that she 
delegated quite a bit of responsibility and 
authority to, but she could always depend 
upon them.

Jacox: And, so these women, they were all in the 
Order of St. Luke, and at the same time, 
they were involved in—
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B Inga :

P 1umme r: 

B Inga :

P1ummer : 

B i nga :

In a lot of other different things. They 
were that kind of women, most of them, 
they had leadership ability and people 
followed them. And well listen, you know, 
there are people who have a knack or that 
have magnetism that just draws leadership 
around them, and it makes them look real 
good, because they are doing their thing, 
but these other folks are doing a great big 
thing that makes the head of the thing look 
good too, but that doesn't diminish what the 
head is doing. But she had a knack of pull
ing strong women around her in - all she 
needed to do,and this isn't devious, she'd 
just tell Ella Waller; wasn't it Ella Waller?

That's right.

"I want you to do so and so." And don't you 
worry about it; it's been done.

And talking about Ella Waller, let me tell 
you some nostalgia. We weren't having any 
beer then, but there was what was called,
Bevo beer, B-e-v-o and it was an imitation 
beer, and I can remember very well, Ella 
Waller used to buy these. She found someplace 
that she could get it, Bevo beer, and many 
times they were sitting around and I never 
knew my mother to drink, I never knew Maggie 
Walker to drink, but Ella Waller, she had to 
have this Bevo beer; I can remember that very 
well. And her husband was a blacksmith, a 
very accomplished blacksmith, and he lived up 
on, they lived up on where Harrison - no, 
Hancock Street.

West Leigh Street, West Leigh Street; just 
east of—

That Bevo beer, I can remember it well,-and 
I can smel1 i t now.

J a c o x : W a s  t h i s  d u r i n g  P r o h i b i t i o n ?
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B i nga : Oh yes, Lord yes. This was a near-bear, 
the old folks used to call it near-beer,

Jacox: Oh they call it that now too.

B!nga: Do they? Interesting. It has a very low 
content, a very low alcoholic content, 
probably one per cent or-somethJng.

Jacox: It's still sold.

B i nga: Is it rea11y?

Jacox: ( was in New Jersey, at the shore one time, 
and—

B i nga: Well, 1 declare, I'm surprised.

Jacox: And they sold it. They called it near beer.

B i nga: Yes, near beer.

Jacox: 1 think they sell it to under—

B i nga: Underaged.

Jacox: Underaged people.

P1ummer: And, pardon the personal reference, but at 
all of the conventions, 1 used to make the 
speech and represent the Juvenile Department.

B i nga: Oh yes, yes, yes, yesj 1 can remember that too

Jacox: Okay.
You wanted to say something about Polly Payne
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P1umme r: That's right. In this brief resume and 
cursory account of some of the outstanding 
contributions of Mrs, Walker, the mention 
of the one person should not be overlooked; 
that was the housekeeper, Mrs. Polly Payne.
It was she who came to live in the home as 
a girl. She probably made the greatest 
contribution to the general comfort and well
being of Mrs. Walker. After Mrs. Walker's 
accident, there was an elevator installed in 
the rear of the home. Oh, 1 beg your pardon, 
Polly, as she was lovingly named-known in her 
later years, went to Chicago to live with Dr. 
Maggie Laura Lewis, Mrs. Walker's granddaughter, 
and lived there until her death. That's all 
that 1 had, but 1 didn't want to forget Polly, 
because she was a grand person.

Bf nga: And incidentally, come to think about it, 
Polly's husband, a man named Payne, was the 
brother of Lillian Payne's husband.

Jacox: Oh that's an interesting interconnection.

B!nga: Remember that?

P 1 uirnner: Yes.

B i nga: 1 never knew him, but 1 heard you all talk 
about him.

Jacox: Let me ask you something, what did you call 
Mrs. Walker; did you call her Miss Maggie, 
or Mrs. Walker?

B1nga: Mrs. Walker, that's all 1 ever called her. 
There were lots of her close friends called 
her Miss Haggle, but 1 don't know of any - 
Mother always referred to her as Mrs. Walker, 
but she may have had some close,crony people 
to her who may have called her Maggie.
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P1umme r: Well the only person that I can remember 
that called her Maggie, once in a while, 
was Miss Ella Waller, Mrs, Ella Waller.

B !nga : She might have, but most folks always called 
her Miss Maggie, or Mrs, Walker.

P1ummer: That1s right.

Jacox: Did adults usually refer to each other - 1 
was just wondering what people called each 
other by; whether they were very formal, or?

B inga: That's a good question; let me tell you 
something. My mother - my father was a 
minister, 1 told you, and he had an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Divinity from Shaw, and 
Bernetta will tell you, my mother called my 
father Doctor.

P1umme r: Right, and called my father, Mr. Young.

B i nga: All through any interaction - if she called 
him to the telephone, if she called to ask 
him if he wants some more beans, or whatever 
was on the table; Doctor. But that was one 
thing 1 remember about my childhood. Now 
there's another thing 1 remember out of my 
childhood. Everybody that was older than !, 
was Mr. or Mrs., and it was the oddest thing, 
for even after you got to be an adult, and 
when I'm saying an adult, I'm talking about 
forty years old. Now, here's somebody that's 
fifty years old, but they were ten years older 
than you, and if you ever started to calling 
them Mr. when you were a youngster, then ten 
years after you got to be fifty, and that per
son was sixty, that didn't make a damm bit of 
difference; you're still Mr. whatever, and 
Mrs. was the same way.

Jacox: And did you call them Mr. by the first name, 
like Mr. Russell, or Mr. - by first name, or 
last?
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B í nga : Oh listen, I'm glad you mentioned that; 
remember you were asking us about the 
architect? We called Charlie Russell, 
Prof, Professor Russell.

PIummer: He was a professor at Virginia Union.

B i nga : And we affectionately called him Prof., 
and he was not offended. He realized that 
there were other people who called him Mr. 
Russell, or Professor Russell, whatever, 
but 1 called him Prof.

P1umme r: 1 called him Professor Russell,

Jacox: What did Mrs, Walker call your mother?

B1nga: Mary Binga; 1 remember that very well.

P1ummer: No, Mary Young before she became Mary Binga. 
She called her two names always, and then she 
called her Mary Binga.

Jacox: 1 was just trying to figure out what kind of 
formality people used in talking to each 
other.

P1ummer: They were formal, but they were very close 
friends, because my mother was at Mrs. 
Walker's deathbed.

Jacox: Do you remember anything about her death; 
the circumstances of her death?

B i nga:
4

No, 1 don't, because as 1 said, 1 was away 
at schoo1.

P1umme r: 1 had just come back, and she was quite ill 
before she passed, and she was there with 
Maggie Laura. Of course, Polly was there, 
but she was at her deathbed when she passed.
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Jacox: Do you know what she died of?

P1umme r: No, i do not know that, no.

Let me make this notation, insertion rather, 
1 don't want to forget Mariah Burke.

Jacox: Ma r iah?

P1umme r: Mariah E. Burke, Miss Mariah E. Burke of 
the Juvenile Department. Miss Mariah E. 
Burke, a very talented young woman became 
the outstanding Juvenile Directress, and 
she really was a strong person.

BInga: Yes, she was.

P1ummer: And organized, 1 mean,and contributed a great 
deal.

Jacox: That's when you were a kid?

P1ummer: Yes.

B i nga: Yes, and parenthetically, she was the sister 
of Emmett C. Burke, who finally became the 
Cashier of the St. Luke Bank, St. Luke Penny 
Savings Bank; they were brother and sister.

P 1 ummer: Pardon rne, and Emmett C. Burke was so honest 
until he has been given credit for saving - 
our strongest white bank closed, failed and 
closed in Richmond, and he was given credit 
for preventing the St. Luke Penny Savings 
Bank from closing. He was honest, you talk1 about honest, but he really was honest.

Jacox: Do you remember anything about the Bank itself; 
what it looked like, how people came to—
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P1umme r: 1 was a child, and 1 was one of the first 
depositors; my mother put my money in it- 
And it was a beautiful building; this present 
building has nothing to do with it. The 
building was made of, well, cream colored 
brick, i guess it was.

Jacox: Where was this at, what location was it?

P1ummer: Right on the corner, opposite to the present 
bank.

Jacox: Consolidated Bank?

P1ummer: Consolidated Bank.

Jacox: Did the Juvenile - the Juvenile Circles 
encourage the children—

P1ummer: The children were encouraged to make deposits.

Jacox: So you would make pretty small deposits, 1 
take It?

P1ummer: 1 beg your pardon.

Jacox: In what amounts would children make deposits?

P1umme r: Well somewhere between one and five dollars, 
you know, and 1 have been a depositor ever 
since it was organized.

Jacox: Can you remember what Mrs. Walker's role was?
1 know from reading the records what her role 
was, but can you remember anything that she 
had to say about the Bank - anything as a child?

P1ummer: Well she always, especially In the speeches 
that she would make at the conventions, you
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Jacox:

B î nga :

P 1umme r:

Jacox:

P 1ummer 
S B !nga :

Jacox: 

B !nga : 

PIummer:

know, and in her travels, and in her visits 
to the various councils, she always empha
sized the deposits, you know, to be made in 
the Bank and encouraged it, and she would 
come to the meetings In the Juvenile Depart
ment to encourage the children to save their 
money and their little dollars.

How long - a child would start out in the 
Juvenile Department; and how long would they 
stay, and at what age would they become regular 
membe rs ?

Eighteen, wasn't it Bernetta?

Yes, they transferred.

Did you two become regular members? 

Oh yes, we still are!

How Is it different now, the Order different 
from the way it was before in any way?

I don't know if I can address that, because 
I haven't been to a meeting in years.

But I can tell you. They do not, you see, 
the younger people have their fraternities 
and sororities, and whereas maybe some of 
their older relatives, parents and grand
parents and so forth, put them into the 
organization when they were children, just 
like 1 was as a child, and they have 
maintained their membership, but because the 
young people have so many activities now, they 
stopped attending meetings. You see for us, 
we used to love to go to the meetings because 
we would have different activities, and they 
would have programs and Queens of May and 
that kind of thing, and we'd go to rehearsals. 
Well, the young people have so much now, so 
many activities that they do not attend the
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Jacox: 

B? nga:

P 1umme r : 

Jacox: 

B i nga:

P1umme r: 

B i nga:

meetings now. But we still have our policies, 
and paid our dues regularly, all through the 
years.

Let me ask you; when you join now, is it the 
same, do you get insurance?

Yes, the only insurance they have now is that 
legal reserve, they don't have any more of 
those other policies. And I think they are in 
five hundred dollar denominations: five 
hundred, a thousand, fifteen hundred.

That's right.

So now it is on an actuarial basis?

This is right, and you pay so much a month.
But you know, you were talking about the 
Bank and Maggie Walker's perception and use 
of talents and skills. I served on the Board 
of Directors of Consolidated Bank, and 
resigned in '66, I went on in '5 1 » and I 
resigned 1 after we moved over here, because 
trying to do the thing over at the new funeral 
home was taking all of my time. But Professor 
Russell was on the Board; Leon Reid, who I 
mentioned to you was on the Board. She 
picked very, very strong men. The attorney - 
reverend, I mean, lawyer Hewin—

Very strong men.

was on the Board. But, not to the exclusion 
of strong women too, because this Lillian 
Payne you heard us refer to, she at one time 
was on the Board; and then her daughter-in-law, 
Hattie Walker, at one time was on the Board. 
So what f'm saying to you is, she was looking 
for people— . At the time I was on the Board, 
she had passed, and I wished I had been under 
her influence really, but at the time when she 
needed something done, in my opinion, she 
picked those people she felt she could trust, 
and who grasped her philosophy, and what she 
was trying to get accomplished.



72

Jacox;

Binga:

Jacox:

B ? nga :

Do you think that she picked, that she tended 
to pick men and women, in m o r e  or less 
visible - like you are saying - from what you 
just said i get the impression that most of 
the Board of Trustees at the Bank, when she 
was alive, were men.

No, because Lillian Payne was on the Board at 
the same time she was president of the Bank.
And as 1 recall, Lillian Payne was the only 
woman that was on the Board at the time when 
Maggie Walker was President, and this was 
before it became Consolidated, of course.
Then after It became Consolidated, a vacancy 
occurred. You know what happens in things of 
this kind; death usually terminates the office, 
or makes a vacancy on the Board In other words, 
and then they replace It with someone who has 
probably been pruned and schooled for It. Well, 
this Mrs. Payne, and Mrs. Hattie N. F. Walker, 
these two women, I know at different times 
served on the Board.

What did Mrs. Hattie - while Mrs. Walker was 
alive, if you can remember, what did Mrs.
Hattie Walker do in the Order? I'm not talking 
about after her death, but while she was alive.

She worked as a clerk and one of the outreach 
people who used to go out and set up councils, 
and that kind of thing. Hattie Walker was an 
unusual woman too. I don't know whether you 
got any background on her, but she was » what 
was really Interesting to someone who made a 
study, was to see two strong women get along 
so beautifully, and for a woman to have had 
such a confidence in her daughter-in-law as 
opposed to— . And it wasn't nepotism, it 
wasn't a matter of Hattie being her daughter- 
in-law; Hattie was capable, and I'm sure she 
would have picked Hattie, regardless of her 
being her daughter-in-law. But Hattie was 
the wife of the son who was involved with her 
father - with Mrs. Walker's husband, but that 
made no difference to Maggie Walker, and it 
made no difference to Hattie in terms of her 
loyalty to Mrs. Walker, and Mrs. Walker's
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ideals, and all of the things that she was 
i nterested i n.

Jacox: How about - I have a couple of other questions -
short sort of things, I wanted to ask you,

Do you know anything about Giles Jackson; what 
sort of relationship he and Maggie Walker might 
have had, or anything about him in general?

Binga: I don't think that there was ever a pronouced
relationship between Giles Jackson and Maggie 
Walker, and I'll tell you why. I think there 
is , if you'll check, don't hold me to this, 
but if you check, I think you'll find an age 
disparity there, and the reason I'm drawing 
on that, and pardon this personal reference. 
Giles Jackson,among other things, was a 
motivating force behind the Jamestown Exposi
tion and our father Dr. Binga, was the vice- 
president. Giles Jackson was president, my 
father was vice-president.

[END OF TAPE FOURJ
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Jacox: 1 wanted to ask you something about your 
visits to the house. What occasions when 
you were a child, and when you grew up, 
while Maggie Walker was alive, did you 
visit it, and what was It like?

P 1umme r: Well 1 told you that when 1 was baptized. And 
1 can remember when she was a member of the 
First African Baptist Church and we were all 
baptized In that church, and then you see, 
before we went to South Richmond we attended 
church, then we would go to her home and 
have dinner there, and then they would go 
upstairs and talk.

Jacox: Who is "they", your mother and her?

P1umme r: My mother and the other women, you know, and 
some of those women that you - that 1 - Mary 
Griffin and some of the other women that were 
in the neighborhood and near enough to go 
and spend the afternoon. And then we would, 
Russell and our friends, all of us, we would 
sit down in the kitchen and have a nice time 
and any additional refreshments that Polly 
would fix for us.

And then 1 remember this incident, 1 don't 
know whether you would remember it, but 1 
couldn't forget it. On the day that 1 was 
baptized, my mother had made me this beautiful 
white dress and had made this beautiful 
bertha, we called them, of lace and embroi
dery.

Jacox: Bertha, is it called?

P1ummer: 1 beg your pardon.

Jacox: What is it called; a bertha?

P1umme r: Yes, bertha.
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B! nga: It is kind of like a collar, like?

P1umme r s Yes, it came down to about here» And she 
used to take us to a - what Is the park in 
the western part of the city?

Bi n g a : Byrd Park?

P1umrner: Byrd Park. And take a part in whatever 
activities, and in those days we had street
cars and we'd take the streetcar ride. And 
you see, 1 had come from my communion in 
the afternoon, and 1 had on all of these 
beautiful clothes, these white shoes and 
everything, because 1 didn't have a chance 
to go home and change my clothes. And there 
was a hill on Eight Street, and it went 
down into a gulley, and Russell was older 
than we were, and we went out on the hill, 
and he dared all of the younger ones to run 
down the hill. And 1 was scared to death, 
but final 1 y got the nerve because 1 
couldn't be chicken, and 1 ran down this hill 
and when we reached the flat, we called it, 
t spilled around and fell, and the back of 
this bertha was filled with grass stains.

B i nga: Oh boy!

P1ummer: And my mother was disgusted with me.

B1nga: I'm sure she was.

P1ummer: How long it had taken her to make this bertha!

Jacox: How old were you then?

P1ummer: Around twelve, yes; 1 was twelve years old.
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Jacox: Oh, this is Russell, Mrs. Walker's son?

B i nga : Right.

P1ummer: Russell, yes. And so then to punish me,
1 was too old for Mother to spank me then, 
but to punish me she made me go with them 
and the one or two other children that went 
along, to ride on the streetcar up through 
Broad Street, up through the nice part, the 
nice portion of Richmond with all this grass 
stain on the back of me, So you know, I 
remember that very distinctly.

And we, as 1 said, we went often to whatever 
social affairs that they had, and 1 was one of 
the brldemaids for Hattie and Russell when 
they married. So 1 don't think there was ever 
anything that was given at Mrs. Walker's home 
that 1 was not invited, and was a part of it. 
And of course, 1 stayed there so often, 1 
practically would live there when, you know, 
when Mother would go away with Mrs. Walker.

Jacox: Where did Hattie and Russell get married at; 
at the house or at the church?

P1umme r: They married at the house.

Jacox: What room was it in?

PIumme r: In the living room, in the front living room, 
and Dr. W. T. Johnson married her.

Jacox: He was the minister of what church?

P1umme r : First African Baptist Church.

Jacox: What street is that church on, or was that 
church on when she was alive?
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BInga: 

P 1umme r : 

B i nga:

P1umme r: 

B i nga : 

P1ummer:

B i nga :

P1 ummer: 

B i nga:

It was Fourteenth and Broad then.

Yes, it was Fourteenth and Broad.

It's over here in North Richmond now, on 
Norwood and Haines.

That's right.

But that's the same church.

And it was named the First - they named - 
I don't remember whether they renamed it, 
but it is the First African Baptist Church, 
because the church to which we belong now is 
the First Baptist Church of South Richmond. 
And of course South Richmond used to be 
Manchester, and North Richmond was Richmond, 
and they were two cities at one time.

You know, excuse me for interrupting you but 
this may be deviant, and even at the risk of 
it being deviant, when we are talking about, 
and I saw a little question mark up in your 
file on it, the church thing. The understand 
ing that I have is that there has been a lot 
of history research done on First African, 
and they had a celebration here just some 
several months ago, but I understand that 
there was a white First Baptist Church on 
Broad Street—

There was.

a block away from where the First African 
Baptist Church finally was built. Now, 
from what I can understand, the slaves had 
to sit up in the balcony, and I don't know 
who devised this reason, or logic, or 
rationale, but I understand that the Blacks 
were a little more emotional than the whites, 
and they were patting their feet and doing 
those kinds of things that's a part of the
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Black experience. So for that reason alone, 
they decided to one another, "Listen, don't 
let us have any division among us, but you 
all do it your way, and let us stay up here 
and do it ours." And the two churches 
coexisted. What - what is that they call it, 
the thing between the United States and Russia 
are in now, coexistence or whatever.

J acox: Coexistence. Barely! (Laughter.)

B i nga : What?

J acox: 1 said, barely.

B i nga: Yes, well anyhow, this is what 1 understand 
and it was that church. The Reverend Holmes 
came in there before Reverend Johnson; didn't 
he Bernetta?

P1ummer: Yes.

B1nga : And then Reverend Johnson and he - and oh, 
that's another woman's name, Margaret R. 
Johnson—

P 1 ummer: That's right.

B i n g a : who was very, very close to Maggie Walker, 
and Maggie Walker utilized Margaret B. 
Johnson.

J acox: That's "R" as in Robert, her middle name?

B i nga: Margaret R. Johnson, "R" as in Robert; right. 
Her maiden name was Mickey really, out of 
Washington, but anyhow Margaret R. was the 
way she usually went by.

Jacox: Do you remember a person named Colonel 
Knickerbocker, or George Knickerbocker who 
came to visit Mrs. Walker?

4

P1ummer: Knickerbocker? 1 have no—
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B i nga : No .

Jacox: Armstead said he remembered him as sort of 
a person that she would see after her husband 
died.

BInga: Oh, visit emotionally you mean?

Jacox: Yes,

Bing: Interesting, No, i never heard of it.

P1umme r: 1 never heard about that.

Jacox: Armstead remembered that.

B i nga : Well, he lived in the house, and 1 wouldn't 
question Armstead, you know, but it's odd 
that we wouldn't. But I'll tell you what, 
the most eligible bachelor that 1 ever heard 
associated with Maggie Walker was John 
Mitchell. But you know how folk talk about 
the other folks' business and children hear 
it, you know. But the only name 1 had ever, 
you know, had heard associated with Maggie 
Walker was John Mitchell.

Jacox: And, they seemed to have__

B inga: Oh no, well John Mitchell— . 1 don't know, 
you know, because it's been so long ago, and 
1 was such a youngster, but 1 don't remember. 
There was another lady In town, wasn't it, 
that John Mitchell broke her heart; you know 
how you hear these things.

P1umme r: (Inaudible).

B !nga : Well, you know how you hear these things 
(Laughter).



8 0

Jacox: What did you say; did you say her name?

P 1umme r: There was another - no, we didn't say her 
name »

B i nga : Now listen, I'm going to take the Fifth on 
that one. (Laughter).

P1ummer: No because 1 thought a great deal of her, 
and she thought a great deal of me, you 
know. She was a very sweet person too.

B1nga : Yes, I'm going to take the Fifth on that 
one. Yes, sir!

Jacox : Let me ask you about the house again. You 
were saying that you were in the wedding; 
it was in the front parlor, or the front 
living room?

B i nga : Hera,this is it, the first floor, this is 
where it would be.

Jacox: 1 08.

P1ummer: Yes, that's where it would be.

Jacox: Do you remember anything about that? 1 was 
just trying to get a feel —

B!n g a: 1 remember there was a chandelier in that 
thing, that (inaudible), and 1 understand 
somebody ripped that out. Do you remember 
a chandelier in there, Bernetta?

P1ummer: Yes, indeed.

B î nga : It was a crystal thing. That was one hand
some c ha nd e 1 i e r.
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Jacox: In the front parlor?

B inga : In that front parlor, up In the celling.

C. Jackson: (Inaudible.).

Jacox: What was the wedding like, of Hattie and^_. 
1 just want to get an idea of what kind of 
occasions people met at her house, and what 
it was like there. Whether It was elegant, 
or was It regular, or what; what was the 
feeli ng you got?

P1umme r: It was regular, but she didn't go In for 
social activities, because her life was tied 
up with the St. Lukes.

Jacox: You mean parties and things?

P1umme r: Yes.

B i nga: No, she wasn't an entertainer in that sense; 
no big soirees, or anything. No, that wasn't 
Maggie Walker.

P1ummer: No, she wasn't interested in playing cards, 
and things like that. She was interested in, 
as we have said, in helping her Negro race, 
and she was serious, and she drew around her 
the women that would have the like interests, 
you know.

B i nga: I'll tell you something, you never saw her, 
or never knew her to dance, or anything.

P1ummer: But she knew all of the people socially, and

\
then of course, Maggie Laura carried on the 
social life as she grew up.

B j nga: Listen Bernetta, I'll tell you something 
else that it would be well to recite, since 
you are talking about this wedding. Mattie's
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P1umme r:

maiden name, as ( seem to remember, was 
Frazier; is that correct?

Yes, Frazier.

Jacox: You mean Hattie?

B inga : Hattie Frazier, and the "N.F.", the "N" 
1 don't know what the "N" stood for, but 
the "F" stood for Frazier.

P1umme rr Frazier.

BInga: And she, as a professional woman, used her 
full name, Hattie N. F. Walker.

P1umme r: She did.

B i nga : Because when the policies were signed, after 
she became whatever and they had to sign the 
policies, you'll see this, the policies are 
signed Hattie N, F. Walker.

P1umme r: And that was her signature.

Jacox: After the death of her husband which was 
very young, she never remarried, or got 
re i nterested?

B fnga : Well, that's an interesting story too, but 
she never did.

Jacox: 1 was wondering whether there was some 
pressure on Maggie Walker's part?

«
P1umme r: No, no pressure at all.

BInga : No, 1 don't think there was any pressure 
for her to or not to, because since you



83

P1umme r:

mentioned that, there was an Individual 
that was already In the company that 
Hattie moved around socially with, and 
attended dances with; 1 can remember that. 
The Big Fifty was a big thing around here, 
years ago»

She could have married had she wanted.

B ! nga: Oh yes, there is no doubt about that.

Jacox: The Big Fifty was a club?

Bi nga: Yes, it was a club, and they had dances on 
Christmas, and after 1 got old enough to be 
In the social setting, you know, 1 was 
eighteen, nineteen, or twenty years old - 
something like that, 1 remember having 
attended their affairs. And she — theater 
or at social affairs, you'd see these two 
individuals, but Mrs, Walker had so far as 
1 know, no influence one way or another. 1 
don't think it would have made a particle 
of difference to her.

P1umme r: No.

Jacox: Tell me something, do you remember the other 
houses on the block, say for example, the 
house that would be 112, 11*f?

B f nga: Yes, 1 remember all of them; I've been in 
everyone of them.

Jacox: Do you know anything about— ? Now we were 
looking at some pictures. This would be 112.

B1nga: But, this is Reverend Bowler's home, J.
Andrew Bowler's home, and listen, let me tell 
you about him. The Afro treated him in one 
of their things here just several weeks ago, 
so anything that you would want to know about
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whole lot of trouble. His daughter was 
teaching in the public school system, and 
the Virginia Educational Association, which 
is 1 seem to remember was Black, as opposed 
to Virginia something else, that was white, 
instituted a class suit for equalization of 
pay for Black teachers.. And J. Andrew Bowler's 
daughter, Antoinette, her maiden name was 
Bowler of course, and 1 think she was married 
to one of her husbands at that time, because 1 
think she was married some two or three times; 
but anyway, It was she who was the person who 
represented a class suit for equalization of 
the teachers' pay.

Jacox: Oh, she was the teacher who was—

B ¡nga : This is right. She lost her job, incidentally.

Jacox: About what year was that?

P1ummer: It must have been '33, 1933« It must have 
been somewhere in the thirties, middle 
thirties somewhere in there. •

BInga : '34 or '35. 1 tell you what, it was getting 
to be Picott time now, Rupert Picott, because 
you see, Rupert left the school system, and 
losing his job he headed up the Virginia 
Teachers Association.

Jacox: Is this the Rupert Picott who is the—

B 1n g a : In history in Washington.

Jacox: The Association for the Study of Afro-American 
Life and History?

B i nga: That's right, in Washington; Carter Woodson, 
yes. That's the same one, that's the same one.



85

Now this house here.

Jacox: Did this house look like this?

B i nga: Yes, just identical.

Jacox: 112, How a bout 1 1 *♦ ?

B i nga: Now 114? Walt a minute, wait a minute, 
wait a minute.

P1ummer: That's where Lillian H, Payne lived; 114.

BInga: Yes, Lillian Payne lived in this house, but 
let me tell you something else very, very 
significant about this house, but check it 
out; 1 think I'm right, Oliver Hill, Martin 
A, Martin, and Spottswood Robinson had a law 
Firm in this building, right here. This is 
the building in which, if I'm not greatly 
mistaken and 1 don't think 1 am, is the 
building that all of the plans for the 
Princess Anne suit were promulgated.

Jacox: What year was - was that 1954?

BInga: This was prior to '54, because if you 
remember the case came up, and was postponed, 
and all of that jazz, but they were in this 
building on Leigh Street. Now, Maggie 
Walker's house Is right here, right?

Jacox: Yes.

B i nga: This is right, and then.there is the Bowler 
house. And then this house, now who was 
living in that house originally, 1 don't 
know.
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J acox : How about — 1 can pretty much check the 
records and find out who was living there, 
but f wonder what it looked like?

B ? nga : It looked —  it had a porch on it, 1 remember 
that. This porch and stoop, 1 mean this 
stoop is new. It had a roof similar to this 
one,

Jacox: On the porch?

B Jnga: On the porch, on the front porch.

Jacox: Was it wood, or?

B i nga : It was wood, it was wood.

Jacox: These two houses are 116 and 118. That's 
how they look now, 1 was wondering—

BInga: Wait a minute now, wait a minute, wait a 
minute, wait a minute, wait a minute. 1 
was wrong, this is Lillian Payne's house, 
next to Bowler.

P 1ummer: That's right.

B I n g a : This is the house, this Is the corner here, 
isn't it?

J a c o x : 114 would have been Lillian Payne's house?

B t nga: That's right. All right, 1 don't remember 
too much about this house, but 1 thought 1 
was looking at the corner. This is the 
building that I'm talking about that Hill, 
Martin, and Robinson were in when they 
fought for civil rights.
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Jacox: How about when Maggie Walker lived there; do 
you remember?

B i nga : There were porches here; you remember that, 
Be rnetta?

P1umme r: Yes o

B i nga: There were porches on all of these houses—

P1umme r: On all those houses.

B 1nga : and roofs over the porches.

Jacox: Do you know whether they were wood, or cast 
i ron?

P1umme r: They were wood.

B i nga: Let me see, they were wood. They did not have 
any of the ornateness of the houses on the 
west. If you had some pictures of houses on 
the west, you'll notice that they've got some 
filigree up around the porch, top of the 
porch, and the like. These houses for some 
reason, or another, never had that; they all 
just had wooden porches with wooden roofs, 1 
mean with tin roofs. Then of course, they 
came on out on the side here.

Jacox: Oh, these roofs were tin, were they?

B1nga: (What?)

' Jacox: 1 said, you said the roofs were tin?

B1nga: Yes, as oppossed to slate, 1 mean the top 
of the roofs, the roofs of the porches were
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tin, is what 1 was trying to say, There were 
porches just like this on everyone of these 
houses,

Jacox: Okay, 1 see that. Now here is the side of 
the corner house,, Now this is 118, and now 
this is along North Second Street,

B 1 nga: Right, right.

Jacox: Can you remember?

Binga: ThTs is the office, right here is w h e r e  a l l  
of the civil rights thing 1 am talking about 
took place, because that is where Oliver's 
office was.

Jacox: But when Maggie Walker was alive, was all of 
t h 1 s__

B i nga: It looks like to me there was a porch - a 
fence along here.

%

Jacox: Was there a porch on the side of the house, 
because this is sort of like an indentation 
off the street.

B i nga: 1 don't know, 1 don't know, 1 don't know.

P1ummer: A porch on the side?

Jacox: Yes

P1ummer: There wasn't a porch on the side. You mean 
the house?

B inga: Going down Second Street?

*
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P 1 uinmer:

B i nga : 

Jacox:

B Inga:

Jacox: 

B i nga : 

Jacox: 

B !nga :

No, there wasn't» The Glasgows lived in 
that house at one time; there was no porch.

I don't seem to remember that»

Now here is the alley, we are on North Second 
Street, Now this building is, now—

That's relatively new. That was a laundry 
and you can see that it was added on to this 
dwelling here and a portion of the porch, 
and I can remember when this was built. And 
this is cinder block, as I recall, and a por
tion of the porch was integrated to bring 
that property from the property line here out 
to the st reet line.

This is, I think this is 602 North Second 
Street; I'm not quite sure.

That should be, that should be, should be
6 0 2,

And how about this, \ guess that would be 
60^, Can you remember that?

Yes, well now oddly enough, I remember that 
as an dwelling. Now let Bernetta look at it, 
but I remember that as a dwelling.

And here's the alley that went back to Maggie 
Walker's garage, this alley right here.

Now over here was one of the finest things 
Richmond has ever had on this site here, 
True Reformers Hall.

P 1 u m m e  r : T r u e  R e f o r m e r s  Hall
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Jacox: True Reformers Hall?

B i nga : True T-r-u-e R-e-f-o-r-m-e-r-s.

Jacox: That's on the immediate right of the alley?

B i nga: Of this alley.

P1umme r: That's righto

B inga: And It was at least three stories high, and 
it had an auditorium that could seat—

P1umme r: And dance hall.

B i nga: Yes. That auditorium, Bernetta, could seat 
400 people easily; wouldn't you think so?

P1umme r: That's true, that's true.

B i nga: Because we used to have Queen of Mays there; 
remembe r?

P1umme r: We surely did.

Jacox: You use to have who there?

Blnga & 
P1ummer: Queen of Mays.

B i nga: That was a little thing that youngsters—

PIummer: Enterta i nment.

Jacox: Oh, Queen of Mays, like—
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B Inga :

Jacox :

B inga : 

P 1ummer: 

B i nga:

P 1ummer: 

B i nga :

P 1u m m e r :

B !nga: 

Jacox:

Yes, use to be like a maypole thing; you 
are familiar with a maypole thing? Well 
we called it Queen of Mays.

Let me ask you something; with the True 
Reformers being so close to Maggie Walker's 
house, there was no conflict there?

No, no conflict.

No conflict, they didn't live there.

No, I'm telling you, and if there was a 
conflict, I think we, even as children 
would ha^e known about it, but these folks 
got along fantastically; they all went about 
their way. They'd help each other, and it 
may have been survival that dictated it, 
because this was all Blacks had. And truth
fully I think, even at the risk at being 
contradicted, that was an era in which 
there was more cohesiveness and more 
homogeneousness than any other era that I 
can reca11.

That's true.

And each of them had something to be very, 
very proud of. John Mitchell, Maggie Walker, 
Old Man Brown, Jackson - Gi1es Jackson; all 
of them had something going for them, but 
none of them had any animosity or any 
jealousy that I know anything about.

And the True Reformers Bank was located in 
the building.

Right, it was.

Oh, on North Second Street?
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P 1 ultime r : 

B i nga: 

Jacox:

B î nga :

Jacox: 

B i nga:

Jacox: 

B i nga:

« Jacox:

It became a part of the Consolidated Bank.

Yes.

Did you know anything about Governor Trinkle, 
Eo Lee Trinkle and Maggie Walker?

E. Lee Trinkle? No, I don't, but I'm not 
surprised at there being a relationship 
because let me tell you something else 
that's a deviation from that, Joe Wright, 
Bernetta, who used to visit us and lived 
with us before he married and moved down 
to North Carolina, was kicked out of Hampton 
because Governor E. Lee Trinkle was invited 
there to speak at Founder's Day,

What year was that?

This is got to be 1929, or 1930, Is that 
somewhere right during Trinkle's administra- 
t i on?

I don't know exactly the year of his administra 
tion but it was during her time.

Well the reason I know it was, because this 
friend of mine told me, and he came out to 
West Virginia finally, because that was where 
I met him, in school. But here is what 
Trinkle said: "Ladies and gentlemen, and my 
colored friends," and about twenty-five or 
so of the students just got up and walked out, 
and they got kicked out of Hampton. And he 
was out of school a year before he was able 
to get back, because he was considered a 
ra bble-rou s e r. I

I wonder, well on the one hand now, |'ve 
read a reference, and I can't recall it all 
in my head right now, about them being 
f r i end 1y.
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B!nga: ( don't have any doubts about that, but she 
would not have any control over a thing of 
that kind.

Jacox: But, from the way people thought then, he 
might have thought he was saying something 
positive.

B i nga : He thought he was, this is what I'm showing, 
the ignorance of him. But you can see the 
perception of those Black youngsters had of 
what that meant, and I'm sure he never forgot 
that either. But 1 would not be at all sur
prised that Mrs. Walker might have had a 
dialogue or something going between Trlnkle 
and herself. He was a very close friend of 
Magg ie Walker.

Jacox: We were just recently saying something about 
where on the corner of Second and Leigh 
Streets there is presently a gas station; 1 
was wondering what was - what was there then?

B!nga: There was a house there.

P 1 umnter: There was a house.

BInga : In fact,there were houses all the way down to 
the Price place, and if l remember correctly, 
aside from that house, Old Man Price owned 
all of that property.

P1 ummer: That's right and Mrs. Haskins, a Mrs. Has
kins. That was when you were saying something 
about the Jacksons down on Broad Street.

Jacox: Giles Jackson?

P1ummer: No, no, no, a family of Jacksons.



B J nga : On Sixth St reet?

P1umme r: No, down on Fourteenth, back of the church.

B i nga: Oh, you mean you're talking about Billie 
Paxton's wife's people; Eleanor Jackson?

P1umme r: No, i'm talking about down on Broad Street, 
back of the—

B i nga: First African?

P1ummer: First African Baptist Church,

B i nga : Well, that's too far back for me, because 
i don't remember any houses down there.

P1umme r: You mean, that anybody lived there?

B i nga: No, 1 don't ever remember any houses. There 
was a little house behind First African where 
the Sunday School used to meet in, in a little 
building.

P1umme r: No, the Dabney's lived there.

B 1 nga j Is that right? Well, that's all the building 
1 ever remember there.

Jacox: Well anyway, on Second and Leigh, so you are 
saying there used to be houses there?

B i nga: All along.

P1umme r: A11 houses.
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J acox: 

B i n g a :

P 1ummer : 

B!nga:

Jacox: 

B i nga: 

Jacox:

BInga:

Do you know about what time that gas 
station - when it changed, and they 
built that gas station there? Was it 
during Maggie Walker's time?

All right, well let me see now. I tell 
you, let's go back to Puss Owens, and 
let's go back to, we are talking about 
Puss and Grace, and all of them went down 
there, and had that automobile accident. 
Was Rita James? That was in '3^, !30 - 
wait a minute now, it could have been in 
'35, wasn't she? '3^, or '35. ‘35.

I can tell you, I can tell you.

Well somewhere in there, we are trying to 
get ball-park here now. That service 
station was - those houses were pulled 
down, and that service station was put 
there in the late twenties, or early 
thirties.

So Maggie Walker was still alive7

Oh Lord yes, yes!

What did people think about having a 
service station; was it a prestige thing, 
or was it—

No, I don't thing it was always a service 
station, because I seem to remember they 
pulling that property down, and Puss 
Owens, who was a young fellow out of 
Oxford, North Carolina whose uncle was 
Marshall Sheppard, who was in the State - 
in Congress, in the United States Congress. 
He was in the State Legislature for 
Pennsylvania for awhile-. But anyhow, Puss 
was a very agressive guy, and he was trying 
to get an Esso franchise, and he fought, 
and fought, and fought, and fought. They 
agreedto sell him gas.

END OF TAPE FIVE
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[TAPE SIX]

B i nga : Oh, this is a woman?

Jacox: Ella,

B i nga: Yes, Ella Hudson!

P1umme r: Ella Hudson, sure!

B i nga: Ella Hudson.

Jacox: Why would they call her Rieves?

B inga: Why? Because she is probably married, 
because the period we are talking about 
was way back in the twenties. Yes, Ella 
Hudson, and Maggie Walker was very, very 
fond of her. It was thought at one time 
that maybe, maybe there was some competition 
between Ella Hudson and Hattie for that slot, 
but 1 don't know whether there was or not; 
you know what 1 mean.

Jacox: Is she alive now?

BInga: 1 couldn't tell you to save my life.

Jacox: Wei 1 someone gave me—

BInga: That's probably her married name, Had you 
not said Ella, 1 wouldn't have known who 
you were talking about.

Jacox: Mr. Mitchell told me.

B i nga: Well he would remember her.
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J acox: Well, 1 thought her name was Rieves or Reeves,

B i nga : It's possible, but her maiden name was 
Hudson.

P1ummer: That1s right,

Jacox: I'd like to ask you a question about the 
church, First African Baptist Church, Now, 
Maggie Walker was a member of that church?

P1umme r: Right,

Jacox: Did she visit a lot of other churches too, or?

P1umme r: Well, when she went to church - she went to 
the other churches for meetings, but for her 
service she went to the First African Baptist 
Church,

Jacox: Was she very personally religious, very 
reli g i ou s?

P1umme r: Yes,

B i nga: Deeply religious.

Plummer: Deep 1y religious.

B i nga: 1 would - that would be my assessment.

Jacox:
1

Tell me something, in the neighborhood that 
Maggie Walker lived during that time—

P1umme r: It was a beautiful neighborhood
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B f nga: It was something else, it was something else

Jacox: Was that the wealthiest, not the wealthiest, 
but the upper strata of the Black community?

B i nga : Yes, if there was such a thing as upper 
strata. Now listen, there was a Dr. Ramsey 
who was a dentist that lived the fourth door 
down,

Jacox: Was that west, or east?

B i nga: West. 1 am going from west, going east now. 
The second house to him was—

P1umme r: The Millers.

B i nga: No. Which Miller; the printer?

P1umme r: No, he came here from Georgia and they had a 
store, a shoe store down on Broad Street; 
Conrad Miller.

B i nga: Oh, Con rad Miller.

P1umme r: Yes, that was the next house.

B i nga: Then the next house was 110 which was the 
first 110. That's the house that Dr. Leon 
Reid lived in. Now Dr. Leon Reid's widow 
lives next door to us now.

P 1 ummer: Well, pardon me; Dr. W. T. Johnson, didn't 
he live i n—

B i nga: 1 only remember him living down on Eighth 
Street, and moving from Eighth Street up 
here on__
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P1ummer: Well, he lived in the block,,

B i nga: He did?

P1umme r: Yes.

B i nga: Well, 1 wouldn't dispute you, because 1 
don't know.

P1ummer: Yes, he lived in that block.

B i nga: And then he moved down on Eighth Street 
after that?

P1umme r: That's right, that's right.

B i nga: Then that's okay, that's all right.

Jacox: Was it just - were there - ? How is it 
that they came to settle there as opposed 
to other places in the city, or other blocks?

B i nga: 1 don't know, 1 can't answer that question, 
because the only thing 1 know is that there 
was a transition that took place. Now what 
year, \ don't know, and Bernetta may remember, 
but 1 can remember when Clay Street was half 
Black and half white at a transition period. 
And the only reason that 1 remember that was, 
because the Clay Street car used to go up 
Clay Street, and 1 was on my way pass a white 
School to go to the Black high school on 
the streetcar, to Armstrong.

P1umme r: And at one time, pardon me, it was all white.

B inga: Thts is right, that is what I'm saying now, and 
as Blacks became more affluent, then they 
moved in. Now the same thing happened over
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on Leigh Street, but where it began and the 
like, | don't know. But I was in a radio 
commentary with Tucker, who was one of the 
lawyers in the civil rights thing, and he 
made the comment in this dissertation on 
radio, that the church that was on the 
corner of Fifth and Leigh Streets, which 
was Leigh Street Methodist Church - it 
finally became Wesleyan Methodist Church and 
moved over on Church Hill; that they sold 
that church to a Black congregation-with a 
covenant In the sale, that Blacks could not 
go into the front of the church off Leigh 
S t reet.

That's true.

But they could go into the church off Fifth 
Street, so I am assuming that from Fifth 
Street, east was still white, and from Fifth 
Street, west was beginning to be Black.

Did they refer to that neighborhood back then 
as - now referred to as Jackson Ward - did they 
refer to it as that then?

Well you see, strangely enough Jackson Ward is 
a misnomer to me, in terms of my childhood, 
because Jackson Ward meant to me: First Street, 
St. James Street, St. John Street, St. Paul 
Street, St, Peter Street, that was Jackson 
Ward to me- Hill Street.

Just those streets?

Those streets, and I'm talking about from 
Duvall Street, north. Now, 1 can't tell you 
what I remember the other part of the same 
section of town was called; I don't think 
it was called anything. ’ 1

1 don't think so, either.
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B i nga: In other words, if 1 met somebody and they 
said "Where do you live?" "1 live on Clay 
Street." That was it, 1 didn't live in 
Jackson Ward. Jackson Ward was__

P1ummer: North.

B i nga: very much north. Now there wasn't any 
stigma attached to it; it was just a matter 
of location, you understand? Now, 1 would 
be very devious, and 1 think you can see 
where I'm coming from if someone asked me, 
"Say, where do you live?" 1 say, "1 live 
107 East Leigh Street." 107 East Leigh 
Street was altogether different from two- 
something West Leigh Street. Because if there 
was such a thing as what you may remember 
having heard about Harlem's Striver's Row, 
from First Street, east on Leigh, some of 
the most influential and some of the more 
comfortable lived., Now incidentally, not 
a single one of these people that you've 
heard us talk about, lived in what we 
remember as Jackson Ward. Old Man Brown, 
and 1 was very careful, 1 picked out Duvall 
Street, Old Man Brown lived on Jackson 
Street, which is a block away, block this 
side. He was a True Reformer, no, National 
Ideal, Old Man Brown. And all of these 
people, Old Man Brown that started the other 
thing that lived on First Street, 1 mean on 
Second Street up there across from Old 
Slaughter's Hotel, all of these people did 
not live in what we remember out of our child 
hood as Jackson Ward.

Jacox: So that neighborhood wasn't called anything; 
it was just—

BInga & 
P1ummer: No.

Jacox: It wasn't called - well how would you— . 
Now, Maggie Walker lived on what you would 
refer to as?



B i nga: She lived at 110 East Leigh Street, All 
you would say is "Where does Mrs, Walker 
live?" "She lives on Leigh Street, between 
First and Second." That's all; she didn't 
live in Jackson Ward, not out of my child
hood .

Jacox: Now, Jackson Ward in your childhood; what 
kind of a neighborhood was that?

B i nga : It was a conglomerate of different classes 
of people. I'll tell you what; one of the 
finest physicians we had, Dr, Moon, lived 
out in Jackson Ward.

Jacox: Moon?

BInga : Moon, M-o-o-n,

P1umme r: And Dr, Jefferson.

B i nga : Dr. Jefferson lived out in what we would 
consider Jackson Ward.

P1ummer: He lived on First Street.

B i nga: Right.

P1ummer: North.

B !nga: Across from the Catholic School.

P 1 ummer: That's right.

B i nga: So 1 think it may be semantics, or it may be 
just a matter of interpretation.

Jacox: No, 1 just - that was one of the reasons—



B ! n g a : And, 1 tel] you what else. To be 
perfectly candid with you, 1 think it 
would depend upon what aged Black you 
asked that question. And you just might 
get a different answer from anyone who 
you asked, if you asked say ten people 
and gave a two year margin in age,

Jacox: 1 just wanted to get an idea of what you 
called your neighborhood as opposed to 
what we now in 1981 call your neighbor
hood „

B i nga: Now I've gotten very, very friendly with 
the granddaughter of Giles Jackson, and 
she wrote a thing that she sent me the 
other day.

Jacox: Is that Mrs. 1ves.

B i nga: Mrs. Ives. She was in our home just over 
the Christmas, and she has done a fantastic 
amount of research, and the understanding 
that I have is that that area in which Blacks 
come into what might be considered their 
home as opposed to where maybe they ever had 
recently lived, all that might have been con
sidered Jackson Ward, because in her thing, 1 
think she gives some boundaries. But—

Jacox: Is this the article that she has__

Binga; No. The one I have, the one she gave me is 
a booklet on her grandfather and where he 
was born, and when he came to Richmond to 
live, and the whole thing.

Jacox: Maybe I'll write her and ask her about that.

B i nga : You ask her, because she has done a fantastic 
Frankly, 1 can understand how in research you
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have so much material, but if you have any 
problems in that, and haven't heard from 
Pat by the time you need that, you call me 
and I will loan you the copy that she gave 
me, That will give you the information, 
you know, that we are talking about.

Now, there's one other thing I wanted to ask 
you, briefly. This is more about yourself 
than it is about Maggie Walker,

One of the things that I noticed when we were 
interviewing, for example, Mrs, Mamie Crawford 
is that she had a lot more interesting things 
to say when we got off the tape. She started 
talking about what she did when she left 
Philadelphia - oh, excuse me, not Philadelphia, 
Richmond, She, for example, moved to Wash
ington, D,C, and she talked about how it was 
for Blacks to live in Washington, D.C. and I 
found that pretty interesting. You were say
ing, for example, that you lived in Harlem at 
a time when—

Harlem was in its heyday.

And if you could say a little bit about your
selves, just to sort of give us a perspec
tive on what kind of background you were 
coming from in terms of, you know, where 
you lived and what you did. So why don11 
you tell me a little bit about what you 
did when you left Richmond, and became a 
young adult and whatever.

I went to New York and went to Columbia; I 
went to New York to go to Columbia, and 
lived a very interesting life, I lived with 
Dr, Desmond when I first went to New York, 
who was our relative. He said it was too 
much trouble, he said when I came into the 
family, he said "Bernetta, it's just too 
much trouble to worry about the kin, so 
you are my sister." So we went to all the 
affairs, and I was introduced in Harlem, and



I used to go to the affairs as I said, when 
Harlem was in its heyday.

Jacox: Did you know Madame Walker at that time?

6 i nga: Yes o

P1ummer: 1 knew her very well; 1 knew her mother, 
and father, and her sister.

Jacox: That1s i nterest i ng.

P1ummer: Knew them very well, and used to go to their 
home, 1 mean socially you know.

Jacox: How about Columbia, did you end up going 
there, to Barnard?

P1ummer: Yes, 1 got my baccalaureate, and my master's 
degree.

Jacox: What did you study?

P1ummer: At first general education, and then 1 
specialized in guidance. 1 majored in guidance 
and 1 became a counselor before 1 retired.

Jacox: Was that the time that Franz Boas was there 
at Columbia, and what's her name, Zora Neal 
Hurston? Was that before you, or after you?

P1ummer: 1 do not recall you see, 1 went to Teacher's 
College and 1 do not - it's been so long. 1 
probably did, but it's been so long now.

Jacox: What year did you go?



P1umme r: Let's see, you know, dates go out of my 
mind, I'd have to go back and look at 
my records.

Jacox: Oh, that's okay.

J acox: How about you; did you ever leave Richmond?

B!nga; Yes, 1 left Richmond. 1 was away from here 
during the time 1 was in college, West 
Virginia State and 1 - but 1 consider Richmond 
my home, 1 was here for a little longer 
period than Bernetta was because Bernetta 
was away maybe as much as ten years.
Weren't you; nearly ten years?

P1umme r: 1 went to New York In, 1 went to New York in 
nineteen — Daddy died in?

B i nga: 1919 =

P1umme r: 1919= Then 1 went to New York in 1913=

B 1 nga: Well that's six years.

P1ummer: Then 1 came back.

B i nga: You see, you were away much longer than 1, 
but that's the only time I've been away. 
But our mother, 1 think, has inspired in 
us the kind of thing to belong, and to 
pull on your oar.

Jacox: Pull on your what?

B1nga: Oar. 1 mean, you know, pay your dues in 
other words. And 1 am glad this isn't being 
recorded because it does make you a little 
sensitive. I'm trying to be as honest as 1 
can with you,



Jacox: Oh wait! This is be ing reco rd ed .

Binga: Oh well, 1 don1't have any problem with that

1 , a s 1 said, 1 wen t to work with the firm
that I'm working with, I've been working - 
I'm retired now, but I go in almost every 
day, but I came with the Scott firm in 1931» 
so that was fifty years ago, the seventh of 
last month. Now, don't laugh at this, but 
I married the boss's daughter the first time, 
but that just happened; that was a situation 
in which it actually occurred.

Jacox: Well, somebody has to marry her,

Binga: (Laughter.) That's right! And we decided
that maybe everybody would have a whole lot 
of respect for us if we separated. So we 
divorced but kept our friendship up until 
her death here, three years ago.

Binga: We have a daughter and she's - Bernetta talks
with her more frequently than I really, on 
the phone. She's in New York, White Plains; 
just yesterday, yes.

Now, I don't know how this happened, but I 
supposed it's the outgrowth of one thing 
leading into another. After I retired I did 
not have any more time than I have now, but 
somehow or other I got involved, I was 
appointed to the Human Relations Commission 
by City Council when it had its inception, 
and prior to that, I was a member of the 
what was called the Biracial Commission. Now 
the Biracial Commission did not have the clout 
that the Richmond Human Relations Commission 
has, infact, this other thing was called a 
committee and, but when the Commission came 
into being, I was appointed to it and I've 
served - i had an interruption of two years, 
but I've served on It since then. Now out 
of It, you make a circle of friends, and it 
just fans out.
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I got involved in the United Way, I got on 
the Evaluation Committee of the United Way, 
then we—

Mother could't get you in the United Way when 
she was there»

Yes, yes this is the point, I didn't have the 
Mother was one of the first Blacks that took 
the United Way's system for the benefit of 
Blacks, My mother had a whole heck of a lot 
of something up here too, because there were 
times f can remember out of my childhood - 
that Guild ■? what was that Gui 1 d woman1 s name? 
But anyhow, she'd get on the telephone and 
she could get more accomplished on the tele
phone than - by knowing the right people to—

More what?

She could get more done for our people, I 
never will forget it; right after the war 
we had a milk thing for the poor and Mother 
found out about it and called June Guild,that 
was the woman's name, and called June Guild 
and told her that she had pulled together a 
list of some thirty-odd people who would 
qualify for milk for their children. And 
sure enough, here comes Richmond Dairy on 
over there and Mother had them unload the 
milk at the church, and then there was a 
regular thing; people would come and pick 
the milk up,

About what year was that?

Oh, my father died in 1919; 1921, '22, right 
in there, because I went into high school in 
1925, and it was before I went into high 
school, but those are the things* Then I 
got out of interacting with the United Way, 
and 1 got involved with the Bethlehem Center,
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which is a community center over here on the 
Northside, and I was president of it for two 
years. And I just rotated off with Dr. Lee, who 
is with the school board, succeeded me. But 
I have been most active all that other period 
before I retired in my professional endeavors. 
In our organization we have a local, and we 
have a state, and we have a national organi
zation.

Jacox: For your?

Binga: Yes, for our funeral services; this is right.

So that's about the sum total, you know, in 
capsule form of what my iterests are. But 
I say to you, and I did not realize what I 
was saying, but I think I can reiterate it 
without any selfishness at all. Any man 
who stays in the funeral business for ten 
years has got to be motivated because he 
loves people. There is no doubt about it, 
you couldn't do it in any other way. It's 
too time consuming, too confining in reward, 
and you just have to love people, and love 
crusading and that's as I said, most of the 
organizations that you see in— . The guy - 
listen, let me tell you this, and then I'll 
quit. The man who inspired the youngsters 
to start the closing of Prince Edward schools 
in 1952 was a funeral director. These 
youngsters came by his funeral home that 
morning and said, "We are not going back to 
that segreated school." He said, "Well now,
I can't encourage you to be rebellious, but 
if you all feel that that's the way you want 
to do it, I'll stand behind you." So sure 
enough, they didn't go and as you know, 
history proves that place was closed down 
for some eight, or nine years with no elemen
tary education for any of those Blacks in 
Prince Edward County in Farmville. But this 
is the furneral director in Farmvi11e,but - 
Bland was his name.

We're certainly grateful to you for the time 
that you enabled us to share with you what 
we could remember.



P 1 ummer: We- 1 certainly enjoyed it,

Jacox: I'm grateful to you „

BInga : And you might find some loose ends there 
because our memory is getting, you know,

P1umme r: That's right; and I'm so glad he was here.

B i nga r Then you can put things together, and make 
something out of it.

Jacox: Well, thank you so much.

P1umme r: And 1 hope we've given you some information 
that you can use.

Jacox: You have, I'm sure. Thanks a lot.

P1umme r: And don't forget to make the contacts for 
Mrs, Walker with Mrs. Madison Jones; you've 
got the address, don't you?

Jacox: Yes, 1 do,

P1ummer: Contact the - Mr. Brown, and Mr. Turner.

BInga: Where we used to eat, you know what 1 mean, 
when Polly would cook and—

PIummer: Well sometimes we would eat in the dining 
room, and sometimes in the kitchen.

B!nga: It was the back, in one of these. Now which 
was the kitchen, do you remember? 1 think 
this was the pantry, and 1 think—



P1ummer: And then the kitchen, the pantry was on the 
side.

B !nga : Yes.

Jacox: So you think 113» Which one?

B i nga: 1 think 114 was the pantry, and 1 think where 
we used to eat was either 1 1 3  or 105. But there 
were some handsome chandeliers in all of these 
rooms, in the living room, and the dining 
room, too.

P1ummer: And those vases!

B 1nga: And, she had some handsome crystal too, silver 
and all that stuff, 1 understand that's all 
been—

Jacox: Oh no, there is silver still, there is still 
s i1ver in the house.

[END OF TAPE SIX]



Introduction to Interview with
Mrs. Elizabeth Mitchell Walker Randolph

This interview with Mrs. Elizabeth Mitchell Walker Randolph, the youngest 
grandchild of Maggie Walker, was recorded on Monday, October 19, 1981. It 
took place at the Maggie Walker NHS, in the rocm that had been used as a 
sitting rocm by Maggie Walker. At the time of the interview, all the 
furniture had been removed from the house, and extensive repairs bo the 
flooring, plaster, electrical and plumbing systems were underway. Present 
in addition to Mrs. Randolph, were Mrs. Celia Jackson Suggs, park ranger 
at the Maggie L. Walker NHS, and Ms. Diann L. Jacox, staff historian at 
the Mid-Atlantic Regional Office of the National Park Service.

Mrs. Randolph is the youngest child of Melvin Dewitt (1897-1935), and 
Ethel Robinson Walker (1900-1983). She is the namesake of her maternal 
great-grandmother, Elizabeth Draper Mitchell. Mrs. Randolph was born in 
1924, and was ten years old vhen Maggie Walker died. She lived at her 
grandmother's house at East Leigh Street frcm birth until her parents' 
separation which she estimates to have occurred circa 1927. She then, 
along with her mother, brother and sister, moved to her maternal 
grandmother's house a few blocks away at 18 West Leigh Street, but was a 
frequent visitor to 110 East Leigh Street.

Hie overwhelming impression one gets from this interview is the tremendous 
impact that Maggie Walker made on the lives of her grandchildren, and the 
sense of family they developed as a result of living and being included in 
her extended household. Included here are discussions of the many activi- 
ties that the Walker family shared as an extended family, including family 
picnics, holiday celebrations, and visits to the family burial plot at the 
Evergreen Cemetery in Richmond, Virginia. Mrs. Randolph also speaks of 
the excitement she felt as a participant in the children's activities at 
the Independent Order of St. Luke, as well as her visits as a child to the 
St. Luke Hall to see Maggie Walker. Mrs. Randolph also has vivid
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manories of her grandmother's physical appearance, personality, personal 
preferences, and most especially, the dynamism and vitality that she 
conveyed in her speeches. She also discusses the activities and roles of 
the various adult members of the household, especially the personal care 
provided to Maggie Walker by Polly Anderson Payne and Alfonso Robinson.

A significant port ion of the interview is devoted to descriptions of the 
uses and activities in the various rooms in the house, as well as their 
appearance and furnishings while Maggie Walker was still alive. She 
discusses here many visitors and neighbors to the house, including an 
especially vivid recollection of a visit by Joe Louis, the boxer, and how 
she and her friends peeked in to see him while he played at the piano in 
the back parlor. Her description of the mood and atmosphere of the house 
when many hundreds of people came to view Maggie Walker's body during the 
wake that was held in the front parlor is quite moving.

Unfortunately this interview ended abruptly because Mrs. Randolph had to 
rush off to an appointment.

Access to Interview;

Immediately following her interview, Mrs. Randolph agreed to allow the 
general public access to the transcript and tape recordings of her 
interview.

Editing and Punctuation;

This text represents the entire recorded interview. Standard punctuation 
was used except in the following cases:

"— ." This generally appears in the middle of a paragraph, and usually 
indicates that the speaker changed the subject without completing the 
previous thought or sentence. When this abrupt shift in subject was too 
confusing to be included in the same sentence, I ended the uncompleted 
thought with a "— ." Sometimes the shift was due to a false start, or
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because the question or statement was rephrased, or because the speaker 
simply changed her mind.

".... " Usually appearing at the end of a statement, five dots indicate
that the speaker's voice trailed off before a thought or statement was 
completed, followed by a long pause.

"— " This generally appears at the end of a statement, and indicates 
an incompleted statement or question, usually because one speaker was 
interrupted by another, or several people were speaking at once.

"(Yes)" and "(No)" indicates that the affirmative or negative response 
was indicated by a body gesture, or by colloquial expressions such as 
"un-huh," "nah" or the like.
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ANNOTATIONS TO RANDOLPH TRANSCRIPT

pp. 14. Mrs. Elizabeth Draper Mitchell is misidentified here. She 
was Maggie Walker's mother.

p. 52. Mrs. Randolph makes mention here of photographs of 
Elizabeth Draper Mitchell and John Mitchell. Elizabeth 
Draper Mitchell's husband was William Mitchell, and I 
suspect that William Mitchell's rather than John Mitchell's 
photograph would have been in the hackparlor. John 
Mitchell, the editor of the Richmond Planet, was active in 
Richmond, Virginia and Jackson Ward politics, and shared 
the "lily-black" slate with Maggie Walker in 1921, when he 
ran for governor and Maggie Walker for superintendent of 
public instruction.
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Diann L. Jacox: Well today Is Monday, October 19, 1981 and
we are interviewing Mrs, Elizabeth Walker 
Randolph, granddaughter of Maggie Lena 
Walker, at the Maggie L. Walker National 
Historic Site in Richmond, Virginia.
Present, in addition to Mrs. Randolph,are 
Diann L. Jacox, myself, Historian, National 
Park Service, and Celia Jackson who is the 
Historian at the Maggie L. Walker National 
Historic Site.

First I'd like to thank you for allowing us 
to interview you. I suppose you know that 
we already interviewed your brother, and 
sister, and your cousin, Mrs. Lewis. And 
basically the things that we are going to 
talk about is Maggie Walker's sort of 
personal life, what kind of life she had in 
this house-about the house itself. You 
might remember how the rooms were laid 
out, what the various rooms were used for; 
you might remember some of the furnishings, 
we have pictures of the furnishings. We 
have a map of the house that will help jog 
your memory, and if you feel like walking 
around, although there's no furniture here, 
you might be able to, you know, get something 
out of that. We are also going to talk about 
the Order of St. Luke. I'm not sure exactly 
how much you would know about that, but maybe 
if you, you know, give us a few things here 
and there, and also about the general neighbor
hood Jackson Ward, and various people who 
lived on the street, people who associatedwith 
Maggie Walker, that sort of thing.

The first thing we'd like to talk about is the 
tape itself, and how we are going to handle 
the tape, and use the tape, once the interview 
Is completed. Our primary reason for recording 
the interviews are to - is to, provide some 
background material for the various people 
working on the house, the architects, the 

« historians. And they are going to prepare,
as she said, the General Management Plan, and 
they are going to prepare architectural plans 
for the house, biographies of , you know,
Maggie Walker, those sort of things. But one 
of the thing that we would like to discuss with 
you is this form that's called a release form. 
Basically what we are asking you to do, and 
you really have the option of doing it or not 
doing it, is to donate the tapes to us—
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Randolph: 

J acox:

RandoIph: 

J acox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Sure

once the interview - the tapes are recorded.
What we plan to do is to record these tapes, 
and produce transcripts of them. And I 
offered your sister and brother - I talked 
to them on the telephone - as well as Dr.
Lewis, you know, a xerox copy of the transcript, 
and if you want one too, we could provide that 
for you too; it's not a big deal.

But I wanted to - there is one line in here 
that asks you whether you want any restric
tions to be used on these tapes. Sometimes 
people feel that they don't want the public 
to hear it, or there are certain parts of, 
or that sort of thing, so I'll ask you a 
series of questions and that will help you 
get it into focus.

Do you wish to make the tapes available on an 
unrestricted basis to the general public?

Yes.

Do you object to us reproducing either the 
tapes, or the transcripts for distribution, 
or publication, or research use?

No, I don't object at all.

What will probably happen is that the tran
scripts are just going to be used by various 
people - they might - in other parks some
times they play back tapes for visitors, and 
I'm not sure whether we are going to do that 
or not. 1 just wanted to leave the option 
open. Okay, before you leave then, we will 
complete the forms and get your signature, 
that sort of thing.

fres.)

Let me start off by asking you a few ques
tions about yourself, and your life here at 
the house. Tell us something about yourself; 
about the year that you were born, where you 
were born, your parents, that sort of thing.
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Rando1ph: Well, I was born September 25, 1924, daughter 
of Ethel Robinson and Melvin Walker# And I 
lived here,I would 1 magine,a bout three years, 
and of course, at that time my mother and 
father was separated and I used to come back, 
you know, back and forth to see Grandmother 
and my father# And I used to remember so 
distinctly that I used to think that she was 
such a proud woman, because to see her in 
her wheelchair, and to see her making speeches 
at the St# Luke and riding in her car. And I 
was the smallest grandchild so sometimes 
I would ride on the side of her chair, you 
know, and of course, these things as a child 
were very fascinating to me, you know. And 
of course, I don't think she would have been 
able to make It without Alfonso Robinson, 
which was the chauf feu r, and Polly Payne,which 
was her adopted daughter. They were such 
wonderful people to her and to us. And of 
course, my father was employed at the Bank, 
and he was connected with the Independent 
Order of St. Luke. Maggie Laura, my cousin, 
was in the Cadet Corps# Because I was too 
small to join, and I was always hoping that 
when I got older I would be able to be a 
cadet, but in someway or another, you know, 
she died, and of course they didn't have the 
Cadet Corps; they just folded. But that was 
really one of my dreams, to be on the Cadet 
Corps for her, you know. That was one of 
the things that I really remember distinctly; 
Maggie Laura in her uniform and her cap, 
marching with the St. Lukes, because they 
used to have parades, every so often, you 
know. They'd have parades and then they'd 
have these big meetings at the various 
churches, and of course, Grandmother would 
speak and it was quite an elaborate affair, 
you know.

And another thing that I remember very 
distinctly Is when we would go down to the 
cemetery, her plot was so very large.

J a c o x ; T h i s  is a f t e r  he r  d e a t h ?
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Randolph:

Jacox:

Randolph:

Jacox:

Randolph:

After her death.

My father was burled down there too, and it 
was so large, It was instead of going from 
a mood that was like being sad, it was 
always a picnic, you know, the section was 
so very large. And we would go down and^ou 
know, just walk around and you would always 
look to wonder if such a person could really 
be buried there, you know, with the monument 
over her, and,,,,. Let me see, what else can 
I.,... Cut it off a minute, let me think.

Oh no, we don't have to stop. That's all 
right.

Maybe you can ask me some other questions, 
because I'm trying to think as I talk.

Tell me, when you were that young, did you 
have an idea of her prominence?

Oh, yes. Yes we knew because with the St, 
Lukes and with the Bank, you know, she was 
always in the public eye, and there was no 
way you could miss. I mean you were always 
very proud, even as a little girl, you know,
I was always very proud of her, because 
regardless of what people had or regardless 
of who the type of person was, she would go 
from poor - she didn't care what type of 
person It was. My mother has always told 
me that this quality I take after her, 
because I used to work in the Department 
of Parks and Recreation, and I always brought 
home a straggler, you know^ and someone who 
didn't have food, and Mother used to always 
say this was a part of Grandmother Walker.

And she was just such an outstanding dynamic 
woman, to see around the St. Luke In her 
wheelchair. We used to go around in the 
evenings and I'd go down to the printing 
press and, you know, just play around with
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Jacox: 

Randolph: 

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

the various things in the St. Luke building. 
And of course, I used to love to ride up and 
down on the elevator at the Sto Lukes, because 
Willie, I don't remember his name - Willie 
was - his last name- he was the elevator 
operator, and he never wanted anybody to 
bother the elevator but him. But being me 
I used to still ride up and down, you know. 
Usually we'd get caught. But the same with 
meet 1ngs - were things that we looked forward 
to too. Of course I wasn't living here then, 
but most of our friends belonged to the St. 
Lukes. Of course It was always a, you know, 
a big thing for us because we would go to 
meetings and our matron would — a lot of 
times they would have little parties, and 
have little candy and things like that. And 
the fountain at the St. Luke^hat was in the 
ya rd.

Where was that; in the courtyard?

In the courtyard.

Was that in the front or the back?

That's on the side.

And of course that used to always be running 
and it was just..... I rate my childhood life 
as very fascinating, but of course« I always 
wished that my mother and father could have 
gone back together, but that never happened, 
but so we have to go on.

How often did you come back to the house, 
once you had moved with your ~ did you move 
with your other grandmother?

Yesi See that was only two blocks away, so 
It was nothing for us to, you know, just 
run the two blocks, and my sister or my 
brother and I would come. I always wanted
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Jacox:

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

to stay here; I never wanted to leave, so I 
came back quite often, And of course, there 
wasn't - I just had to stay with my mother. 
It was just one of those things that, you 
know, at that particular time you didn't 
stay with your father, you went with your 
mother, but I always really wanted to live 
here, because I just enjoyed Grandmother. 
She was such a, such a pleasant person to 
everybody, you know.

Go ahead, ask me some more.

You were saying something about her speeches 
What kind of public speaker was she, and 
what did she— do you remember any of the 
topics?

No, I can't remember any of her topics, but 
I used to always remember her - I didn't 
remember her walking, I only remembered her 
In the whee1chaIr.

But you think, you know that she was -

Veil, at one time she did; she used to stand 
for her speeches, but I only remembered her 
in the wheel chai r.

But well, the Independent Order of St. Luke 
was from all out of town, so whenever they 
had parades, and she made speeches and the 
busses and the people and everything came - 
everybody came and you sat in your partícula 
group, like maybe Maryland, or maybe Washing 
ton, and Richmond under your matrons. But I 
can't remember anything about her speeches;
I rea 11y can't.

What was the Cadet Corps; was that the same 
thing as the Juvenile Department of the St. 
Luke?

Right.



7

Jacox:

Rando1ph;

Jacox:

Ra ndo1ph:

Jacox:

Randolph;

And what were the meetings like, I mean what 
did you do as children in the Juvenile Depart 
ment?

Well now in the Cadet Corps, of course, you 
know, 1 never got to that, but In the meet
ings we talked about the Independent Order. 
That's vague; I can't remember really what 
went on in the meetings, but I remember they 
used to always have little favors, you know. 
They would talk, and of course I can't 
remember conversations then.

Why don't we talk about your grandmother her
self, and things about her personal life.
What would you say - you said a little bit 
about her #personality and demeanor. Could 
you elaborate a little bit, I mean what kind 
of person did she come across to you as?
What Impressed you about her?

Well, I always thought she was very strong, 
and that when she spoke, she could just bring 
the crowd - let the audience feel just as 
she felt, you know. I thought she was a 
very dynamic speaker, and she was so impress
ive, and just people, just in general, just 
looked like they loved her so. They loved her

Do you remember anybody ever commenting, or 
it being a topic of conversation, the fact 
that she was a female, that she was a woman 
and doing all of these things; I mean, was 
it ever discussed positively, negatively, or 
in any way, as you can remember?

Well, not really. A lot of people had asked 
me if I wanted to follow in her footsteps, 
but I just didn't feel that that was - that 
I could follow in her footsteps, I really 
didn't. At one time I wanted to work In the
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Jacox:

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Independent Order of St, Luke when I was 
younger, and then as 1 got older, I got 
involved more or less in sports recreation, 
and this was really my field, and that's why 
I never got involved with the Bank, or the 
Independent, It just wasn't my field, you 
know, but I really think some of us should 
have, you know, really gone deeper into it, 
you know, tried to keep it together; but 
as you get older, everybody leaves town and 
move, and you know.

Did you stay here, I mean you grew up in 
Richmond and—

Yes, I grew up in Richmond. I grew up at 18 
West Leigh, ’

Js that your grandmother's house?

Yes, that's my Grandmother Robinson's house, 
and I grew up there, and of course, it 
wasn't very far from here. And my grandmother 
died In '34 and I was ten, and my father died 
the following year in '35- And at that particu
lar time, I felt like my world had crumbled;
I don't know why, because I didn't live here. 
But I remember sitting on the steps when she - 
when her body was laid out, and they would 
come In the front door, they would view the 
body. They'd come by the body, come out in the 
ha 11a and come out through the library, and 
being, you know, quite young I would sit on 
the steps, and the flow of people never 
stopped, you know. And I used to think, people 
must have loved her so much, because look at 
the people - school kids that probably didn't 
even really know her, but knew her name, you 
know. But it was such a tremendous flow of 
people just coming at all times, and it just 
caught my eye because I would sit on the 
steps for many hours, and when it was time to 
eat, they would always find me on the steps,
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Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox:

Randolph:

Jacox:

Rando1ph: 

Jacox:

Rando1ph:

you know. I remember standing, looking in 
her casket, wondering if — why did she have 
to go; couldn't she have stayed, because 
she was such a good person.

Where was she laid out at; downstairs?

She was laid out downstairs, in the front 
room.

Was that the place that they called the front 
parlor?

Right, You see, they came in the door, and 
they viewed the body; they came through the 
back, through the hall and went through the 
library out, out the library door.

The library exit, so that was used; the 
library door was used at that t i m e ?

It was used at that time, (yes).

Do you remember the circumstances of her 
death, t mean, what - exactly what occurred; 
whether she was sick, or confined?

Well, I remember her being in a coma. I don't 
remember an illness that was too long. I 
remember her being in a coma, and I remember, 
you know, that she was in bed for about two 
weeks. We would come to the door very q u ie t l y ;  
she would just be, you know, sleep. But I 
don't remember how long she was sick, but to 
my knowledge, it was a very, it was a very 
short period. Because I think she went up 
until she couldn't go any more, you know, 
because Alfonso had taken her in and out of 
the bed, you know, like a baby. But I don't 
remember really how long she was sick, and I 
don't remember the circumstances, you know,



Jacox:

Ra ndo]ph: 

Jacox:

Rando1ph: 

Jacox:

Rando1ph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

of death. I remember they saying, you know, 
that she was dead, but you know in those 
days they kept so much from children, you 
know, because that was so long ago.

Do you - you don't know what was the cause 
of her death was, do you?

No.

Let me ask you about - you mentioned Polly 
Payne. You said that she was like a daughter 
t o —

She was her adopted daughter.

But did she also work for her, I mean I always 
referred to her as the maid, but is that—

Well, this is what she wanted to do. She 
thought no one could do for Grandmother like 
she could, and she just did everything. She 
Just had charge of the house, she took over 
everything; she took over the house. And of 
course, Alfonso had to take over her, you 
know, as to getting her in and out of the bed. 
Because she was a very heavy woman, and of 
course, Alfonso was very short, but stocky, 
and I always wondered how he could handle 
Grandmother, but he'd pick her up in his 
arms like she was nothing.

Oh, and take her—

And put her in the wheelchair, and then they 
would roll her, and naturally they would use 
the elevator to take her down. And the car 
would be in the back, and they'd roll her 
down the,ramp and into the car.



J acox: Into the back of the car?

Randolph: Yes.

Jacox: Let me ask you about Polly Payne though.

Now was she like a. - do you know when your 
grandmother met her, how long she - would 
you call her an employee, or a family member 
or what? 1 can't exactly get a handle on 
what she was.

Rando1ph: 1 would call her a family member, but Polly 
Just took over the house. She just, she 
just took over the house, but we always 
thought of her as a member of the family, 
you know, but she did everything In the house, 
because she didn't want anybody else to do it.

Jacox: What did you call her when you were a kid?

Randolph: Polly.

Jacox: And what did Mrs. Walker, your grandmother, 
call her; same thing?

Randolph: 1 think she called her Polly too, but we all 
called her Polly*, and Alfonso, we called 
Alfonso.

Jacox: What happened to her after your grandmother 
died?

Rando1ph: Well she stayed here for years, and then 
because Aunt Hattie was here, and then she 
went to Chicago with Maggie Laura, and that's 
where she died.

Jacox: Oh, did she 11ve—



Randolph: She was living with Maggie Laura when she 
died.

Jacox: Was she living - was your Aunt Hattie living 
there also?

Randolph: Aunt Hattie was there too.

Jacox: Who died first; your Aunt Hattie or Polly?

Rando1ph: 1 think Polly died first, 1 think she did, 1 
think she died first.

Jacox: Was she older than your Aunt Hattie?

Randolph: Well you know, as 1 remember, Polly never 
changed. She always from what 1 can remember, 
she always was a — she never was young to me, 
you know, and she never changed. She had a 
little ball.of hair back here. She was chubby, 
and just as sweet as she could be, but she 
never changed. You know like sometimes you 
say well, "Gee!, you certainly have changed," 
but Polly looked the same age to me ever since 
11ve known he r.

Jacox: Was she married?

Rando1ph: She was married to Maurice; that's all 1 
know. 1 think he was related to Maggie 
Walker.

Jacox: To your grandmother?

Randolph: To my grandmother, 1 think, because he's 
buried in her plot.
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J acox: 

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Rando1ph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Oh, do you have a family — was it a family 
plot?

it's a family plot. You didn't know about 
that?

I knew that it was _ I didn't realize when 
you told me that your father was buried 
there, 1 just sort of thought—

Quite a few. Oh! It's a huge plot, it's a 
huge plot. Of course, it's there in Evergreen, 
and t don't know how anybody will ever get to 
it now.

Well, where Is Evergreen at?

Evergreen is on Church Hill, and this is where 
all of the prominent Blacks were buried; 
Douglas Price and you know. And Grandmother 
had a huge plot, because as I can remember, 
it was about one-two-three- five-six-seven- 
eight-nine, it was about ten bodies in that 
plot. You've never seen it?

No, I haven't

It was a huge monument, you know, a cross 
over Maggie Walker's grave; and her grave 
is like here, and my father and Uncle Russell, 
Maggie Laura's father, are here. And then 
Maurice and some other relatives, of course 
f never knew about, but they were buried in 
that plot.

When you were living here, who else was living 
here? Name everybody who lived in this house, 
while you were a kid, you know, as well as 
you can remember.

It was Grandmother, my mother, my father, 
my sister, my brother, myself. It was 
Maggie Laura, Aunt Hattie, Polly. I never



remembered Uncle Russell, Maggie Laura's 
father; i never remembered him, and that 
was it.

Jacox: Alfonso lived there too?

Randolph? No, Alfonso didn’t live here; he lived on 
Seventh Street. He didn’t live here, 1 
don’t think; 1 don’t remember Alfonso living 
here. t think he lived with his wife, but 
he was always here the first thing in the 
morning, and the last thing at night, but 1 
don't remember him living here.

Jacox: Did he still work for your family after 
your grandmother died?

Rando1ph: CNo ), because see, he was the chauffeur, and 
he more or less, you know, lifted her out of 
the car, and drove the car for her, but 
after that, there really wasn't any need for 
him.

Jacox: Yes, 1 see.

How about your - let me see, how about 
Maggie Walker's grandmother; do you remember 
her living here? Do you remember her at all?

Randolph: Elizabeth Mitchell?

Jacox: Yes.

Randolph: i don’t remember her; that's the one that 1 
was named after, but i don't remember her at 
all. The only thing that 1 remember is the 
picture downstairs.

Jacox: Do you think she had died before you were__
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Ra nd1 op h:

Jacox: 

Ra ndo1p h: 

Jacox:

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Apparently so, because I don't remember 
Grandmother's husband; I don't remember 
him either.

Your grandfather?

My grandfather.

Okay. Tell me, what was a typical day, if 
you can remember of Maggie Walker while she 
was In the house? I mean, can you remember 
what she did from the time she got up to 
the time she went to bed?

Usually she got up, and after breakfast- I 
never remembered seeing her at the kitchen 
table in the dining room — at the kitchen 
table in the kitchen. I remember some meals 
in the dining room with her at the head of 
the table and everybody around, but like 
for breakfast or for lunch, like sitting in 
the kitchen eating, I never remembered seeing 
her eating in the kitchen. And of course, 
she went out* she went to the St. Luke, and 
when she came home, she ate her dinner. And 
i don't remember after that, just what she 
did in the afternoon. I know usually she 
was in, in her room or * you see all of this 
was her room, and then the sunporch.

And this room, what was this room at that 
time? This isthe second floor, so this is?

Okay, let me see. Why don't we take a quick 
look at the map to help orientate you.

Now her room, you said that was her bedroom. 
That would have been room 207, so the room 
that we are in now would have been 209.

Because this must have been the sunporch, 
right?



Jacox: Yes, this Is the front of the house. So do 
you - what did happen in this room, 2 0 9 ?

Randolph: That's what I'm trying to think. 

This was her kitchen.

Jacox: Wait a minute, we can't hear you on the tape.

Jackson: 1 can hear.

Jacox: Oh, can you hear?

Rando1ph: Oh, I'm sorry. That was her kitchen.

Jacox: That's room 216.

Randolph: Okay, and 1 remember this as being like a 
dining room area, like a little eat-in.

Jacox: Wait. This room was the dining area?

Randolph: Was just a little eating area.

Jacox: Oh, so that's room 216.

Ra ndo1ph: 1 can't think what was in this room.

Jacox: Because her bedroom is right there.

Randolph: (Yes). Was this a sitting room? This is 
the only room 1 can't remember, because 1 
remember the bathroom, and the closets. 1 
remember every other room> but just what 
this one was used for.



Jacox: Was the bathroom used for—

Randolph: This was her bathroom.

Jacox: Her personal bathroom?

Randolph: That's right.

Jacox: 211 .

And you said that 216 was her eating area?

Randolph: Like a little, like a little dinette, you 
know, because after she was really ill, it 
seems that Polly did a lot of her cooking 
up here, you know, and because f don't 
remember Grandmother too much at a table, 
you know, at the eating area, except In 
the dining room. 1 can't remember seeing 
her in the kitchen.

Jacox: You mean the kitchen downstairs?

Rando1ph: The kitchen downstairs.

Jacox: Did she tend - was she all over the house, 
or did she keep, as you remember her - do 
you remember seeing her in every room of 
the house?

Randolph: No, not really. 1 don't ever remember seeing 
her in our bedrooms. 1 remember seeing her 
in the - the most I've seen her was in the 
library, at the table. 1 can remember her 
in the parlors.

Jacox: You mean the front and back parlors, down
stairs?

Randolph: The front and back parlors, in the dining 
room, but i never remember seeing her in 
any of the bedrooms except her own.

Jacox: What I'm trying to get at is whether she, 
you know, after she was confined to the 
wheelchair - but you only remember her 
being in the wheelchair anyway.
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Randolph: (Yes) .

Jacox: Did you ever think then that she tended to 
stay in one area of the house, or?

Rando1ph: I'd rather not say.

Jacox: Oh, you don't remember?

Randolph: I just don't remember. Mostly about her 1 
remember her coming, going In the wheel
chair, going to the elevator, going out 
and then when she came in, 1 guess maybe 
we had to go to the other areas of the 
house, because sometimes she would have 
company and, you know. 1 remember her in 
this room, because she always had the fire
place, and she always had that lit.

Jacox: Oh, she used to use the fireplace in her 
bed room?

Randolph: Oh yes! That was always lit, infact, the 
f i rep 1 aces, a s 1 remember, back in my father's 
room, most of the fireplaces were usually 
1 it.

Jacox: Which was your father's room? Let's take 
a look.

Randolph: My father's room—

Jacox: You mean his bedroom?

Randolph: His bedroom was all the way back. Now this 
is the front, so it must have been 215, 
because 206 was my sister, was our room 
and—
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Jacox: You know what we can do, not right now, but we 
can walk through the house, and then come 
back and look at this map,and that will 
probably help orientate—

Randolph: Yes, yes, because this side was Maggie 
Laura's. That was Aunt Hattie's room.

Jacox: The right side of the house?

Randolph: Right. And then there was her closet, and 
then Maggie Laura's room, and then 1 think 
there was a sunporch, and then you came 
down the hall, went to the back. My 
sister and 1 had the back room, al1 the way 
to the rear. My father was next to us, my 
brother was on this side, and then there 
was Polly's room, but we can walk through 
it, and 1 can remember it better.

Jacox: Okay, I'm sure when we walk through we can 
probably get some better idea.

Tell me, do you remember hearing them talk - 
your grandmother, or your mother or your 
father, about how she came to be confined 
in the wheelcha i r?

Randol ph: (No) .

Jacox: You don't remember any explanation of it at 
al 1?

Randolph: (No) .

Jacox: What as children did she- 1 mean you, your
< sister, and brother, as well as your cousin - 

did she have any kind of ideas about, 1 mean 
were there any kinds of things that she 
stressed to you, or anything you remember
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her saying to you as a child, like any 
values?

Randolph: 1 know what you are talking about. No, 1 
can't really say; I'll tell you the reason 
why. Because when we left, and when we 
used to come down - when we used to come 
down here, it was after a day of her working 
you know, and we could go in and speak to 
her and talk to her for a few minutes, and 
you know, that was it.

Jacox: Did your mother work for the Order of St, 
Luke, the Bank, or a n y th in g  like that?

Randolph: No.

Jacox: Not while she was living here, as well?

Randolph: No.

Jacox: Did your mother work while she was living 
here?

Randolph: No, she didn't work at all while she was 
living here; she worked after, you know, 
we left from down here.

[END OF TAPE ONE]
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[TAPE TWO]

Jacox: Okay, this Is tape number two.

Before that tape went off, 1 was asking you 
whether your mother worked while —  was 
she associated with the Order of St. Luke 
at all?

Randolph: No, she wasn't.

Jacox: Did you say that she was a social worker?

Randolph: Yes.

Jacox: And that's what she did after she left?

Randolph: Yes.

Jacox: What was family life in the house like with 
all of these various families? Well, it 
wasn't all these various families - Maggie 
Laura's family, your family, and Polly; 
what kind of atomsphere was it?

Randolph: It was a very happy atomsphere. Of course 
my mother was, my mother was well, she was 
very dissatisfied, you know, with my 
father» But anyhow, 1 loved it down here, 
because 1 just didn't know, 1 felt like 
this was my family here, but my family was 
not up at 18 West Leigh. I was very unhappy 
with my mother and father separated, and 1 
really wanted my family life to be here with 
my father, but it was just unfortunate.

Jacox:
4

Was your mother- you said your mother was 
dissatisfied here* was it because of the 
setup of living with various families, or 
was it because she didn't get along with 
your father?
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Rando1ph: Well, 1 think it was because she didn't get 
along with my father. My mother just didn't 
like it down here, she just didn't.

Jacox: Do you remember whose idea it was for all of 
you to live in this house? Do you remember 
how all of you came to live in this house?

Rando1ph: 1 think we were a 1 1 born here; 1 think this 
house was here. The only thing 1 can 
remember is, 1 was here from when 1 could 
remember, you know; 1 was born here.

Jacox: You know what 1 mean, did your grandmother 
have an idea that she__

Randolph: Wanted her family together?

Jacox: (Yes), that she wanted—

Rando1ph: 1 imagine so, with such a huge house.

Jacox: Well, do you remember it being discussed 
though?

Randolph: No, 1 just remember everybody being here, 
you know.

Jacox: Did you think —  what did you - well you 
were just saying that you liked it here 
an awful lotj 1 guess 1 know what you 
thought about it.

Rando1ph: 1 rea11y did.

Jacox: Did you have any pets in the house?

Randolph: Yes, we had - my father had a German Shepard, 
whose name was Ego,
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Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph:

Ego? E-g-o?

I don't know how to spell it, but It was 
Ego. And my grandmother gave us a collie 
whose name was Booker T, and Booker T 
lived until I was about fifteen, and then 
I think, he had cancer of the nose. I 
went shopping one day, and when I came back, 
Mother had had him put to sleep, and I nearly 
died. So | now have a collie again; I have a 
colli e now.

How did he come to get named Booker T, your 
collie?

I don't know whether one of us named him, I 
imagine one of us named him. t don't remember, 
because I think I was about one years old when 
the dog came to the house, and we grew up 
together. And of course, when I left we 
took him at 18 with us.

Did you remember her ever talking about 
Booker T., Booker T. Washington?

No.

I mean, you don't remember the dog's name 
being associated with Booker T. Washington?

No , not rea 1 1 y.

What kind of things did you do together as 
a family, in this house? I

I don't remember, because see, I left so 
early and when like, we came back, we only 
came like, I may have wanted to come back 
today, and my sister and brother may not 
have wanted, you know. And ! used to like
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Jacox: 

Rando1ph:

Jacox: 

R a n d o 1p h :

to come upstairs and talk to Grandmother, 
and sit on the side of her bed and talk 
to her. I don't know whether this should 
be off the record or not but, however, I 
wanted to come back so bad, and when I 
was about, 1 guess about seven, I decided 
I was was going to tie my clothes and my 
little stick to run away. And 1 ran way 
out Chamberlayne Avenue, and it got dark 
and I remembered wondering, how was I going 
to get back. And 1 was nearly starved, and 
went into one of those houses on Chamber
layne Avenue which at that time they were 
all white, and told the ladythat I'd like 
to call my grandmother, and of course, 
after she found out who my grandmother was, 
she was all right. And Alfonso came and ' 
got me in the car, and brought me back here, 
and I stayed here a couple of days and 
Mommie said, "You've got to come home." 
That's how bad I wanted to be here, you 
know.

Well, Maggie Laura was still here?

Maggie Laura stayed here. She never left, 
because her father died when she was quite 
young, I think, and of course, she and Aunt 
Hattie just stayed here.

As Maggie Walker as a person - sort of her 
personal life again -what kind of clothes 
did she wear; do you remember that?

She wore a lot of jewelry, she wore - this 
by the way, is one of her diamonds. I think 
i have one, and Maggie Laura has one. Out of 
one ring that she wore, Maggie got a stone 
and I got a stone, but It was a huge ring. 
She always had beautiful jewelry; Indian 
jewelry, I have some of the jewelry at home 
now. She wore corals,and black onyx, jades, 
because I have some of them now. But wel1, 
sitting down, she always wore, I thought, 
very beautifully, I thought she was always
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very beautifully dressed, because she 
always had such jewelry, you know, and 
I think she always wore a pin here. She 
always wore a cross.

Jacox: You mean a center pin?

Randolph: A  center pin, and I think she always wore 
a cross,' a big gold cross.

Jacox: What happened to that, do you know?

Randolph: I don't know. And I never remember seeing 
her in a coat, a coat and a hat.

J a c o x : I guess you don't- I mean, you don't 
remember seeing her outside?

Randolph: I don't remember seeing her like, you know, 
being outside in a coat and a hat.

Jacox: Did - what color clothes did she wear; do 
you know that?

Randolph: I know she liked red quite a bit, because 
she always wanted me to dress in red. And 
I'll never forget a red coat with a big 
white fur, and I had curls, and the curls 
would always stick out this way, because the 
collar was so high, and I have never liked 
collars since. Never liked them! But she 
always liked very bright colors, and she 
tried to put very bright colors on u s .

Jacox: Do you remember any of the visitors that 
came to the house?

Randolph: I remember Mr. Causiko.

Jacox: Causiko ?
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Rando1p h : 

J a c o x : 

R a n d o l p h :

J a c o x :

Ra n d o 1p h :

J a c o x : 

R a n d o l p h :

J a c o x : 

R an d o l p h :

J a c o x :

R a n d o l p h : 

J a c o x :

C a u s i ko „ C-a-u-s-i-k-o, I think.

Was he white, or Black?

No, he was Black. He was affiliated with the 
St  . L u k e s .

I was trying to figure out what kind of 
name that he had.

I don't know, his son is still living. I 
don't know.

What did he come to visit forj do you know?

Well, he was connected with the St. Lukes. 
And I remember Marie Johnson, who was 
connected with the St. Lukes, that used to 
always come around. She was like a com
panion to Polly. She lived on St. James 
Street, and she was one of the workers at 
the St. Lukes. Of course, I think she's 
dead now.

Did Polly have other family; other than her 
late husband, Maurice?

Yes, Polly had family; her family was from 
New Jersey. Audrey- I don't remember the 
last name - Rufus, but I don't remember 
their last name, but they used to come down 
to see her. And then of course, they were 
always welcomed and they stayed here.

Where did they stay at - what rooms; do you 
know?

(No), because I wasn't living here then. 

Oh, I see
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Randolph: So they probably had our rooms.

Jacox: Do you remember any of the other visitors?

Randolph: Not rea11y.

Jacox: Did she have meetings here, business meet
ings here?

Rando1ph: 1 can't remember because If she did, it 
was the time that 1 wasn't, you know, well 
we just didn't come down here everyday, 
you know.

Jacox: No, 1 understand what you're saying. 1 
just thought maybe...,.

Randolph: But 1 imagine that she did, 1 imagine she 
had meetings in the library.

Jacox: Do you remember Mrs. Bethune, Mary McLeod 
Bethune?

Randolph: Not too wel1.

Jacox: That was one of the people that your brother 
and sister had remembered.

How about Janie Porter Barrett.

Randolph: 1 remember hearing about her connected with 
grandmother, but that part, you know, 1 
don't know e i ther.

Jacox: Did you ever go up to the Virginia Industrial 
School at Peakes, Virginia? Your brother was 
telling me, your sister too, that they used 
to go there on a Sunday ride sometimes. 1 
was just wondering.
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Rando1ph : For picnics?

Jacox: Maybe, It was sort of a school for girls.

Ra ndo1p h: Yes, 1 remember that, and 1 remember us 
going up there. It seems like we would 
always have a picnic, but 1 can't - you 
see, 1 am the youngest of all of them and, 
1 —

Jacox: 1 know.

Randolph: And 1 just can't remember it.

Jacox: Okay, why don't 1 throw a couple of other 
names at you, and if you remember, fine.

Randolph: Okay.

Jacox: How about W.E.B. Du Bois;do you remember 
h i m?

Randolph: 1 remember the name; 1 remember hearing 
him associated with this house. 1 think 
his picture was downstairs.

Jacox: Y es.

Randolph: But as far as my remembering him; 1 can't.

Jacox: How about Langston Hughes?

Randolph: 1 remember the names, and 1 remember— 
wasn't his picture downstairs too?

Jacox: Yes. Do you remember the names when you 
were a child, or since you were—
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Randolph:

Jacox: 

Ra ndo1p h : 

Jacox:

Rando1ph:

Jacox: 

Rando1ph:

Jacox:

Well no; I knew the names, you know, and I 
knew the pictures were hanging, but I never 
knew what connection there was.

Who else - what other names do you remember?

You call them and they come back to me.

How about people who lived in Virginia- 
who lived in Richmond or Virginia, sort of 
local people? How about Mr, Price who ran 
the funeral home down the street; exactly 
what was his relationship with your family?

i don't remember the old man. I remember 
well, I remember hearing about them, I 
mean I remembered -wait let me get myself 
straight. I knew that they were there, but 
I had no association with them. Now,I 
remember the younger A.D. because he was 
along with my father, but I don't remember 
Mrs. Price, but I remember hearing people 
say that Mrs. Price and my grandmother 
looked alike, but I don't remember Mrs. 
Price and Mr. Price. I remember the young 
Douglas.

Do you remember other people along this 
block?

Oh yes! I remember the Reids next door; 
Dr. Fergie Reid, and Dr. Leon Reid that 
lived next door.

How about - do you remember them in relation 
to your grandmother, is really what I want 
to know? Whether she - do you remember any 
of the other people along the block either 
working with them, visiting with them - 
t hey visiting her?
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Rando1ph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Ra ndo 1 p h :

Jacox:
i

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Rando1ph:

Well, 1 don't think she did too much visit
ing in the block.

Or across the street?

Right. But people were always fond of her, 
and the neighbors would just come in,but 
now as far as if they were for meetings, I 
just don't remember. But I remember 
p r a c t i c a l l y  everyone in the block. The 
Bowlers lived next door, here.

What was this block like then?

It was a very happy block. There were 
children and we all grew up together, and 
I remember just about all of them now. And 
it was always a very happy, close-knit 
block, you know, you just felt like you 
could, you could run in this house, it was 
just like running in your own house, you 
know. They were very close and warm in 
this block, as I can remember.

How about in terms of social class; what 
was this block 1i ke?

Well this was, I would say, one of the most 
prominent blocks because you had a lot of 
doctors; you had Dr. Ramsey, and you had 
Dr. Reid, and you had the Bowlers next door, 
who were connected with the Bowler school.

Was that Andrew Bowler?

Andrew Bowler, Antoinette Bowler. It was 
the Givens up the street, the Morrises, it 
was - I th o u g h t it was a very prominent block. 
And then you had some people who were not 
doctors and lawyers, like the Morrises. I 
can't remember what they did, but they 
lived the third house up.
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Jacox: On this side of the street?

Randolph: This side of the street.

Jacox: Going towards Second or First?

Randolph: Going towards First. And of course, they 
had a son, Alvin.
But It didn't seem to make any difference 
what type of work you were engaged in, you 
know, it was just - everybody was still 
warm, but 1 know there were a lot of 
dentists and doctors.

Jacox: But was it recognized at the time as a 
socially prominent place?

Rando1ph: 1 think so, 1 think so.

Jacox: How far did that - what would you say were 
the boundaries of the socially prominent 
place?

Randolph: You mean of just this block?

Jacox: Was it just this block? Was it the next 
block? Was it around the corner?

Randolph: Well, it was this block, and then you had 
the Price's home; then the next block 1 
think it was only one family. And then in 
the block that my grandmother - other grand
mother - there was Reverend Taylor. He was 
the Episcopal minister at St. Philips 
Church, which is at St. James and Leigh.

Jacox: Is that William Taylor? 1 think 1 came 
across that name before.

Randolph: All 1 can remember is Dr. - Reverend Taylor, 
and he had a son that was a Dr. Taylor.

1

Jacox: Wait a minute. You said this was your other 
grandmother, your Grandmother Robinson's
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block which was 18 West Leigh, So that's 
on the other side of?

Randolph: Of First,

Jacox: Okay, so that's going west.

Randolph: And you had very prominent people living in 
that block; you had the Johnsons, under
taker W,1, Johnson, and Sons,

Jacox: Their offices were there?

Randolph: Their funeral home was there, their home 
was there, next to it, and they had the 
funeral home downstairs, and they had a 
dance hall upstairs. It was a three story 
building.

Jacox: Speaking of that, did the Prices live on 
the same block as their funeral home?

Rando1ph: The Price's lived next door to it. The 
Prices lived where, you know, where the 
funeral home is now.

Jacox: Yes.

Rando1ph: In the big house next to it, that's where 
they lived.

Jacox: Did you ever remember her traveling anyplace?

Randolph: 1 remember her being gone quite a bit.

Jacox: You mean gone overnight?

Randolph: Yes, with the St. Lukes. Well 1 mean, 1 
can remember her going out of town quite a
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Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox: 

Rando1ph:

Jacox: 

Ra ndo1ph :

bit for the St. Lukes, because it was 
sometimes that the meetings weren't 
here and she couldn't take all of the 
Independent Order of St„ Lukes from here, 
and take them where she would speak, like 
out of town, I remember that, because 
we used to like to always go, you know, 
go to the meetings with her. Of course 
I don't know why, because she spoke and 
we were so young then, and I imagine that 
we were very bored, but we just liked to 
go to them.

Was she - did she like children?

Oh, she loved children, she loved children. 
I think that's why the Independent Order of 
St. Luke was so successful, and I can't 
think of another organization that they 
have, that you could ever compare to now.

What were the other fraternal orders that 
were in Richmond at the time; do you 
remember the names of any?

Well you had the Elks; you had the Shriners,

The Shriners?

The Shriners. There weren't too many Black 
groups, as I remember. I remember the Elks, 
because the Elks used to have parades too. 
Basically, they were on the same order of 
the Independent Order; they had parades, 
and they had meetings.

What kind of - were the parades for 
children, or adults?

The parades were for all the matrons, well 
each matron had a certain amount of children.
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Jacox: 

Ra ridô1ph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

You might have had twenty children» and 
Celia may have had fifteen, and you walked 
with your matron in your - in the parade, 
and you wore your St. Luke badge, and they 
had the band, and the Cadet Corps and of 
course Grandmother, and her car picked up 
the rear, see. And we would all go to these 
churches, and you would have food and, you 
know, it was just, I would say, like a big 
meet i ng.

What occasions did you have parades?

Well it was when, when she would speak, 
when she was trying to increase the member
ship; that's what I remember. The meetings, 
you know, the parades and all, really I 
guess, to advertise to the public so that 
it could draw more people in.

Where was the parade route?

Well they used to start, I think, at the 
St. Luke and they would come up First, as 
I remember, and to whatever church we went, 
which was probably Fifth Street Church, or 
a church that wasn't too far, and we would 
all parade to the church, and then everybody 
would go in.

Wait a minute, you had - the Order worked 
with other churches that were not Maggie 
Wa1ker's chu rch?

Right, (yes), she had, I mean she had the 
meetings at other churches, because she 
belonged to First Baptist, which was down on 
Broad, and we— . I don't ever remember
parades going that far, because see, they had 
little kids, you know, little tots, and they 
would hold on to matron's arm, and they would 
walk right along.
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Jacox: Were there adults in the parade?

Randolph: Adults too.

Jacox: And their councils?

Rando1ph: (Yes), the councils and the matrons

Jacox: Did you stay in the Order of St, Lukes 
all your life, or what?

Rando1ph: (No)o After Grandmother died, and after 
my father died, 1 just didn't like to go 
to the St, Luke, you know, because 1 used 
to see my father around there so much. And 
then after he died, 1 just dropped out, 1 
just wouldn't go.

Jacox: Did your father continue working for the 
Order? Was he working for the Order,or 
for the Bank?

Randolph: He was working for the Bank, but he was 
around to the St. Luke quite often, because 
that's where 1 used to see him a lot, you 
know. When 1 didn't come around here, 
then 1 would go to the St. Luke, and 1 
would see him at the St. Luke. But of 
course, Grandmother died one year and he 
died the following year.

Jacox: Do you know whether he continued working for 
the Bank after your grandmother died?

Randolph: 1 don't think so, because he was sick; he 
was sick just about, 1 guess, six months.
He was ill, so he didn't do much of anything

Jacox: How about, did your grandmother have like 
personal friends; people who would come to



36

Rando1ph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

visit her on a, just a, you know, friendly 
basis; like girl friends as you would say?

Yes, she did, and I'm trying to think of 
that lady's name. She always had friends 
come; people were always coming in you know, 
but I don't know whether it was for the St. 
Luke, or whether she was having meetings, 
or it was just personal friends.

Did she have any leisure activities?

I don't know. I don't think there were too 
much activities, because she was so involved, 
everything she was involved with was the 
St. Luke and the Bank.

And the Bank. How about - let me ask you 
about her husband, your grandmother's 
husband, your grandfather, which was Armstead 
Walker.

I don't remember him at all.

Do you remember anything about, or any talk 
about his death, or - I mean, do you remember 
it being explained to you by your grandmother, 
or by your father, or by?

That was always the thing that we weren't 
suppose to ask any questions about; I 
wasn't, I don't know about my sister and 
brother. But I remember asking something 
once about Uncle Russell and my grandfather, 
and it was just the subject I wasn't suppose 
to talk about, so I just accepted it, and 
didn' t .

Tell me something about the Order of St. 
Luke. Now you said you stopped going after 
your father died; so 1935?
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Rando1ph : (Yes).

Jacox: So you were eleven then, about then?

Randolph: No 1 didn't; it was longer than that, 
because Aunt Hattie was still around, 
and 1 was still going. She took over where 
my grandmother left off, and 1 went for 
awhile after that, but it just wasn't as 
interesting as when we still had 
parades because Aunt Hattie still saw to 
that, but it wasn't too much longer after 
that that 1 just didn't bother to go.

Jacox: So you were never a member of the St. Lukes 
as an adult?

Randolph: (No.)

Jacox: Do you remember what the meetings were like 
as a child?

Randolph: You mean the meetings that she had, that we 
went to?

Jacox: The meetings that the children who were 
members of the St. Lukes, 1 suppose it was 
the Juvenile Circle that you were in.

Randolph: 1 know they used to ask us to try to get 
new members, but just to sit in the meet
ings, what it was all about, 1 can't.

Jacox: Were the meetings for children conducted by 
adults, or by children?

Rand 1oph: By your counselor» by your matron.

Jacox: Your matron.
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Randolph: And we all came, you know, as a group and 
she would talk, and 1 remember we would 
have - play games, and as far as the meet
ings were concerned 1 just, 1 don't remember.

Jacox: How often did you go?

Randolph: 1 think It was once a week.

Jacox: That frequent?

Randolph: 1 think, but we used to enjoy them. We used 
to really enjoy them, and you'd see - somebody 
else would have a meeting in the next room 
and, you know, all the kids knew each other, 
it was fun.

Jacox: What other things do you remember about the 
Order of St. Luke?

Rando1ph: Well, 1 remember Grandmother's office, and 
1 remember we used to - 1 used to go around 
and you came up on the elevator to the 
second floor, and you went in, and of 
course you knew all the matrons that worked 
there for the Order. And then down further 
was her cage which was - no, that was where 
Aunt Hattie was. She had a private office.

Jacox: You grandmother had a private office?

RandoIph: She had a private office.

Jacox: Well, who had the cage around them?

Rando1ph: Well Aunt Hattie, Miss Ruby Coots, and - 
was Grandmother sometimes in the cage?
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Jacox: What was the cage for?

Ra ndo1ph: Well, they - it was just a few people that 
worked in there. All the rest were more or 
less out, like you would sit here, and 
Celia would sit here,and 1 would sit there, 
but the cage more or less separated them.

Jacox: Oh, 1 see.

Do you remember, speaking of the other Orders, 
you talked about the Elks; do you remember the 
True Reformers at all?

Rando1ph: Yes! Around the corner, the True Reformers 
Hall.

Jacox: 1 think it was the Grand United Order of 
True Reformers.

Ra ndo1p h : Right.

Jacox: 1 think they had a hall.

Rando1ph: Around the corner.

Jacox: That was on Second Street, 1 believe.

Rando1ph: Yes.

Jacox: Do you remember anything about them?

Ra ndo1ph: 1 don't remember too much about that except 
the building.
It was a place up on Main Street, that we 
used to go and there were meetings- Did 
anybody else mention that?
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Jacox: (No.) You mean another St, Lukes?

Randolph: No, it was a big building up on Main 
Street. It seems to me that we used to 
go for - when Grandmother would speak, 
but 1 don't remember the name of it.

Jacox: Did she - 1 was going to ask you, did she 
speak for anything other than the Order, 
do you remember?

Rando1ph: Oh yes! 1 think she spoke on most - anybody 
that wanted her to speak, 1 think she, you 
know, would participate. Of course 1 never 
heard her speak anyplace but for the 
Independent Order, you know.

Jacox: Was that a big thing with her, 1 mean was 
she a very__

Rando1ph: A very dynamic speaker.

Jacox: That's what your brother said too.

Rando1ph: Right. And she could hold you fascinated, 
because when we would have the meetings, 
and she would speak, you could hear a pin 
d rop.

Jacox: And the kids everv—

Randolph: The kids! And 1 could't keep still, but 
1 used to remember just, just 1 used to 
just love to hear her talk. She just 
would hold an audience like Martin Luther 
King.

Jacox: What style of speaking did she have?
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Randolph: 

Jacox:

Ra ndo1ph: 

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox; 

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph:

Jacox:

Rando1p h : 

J a c o x : 

Rand ol p h:

She had a heavy voice, and she was outspoken, 
and she would—

I mean did she, how did she - do you 
remember any of the topics that she talked 
a bout at all?

No.

How about, did she quote from the Bible, o r —

1 can't remember.

You can't remember that?

No,

Now you said that she belonged to First 
Baptist, Did you as a family-did the 
rest of you belong to the same church?

No, we belonged to St, Philips Episcopal,
We never were Baptists, because when we left 
from down here, we went to my grandmother's, 
and St, Philips was right across, on the 
corner. And of course, Reverend Taylor was 
right next door, so we all went to St, 
Philips and we were baptized and confirmed 
at St. Philips,

How about the.___ Was your father Episcopalian
as well?

No, my father belonged to First African. 

You mean First Baptist?

First Bapt i st.
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Jacox: Was it called—

Rando1ph: First African Baptist.

Jacox: Oh, that's what it was.

Randolph: On Broad Street.

Jacox: How about - 1 was going to ask you some
thing. Your sister Mamie told me that she 
went to a Catholic School in kindergarten; 
did you go there too?

Randolph: No.

Jacox: 1 was going to ask you if you remembered 
anything about the nuns?

Randolph: 1 don't even remember Mamie going to 
Catholic School. She must have because 
that's where the dog bit her.

Jacox: Oh!

Rando1ph: But 1 didn't; 1 went to Monroe, the school 
in the next block from me, then 1 went to 
Booker T., the school that's on the corner, 
right across the street, First and Leigh. 
That was Booker T. Washington, so 1 went 
there, and then 1 went to Armstrong, which 
was across from Monroe Center, 1 mean Monroe 
School. So all of our school life was right 
in four blocks.

Jacox: Okay. What other things, what other kinds 
of activities did the St. Lukes sponsor?
1 know you talked about the parades. Now,
1 know it% kind of hard for you, because you 
were there as a child, and not as an adult.
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Ra ndo 1 ph : I can't help you there either.

Jacox : Oh you know, 1 was asking you about the 
True Reformers, and how about the Knights 
of Pythias; do you remember them at all?

Randolph: (No) .

Jacox: The True Reformers, other than remembering 
the Hall, can you think of anything else; 
do you remember any of the individuals?

Rando1ph: 1 can't remember anybody connected with 
them; 1 just remember the building a round 
the corner.

Jacox: Okay, why don't we—

[END OF TAPE TWO]



[TAPE THREE]

J acox:

Randolph:

J a c o x : 

Ra n d o 1p h :

J a c o x : 

R a n d o 1p h :

J a c o x : 

R a n d o l p h :

Tape number three.

Now that we have walked through the house, 
maybe that'll help^you know, jog your 
memory about certain rooms In the house, I 
am going to ask you a few questions about 
the house first, then I'm going to ask you 
more specific ones about individual rooms.

Do you know what the exterior of the house 
looked like when you lived here, or when 
your grandmother lived here?

The exterior? Always, I mean you want me to 
describe what it was?

Yes.

I remember there were awnings on the front 
porch; I think there were awnings at these 
small windows. The porch was, well the 
porch still stands as is. The lawn was 
very well taken care of with grass, and I 
think a few plants, but I can't remember 
wha t kind.

Were there shrubs?

Shrubs, right! Shrubs, shrubs instead of 
hedges; there were shrubs around the edges.

How about the brick?

I think the brick is the same; I think 
everything on the exterior is the same.

Jacox: Was it painted, or was it natural brick?
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Ra ndo1ph : 1 think it was natural brick-

Jacox: Because it's presently painted.

Randolph: Well that may have come in Aunt Hattie's 
time, because 1 think it was natural brick.

Jacox: How about the columns; do you remember what 
color they were, like the millwork?

Ra ndo1ph: Beige, 1 think a light maybe an off-white, 
or beige, or cream; something of that sort.

Jacox: How about the color of the awnings?

Rando1ph: 1 can't remember,

Jacox: You can't remember?

Randolph: (No) .

Jacox: Armstead thought that they might have been 
striped.

Randolph: They may have.

Jacox: Tell me about the back of the house, or 
the sides of the house; can you remember 
anything at all about the back, or the 
sides?

Randolph: You mean the side alleyways?

Jacox: Yes.
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Rando1ph: V/e never used that.

Jacox: Was it an alleyway?

Randolph: (Yes), right out here.

Jacox: Is that the side towards First,or Second?

Ra ndo1ph: The side towards Second.

Jacox: Okay, it was an alleyway.

Rando1ph: It was an alleyway, and It was a porch.

Jacox: On that side?

Rando1ph: Right. That led into the back of the house 
into the hall where the laundry is, right 
in that area.

Jacox: Did you use that, or—

Randolph: We didn't use that too much.

Jacox: How did Maggie Walker enter this house; 
did she come in through the front door, 
back door, side door?

Randolph: Oh, ohl When she was-when she was in the 
wheelchair, she came in through the back.

* Jacox: All the 11 me?

Randolph: (Yes), as far as 1 can remember, because 
they had a ramp. They would bring her out



in the chair, and bring her up the ramp, 
and up the steps, 1 mean up to the eleva
tor .

Jacox: How about the back-alley; was it paved, 
gravel, brick, was it just grass, dirt?

Randolph: All 1 can remember is dirt.

Jacox: Dirt. Did you have any kind of backyard?

Randolph: (No), no backyard at all.

Jacox: Tell me something; do you remember at all 
any construction going on in this house 
during anytime, or did you hear talk of 
any construction going on in the house?

Randolph: 1 don't, 1 don't think 1 ever remember 
seeing painters, or wall — or anybody 
doing wallpaper, putting in linoleum; 1 
don't remember seeing anything of that 
sort.

Jacox: You don't remember any new rooms being added?

Randolph: No.

Jacox: Porches, awnings? Do you remember the 
e1eva to r?

Randolph: 1 think the elevator was added.

Jacox: But do you remember it; was it during your 
time?

Rando1ph: It was here when 1, you know, 1 remember 
the elevator being here at all times.
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Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox: 

Rando1ph:

Was It here when you were born?

I guess It was, because I don't ever 
remember her walking.

Why don't we go to the layout of the house, 
and we'll look through it, Identify the 
rooms and maybe you can tell us a little 
bit about what the rooms were used for, and 
what ever kind of furnishings you might 
have remembered in that room.

Okay, we are starting on the first floor, 
and this is as you walk in. This would be 
your right side, so we are looking at room 
1 0 8 .

So we are looking at the front parlor?

Yes. Now you told me a lot of things 
downstairs, but I want to get them on tape; 
that's why I am asking you again.

I remember two vases, two huge vases. I 
can't remember too much of the furnishings 
in the first room, the first parlor.

What did you call that parlor?

We used to call it the front parlor, and 
the back parlor.

What did you use it for?

I can't ever remember it being used as 
anything except a showplace, you know. I

I don't remember any entertainment, or any 
thing going on down there; I just don't 
remember that.



Jacox: Now, you did say you remembered your 
grandmother being laid out there when she 
died?

Randolph: (Yes), (yes).

Jacox: Can you tell us anything about that?

Ra ndo1ph: You mean the way she was laid out?

Jacox: The way the room looked; the way she looked, 
if you want to.

Rando1ph: Well, 1 thought that she looked very natural, 
and of course, she was in a metallic casket 
and she had the steel vault -the bronze 
vault. They used to always call that "money 
going in the ground,"

Jacox: Money going in the ground?

Randolph: Yes, right. And flowers, there was no end 
to flowers, there was no end to flowers; 1 
don't remember anything in the room except 
flowers, and her coffin. 1 don't know 
whether they moved the furniture or what; 
the flowers were everywhere.

Jacox: Can you remember any other activities in 
that room prior to her death?

Randolph: (No.)

Jacox: Is that the room that your father was laid 
out in as well, when he died?

Randolph: My father was laid out at C.P. Hayes, 1 
think. 1 don't think he was laid out here; 
i don't think so.

here;
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Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Is that the expression that they used then; 
was it "laid out?"

Laid out; yes.

How about the - can you remember any of the 
window hangings, shades, drapes, curtains in 
the front parlor?

I remember heavy, look like velvet draperies, 
and to me, they were wine or burgundy, but 
it seems there were some velvet draperies.
Did you see anything around here like that?

Well, from what 1 understood was that Dr. 
Lewis told us that when she got married, her 
mother got some changes done to that room, 
and that the wallpaper there and probably 
the draperies were not the ones that are 
there now - were not the original. And so 
I was trying to get an idea of what you 
might have remembered without giving you 
hints; you know what I mean.

Well I remember some dark, I remember velvet 
d raperi es.

Was the room dark? Light? Did she keep the 
windows -the shades open, the draperies open? 
What was the atomsphere in this house? Were 
there many flowers around the house?

G reene ry?

Other than the sunporch.

I am trying to think if there were any 
flowers in Armstead's room. Looks like I 
remember plants back there, but I know they 
wouldn't have been in his room.
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Jacox: How about in your grandmother's room?

Randolph: 1 don't remember plants. They were all on 
the sunporch, infact 1 don't think there 
were any other flowers around.

Jacox: How about the lighting in the house?

Rando1ph: Do you mean whether it was dark, or bright?

Jacox: (Yes,)

Randolph: It was very bright when lights were on. 1 
think the shades were more or less kept 
halfway, you know, not all the way down and 
not all the way up, but more or less half
way; and 1 don't remember whether the draper 
ies were open or closed.

Jacox: Okay, How about the back parlor; what can 
you tell us about the activities going on 
in the back parlor?

Randolph: Well 1 think that's where, 1 think that's 
the room that she did her entertaining in, 
because 1 remember people coming; of course 
1 don't know who they were. And 1 remember 
her being in that room with people, but 1 
don't remember who they were, but 1 think 
that was the room that they used for 
enterta i n i ng.

Jacox: This is the room with the piano?

Randolph: (Yes) .

Jacox: What other furnishings do you remember in 
that room?
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Randolph: It was a sofa, like a horsehair sofa.

Jacox: Was that black?

Randolph: B1ack.

Jacox: How about the - when we got the house, there 
were lots of pictures in that room. Were 
there lots of pictures back then?

Randolph: (Yes) , (yes).

Jacox: Of who?

Randolph: That was where Elizabeth Mitchell, her 
picture, and John Mitchell. Was grandfather 
there? I'm trying to think, but 1 remember 
Elizabeth Mitchell's because 1 was named 
after her, and 1 thoughtshe was such a 
beautiful Black woman. Have you seen her 
pIctu re?

Jacox: Yes, I've seen her picture.

How about — was that where the family 
pictures were, or was that where other 
prominent individuals' pictures were?

Randolph: The prominent individuals' pictures, 1 
think, were in the library, but 1 think 
there were family pictures in the back 
pa rlor.

0

Jacox: Where else were there family pictures?

Randolph: In her room.

Jacox: In her bedroom?
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Randolph: (Yes).

Jacox: Okay» Do you remember the floor covering 
in that room? We are talking about room 
1 09.

Rando1ph: That's the back parlor?

Jacox: That1s right.

Randolph: 1 remember hardwood floors; 1 can't remember 
rugs.

Jacox: How about the—

Randolph: The dining room had a rug, I'm sure.

Jacox: What kind of rug might that have been?

Randolph: 1 can't tell you that either.
*

Jacox: You don't remember?

Randolph: (No) .

Jacox: How about the - now the children were allowed 
to go in and out of the back parlor, did you 
say?

Randolph: Well the way 1 remember it, we were kind of, 
"Don't play in the parlors. You have a 
plenty area to play in, but stay out of the 
parlors," because there was so much valuable, 
so many valuable things in there, and we 
really didn't, you know. We'd run through 
the library and through Daddy's den, but it 
wasn't a thing that you went in there and
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Jacox: 

Rando1ph :

Jacox: 

Randolph:

Jacox:

Randolph: 

Jacox:

Randolph:

Jacox:

played. And I remember, of course this was 
after Grandmother died, when Joe Louis came 
to Richmond, he stayed here.

Oh really! Where did he stay? In connection 
with whom did he come to stay In your house- 
your grandmother's house?

Well I think they didn't have any place that 
they thought was suitable for him to stay, 
so he stayed here and I, because I remember 
him sitting at that piano. And of course we 
were quite young, and of course, we stole 
our friends in to peek at him too. And I 
remember his neck looked like velvet, that's 
the only thing I remember about him. And he 
was sitting there trying to play, but he 
couldn't play. He was being interviewed, you 
know.

What room did he stay in?

I don't know, because I wasn't living down here 
then, you know, Aunt Hattie—

So he stayed in connection with your— . Was this 
the most prominent Black's house in Richmond 
that he would have come to stay?

I would say yes; I would say it was.

Other than Joe Louis, can you remember any
body else who might have stayed here?

There were others, but I can't remember, 1 
distinctly remember Joe Louis, but that was 
years when he just, had just begun to start 
out, you know. He had just gotten famous. I

I mean hotels that allowed Black people to 
stay,
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Ra ndo1ph: Slaughter's Hotel and Miller's. But he 
stayed here; he definitively stayed here, 
and 1 can't remember why.

Jacox: How about, let's go to room 110; that's the 
room right behind the back parlor.

Randolph: That's the dining room.

Jacox: Dining room. What can you tell me about 
that?

Rando1ph: There was a big table with a glass top.

Jacox: You mean there was a big table with a glass 
top in both the dining room, and the library?

Randolph: Yes, but in the dining room, it was more or 
less a dining room table. In the library, 
it was more or less an oval table, 1 think, 
where she used to write on, you know. But 
the dining room was a huge table that where 
the whole family could, you know, have the 
special meals, at Christmas 1 guess, and— . 
Because 1 don't remember eating too much 
down there, except when we just would come 
to visit, then we'd go in the kitchen and 
Polly would fix our plates, and we'd go on 
out to play. But 1 remember all those 
chairs, and 1 think we did have occasions 
that we ate in there.

Jacox: You think it was mostly special occasions?

Randolph: (Yes).

Jacox: Tell me, speaking of eating, you said that 
your grandmother had her own kitchen on 
the second floor. Did that mean that she 
didn't eat meals with you downstairs, or 
she ate up here sometimes, or what?
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Randolph: 1 think, more or less, they used this 
up here when she was - 1 remember 
her downstairs in the dining room, and 
that's the only place that 1 really 
remember her eating, is the big dining 
room.

Jacox: Do you remember floor coverings, or 
window treatments in the dining room?

Randolph: i can remember a rug on the floor, and 
it seems to me that had a wine background 
with figures and fringes.

Jacox: The floor?

Randolph: The floor.

J acox: Was it Oriental style?

Randolph: (.No).

Jacox; How about the wallpaper?

Rando1ph: (No) .

Jacox: Okay. The room behind there is 111.

Rando1ph; That's the kitchen.

, Jacox; The kitchen. Now, you said that you 
thought that you had most of your meals 
there?
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Randolph: (Yes).

Jacox: And Polly also cooked there?

Randolph: (Yes).

Jacox: Can you remember anything about the color 
of that room?

Randolph: t think that room was green, a light 
green.

Jacox: Were the table, chairs, and walls like 
they are now, or?

Randolph: (Yes), the chairs and the table, as 1 
remember everything, was the same color.

Jacox: And you think that most times you had 
meals, you had it there?

Randolph: (Yes).

Jacox: Did Polly eat with you at the table, or 
serve at the table, or what?

Randolph: Polly always served food, and put it on 
the table. Did Polly eat with us? You
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Jacox:

see, 1 was only three then and 1 
remember Polly used to serve the meals, 
and you weren't supposed to touch 
anything until Polly had finished 
serving.

They really had the kids—

Rando1ph: Oh, (yes)I

Jacox: Okay, let's go. We are looking at the 
room behind the kitchen; 111.

Rando1ph: That was the laundry room; right?

Jacox: 113» the laundry room.

Rando1ph: Because you had the kitchen, and you had 
the hall, and hall and laundry room here. 
Now this room was the playroom, because 
i remember we doing most of our playing 
there.

Jacox: That's 105.

Randolph: Right, and then the backroom.

Jacox: The bathroom was 114. Whose bathroom was 
that7

Randolph: t think It was Alfonso's but 1 think any
time we were downstairs, and had to go to 
the bathroom, we used it, because there 
really weren't but two bathrooms up here.
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Jacox: Now 105, you said was your playroom, but 
after - you also said when we were down
stairs that the second floor of the garage 
was also a playroom.

Randolph: (Yes).

Jacox: So, you had two playrooms at the same time?

Randolph: Well l think, 1 think upstairs over the 
garage it was apparatus that like you are 
trying to teach somebody to walk. What 
do you call the bars that you have on the 
side? And 1 think—

Jacox: You mean like bars raised from the floor?

Rando1ph: Yes, because we used to go and play on them 
like trapezes and things like . but 1 
would think that she probably would try to 
walk, maybe before she really got in the 
wheelchair. Now nobody said this to me. 
Have you been up there?

Jacox: No.

Randolph: Has anybody been up here? Is anything up 
there? Are those bars up there? 1 remember 
them, but 1 don't know what she used them 
for, but 1 remember we played on them.

Jacox: You don't remember - do you remember seeing 
her do th i s7

Rando1ph: (No). Wouldn't you think that those bars 
were for that purpose; attempting to walk?

4

Jackson : Well, we have seen the bars up there, and 
that's been one of the puzzles that we have 
been trying to put together; what were these 
bars used for up here on this (inaudible)?
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Rando1ph: Well 1 know we played on them. They were 
there ever since 1 can remember.

Jacox: This is the second floor of the carriage 
house?

Ra ndo1ph: (Yes).

Jacox: How many rooms were on the second floor up 
there?

Randolph: 1 don’t remember.

Jacox: Was there more than one?

Randolph: ' Seems there was a big room, a large room; 1 
don’t remember.

Jacox: Was the second floor of the garage always a 
playroom,as long as you can remember?

Randolph: As long as 1 can remember, but like 1 said; 
it seemed to me that Alfonso stayed up 
there at times.

Jacox: Okay well, let’s go back. We’re looking 
still at the first floor. Now you said 105 
was your playroom, the playroom that you 
used.

Randolph: (Yes).

Jacox: And you used it simultaneously with using 
the one upsta i rs?

Randolph: (Yes).
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Jacox: Okay, now in front of 105 is 1 04; can you 
remember what that is?

Ra ndo1ph: Wait a minute» 105 is the playroom; right?

Jacox: -< (0 U) o

Randolph: This is the kitchen, 111; right?

Jacox: (Yes)»

Rando1ph: And this is Daddy's den; right?

Jacox: 1 think the den is 102, 1 believe. You 
know what is better for us? To go back 
to the front of the house, and come along 
on that side. Okay, 101 is on the left 
hand side, front of the house.

Randolph: (Yes), that's the library.

Jacox: Now what do you remember going on in the 
libra ry?

Randolph: 1 don't remember anything. 1 remember seeing 
her sitting at the glass table with this 
lamp, and 1 don't know whether it was for a 
picture, or whether she was just doing some 
work, or what it was, but she was always very 
well dressed at whatever she did when anytime 
you saw her in any part of the house. She 
was always well dressed with jewelry and,you 
know, dresses and like she would be going out

Jacox:
1

Who helped her dress; Polly?

Randolph: Polly.
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Jacox: How about, now you said there was a table 
with a glass top in the dining room and 
that was—

Ra ndo1ph : (Yes), and it seems like it was a table, 
a glass top and some type of tapestry 
between the glass and the table. Was that 
down there?

Jacox: 1 seem to remember something like that. 
What other furnishings do you remember in 
that room?

Randolph: 1 think there was a sofa right across from 
the books, from the stack of library, you 
know, the books.

Jacox.; Now the books are along the east wall, so 
the west wall, you're saying that's where 
the—

Randolph: The sofa was, as 1 remember.

Jacox: The west wall would have been the books?

Randolph: Yes.

Jacox: And the sofa would have been?

Randolph: East

Jacox: How about the pictures; where were they, how 
were they arranged?

Rando1ph: The pictures were on the west side.

Jacox: Where the bookcases are?
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Rando1ph: No, 1 mean the east side. They were 
right over the sofa, and there were just 
pictures everywhere. 1 don't remember 
how they were arranged.

Jacox: How about, what other activities do you 
remember going on In the library?

Randolph: None.

Jacox: How about as children; did you play there, 
read there, study there?

Rando1ph: At three? (No).

Jacox: 1 don't think sol How about your Aunt 
Hattie; did she do anything In that room?

Rando1ph: 1 don't remember Aunt Hattie In that room, 
because after Grandmother died, 1 didn't 
come down here very much. It was a very 
sad house after my grandmother, and my 
father died. 1 just, you know, I'd come 
to see Aunt Hattie and Polly, but it 
wasn't a thing that, you know, 1 really 
would come and stay like with Grandmother, 
you know, because it was always very sad to 
me. 1 hated to come here.

Jacox: How about the room behind - the room going 
towards the back of the house after the 
library, is 102.

Rando1ph: That's what we called Daddy's room.

Jacox: Was that what you referred to it, do you 
refer to it as—

Randolph: As Daddy's den.
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Jacox: Now what furnishings do you remember in 
there?

Randolph: 1 think there was a table in there, and a 
chair, like an office. Was anything down 
there of that sort?

Jackson: There were a few items in that room; there 
wasn't a whole lot.

Randolph: There wasn't a whole lot. 1 think there 
was a table, and a chair, which you would 
probably use for the office.

Jacox: Do you remember a Victrola being in there?

Randolph: 1 remember Victrolas here, but 1 don't know. 
Was one in that room?

Jacox: No, your brother said he remembers that.

Randolph: It was a Victrola here, but 1 don't remember 
which room.

Jacox: What did your father do there?

Randolph: 1 don't know, because when he was in the den, 
we weren't suppose to go in and disturb him. 
The doors were shut,and you just didn't go 
in until he came out.

Jacox: How about the atmosphere of it; was it 
wallpapered, was it dark, light?

•
Rando1ph: To me it was dark, it was a dark room, 

because the windows are like corrugated, 
like these windows, and to me didn't a lot 
of sunshine.....
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Jacox: You mean like textured glass?

Randolph: (Yes), because they're the same glass 
that's downstairs.

Jacox: 1 guess thdt blocks people from—

RandoIph: See i ng in, (yes).

Jacox: How about the next room? What is behind— . 
Now this is the staircase 103» and you said 
that - what colors did you remember that 
staircase and that sort of alcove being?

Randolph: When 1 came through there, didn't 1 say it 
looks like the same color it was?

Jacox: Yes,

Randolph: That's the way 1 remember it.

Jacox: So that was like a dark brown?

Rando1ph: Dark brown or mahogany, you know.

Jacox: Well now it's two colors. It's dark brown 
along the lower part, and—

Randolph: It's light.

Jacox: On the top, do you remember that?

Randolph: That's the way 1 remember it.

Jacox: Okay I'm watching the clock.
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Randolph: Oh! It's twelve-thirty.

Jacox: Its twelve-thirty right now.

Rando1ph: Can 1, let me see if 1 can't get back by 
here. How long are you going to be here 
today?

Jacox: I'll be leaving at two but, Cel ia will be 
here.

Randolph: 1 don't know how long—

[END OF TAPE THREE]
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