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WELCOME TO CARPENTERS® HALL 1

Our buildings iIn Carpenters® Court have seen a great deal
of human events, and so i1t has been our privilege to play host
to the First Continental Congress and other notable gatherings
of colonial and national iImportance. Many events basic to the
history of Pennsylvania and Philadelphia have also taken place
in our Hall. It was the realization of this association with
the early forming of our nation and i1ts iInstitutions that led
us In 1857 to restore our old Hall, and open it to the public
as our contribution toward keeping foremost and vigorous the
inspiration of our common heritage.

As Carpenters® Hall approaches the beginning of its
second century as an historic shrine, i1t will become a principle
feature of the Independence National Historical Park. This
project of the National Park Service will give it the importance
and dignity of setting which i1t so rightly deserves, and will
further secure i1ts continuing existence.

We are indebted to the American Philosophical Society
for making this publication possible by granting us the privi-
lege of reprinting Mr. _Peterson®"s essay, which has just
appeared iIn their Transactions. (Volume *3, Part 1). This
study tells much of the rich associations of our Hall with the
past and we trust that study will continue and welcome all
students to add to our store of knowledge.

We hope that you will enjoy your visit to Carpenters”
Hall and will return with your friends.

David Merton Hunt, President

The Carpenters® Company of the
City and County of Philadelphia
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arpenters’ Company Library
For nearly two centuries the neat little brick hall of BUILDING THE HALL
the Carpenters’ Compa has stood in a small court off  Probably the oldest builders’ or amzatlon in the
Chestnut_Street [D, 1V], not far from the Delaware Unjted States Is the Carpenters’ Co Ap of the
River. The building has been physically associated and County of Philadelphia.2 The [ye of its found n
with many events and personalities of national, state, and  Was 1724.” The town Waé then still young_and Be
local importance but no satisfactory account of them has ~ Franklin—also young—nad just come down ’fom Bos
ever been assembled. The writef offers this compila- o fo try is fortune 2 & Jourmeyman printer. It was

the beginning of a great er
fion & a beginning.1 Thegnevv gssoma%1 lon WﬁS formed “for the gurpose of

1 This oAy was first Bubhshed in mimeographed form Janu-obtaining Instruction In the science of architecture ana
‘Notes on Carpenters” Hall,”. U. Pl Natl. Pa& assisting ?uch of their members as shguldboy %Qldent be
Srr)\é'acred%ts LCozfrlsenters Shrﬂe in AnEeOrrItCIgn ; rl|ttarewOr @ In need o support or the widows and minar chi ?ren of
§ aﬁ 1951, and is used ‘again by courtesy 0 EgltorgEarIe '~ members. . The names of the ten original asso-
At glhe t|me of inco é)oranon In g%—Hmt founders were

ewt
The wr|trW|shes knowledge special. favors and_assist- med t ‘H roenter maintenanc
e Iven% e St of He Amgrlca% T;II sophlcPS oo, ot %ee% dlblished 2hout 1o g o

0clet ?a | E
tod|an rgf eHaFmePnanyMigsc uoltrjlge af I%Sukeacélsr(l){\]/ersng %St %Fa@esn%/ef%r a%[F gec%ura(] ”aq”ﬂn'ﬁ%em ﬁ'{ugpf'srq”‘i}”s

The eétenswe collection of manuscn fs, ound an unbog ursement of re |ef unds IF ed memb ers? {a
Htell rary of the arPenterﬁ ny are no} orgamze 50 geceaged Wwas an Important function and 1S often detailed n
this wrlfer H\Pabe 0 make complete use of them in the % %
time o far availanle The Act of Incorporation of 1790 by the Pennsylvania

%
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ciators have been preserved 4but the records of the first
ortp years were long ago lost. That founder James
Por ues be ue thed the Comp p his architectural books
In 1734, that the omgang self made an appropriation
for this’ purpose in 1736 and that a second company of
car ent%rs Was assimilated in 1752 are the p nly tradi-

tions which have been preserved for this early period.5
Presumabl meetings were held in the homes of mem-

bers or In faverns, as were thoge of Franklin’s Junto, or-
ganized about the same time.

The exact rof?ssronal nature of the assocratron inthe
earliest years is likewise obscure. Membership in the
Company seems alwa?/s to have tended towards master
carp nters rather tharf journeymen. In this way It was
more of a contractors’ orﬁanrzatron than a trades union
in the modern sense.  The Reverend Manasseh Cutler
of Ipswich mentioned the Company in 1787 as “a num-
ber of wealthy mechanics, principally Carpenters 1
In 1818 it was described by the English architect La-
trobe as a “rich & numerous Guild.”8, But the master
carpenter while trained as a mechanic in the use of
tools was more than a carpenter. He shared the duties
of the architect and the contractor of today. The mem-
bers of the Carpenters’ Company and théir competitors
were thus responsible for muchof the design and con-

S R e

enters H p a formed them
e e et ke st M 6
ih?ade Iphia, 5 %’ 7 Batters n 3% hite, 1

o The 'ten " original members, with notes by Joseph Jackson,
oseph (or John) Henmarsh, who died in 1
iamslP%g]rteui Qhr oS TPortuesJ Ih d ed in 1737

amuel Powell, 3 gd to |%Wat on’s Annals as “The Rich
ren er " Who
Jaco ser There arrf no records hersdeath in Phila-
elphig, a th re later was ro h er. of
h ame gnp 0 Was re ortd avn% H |scr
ut ater of Virg n1ta It is fossible that this Usher spent tfie
ema der ot his Ah atter rovrne
H V¥ﬁ eg who died In who was tlhe original
of f ouse %vdlndependence Hal
arrrson

JgEe Nichols (or Nrcholas |e
ﬂ Harrison who7was ne qburldlers of Christ Church,

and o
TSI
ecor ut that he Was 9%5 hoﬁ avrng
[ eeapra? i naanr.rtgan e
39 40 qunJI fh] 'h P: penters? r} he
B A
oren, dben a&rn ran |n 72 Lo tnam
ft99 Unt the [uil e(p I-t there seems 0
eennomeetr aern 95 or hire
i@ qé(r)r%masa 88correspondenceo ev. Manasseh Cutler
robe to Jefferson, B [timore

L at arch 7, 1818, Thomas
\J/\e;fafghrsr%]toannéut N (t)rvotn rInaprbarlf S%%Glg Padover, Ed?, 49%,
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Btnictron of wpat Was Prowrng to be the TJar e?] t and be[s
uilt city In the English co nres Be or e Revoly
tion, hundreds of hotses were urtannua )/an It too
hundreds of carpenters to do it. Only %eatrvely ew
were ever admitted to the Company. “There were' rival
or %nrzatrons but none of them achieved the prominence
eorr Inal group.

Pro essor Summerson’s remarks about building de-

sign in the London of Sir Christopher Wren’s time ap-
ply equally well to Philadelphia a century later:

There. was, Jet ps rememper 0 arc |tectural professron
no efrn te men st emse aa]rchrtec thé

Ern} averpy speclal, an b%h inte ectu srgprfrcance
md was ar |e on under the supervision artrsana
mg1 emset(v%s masons brrc ers or ca enters dadt
suc eg worked to a %od down fro telorrrr]rS

Pefs mereﬁg modifie SUCCGSSIVG eneraﬁ
tsmenmen on consrste amost entirel the wor

Yt dng est nderstécodltfncwa%/ da ds gaen\tl%r en w re td“h?éh
g% mtgthrng abearlenlt 0se who had not, were expected to know

Although the bricklayers, the stone-cutters, the plas-
terers, and other mechanical trades had their own asso-
ciations In Philadelphia, none of them became as well
estabhshed as the Carpenters’ Company.

The Philadelphia organization was undoubtedly fash-
loned after the trade ‘quilds of England of which the
Worshipful Company of Carpenters of London is the
best known. ~The latter originated in medieval times
and its regulatrons were codified in a Book of Ordi-
nances made September 1, 1333, in the reign of Edward
11, Aid to members injured “as by falling down of a
house or hurting of an eye or other divers srcknesses”
and a decent burial for the dead were main objectives.lD
The account books of the present organization go back
to the year 1438 and the charter from Edwar IV to

9J0hn Summerson Heep]/enh( mansrons 62, N has.
Scrr ner's  Sons ife and portunrtres of an

h‘t g tenté‘épté“h%rparého%%écttbtte s occupation for-a
C%RPENTERS d for éhrs Jrade ught to he
tout, |n enrous wrhte El oera ehHan n]estaftO tithmetic,

eom glrtﬂﬁ 'tﬁ ithout whi catronst
r

ar etter La?ourers
etgh w%r Bare rom s(x to six, and. their Wa es
common

ing, Hau
“°trteretate AL pe T Wittan Apper

8reat de | bgsr es %tolg? bu lI)ntelrrr]egar'\ell asset\e/e[ﬁ eqrees 0 them
ﬁ ? have a

ap 5e terme tﬁ/l ders, wi

F gea gnem nt andwS oney 0o, anp:] ?mg these are

0 lplrve ors ve b daue%“tsmenO osle/l ecn ée uarness R0

n 1 ge_ grréjg ne%grrp;on ora 5? trades drgested in a?phabetrcal
e?rrsd rea sttg]i the Am rrc?n c%)enter -architect evolu-

T
tiop, IS unaer wa Lourse a
per]?%eés % 5 resto T|-l!r H/\é%g | f3tr3 &ompayny of Car-

0€s not re

London,
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1477 when the members were referred to as “the Free- paid. The property ran back 255 feet to Howel’s tan-
men of the Mystery of Carpentry o? our City of 5ard on th er)ouFt)h b¥anch of Dock Creek and behind the
London. 1L old Fubh% school on Fourth Streetb (fi 0%

The oldest record book preserved amono the manu-  Plans for development were soon under consideration
scripts of the Phlladelphla ?m any shows that by 1763 and at the meeting of April 18, 1768, it was recorded
the ‘erection of a meeting hall was’being contemplated:  that

the followi Membe p inted _Jos. F takem into Conslderat on the Improvement of the|r Lott
Thornhill Jno n(ﬁqoodwm 0E< 8d< n og<e f] S |h x | bite tch %or a .Buildin thereon
ﬂ?lxslép%q %e %Hper Lott quGroun to Bul q? Mem ers Ware d esne% %onm er When

I
Lty Ll it Yagr e é’ﬁ"ﬁﬁ! e i L
Valueing Carpenters ok influential architects and master carpenters of his period,

Five years later a site on the south side of Chestnut —drew these olans nimself is pot known. ~ At any rate he
Street’ was acquired in the name of three members—  was one of the moving spirits of the project.

Fig. 3. Luken S Plat, 1785, Carpenters’ Hall was built befween two branches of
? ’\éreek %west fot eptops Free Iy\llgrary of Smlla(]]elph?a

Bengamm Loxley, Thomas Nevell, and Rob?rt Smlth 14 Before the end of the year the Company be(tzan 0
Was a narrow lot with asth dalx foot ronta\% im rove the bundmgs already on_thejr lot. AT Jeast
which there were aIreadX some puildings, and for Which  one of them was to De rented out for the benefit oft
a ground rent of 176 Spanish milled pleces of eight were  Compan sttreasur 4 Two yeal_rls”Iatecr) thJe Compazn
was rea 0 build their new Ha n Januar
coneowatd @ aﬁ'Lr{{g) p, An historicg acciunt pHn Wong'pful U051t in the lot wes tranferred from Gumning- Bed:
more oxt nswePN vamé ade IS Bower ford et al.I7 and at a meetlno on the thirtieth It was
§ Recorso fiors Ipfu ompan of Carpenters, voted to proceed.8 Twenty-two members subscribed

Jﬁor eetlgo tA nY 1763 The Act {ofjI Inc(oréJoratign ang 15Th|§ was the first qnbhc school n] Phlladel%hla found%df]

-Lazvs of the Carpenters™ Company, (A 689 under George Keiln.. The school house, two sto
raﬁ\I\Iyardens By k 769-1781, MS, CC |brar In 1770 énci Rt tr %8 ﬁl E] o't?e bmfl q ggmﬁi'gﬁ wnpnn ﬁwe sﬁn
Iet ment|ons rent ompan tn are Joine clo ure em s 1859)" Watson W, Dewe son
nd becam rs 0 m an as sub |st etc o t |am Forre t Estate, The Frien
[ Upwards o thirt ears ( mutes 0
H? P ﬁ Cz\ﬁentetr () ow&ny, MS RO f Smith T FC /Fa)gtatoelﬁrnlc%r?)g?gtg 0tk I'(Zarpenters Company, etc., na,
L Bliladelohia Deed Book T4: 146 (February 3, 1768). Phila. 1873 ed. (ALCC), 3941 g
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nearly two hundred pounds 9 and a few days later—
Febraary 5—construction was begun.2)

Progress may be rou hl¥ followed by entries in the
account hooks of payments for materials and labor.
These are samples:

1770
Sept 18 Cellar excavation and furnishing bricks 2L

ﬁct ) gpg?ng roof
Dot 26 VM ang bl

1771
Oct. 24

1772

May 14 Gotbic sashes for front windows
Dec. 30 Lat

1773 . ol
En %ﬁ Etagnepgtees

eb. 0or
ainting and glazing

Planing floor and fencing alley

ec. 2

1774

Apr. 8 Plasterin
ABg ! Starsrs ’

The fact that ¢300 was borrowed of Joseph Fox early
in 1773 for the completion of the building provides a
check on constructron progressZZ On December 22,
3, the Hall was survey&d for fire insurance and a
Polrc for £750 taken out with the Contributionship for
he Assurance of Houses against Loss by Fire, that

19The original list of subscribers was:

ja es Pearson
n Goodwin
Ro e[]t mrth
0Se

B

iESI-Pt% Icsock 1@
n Kee
Sr as En [!es
i ]
il & 4
ames rars ury

ames Potter
%aac WS 2
?In‘%m Ro[bmson é
Jose Govett
%mgba arlrle ]él
zekial W

Joseph Fo

orreII Zj
¢196/5/11

Co mrt(te(e ref)ort of July 18, 1814. ACM.
% N HaF er wafs pard 211210 for hauling thirteen loads of

ba atstone rte

At W e e
Frs start a] an. :flpprentrc to James Portugs and was a be
ciary of his wil
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venerable company, whose records are g treasure house
for %rc hitectural Historians (see APpendrx V),
earchrtectural effect, however, was not qite com
plete—even in the spring of 1775—but the Comp an%/
extended itself far enolgh for the time being, it was
now agreed that as their Hall is now so far finished
Accomadate the Compy that no More Money be Ex-
Pended on their premrses untrl the sums advanced by
he SeveraI members De_fu %Ea' —Exce |t be or
necessary Reparr, was the a?/ after t e
Battle 0 Lexrngton and |t was not until well after the
War was over“that the main doorways were finally

T(be rrst recorded use of the new Hall was for a
meeting of the Carpenters’ Cg gan%/ on January 21,
17715 This meeting, in the dead of winter—with the
glass not vet In the Windows—does not seem to have
een repedted. Probably it was held as an_ inspection
of Rro ess, many of the members having their Hourne

work there. By January of 1774, Rowevey,
c Pletron was nearrn% and arran?ements weremade
rishing chairs and tables for the ground floor.5

InA ril |tws roposed to appoint a caretaker to. kee

the Hall and ﬁs Purr?rture in orprﬁr anrjl to tend the ?rres%
arden’s B ok ril 20, 1775).

%zgtArc |tectura er b Srbrgcaﬂsgevefr seems to ha\]/e attracted

irauc attentron \%ra%grt/ew yo g go c;tr?rons rPoewne o{e“b g

Is rt v retty Drowne to Hon P ren
17 enna Ma Hrst

turr e s r t e tops q e

rttFe more rr?otrt]r %af l)ewo the tate s 4

U ¥ Jetrstronst?

and | Of mstancg F}( g l[ oma ?
nistorcal Wrrters the structure seems {0 have nad little popular

att ntron eor)er Ifas resotoraégnmrn ourthouse at Easton, Pa.,
burIt 7% demo We% 186 %ﬁ often been compared wr
ate iew o this orm

max/ ese IS 0C. enna é\tl\é?rﬁteorry ét%c ion4: %Erng
Amelr IaHrPstJ Soc 19 sltsattor{toa toer cgtT %ﬂse (r)rlrm ecentra[
3uare at Ehaitrgr A mcig e a%ter) Iarrfenters f
adelphia bul mg was built Tater and It 1s p%s e
d B

fhat tbhee reyerse walsa t%e—t nu state courthous
By élompg Ftarn e aﬁp

[e-use
th ki e tﬂretﬁtrbr ke

At S AREE L
e “rﬁ'sﬁﬁth i arétts%tem b Sl

men
%[nr:lsﬁ’eéma azettteelﬁ %ua{ger gteetrng { ere on %anuary 2%?

2 Meeting of April 26, 1774 CC, 40, On March 24, 1773 “a
back Wom(an \vas "pal foFr shill moqs “for Cleaning te West
ar custo ervrce w Bzren

6t Up unti 9 meetl niar
gr*l T e i
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THE LIBRARY UPSTAIRS for them. The Secretar(rowarted upon Peyton Ran-

Wihen Carpenters Hﬁllwafﬂﬁbout half completed, e dolph, Charrman ﬁ?f the Congress . ... WHIT Iis offer

Lrbrar Compan iladelphia, a famou rnstrtutron and he was pleased to say he Was much 0
Oun e b Bp gmm Franklin. was offered the 0ppor- When the Revo Ut|0nary War %Ot und er a t e Di-

tunity of renting part of It The Library, then in the rectors becamea prenensive for the safety of the library
tatey House, v%an) artrcularly Short.of pace for It and asked for aultiority 10 remove (e books “incese

uture Event should render that Measure necessary.”
5} rIosopherFa earp V\?argtg% first (;Tones,d%sr%d% bou”teb“’?h"; The Library stayed, as jt turned out, although is o?olera

tion was embarrassed by the use of the blilding as a

HE,”O% ﬁgd b%%??g‘géeﬁ{,? fc.Sgnpe%‘FSdaJhe lihole stoone hospital by both the A¥nerrcan and British arrgnres41
This agreement was reached on Octoﬁer 26, 1772, and  High wartime prices added problems, and, after the
the Carpenters’ Company proceeded “to fumish the evacuation of the British in 1778, firewood and candles
House re y?or the LI raPy Company. to move in.3  became so dear as to shorten the hours of opening. 2
The Iatter appainted a committee for fift rn% up the new The Reverend Manasseh Cutler of Ipswich, Massa-
uarters and Thomas Nevel| of the Carg nters’ chusetts, left us with the best description of the Library
e e el Jafn v

W
a0 DOOK Selves protected By Wit Jtice Work. . The . 0?_? 1ftr%fnd'””ef e Dell of the, Church near CaIP
WlndOWS were fitted W|th inside shutters? and. the EookswaiNoé)lmmorﬁ] urgose l%recewm andd iver r\g

rooms eatedb 0 en Ire A dozen Wrndsor Chalr?% ediately repaire to if, as IT'was a favora
SIX rass scon rar C%Arlr? acn arpﬁjg gedrs% v\éert%m se(? opportunity for viewing every part.

rovided. Ved | i
g ik Accordrn to 2 CONEMOrATy Iettepr T In the east room upstarrs he found the book collection

books are kept in one IareRoomadrn another hand- large and excellent . . ..now hecome the, publc fibrar
some_Appartment the A%paratus is deposited and the f thneole%”f"aerﬁ”{ d 0 HXet leer i ”aar“é‘%[jd

Dirgctors meet.” ro SO S sppared fo b i
The following year, as the Continental Congress con- ranged e lfn oo order utr% nithber ofbo HJ
vened on the lower floor, the Directors of the Library | e an e(rgmq)t”gre Oﬁtsg araeroeosr Sgaorpatgreot% 3
Company offered “the use of such Books as they may —ofrary at-amonage ﬁ oleas 3£ i lmé an
have occasion for dUI’Iﬂg their srttrng, takrng d recerpt WOf 8 s to H] %ooks eves W B IS made of a large
Ire su?ﬂcrentar oge o read the [abels, but no ho k c%n
'Ccres“zr BT o e iy, con o A O s e i S ol
hl F PDLCS ?V‘es %rary Eompany i Phrlademhra %e KnowIad0 ”e ‘r brar day Here werea large number
g R inr uced to a number of the mem-

It ha de(enJ urr%)%%eﬂrat elnbtﬁgrgnb foreertgte;1 1?0;23 asvvsrtt rtt Fgr rfrt’t]% Pml?rargr I\% wgrceleeyonducted rHto e Cabinet,
Li rar @ ar %ns 00 th ﬁ IS a large room on the l(\)/ID site sjae 031} ] entrg
and, over the room w er]e tr\ chapica els are d

Mq Jgn% T Changed 10 8 sove in 1786, See ko @?jietﬁr col'jegrforwgfhltutrﬁ guerarsrlsjrrtereg rrvdﬁrwé'rp aarg“sog% e

Ela AB (i are arran arg CO talned princi-
4

R ?q g s ;ﬁrereg i
Vif'znrr i gl g g B
X égLetter Deoember 28 1773) Thg "ﬁeegr{ﬂ;u ﬂg)nsa av\éefy %r]rc 0 rr])r r?net AS engti]e

1773 The ch?ndelrers made by Gabriel ont, e panes 0
DLC 2
teesp Fioom Was }he ‘Apparatus Room. noveftﬁ?was of{ere oner smoo

o tau (%Pfﬂlg% 0 IDrayian OFurancrs gmgrrr]awrﬁlrg art of tetoot hrc rs one ocot r ajrrrseirgo Itl %gre}ater
gse maraar?é“a 8@“” 0 ssolt?otﬁres OUSTX ’%1 Q'Q}t%ﬂ]ﬁ”g At genwtastoonl Yﬁéﬁt & er\rerrer o r(riotevré%d g recr% )
EA EE § xei In t e utte a window, t0 mal%e a rars%owr?ntro tta eltup Jflrjo erit arto It ou%scaré:re sev raq
F[ ¢ W ICHT represent ob&ects In_terr [)noyt AT volumes in s Museu?n l1ate| ub hed
Bgtumrg colous onasgrr]een 2 n% toecaotex ct drings mey [f]fros a”j!n elery ﬁrlant IS re reser] n lorge (iopé)
E{er{Eents o# thi corro 5 Tachine ma Be seen ev%PXnnrternoon u%% cu[Fhec%utrﬁorSonamneatlurcean ol readl ?ect They viero
acke

j arg fﬁ‘ﬂ rnos S%rr enters sylvanra ioEPDL 7%{% Sept, 29, 1774
I

rrrreerrra“e}o 1 “aseré’a?nb "d' . “'5 “mer i g e 7, pICC, 246
c\oset andn}re ood thrown in. Al L ec Ig 177331 Nov.
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awlrﬁs%}nats g)r(rdmr}tr)]ep%se%r hseto be per rttﬂesdthoe takeeégrem or(r)t reach%d Philadelphia in May 1774 and fanned anti-
this reason they are in the l\/?useum and not rnyt eLrEraryA% Briis Vgﬁn“%net g%da Peesvi\)’egta%m public meeting was
Johann David Schopf, a German visitor and perhaps caIIed on June 15 and a committee of fortfy thre% Was
more sophisticated, wrote that “the number of o?ks IS named fo raise a subscription for the refief of Boston,
not very'great” and that the librarians “could nof always ~ Resolutions were passe condemnrnﬁ1 the conduct of
find bgoks, named jn the catalogue.” Ip |ooking over Parliament assertrn the rights of the co onrsts and
the collection of minerals e comrflarned that he couId recommendrnq the or%anrzatron of a general congress
find “no Indication of name or place of rscoverg to represent all the provinces.48 Com rtges ofC rre-
As the eari passed b%/ the book collection Incr afsed sgon ence met up and down the coast and sujtable ar-
in_size an vaue and the Directors were not satis anﬁments wereion deveIoPdfor n assemoly to sit
wrth the fire saferﬁof the burIdrng the lower floor and ilagelphia in less than three montns.  Master Car-
basement o wh rc were used for a great variety of enter Robert Smith, like some other members of the
Evursposs 3/ 184, when the CarPenters Compa Hy arpenters’ ComPany, was active in this movement and
as rng more than double the ofiginal rent4 the  was soon

apﬁorn, ed 1o the Philadelphia “Committee of

Directors Of the LrbrarK be%an to Jook around for'a new  Correspon f ce” which met at CarP nters’ Hall on June

Iocatron Eventually they Oecided to build a new build- 274, he atter was the only avajlable privately-owned

g and on its com letion In 1790 they moved out of meetrn% place In the city and anti- government political
enters’ Hall an turned In the keys which they had  session were held there’ off and onall summer.

heI for seventeen years.4/ A read }/ there were two well- defrned factions.. Jo-

Ioway conservatrve SPeaker of the Provincial

THE FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS AssembR/N coN roIe the use_of the Pennsylvania State

The storm clouds of the Amerjcan Revolution were 0 blocks. awa Chartls Thomson, staunch
%atherrn% fast while the lower floor of the Hall was revofutronary spirit anl Gl loway’s open adversary,

eing i rshed News of closing the Port o Bos served & secretary to the repeflious faction at Carpef

ﬂg There were both social and business rmrnlrc%rons
lo\?\Pn i ol p{gTraV/?\lsbln tge Confederation, h86 8{ Resistance to Britain was being organized on a broad
la, X f]e‘i fare oy, A el oF ARl basis and those marshallrn Jofl sentment viere cour
e omeng tea ¥ Gomp ﬁstaws O rn%te favor and supﬁorg Y the tradesrt)eope %nd me-

hanics. In Boston the boycott against British goods
S LA Pa'd for epalring the Larthor or the-r /% had een orrgrnated and “ca ried th? 0’ by the two vgener

Dec. 3 ?rd fl—trckory V(\!% 18 (eor ers of men stre gchanrcks & hyshandmen”
gwl arfage “and hauling U8 an epropaﬂan aRu lished on this occasion, went on
| L s grglng it = to call them “the strength of every community.” 0 The

[%oun o'y We s Ac PhrIadeIphra Gl enters were corisidered to be the most
unt or aking . Door an grocHrrng Influential and est 0 rganrzed of the Industrial b?dres
aterla or the"Chimney in the Librar i an(d ttrt]e cérglr[cgceatther tHa welsz an etxprt%ssronho the

" Wi ic outlook. until” then the me-
ﬁg\g}: %8. 1788 gr glbs”oof%%gglceess%t %%dapalr of tin 2 ghanrc %ad not een consulted abgut the affairs of gov-
ave sa erment.  Their ?Tngosre numbers—mechanics of ew

o Wetté”%m‘t‘ee o, Crimress nd ) oriplang Balinie 5 et e aogeset po

Oct. 17, 1789 E%gé:@;’r Weeﬁ e Ao Chimnies and , — fereq Béroups kgept in touch with each otfer.

N%réufrﬂntc F§Id %d'x

45

Dec. 22

At 43 The™ Philadelphia newspapers took up the contro-
i T, B versy ; the Royglrst paper E ﬁtreatened the Carpenters’

oving. Seems to have taken place on or g tOct ber ohnanrn Watson, Annals of Phil Iph 21 884
Werrlebls((j)]dr%g th%SCaéﬂen?ers @ 1§he rpa roven%erl ﬁ ﬂg %nn%vﬁrqced ani(t ter"urjn]eeetrng o? th?s9 Corﬁr]nrttge }t Car

Jul
ov. ese er artition an
rve wrndow shutte A ;davrt Jan, Se 1 L rary Co. oq 19g%eéalph k/olney Harlow, Samuel Adams, 227, N. Y., Holt,

Phila., uncata apers
)\ ccoun& gﬁacha I son, Qctober 7, 1790 shou]vst at The Pennsylvgnra Packet, I}/Ia% 30, 1774, an ounce]d that
rar ompany wase tgebwrndows and' whitewashed the merchan of Ne f 8rk ad reac

0 Aar ments” as the agreement reatrn (r)n ?ﬁe?rn IEimmrtte ofrespond encee o
Hrsto ”e ne burld 953 d (t : { P

H Homd de

% |

e En ol ?%éf_ 8 COT Hoe resB%?ﬁ?eaea”l%cma”tﬁ% o cérr“’w”n'd‘e‘}
; ,1\615a15 bl reepuBIrsheg Al |£p rss}ﬁrle 05. SoC. 85p 333 Z tﬁemnergtrborrng co?onf)es Marylan Journal. My 2
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Company for letting thejr hall be used for such subver-
sive ass bresEB and the Pennsylvania Packet main-
tarne a rveyopposr lon. . “Schoolmaster” on June 13,
sasy 8s there is no end of o[ﬁﬁressron when
farrIP/ ablished n any country, we mUst expect tax
afte tax as long as the ‘inhabitants are able to pa any.
... It will bethe same with the Labourer ang Me-
chanrc for the man who now earns 35 a day, erI not
recerve moret an 1/6, and per aps not sp
On Ju Py 18, 1774, there was a meetrnP the Pennsyl
vania Provincial Committee in the HalP’% But the |ocal
movement was soon overshadowed by the rush of na-
tional affarrs towards the crigis.

As the % rr;ates to the first Continental ContTrress
began to gather early In Se tem er, two meetrng places
offered the ~State

Were adv Cﬁte d—Joseph Gl owarp
House and the Carpenters’ Company a arn offere their
Hall.  The_ State House was overw emrn%y turned
down and Carpenters Hall was again select

The specific process was_ not without interest as de-
scribed In letters of the period. John Adams, delegate
from Massachusetts who had arrived in” Philadelphia
on Au%ust 29, took a stroll about the city the following
day and noted in his journal that he had seen Carpenters
Hall “where ConPress IS to sit.” % But the matter had
not yet been publicly and officially settled, for on Sep-
tember 5 Adams wrote the account often quoted in this

connection:
ber tat the Crt or Smith’s) Taverp, at te
ocToc %wa ke tot ters HaII tnhetet ey tooF
VY) the room, a ecam erwerer an ‘exce
entk rary there |sasoa long entry where gen em B
a convenrenh chamber osrte 0 the J
enera

9 cr}/ s, that t |s was 0od 100 e)
q gston was éther we were satisfied with t |s roo
gassed In'the affirmatiy

mee% v

Very few w re fort
Eﬁd they were ¢ mflyﬁromyPennsy vania ang
harI s J, Gohen, Th origl fCar en ers’ Hall, . Phil
dngh(ra Welth |n8§ents % %ﬁor po roc Numrsmat?c
ntrquarran 0c P |Ia 919

arles F gcrs Adams, Ed., The works of John Adams 2:
3 Ioto é

T £ mscrdent IS descrrb d more artrcularlé/

teCp Ess tﬁﬁ T ? e”dd(te e Eavg terst

0us
yse of thieir Hall. wsaree to E lew 0
roceee to the nters YB rogos%d

In al res ects suitable It

the str het er th at s m a
not ith out
sere E/e State house. ?iual&v convenien ”
fto epre rred ovmcra andt ar enJers a\
es, as It Wwas ten guet t

N
\eartert segrlhseed to%eagnreesc of & eec|t_|\(l)VH ich %@5 noé ! ua"a]){
ed

tp %east to en urr§1whet er t

mnvoerr}rtentfIXe e ueﬁtro a\?laesn eOrW ve]r called tor; an
(F:dfl (}/ V\fe t? tp etfers o? pmbers of the C npnental
shin ie %

cor ?rrrassto ‘Silas eangtone choice was]St o ?gsply agreeabf

E)/ James D ne

PETERSON [TRANS. AMER. PHIL. SOC.

A delegate from New Jergeﬁ/ noted that the sentiment
Was S0 stronérth he ana his colleagues did pot dare
r()p pose It. Both the selection o the Hall and that of
harles Thomson as secretary were decisions “privately
settled an Int rest made out o{ Doors.” &

On the first cay, forty-six de riates presented therr
credentials, eIecte 'a president, selecte asecretary
doorman and a messenger, and then adjourned for the

¥hese were bold men: their lives were at stake. On
September 7 Charles Carroll wrote home to his father
in Annapohs ‘| believe the Congress will not continue
to set | ong partrcularly In this place, should the news
brought yesterda g/an express grove frue.” P The
Con ress however, sat at C rgent s Hall some seven
weeks (fig. g During those momentous_secret ses-
sions a manifest of grrevances against the British gov-
erpment was adopted, addresses were prepared for"the
King and for the' Englis peoHIe the bold resistance of
Massachusetts commended, and a gener“al embargo . of
British goods adopted Commrttee of “safet ?nd in-
spection” were authorized fo implement these policies,d)
which eventually prevarled through years of ‘war and

hardshi
GaIIoF\)rva It erI he remembered, subseguently col-
Iborated wrth he British as the%o pied Philadelphia

CCu
he had the titles of ' Crt)(] rnrstrator and super-
|nt ndent of polrce and of the port But afterwards he
to flee to England and his Rroperty was confis-
ca&ed(tl Thomson; who had cast his lot with the other
side, was to serve nearly fifteen years as secretary to the
Continental Congress.
Solomon Drowne, a medical student from Providence,
Rhode Island, in"a letter home gives us an outsider’s
view of these proceedings:

Theé ass%mbled at ahout 9 o% 10 Oclock am and bre&

out t meeting put
ilo Ins w twrt us mtog I-?a(i W |ct] |s a ver con
Hetod us theré were

Snrer]tan srl)rr]ntw\e,t\}re |reW m? Ince retiri
to tﬁepaes i OT\/Iy E?Iood thrﬁ g ?o Cr%e ernn
gasant View of so man

Councll.
tt e agreeable, EP no le and sage
atriots, met In the great Cause of Liber
oth mechanics and citizens in neral but mortrf ing to the
ast eoreet t\/lr g Ilowa ang arty, thog
Bancroft, without citin hrs ource, wot ‘from respect (Ljorte

mechan|cs, It Wwas actepte reat majority.”  George
Bancro @rstory o? theJ nrtgd Stgtes otn AJmer ca 4 3%
n 187
Jer; Archives.
arylan Hrstorrcal cret rroll Papers 3. 69,
il %trgln e%r an CmIIftaeard T rrsew\ erican
neels S|ct|onar o2f American Brograp V. ?\fAY Charles Scrib-

%—bonour ié %ﬁdelphra Oct. 5 1774,

T ﬁ‘traca%%ts P s e e
avarlgb Sntegroun roor at this trmg here were two siml-
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Fig. 4 “The First,Prayer in Copgress,” copyright 1848, T. H. Matteson’s efrongous reconstruction of
v Carpeynters Haﬂgrnterror a@yop 1t774 Independence Ha(ﬁ] Coflectron

When war finally broke out in the s rrnd of 1775, era and Southern coIonres were read}/ the Middle colo-
Congress returning to Philadelphia, was ble Yo transfer  nies, especiall Penns¥gvanra were still h e?rtant Con-

its sssions fo the more commodious State House,  Car- servatrs , usually cha e omercantrese Interest and
Penters HaIIoontrnued In use by other %\rous Several uakerism, ke t Philadelphia loyal, even though the
mportant political bodies preoccupied with Revolution-  hack countr wrt Its German and_ Scotch-Irish P puIa

matters used It thﬁt ear, various Pennsylvania tron Was 4 xroHs {0 cooperate_with th% radica
%roups amon tem T ongressronal Commrttee of May 15 1/76, the Continental Congress had gone so far
fety®@ and” the Committee nAmerrc%n anu ac ft%adoptaresolutron urgrng the olonies "to a?sume
tures also met there and as did the main h e powers of Government.” Jopn Ada scaIeE it
gress for te funeral of Peyton Randolph rts frrst the most important Resolutron that as ever heen faken
resident.tb in America .,. an Ep (oc a decisive event.” opreé
Had not Philadelphja. been so consprcuou? in the  of the resolution were ispatched north and south an
theater of national politics during the” Revo utronar?/ one was read toa ar%e crowd, in the State House Yard
period, another convention held in Carpenters’ Hall May 20. The Pe ns%/ vania Assembly Was declared
would be known as one of the most famous occasions in incom tent 0 handleteemerd/ency and  quick Steﬂ
T T e OGRS e e e
Ve’}ﬁ%“dg’c,SIOE#?SyseV&’}r'gfrgm éneﬁ%nduﬂgd taken a long and Liberties of hrIade¥ghra ca?led for a convention tg

organize a new government for the province.
time and much promotion to reach. - When the North-  ™gany eninentmen including Benr%mrn Franklin and

!]aar”\r\rl)oms a proxr darb yaawe %8 on rteheer Sstrdre0 ‘th ”r}veascedsterﬁl Drr] Eenjamrn Rush, were delegates to this_convention,
ngchar Betts Carpen pac Halh p which met at Carpenters’ Hall.& Colonel Thomas Mc-

g end 1t historic mef- 6  Among the f mber from Berks Count were CoIoneI
b\Jac son Encyclgfedra of Pnrladelphra 2. 376, Harrisburg,  Henr aIIergr da & one Nro olas Etz Wwho bg éﬁp@ N f
itor for

Hist. Assn. 1931, Marsha aster General and Commission rage an
éé Army, @hrarles ghoema erg later

A the ontrnenta
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Kean of Philadelphia was chosen president. On the
first day it was U ammously agreed to follow the other
coIonres in secedin f% %m England ang to call a constitu-
tional convention for the province. . The second day the
quahfrcatrons for franchrse were discussed, a pefifi tron
from some Philadelphia. Germans praying that all who
ity oo cont o e Assotor Al |
uﬁtc chuded he middle stratum of Phr?adel
|a and the western settlers who had had little repre-
?entatron n the sem%/ The convention went so
ar as to ev ort we ndred militia, or six bat-
%ahons on th e [provrnce and summonseg wer% sent out
or the constitytional convention planned for the follow-
Ing montn. . The Continental Co gress Was notrfredt at
Pennsylvania desired independerice and__the session
ended with a dipper at the Indian Queen Tavem.*T/
This memorable convention, like most of the states-
manshrp of the times, had “no qual foundation nor any
Dasis a et it was successful in all it undertoci
The Penns 1 ania Constitution of 1776 which resulted
?oon afterward IS sar% to have had more important and
ar-reaching efifects than any other of the new state
constitutions.®
As the frghtrn came ¢foser, the atmosphere of Phila-
dlphra became more mifitary. The lower floor_of ‘he
Hall was commandeered as an Infirmary for disabled
Amencan oldiers un er the command of General
Gates tece ar ){t e Army as otfrce and store-
oue Philadelphia was evacuate and occy-
by the ntrsh army In_Sep t mper 1777, the Hall
as contmue as hospital. /L It Iso to sheIter In-
mates of the cit msh us rned out rthe uartenng
oantrsh troo 372 The 0 owm Junet e cl tywas Ie-
occu | Amencans and te Continental Arm
was n he Hall, The Barrack-Mastey had sud-
ca led on the Carpenters’ Company for space /3
and he lower floor and cellar were taken over by Colonel

ontinental Loas and Jos? Herfter S. Senator_and
on ress an ap QUEmor o enn? vania, Captarn mjamrn
ade phia, member of”the Carpenters’ Company,

W&SﬁSO& ee

e g%son The Penns Ivapia Provi Conference
gl;ﬁﬁén ennge saa#? IT(lﬁe éennsélvagr%a @ons?rtétréon 0 e1776

ng %5 P%IE R ”'Va rgﬂgﬁ c%h%?nenl 3?1 thJe enn vsﬁﬂ
%9 strtut?on of 1% %enna Mag. Hist é%rog 16: ?Y %
for Arm)(:use |n Sra) L Hanld

D
t(\:/lg Ls‘ It asltlaet?lro ewlgﬁfj EOc 6023
re te art % ddh“”e is r n substantl P
ste(ﬂ) r%cause th Bgntrsh mter?ered théh
T edrar Rober Morton Penna. Mag Hist. &Biog.
(%h dBv 00r are vetx p %cegsrtate are
turn the ettenn 0 prt treet meet-

lumed out o e Be ouse putr
% ardensé'oolg ﬂg ent per annum,

1778% that_the rent

ers Hal
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Flower, Commissary-General of Military Stores, and
vanous ordnance shops were set pp on the lot.

1h emrhtar supplies at the Hall temporarily assumed
tactical |mpo ance when “Fort Wilson” (thé house of
James Wilson In an adjoining block) was surrounded

by a moh during a local riot of 1779." General Nrchola

and Daniel Clymer of the defending partt{ “proceede

hastily to the "Arsenal at. Carpenters’ H d filled

their pockets with_cartridges: thrs constrtuted their
whoIe supply.” 5 The mob was held

pn nenta Congress rturn%d {0 Car enters’

I-IlaII bnefyon June 21, 1783, when t err usual meetin

gace—% % State House—was besreped h mutmous vef-
rans of t eContmenta Army. -After this unna py 0C-
casrpn %y then ad ourned to Princeton rosslgr
Insulted by the disorderly and menacing appearance of
armed soldiers.” ©

AFTER THE WAR

All through the 1780 s—whrch saw the enp of the
Revolutionaty War—the Commissary-General of the
Contmental r

ty occupied the main roor of Carpen

ters” Hall—and 1ts basement—and._the Library omﬁany

remamed on the second floor, The American Phild

sophical Society for a time used the west, or “apparatus

room " of the latter. Just where the Carpenters’ Com-
|tseIf met 15 not clear.

e Philosophical Society, founded bh/ Benjamin
Franklin and six associates,in 1743 (and, therefore, the
oldest [earned society in this country) had met in Vari-
0us places Durin atB the Revolutionary War
meetings were suspended, but on April /. 1780, the
“Committee on Room” was directed 10 a ﬁl for jornt
use of theL Ibrar ompa]neyssaceﬁ was uc
cessful. for on April 11 the curators were ordere
move the Society's effects from the Unwersrt to ar
penters Hall. 8 ~ The minutes, however, identif Xon ya
ewr meetmgrs heI% there and it was regarded as 4 tempo-
rary measure at best. ®

17 e 4{ hiac QSnwaEn'caté%pé‘hﬁd 0 HE0 o depuery 4
occupant as arra?

§S oHn ers and fter’s sh as burIt o% rpart of
the otzorw at wa(s ro a & 8ar a[ dnance
the tinenta ress dé te ater ean s1srp

ﬁtp erﬁr%t\?vag rFgrgcvr\eatsarye T his PLoar 0 é l%ﬁ en
ossrrb% ctorial fred1 oo thnﬂ?evo utlon 66% 5&1
875éohn anning Watson, Annals of Philadelphia 1: 425, 1879—

o L B g
vania SOﬁ)IG'[g |ncrn all me ere W t
|ona at ecte

Bﬁyesrln etn?t enera e OSG%% ack son dV\?aS?Tr%e t%asﬁn

: lla@ p t i
e AT
|o% %5 0¢ rc IVes, ay 170 Report of Committee.

In most c’ases the place is not specified. On one occasion—
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For one. thing, Carrr)]enters Hall was not considered Passing over to the east room, where the Continental
secure againgt, fire ) and teSocret Wwas concerned for Con[qress had met, Cutler found'a sort of historical and
the safet of Its screnJrfrc f(o ectrons81 The cases con-  military collection;

taining the Irbrary ana books of natural history were put

under the e of Librarian Davrd thtenhouse who I, Js ngw, im % %‘ epositpry of, the [rp les of
tOU ht it ESI% move them to his home.® r¥ Weacr \?Iathcthet \hlssz] 0p ecsrocons St 0 tr?r% €5 0 %}h(t)rhoounS
OCIet had begun the Constructlon of ItS ow bUI sma 5 sr e.arms of ?ors standards,

ﬁer an men Co

on In ependence Square and rt finally transferred e fs m - hests, an tevarlous accoute y fs of
thgre late rh) 1789, ustqas the Lib rarY élom any was ¢ fﬁ{gna” et g Ao ehe t%“' ?{{}‘%eg cgfl?gh%]
movrngggrnto Its own new hall immediately acfoss Fifth ~ [EITERts, Hom  helc o ature am! B e
Street ornvh]ajlhé ?fhere are a co?fectron SevV ra? tr
Manasseh Cutler agarn left usaoood descri Jron of apture artisans de merican hm in b o?
the lower floor of Ca genters Hall Tn this period. He t?e”t]aet &tS Spaye in"honor to those Heroes
found there a sort of agricultural headquarters

The first ood ictorial record of Carpenters’ Hall
As we entered he Hall, we.went into a spacious middle

eared Whgn HaPI and Sellers of PhrIadeI hia printed
em% Ang lurned to our ”gY‘Vt ihe part,o e B i i Comp oy sfrrst ruIe tg)oo kn 1786, This rspa rare

nes are d?%csrtmdcaTt]neStrroJonmeht%saUgrg' i 2 ddsqo Work; orlgr a handful % pHIete c?gres %re nown
te so te 0or ront ele-

strunté’n”t?'”iﬂctﬁttgse&pr%h%m"“ EUeL pone sa%””'”ga Lopper plte endravings of e floor pln,

vaton o the Eitl et included & and ey are repro-
i e bl W S el i ey ey ch
ies orceanrn grgin, dressin fax emp, etc.. mo b5 from the original working drawings, now los
In the several orders of Arch tect re, an varrous ot er me front of the building is now pretty much as shown, ex
chaﬂlca'tgnggggtewgsomg 5rgg ta Oe to tecollect. U cept for some decorative urns on the roof® The
Vera/ Igefous man s 2 &l o t [Z oftered f%rF] frontispiece,” or decorative doorway seen on the copper

]
ﬁtltsetmv Ris 'h r,tcve tévre1 afa uetrlessS rgr h'ﬁ gerece ! dem plate, was not added until four yedrs later and with a
artic ?ﬁr attention and reiv ect tohrm A0 e TaE e pros. somewhat mocified design.
Eect g 1S unag Imse
It while he.secu

fo carry |'[ Into ex erimen and The first floor plan as engraved IS most |mp0rtant fo

Use h hsg(r)nreoo eerhhewnhogo t satrsfactron otersertr%ertrr? our understanding of the bilding. The partitions im-
Servme ¢ on¢ Succeeds yenuon, dnd satisiaction, g plied by the insurance survey of 1773 (defining a central
n, these syroundings et the locd A(%ncultural So- éorggueggratnrears and puo “b(}'}%hﬁgrg‘“(g?etﬁ“:; éfmmumgeﬁgggs \‘;ﬁsﬁm

clety, founded 1785.° General Washington noted In his
I)hthat he attenr?ed g ?trrrr#asubjects and thereb ntrrbnte ffuse t

dra one of Its sessions the same year.& r}y Im rovements In agriculture; the general adoption
Where has Vi Increase

roduct and to
— th
rlr%SSeptemt\er 1787re rthe met t Fran rhm b% ownI tlrrougeo Ibid., rm&r%vue ere qu E&regﬂ% Sthle of enfnes tI\(/)arr]nrfa0 ind of an hrf-

amin Fran N. Y Ma mrIIan trns torical museum Jn th in att Itrme Onecnnot he
ecem er 17%]3 were held at t e University. I rd 1 J W([){t errng hneth érter 0 rs e tors got mixe rhh)
e dénce iar strs th goom w&e il
a ot the ‘na uraI curr srtres | ther[t r‘rpt Aa Dec ration of t eIndegeM eo th(e nited States of America
rngo 3 | repor urat or e uffiel s framed, signed, and dec are ongre? rs he was,
en Haz e rn smeo mto eas uth rrse coure mrs nfnae( been” told tha(ti IS was the
—rom ot er he S rrrt stot eva rate etrn Pace¥vereteProvrnceo en{astévanrb rr])prove eDecIara
st S sta og] 2 lnde ende ce, which could nave true

rticle ar entes ompany of Philadelphia ad
thelr ru for measurrn va urn ouse carpent rs
Nov. 21, 1783),  Phila. 178, ates ere ot n mpered. ~ Miss a
12 f .5 17% 831 shown t at Th om Neve mae t e rawrn on whic
r 176, ra ere ase rov etrn
a ey lwas ai 0 ortem n
s rn ton ry Iy 18 uoted in Penna, M 1 We o er Pate rrn er was paid srx
Bro 18 n Ma azine 1: n J nua Hal| ang Sellers, een
L esréned bX COBzonet Morj;an % Rrrntrn e Boo s o the r(oes or Measurrng a uerng

H(hgtedn(theere in zheinter égen 1one ? arpenters v\ﬁo
e o 10 KR R e et e

A fin'0 Irorsr 5 Arch Vgsmarn er are é%f reservatron
Ihllgroc Amer, E?hr 05 S0 @D(mt 119 (

Rk e o e gty R e e e e
w[hé were convrncedo s necesst, and of he srst c hvhrlh nunsucce% attempt to oog[t b raming Whic ae
gto W uiad ford t0 he orted these yrns s mace y the wrfter \hen e Site

such an assoclatiqn, pro attend
Interests o? agrrcu(hurg. they soclety contrnue to meet regularly gP was removeg in 1951
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H

Early C d S K d fi
gurearevres arrfée atC(t) ge?-IaIPra&n U %Irezed egn eyororgrnvalf)

hallway through the burIdrng& are shown as dotted, indi-
cating that théir removal had either been accomplished,

or was planned.  As will be seen later theY had been
missing at least as far back as 1801 when the ground
floor was one large room. ~In other words, this ma}or

chanqe in the first floor plan took place between 1787

As the new building of the Library Company on Fifth
Street [C, IV] was being finished in_the summer of
1790, steps were taken fo improve Carpenters’ Hall
which would soon have its upper roor vacant for the
first time.  The architectural completion of the exterior
was undertaken at this period. 9 On July 19, 1790, a
committee was appointed. “to collect materials for the
steps, frontispiece, and windows of Hall” % and on the

wTh t tok place abo t 1786, when the. co [ate plap
géacso ol hgllaeéf irspsuggeste by two ifems in Ph) @omparhys

“By._ Cash Pa&d Samue{ Fgancoast for é]olumns for the Hall as
pr Receipt. 2:1.8.”

8 ved of Thoms é oemaRer %s rttgrree ounds ?/9 for fwo
mgwq?rram%g% or (;o(tr ns ?rt e Carpen ers Hall & hauling.
Partrtrons rr}] e lower a[YvaK would ave been bearrn
et et

ﬂ %r IS, Suspen ed rat erﬁr HP ﬁt d ?

IS type 1 Shown In e drg
p ns evidentl

usses, rest jn IWPk(P o & ie o

[yjrons

ot at the second

low. trus p
de outh of these
e a\(the trme an
oem

str‘ll in place. 1t 1s lke
er's “Red b

edar Logs™ and the Pancoast columns
noted_above.

9 The CoI ran M? azine, 25, Jan., 790 called the Ha]I da
nug or cour ea

room brrck [ ntin nasmal ave
rerpf il

g efore mentioned, |S J<e1p
p sent, gnd some e apartments are occupied for p
tores and offices.

B FRONTISPIECE a sulb%rdrnae L
tre as ap 5 oorwa teated more elaborate
erest oft ¢ fac ean more I 1ess as a separate comp srtron

CHARLES E. PETERSON

[TRANS. AMER. PHIL. SOC.

foIIowrnﬁ March 27 a decorative wooden dgorway with
arched Nead and a pediment gver en%aged Doric col-
umns, was Installed op the north or principal entrance.
TWo or three gearf later the Trontispiece of the sout
entrance was add

A new tenant_was soon founﬁ in the Bank of the
thrted States. . Thjs rnsértutron ad been orpanrzed at
tesu gestion ofAexan er Hamilton, Secretary of the

reasur V. Whose eIpartment was housed at old Clark
Hall on"Chestnut Street in the same block. It had capi-

BANK of the UNITED S TES.
Carpenter™ hall én Chefqbt between Third * F«
t*, on «be

the z&te oHuIy crc*pted

KI'I R/rlt?* 39 o } ¥ ottt ered for i ee(prp)e i be prtese

insrid ore e< reel
860

r, an
%v ry ag can d/ wa hfgay 00
be ett and made

qont
nown on Ua rncc drng

ifcmiM* are de an perianal feenrity only, with at
Ie[atjt (0] rrrgwph en mres ora terraya Yy

S o

ote lf PRV I
1 note™ left at the Bgn sfv |f||P||tchprP
Fe the mone co gapeoce

oh-paymen r tee ncenra
par B ah rg)e on Iodlgrnd)dpe No*# m br
and no error faggefred afterward* will be correA*
CTh as Willin
Detn8 ears H (py, John Ir chh
arrr on Joﬁ rr fiel a r
rra »ru NeL, eh tttlr
orn Il e{R Bt hn f{hl ue
[pt erf lah arhe*r akaf ron 3
an]fr f&/ﬁ atmkganﬁeenl grkfan ]Phrae
JoRn ?(ean Calhier
(Jter;e Simtfir  Affiflant
Fig. 6. Banlﬁ]pz1 dte\% hlrJam Fr%ctsot%tre% : 17904trce from the

tal limited to ten million dollars, and besides the_prin-
cipal bank at Philadelphia, there were branches in six
other cities. . Congress granted the charter February 25,
1791 subscriptions weré opened July 4 and a lease for
quarters was arranged with the Carpenters’ Company

P%n%gét;roéet%egdf qu drng, WSV %@nﬂland 196\1 dicionary o
n Nﬁvember1 14 179, William LréaYnar{t79p/a§eordered ta

%?TBhS flore |tW0/rt was pal

Cagd 8” November
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on August 19. The indenture, which i ? rese]rved in
Ht |r [écords caIIs for an annual ren al of One t ousand
olfars, pag/abequar erﬁ e bank commenced busi-
ness 1 Carpenters’ Hall the atte gpart of September
with Thomas Wil Irnﬁ as Pregident % . Bpar
ently it opened In tfie second story which the_Library
Company had vacated, and aout the following February
took over the rest of the building.t
Because the Bank required aII of the two main flogrs,
the Carp enters Compa % Itself had to, move out. _The
rncrease rental income % made rt nossible for the Com-
any to build a new huilding on the west srde of the
ourt for Its own meetings (see Appendix 1V
A great fire which destr ye many burldmgy ust to
the east threatened the HaI on May 12, 1793 u t the
dan%er passed and the Bank remarned ere untr ItS new
puilding on Thrrd Street was completed [D, 1V], and
It moved out on J
The dav after the bank moved out the United States
Land Office under Francis Johnson, Receiver General
and John Hall, Secretary, moved in,® but it remained
for less than a year. 10" In this decade (1790-1800)
Philadelphia wa$ the national capital. Congress and
the Supreme Court sat in Independence Square, Presi-
dent Washington lived on Market Street and there were
O Lnd Gt s ohowed by T Bk of ick Lyo by o NelePhilalt ch
e 2 s Tollowed by e Bank 0 falsera ”r? ris r?enp Xf y Bar’thea o%bery Io el%%ra ”ﬂSﬁn%ry'rC

Pennsylvania. iz ACG emy of the ine Ats

THE GREAT BANK ROBBERY
of the Bank of Pennsylvanig! The story of the crime
The mornrn% of September 2, 1798, PhrIadeIphra had ofrts sequel s a rea}/meo drama, y
somethm% to talk about besides th% eye low fever, w rch The Bank, following its charterrn in 1793, had first
was again raging_In the city oor o the  occupied temporary Uarters. In th]e summer of 1798
banking room”in Cargenters HaII had b een found open it was in the Free Mcasons Lodge |n Lodge Alle ust
and over one hundred and sixty thousand dollars N west of Second Street [l V], rran?emensln
bank notes and gold were missirig from the cash vault Ptgepefrrrt%?te th)arerhte eCnar ?n] eerrh ltlmaone(r {(he %orrrg%t\lrg%eos
882 & SZCOhggirfaqa 18§2tcott *2'%%85 notP Jadeéjhraerl]ttigrg carpgnterg Zamue Ro%rns%n Just eorg the moveh—
o a“ e e 0 g sl e s UTSIChT the
92 G o Irst oarpc%uppntgcga the Hall mFetIJSruaar threat hastened g1he transfer to the Hall, which was
el nd %r epngéh 1 geT 1B i & h?t‘egetrh%tt%th%e%“ahk SFtHSQUOhtt”dpé‘ttte@e”hh”&ﬁe
N 1 " el T s 1 0 y 17 other recautrons the rron doors from the ol Iocatro%
ho pson Wesbcott Hist ry pf Philadel rraStauffer Col-  were brought down on a dray to the blacksmit
tﬁ%“ gngﬁalsstma??add%ornagt t]he northe surmé)ter otO tcﬁu% ?r ratrick L On on Lombard gltreet for efiting ?Ig 1).
Was Thade Oarfcom acie 2 Val a1d e widows Ve ar%g Vag s adHustments were made and Lhe #ocks WETe re-

lfed, requiring several days’ work of Lyon and an
gl e o R B S S B

get %Q % Ipl arhefron trttot(pe Msr nedb Samuel Bloq

grtCeO (ﬂ(yoréhdm&%%%ﬂ trvr\eepeoors ori meh grglrtte Jto 'htemr?n time

?1 strII st edst of ayéaenters #—I% aht
e Natlrro ree an rs nrmportant ature of t 2l erI % Jose1 m r/mmeoncgcravg ektnt rm
b Xnyh o e SR U SR A B
86@ edatsotJ r¥cc anﬁyrstated here (Oct. 3, 1797— poits ant! ua Iron t b g

s
Apr 1798) o not ¢ eck WItN Other Sources. yon was c nsidered one o Bhrla ephras most diligent and

O S

torréa ar



108

On Apgust 11 the Bank starhed the move to Car en
ters’ Hall"and on the fourteent the wor pn the au(s
door was completed.  The two, vaults—one for cash an

one_for_books—were located in a small brick addition
on the first floor in the northeast corner. Unusual pre-
cautions were taken after ;]he cash was moved |y, Two
nrght watchmen guarded the outside of the building and
th had with them two dogs ‘which would not allow
any bogy to do near the Bank.”  When the quards were
not walking their beat, one sat in front of the hall and
one In the Tear. The porters, slept upstairs. 12

Intense excitement followed the burglary and Goyer-
nor Miftlin announced a reward gf one thousand dollars
for the capture of the felons, Then the msrde orter
vaho ha dhspent ftrhekatthm the I-ital —athe low tamed
unningham, who kept the large key to the vaul
?arter ground his nec died sudde/ni fe the eow
ever. The Bank directors were wild to blame some
one besrdes themselves and susgrcron fell on %he black-
smith Lyon, who, 1t was pointed out, could have pro
vided himself with an unauthorrze key while wor mrq
on the doors, He. was promp t}/t rown into th eWa
nut Street ]narl which was then infected with the yellow
ever an mcommumcado for over three mionths,
with areyenou9 \Brovrsrons to keep him. alive.

But the” robbers were eventually |dent|f|ed A per
sonanle young house carpenter named |saac Davrs
Degan to” deposit sus mrousz arge amounts of moneg
In "the very. bank th é had Deen Tobbed. That led t
close “questioning and a confession that he an
porter Cunmngham nad made off with the very same
monegr and had divided the loot between them.” Then
Davi |sa peared.

Samuel M Fox, president of the bank, and others—
it was contended a lawsutt which followed—had un-
justly continued to keep suspicion focused on Lyon,
Wwhose health and business were damaged by imprison-
ment. In the trial Joseph Hopkinson, chief counsel
for Patrick Lyon, plaintiff, contended that it was through
carelessness and stupidity that the bank was robbed
from the inside and through malice that Lyon’s reputa-
tion had continued to suffér. There was a‘great display
of eloduence by the prosecution. The “Jury finally
brought in a verdict of $12,000 damages ‘in “favor of
wwwmaa“wwwwmw“t
Jf? gtﬁln 0 IS own_ aesl ﬁ [ew vorggfe comment

tof the 10 Iher uarg notfing but
mwwafdwmw%p%%
s Inn at the corner of Fourt

L p
br] sth Etrgets rosFestre ony evea led that A ﬁre waﬁ no Ioc

1NIS was

0t [f or south). do ‘ arpenters whic waa Se-
cpre by an irop bar wjth a latch on the m&rde The cellar p
also op that srr% Was Locked and tae er ow s utter?r(\)rmrestaai?

hqf rorp] withjn.  Therg was a door befween thle
and %man room (as now) also with a |
103 Propably the saaﬁ avis g Itted toteCarpenters Com-
pany In 1 4an expelle
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)(on with wild applause in the crowded courtroom. 14
Although steps were later taken towards a new trial, the
case was comﬁromrsed for $9,000 brrngrng to an"end
the cause of the poor blacksmith Patrick Lyon against
the rich and respectable bankers. It was one of the
most celebrated PhrIadeIphra trials of the period.1b
The bank officers were probabyvery ap g y o move to
therr handsome new. marble témple” on Second Street
IV], completed in 1801.10

Seekrng the Port of PhrIadeIphras custom office as a
new tenant, President George Ingels of the Carpenters’
Cowpany wrote to an unnamedofficial describing the

a passa eo erﬁ
eet wr to wo ms an 0. Smafler
one ar foor we ghted and
ry an easy ss for Storerng goods.

The Court flgont of he HaII |s ell paved apd will be used
In_common gé en %pany and their Tenants
oceupying th evera ul mgs

The qffer was accepted and the building used until 1817
as 2 Customs House 108%(fig. 8).

The ustoms coIIect hp in this Perrod were Iucra
tive political plums,  President Je erson appornte
three at Philadelphia. The first, who arranged
move into, Carpenters’ HaI, Was N ne%her than Mfa
General John' Peter Gabriel one 0
most opplar heroes of the Revolutronar War e
wfas the Frq tmrq Parson,” who, In the %u prt trp

his mjnisteria pown ang revealed the Uniform of a
colonel of the Continental A After a long career
in golrtrcs he was electeq to th United States ?enap]
where he sat only two days and then resigned for t

. erlerratrgrSG%rr ueﬁ msrérarécg surve grrem%ndomtﬁtberrof
f tch)ﬁ gccounp]hrlsI a/w§ arrc%i an"&he narr tre
ia rrn §7 ailamﬁ

obbeyo the Bank 0 ’f%sn
van|a|n198 The all tﬁe%up eme

50 feet in front the de th the sam ? prrgcrﬁal stor
Comprises ne ang (w retproos the Stargv
pase j £ Secon tor% ?:I

ourt na., Phila,

fter rom reside ated at | e

In th en ers’ Com any lirary ther unboun
L statrng th at |s ew ur IS nearl com ete

fhat the cea the H erI oe re sed lor sooner
nlv(rg ank, designed yB H. Latrooe s trn

R e

the years

UW ?] a5 no recoyds herore ..Ihe" Natjonal
rc IVQS N Vas mPton angd t lStOPC& ociety of Penn-

o V%”'f eEh v %%”ht%% LAy Tom g1t et rsd%%%.a

own where e custom house Is now n 4 court

H of estt ut. Street, between Third apd urt trtee
a range of buil msrntesamecort

ustoms _Fjouse fenan wen n Te ae
Fals g

op. 18 P 1 dlates N, 1883%1819g0h fah)d Westcott
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Phrladel hia aﬂuorntment His statue stands in the COMMUNITY CENTER
Canito' ot Washington 1o General Join Snée, anotier There were other users of Carenters’ Hall and it

Revolutionary. figlire, N eeded Munlenberg on e ganendencies which probably took onlréaksrﬂgle room
00

[atter’s death |n 1807 ‘and Shee, d ing In 1809 was suc
! occasionally.  The Compan saccount lists the
ceeded b%/I John, Steee]JD The urve ors of the Cus- folowing Bletween e ygarsy18061

toms in this period were Dr. Willy |am ache (1803) and
James Glentworth (181 41829 Captains’ Sqciet
- - Calren&g%nﬁr%m an;any =
Port of Philadelphia. Brick ayers Conpay 18
CUSTOM-HOUSE, Hatters” Compan
CARFEMTEr's BUILDINGS, «EXT 116, CHESNUT STREET. Coopers’ Corﬁ X
Peter MuhlenberlgI Colleétor John Graff Deputy Col- Pil OP Compan }39
Iector V. Weigher. Henry Graff, D eputy Werg er - Philalelphia Hgse Company 1D
l1am Macphenon Hicval- (R/Ift\cer A. G Cla V\mooe - Magda%en Society 1
guty Maval’Officer. Wm. Milnor Uager acl%\(, Cablnet Makers Company
urveyor. John oo er Deputy Suryeyor. W - Brison Soclet
St AR ey £k b, LS o
Inspectors. Jpnas Simonds, Andrew Burkhard, Pe- Master Mechanics™ Society

ter Ozeas, Andrew Ja 00 Mathew Hale, Davr Rose d until Jul 89 Thi hich stood
saacMﬁnor James mith, IsaacRoach. Robert H o- ok i uly 13 ”““‘e which - stoo

Lrns m)amrn avr/]rence Fredaerr& ﬁ]u” xandr econ 1§treet ber})w ock, was emo dm many years
K mas Cas %nCres Beniamin Ashmead, ?Jsrre urer’s Book, 1794-1839, %s %c Lrbéary The

B Aamrn homas Roe ?on Thomas Procter, mrnutes meenn edDecem 1{19 recor

John Musser, Joseph PIBer { Alexander Moor tw tys n%sc%er nr it (excettose 0 mee %to

Hours of transacting business,from 9A. M.t 3P. M. | eCase ea Captains
ours of transacting blsiness,rom 9 Og nt%;@ octjety . ommrtteeg even’ Mrnutes MS CC

Fig. 8. Port of Philadelphia Custom H U
pm\ éj Fﬁt [P/he QerFlrlen %%]P p\y was founded i ygré]t& an]
é Egtotey #t)enle om-

la directory o i3
The great lne of whanves along the Delaware River n%%m hﬁf" é)nust e"stt'dﬁt]”egéf enters’ Col om 5o
P/@ Fire De artment |st

then made up, as before and since, oneot reat ports tcott, Hsor of f |aequ

of the vlrrorltdp Intthhe year 18859 uhst befare ?he Jepffer enna bodk o Ippmgs rP shed” T A IC'GS

e ot gttt T | ar“VaS tituted 1790, All the membeys must be Scotchme

earances.] * Letters Washington to tE 5

fector touc on tne Phrlagqel hia P gui)ems w |ch |n the%'{rgo Srlne(']sea\t/ f?tsgg?ttt? ears 0 9ek ang ot r%re%\é% P%”X

e o g o el e g e it i 1 Bl

e smuggling of lace, silks, gloves, watches and jew-

elr fromggrangce i T804, o dnstarce, was considered AU WOFE éke oes, e Uyl 9?'*’% e s e
measurers ? wor ease g 0o anrzatron ex-

s ous marrne hospitals, the reqistry of shi gs the ly s 1901, ,fwas test|f| that Ben anyn Ta

Embardo of 1808 the Inspection, station at Marcus Hook ’or Was onlb Prear ﬁ § our r}onora e Com ani/ }é

R %]y? ank. 0 Penn égvanr

Notice from the
compan move

sted as ga

[1C
and th Lazaretto or duarantine station on Tinicum anﬁrs 0 o anza“nls %I i Xlﬁtence %7%

: Bt
Tlne %Btfrce in 1819 was_moved 1o the new Custom  grinapihy-0Ciely for fie peneit of ft(ge e cﬂd%rvavt'dg

House on South Second Street [E, V] especially de-
signed for it by architect WrIIram[Strrc&Ian 11 Y mosgna{mm83h”adﬁe|&“glr%a%reeHen ar?en ar)(d t&p\e/e rgf ers

1?3Pau| A ¥V Wallace, The M hIenber s of Penns Ivan %efhe hrladjelghra ose Compan wasf unded in 1803, ad
Ph ila Pa. Pres 303, 19 rﬂ?s Sa %ortc a te ont ahose carrraSq esl ¥ atrrr:%7 erforme
0 e\ Ice tt |re whrc a

{
teﬁg g %ne fem é\?\j Siparvisor of UStoms I the DIs avv e g I rbrae ésstanf
hra 1%&1 zsle es%%t Thea dlStO sra%srr\nlgﬁ I%@R”S% reslgdrrng;%ltn eIE)atd d] tvrr earoléb " ObeJeth g

ome ntere trn %ro raphical data on these men. rank In ife, those, Unha em?etrrltja\;esm%v |g aC\(/)eV ”%ﬁ
n b g b H the|r mnocencg gnd are rPdszrouso retuming toaf

Hﬁ%as%rh tonwf\ltiroottal Archives sury Departen 5? C¥ISgcrety for Aﬁ? viatin Miseri fPubIrc Prisons
Rleco(gds8 | 9ers to t?t Ollector, \f’hrla eIp la, "Pa. FratE? 1 ociety was formed in tgt} ear ﬁ? a? [%ro osed

181 by an actrve citizen In the cause of the re ormatron ena
4A nefv . Customs House gv%s authorized in %81? 3 X “ fot
1816 b t an

t
de, in order to alleviate some of the miseries attendan t eon
an appropriation made about ut It was not bu Presrdjent—Wr?Iram W Ite, DI% E/Iease éj 5,4
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Fame Fire ComBany 13
First Marine Bible “Association
Vaccrne ocr(eg
New Epglan ocrr]eg
Hibernian Society
Plasterers’ Society-
Fire Assocratron
Pennsylvania Peace Societ

Board of M ana%ers of the)f-louse of Refuge
Drrectors of Public Schools

The gresent writer has not yet ascertained how many
above met I the old Hall and how man f
Iater structures built by the Company on the same lot.
Eayl Iy in the spring of 1809, during excavation for a
new brick warehous burldrn on Hudson’s Alley, the

maeground on the east side %arﬂenters ourtcaved
? nd fora(srmethrea]tenedt all rtse Twenty
rty cartloads, of eart back to_within two

reachin
feet of the old building, slid into th% hole.  The masons
rushed their work and"completed a stout wall just before
tremen ou? rain roke Mer preserved it,” wrote
the owner of the new buil ng

Various minutes of the anaigrn]g Committee give
details about the Hall in this . Protectron Was
Provrde by the customay fire buckets, probably of the
amrlrar leather type, of which eleven were epaired

1 . The roof had_leaky qutters and spouts need-

rng eanrn 81812 _These were rerfarred ut In 1817
Car a was aid ?55 for replacin the shrn%

WooolS 3&33 eree 0] tﬁ(e) cor for Ee fire %rcses one 3f
which was rtte rt aseto bac frﬁl) i 5181?
There was also an old Fees were

nterjor was painted and whitewashed (1815) as was
usual Candles were still use% to light the” interior

toug aoatent amp was purchased 1o light the front
entry (1813

Another important institution_to use Carpenters’ Hall
was the Second Bank of the United States. This bank
for which a plan had been submitted by Secretary of

The Fame Fire Company was, orjgina ueen Char-
Iot%ZP2 grr OPP nY] .0rg ah)rzey d1 e \n%meQwas changed
the eing” “too royalist”  (Westcott, Articles
}Sloc# fo Pr otrn Vaccr tron am n% the Poor. On
the 10t arc gg ero rsons ameetrn
to consider the expedien o esta

fsoc atrﬁn IS, encoyra e gersevere rH rts gro vrn
ad about thre thous nd persons vaccrnate ease,

15“Was  in trtuted abou the gar 17?2 for the Lprise of
rotec Iris rants e cruelty and. tyrannical con-
sters %Bers o vessels emptoyed in the passenger
tra e ease
JZEDrar ofA HoweII MS rn] éaosse ron of Mrs. Franrh
rinto % heser Pa, bui mean the
storaﬂe of h es t torrs Igh, was bullt Danre roves,
maso and ames ow leld, carpenter

Pard chimney swe épds fo)rJO T(n ﬁrg?n/ ; th fluis clean. The
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%he Treas%rr% Dallas in_ 1814, was meant to stabilize
inances_ of the country in chaos foIIowm% the War of
1812. It was established by Congress in 1816 and Cap-
ﬁm William Jones, the n ﬁval herd, was the President of
the new rnstrtutron W rc was capitalized at 35 mrIIron
dllars and ogene for business n Januargr

Until 1821 the bank rente sace nere, waiting forte
completion of its new Greek temple on Chestnlt Street
a black west [C, IV].18

After the bank moved out the Hall wa% rented for
many purposes.  On Fepruary 23, 1821 the Philadel-
Phra oll tIre of Pharmacy was orgianrzed here, 1A the
Irst rnstrtu lon of rts krnd in the world. 1) Such diverse
gnrougs eFue avrn Socret and the Society for

ducation of Female Children were in the Hall In
1822.13 The first floor haﬂ the Musical Funét Soclet
for over_three yearsl@ The Hicksite Frienas 133 fol-
lowed with ?un ay Mmeetings and for mosi of ten years
Johnn?/ Wil etts the euIrar and  well-remembered
schoofmaster” his casses on_the second floor. 134
The A g\orentrces Lrbrar shaired this space with him for
overs en years.Ib THe cellar was rented to Jededian
Allen 1% and then to Gillen and Hill. 13*

Another notable Institution here was the Franklin In-
stitute, chartered for “the promation and encouragement
of manufactures and the mechanrc and useful” arts.”
The new sqclety needed a place to meet and install its
library, cabinet of minerals, and models of architectural
and mechanical nterest.  Carpenters” Hall was rented

i Eacg ai(}a WEStERt ot E%b %

1 are elselv[yhe]re

I\arener(tﬁtsers omtegrnOf\n(rJe?sC " la#J e rent pa
HF éan gq (P% stgndr 42 Chestnut Street,
usu ! led “the ustom House, een J)reservepda(
toric mopument under the caré o the National Par

BT%S% srnc% E ick, Daniel B. Smith, Penna. Mag. Hist. &
tur?eg]eﬁrdlﬂ%t Bl ALCEMORL, A, Qs b of e

Mar 692 fﬂ P PH'Iadet?hr was, established

src un
Februa rae rofessors of music an ama
teur m finding. the room st sele ed
troﬁr smalr rdr a eo]netrﬁe Psrpaaroythrr Thursda
gra ecmsnt o e}ge te/rve n Th rsﬂa even ?t
were pr Vate oca re earsals, to which performing mem rs only

'T‘he ghitects of the SOCIe‘L

were {rrsA to coltrvate and diffuse
musrcal Fste nd sec tg 0 ItS necessitous
Rro ssiona ﬁs%‘a

reli
e trﬁatrray il e

une ar. 1 1828
% ﬁgr d%BV\}%Z -Dec. 41 1924 %nd Mar. 16, 1826-Dec. 31,

W

18
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for five hundred dollars per annum and here was held
the first exhibition of American manufactures in October

of 1824,

It was ldurte successful.  Three hundred exhibits from
manufacturers as far away as Maine and Ohio were
shown and medals were awarded for such diverse prod-
ucts as blister steel ang %ass onnets jaganned 00ds
and broad cloths, camel’s hair brushes, g base drun1, and
a prrntrn% of Wilson’s Ornithology.  The Institute was
not content wrth mereI showrn% what was casually
brought In: r%o ered rPremrums sacaenge f0 l;e
Inverttors of t e new I dustrral In 1825, for |n
stance, gold medals were held out for new and rmprove
%r?cess S and Products of the coal and Iron rndustrres

ilver medals for chemicals, paint pigments, cut glass,
cheap broadc|oth, pianos, vegetable il and other thrn%
Brorized medals for pottery, carpeting, buckskin ?Iov S
a substitute for copper ships’ sheathing and the Targest
quantity of Pennsylvania firebrick equal to imported
makes and_burned during the year.

Some of the mee%rngs of the In%trtme were held at
Carpenters” Hall berqré their new butlding on Seventh
Street was occupied In 1826 [A,

The longest tenancy of record’ was the last one—that
of Charles™J. and Frederick Wolbert who occupied a
part of the burldrng in 1828 as auction rooms—and all
of it in 1838 (fig. ). An advertisement in the Public
Ledger gives an idea of their business:

C. J. WOLBERT & CO.. Auctioneers.
AUCTION MART
CARPENTER’S COURT, CHESNUT STREET,
between Third and Fourth

FANCY GOODS

CARD.—Our sale of Fancy Goods at the Auction Mart,
will be continued ont l;rrda ﬁvenrng, commencing
at 7 o'loc

FANCY GOODS
Closing Sales for the Season
THIS AND TOMORROW EVENINGS.

The 27th and 28th insts,, at the Auction Mart, in Carpenters’
Court, commencing at 7 o'clock, a large and general assort-
ment of Fancy Goods, London fine gold Jewelry, Paint-

May be exam?ned all to-day.180

The Wolberts seem?d to have caused the Company and
the other tenants of Carpenters™ Court much unfiappi-

Coulson, The Franklin Institute from 1824 to
1941@ om SrankIrrr Instityt % 95% ?:rta nua r
po 1&9%ub e rf_ro(egegrrngec 2} 4 E&anﬁrn Institute, Phrp 82%

CARPENTERS’ HALL m

Fig. 9. Interior, . Drawn by Benjamin Lossing while the
9 ]I?Agerved as an}auctrn OUSE. J

ness. ) They were finally evicted in 1857 with
difficulty. 4.

A NATIONAL SHRINE

From an early date Car Tpenters Hall was set apart
from its contemporaries. . The Columbian Magazine for
January, 1790, ‘in describing the leading Philadelphia
structures of that day, thought that

This edrfrce thoygh more.humble in its archgtecture and less
consp r us in | drufatron than some of the others ?]
evert ess re ered famous, Xbern% the Jolac? in whic

u% —the rrst hlra congress of America,
assem I eld their counc

The Hall thus had a special status (to writers at least)
because of its historic associations. An unnamed but
eloguent reporter from Virginia in 1829 felt its utili-
tarian uses highly improper.

Iwrrte hrs from thg celebrated Carp%nters Hall, asbructure
that wr ever be deemed %acred while national libert

cherished on earth f\ oveh ar the co mrtee rooms,

now occugre b aver” te schoolma rndIy ave

ermission o inspéct them. . Yes! ese sublimea art-

ts, which first resoun ed wit te indl nant]murm ro

ur rmmorta ancestors, srttrn In secret ¢ons tahon urro
the wrongs of thelr countr m n no rrngnwr drl

Prchrnsc nning over their tas % an t% allowed F
W, In which the au uat assembly to W |cjfr egr belonged

arI convened, 1S nNow devote toteriseo an uctr n erI

now, while [ a Fennrn these Ines at hrs esk, hrs

Sr'°?hjet_€e”sd‘ eahﬁ?m ctrrr;s i ah”;o%erh 5—norE G
ore ornﬂ acttg hall Js um
ergdu wit % les,

? ﬁ]one
00k asses C ars, ta ICt re
rea)( aecotes ang a ﬁ)

d mer

ash an
usua g qrace the. premises o lknr ht 0
r]rust 0 teﬁustrce howe er 0 sa tat e ver a}d
ily granted me the privilege | am now'enjoying

10The Minutes o{altrr]rteS Mg\hlerr] geCommrtt Ipor ndu?lg 29%}%

record that: “Com N receive

tenanta nteCou olpert makes use of the Court
for_the \})rérp se 0 se rn 0rses &arrra es—It

8 on mot on Resol t 8JLe r? ram on Stevenson

e.ap ornte to wait on hrm ntorm him he must discontinue

It
ha%%% ? Er 1%%2 IS reproduced In %acckfsign AEn\é\)lrg 88&%“%?7.
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o '190n g 'Eﬂtgenré‘e)he?fs 1  Tesioed AN e Mo Capeners o

g. 11, Exterior of ilabl aLter Restor t| n Tne IanﬂscaBe bacé round IS
n ima ”ﬁ% work by the artist o |s ‘onotocollotype rpenters
ompa rary.
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erst 0se. The bu dn it is gratifying to
d enters gw oywﬂ h

str é) the Societ
no means part%vrt It, or con ent to a y alteration.

The historian Benson J. Lossrng vrsrtrng the srtes made
famous by the Revolution, indulged_in"some fine Vic-
torian eloguence.  On November 27, 1848, he wrote:

n Mo orning J. visited Carpenters’ Hall, the_building
|n w'h’lrcﬂ t(? Irst (Eogntrnental Conrr‘fress held ﬁs brief sessdroh

Havin no Intimation CO?CGT Hg its aﬁtpearance conaj
I n, a es(ent USE, and informedthat | 35 situated. In
r enters’ Court,”. imagination had Invested its, exterior

wit d| nity, 1ts Interior with solemn randeur, and Its ‘fooa
tronas cous a Fa Where not |n1g C Tmon of unclean was
|tt to dwell. ~ How often the hqof of Pe%tsus touches
eafless tree-t so soher prose when } %rsup ses
m to he af s est atrtude How often the ral qhw
? Imagination e dI aves fo the eye nothrn% utt]
orbrd aspect of a clou lain reality!

the alf acious court wa t a short narrow a éh

time.
P conse rate X fe oIrest ocratrons W
uster around the birthti our repu rt as a sm

[ ry. bu som er S a short stee

a ry dlrﬂ% hue | tri Ehgrg oconceveteaP

h“%%%tMWWWW”%dW

?“ could make nothrlnr%; nwrewp gtrc or it thad/ eray
Impudent letters spelling the words

C.J. WOLBERT & CO. AUCTIONEERS
FOR THE SALE OF
REAL ESTATE AND STOCKS,
FANCY GOODS,
HORSES, VEHICLES, AND HARNESS.

hat aFdesecr%tro&rl Il Coverrrn he fracade of the rT\]/er nTlem
S e
whe med- with mdrglnant shame on endt? Hg the 'hal whe[)
hat auHustaseem 0 men—t e rs of our repu
IC—C0 venerito stand sds ﬂf t the baptism of |

Ameyica {0 ed with e ery S ecres 0
merchanﬁrse and the wans whic y P

once echoed the eloqu rh
worf H Lee and the A damses ever eratin %ut
the clatter .of the a

uctroneersvorc a rﬂer
not patriotism stron fnou e %u h ||a
Et\ato enter tnrs te B cs out all them that by an
and overthrow the table of the money-changers
The haIA in whhch Congress met IS u&aobn e lower floor, and
omprehends the whole area of th g It 15 about
orty-flve eets uare t] %reQFﬁS in the r ar twentx -flve
eet wrde er hteen g sec(o story contains
art entsw |ch ere used b on ress; ang occu-
% ocret ommrttee rooms. one of these,
tre n] |sde exceﬁt a Was tu and a rush-
r]r tus sit do

consiger the eyents con-
necte I'[qh Irst great ontrnentaq OUﬂCﬁ &3

Within the Company, however, there seems to have
been a growrng appreciation of the historical Importance

of the building and several attempts were made to_get
hack into the Hall, which had been rented to others since

10\Watson 1: 410,
%Losssrng% 57, %8,

CARPENTERS’ HALL 113

1791144 Action finally came at the meeting of January
21, 1856, when it was

Resolved that the Mana |n1g Committee be d -
8u|re |ntot e]xepe enc? removin tot ? and
andehtmgrf?eretnce o?nhlee?erq?alv OCCU red yt ompany

On March 26 a favorable report was made 145 and. on
April 28 the Comganv resolved to renovate the urIdrng
es ecial care to aken t0 preserve as much as po
ib e fevery feature in sar Hall as it now exists indica-
tive of Its ‘original finish.” % On October 15 a special
commrtteg wa% P ointed %o take into Consideration the
Best M Fitting up tne, Old Hall.” 188

After considergble ne%otratron poss?ssron of %he burIE
mg was gained from_ alictioneer Wolbert, ‘The wor
men hegan the refurbishment on May 25, 1857.  On the
first flopr a partition was run across the columns on the
south side of the main room to provide sPace for the
Warden’s use (fig, 10). On the second floor several
Partrtrons were added t0 make living quarters for a cus-
odian. These included three “chambers,” a. parlour,
and a kitchen. The west room was left undivided to
serve as a committee room and library, and for the
latter puroose was fitted up with shelves. A “gravel
mortar” floor, a well, and a new furnace were planned
for the basement.  The stairway reRarred and the treads
Brotected by cast iron plates, but the remainder was to
e untouched “except such patches as may be positively
necessary.” 19

On the exterior of the burldrn% qutters were added to
the roof, the woodwork painted ‘and sanded and gas
“candelabras or lamps” placed flanking the entrarice
steo The backyard was laid out as a garden and the
walks paved (fig. 11). Work progressed quickly.
July 25 the caretaker’s family had moved in and on th
twentv -ninth the Managing Committee met in the build-
|ng— he first Carpenters ompany meeting in the Hall
for about sixty-six years.

Consr erable parns were spent on furnishing the meet-

g rooms. The large downstairs room was papered

and lighted with three pendant gaslight fixtures, A
Rarnte motto, executed by Collins West, recalled the
istoric meeting of the Coritinental Congress.

Within these walls, Henry, Hancock and Adams inspired
the Dele/d/ates of the Colonies with nerve & sinew for the
toils of War resulting in our National Independence.

Six new settees were ordered from William Sanderson
and, after agreeing to purchase two umbrella stands, an

I|4MSC Preliminary statement.
18MCC,
1 MIMg
in @C, ay 21, 25, 1857. The well was abandoned hefore

completion.
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ice cooler, and a dozen spittons, the subcommrttee for

“refitting the Old Hall” tluested to be disc %rﬁg”tﬂ)

Ata enera meetrnr[; on Se ember5 1857, the

as repaired and restored was delivered up to the | om-
Vand an Elaborate Historical Reminiscence,” spe-

crax repared for the occasion, was read. 1ol
The op enrn of Car enters Hall as.an hrstorrc shnne

seems to ave attracteqd PUb ic attentron and prrf1

the City into an attempt to buy tne building. -

lowing“exchange of letters indicates the feeIrng of the

fimes. £ City P
DRI G ey
BT D g
the Carpentj sAs ocratron

the Ci |ade 1a
wn?ng Eyarpenters g
Gentlémen

Iha been instructed b the Co mjttee on City Propert
thron counorls {0 as %OLH 8 wether r no 0¥]o
would” pe willing to conve to the City your proud

, O In"other words Carpen-

ment 0 Revolu onarty
ters Hall, and, | 0 state '[ rice or remuner tIOH Xg
ar It 1s HOW In wort 8/
f i OSE

xo(wd!] %Ulsl'g FI\(/JIr t%efsﬁrqe sacre f0. the memor

0 were so signally instrumental 'in acheving
Indeﬂendence none Iygresuhne W0 | H the rhar n? rf

h”Se grrr]denceethgﬁ sho ?d OSSesltle in tPt grt ntr%setrs
n I
unrcatron Eease there: jr to fore ard 1o tnis

ceatane stent with your COHVGHIEHCG the
nfﬂrmatron '[?1 g gpectmy esrre Obl g.

Yourry 63 F?jrent va

t
Signed P. M. Christopher

The offer may have been expected, for at the annual
meeting of the' Company, held the same day, the subject

15° The sub-committee consisted of L. R, Knight, James Hutch-
insan and Mhﬁt e Errfckson %he whole prggramn}s summed
up In MSC as follows:

Amount of Expcnces in fitting up and Furnishin
Ca enters Hal1| gepg 838 :

itting Furnrshrn S
Carpenter worﬂ . Car vBentrwo $ T8
_umber 1 . ,tt Tables (Hall) 9
[ 3 rrng work & . aboring wor
-Ila . Parntrn Boo Cases
Blac smrh work 00  Palntin anner 2,
3arntrng msrde&out 562. /4 Parntrn otto 16,
ronP tes Pstarrs . Carpets é& attin 2%
F rs to Slate roof 35 uttr own tt
sterl 104, as
In Wor

ef%tmgﬁn lock

ran te st am%aok Aoor
lum |n

Ak Hl

rragcé work
$2887.92
15IMCC, Sept. 5, 187,

ures
Settees & chairs

?

Total $3983.09

.
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t Today. The Hall still heads Carpenters
ot%e’t structures.  Photo B aPgterson
ark Servrce

i

was brought up for discussion and the following resolu-
tion was %asse

[ GRAL R b R
gurr resgnte In the comm nication. * read,  yet we

anrot. under anlr(l crrcumstancefs recei e lﬂa
EFO ositions |nv0 ”iPOt e.sale of Carpenters ?V
mon with ¢ W Citizens venerptﬁ IlRHOI or I'[S

r
assocratr n Wlt‘fjt he stirring events of t EVO Utl B
as a saﬁreg UHS commrtte {0 us our

Cessors, w Ich nothin I ever induce us t rt

?v tfe &so that having Tittéd up the Room ccu e (F) t
h5t ONQress as near as (Poss e as It was gi)h
|s ed we Intend as heretRf re 10, eep it open for spec-
tion ot all who may wish to visit It

hen on motjon It was unanimous| resolved thata co
V¥ h tjor%%or jutron1 srgnedyhg éent QR
ecretar 0 gg to the Commissioner o Ity prop-
erty and the same adopted.
The subject did not come up again.
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s ts later ears he Hall wa the_scene of several
specra occasions. Three asater Fort Sumter was
fired on, the Carpenters’ Company resolved t0 erect a
flagstaff on the front pediment to, dis agaUnrpn g
S0 on as the resrf £ excIfin otrme ntinug
special eetrng pril 24, 1861, the flag was unfurIed and
a chorus of yaung ladjes sang the Star Spangled Ban-
Qﬁ[,l%” A call for volunteers” was made, as the record

W

esolved, That those of us who are able ang rllrw%

LA Mo R o e e
(lJuard ofp City ofn Bhlrfadell hra an eus ﬁ
service, eit er echanrca ilitar ay be eem we

can t% E e the most uselu an flhat the” names of such
members be entered upon the minutes of the Company,

utside of hrs

Resolved That, surtagle persons .of the trade (f

nw he invite to o with us in ent
tom ot xceedtnﬂ] one undred, att ree
g?reaarpno ege of this our venerated Ha e grante as

On September 5, 1874, the one hundredth anniversary
of the first Continental Congress was held. A ceremony
attended by U. S. Vice-President Wilson, several mem-
bers of Con ress and other notables featured an eloguent

address by 3/ Brown as “QOrator of the a%/
The Hall rovedt beagreat attraction fo Philadelphia
visitors durin Centennial Exposition of 17?
Seventy thous nd copres of the booklet Carpenters’ Hall
and It Hrstorrc Memories by Richard K. Betts were

lven awa ttime.
) H Xhun redth anniversary of the founding of
the Carpenters Company and the one hundred an ff
tieth of the first Continéntal Congresg were recognized
by a two-aay celepration held at Priiladelphia and Valley
orge on Séptember 25-26, 1
FOr nearly a century now the HaII has continued o en
to the public and maintained at the expense of the
penters Company, a_pioneer work of preservation rn
his country (fig: 12). While it is difficult to set up
Brrorrtres It may be that Carpenters” Hall was the second
urIdrn% In the nrted States to be set aside as an “his-
toric shrine.”  Wash rngtons headquarters (the Has-
brouck House) at Newh ur% New York, was so desr?
nated by the State of New York in 1850 and is generally
considered the first example. It would appear that the
dedication of Washington's Mount Vernon estate in
VrHrnra came a few years later than Carpenters’ Hall,
ans for the improvement of the neighborhood are of
fairly recent date, In 1933 there was considered a
project called the “Curtis Mall” which would have con-

%Echarf and Westcoft 1 765
ort four men volunteered at this meeting.

}%yt\f/ec%rd] In t?he celehrahon of the two-hundredth anniver-
rPr of the Institution of the Carpenters” Company, efc., na.,
hila., Carpenters’ Co., 1925,
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nected Ca enter Hall to Independence Sduare on the
Wwest an %te Irst Ban oft Unrte Sates on the
east, but this did not mature. Again, in 1935, a ill
Was rntroduced rn the House of Representatrves whrch
If enacte would have set upteCarpenters Ha
trona Monument under the United States National Park
ervr% This was intended to clear and “park” the
etween Carpenters’ Court and Fourth Street]ﬂ
WhrIe neither of hese prercts eventuated they p
w enc ura beginnings of the current Iprorect
w ch wrlac ompIrsht ese objectives on a much larger

Congress in 1948 created the Independence National
Historical Park Pro%ect and the following year appro-
riated funds for e beginning of land “acquisition,
he principal area—known as *Project A"—extends
from Fifth to Second and Chestnut to Walnut Streets,
thereby including Carpenters’ Hall. Two years later a
contract_between the Carpenters’ Company and the
United States Department of the Interior was approved.
Under the terms_of this instrument the Company keeps
its Hall but certain coolperatrve measures are authorized,
which, it is hoped, will quarantee its future as a public
shrine of first-rate historical importance.

CARPENTERS’ COURT

The_lot on Chestnut, Street acqurred bh the Carpen
ters” Company for_building their Hall had ori rnaI
been patented” by David Breintnall as early as 1088

Of the “several "buildings and other im rovements on
It at the time of purchase only the “fron house”—prob
ably a residence on the streef built by the Breintnalls or
the’Emlens—and an old wellare identified in the rec-
ords. The house was immediately repaired and im-
proved for the ren it would bring.

Soon after acquisition the Comipany voted to dispose
of a third of the Chestnut Street frontage—a burIdrng
site 26' X 140" on the east side_of the [oti0—and sol
it to Joseph Pemberton in 1775.181 It would appear
from this and subserr uent developments that the Hall
was always planned to head up a narrow court with
flanking burldr fgs as rent-pay ers At any rate, it was
not concerved o asa consprcuous free-stanting architec-
tural landmark.

The placing of buildings in the heart of a city block—
more or less Secluded from view and the noise”and dust
of the streets—was a common enough practice in Phila-

I%Prefarpa% béqsketches were prepared by Thalheimer and

aYZflt on ress st Session. Introdyced b
alerr/], May' 29, 1935, and re erreg to the Commurttee oh/

o :
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Hudsons

Fig. 13 Portion of Hexamer. %n% Llocher M

utldings

delphia, as in London. The size of the original bIocké
or scmares of the city w as 50 oreat that owners foun
that the only way of fully exploiting their lots was to

open.small streets, “court and footwa%s(to develop t
Interior areas. 1he practical Dr. Franklin was omq
th|s at the time on his own roggrg USt across Chestnu
Street.  Something s|m|a en done In the case
of St. Jose h's Church In_ the bIock to the south tBe-

cause of the uncompromising uniformity and rigidi
?( oard Iagout o? Phttaoael h|ag stre/ets

the origingl che
and thg plainness of the private house fronts the in-
ﬁssages

formal deveIo ment of cour a]ds and Interior
Browded wel come touches of the ptcturesoue

ack to the Hall was soon deveIoPed with other build-
Ings and it is shown on contemporary maps. ~ The Lu-
kens Survey (1785) has it designatéd as Car enters
Hall Alley,” the Hexamer and Locher Atlas (1860), (ftP
13), “Congress Place.” Mostly it is called simply
“Carpenters’ Court.”

Of the number of structures built on the lot at dif-
ferent times by the Carpenters’ Company, the writer has
not been able’to jdentify all completely. It will prob-

ably not be possibje to” untangle the ‘matter until the
Compan manuscnots have been transcribed and the
welter of detailed information rearranged systematlcally

The few notes included here will serve to provide a gen-
eral idea of the layout in different periods.

Building A (“The Front House”) Remodeled 1768, 69

As mentioned above, this was built on the lot by a
previous owner.. Work of remodeling and repairing
Wwas begun on this building soon after purchase and be-

CHARLES E. PETERSON
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X
$
Congress Pitiee
a
5
S
Street

Commercicu Su+iK

, 1860,
Jest 1o the t

g Stvatlable site is now crowded
p.
fore the Hall itself was started.1® There is no descnp
tion of jts appearance, but we know that n|n %?
hun? windows were Installed at the time, ?</
pac % old-fashioned casements.  An anttﬂ anans etch
|_o s ows It as a two-story frame house,
he building was used for a”Company. meeting on
January 30, 1770 183 but f?r the most part'jt was rénted
out for income, One William Jones lived in |t |n the
penod 1778-1780 and paid a rental of £54 yearl
was finally gulled down in 1810 to make room f ra new
four-story structure.1&*

162 Specific mentions are:
William Anderson, Cr.

Nov. 21 “By work done in the front House” 10:10:0

1763

J ‘B Jatmes Grﬁlst%urhy o tH 4:120
0, a enters work at the front House

1%71 yyng s work at the I 2:1020

Other items which probably refer to this building are:
Benjamin Randolph, Cr.

liegg 22 “By Boards Scantline &c” 12:10:1-12
_ James Pearson, Cr.
gl ©Toyt femncer of s ot forwork oo
James Potter, Cr.
DL G g

ese (s:heetslb$CCAM) are bound in the back of an old volume
"B, ngk 107 137 5
v&éhwas an accounttng o% funds for this on April 16,
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urIt on

Fig. 4 The Font House” on Ct\ sﬁut Street in 18
enna.

‘construction é show; fr
Carpenters” Court gfore 1768 Hist agnc o?

Buildings B

These burIdrn%s muyst have been dependencies to the
Front House. The first Warden’s Book shows that on

April 30,1781, that Company authorized the “Committee

of rents o do or cause such repairs to be done to the
back houses in the tenure of John Lort and Ann Ander-
son as is necessary to preserve the houses from Damage
and to make them Tenable, One set of ac-
counts shows that William Anderson rented space from
1768 to 1782.17 He was not a member of the Com-
pany. but was possrbly the Philadelphia plasterer of that
name. John Lort, Jr., was a member elected in 1773
and uho,died n 1734’ 'On October8 1781, Begford
& Lort hilled the Company for “4 Dormer windgw
CTheeneekrSn eﬁhrn led” and for “18 days work at the 3d.

Building C (Storehouse)

On April 16, 1770, the Carpenters’ Company met “at
the Store House_on their own Lott” 18 and the same
year they were billed £6/4/0 for work by William Rob-
inson “dt the_ Storehouse.” I0 This may have been a
temporary building for the storage of tools and construc-
tion' materials.

Building D (A Necessary)

Abraham Carlile built a vaulted “necessary” and sub-
mitted a bill in January or February of 1771171 There
are many references to privies during later years; doubt-
less there were a number of them.

Building E (A Kitchen)

On February 11, 1771 there are two items from
James Worrell’s accounts that refer to a kitchen:

]g(]?tblgrqwns Book, 162

}6.» CrryI ns%ook 1769-1781, 18.

I"IACM, Accounts of James Worrell.

CARPENTERS’ HALL
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0 8 Days w Self at work in the Kechen 3:0:0
5“3% - h.%ﬁowénht L g s 142 M

It i Irkely that the krtchen was rdentrcal with one of the
structures listed here as “Buildings B.

Building F (Second Meeting Hall) Built 1791

When the original Hall was rented to the United States
Bank in 1791 the ComEan étecr ed to put Uf a New
headquarters on the west “side of the court.13 Thrs
structure was completed and occ(ygred the, same y
An insurance survy (see Appendi descrrbe
new burIdrn% as 198" deep and running 61 aon?te
court, two Stories hrgh With three rooms t0 v?ras o(?e

T e whoIe was valyed at £20b [n 1
scribed as “a convenient Brick urdrng wrtha ireplace
rn each of the first floor rooms and a Cellar 18" X 3514
n 183]35 the building was raised from two to three
stories

General Henry Knox, renting space for the new
United St tef] War Department \Was one of the first oc-
cupants of “the new apartments Just which meetrn%
were held in thrshstructure and whrch ones in the old

tewrrter as not yet heen able to work out.

IS possiple that parts of"this structure may survive rn
the brick walls of the present building.Z%

Building G (Before 1801)

Descrrbed as “a Brick Tenement 22 feet in front bly
13 feet deep Two stories high gwod Garret an% Cella
with a fire place therein.”” “This Was Rrobab the small
house shown on the east side of the couft in early
photographs.

BurIdrng H._(“The Front Store”) Built 1810-1811 (still
existing?)

About 1810 1811 the old “Front House” iBurIdrng 3
was taken down andanew one erected at the cornér of
gestnut Street and Carpenters’ Court at a total cost of
9213.19-1/2.17 The new Structure was, described In
an Insurance survey ofA il 181 when it was valued
at two_thousand dol ars The Tront part was four
storres hi h wrth a neat arch head Venetian door with
fan and % lghts” op Chestnut Street. A large room
frnrshed with nookshelves occupied the whole area ang
opened into a sort of mezzanine at the second level.
he third and fourth floors were In, one room each,
26 x 44" evidently intended as meeting rooms.

théeore nge S, President, to ........ Philadelphia, Sept. 18,

dix |

PE W rf?””eyb J%‘”rr% Eha”béﬁﬁr{* e”v'rxasY
grlr Hal 1Nov 91 an in the new rng unt

7?A f/l ﬁéxamrnatro'*r of the aﬁcounts of the Bur(d} 9 %801%]—

rtte etc €re 15 also a Sma Inute boo
by '[-f'-IIS committee In the é\é Library.
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Fig. IS. West Building, 1861. Within its outlines are contained remnants of several earlier structures.

In 1812 the “front store,” as it was called in the Com-
anys records, was Jeased to_Professor Nicholas G,
u |ef 178%rocorretor of “The Universal Bookstore” listed
a hesnut Street in the city directories. Du-
ief sublet other parts of the burldrng and amon hrs
tenants he secured the voung Athendeum of Philadel-
Phra which moved rn late in April, 1817, and remarned
or a year. The Athenaeum was a npo ular | |terar
social organrzatron whrch marntar e readrng oms
especially” for periodicals.19 There were othr rooms
In'this of the n xt buildin Iet for offices 18)and the base-
ment was used asa paint'sho
Chestnut geet anoramas” published by Julio

Raer ustrate this urldr |n 1850 as No. ll8ocuﬁred
Th Hart, Montgomery & Co., dealers in paperh an% gs

e ground fldor front had by then been modernizéd
The whoIe complex, further “remodelled, is probab F{y
what was_surveyed for insurance in. 1861 by D
Knrght The three burldrn?s then lining the west side
of the court had reached a Tength of over 150 feet, ap-
proxrmately what they are today (fig. L

The Rresent burldrn%hrs in need of archaeologrcal study
to_see how much of the older buil mPs are” contained
within the fabric. It is a very interesfing fact that the
inside wall of the basement on Chestnut™ Street shows
the lower part of a doorway well below the sidewalk level

l1)78M|nutes of ttée Managing Committee (MMC) MS, CC

ra%/ At enae of Philadel hr ou ded in. 1813 incorpo-
15 an str five toda ocgupie e second
oor rcoo:mso hoo s(e: er Ant Iy me att southwest cor-
en theotlr”r Was et%neun oy rh “vf]as Sathjew oge

|n 181/. J nting was or carpenter_wor
Front tre Rent was

% arrnrgyee ”eaW aqle rttererrsrtert/eria? n the At eum even
dal move ers rpﬂghriosop al Ha %’

5\ th&ae h 8 arte % eveen]tzire
Repgort the At(henaeum oty Pﬁvlvadgln 13, na, P

150 For instace, “Bonsall John, conveyancer, ?ﬁrce 13 Car-
enters Court.” In 1%37 Insurance surve tr Ir ustus re-
arted that the %hrrd oor and part of the tourth Were used as
Jewelry manufactory.
BAMMC, Oct 18 1815,

mdrcatrn% that Chestnut Street (it once descended to
g)oct(eeCr ek east of the Hall) has been filled in some

Building 1 (“The Back Building,”) Built 1810-1811

%omewhat smaller. (19-6" X 27') and thre stones
hr thrs building orne Burldrn% H” Imme rateg

"sout and i, m turn, communicated with “Building
E._ It was entered by another Venetian door and |ts
%lgcr)rr\évay gave access fo one office each on the upper

Further search and analysrs of data from various
sources mav make possinle“a com Iete |cture of the
development_of this ropertX now that it was
fenced in 1771 1 and that there was still a fence_there
In 1796.18 The court or alley was paved hefore 1793184
and used as a service drivéway. Gravel was spread
about ttie4HaII in 1807 1% and flagstones and brick pav-
ing_in

qthe supply of water in the court is referred to on
man occasrons The old well on the property when
purchased was fitted with a new pump with an iron
chamber.187 _This was app arentlly so successful that by
Au ustl 1774, it was in genera used by the.neighbors
and” the Company y planned to charge siX shrIIrn S per
year “water money for each family able to pay.18 By

wrﬁg 9 421/2 Eda Jr gntcrﬁ 1/5 I_Doon %arrot 1%IeNev\?ﬁH

Sa ygorr % v80rk a a |meg ACM. " Acc dlnts 0
mr ee em r ensr e aerrnm

%‘?t’v i hepsi i e 1

have damaged the Fence roun Ae ar (on%ng to the Ha

re uesh Jo eg Morris to d%tt thereto and favi anv repairs

t atm gar_nee CSM, August 9,

s at Chestétut Strﬁet Was paved or repaired in

and scha enough so that part of the pavement

arEegt gr ouri o eae up to make a new connec-

upe 76
% Oct£25 gry Juy 15, 1807-February 10, 1808,
I%rd 41, In 1714 Councrls took steps to encou age the

erection of Um %t perm| '[Inﬁ the person gutérn[f in tﬁe?F 1I b
ii

t?rC%F ate A t(?arrr]rlrss 88\5%10& nto ublrc
Bvrrt?mP adelphra Laws, Ordinances a egul tions of the
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1811 there was a cistern and log pipes were led to it. 18
Eé/;de{rthésthe pump became too popular for the next
year it wi

CARPENTERS™ HALL
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By the izrear 1818 there was a hydrant apparently for
chuI |l water” under pressure.ld

The “back yard” was laid out with walks and shrub-
bery when the building became a shrine in 1857 and this

§fc5(§(}'eﬂ thabcf?‘cu'\lome B %uatrogntgres “mtﬂt“gatctt? tgeebsgrn P Siented in th i
andscape treatment is indicated in the views of the

et e&WL%crE ﬁeo?}ut £ PATR i BigFets o 1BS & period ™11 long ago was paved over with concrete.
APPENDIX |

NOTES ON ROBERT SMITH
Architect of Carpenters” Halll

The life of Robert Smith is obscure at many \}Jornts
hut It can be reconstructed in outline from arrous
S0urces.2 Accordrng o one account_he was born ab%
1722 1n Glasrlrow S€otland.3  The circumstances of his
rmmrgr tion To America are not known.4

n& building projects with which Smith was associ-

De artment ot Public Health, 3, City of Phila. Public Health

S ar 60y 1 1810 Th f a brick
8 v y 8]belowegrfae ea”r]sthoe raeatr)rbcaseeq

W% or Cl!rsete”r]eirg QZ sgtrl be e 9
;J] [ strrbgtr excavations for a manhole on the

new heam dh % d CII’CH ar. pric tl’UC_H!1

was foun (Jntesout ast cornero he yar %E

was 6 In diameter and onl 4" thic , wrthout
mortar It rsnotknownwet etr arn catsa\fve ora(bfr}%
vaut ar structure Was oun under the

epublic Te rin -13 Chestnut treet In June,
95p rthf eposit ofu br)oken erghteen -century earthenware

a Ot te [I arbundf the structure uncovered at CarB enters’ Ha(rjll

was some eet dee santrn away to.the war

te or er Dock Creek a scattering of anim oes
9estrnﬁ the erg enth-century abattoirs a

cre S{ gments of arFy eart en are at the 8H%rna?
gr I(br dur ceg %
i

17 am inde
vanra A

Sltg

Ear
cey

Rile Lawrence ervice, oure a ue Univer-

P/uce M. Bareow ro%rrn H versity, and Henry L.

g, Prrnceton NIVersit Eb 1ons othrssctron(
ound | osepﬁ gon,

% Ws rCht{&I{%rcr&zﬁQ%ne rimerrcan Biogr i

Y & sScrr ne 5 'Sons, 1935, Carl ag |_ﬂes ica aﬁgeﬁ

ﬁos?’t]ové San]r]te \e/grtuameent;gt;l ., Reynal & Hitc cock

of hrs § ath rn 17e757tcgtrhrth Wi sS tjy rvreOtYCItedordA t {he ﬁrme

mentosn N(Aenus ?r;c rrrtst gAr | treet Otl‘sce§ %) c??( ?f

Errt%aphl eIp 7a %rc rtect[s"an egfirrreserg gésg ana}(es
Th

4 1here rs some reason to suspect thah Hr Smith orrgrnate
n SChes r County, nnsg vanr%< his, son, returne

Mrs Ha oInts out ua er Ro 8rt Smit Bf the Fal
0 thtg eetrnPn In uc S ISowne ecemlber
174 i malr an% rne an t at an. Esther
Smith é g Jo ra Mont Meetrn \Was
r'ﬁ)o te ecem 0 mar ontrar t0 rs rne

sma e our man but the num er o cont orag o ert
miths the province makes necessary a further check.

812,
to Robert C. Smith, University o I
ochr Wtrllramsrgur es ratlr n Etfwardy

ated in one capacity or another make an impressive list.5
It certainly entitle$ him to be known as ong of the most
successful archrtects of eighteenth-century America. A
rough chronology follows:

1752-1754,  Smith recerved] eight Ba ments for work
on the construction of Christ’ Ch hsteeple PhrIa
delphia, a brick and frame structure 190 h rr_r
drelgngdn 7Owen Biddle, gave him the cred for r

r

1753, Jan. 14, Edward Shrppen member of the Board
of Trustees, brought up from Phil adep la Smith’s
plan for a burI rn for the College of New Jersey,
now Princeton University.8

17544756, Smith supervised the construction of Nas-
sau Hall at Princeton.%

%9 irlrtel%f t'r\rAs trr@tlt?)bégntz g h%ve been a churgh, On Fegruar

h

9, It Wi ée mana rs 0 the ew econ

é/erréa § ur% E treets s ouId rnvr
essrs. Smit Bedford to und rt

et arpenters W
%mrthe o a}r-rlr?tusGeunnlt I%e[d?ordJ " nothert ate thIerWS A ert
om an ucture John m
ste 7545 one of efrt ernPh deI
wnover lt ce t%eyn urc es rn c)r

bt
thesis, é&ne rts Dept rv 0 Ipt
ch (t]s The author’s ata were argely drawnf mau

181g)wen %dgrle heﬂﬁrs noﬁu?rggocargenters assistant, 56 Phila,

E proportions, srmB ICi df
symmetry. of Jts parts Is a oweét g du & 10 eeua r
not su grior rn eaufy to am(N teapl pire_kind, _erther
In Europe or America. aseecte rnt ear 17 X
Robgrt mith, who someJ time after took ou tt] sllls o

wooden partwra egun to decay, and re &acefttem

eers o Is 00 Anclu es an engraved elevation of
1L(homa55j er on %ert baker Prr ton 1746-1896, 37

q?tOBZ J/thﬂfleL S'anhﬁirawn]b Doct. Wrughees %%O\I%j

51 mith.” Prrnc ton, Minutes Ete rusg
reison, ar merica itecture

niv. Press, 9? rem rs seems
have set t

T e

B o 5(3 - rirercs?tye
Wertenba B Lndrs The Old_Stone eetrn
s P T o S

ttriputes the ir
P Rob 5a it wrthoutm?nnga ery clear case

at Nassau
ur dings suc
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175p Aup/estry 0pnr act signed wrph bprldrnﬂ dclommrttee

hurch ortebu %
Peters Church at T hrrd and Ping Streets. pecr -
catrons caII for a brick structure 60' X90" with walls
vr;h d a cupola, interior finish not rncludpd
Te oIe to be completed by November 1, 1759, for
1761 Nov 28. Trustees of Penns lvgnia pollet%e ap-
prove forlconstructron parto mith’s r the

New Co egp The brick structure3 X 70', was
utu phef Iowrn ear on the Fourth Street prop-
ow ArchS

1763 Jan 1. Contract wrth Mary Maddox, widow, to
build two three-story brick houses on her Third Street
Broperty The houses were to have 21' fronp(and 40
h; “In the rear, piazzas and two-story Kitchens.
necessarreé enclosures and incidental paving.
e completed June 30, 1764, all for £2250.2
1764—1765 Burlt house for B npamrn Franklin, south
srde of Hrgh Street between Third and Fourth Stregts.
House was p hrick, 34' X 34' three stories hrpr
rrchnyfrnrshe inside, with kitchen in basement. _Smit
car ed that the stricture was worth up to £780 a
though “the House has not yet been measured.” 13
1766, Jan._ 16. Appornted architect of Third Presbp-
terian Church. south side of Pine Street betwe
Fourth and Fifth ptreets Structure was of brick
60' X 80°, with galleries, Bullt 1766-68 and st
standrnp though “much aItered
1736 1767, _Served as master car ﬁnter on the Phila-
elphia Be ttering House,” Tenth to EIeventh and
uce to |ne reets. _This wasavery arge U-
Lp brick structyre. The east end was an ‘alms-
ouse and west a “house of employment,” both two

10Chrrst hurch Ar hrve Dr wer 28 St. Peter’s was fin-
php exr‘S r?r ort |t and chancel, at a cost 81“
4 tp are

execu ed he rnéerror WQQ
yyftnpnwepananthn e A
4& Fl’ ypjh Phrlade\fphra Senna Mag Hrzt éByo
TTro as Harrrson Montpo erx A hrstorx obth %nng
srt enn Vplvanra from _Its %Hodatron to
Phila. ehat Wor ens u ear tereoreo te

y 0
Osrlrjpon AL one 0.0n In the
d%npn e

t\ﬁe éert é nps con%ﬁrned "l the
E arrtyé WI ¢ tc en
torles

|_)-

which
) i a a(pe oBIthe (l: ound p oor two

g Rgom, e te
ixteen L ging Rooms, Wit ceLar beneada
which, by an Estrm te"given to us may e executed for

%}-irhsrltpsoC gerp]p%] Wr?'%oc - I;%p rdel hrg Mar
Arper b IOuS Be or§<

suypy Y(ll % res,” n.a.

rnsure or

o KA it T ol
Crownover

1 30, 1767,
fe Insu ance

ers
A o,
nkI n correspondence

U i
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stories high with an arcaded pjazza on the inside.
In the center. of this upusual Iayout was_a three-
staovr |obn|gC]E with a cupola; at the” angles, four-story
17%7 Jan Employed as architect on Zion Lutheran
Churc Fourth and Cherry Streets (built 1766-69),
ca ed bX Samue| H azard the “largest and finest In
merica.” Brick wall, 70" X 108’ enriched

\rlvrtgh6 pﬁonsrderable decoration. ' Burned 1794, rebult

1767, Mar. 21 Order to pay nine shrIIrnﬁs to William

W rner, another car nt for orrn% oumns of
rontrsprec prob a pe OUSE of John Law-

rence recenty mayor of Phr adelph

Apr 18 PIans submitted for Carpenters Hall

(burl p éwo -Story _ Cross- a\rlp rrc
butlding wrth our erments 50 each way,
windows are unusually enriched and the whoIe |s
crowned by a turret o cupola.

176? Jan. 3L Presented to the Ppnnsgrlvanra Assem-

a memorial (proposrn% a multipl pan wooden-

arch covered bridge on s ne iers for the Schuplkrll
River. . Certain origina etures with rted
economies were demonstrated In Ipan %n eevatron
and In a detailed model of one spa The Assemb h/
however, was not pgepared for such a project and te
matter was tabled

1769, Feb. 17, Ap pornted member of an American
Phrlop phrcal Soc| commrttee to erect an ohserva-
tor the transit of Venus.1

1770, A r. 7._The Corporation of Rhode Island Col-
Ieg now Brown University, Provrdencet)) received
mail from “the architect of Philadelphia,” believed to
e Robert Smithd) The “College Edifice”

Unrversrty Hall built 1770-72) was “to be thp

plan as that of Princeton gNassau Hall] built o brrck

our stzprres high, and" one hundred"and fifty feet

now

lon

1710, gA rrI 9 “A Descrr tr of the Plan and EIeva-
tron ofaH |ta Fieceptr n of mad Peo-
ple” srgne y Smith. The an ca Ied for a two

ridenbaugh, 201 T esent write h en unable to
frn]d;Eh ourcegof tﬂrlp Sttpﬁp) rron Schar an estcott, 1451,

Inmates |rst admitted October, 1767,
Hist. Soc. Penna., Stauffer CoII
CO:%echlpJprpgon ¥Vestcott History o h%”ratM&ha in Ztauffer
19Thp 0 servator as erected a short time aftervvarrp]
%ames ears n rp ti %e opse Yarﬁ rh pc Ame
1 4} (tjwas vpoo en s(puc
Dectara jon of Independence was Tirst rea
hn Lrbrar Rh de IsIand College
Miscellaneous Paper Jt?t (t'(l)?% e {0 p pps Brown, fﬂp
i zofaLeter rom the Arc itect of Philadelphia™ (Apri
17% ReV. James Manning to Rev. Hezekiah Smith, February 12,

Brozvn Unrversrtp
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stor brick structure, 100" long, with a turret or

cug This was futlt at Williamsburg, Vrrgrnra as

first Amerrcan Insane asylum and is now known
as the Eastern State Hospital.Z"

1770, Sept.-Oct. Carpenters Compan&/ account books
show that two of Smith’s men worked on the new
Hall. The framrng of the floors and the materials
and workmanship. on the cupola, with two bundles of

lﬁhm les azrg mentioned.  Total, £33OI i

i\ eport o vestry on decayed con rtron

of’ Chr tChurchpsteepIe resulting fron¥ i
Barrs ean in Jul ﬂy and were comp eted b Octo
as a difficult project and ‘the cost ran to

1771 June4 A%eement with Christ Church \estr g
to"build four holses on their property, north side
Spruce Street between Fourth and_ Fifth within four
%ars these to_be “4 good brick messuﬂges or tene-

ents at least 2 stories i gh &with a cellar under the
whole & to be of the valué of £200 each.” 24

1772, Mar. 18. ProRosaI to dismantle “the Wooden
and Brick Part of the State-house, as low as the Eves

of the HOU?S and to erect a Cupola on the Roof of the
Froglt Burlding™ delivered to the Pennsylvania As-
sembly.

Not aEproved s
1773 ca. Jupe. Examination of west galler Chrrst
Church.  Rep orted that columns were 3trong enough
t0 su 7o7oort or an.d
1773-1774 Desr%ned and burIt Walnut Street prison,
5., corner Street. The structure was very
Iar e—32 x 184—and two stories with cypola and
t] wrn% It was most remarkable for the
fact that It was Of fireproof construction, the floors
berng supPorte on %rorned brick arches. |t was a
mod8l institution much studied by visitors from this
country and abroad.Z/
1774, June 25, gpornted ong of five Philadelphia
;Regulators of Party Walls, Buildings and Partition
ences
Irginia State Librar sfthEtrn
sr§t3R'Cohsm?% Vw> ﬁ]ae nbr cy Ja/lte %0 X seﬁ
erect ucture as Sl ne % arp%nter enjamrn Powe

Zgj %\T/IS urg %olgrsrseorra ' h sma{P art of he work %fwthrch
ave record, hut the rec rds are n tc(onro ete.

ro ect seems '[0 av been supervrse y James orrrg

cn@ﬁgs Scratmt?c S s
ous items transcrrbe y Rooert W. goemaker U. % Nat|

aﬂ(cﬁrrst Ehurch Vestry Minutes, 215, 216, 217. Philadelphia
ef‘JdPenns ljania %rehrves VIII Ser 8 120-7221. The

Stgahr.u r;taE el

inutes
W i sott 667 TheJ %rere
mrnor urdrngsa ed ater an the who ewas surrounged

Zsshﬂrnutes of the Common Council, Philadelphia, 1847, 7%,

CARPENTERS’ HALL Vil

1775, Jul 24 Presented to the Pennsylvania Com-
mittee of Safety “a model of a machine for obstructrng
hhe Navrgatro of the River DeIawEre and offere
rs Servicés gratis for supervrsron of the work.  These
fevaux -(le-Jrise, as th%y e]re called, were made of
s and wertérhted dowrt with ballast stone. Smith’s
offer was accépted and a number butlt in the following
);ear and used to good effect.d
1775, Aug, 5. Presented to the Committee of Safetu
model of a machine, for raising and lowering balfast
for the chevaux-de-jrise.

1776, Jan. 19. Ordered, with David Rittenhouse and
John, M'Neal, to proceed to Liberty Island * andd
termine on anét ax oyt such works as th%sha thrnk
sufficient to defend 1t” and to employ Workmen to
complete them.dl

1776, Aug 2. Letter to the Provincial Council from
Smith Shows that he has been active in construction
of barracks and other works ahout the(fort at BrIIrn?

port, New Jerse&/ kY weI as the making and placing
of the chevaux-de-jrise.2

Smith died on February 11, 1777, and a notice of his
burial was carried by the Pennsylvania Evening Post
two days later:

uesday morning. MR. ROBERT S
tect |eJ at?usyhouse In“Second- steet An the # |?rtth %ear
f his aqﬁ ter a tedious and arndu in |sgosrtro whic
ore With uncommon ortatud resignation Yestra
IS remains were Interred in Frrends uryhng groun
tend man ersons of characfﬁ edatt(} thrs
wort nd Indenious (nan the public have sustaine aver
eav oss and his relations an acquarntances av%
tesncere st}e and affectionate frien everal
gu rc urI In srnt |ty, and 1ts environs, are ornaments
IS great abilities.

The personal effects as_inventoried at his_house in
Southwark on April 12. 1777, were valued at £520/19/9.
Besides an extensive assortment of household goods, the
following business effects were listed:

Sulndre[rJ/ Books of Architecture and Drawrng

£23.16.6
Sundrey bIocks and ropes 2. 00
sundrey old Lumber 100
Sundrey Carpenter Tools 11.0.0
1/2 Box Glass 2. 0.0
To Sundre s rn the t o store. rooms [ron Stoves,
d ron unar % aints, 10.10.0
Sundrea/ Lumber |nSthe YearddbyI t?leur?r?rusethe 6. 0.0
un rey Lumber in Shop yeard ‘In
Lumber in S th Py J 20. 0.0

P Mrn tes of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania 10
299 Harrisburg, 1852

e
E%uncr'l-SI é Ch %naSpgA:‘toég tag?g Cglelnntsljl%anra Arctgxetg EO

Ser.), 5: 8,9 a 1853,
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Esther Smith, widow, and John Smith, carpenter, the
eldest son were the administrafors of the estate” and
Joseph Rakestraw, carpenter, and Thomas Affleck capi-
nent maker, were among the four subscribers to the

Inventory.3

AIthough no real pr [rr)]erty list has been found, Smith
must have owned a number of houses. His estate be-
fore Irrwrd éron receive rent from at least thirteen ’\h)rop
erties Ing a “vendue house” and a tavern In ?r¥
mensing nown as “the sign of the Buck.” These a
have been built by Smith on speculation. - Thomas M
crrnra\1r7e7%oatight an Unfinished house and lot from the estate

The value of the estate seems to have decreased durin
liquidation.  Whether Robert Smith was actual ban
rupt when he died or whether mrsmanagement an the

ost-war inflation was resRonsr le 008s, not aggear

he occupation of Philadelphia by the Britjsh added to
the troubles, for It was noted that the ‘Sundry Lumb er
|n the ¥ard Was apﬁroprrate by the enem% as was the

In the barn in the meadow. ~ At the same time, very
Irt e rent was taken in.

In 1786 Ann Rhoads, to whom Robert Smith’s estate
owed £?4/10/3 co Iarnﬁd that she got “nothing but
abusive an?ua e’ John Smith, th admrnr tra or5
and the following year the latter was sued

0 L £roperty was seized by the sheriff of Chester

unty.

hrIadeI hia, Register of Wills, 1777 52._. Notice of
setx?en%)ent enn Ivaghrsa Gazette, Apr. 9, 1?77 Frna? state-

m
%AT e a mrnrs ratron fap%s from t%e estate sho Rent

from Barr E a |_e ayward, l\/?

o thing Mt? E')an% AR s

Ml e sl Ll feit |

BE?ﬁ %}I%n] rlrrrjneéty City ﬁouls%s v(\rhe(n he edrgd arn 1758 Br\rlden
e

tavern, owned by Smjth as early as 1773 was kept
T oma?\?v aY vertfsgd ? [r nt after Smlra rTeatW

ushett an
it Gk AT L3 0
?e estat ownegb Smith w sa?ot on the east side of Sec-
nd %reet ritween gprdc 7%% ngt tregts bought rom
front”an

ten Seu(? cwﬁ Au%ussgreet Hist, goc Penna., Bragton P% ers
melrts mrt S sr%nature IS accompanied % a
ax se f shape with what appears t0 Brpes of Pan

O%j%e wrhkgrelsm Frank!3 Papers Ann ho ds to %
ﬁh : f lgpte[)recm%er 1&4 hjrlé) oo g Oagestro eh aﬂd

OUSE C
Servin

er
B” Iﬁarn dt at ?e %nd] er we"@fé} pJL fyen Wwere about to

£ urne OU%O 0ars an que h&aayment romHestah
ters’ Co

Smrth seletr:] mr an%aout 9. He
E ovegto Ches-

fave U IS

er Lo
IGTIO%
gnes

ave had no buizeness t

to thg Car en
posr 54n a% enaro Warden w
he was In nancra troy
ang eJanua ? fe wrote: rogcthe
trm n %scarcrt Crrculﬁtrnq Cas
is three Months past that 1 have earnd
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Robert Smith must have been an earIy member of the
Carpenters’ Com ang although we av% no contemP
rary record of his el ctron37 By 1770 he was the Tlfth
active member in point of seniority.8 His greatest
contrrbbtron to the ombany of record was his work for
the Hall in purchasing the lot, canvassrn? for burldrng
funds (he_subscribed “£20 himself) and furnishing the
desrgn The records show that he served with the com-
mittge on prices in 17633 a frnancral commrttee In
176600 and others. The records of the Comp anly are
mrssrng} or were not kegt—durrng the difficult war year
of 1777 when Smith die

We know nothing of Smith’s own a%orentrceshrri and
little more of the men trained under him. In a letter
to Deporah Franklin in 1766 he mentions an employee
named Barnabas Neave 4 and we have an historjan’s
statement that John Keen, afterwards a member of the
Carpenters’ Company was apprenticed to Smith.2 In
the Tall of 1770 John Oneal and James, Baxter seem to
have been journeymen workrnP for Smrth on the cupola
of Carpenters’ Hall at six shilli ds per ag His own
son, John, also a house carpente worke with him on
the reparr of Christ Churc stee(o

None of Smith’s drawings and few of hrs papers are
known to exist, but we have record that his place of busi-
ness in 1763 was “in Second-street on Society Hill.” &
In 1769 he was taxed for one horse, one cow, and two

farthrn&v .| have sHstarnd severaé d de]bts—lrkewrse
oneﬁ/ b ewhrc caB it Imme |ab clt—|
wise a\ﬁ na a Consjderanle e ence h/ Ite averng
two spells g Slckness wt In this Nll ths ast—é erero
rom the Above mention crrc mstanc am nessiated to ap
to You for a Ran 0 u#a ars

He was n the_relie Irsto teComp R/Ia)[r 04 to
antrary The month fo owrn or
musjin wrn |n sheet andatweve do Iar aInut 0ffin an par

for_bur
[rﬁ ¥ adeltph]a DrrectorTy for 1785I ts a John Smith, c
enter. livin tec(?rnero a hestnut Streets.
e following year A strato mr wrote that ethen
%wentsven rm grb .
The st tementt atB ecarn fa mber in 17%6 must be in
terror He would have been only fourteen years of age at that

Wardens Book, 1769-1781, many entries.

Bt

47 Amér. Philos. Soc Fr nkIrnP ers 9%<een

Pnna f o
g oran K the ounége/gr 0 ?? Keen

Thedscen ant e tot arpenters” Compan 1772 “became
1§8 and |ed mplgsf Pty

s born
W}Z SB es eré
hrrst Church Archives.
45Fom an ertrse?ment of Jame?] L

cent arrived from Britain and with who ﬁstucscor\évsojrnl%gr
aﬁv lated.  Pennsylvani ourna Decnz1 vggp
ls ess was in pr0ﬁ "M, A Lawrence Kocher
of rams resto at % ttentron that an
;rtrs ment |n t ﬁ Pen%g vania Chr nr f
re IS t% If rgenter on ocret Heaso
vrsef at Smit rawrng astern tate Hospita
at Williamshurg are or wer recenty, In existence.
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servants in Southwark and in 1774 for one horse, one
cow, and one servant.® At the time of his decease In
1777, as we have seen, he had equipment and materials
|nasho In Southwark
The arﬁenters Compan%/ Irbrary now has three
works which belonged to Robert Smith :

CoIrn Cam HpbeII Vrtruvrus Brrttannrcu , r, the Brit-
tect, 3 v.. London t176

Battly an[g; }/ The Cit Oy and Countg h r’s Treas-
3ns London, 1750 (b Tg 51)

Andrea Palladio, The Four Books 0 a I

Pal
dros Architecture, Londop, 1738 ( ougt Phi
delphia, February 2, 1754).4

These vqumes seem t have come h%/ way of John
Smith, the son, who sold four to the Company on March
7and 21, 18?4 for$2400 Itwoul% B Inefe ting, and
Per aps profitable, to_ compare each of the designs in
hese "yolumes with Smith’s buildings dto see whether
%g%/ ﬁr; the English sources can b identitied In his

r

?om the newsHapers of the period we know that
Smrth was politically active in the Revolutionary move-
ment, like other leading members of the Carpenters’
Company On June 15, 1774, he was appointed. to a
special committee to correspond with the' mechanics of
New York City.88 A week later he was named to “a

mﬁr?r?t?gtrrlghlvﬁgo{eré\ rs(holr\r/vesthgt he (hrd %ﬁre n%rolsgoywda?o

Ogﬁqnforusa(tr n from A dphonse F. Trezza, Univ. of Penna.
Lr rary, who has prepared a study of the Carpenters” Company

Z[gplennsylvanra Gazette, June 15, 1774,
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large and respectable” PhrIadeIphra committee created
to corres ond with the * Srster Colonies,” reéJare for
local defence and to send relief fo occupied Boston.d
As we have seen, he was eeply involveg In the design
and construction of the Delaware River defences a%ar st
ésrhwr;aval action, and died while the work was still
Smrth eems to have been socraII actrve especrallar
comﬁan with other men In 9ub ic_lite and |nte d
business, In the period 1766-1774 Jacob H tzherme
in his drar mentions eIeven affarrs at which b he
and mrth were Present here were a n ;
Inner parties fea unng fish or stea Smrt |mse
was the host op folr occasions—a housewarmrnﬂ
arch 1% 1766?( a barbecue, a]drnner and_a punc
artY —at |s Buck Tavern.®) The res ectabrer/ of nis
osr lon In hrladelphft IS Indicated bg election to the
merican P osophrca Soclety In 1
T ractice of archrtecture oday rsabusrness as well

as an aPt and in el teenth cent America rtwas even
more s0. Robert Smith in his on time was referred
to as. “carpenter,” “house carpenter,” “builder,” and
“architect” The hr,s,toncal desr%natron we Use today Is
carpenter-arch tgct His designs for the Schu|¥ ll
River bridge. and the defences of"the Delaware River
also entitle™him to the title of “engineer.”

t]brd June 22, 1774,
efr£stp It mentrﬁned was a “cider frolic” at Gr nwich
Hill, Jan.. 24, "1/66, an te astarahsrn dinner. at the Walnut
Street Prison, Sep Zb er. various e ne
At the trme of his eath Jaco Hrhzhermer I{t arey
Fe Q %Ie am, cr enter,” the Pennsylvania
Ing Pos F 1?7 ect.” DI, ameﬁ ease, fWh
H}P goc ?t Cetars [ater, refefre to im as “that excellent and fait

Fig. 15at O?a enters' Hall fr m the South. Tod] g the ogd Hall awaits tBe develo&

ment of the ne Natr na Pa

0 emovet
surrounds It. - Photo, yKnrc erboc e,

sea of par ed automobiles whi



APPENDIX Il
ENGRAVINGS FROM THE FIRST PUBLISHED RULE BOOK, 1786

tle page. 2. Book Iate lan of a fl or fr e. 4. End wall ofafr meb ildin STrussed artigions framed with posts
anc;r hrac sg 6. Plain tuss wnﬁ EI pot j truss for an arched e| ?ioﬁ%an orcord 5 Doric orf?er with tri-
gyp an mo |II|ons 10. Roman lonic or er. 11 Corinthian or er.

124



13

](2Tabern Ie frame or doorw, da 13. Door mo |n s raise |I on%and hoth sides 14] Fan sashe ov r dogrs, IS Dormers:
néig ormer: at top SV gm é)arc nscrowl rac eﬁ g “ditto, with a
n uble cornlc

|Iasters a r%{gh Shm {S) i« ormer(vinh door; i Ch|mne
frontispiece. pen newe dog Y stalrs W|th ramped rail. PaPsadest% {ence and a gg 8h|nese railings. Y
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LIST OF NAMES OF THE CARPENTERS’ COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA, 1781

Joseph Henntarsh *
Or[amrsn é_rox &y,
Abra am CarIrIe*
John Nichols,*
Gunnrng Bedford,
|saac Z
Samue Grrscom*
Samuel Rhoads,
William Roberts*
Tobias Grrscom
[saac Lefever
John Prjce.*
Benjamin Mifflin*
Joseph Fox
Josiah Harper*
Silas Engles,
Matthias Sadler
[saac Coats,*
Frazer Kinsley,
Robert Carsod *
Joseph Thornhill, , Junior,
Joshua Pancoast *
Conrad Bartling,
WrIIram Lownes

mram Rohinson,
Hug Robers

JacOh Rear \)/
Matthias Val Keen,

Richard Mosley,
William Bo?/er
John Bark e
Andr W IF %e*
Joseph Clar
Mat ew McGIathery,
Thomas Savery,
Thomas Proctér,
Samuel Jones,
John L orE
Israel Hallowell,
William Wjlliams,
John Donohue,
Samuel McClure,*

==

Robert Smith.*
Samuel Powel *
John Goodwrn
Joseph Harrrson *
Ellis Price *
Benjamin Clark *
James Armitage,
Edward Warner
John Wayne *
Joseph Rakestraw, *
George Plim, junror*
William Coleman,*
James Pott erJk
%azceoerJ%voSrr || *
John ThornhrTI
J hn Smrh

eph R oads*

Ege Ir@fwort *

Rakestraw junior,
rc coc
rew
Evan Peters*
John Ru an
Joseph Gridley,*
Jose hWethEreII
ames Graysour
Samuel Pancoast,
% Evans,
Robert Morell
Thomas Middleton,*
Samue Pastorrus
John Trip,*
Jonn PrIs _
Samue Wallis,

Oe]nrlan"n Mitchell,

Samuel Tolbert *
John Keen,
Joseph HoweII junior,

E(hserﬁ)ezergFerygus n,

George Forepau
William Linnard,

Willi
o
o

And

James Portues *

James Worrell

Edmond WooIIe x

James Davis,*

John HarrrsonI
mas

Wr?ram Tari

James Pearson

Reese Lloyd *
Levi Bur%?
John Miffli

Richard Armitt,
Joseph Hrtchcock *
George W

JOsep ThornhrII
Jose hRakestraw
Josepn Rush *

Jameés Gibson,
Patrrck Cra?head *
James Cork
William Rakestraw,*
John King
Lawrence che x
William Garrigues,
Samuel Powel’
Robert Evans,
James Bringhurst,
Isaac Jones,
Thomas ghoemaker
William Stevenson
Abraham Jones

JoherPh Govett
arrrson
R bertA ison,
John Cooper,

L This list is taken from the Company’s Rule Book of 1786. Names marked with an asterisk were then deceased.
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APPENDIX IV
DESCRIPTIONS BY FIRE INSURANCE SURVEYORS

Carpenters’ HaII December 22, 1773 (Philadelphia ]fo each front &. ﬂate roof. ~.Copper 8&1“” nges a_large
Contributionshi I\P for the Assurance of Houses agdinst rongce pigce with-col Umns n front, the lo [ story ﬁt
Loss by Fire, Nos. 1772 and 1773, Value ¢750). gomace in-the - Cellar Which “appears  safe

[5\8 f§§t Sqthare]hﬂ/mr%a 10F BﬁNkeF%each Cdorner theﬁeof D. R. Knight

i _tvgprg asige I SeCon %a/r?\‘enters’ Hall, July 17, 1857 (Contributionship Pol-
rathae trla gAté oIn oor frrs ora/ SH%J ?8m
mo
i i oof§ s ttgar.gr;gtrtgragb i aafr;rgggotagﬁofrgmggett%'tjﬁtmt
é\i\ass% oFrrge Proo osets the wood worﬁ

Carpenters’ Hall, A rrI 25 1851 (Contributionship In s story ralne

Policy No. 8520. Val
0 Icy 0. 8520." Value $3000.00). | \Lh)er szﬁorttdesEoresors now _in, 7 Rooms. é& Passage the wood

oms on the west as
gl ‘tatsrt't'“%gt e R b i il i il
ree F&Ie areYv L % ﬁ ?j cold wate 3%3 summer an
OW, WO STOryS i

éin arple man T Iron Drack ts ets
rée{ W eacth corner, e rglan be osets t |ng Up_one sr e 0 fhe krtc ¥ o stuc

7 f d for the st Srt?tcte(rests&lg S a};nte g%( san UtSI e rst &vgocro Xsct?)'?t
Joor Otrvqrsq]rgda Orftgelr grrﬁ ﬁ”epés ee aorh%e\/seg"S Eﬁ les p apere t?trortJ out & |pes Hlastered |en th]ro gh
e -

U ass out The st e\? om the rst fto tote econd i]to\)/
\( ﬁ] a arg 1 (%u r}e been co ere |t Cast ronﬁate utters have heen
reak in North East cr erbu|tup, onestory or |reproo But o ﬁe Roof, &a Tih Roof put on the outsrde ire
r00 over the shingles
. R. Knight
urveyor

Carpenters’ Hall, April 25, 1870,

Ihave esurveyed the annexed described premises, and find
o owIng, ),/’\Fteratrons and additi nsp Vi Th Irrs
IS nowr one roo as%ae or'the Stairs. Tw
woo en o[r)t uteﬂ lt ases and caﬁrtats an
Barn Enta hure een’ ace |n the og H v(\;/ orme
recess of the Sout ern Wall,_at th 8 East }
ﬁﬁ " tWOs Semicolumns, o Same Gestrbtion &)  Inh
all. aws pan Cgrang parnter? pp??egrster In roor
Second Stary. The ront of. Fireprpof re-
0ve hrt? martﬂ "1][ r?ro ﬁoor to side of fire roof
\I(tin gaste artrtro across room at
n of aﬂ ormh acosett ht transom H
Po a pi ot | Partrt”) entrance to at room t roT .

set on \Wes South Eastern room. Ja
Shutters Inside to thdow of Smaﬁflroom on East side o?

assage—1T0 Registers.
passag g Louis Moore, Surveyor
Contributio ship.

Carpenters’ Hall, October 30, 1874,
The second Stor |nt ree ooms nd, passage the floor of
Oglr &hearW CS m d 938 %Jré)sr H f [Pt thgra}rO”ResurveX d the above de\s&rtbed pr mrses a}]nd 6

16. Floor plap, 1851 (enlarged ro nd ro
Fo room,.. except Por the hre poof) an oset lp

‘r story bu at tﬂé‘“h)”? anIgas drtron n removed,
r%%tr OPn tiv%]e \A& Cllrcu ar ea ga iers rEe hyas S0 t%e wa lt Part o? t?re B?e that was
St urne Ire g

Dl b e from"tﬂ owe K?n's 3 grnn%(rj?ar o s o e Sy g ttv"é”é'eeh'”etvets
the Tron door a

tO the. |re ve eeh removed

AL “aaagt u 9”% i o L RS gy
WE) 8 ncormce to e our s?déso Ethe%t)m ing, ape%ement 'Li\ghtag 16 fo']dmg sash rsoors aso e parrpo §X1

_%‘2‘8
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AR T R O SR R a0 éae{yheaa Rfs 1
Louts Moore, Surveyor hcorne—woo en eave—in g utﬁ

Carpenters” Hall, October 22, 1888. * Garret i one Toor, 8' tered vy 0olne
| have res Jvfeygd the forego |nnq ryd anPexed described Oor alré(%ase dO 1 0 Clr rn% Eu
i R R g—g L
anrds ? ed an gr ovlea) B Pac walnut cornice—a ders in ner, pamr
e e
aneled wa‘f ot Wainscot from ﬂ ceilin ?Wanu The Front Store “BUIldIn% "—April, 1811 6 utual
Joors—4 ch walr}ut rehitrayes—e four windos | sl Assurance Co., Survey No. 1709. " Value $2000.00).
om ave een |n|11ed with “back anels moulde%

i e L Uayy ol ta.aaygyeayyf Pl G
i qblmfp VYrslutmshrl?t?ems—agn iron He% ewfqv olpialné 8““ EF PS— |mens i{

(J tﬁ atr)l the out5| e lined wit aned an
grooveg as been put 1n room at south ent? rpassage ne I

A
f)an@ ar|n<F?nght—Surveyor a arc ead enelan oor WI arc HFD oy

“Bundm% F” SecondM ng HaII) DecesnberG 1791 Fe% nd to%ﬂ?c’@gmnéhﬁg& \o\ﬂgrqov\\’/\fh%aasl%%& hVX

(Contributionship, No. 2481, ~ Value £200 il & DA

2 ouse elonging apensrs Compen of ol iy Ehlrg Story, 1 Room, plain mantles, washbds. & windows

ééter Oer%tt ethwlergl ?Ioﬁ%elllfrgoﬁ%ilg ket%p1 gyJ rﬁ% eﬁ)”r”“ Frourth Story oyns flry heo Slmllar Left not plaisterd,
gji A j 3 Rooms eg g someg 5. Trap door, Roof h Tour W

|n5| L ar} O%(r)sme8 B %E) q §5E]t| nsa r}()jap(%e tlglrz/ 1{%/}1 8 ﬁil %k Blwlgln rtlg feellsﬁ dnchws bye 27 Ieettsthorreeen Snté)vveel]
g Sttoarlyrlsw]itmtr? | ainted, B?ocwleglrro?ces tt%”eavoelét newe ead e\9enet|aE do%rr' V\Ffﬁ %tawssﬁ eStr| g, A neat Arc

“BUIIdIn% £ %Second MeetmngaII OcSober 31 18% Othgr vgar& First Story, 1 Room, plaln mantle washbds &
(Contributionship, Resurvey of No. 2481 Second Story, 1 Room, ~ Similar, with Closes,
| have Re ury]eyedoa a House belongi the argenters Third Story, 1 Room Similar, to Second Story

an — Jtuate on t e We%t side 0 ters
R R e

100 snort passa oFSD( in e?ow ne  Glass, 84 light bﬁﬁﬁ%d 12y
i 0 ayefae ol %y%g"éyfg ﬁad payy. :

ble hung he& roo? g outh . end—woo

Bl?lr?lgi trftentsroutﬁtertggﬁ |n|t§1 teay?Pg\gl?\g §‘|Cn n%wjy g&rrfancea@om A hIC nsu] n HwegConl utlonsﬁyp

ygllow eﬁnﬁ rg?ngleonrefasou o&g_to Itroew%/vlsrﬁov(v)gﬁgtralg% Pany— gned)  Philip Justus



