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HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT

PART 111

TENANT HOUSE f1l. BUILDING #19
An amount of $10,000 was made available to effect deferred main-
tenance work in Tenant Houses #1 and U2 and the Boarding H->use in
November, 1962. This appropriation was made under the Accelerated
Public Works program. The funds had to be exhausted with no over-
runs by June 30, 1963. As a result, there was no time to go
through the regular procedures of the Historic Structures Reports
on the buildings and since none of the funds were available for
overhead or P.S.&S. costs it was not possible to request the
Eastern Office of Design and Construction for assistance.
After discussion with the Regional Chief of Maintenance who
looked over the buildings, it was decided not to attempt any
restoration work but to keep strictly to repairs or replacements
of the deteriorated building components.
The following is the list of repairs accomplished in Tenant House
#1t
A.  First Floor
1. Floor
The existing floors and joists were removed. None of the
material was salvageable as it was in an advanced state

of deterioration. New white oak joists were purchased



with three sides sawed. Saw curves were planed and
jJoists were treated with several brush applications of
wood preservative. An additional application of founds
tion coating was added to the joist ends where they
entered the stone foundation wall*

The first floor under the crawl space was very muddy
because of an underground water stream which passes
generally under the northwest corner of the building*
The dirt floor was excavated under supervision of the
Archeologist and was deepened to the base of the founds
tion. A six inch layer of furnace slag was then spread
throughout the crawl space. The interior foundation
wall was repointed. Matching White pine flooring,
double tongued and double grooved, of Ilit"' thickness

and random widths was applied to the joists. This
flooring received two coats of turpentine and one of
linseed oil rubbed in by using a cloth. New nailer
blocks were placed and new baseboard matching the
original was fabricated and installed.

To provide better air circulation under the floor 4
ventilation ports were installed in the foundation.
These were ipade as unobtrusive as possible and their
locations in the foundation is shown on the attached

drawing.



walls

No major repairs were effected to the interior walls.

The late period partitions on the first and second floors
were saved pending further study by the Architects. Some
minor patching of the existing walls.

Woodwork and Trim

Paint was stripped from most of the interior woodwork.
Patches were left for architectural examination. Molding
around the entrance door was replaced.

A new window seat and apron was installed on the window
near the fireplace.

Fireplace

Evidence of a hearth was found under the existing floor.
This hearth was replaced and the new floor was butted to
the stone hearth. An extra joist was set on piers to
support the floor near the hearth.

Stairway

The first, eleventh, and twelfth treads were replaced

; m / . "/ \
as well as the twelfth riser.

B. Second Floor

1.

Walls and Ceiling
Two major areas of deterioration were repaired. The first
included an area of ceiling on the south end of the build-

ing around the chimney and above the stairwell. A leaking



roof had caused rotting of the collar beams and erosion
of mortar so that some of the chimney stones were loose
and the ceiling in this area was about to collapse. The
exterior leak had been repaired in 1958 but nothing had
been done to the interior. The plaster, rotted lathe,
and collar beams were removed and this entire section of
ceiling was replaced. (See photographs.)

The second area needing attention was the wall in the
northwest corner of the building. The underground
stream in this area (mentioned earlier) had caused this
entire corner of the building to settle. Water could
enter from the roof also complicating the problem.

The exterior repairs accomplished in 1958 prevented
further deterioration but the interior walls in that
corner had to be repointed and plastered.

All of the work was done by an APW Carpenter and Laborer
under the competent supervision of former Building Resto-

ration Specialist Charles Seidel.
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View of the fireplace in Tenant House tH showing how the existing

flooring covered the old fireplace hearth.


















View toward the north showing old joists before removal and

late period partition which was not removed during this project.
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